Wednesday 4 January, page 8: “WISDEN” AND THE L.-B.-W. RULE

Cricketers have long learned to look to “Wisden” for something more than a mere dry return
of the year’s work, and this winter they are treated to a very full discussion on one of
cricket’s most debatable rules - the law as to leg before wicket. Not since the spirited
controversy carried on in the columns of The Times on the following on “incident” in the
University match at Lord’s in 1896 has there been such an authoritative discussion as is now
presented to us in “Wisden.”

It will be remembered that Mr E V Bligh proposed to amend the 1l-b-w rule to -

“Or if, standing in the direct line between the two wickets, with any part of his person he
stops the ball, which, in the opinion of the umpire at the bowler’s wicket would have hit
the striker’s wicket - leg before wicket.”

With considerable enterprise, the editor of “Wisden” sought the opinion of leading
cricketers on the subject, and he has secured a wonderful harvest of interesting matter.
Perhaps the abuse of the pads has called for some slight change in this particular law of
the game, which might be so modified that an umpire should be able to place a wider
construction on its lettering than he can do at present. Robert Thoms, the veteran
Middlesex professional, lays it down that

“The bat ought to play the ball that is about to hit the wicket, and in a spirit of
fairness, if the bowler, by extra spin or break back, can beat the batsman, it seems but
right that he should have the benefit of his skill . . .”

But there are other causes besides leg play for present-day heavy scoring. One is
deterioration in fielding and another is that good bowlers have not increased at the same
rate as good batsmen. Fielding is too often now the last branch of the game cultivated.
That prince among unorthodox batsmen - Dr E M Grace - in giving his opinion against the
proposed change bluntly delivers himself thus:- “Instead of altering l-b-w provide every
fielder with a pennyworth of cobbler’s wax, and then all catches would be made and few
centuries scored.” It would certainly be interesting to know how many cricketers last
summer got 100s without being missed.

Much of the heavy scoring can, no doubt, be traced to bad bowling and fielding; and it would
seem that some sides wish to compensate for the absence of bowling skill by making the
batsman’s position more vulnerable. The best antidote to high scoring is a better
cultivation of fielding and bowling.

It is a bold cricketer who would differ with the lords of the Marylebone Club, many of whom
seem anxious for a change; but we have had a succession of wonderful batsman’s summers.

Lord Harris and Mr John Shuter advocate extreme caution in dealing with the laws of cricket,
while one of the finest cricketers Harrow or Cambridge have produced - Mr F S Jackson -
thinks the present rule meets the case. And Mr Jackson, being almost as eminent a bowler as
he is a bat, can speak with a good deal of experience.

George Lohmann used to be able to get sides out on any wicket, and such men as Jack Hearne,
Tom Richardson, Rhodes, Albert Trott, Lockwood and Charles Townsend are still capable of
doing it, leg play or no leg play. And if we remember rightly, the Australian bowlers
developed a capacity for getting Mr Stoddart’s men out on the most perfect of wickets.

The batsmen must not be asked to give too much away. The sides without bowling and fielding
talent must remember that the race is, after all, for the swift; and it is to be hoped that
the M.C.C. Committee will not be hurried into any hurried and drastic change. When,
however, Mr Alfred Lyttelton, the president, writes that he “would welcome almost any change
that would minimize the evil” it may be assumed that he is giving some idea of the feeling
of the Lords executive on the subject.

Among the interesting features in “Wisden” Mr F G J Ford makes his usual analysis of public
school cricket, and is not far out in claiming for Harrow, with their wonderful player E M
Dowson, the title of the best eleven of the year. For those fond of records there is a list
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from 1844 giving the bowlers of 100 wickets; the work of Mr Alfred Gaston, of Brighton. The
editor sounds a pardonable note of triumph on the successful crusade against throwing, for
the suppression of which he has persistently fought.

Storer, Trott, Mr Townsend, Lockwood and Rhodes are worthily chosen as “five great
cricketers of the season,” but their portraits which adorn the volume as a frontispiece are
not very good. The memoir of Mr I D Walker, written by one of his closest friends, will be
read with pathetic interest; and in connexion with this a line from the new Bishop of
Calcutta’s letter, which was addressed to The Times on the eve of the Eton and Harrow match
may be quoted:-

“. . . in the early hours of this morning the devoted friend of Harrow, and of its cricket
especially, Mr I D Walker, passed away. His death could hardly have been more painful in
its circumstances, for it has occurred almost within a stone’s throw of Lord’s Cricket
Ground, and on the eve of the annual match between Eton and Harrow. The Harrow eleven, in
whose training he bore so large a part, may claim, after his family, to be his chief
mourners. They will play the match on Friday and Saturday, for to abandon it would cause
widespread disappointment, such as he of all men would most keenly have regretted; but they
can have little heart for playing it, and I do not think that anybody who knows their
feeling for him will look upon their playing as an act of disrespect to his memory.”

“Wisden” in its 37th year is one of the best numbers ever issued from Cranbourn-street, and
Mr Sydney H Pardon, the editor, is to be warmly congratulated on this fact.



Wednesday 18 January, page 7: THE NOTTS COUNTY CLUB

The annual report of the committee of the Notts County Cricket Club, issued yesterday,
states that the total income for the year was £3,129 and the expenditure £2,808, leaving a
profit on the season’s working of £321. The profit, with £313 balance in hand in January
last, has been expended on a new structure erected on the north side of the ground.

The experience of last year has been gratifying in regard to the fact that the revival of
public interest in the club continues. The committee acknowledge the energy displayed by
the team, and particularly thank Mr Dixon, the captain, for his untiring efforts.

The committee have decided to play the next annual colts’ match on the last Monday and
Tuesday in April. The Yorkshire v Notts colts’ match is to be played this year at Barnsley.

Out matches have been arranged with M.C.C. and Ground and Worcestershire, and home and home
matches with Sussex, Kent, Gloucestershire, Middlesex, Surrey, Lancashire, Yorkshire and
Derbyshire. Trent-bridge this year will be the scene of the first of the test matches
against Australia.

Various improvements, including the construction of a pavilion for ladies, are in progress
on the ground. The estimated cost of the whole of the new buildings on the ground is
£4,000.

The report adds that the engagement of a ground staff at Trent-bridge has fully proved the
wisdom of its adoption. A strong effort will be made during the coming season to raise the
number of members to 2,000.

THE LANCASHIRE CLUB

The annual balance-sheet of the Lancashire County Cricket Club shows a deficiency on the
season’s working for the first time for many years. The amount of the loss is £196.

During the year the 0l1d Trafford ground was purchased for £24,732, and the only liabilities
are £20,000 due to the mortgage creditors and an overdraft at the bank of £277. During the
season £3,657 was received in subscriptions and £3,717 from gates and stands.

Saturday 21 January, page 7: COUNTY QUALIFICATION

At the meeting of county delegates at Lord’s last December a sub-committee was appointed to
confer with the M.C.C. committee on the subject of the county qualification. It has been
arranged for the county representatives to meet the M.C.C. committee at Lord’s on Friday,
February 3, at 11 a.m.

Thursday 26 January, page 8: THE NOTTS COUNTY CLUB

The annual meeting of the Notts County Cricket Club was held at Nottingham yesterday, Mr G M
Royle presiding, in the absence of Sir Henry Bromley. The secretary, Mr H Turner, referring
to the report - which has been already published - said he thought it might be regarded as
very satisfactory, especially considering the unfortunate weather which attended the early
matches.

The team did much better last season than in the previous year, having risen two points in
the County Championship. Special thanks were due to Mr Dixon, not only for his able
captaincy, but for his valuable service as a player. All those who had studied Notts
cricket for the last generation well knew that the county had ever been the pioneer in all
movements tending to the welfare of the game, and he was sure they would all be glad that it



was from Notts the idea emanated of putting the test matches on a fairer basis than they had
been previously.

The engagement of a ground staff at Trent Bridge had proved a success as far as the two
years’ experience had gone. The competition for the younger players was now SO severe among
counties that it was only by adopting a course of that kind they could expect to keep their
best young players at home.

Four years ago a debt of £4,800 rested upon the club, but the whole of that had since been
paid off. Three thousand pounds had been spent in improvements on the ground and the
cultivation of the ground staff, and they had still a balance of over £200 in hand.

The report was adopted, upon the proposal of the chairman, seconded by Judge Masterman. The
chairman made an appeal to raise the Attewell benefit fund to £1,000, of which sum it was at
present only £25 short.

Mr Dixon, in the course of discussion, said last season the team had played several good up-
hill games and had done better than in the previous year. They had only been defeated on
two occasions - a fewer number of defeats than was experienced by any other county during
the season.

Mr W Hollings, of Pleasley Vale, Mansfield, was nominated by Sir Henry Bromley as his
successor in the presidency for the ensuing year, Captain Tomasson, chief constable of
Nottinghamshire, being chosen as vice-president.

On behalf of the committee and other subscribers the chairman presented to William Gunn a
case of silver dessert knives and forks and a gold albert in recognition of his two great
innings of 139 at Lord’s in the Gentlemen and Players’ match and 236 not out at Kennington
Oval for Notts against Surrey during the August Bank Holiday match.

Monday 30 January, page 11: CRICKET

We are asked to state that the London County Cricket Club has now been definitely formed and
will begin operations at the Crystal Palace as soon as possible. The management of the club
and election of members are vested in the executive committee, which is composed as
follows:- Sir Richard Webster, Q.C., M.P., Sir Arthur Sullivan, Mr A J Webbe, Mr A W Biggs,
Mr E Clark, Mr W H Stone, Mr E Schenk, Mr G Cosens, Mr H E Milner, Mr W F Umney, Mr F C
Barchard and Dr W G Grace, secretary and manager.

A new pavilion is to be at once erected on the present cricket ground. In addition to the
present cricket ground other spaces in the ground are available and are being laid out, so
that plenty of accommodation will be provided for practice. A ground staff is being formed,
so that on practice days members will have no difficulty in procuring bowlers.

All communications respecting the London County Cricket Club should be addressed to Dr W G
Grace, St Andrew’s, Lawrie-park-road, Sydenham, S.E.

Tuesday 31 January, page 10: THE LANCASHIRE COUNTY CLUB

The annual meeting of the Lancashire County C.C. was held yesterday afternoon at the
Memorial-hall, Manchester, Mr A N Hornby presiding. The statement of accounts showed that
for the first time for many years the receipts had not equalled the expenditure by £196 17s
8d, a circumstance largely due to the unfavourable weather prevailing on the dates of many
of the 0ld Trafford fixtures.

The total gate and stand receipts only amounted to £3,717 3s 8d, and members’ subscriptions
were £3,657 5s. The ordinary members numbered 2,858 and there were 689 lady subscribers.
The expenditure included £1,591 14s 9d for players’ wages in county matches; £504 11s 4d for
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hotel and travelling expenses of amateurs and payments in connexion with county matches;
£2,570 for wages, including £1,411 for ground professionals and £302 for grounds men and
boys. The liabilities consist of a mortgage of £20,000 and an overdraft of £277 19s 2d,
whilst the assets consist of the newly-purchased ground and buildings and an investment of
£1,690 10s.

The annual report stated that there was a very unwelcome deterioration compared with the
previous year in the attendance of the general public. The bad weather experienced during
Whit week - almost the worst from a cricket point of view - was mostly responsible for this
fact, and the falling off in the attendance of 41,000 was apparently due the conditions
altogether uncontrollable, rather than to lack of enthusiasm.

Mr Hornby was re-elected president, Mr S H Swire hon. secretary and Mr J MacLaren hon.
treasurer. It was decided by 114 to 81 to increase the subscription of new members to two
guineas.

THE KENT COUNTY FIXTURES

There have been two changes in the grounds originally fixed for Kent matches. The
Gloucestershire fixture on May 11 has been altered from Maidstone to Blackheath, and the
Middlesex match on July 6 will be played at Maidstone instead of at Canterbury.

Saturday 4 February, page 9: COUNTY QUALIFICATIONS

The county committee appointed last December to deal with the question of county
qualification met the M.C.C. committee at Lord’s yesterday, Lord Harris in the chair. There
was a long discussion, the proceedings being private.

Just before luncheon, Lord Harris stated that there would be nothing to communicate to the
Press, adding that any resolutions passed at the meeting would in due course be submitted to
the Marylebone Club. The chief and, indeed, almost the only point in dispute is the
question of Residential qualification.

Tuesday 7 February, page 11: THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM FOR 1899

It has been arranged that the members of the Australian team will leave Australia in the
Orient liner Ormuz, which is due out from Adelaide on March 23 and will arrive in Plymouth
about April 28.

Wednesday 8 February, page 12: The match between Sussex and Cambridge University on the
19th, 20th and 21st of June next will be played at Eastbourne instead of at Brighton, as
originally arranged.

Tuesday 21 February, page 12: COUNTY QUALIFICATION

The committee appointed in December by the M.C.C., at the request of the counties, to deal
with the question of county qualification, has now completed its labours and, what is more,
its proposals have been approved by the M.C.C. Below will be found the new rules set out in
detail: -

(1) A cricketer born in one county and residing in another may not play for more than one
county during the same season.



(2) A cricketer is always eligible to play for the county of his birth.

(3) A cricketer is qualified to play for any county in which he has resided for the previous
24 months and is residing; but -

(a) The mere acquirement for hiring of a tenement, unless used as a bona-fide home, does
not constitute “residence.”

(b) The occupation of a tenement during the cricket season only does not constitute
“residence.”

(4) Where a cricketer uses as residences in the course of the year tenements in more than
one county, or where he leaves the country for the winter months, and in all other cases
where his qualification is in any doubt, it is obligatory on the county for which he wishes
to play to prove his qualification to the satisfaction of the M.C.C.

(5) A cricketer who has played for a county for five consecutive years is qualified to play
for that county for the rest of his cricket career, or until he plays for some other county.

(6) A cricketer may play for his old county during the two years that he is qualifying for
another.

(7) A cricketer already qualified for a county, but wishing to qualify by residence for
another county, must give notice in writing to the cricket club committee of the former
county before he commences such residence; and a county cricket club wishing to engage,
under a residential qualification, a cricketer who is already qualified for another county
club must inform the committee of the latter before commencing negotiations with the
cricketer.

(8) Should any question arise under these rules it shall be left to the decision of the
committee of the Marylebone Club, which shall be final.

N.B. — In consequence of the resolution passed at the meeting of the counties on December 5,
the County Qualification Committee recommended that rule 5 should come into operation at
once. The M.C.C. committee have now approved of the alterations, and are of opinion that

the new rules should come into operation on January 1, 1900, except rule 5, which should
come into operation at once.

As the new rules are not to be put in force till next year, it may be interesting to give
the rules which at present govern county cricket. They were originally framed in 1873 and
added to in 1888: -

(1) That no cricketer, whether amateur or professional, shall play for more than one county
during the same season.

(2) Every cricketer born in one county and residing in another shall be free to choose, at
the commencement of each season, for which of those counties he will play, and shall during
that season play for that county only.

(3) A cricketer shall be qualified to play for any county in which he is residing and has
resided for the previous two years, or a cricketer may elect to play for the county in which

his family home is, so long as it remains open to him as an occasional residence.

(4) That should any question arise as to the residential qualification the same should be
left to the decision of the committee of the Marylebone Club.

Supplemental rules, passed December, 1888, were: -

(1) “For purposes of county cricket, county boundaries are not affected by the ‘Local
Government Act, 1888.’”



(2) “During the two years a cricketer may be qualifying to play for another county under the
residential qualification he shall be allowed to play for the county for which he has
previously been playing under that rule.”

This latter alteration was passed by ten votes to five, on the motion of Sussex, seconded by
Gloucestershire. 1In consequence of its passing the rules of county cricket were modified by
the addition of the words: - “That a man can play for his old county during the two years
that he is qualifying for another.”

Friday 24 February, page 12: THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM

*Cricket* states that F A Iredale, W Howell and T R McKibbin (New South Wales) and A E Johns
(Victoria) are pretty well certain of the four remaining places in the Australian team which
is to leave Adelaide on March 23, with Mr B J Wardill, the secretary of the Melbourne
Cricket Club, as manager.

In this case the 13 will be J Darling (South Australia), E Jones (South Australia), C Hill
(South Australia), H Trumble (Victoria), J Worrall (Victoria), C McLeod (Victoria), A E
Johns (Victoria), S E Gregory (New South Wales), J J Kelly (New South Wales), M A Noble (New
South Wales), F A Iredale (New South Wales), W Howell (New South Wales) and T R McKibbin
(New South Wales).

Only one of the four dates left vacant on the Australian programme arranged at Lord’s on

December 6 has as yet been fixed. This is July 10, which has been allotted to Birmingham
for a match against the Midland Counties. The three remaining dates (May 18, July 6 and

July 20) will most probably be secured by Eastbourne, Cornwall and Harrogate.

Friday 3 March, page 12: THE MARYLEBONE CLUB AND THE LAWS OF CRICKET

Mr F E Lacey, the secretary of the Marylebone Club, asks us to give publicity to the
following: -

The M.C.C. Committee propose to make the next general meeting of the club “special” (see
M.C.C. rules, No. 23) for the purpose of making alterations to the laws of cricket as
follows: -

33a. A batsman being out from any cause the ball shall be “dead.”

33b. If a ball, whether struck with the bat or not, lodges in a batsman’s clothing the ball
shall become “dead.”

46. They shall not order a batsman out unless appealed to by the other side. N.B. - An
appeal “How’s that?” covers all ways of being out unless a specific way of getting out is
stated by the person asking.

ONE-DAY MATCHES

2. The match, unless played out, shall be decided by the first innings. Prior to the

commencement of a match it may be agreed that the over consist of five or six balls. N.B. -
A tie is included in the words “played out.”

Monday 6 March, page 7: YORKSHIRE COUNTY CLUB

The annual general meeting of the Yorkshire County Cricket Club was held on Saturday at
Sheffield under the presidency of Mr M J Dodsworth. The statement of accounts for last



season, which was adopted, showed a balance of income over expenditure of £1,424 on the
year’s working, bringing the total balance now in favour of the club to £6,7009.

After the balance-sheet had been adopted, the meeting was adjourned until May 3, or other
date which the committee may decide upon.

Tuesday 14 March, page 12: SELECTION OF THE TEAM FOR ENGLAND
Melbourne, March 13.

F A Iredale, W Howell, A E Johns and F E Laver have been finally selected to fill the four
remaining places in the team for England, and Trumper will probably accompany the team as
14th man. The side will therefore be made up as follows: -

S E Gregory, J J Kelly, M A Noble, F A Iredale and W Howell (New South Wales), J Worrall, H
Trumble, C McLeod, F Laver and A E Johns (Victoria), J Darling, C Hill and E Jones (South
Australia), with V Trumper (New South Wales) as reserve.

Friday 17 March, page 11: COUNTY UMPIRES

The annual meeting of county captains for the purpose of nominating umpires to act in first-
class county matches next season was held at Lord’s yesterday. The following were present:
- Mr W B Delacombe and Mr A Wilson (Derbyshire), Mr H G Owen (Essex), Dr W G Grace
(Gloucestershire), Captain E G Wynyard (Hampshire), Mr J R Mason (Kent), Mr A N Hornby
(Lancashire), Mr A J Webbe (Middlesex), Mr J A Dixon (Notts), Mr S M J Woods (Somerset), Mr
W Newham (Sussex), Mr F S Jackson (Yorkshire), Mr H W Bainbridge (Warwickshire) and Mr F E
Lacey (secretary M.C.C.). The umpires nominated were: -

T Mycroft, W Hearn, R Clayton, W A Woof, J Painter, J J Tuck, R G Barlow, A Young, J
Wheeler, C E Richardson, R Thoms, G Burton, A A White, M Sherwin, W Shrewsbury, R Daft, W A
J West, V A Titchmarsh, H Holmes, A Chester, J Street, J Lillywhite, A Hide, A Shaw, W
Richards, A F Smith, L Hall, E Goodyear, G Porter, W Clarke, Moss, H Pickett and Milward.

Saturday 18 March, page 14: THE FUTURE OF BRAMALL-LANE GROUND

At Sheffield last night a special meeting of the shareholders of Bramall-lane Ground was
held for the purpose of considering a scheme for the purchase from the Duke of Norfolk of
the freehold of the Bramall-lane Ground for the sum of £10,134, and for the reconstruction
of the Sheffield United Cricket and Football Club as a limited company.

The proposal laid before the meeting by the committee was that a capital of £20,000 be
raised, divided into 477 vendors’ shares of £20 each fully-paid, and 1,046 £10 5 per cent
preference shares. Mr A Neal presided and the attendance was large.

After considerable discussion and several amendments which were all lost, the reconstruction
scheme above described was, on the proposition of the chairman, seconded by Mr D Haigh,
carried, and 20 directors appointed to take the steps necessary for carrying the same into
effect.

The following were nominated: - Lord Hawke, Mr F S Jackson, J C Clegg, W Chesterman, W A
Matthews, C E Jeffcock, C E Vickers, F Atkin, M J Dodworth, C Stokes, J B Wostinholm, D
Haigh, E Barber, A Cattell, A Neal, T Bott, J Smith, A Tasker, E J Whiteley, W Sissons, C
Ellis, J Hodgkinson, A Bingham, G A Tomlinson and H Lockwood. Of these 20 are to be elected
by ballot.



It was announced that arrangements had been made for the borrowing of £10,000 on mortgage at
3 per cent for the purpose of purchasing the freehold. The articles of association include
the enlargement of the ground and the erection of a new cricket pavilion.

Wednesday 22 March, page 14: CRICKET

The question of an increase in the subscription to the Lancashire County Club in consequence
of the purchase of the 01d Trafford Ground was discussed at a special meeting of the members
held in Manchester yesterday. No decision was arrived at, the meeting being adjourned until
December.

At the annual meeting of the Sussex County Club at Brighton yesterday, the Marquis of
Abergavenny was elected president for the year.

Thursday 23 March, page 11

The annual meeting of the Warwickshire County Cricket Club was held yesterday at Birmingham,
Mr G H Cartland presiding. The report showed that there had been a profit of £141 on the
year’s working.

The approaching season promised to be more important and interesting to Warwickshire than
any of its predecessors. Two fixtures had been arranged with the Australians and 20 first-
class matches would be played.

The chairman, in moving the adoption of the report, referred to the difficulties with which
they had had to contend last season in the matter of wet weather and the loss which they had
sustained of Mr Bainbridge’s services through injury.

The programme for next summer was the best they had ever had. When the alterations at
Edgbaston were finished there would be accommodation for 20,000 spectators. Lord Willoughby
de Broke was re-elected president.

Monday 27 March, page 14

The annual meeting of the Leicester County Cricket Club was held at Leicester on Saturday,
under the presidency of Mr E Holmes. The report stated that 300 new members had been
secured, but the total was only 800, and efforts were being made to bring up the number to
1,000.

Serious attention was being given to securing a new ground from the Leicester Corporation
near the town, for which £5,200 would be required for the initial outlay. Tom Emmett, the
old Yorkshire player, had been engaged as coach, while the ground staff had been increased.

There had been a loss during last season of over £200, and there was a balance in hand of
only £71. On the proposition of Sir Archdale Palmer, Mr E Holmes was elected president of
the club, and Sir Humphrey de Trafford was added to the vice-presidents.

It was afterwards reported that £1,560 had been subscribed towards the new ground, and that
further sums had been promised.



Wednesday 29 March, page 7: THE LAWS OF CRICKET

With regard to the proposed changes in the laws of the game already published in The Times,
the following amendment will be moved at the annual meeting of the Marylebone Club at Lord’s
on May 3: -

To insert the words “within the jurisdiction of the umpire appealed to” between “out” and
“unless.”

The N.B. to the proposed law 46 will, if the amendment is carried out, accidentally read as
follows: - An appeal, How’s that? covers all ways of being out within the jurisdiction of
the umpire appealed to, unless a specific way of getting out is stated by the person asking.

The balance-sheet of the Gloucestershire County Club was yesterday issued to members. It
gives a good idea of the club’s prosperous condition. Subscriptions last year realized over
£900 and the gate money at matches £2,385. The total income was £3,369 and the expenditure
£2,974, increasing the balance to £2,726. The match which realized most gate money was that
against Warwickshire at Cheltenham, when £438 was taken.

Friday 31 March, page 8: THE CRICKET SEASON

The new cricket season has an interest which few of its predecessors have equalled. The
fresh and powerful Australian eleven will be here, and there are the honours of purely
English cricket which were lost during Mr Stoddart’s luckless colonial tour to be regained.

Judging by the news from the colonies, the task is likely to be severe. It has been a great
season in Australia, full of wonderful batting and bowling feats, and the best judges of the
game aver that they are sending home a side stronger than any other. It would need to be
strong even to equal the splendid capacity of the elevens in 1882 and 1884.

The Australians are, however, now relying on a vein of thorough excellence which runs
through their whole side rather than on the mainstay of some of the older elevens when
Massie, Murdoch, Spofforth, McDonnell, Blackham and a few other of their giants were
flourishing. Evenness in the distribution of skill is the new team’s boast, with a capacity
to play under conditions that are often found in an English season - sticky wickets. And it
is understood that this wet wicket business so much weighted with the selecting committee
that Worrall, who was here 11 years ago, was put in the side because of his consistent form
on bowlers’ pitches out there.

Most of the men who helped in the discomfiture of Stoddart’s team are coming over, including
Noble, who is described as the new Giffen of the party, because of his all-round excellence.
It says much for the team’s strength when George Giffen and McKibbin are left out; Harry
Trott’s late illness, of course, prevented his coming. There is a plentitude of batting and
bowling, and, as an insurance against shorthandedness, three extra men - that is, the team
will number 14 in all - are coming.

There will be plenty of scope for testing the capacity of the team in the test matches. Of
these there are to be five, the old and so long rigidly observed custom of three being
broken through, presumably with the idea of trying to please the counties whose grounds
promise to be left out in the cold. The authorities might have made it seven while they
were about it, and given the deserving West of England a match. Bristol and Gloucestershire
might certainly have been thought of even in the allocation of five.

It is a disturbing element to the sentiment of some cricketers when they hear of the new
regulations for “pooling” the net county share of the gate receipts for division among the
clubs; but when the M.C.C. and Counties Committee took up the selection of the English teams
some such arrangement was imperative. That the English team should be chosen by the county
on whose ground the match was to be played was the source of much lament, and the fact that
we are rid of the evil is very gratifying. Then, again, the English professionals are not
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to be so niggardly treated as hitherto, and George Lohmann’s popularity with the Surrey
executive on the question of increased payment has not been sacrificed for his brother
professionals in vain.

The Australian programme which Mr C W Alcock has, as usual, arranged is, in addition to the
tests, of a very comprehensive character, and all the bigger counties will be met.

From the county secretaries there is little prospective news of interest. Their reply is
mostly the customary “All last year’s men available; we are looking out for any promising
talent.” But in an Australian year room has been found for another member of the first-
class circle. Worcestershire is the fortunate county, and they just secure the requisite
number of matches for inclusion, as on the occasion of Australian visits the qualifying
number is six out and home.

Worcestershire played splendid cricket last season among the minor counties and the second
elevens; but they will find the wear and tear of first-class cricket a severe strain on
their small band of really great players. The county club has a generous patron in Mr P H
Foley, and visitors to Worcester will find a ground worthy of a first-class side.
Worcestershire have been fortunate in securing Yorkshire among their opponents. The
Yorkshiremen, who won the championship last year, have so much young and brilliant skill in
the eleven that their prospects in this coming summer are very bright, but all the counties
are very hopeful of doing well.

There is nothing fresh to say about the retirement of Mr Stoddart. It can be easily
imagined how disappointed the Middlesex committee were, for he had been expected to take on
the captaincy. That Mr Stoddart, too, should give up big cricket after his splendid season
of last year, when he scored over 1,000 runs for the county, makes the regret all the more
felt. Middlesex, however, hope to get Mr H B Chinnery, the old Etonian, to help them, and
Roche, the Australian, will also be available. As a reward for the good work that he has
done for Middlesex Jim Phillips will probably be given a portion of the proceeds of
Middlesex v Australians.

The Surrey eleven will not differ much from last year. Lockwood and Richardson are both
very well and have been keeping themselves in good condition, and Brockwell, who is in India
with Jack Hearne, has been doing well with both bat and ball. Young Dowson, the gifted
Harrow player, will probably be tried in the Surrey eleven when the school holidays begin.

Of the other home counties, Kent seem likely to do well by the almost regular assistance of
Mr Burnup and Mr Bradley, who had hitherto played only occasionally. Essex are still
looking keenly after their young players and hope to get much assistance from their tuition
by the Yorkshireman Robert Peel.

From Lancashire comes the news that S Webb, who played with some success for Middlesex, will
be qualified in June, and that all last year’s members are in excellent health. Dr W G
Grace hopes to play regularly for Gloucestershire in spite of his new position in connection
with the London County Club at the Crystal Palace.

There is little fresh information of interest from the other counties. Derbyshire, who were
always something of a luckless county in cricket, sustained a most serious loss by the death
of George Davidson, one of the best cricketers they ever had, and in a hard season his
services will be badly missed. The Nottinghamshire executive are still striving to find
some fresh bowling talent, and they hope to awaken something of the old interest in cricket
around the town by the decision of England v Australia at Trent-bridge.

From Hampshire it is reported that Mr E I M Barrett will not play this year; but that
Captain E G Wynyard will probably appear regularly after the third week in June. The county
season will be, in fact, on much the same lines as last year, and in the matter of
popularity it may safely be left to hold its own even in an Australian tour.

The Marylebone Club a few years ago was quite indolent in administering for the great game
for which it is supposed to be the protector, but under a new regime it is making the pace
fast. It has realized the importance of its office, and the counties now that they can
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discern some vitality in the club are more content to leave even the questions of most
concern to themselves to the M.C.C.

How the new qualification scheme will work out a year hence remains to be seen. The
question was always difficult and the new complicated arrangement does not seem a great
improvement on the old. As a matter of fact, the old rule, if stringently enforced, met the
matter. The great idea is to avoid steering so near the wind that a mere quick barter for a
professional shall reduce cricket to the level of football professionalism.

The M.C.C. have not only been altering to laws, but they have altered Lord’s almost beyond

recognition. Since last August the tennis courts and the houses which followed it to the
groundman’s cottage have given place to a huge stand built in a quarter circle. This is
estimated to hold 10,000 people. Then the luncheon room for members has been enlarged;

there is a new bowlers’ room, and tennis and racquet courts are being built behind the
pavilion.

But the room for the Press is as confined as ever and is quite unworthy of the Marylebone
Club. Lord’s is strangely enough almost the one important cricket ground in the kingdom
where the cricket reporters work on big days under the utmost discomfort. The new stand in
the south-east corner of the ground was much of a necessity; but it destroys one of the
prettiest bits of the place and is only in keeping with the huge works of the Great Central
Railway which have so disfigured St John’s-wood. The Marylebone Club have issued a splendid
programme, and the mildness of the winter has left the ground in splendid order.

Of the Crystal Palace scheme for the formation of the London County Cricket Club there is
yet little to say. The club has to win its spurs. But the ground is in capital order and
for the South of England match with the Australians the following fine side has been chosen:
- Dr W G Grace, Mr C L Townsend, Mr C B Fry, Mr J R Mason, K S Ranjitsinhji, Abel, Hayward,
Lockwood, J T Hearne, Board and Brockwell. ™“W.G.” speaks very hopefully of the concern.

Oxford and Cambridge cricket is sure to maintain its hold on the public during the first two
months of the season. At Oxford there are four old blues for certain - Mr F H B Champain,
the captain, Mr R E Foster, Mr E C Lee and Mr B J Bosanquet. Also available will be Mr E C
Wright, who was in the ’97 team, and Mr Eccles and Mr Stocks. The list of Seniors is
strong, and the most notable Freshmen are H C Pilkington, Eton, and A B Reynolds,
Winchester. Martyn and Reynolds possess the best chances for furnishing the wicket-keeper.

At Cambridge Mr G L Jessop is the new captain, with Mr T L Taylor honorary secretary, and
the other old blues available are Mr J H Stogdon, Mr G E Winter, Mr A E Fernie, Mr H H B
Hawkins and Mr A E Hind. There is a strong list of Seniors, but the fine band of Freshmen
who have gone up will no doubt furnish most of the new members of the eleven. S H Day, of
Malvern, and R N R Blaker, of Westminster, have already been brought into prominence by
their county cricket.

School cricket during June and the beginning of July will command the usual attention. At
Eton the prospects of a good eleven are fair. The great want is a slow bowler, and there is
no obvious person at present to fill his want. Eton have, however, three of last year’s
bowlers in P Loraine, E G Martin and G Howard-Smith. W Findlay is captain, an excellent
wicket-keeper, and the only other old choice is H K Longman, who did good service last year
and is a very promising player. It looks as though the batting will be the weakest part of
the team. Likely players, however, are C E Lambert (12th man last year), F Grenfell, G
Lyttelton and J Wormald.

At Harrow everything seems to rest on E M Dowson, who will captain the eleven. H J Wyld and
G Cookson are also at school, so that Harrow have three bats and two bowlers to go on with.
Winchester have numerous old choices left, including R S Darling, F D Joy, S N Mackenzie,
Bonham-Carter and G J Bruce. The side should, therefore, turn out well.

[Note: the full fixture list follows. This can be found at:
http://cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Seasons/Seasonal Averages/ENG/1899 f Match List.html]
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Wednesday 5 April, page 9: K S RANJITSINHJI

K S Ranjitsinhji arrived in Cambridge yesterday, having travelled by the overland route from
Marseilles. He was interviewed by a representative of the Cambridge Daily News, to whom he
gave an account of his cricket experiences in India. He said his health was indifferent and
that he still suffered from his throat. He looked forward to taking a team to Australia, he
having been requested to do so.

Being asked what effect the new suggestion that the M.C.C. should control representative
elevens would have upon that, Ranjitsinhji replied that he did not care what the M.C.C. did.
He had been asked to take a team over and he should do so, and he proposed to start at the
end of 1900. He thought that the Australian team now on its way to England was a very
powerful combination.

Ranjitsinhji said that he intended to appear for Sussex and would play regularly if all went
well. He proposed at present to make Cambridge his headquarters, and after the cricket
season was over he intended to take a team of amateurs to India. He should ask Messrs A E
Stoddart, F S Jackson, J R Mason, C J Kortright, G L Jessop, H D G Leveson-Gower, C B Fry, A
C MacLaren, N F Druce, G Brann, G MacGregor and A Priestley.
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Monday 10 April page 12: THE NOTTS COLTS MATCH

The teams for the annual match, to be played on April 24 and following day at Trent Bridge,
between 11 of the county and 22 colts and a captain were selected on Saturday at Nottingham.
The eleven will be comprised of Messrs J A Dixon, C Wright and A O Jones, Shrewsbury, W
Gunn, Attewell, Daft, Dench, J Gunn, Henson and T Oates, with W J Drury as reserve.

Mr W Marshall is to captain the twenty-two, who will be D Snaith (West Bridgford), J Snaith,
H Goodall, W Syson and N Frost (Nottingham), A Peatford (Retford), C Dobbin (Cropwell
Bishop), J Mee and T James (Ruddington), P Harrison (Mansfield Woodhouse), J Day (Sutton-on-
Trent), S Attewell (Awsworth), Fred Wild (Mansfield), T Duxfield (Wigston), G Featherstone
(Church Warsop), A Heath (Pinxton), J M Warner (Bulwell), J Stapleton (Eastwood), J Ellis
(Sutton-in-Ashfield), S Sills (Bingham), A Mawer (Sleaford) and G Anthony, who was engaged
upon the ground staff last season.
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Thursday 13 April, page 11: THE ESSEX COUNTY CLUB

The annual general meeting of the Essex County Club will be held in the pavilion at Leyton
on Wednesday, May 3, at half-past 5 and will be followed by a dinner at which Colonel
Lockwood, M.P., one of the vice-presidents of the club, will preside.

The report of the committee shows that the club is in a very satisfactory position. The
roll of members on December 31 stood at 2,127 gentlemen and 156 ladies. No fewer than 775
new members were elected during 1898.

The receipts from cricket during the year amount to £2,273 15s 10d, and the expenses,
including those incurred in connexion with club and ground matches, to just under £1,813.

In their report the committee express their deepest regret at the loss sustained by the club
last year by the death of Mr C M Tebbut, the honorary treasurer, through whose generous
assistance the financial difficulties which beset the club some few years ago were
surmounted. The last instalment on Mr Tebbut’s loan to the club has now been paid off out
of the club funds, but unfortunately several gentlemen who had given their guarantee for
various amts have not up to the present fulfilled their obligations.

Since last season some important improvements have been effected at the Leyton ground.
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Thursday 20 April page 11: THE YORKSHIRE COUNTY CLUB

A meeting of the Yorkshire County Committee was held yesterday at Sheffield, under the
presidency of Mr M G Dodworth. The eleven for the earlier matches of the season were
selected as follows: - Lord Hawke, Messrs F S Jackson and F Mitchell; Wainwright, Brown,
Hirst, Rhodes, Denton, Tunnicliffe, Hunter and Haigh. The sum of five guineas was voted to
the Cricketers’ Friendly Society.

The Colts team to oppose Notts Colts at Barnsley on May 1 and 2 will be: - W Wilkinson
(Harrogate, captain), C L Chapman (Carlcotes) and J R Bower (Leeds); T H Hirst
(Huddersfield), W Mitchell (Leeds), J Washington (Barnsley), J T Brown (Darfield), Tait
(Hickleton Main), F Asquith (Hull), T Wildman (Keighley) and T Stringer (Pudsey).

About 300 new members were elected. The opening of the new cricket and athletic ground at
Wath-upon-Dearne will take place on April 28 and 29, when the following Yorkshire team,
prior to entering upon their county engagements, will play Sixteen of the district: - Lord
Hawke, Messrs C E M Wilson and F Mitchell; Brown, Wainwright, Hirst, Denton, Rhodes,
Moorhouse, Tunnicliffe, Hunter and Haigh.
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Monday 24 April, page 14: THE SURREY COUNTY CLUB

The annual general meeting of the Surrey Club is to be held in the pavilion at the Oval on
Thursday, May 4, at 5 p.m., and on the evening of the same day the Australians will be the
guests of the club at dinner.

Despite the great expenditure involved in building the new pavilion, the club’s financial
position is thoroughly satisfactory. There are still some outstanding liabilities in
connexion with the pavilion, but the contractors have already received £33,558. As a
valuable set-off against this heavy charge the club received £14,000 as premium on the new
lease of the tavern. During last year the membership of the club reached its *maximum* -
4,000.

In their annual report the committee gratefully acknowledge the services rendered by Mr K J

Key, and announce that he has consented to remain captain of the eleven. The Lancashire
match at the Oval on August 24, 25 and 26 is to be played for the benefit of Tom Richardson.
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24 April: THE NOTTS COLTS’ MATCH
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards//.html)

Potted score: THE COLTS 132 (H H Goodall 31, T Duxfield 24; W Attewell 8/34, H B Daft 10/42)
and 61 (W Attewell 14/23, Drury 7/18). THE ELEVEN 125 (A P Jones 27, J A Dixon 21) and
30/3. Match drawn.

Day 1 (report from Tuesday 25 April, page 13)

It was a good idea of the Notts committee, as Easter fell so early this year, to play their
annual colts’ match at Trent Bridge later than usual, but unfortunately circumstances were
against them, the weather at Nottingham yesterday being cold and cheerless and rain in the
course of the afternoon stopping play for 50 minutes.

It was generally thought that the colts as a side were above the average of recent years,
and it is likely enough that under pleasanter conditions they would have made a bigger score
than 132, for which number they were batting three hours and a quarter.

The start of the innings gave promise of great things, Mr H H Goodall and Duxfield hitting
so freely that in three-quarters of an hour they scored 52 runs before they were separated.
Mr Goodall was a trifle fortunate, but all the same he showed himself capable of scoring all
round the wicket. Of the later batsmen Mr D W Snaith and Hingley were the most successful,
the former being as patient in his methods as Hingley was vigorous. As will be seen from
the analysis, Attewell and Daft bowled with great success.

The eleven, on going in to bat, obtained, in a little over an hour, 50 for two wickets, but
they would not have fared so well if a palpable chance offered by Mr A O Jones when he had
made ten had been accepted. Two left-handed bowlers in Mawer and Harrison were thought to
be promising.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 26 April, page 13)

Yesterday was essentially a bowler’s day at Nottingham, but though in the course of the
afternoon’s play 33 wickets went down for an aggregate of 166 runs, no definite conclusion
could be arrived at and the game consequently ended in a draw.

Against their opponents’ total of 132 on Monday the eleven had scored 50 for the loss of two
wickets and thus left off in a favourable position. The rain of the previous day was
succeeded yesterday by bright sunshine, and with the pitch drying rapidly batsmen were
nearly always in difficulties. The remaining eight wickets of the eleven gave little
trouble, going down in two hours and a quarter for an additional 75 runs. The total thus
reached 125, or seven behind. Hingley, Wild and Anthony each bowled well and created a very
favourable impression.

The second innings of the colts was disastrous indeed and, with the exception of Duxfield,
Peatfield and Harrison, no one could withstand the bowling of Attewell and Drury. The
innings was finished off for 61, Attewell taking l4c wickets for 23 and Drury seven for 18

runs. The eleven were left with 69 to get to win and in a little over half an hour lost
three wickets for 30 runs. Stumps were then pulled up and the match left drawn.

Friday 28 April page 12: THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM
The majority of the Australian team, with Major Wardill, the manager, arrived at Plymouth
yesterday in the Orient liner Ormuz, and subsequently proceeded to London.

LORD’ S
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Yesterday was the opening day for members’ practice at Lord’s. Since last year the ground
has undergone considerable change, and a stand, covering the south-eastern portion of the
ring, now provides accommodation for 10,000 spectators. The injunction against the club in
regard to the construction of the new tennis court is removed and the building was restarted
yesterday.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY CLUB

The annual general meeting of the Gloucestershire County Club was held yesterday at the
grand Hotel, Bristol, Mr H W Beloe presiding over an unusually large attendance.

The accounts showed that with an income of £5,700 there had been a profit on the year of
over £400, the balance to the credit of the club now standing at £2,276. The chairman said
that they had some excellent “gates,” and they had never had such a large balance to their
credit. He deeply regretted that Dr W G Grace had left, but he would play in most matches,
and in his absence Mr W Troup would captain the team.

The accounts were adopted and the feeling was expressed that more professionals should be
engaged. Mr Lowther moved an instruction to the committee to employ five additional bowlers

on the county ground, and this was carried.

A proposal to elect three new members on the committee led to a spirited discussion. In the
end the names of the new men were withdrawn and the old members were re-elected.

19



28 April: THE SURREY TRIAL MATCH
Day 1 (report from Saturday 29 April, page 13)

Mr Key had command of almost his best side against the next fourteen at the Oval yesterday.
Tom Richardson was absent owing to an injured foot. After the recent wet weather the pitch
was naturally slow; but the ball came along pretty easily and the bowlers were handicapped
by the difficulty of getting a foothold.

The best thing of the day was the batting of Mr H B Richardson for the next fourteen. He
had some luck; but he played very good cricket for his 72. He came down hard on some of the
Surrey bowlers and was good on the stroke beyond cover point. He has had plenty of
experience in really good cricket, for since his schoolboy days at Clifton he has been
strongly prominent in that Surrey second eleven which has become such a power in cricket
under the management of Mr W T Graburn.

Lockwood and Hayes bowled well yesterday for the eleven; and Clode of the fourteen showed
the capacity not only to mix his pace but to keep a fine length. Present score: - Next XIV,
178; Eleven, 59 for two wickets.

Day 2 (report from Monday 1 May, page 14)

The cricket at Kennington Oval on Saturday had no such feature as that on Friday furnished
by H B Richardson’s batting. There were rain delays and the game was not played out.

Enough was seen during the two days, under conditions disadvantageous to batsmen, to know
that Surrey still possess a wealth of talent in the next available men for the first eleven.
Of course, no particular interest attached to the actual result of the match. Clode seems a
bowler of promise, but his five wickets for 76 runs failed to secure him a place in to-day’s
fixture with Leicestershire. Mr Key has in fact decided to give H B Richardson a trial in
the eleven against Leicestershire, for Tom Richardson has, in view of his injured foot,
expressed a wish to stand out of the first match.

The scores were: - Next Fourteen, 178 and 121 (ten wickets); the Eleven, 145.
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28 April: THE HAMPSHIRE TRIAL MACH

Potted score: HAMPSHIRE 101 (Barton 42*; Mead 7 wkts) and 53 (Barton 21; A Shaw 6 wkts, K S
Ranjitsinhji 3 wkts). CAPTAIN HOARE’S XI 181 (C B Fry 120, G Brann 20; Tate 5 wkts).

Day 1 (report from Saturday 29 April, page 13)

There was some fine cricket at Southampton yesterday in the match between Hampshire and
Captain Hoare’s Eleven.

Day 2 (report from Monday 1 May, page 14)

The Hampshire team were beaten at Southampton on Saturday by an innings and 27 runs. Walter
Mead and Alfred Shaw met with great success in bowling.

Saturday 29 April, page 13: THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM

The Ormuz, with Major Wardill, Hugh Trumble, Charles McLeod, W Howell, J Worrall and V
Trumper on board, arrived at Tilbury yesterday afternoon, and the cricketers reached their
London headquarters at the Inns of Court Hotel shortly after 8 o’clock.

Monday 1 May, page 14: THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM

The Australians begin practice at Lord’s to-day. The M.C.C. committee have decided, in

consequence of the unfinished state of the new buildings, not to admit the public to the
ground until the first day of M.C.C. v Sussex, on Wednesday.
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THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE COLTS’ MATCH

Mr C L Townsend bowled with great success at Bristol on Saturday, taking 13 wickets for 33
runs, and thanks to his efforts the county team beat the colts very easily. The scores
were: - The Colts, 71 and 60; the Eleven, 135 and 6 (two wickets).
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1 May: SURREY v LEICESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5144.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 2 May, page 11)

If the cricket on the opening day of the season at the Oval found the conditions a little
disadvantageous to batsmen, the play was full of keenness and excellence. Those who think
cricket is best when runs are hard to get had a thoroughly interesting day.

Several good things in batting, some fine fielding and much deadly bowling - these were the
characteristics of yesterday’s play on the Oval. The pitch, although slow, was uncertain,

for the ball, coming at different paces from it, was always difficult to time. And herein

no doubt was the secret of the small scoring.

Lockwood has begun the season in wonderful fashion; his pace and length were very effective,
while now and again, without varying his action, he gave the batsmen the slow ball that got
more than one of them out. Five wickets for 17 runs made up Lockwood’s analysis; and this
first day of the season of the Surrey bowler must be extremely gratifying to the club, for
Tom Richardson is still far from fit and is much troubled by a bad foot. Leicestershire
were saved from utter collapse - six men went for 18 runs - by the courageous batting of Mr
de Trafford.

Surrey made a fine beginning to their innings, but, after Abel and Brockwell had scored 53
for the first wicket, a steady dismissal of the side set in. Abel when well set was badly
run out by Holland at a time when a single was of no particular consequence. And then
Leicestershire bowled and fielded so well that the difference in the scores of the first
innings promises to be far less than might have been expected.

Surrey, with a wicket in hand, are 93 runs ahead. Agar, Cole and King all bowled well for
Leicestershire. There were quite 5,000 spectators of the cricket.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 3 May, page 12)

The Surrey bowlers were irresistible on the Oval yesterday morning, and Leicestershire were
beaten by an innings and 53 runs. Lockwood and Brockwell were both breaking back at a great
pace, and this fact in itself showed the condition of the pitch under which Leicestershire
had to make their effort to save the game.

But the visitors were utterly at sea with the bowling, and in eight instances the wicket was
broken. Lockwood, as in the first innings, took five wickets, making his double analysis
ten for 37 runs, and remarkably enough all his victims were bowled. His pace and break were
tremendous yesterday and his triumphs augur well for this season’s Surrey cricket. The game
was over by half-past 1.
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1 May: THE CAMBRIDGE SENIORS’ MATCH
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards//.html)

Potted scores: MR L J MOON’S SIDE 149 (A M Sullivan 54, C A S Sewell 38; E F Penn 5/65, O W
Wright 3/70) and 126 (C H Moore 27, K E M Barker 26, G C Valpy 24*; E F Penn 6/46, O W
Wright 4/65). MR J STANNING’S SIDE 106 (H R Palmer 6/68, C F Parry 3/30) and 171/3 (J
Stanning 68, G B Newport 57*). Mr J Stanning’s Side won by eight wickets.

Day 1 (report from Tuesday 2 May, page 11)

Recent rain had made the ground at Cambridge yesterday very heavy, but the day’s cricket,
without presenting any remarkable features, was interesting.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 3 May, page 12)

On a wicket still suffering from the effects of rain batsmen had little opportunity of
showing their form at Cambridge yesterday, and Mr Stanning alone came out of the ordeal with
any particular credit. His 41 not out was a bright and attractive innings and, thanks to it
and to the bowling of Mr E F Penn, his side left off with a distinct advantage, wanting only
89 runs to win and having nine wickets in hand.

Mr Penn, who was in the Eton eleven of 1897, bowled even more effectively than on Monday,
and for the two innings his record was 11 wickets for 110 runs. Mr T G O Cole, who played a
wonderful innings of 142 for Harrow at Lord’s two seasons ago, showed good form early in the
day and was unfortunate to be run out.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 4 May, page 11)

At Cambridge, yesterday, Mr Stanning’s side, after being in a minority on the first innings,
gained an easy victory in the Seniors’ match by eight wickets. Their success was largely
due to the excellent batting of Mr Stanning himself and Mr Newport, who came together at the
fall of the second wicket on Tuesday afternoon with the score at 39, and were not separated
until yesterday morning. In all they added 100 runs during their partnership, which lasted
altogether an hour and a half.
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1 May: THE OXFORD SENIORS’ MATCH
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards//.html)

Potted score: MR R H DE MONTMORENCY’S SIDE 323 (T H K Dashwood 35, L P Collins 51, H R
Parkes 22, R H de Montmorency 84, J A Davenport 24, H White 31; A M Hollins 3/74, C D Fisher

3/46) and 74/2 (F H K Dashwood 22, L P Collins 32). MR A PAGE’S SIDE 151 (A Page 37; R H de
Montmorency 3/9) and (following on) 250 (A M Hollins 44, H Martyn 67, T Roberts 54; E B
Carter 3/67, H White 3/37, F J Portman 3/13). Mr R H de Montmorency’s Side won by nine
wickets.

Day 1 (report from Tuesday 2 May, page 11)

With the annual trial match of seniors the season at Oxford University was begun yesterday
under tolerably favourable conditions.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 3 May, page 12)

Yesterday’s cricket at Oxford in the Seniors’ match was poor in character.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 4 May, page 11)

As had been anticipated from the state of the game when play ceased on Tuesday evening, the
match at Oxford ended yesterday in a victory for Mr R H de Montmorency’s side by nine
wickets. Overnight Mr Page’s side, with two men out in their second innings for 106, still
required 71 to avoid being beaten in a single innings.

Mr Hollins and Mr Martyn were quickly disposed of, the latter having batted in most vigorous
fashion for his 67. Among his hits were a six and 11 fours. Mr Roberts afterwards played
extremely well for 54, being at the wickets only 40 minutes. The total in the end amounted
to 250, and thus Mr de Montmorency’s side were left with 74 to get to win. These were
obtained for the loss of two wickets. During the whole of the game Mr Martyn kept wicket
wonderfully well, and best among the bowlers were, perhaps, Mr Portman and Mr Good.
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1 May: YORKSHIRE COLTS v NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COLTS

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive,
wWWw.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/199/199769.html)

Day 1 (report from Tuesday 2 May, page 11)

Owing to heavy rain in the morning play in this match at Barnsley could not be started
yesterday till after lunch time. The cricket was made noteworthy by the batting of Tait and
the fast bowling of J T Brown, of Darfield. Tait played a capital innings, hitting well all
round the wicket and scoring a large proportion of the runs.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 3 May, page 12)

At Barnsley yesterday the Notts Colts won this game by two wickets, their victory - somewhat
unexpected after Monday’s play - being mainly due to the effective bowling of Iremonger. J
T Brown, of Darfield, a fast bowler who played once for Yorkshire last year and is to appear
against Worcestershire to-morrow, made a great effort to win the match for his side.

Tuesday 2 May, page 11: THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM

The Australians were at Lord’s yesterday for practice. The only member of the team who took
no active part in this was Howell, the New South Wales bowler. He was on the ground in the
morning, but, as he was suffering from a slight strain, it was thought well that he should
rest.

The conditions were not very cheering, the wind being cold and the sky overcast. The heavy
rain of last week had considerably affected the ground, but the wickets were not in such a
condition as to prevent good practice being obtained. The builders being still busy -
though their labours are drawing to a close - Lord’s was not open to the general public, and
only a few people had the opportunity of watching the Australians.

The greatest interest was taken in the doings of the players who are new to this country.
Without going into minute details, it may be said that Trumper and Noble bat in very taking
style, while on the other hand Laver, though his records prove him to be a great run-getter,
is a little clumsy and ungainly in his methods. Charles McLeod bowled remarkably well,
getting plenty of spin on balls of full medium pace. He has a capital Derbyshire, but does
not raise his hand so high above his head as did some of the famous bowlers in previous
teams. Of Noble as a bowler it is enough at present to day that he commands a good variety
of pace.

All the men seem in capital health and there was no mistake as to the thoroughness with
which they enjoyed their first experience of cricket since their long voyage. They will
practise at Lord’s for the next four days, and on Saturday they dine with Dr W G Grace at
the Crystal Palace.

Wednesday 3 May, page 12: THE TEST MATCHES BOARD

At their meeting at Lord’s on April 25 the Test Matches Board appointed the following to act
as a selection sub-committee for test matches: - Lord Hawke, Dr W G Grace and Mr H W
Bainbridge, with power to co-opt, out of the first six chosen, two amateurs to assist in
selecting the remaining players.

Auditors were appointed to deal with the question of finance. There were present at the

meeting the Hon A Lyttelton, M.P., Lord Harris, the Earl of Lichfield, Mr A J Webbe, Mr W H
Patterson, Dr W G Grace, Mr A N Hornby, Mr C E Green, Mr H D G Leveson-Gower and Lord Hawke.
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3 May: MARYLEBONE CRICKET CLUB v SUSSEX
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5145.html)
Day 1 (report from Thursday 4 May, page 11)

The M.C.C. opened their season yesterday at Lord’s with an interesting day’s cricket. There
was much good bowling by Trott, J T Hearne and Tate, but the chief feature of the play was
the splendid batting of Mr C B Fry, while Trott gave a fine exhibition of resolute hitting.

Although the pitch was slow and gave the bowlers some assistance, Mr Fry played with great
confidence from the first and put on runs at a fast rate, and with the exception of a chance
to Mr Burnup in the long field at 23 he hardly made a bad stroke. Mr Fry was dismissed by a
good catch by Trott, who held a hard, low return. Altogether he was batting for two hours
and was fourth out at 150. His vigorous innings included 15 fours.

After Mr Fry had left the Sussex batsmen collapsed again the bowling of J T Hearne and Trott
and the last six wickets fell for 28 runs. Both had good analyses after the luncheon
interval, Trott taking four wickets for 14 runs and Hearne one less for the same number.

When the club went in to bat a most disastrous start was made, but Trott came to the rescue
of his side with an invaluable innings. Although not playing with the same finish as Mr
Fry, he hit with tremendous power. He was batting 70 minutes and his chief hits were nine
fours, four threes and three twos, but these scarcely represented the vigour of his cricket.

Going in a second time 33 runs to the good, Sussex lost Marlow’s wicket for 23 runs, so at
the close of play they were 56 ahead with nine batsmen to go in. K S Ranjitsinhji was
unable to play for Sussex, as he was suffering from throat trouble.

Day 2 (report from Friday 5 May, page 11)

After having the better of the cricket in the opening day’s play, Sussex yesterday at Lord’s
gave such a poor display in their second innings that the M.C.C. had no difficulty in
winning by five wickets. For this result the club were largely indebted to the grand
batting and bowling of Albert Trott. In the match he made 133 runs, while he had the
splendid analysis of 11 wickets for just over ten runs apiece. J T Hearne also bowled
extremely well, and by taking nine wickets for 98 runs proved that he was equally difficult
to play.

Overnight Sussex in their second innings were 56 runs to the good for the loss of Marlow’s
wicket, but when the game was resumed the batsmen could do little with the bowling of J T
Hearne and Albert Trott. The former in particular, with his splendid length, was very
difficult to get away, while Trott mixed his bowling with considerable judgment. With the
exception of a well-played innings of 20 by Mr Fry, who was again top scorer for his side,
there was very little worthy of mention in the Sussex cricket.

Requiring 131 runs, the club began very badly, and when three wickets had fallen for 19 it
seemed probable that Sussex might win. But at this period Trott came in and with Mr Foley
for a partner practically won the match for his side. While Mr Foley was content to play a
strongly defensive game, Trott hit out with tremendous power and punished all the bowling
severely. He was fourth to leave at 101 and his vigorous innings included no fewer than 14
fours. Considering the pace at which he scored, he ran very few risks, while the brilliancy
of his hitting was considerably enhanced by the fact that the pitch gave the bowlers some
assistance.

After Trott left Mr Tindall was soon dismissed, but Mr Foley and Lees Whitehead hit off the

necessary runs. Mr Foley played very steady cricket for 23, for which he was batting 70
minutes.
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Thursday 4 May, page 11: THE MARYLEBONE CLUB

The annual general meeting of the M.C.C. was held yesterday afternoon in the pavilion at
Lord’s, Mr Alfred Lyttelton, M.P. (the retiring president), being in the chair. Among the
large number of members present were Sir Spencer Ponsonby-Fane, the Duke of Buccleuch, the
Earl of Jersey, Earl Winterton, the Earl of Pembroke, Major-General F C Trevor, Messrs V E
Walker, A J Webbe, A W Ridley, E L Bateman, C.B., A N Hornby, A Appleby, K J Key, W E
Denison, H Perkins, A E Stoddart, G MacGregor, W H Patterson, P H Hewett, M Turner, C I
Thornton, W J Ford, C E de Trafford, P F Warner, G J V Weigall, W W Read, Arthur Wilson, E H
Bray, E A Nepean, G W Ricketts, Denzil Onslow, C E Horner, H Philipson, S W Scott, Major
Hardy and Captain J St J Frederick.

The annual report of the committee stated that in 1891 the club consisted of 4,395 members,
an increase of 107 over the previous year, of whom 3,923 paid; 205 were life members; and
267 were abroad.

During the past season 193 matches were played by the club, of which 109 were won, 33 lost
and 51 drawn.

The Earl of Jersey, Lord Hawke, Mr E L Bateman and Mr W H Long retired by rotation from the
committee.

In accordance with statements made in the last annual report the new tennis and racquet
courts have been in the course of erection, and had it not been for an action brought by the
tenant of No 2, Grove-end-road, for interference with ancient lights in respect of a
greenhouse, would by now be ready for play. The plans of this building were accepted after
a careful comparison of the plans and designs of other well-known courts with a view to
obtaining the best courts in the world. To meet the wishes of a large number of members a
squash racquet court has been added to the new tennis and racquet courts at the back of the
pavilion.

At the request of the County Cricket Clubs a committee was appointed by the M.C.C. during
the winter months which has revised the county qualification rules, and the M.C.C. committee
has approved of the alterations recommended. A board to regulate future test matches with
Australia has also been formed, at the request of the first-class counties, and arrangements
have been made (inter alia) for the selection of representative teams for five test matches,
and for the equitable apportionment of net gate money.

An agreement between M.C.C. and Middlesex C.C. has been arranged whereby the relationship
between these clubs has been placed upon a businesslike and satisfactory footing.

The catering department was carried on at a loss, as appears on the balance sheet appended
to the club accounts. An analysis of the refreshment accounts discloses the fact that this
loss 1is entirely attributable to the supply of refreshments to members and their friends.
The refreshment committee hope that, in spite in the many difficulties with which they are
confronted, it may be possible to show more favourable results in the future.

The proceedings were, as usual, private, but at the close of the meeting information was
given to the Press that the report was adopted and that the Hon Alfred Lyttelton had
announced as his successor as President of the club Lord Justice A L Smith.

Some little time later it was announced that of the seven candidates for the four vacancies
on the committee Mr Alfred Lyttelton, Mr A N Hornby, Mr F S Jackson and Mr John Shuter had
been duly elected.

The alterations in the laws of cricket which were confirmed at the meeting were as follows:

33 (a). A batsmen being out from any cause the ball shall be “dead.”

33 (b). 1If the ball, whether struck with the bat or not, lodges in a batsman’s clothing the
ball shall become “dead.”

28



46. They shall not order a batsman out unless appealed to by the other side. N.B. - An

Appeal, “How’s that?” covers all ways of being out (within the Jjurisdiction of the umpire
appealed to) unless a specific way of getting out is stated by the person asking. (N.B.

The words between parentheses are moved as an amendment.)

One-day matches. - 2. The match, unless played out, shall be decided by the first innings.
Prior to the commencement of a match it may be agreed that the over consist of five or six
balls. N.B. - A tie is included in the words “played out.”
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THE YORKSHIRE COUNTY CLUB

The adjourned annual general meeting of the Yorkshire County Club was held in Sheffield
yesterday. Lord Hawke, who presided, in moving the adoption of the annual report, referred
to the loss which the club had sustained by the death of Mr M J Ellison, the late president,
and also of his son, Mr M Ellison, who had acted as hon. treasurer for many years.

He expressed pleasure at the success of the county team in again winning the championship
last season; mentioned that the funds of the club amounted to £6,709; and that up to date
the sum of £1,659 had been handed to Wainwright as the proceeds of his benefit. Mr M J
Dodsworth seconded the resolute, which was unanimously passed.

The chairman moved the adoption en bloc of the revised rules, which had been printed and
circulated among the members. Mr C Stokes seconded the motion, which was unanimously
adopted.

Alderman J R Bowen, of Leeds, proposed that Lord Hawke be elected president in the room of
the late Mr Ellison. Mr Sam Shaw, of Dewsbury, seconded the motion, and it was unanimously
adopted. Lord Hawke thanked the meeting for the honour paid him, which, he said, next to
being president of the M.C.C., he regarded as being the greatest honour a man could have.

Major Shepherd, Bradford; Mr M J Dodsworth, Sheffield; and Alderman Bower, Leeds, were
elected vice-presidents, and the chairman announced that Mr F S Jackson would be one of the
additional vice-presidents whom the committee had power to appoint. Mr C Stokes, Sheffield,
was elected hon. treasurer. The chairman said that the membership list of 950 had been
increased by the addition of 523 new members.
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ESSEX COUNTY CLUB

The annual meeting of the Essex County Club was held last evening on the county ground,
Leyton. Mr C E Green presided over a large company.

The chairman congratulated the members on the satisfactory nature of the report and balance-
sheet, and said that they had reason to be satisfied with the performances of Essex in the
field. Essex cricket had now become a feature with the public and the game had taken deep
root in the county.

Mr C E Green paid a tribute to the late Mr C M Tebbut, who had done so much for the club,
and then said that with the side they had they need not despair of championship honours.
They owed a debt of gratitude to Mr Owen for his able captaincy.

The present number of members was 2,300, and the revenue last year materially exceeded the
expenditure. Mr H H Francis seconded the adoption of the report, which was unanimously
agreed to.

Messrs A J Edwards, G Pagensticher and W Comerford were re-elected on the committee, and a
hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr Green.

THE MIDDLESEX ELEVEN

At the meeting of the Middlesex County Club at Lord’s yesterday Mr A E Stoddart tendered his
resignation of the captaincy of the county eleven, which was accepted with great regret. Mr
Gregor M’'Gregor was elected to the post, with Mr F G J Ford as vice-captain.

MR L C H PALAIRET. - Cricketers will learn with extreme regret that Mr L C H Palairet will
not be able to play cricket this year until August, and possibly not even then. He has
recently had to undergo a serious operation for some internal trouble and cannot for the
present attempt to take the field.
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4 May: LANCASHIRE v WARWICKSHIRE

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5146.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 5 May, page 11)

Cricket of an interesting character was witnessed in the opening match of the Lancashire
season at 0Old Trafford yesterday, when the afternoon brought success to Tyldesley, who

played an innings for the northern county that saved the side from what at one time
threatened to be an utter collapse.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 6 May, page 11)
At Manchester yesterday, owing chiefly to fine bowling by Mold and Mr Ainsworth, the

Lancashire eleven gained a victory over Warwickshire by ten wickets, the end being reached
by 25 minutes to 6.
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4 May: SURREY v DERBYSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5147.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 5 May, page 11)

The Surrey men played very good cricket at the Oval yesterday, and their day’s work promises
another success to follow their fine victory over Leicestershire. William Brockwell was
completely himself yesterday in that fine forcing game which gives him an unrivalled
position in the Surrey eleven. His powerful play on the leg side and his method of
punishing a well pitched up ball quickly won for him the admiration of the large company.
From the first he seemed always at home and, playing with a powerful and easy precision, he
made 102 out of 170 at the rate of about a run a minute. He hit 18 fours and was the third
out.

While Brockwell carried off the chief honours of the day, there were other good
performances. Lockwood forced the game all round the wicket and was, as usual, particularly
strong on the leg side, while Hayward got his 55 with all that finish which seems to mark
his play as much as it did his uncle’s - the Tom Hayward of the old Cambridgeshire eleven.
Another good innings on the Surrey side was the 45 of Mr Richardson, who has completely
justified his selection. The Derbyshire men fielded and bowled fairly well and Storer was
quite himself at the wicket; but the ball came along at a nice easy pace and thus the
batsmen were at an advantage.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 6 May, page 11)

Although Derbyshire had to play an uphill game during the whole of yesterday’s cricket at
the Oval, there were several batting feats of considerable merit. But, despite the good
form of Storer, Mr L G Wright and Chatterton, at the close they were left in a hopeless
position.

One of the most pleasing features of the game was the batting of Storer, who thus early in
the season has proved that as an all-round cricketer he has lost none of his skill. His 77
was put together in quite his best form; the stroke on the leg side and the cut were played
with equal precision, and the vigour of his batting can be judged from his hits, which
included two fives and ten fours. Going in at 65, Storer made his 50 out of the next 64,
and altogether was at the wickets nearly an hour and a half. The ball came along at a nice
easy pace, but the rest of the Derbyshire side gave rather a disappointing display.

In the second innings Mr L G Wright showed excellent defence and he did not fail to punish
the loose balls. With Chatterton, who showed all his well-known finish, 89 runs were added
for the second wicket. When seven batsmen were out for 190 it was doubtful whether
Derbyshire would save the single-innings defeat, but Hancock then hit with considerable
effect. Mr D L A Jephson was very successful with his lobs and in the two innings took
eight wickets for 10 runs apiece.

Surrey required 49 to win, and at the close of play had made 18 without loss.

Day 3 (report from Monday 8 May, page 13)

Surrey beat Derbyshire at the Oval on Saturday by ten wickets. The position of the game
overnight had placed the result beyond doubt, for Surrey required only 31 runs to win.
Brockwell and Abel had no difficulty in getting this number, and half an hour’s play
finished the match.
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4 May: WORCESTERSHIRE v YORKSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5148.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 5 May, page 11)

Worcestershire have entered upon first-class cricket with great promise. By reason of their
carrying off the minor counties championship in two successive years they were able to
obtain sufficient fixtures to qualify for the more important competition, and yesterday saw
their first appearance at the county ground at Worcester in an important match.

In meeting last year’s champions Worcestershire were set a hard task, and they have so far
come through the trying ordeal with distinct success. If anything, Yorkshire were the more
favoured yesterday, inasmuch as they batted first, but the end of the day found
Worcestershire with a useful advantage, for, with three wickets in hand, they held a lead of
37 runs.

Wilson, a fast right-handed bowler, was chiefly responsible for Worcestershire’s doing so
well. So difficult was he to play that he took eight wickets for 70, and at no time was any
prolonged stand made against him. At one time, when Arnold and Mr R E Foster were together
and the hundred had been reached with only two men out, a really good score seemed in
prospect, but a startling change came over the game and six wickets were down for 111.
However, Wheldon played admirably at the critical time. The longest partnership of the day
was that of Mr H K Foster and Arnold, who put on 50 runs.

The Worcester ground is a very good one, being fully large enough for important matches and
well appointed; and the wicket yesterday appeared to be in excellent order.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 6 May, page 11)

As the result of some highly interesting cricket at Worcester yesterday, the home county
maintained the advantage they had gained on Thursday and have an excellent prospect of
winning their opening match in the county championship. The fortune of the game varied
considerably, Yorkshire at one time having the better position; but in the end
Worcestershire left off requiring only 80 runs to win and having eight wickets to fall.

This favourable state of affairs was due to the all-round work of the side rather than to
any individual performance, and the honours of the day belonged to Wainwright. When he
began his innings of 86 Yorkshire had lost four wickets for 62, and another fell before the
arrears of 72 were hit off. But it was from that point that Yorkshire’s prospects improved,
and before they lost another man they had decidedly the best of matters. While Wainwright
forced the game Hirst kept up a sound defence, and 115 runs were added in an hour and a
quarter.

At length, when Hirst was caught in the slips for a capital 35, Yorkshire were 110 runs on
with four wickets to fall. However, a collapse followed; the innings closed for 205 and
Worcestershire were set only 134 runs to win. Wainwright during the hour and three-quarters
that he was at the wickets scored 86 out of 141, and hit 13 fours, five threes and four
twos. Probably the only mistake he made was in calling Mr Mitchell for a short run which
cost the old Cambridge captain his wicket just when Yorkshire sadly needed runs.

With Mr H K Foster bowled first ball by Rhodes Worcestershire began their second innings
disastrously, but Mr R E Foster and Arnold batted well. Generally speaking the fielding was
good. A fairly large company took a keen enjoyment in the cricket.

Day 3 (report from Monday 8 May, page 13)

After getting very near to victory Worcestershire had to put up with defeat in their opening
match in first-class cricket, Yorkshire winning a remarkable game by 11 runs at Worcester on
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Saturday. For this success, which came to them most unexpectedly, last year’s champions
have to thank their newest recruit, J T Brown, the young professional from Darfield.

With Rhodes unable to get his length and Haigh and Hirst also failing, Brown was soon called
upon; and so finely did he bowl that he actually took six wickets in nine overs for 19 runs.
Bowling fast right hand, he caused a complete collapse when it appeared that Worcestershire
must win. He began by bowling Mr R E Foster, who with Arnold added 62 for the third wicket;
but it was not until after the 100 went up with only four men out that the home county’s
batting broke down absolutely. In a few overs four more wickets fell to Brown, so that with
only two men to be dismissed Worcestershire wanted 22 runs. Ten of these were obtained, and
then the remaining wickets went down. Thus Yorkshire secured a most sensational victory,
six wickets actually falling for 22 runs.

Of course, all the honours belonged to J T Brown on Saturday, but the match will add greatly
to Worcestershire’s reputation and attract general attention to their doings. An
unfortunate accident happened to Hunter, the Yorkshire wicket-keeper, who split his hand so
badly that he will probably be unable to play for some weeks. The finish of the game was
favoured by fine weather, but there was only a small company, the end being reached at ten
minutes to 1.
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4 May: THE FRESHMEN’S MATCH AT OXFORD

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards//.html)
Potted score: MR F H B CHAMPAIN’S SIDE 286 (J T Adamson 20, W S Medlicott 63, W F A Rattigan
119, F H Humphreys 33; R A Williams 3/91, W L H Moss 3/65, E S Duval 3/23) and 201/2 dec (J
P Knox 46, J T Adamson 32, H F Terry 67*, W S Medlicott 45*). MR B J T BOSANQUET’'S SIDE 299
(C H B Marsham 76, H C Pilkington 27, R A Williams 35, B Ussher 46, W L H Moss 21; G F
Bentley 3/31, J P Knox 4/96, F H Humphreys 3/77) and 162/6 (J L Stow 25, H C Pilkington
104*; G W F Kelly 3/37). Match drawn.

Day 1 (report from Friday 5 May, page 11)

The most interesting feature of the cricket yesterday at Oxford in the opening stage of the

Freshmen’s match was the success for Mr Champain’s side of Messrs Rattigan and Medlicott,
two of the best bats in the Harrow Eleven last year.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 6 May, page 11)

At Oxford, in the Freshmen’s match, the game was left in a very even condition last evening.

Day 3 (report from Monday 8 May, page 13)
Mr H C Pilkington’s brilliant batting gave distinction to the cricket at Oxford on Saturday,

when the trial match was left drawn. Mr Pilkington was captain at Eton last year. His 104
runs were made in a couple of hours.
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4 May: THE FRESHMEN’S MATCH AT CAMBRIDGE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards//.html)

Potted scores: MR T L TAYLOR’S SIDE 325 (E B Noel 34, E R Wilson 60, W K P Ffrench 77, H A
Jones 36*, T L Taylor 41; P R Johnston 6/73) and 207/6 (G F Collett 57, C C T Doll 57, P W

Robertson 35). MR H H B HAWKINS’S SIDE 141 (W S Tresawna 37, J N B Champain 39, D R Taylor
21; L J Clayton 4/31) and (following on) 337 (S H Day 47, N O Tagart 24, W S Tresawna 20, J
N B Champain 44, P R Johnston 35, D R Taylor 73, E W N Wyatt 29; E R Wilson 6/73). Mr T L

Taylor’s Side won by five wickets.

Day 1 (report from Friday 5 May, page 11)

There are several Freshmen with high cricket reputations up at Cambridge this year, and the
trial match, which began yesterday, possessed more interest than usual.

Day 2 (scorecard but no report from Saturday 6 May, page 11)

Day 3 (report from Monday 8 May, page 13)

The trial match of the Cambridge Freshmen ended on Saturday in a win for the side captained
by Mr Taylor by five wickets.

37



Friday 5 May, page 11: THE SURREY COUNTY CLUB

There was a large attendance of members in the great hall of the Oval pavilion yesterday for
the annual general meeting, over which the Attorney-General presided. Sir R Webster was
supported by Lieutenant-Colonel Farmer, Mr Wildman Cattley, Mr Winterflood, Dr Blades, Mr W
E Roller, Mr John Shuter, Lieutenant-Colonel Bircham, Major-General Trevor, General Sir
Frederick Marshall and Mr Denzil Onslow.

Sir Richard Webster, in moving the adoption of the report and balance-sheet, congratulated
the members on the prosperity of the club. He pointed out the fine work done by Surrey last
year on the Oval, and if they did not win the championship they had the merit of not losing
a match at home. He congratulated Yorkshire on their splendid year, which brought to them
the championship, and he was convinced that Yorkshire were the best all round side of last
summer.

Surrey were fortunate enough to retain the services of Mr K J Key as captain; and he had the
meeting with him in thinking that Mr Key rather underrated his abilities in putting himself
so late on the order.

The new pavilion was now complete, but they had not thoroughly agreed with the Duchy of
Cornwall as to the way the side stands should be constructed. He hoped, however, that some
early agreement would be arrived at. Under these circumstances the storage of cycles would
be made at the Vauxhall entrance to the ground.

In spite of the tremendous expenditure entailed by the new pavilion the Surrey Club was now
quite solvent. But the committee had thought it desirable that the members should be
increased from the 4,000 limit by another 300, and they asked for the authority to make this
change in the rules. The 4,000 membership was exhausted last year and the committee would
exercise their usual discretion in the new election.

In answer the questions from the members, the chairman said that the idea of reducing the
admission fee for the Gentlemen v Players would be considered by the committee. The winter
wage for professionals was already in practice at the Oval, and the question of drinking
fountains on the ground was a subject that he would impress on the committee.

A vote of thanks to Mr Key for his captaincy preceded the election of officers for the year.
Sir Richard Webster, as president; General Sir Frederick Marshall, as vice-president; and Mr
Wildman Cattley, as treasurer, were all re-elected.

THE ESSEX CLUB. - Colonel Lockwood, M.P., presided at the annual dinner on Wednesday evening
at the county ground, Leyton, when there was a company of nearly 200. He congratulated the
county on its rise in a few years after a long period of mediocrity, and coupled with the
toast of the evening the name of Mr Charles Ernest Green, the old Cambridge blue, to whom
Essex really owe their existence as a cricket county. Mr D J Morgan, Mr O R Borradaile and
the members of last year’s team were among those present.

Saturday 6 May, page 11: THE MARYLEBONE CLUB
In connexion with the new stand at Lord’s, the M.C.C. have made the following regulations: -

At ordinary matches the price of seats will be 1s a day, and at the Eton and Harrow and
Oxford and Cambridge matches and all the Australian matches, except the one with England,
half-a-crown a day.

On the occasion of the England and Australia match special regulations will be in force, the
seating accommodation of the stand being divided into two equal parts. In the west part the
charge will be 5s a day, and in the east portion 1ls a day. The 5s tickets will be sold
beforehand to the public after June 1.
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The M.C.C. have also arranged to issue 6d entrance tickets to the ground by which members
will be able to admit their friends at the members’ entrance.

THE LONDON COUNTY CRICKET CLUB

The finishing touches are now being given to the new buildings and fixtures at the Crystal
Palace ground for the reception of the Australians on Monday, when the new colonial team
make their first appearance in England. The open winter and the recent spell of dry weather
have been very favourable to ground men, and yesterday the turf on the cricket ground at the
Crystal Palace promised everything for a true pitch.

Dr Grace has personally supervised the preparation of the ground and arrangements. The
handsome new pavilion and the temporary public stand will be ready for use on Monday, and
the ordinary visitors to the palace will also be able to get a view of the cricket from the
grass slopes. To-night Dr Grace and the Crystal Palace management entertain the Australian
cricketers at dinner.

Monday 8 May, page 13: THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM

With reference to the big match which begins to-day at the Crystal Palace, the Australians
will not decide upon their eleven until this morning. The South of England team will
consist of: -

Dr W G Grace, Mr J R Mason, Mr C L Townsend, Mr C B Fry, Mr G L Jessop, K S Ranjitsinhji,
Lockwood, Brockwell, Hayward, Abel and Board.

The Australian team were entertained at dinner by Dr W G Grace and the London County Club at
the Crystal Palace on Saturday evening. Lord Suffield presided, and the company, in
addition to the Australians, included the Hon J W Taverner, Minister of Agriculture,
Victoria; Mr Henry Gillman, the manager of the Crystal Palace; Colonel Campbell, Colonel
Thompson, Mr A Biggs, Mr E Clark, Mr E Schenk, Mr E Milner, Mr W Gardiner, Mr J R Mason and
Mr C L Townsend.

Major Wardill, the Australian manager, in responding to the toast of the team, expressed the
opinion that, if they had not players of such mark as Spofforth, Blackham and Palmer, they
had brought a fine side, and their only wish was for fine weather and good wickets.

Dr W G Grace, in replying for the London County Club, mentioned that the membership had
already passed beyond 600, and they hoped to get plenty of hard matches and good cricket at
the Palace. As for the Australians, he wanted to see their new bowlers and to judge whether
they were as good as Mr Stoddart’s team made them out to be. It was common knowledge that a
team did not always perform so well hen in this country as on their own ground. There
generally was an excuse, and on Monday it would, no doubt, be said that there were too many
trees on the boundaries.

He was indeed sorry that they had not had a little longer time to prepare the ground; but if
they at present had not the pavilion and everything else as it should be, he hoped all would
be right when the team visited them in July. He hoped they would, while in this country,
make their home in London.

On his Australian visits he had found that the English teams were always treated right
royally. With Major Wardill at the head the tour would be carried out as it should be, and
if the present team did not make a record he was sure they were a rare good lot of
cricketers. Whether England won or lost in the coming contests, they should meet with the
same friendly spirit as they did that evening.
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8 May: MARYLEBONE CRICKET CLUB v YORKSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5149.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 9 May, page 9)

Although not represented by a very powerful batting side the M.C.C. at Lord’s yesterday had
slightly the better of the opening day’s play against Yorkshire. The cricket generally was
of a varying character.

This was especially the case in the Club’s innings, for, after an indifferent start, so well
did Storer and Chatterton bat that there appeared every prospect of a large score, but when
once the partnership had been broken the remaining batsmen offered only a feeble resistance
to the bowling of Haigh and Hirst, and the innings closed for a comparatively moderate
total. Storer and Chatterton were responsible for 147 out of 180 from the bat, and eight of
the side could only make 16 between them. Storer’s chief hits were 14 fours, three threes
and four twos.

When Yorkshire started their innings runs were put on at a fast rate, and the first half-
hour’s cricket produced 66 runs, at which total Brown left for a hard hit 43. When four he
was badly missed by Roche, but otherwise he showed excellent form. In marked contrast to
this Mr F S Jackson was batting three-quarters of an hour for two.

With six wickets down for 95 it seemed probable that the champion county would be dismissed
for a small score, but Wainwright and Haigh improved their prospects, and at the close they
were 42 runs behind with two wickets in hand.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 10 May, page 14)

Although not possessing anything so attractive as the batting of Chatterton, Storer and
Brown on the previous day, the cricket at Lord’s yesterday was always interesting if only
from the evenness of the match. Lord Hawke’s 30 not out proved a very useful contribution,
which enabled the side to get within 11 runs of the club’s total. J T Hearne bowled
exceedingly well and he took seven wickets for just ten runs apiece.

With several of their most reliable batsmen failing in the club’s second innings, it was
left to Mr C P Foley and Mr A F Somerset to carry off the batting honours. Mr Foley made
his 48 out of the first 69. While playing a strong defensive game, at times he hit with
considerable power, his best stroke being his late cut. Mr Somerset also showed good form.

The feature of the innings, however, was the grand bowling of Hirst, who kept a splendid
length and was very difficult to play. He took seven wickets for under seven runs apiece,
while in the match he had the fine analysis of 11 wickets for 82 runs. His catch which
dismissed Storer was a splendid one, as the ball was travelling at a tremendous rate.
Throughout the innings the Yorkshire fielding was very close.

Requiring 197 to win, Brown and Tunnicliffe made a good start for Yorkshire by putting on 44
for the first wicket, although Tunnicliffe was somewhat favoured by fortune. When stumps
were drawn Yorkshire required 92 runs to win with six wickets in hand.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 11 May, page 9)

After an exciting finish Yorkshire beat the M.C.C. at Lord’s yesterday by one wicket. The
result was in doubt until the last ball was bowled. Several times during the innings the
Club’s prospects of victory seemed hopeful. And when Mr F S Jackson, who was suffering from
an injured hand, went in 20 were still required to give his side the victory. With Haigh
content to keep up his end Mr Jackson hit off the runs, and the game was over at 1 o’clock.

For this result Yorkshire were largely indebted to Haigh, who batted with great nerve at a
critical period. Going in when half the side were out for 105, he remained at the wickets
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for an hour and 20 minutes, and carried out his bat for a well-played 36. Mr F Mitchell,
after rather an uncertain start overnight, showed good form, and he made some fine drives on
both sides of the wicket. During the innings Mr A F Somerset kept wicket for Storer, who

had slightly bruised his hand.
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8 May: NOTTINGHAMSHIRE v LANCASHIRE

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5150.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 9 May, page 9)

Notts had the good fortune to win the toss in their match against Lancashire at Trent Bridge
yesterday, and though for some time they fared disastrously they managed in the end to put
together 249. Mr Jones and Shrewsbury were both dismissed with the score at eight, and in
spite of the efforts of W Gunn, Attewell and Mr Dixon six men were out for 67.

However, the partnership of Mr Dixon and John Gunn brought about a great change, and an
unexpected stand was made for the last wicket by Iremonger and Oates, who hit in resolute
style and put on 64 runs together. Mr Dixon played careful cricket for his invaluable 71,
and John Gunn, who was ninth out at 185, did not give a chance in his 60, which included
four fours, three threes and 11 twos.

Lancashire had 50 minutes’ batting at the close of the afternoon, and did so badly that
three of their best wickets were lost for 45 runs, Notts being thus left with a substantial
advantage on the day’s play.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 10 May, page 14)

The bad weather prevented any cricket at Nottingham yesterday

Day 3 (report from Thursday 11 May, page 9)

This match was drawn at Trent-bridge yesterday.
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8 May: SOUTH OF ENGLAND v AUSTRALIANS
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5151.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 9 May, page 9)

No Australian team, not even excepting the great sides of 1882 and 1884, ever secured so
much general public attention as that which opened its tour at the Crystal Palace yesterday.
The cause can be easily traced to the failure of Mr Stoddart’s splendid side in Australia
two years ago, for it was against that side that not a few of the present team won their
spurs.

The fielding of the Australians yesterday was exquisite, and the bowling, if a trifle
humdrum, was lacking neither in pace nor in length. They were yesterday pitted against a
wonderfully fine eleven of the South of England, and in bowling and fielding they acquitted

themselves well. To get such a side as represented the South of England out for 246 on a
beautifully true pitch was in itself a notable feat, and had it not been for three batsmen
the South would have been out for much less. It is too early yet, of course, to pronounce

on the batting abilities of the Australians, but they look like a fine side, and the
prospects are that England will have to fight hard in the five test matches.

The striking feature of yesterday’s cricket was the way the Australians played when the game
seemed to be going against them. Two wickets down at luncheon time for 128 and so many good
batsmen to follow might have made any side relax a little, but after the interval the
Australians fought harder than ever, and were rewarded. It was only Lockwood’s splendid
forcing game in the last half an hour that enabled the South of England to reach a
respectable total in the end.

Perhaps the finest cricket of the day was displayed by Mr Fry and Hayward. While they were
adding 114 for the third wicket their batting was so full of precision and of excellence
that the Englishmen seemed in for a colossal score. Mr Fry made his mark as a great batsman
last year, and he has already confirmed it this year. Yesterday nothing could have been
better than his perfection of style and his wonderfully strong game in front of the wicket.
Hayward perhaps played a less powerful game; but he had more strokes and was particularly
clever on the leg-side. These two men, apart from Lockwood, alone did anything remarkable.

Going in late, Dr Grace did little; and Ranjitsinhji failed to exhibit his old precision in
his wonderful leg play. But it was a splendid day’s cricket, rendered notable particularly
by Fry’s driving and the excellent fielding of the Australians. The South of England team

would be better for the addition of another great bowler, and it was unfortunate that Jack

Hearne was engaged in playing for the M.C.C. at Lord’s. Still, Dr Grace has a batting side
of great strength, and on the good wicket such as that at the Crystal Palace yesterday the

Australians, with their best side, were fortunate in getting the team out for 246.

The conditions for the game yesterday were excellent and there was a crowd of 8,000 people.
Mr Henry Gillman had charge of the arrangements, and with Dr Grace he is to be congratulated
on the debut of the London County Club.

Play will be resumed at midday.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 10 May, page 14)

The Australians laid a good foundation for their fame as a batting side by their cricket on
the London County Club ground at the Crystal Palace yesterday, and this, coming after their
beautiful fielding and true bowling of the Monday, only confirms the good opinion already
pronounced on the side. They were at the wickets the whole of the playing hours yesterday,
and exceeded the South of England score by 111 runs. Two batsmen were still in hand.

The spectators, of whom there were about 10,000, had opportunities of judging of the side’s
batting yesterday. Two men got over 100 and there were one or two other useful scores. But
the chief honours belonged to Gregory and Noble. Gregory was very strong all round the
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wicket. His best cricket was seen up to the time that he had made 80; afterwards his play,
in his anxiety to reach 100, became less satisfactory. But taken altogether it was a fine

innings, although of no particular pace. There were ten fours made by Gregory during the
three and a half hours that he was in. Gregory scored over 100 on the Palace ground three
years ago, so that he seems to possess a knack for showing his best form there. There were

questions of chances to Board at the wicket and one of the fieldsmen, but they were so
difficult as to be ignored as errors in the field.

It was after luncheon that the great change came over the match. Four wickets had gone for
159 when the Gregory and Noble partnership began, which yielded 141 runs. Noble played very
well. He 1is not an attractive batsman to watch, but he comes down well on the ball and he
plays very straight. He is still not out with 105, and his chances of improving his score
are favourable. Clement Hill played well for his runs, and Worrall hit hard until he was
cleverly caught in the deep-field.

The English bowling, apart from that of Lockwood’s, lacked sting. Grace’s slows puzzled
some of the cricketers, and his deception in pitch and pace led to many scrambling strokes.
Townsend’s slows were for a long time very expensive; but his subsequent success improved
his analysis so much that he now has five wickets to his credit, at about a cost of 20 runs
each.

The Australians are a sound batting side; but their men, accustomed to the slowness of the
matches in Australia, are inclined to play the same quiet cricket as in practised in the
colonies, where the big matches have unlimited days allotted to them. The type of cricketer
which the English public loved was to be found in the class of Massie, McDonnell, Lyons and
Bonnor; but there is none of this class with the present team, whose sole aim seems to be an
easy steadiness. The English fielding yesterday was not to be compared to the wonderful
form of the Australians on Monday. After a gloomy morning the weather became very fine and
the wicket played well all day.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 11 May, page 9)

The first of the Australian matches has been left unfinished with the drawn game in a
position favourable to the visitors, for when the end came last evening at the Crystal
Palace, the Australians had only 87 to make to win and had nine wickets left.

It has often been thought best in the opening match of these Australian tours to begin with
a game in which easy hours could be observed; and had this not been done on the first three
days of this week the Australians might now be enjoying their first victory. Their initial
cricket has established a reputation for the side - they are admirable fieldsmen, their
batting possesses precision and steadiness, and their bowling, if lacking in variety, is
marked by sting, pace and length.

The Australians have acquitted themselves well in their first test of merit; and they will
now enter upon the serious part of their campaign with the respect of the general public.
Other sides from the colonies have possessed bowlers and batsmen of more distinctive
brilliancy; but there is a vein of excellence running through this new team which assures
them success in the majority of their engagements.

In this match at the Crystal Palace they were playing on a pitch the trueness of which
lasted to the end; the bowlers had only their own skill to help them. Under Dr Grace’s
instruction the ground men at the Palace have secured a playing field which is equal to
either Lord’s or the Oval, except for the boundaries, where the bowler’s arm is often lost
in the trees. But the Sydenham authorities are not likely to sacrifice their finely-wooded
landscape for cricket, and the trees on the boundary must remain. A cricketer has no eye
for the picturesque; and the beautiful row of limes at the nursery end of Lord’s some years
ago was sacrificed to the clamour of the batsmen, who lost the bowler’s arm in the foliage,
and to the fieldsmen, who attributed dropped catches to these same limes.

At one time yesterday the match at the Palace promised a win for the Australians. That was
just before 4 o’clock, when, with five men gone in the second innings, the South of England
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had yet 24 arrears to make up. But then came one of the best periods of the match. K S
Ranjitsinhiji and Dr Grace got together and played a most beautiful hour’s cricket.
Ranjitsinhji was quite himself; his beautiful play on the leg-side and his precise cutting
were worthy of his reputation, and his wrist and forearm power came in tremendously when
dealing with a half-volley.

Dr Grace, while scoring much more slowly than Ranjitsinhji, made some fine cuts, while his
twos and threes out of reach of cover-point and extra mid-off showed the champion in his
best style. Their stand of 78 for the sixth wicket quite deprived the Australians of any
chance of success. Eventually Ranjitsinhji was caught at point and Grace was bowled. Mr
Mason batted very well; but Jones’s pace told at the finish, and he got the last few wickets
quickly.

Among the other incidents of the day was the hard hitting of Jessop, during whose innings
occurred the solitary error in the Australian fielding; Hill dropped a catch in the long-
field after getting the ball easily to his hands. The mistake cost the side little, for
Jessop was directly afterwards out.

There was nothing much to say about the Australian batting in the morning. Noble was not

out for a fine 116; but reference to his merit was made in The Times of yesterday. After a
gloomy morning the weather became very fine. There were 10,000 spectators.
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8 May: WARWICKSHIRE v LEICESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5152.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 9 May, page 9)

Everything else accomplished in the opening stage of this fixture at Birmingham was
completely dwarfed by the performance of E J Diver, who made 184 out of 260. Yesterday he
went in with first wicket - that of W G Quaife - down for two runs, and was sixth out at
262, having obtained his 184 in about two hours and a half. He only gave three chances -
when at 47, 59 and 182 respectively - and they were all exceedingly difficult. He hit 28
fours, eight threes and ten twos.

Leicestershire in their turn did none too well, and but for Pougher’s 51 would have fared
very badly indeed. As it was they lost six wickets for 140, and so with four wickets only
in hand left off 136 behind.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 10 May, page 14)

Owing to the heavy rain at Birmingham yesterday it was impossible to resume this match until
past 5 o’clock, and all the progress that was made was devoted to the conclusion of
Leicestershire’s innings. Overnight the visitors had lost six wickets for 140 against
Warwickshire’s total of 176, so that with four wickets in hand they still required 17 to
avert the follow-on.

Pougher, who was not out 51, and Whitehead increased the aggregate to 183 before the latter
was bowled when the partnership had yielded exactly 50 runs. Pougher himself was last out
when ten short of his 100, his fine score of 90 being the result of two hours 40 minutes’
faultless cricket. He hit 11 fours, four threes and six twos. Leicestershire’s innings
having realized 195, Warwickshire will resumed this morning with a lead of 81 runs.

Day 3 (scorecard but no report from Thursday 11 May, page 9)
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8 May: OXFORD UNIVERSITY FIRST TWELVE v NEXT SIXTEEN
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards//.html)

Potted scores: FIRST TWENTY 330 (H C Pilkington 27, L P Collins 50, A M Hollins 61, H Martyn
90, A Eccles 25, F H Humphreys 27*, F W Stocks 23; H White 3/65, B Knox 3/53) and 230/4 (R E

Foster 52, L P Collins 21, A Eccles 70*, R H de Montmorency 46). NEXT SIXTEEN 258 (T H K
Dashwood 27, F H Hollins 27, B Knox 61, C D Fisher 30, J W Crawford 36; F W Stocks 6 wkts, B
J T Bosanquet 3 wkts, E C Lee 3 wkts). Match drawn.

Day 1 (report from Tuesday 9 May, page 9)

In the opening stage of the third of the home trial matches at Oxford yesterday afternoon Mr
Collins, Mr A M Hollins and Mr Martyn batted in excellent style for the twelve, the two
last-named putting on 142 runs together for the fourth wicket. The twelve had made 275 at
the drawing of stumps with still four wickets in hand.

Day 2 (scorecard but no report from Wednesday 10 May, page 14)

Day 3 (scorecard but no report from Thursday 11 May, page 9)

Wednesday 10 May, page 14

A correspondent writes to complain that the new stand at Lord’s cricket-ground seriously
diminishes the amount of space available for the public who do not care to pay more than
their entrance-money: -

“In order to erect the new stand,” he says, “the club have completely demolished the old
high-bank seats at the south-eastern end of the ground which accommodated 1,500 or 2,000
persons and also all the sitting and standing accommodation which previously existed in
front of the old tennis-court and gave view to many hundreds more; all these seats were free
to those who had paid the entrance charge of 6d. Under the new rules the public will be
absolutely robbed of a large portion of free sitting and standing room, for no part of the
new stand is to be given up to the public in return for the accommodation enjoyed prior to
its erection.

“It has long been a complaint that the authorities at Lord’s have not seen the necessity of
providing fair accommodation to that portion of the general public which, from many causes,
is unable or unwilling to pay more than the entrance-money, and it has been the hope of many
that the erection of the new stand was to mark the end of the old order of things; it now
appears that the contrary is the case, and that the general public is to have less room than
before from which to view the game . . . It would, I think, be well if the committee of the
club were to send delegates from their body to watch a county match at the Oval, and to
report on the accommodation which the Surrey Club provide for the public, and then perhaps
the latter might receive some benefit at the hands of the authorities of the premier

club

“The club cannot any longer hide from themselves that the prosperity of the M.C.C. is
largely due to the support given to the game by the general public, and not by the few who
are willing to pay 5s or 2s 6d a day for a seat in addition to the entrance charge; and the
public have, I maintain, a right to receive in return proper and comfortable accommodation.”
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11 May: CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY v A J WEBBE’S XI
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5153.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 12 May, page 12)

At Cambridge, yesterday, the University gave a splendid display of batting in the first of
their important matches.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 13 May, page 16)

The feature of the cricket at Cambridge yesterday was the batting of E R Wilson - the old
Rugby boy - brother of C E M Wilson, last year’s Cambridge captain.

Day 3 (report from Monday 15 May, page 9)

The University gained a great success in their first match, defeating Mr A J Webbe’s Eleven
at Cambridge on Saturday by an innings and 62 runs. Assisted as they were by injuries to
their opponents and rain, which fell on Friday night, Cambridge still deserve much credit
for the way they played their winning game.

And what honours belonged to the losers were carried off by the Freshman, Mr E R Wilson. On
Friday he made 117 not out when the conditions were favourable for run-getting, and on
Saturday he played Jjust as well when the pitch was considerably affected by rain. He was
batting throughout the innings of 178, which lasted three hours and 20 minutes, going in
first and being the last man out. Wilson’s 70 was quite faultless and included eight fours
and two threes.
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11 May: ESSEX v AUSTRALIANS
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5154.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 12 May, page 12)

In their first day’s cricket with Essex at Leyton the Australians came out very well. Their
fielding lacked some of the unerring qualities exhibited at the Crystal Palace, though it
was still very good, and the honours of the day belonged to the best bowler in the side - Mr
H Trumble.

Going on as first change he quickly found his length, and from that time to the end of the
innings his varying pace, his pitch and the spin he got on the ball were the elements which
wrought disaster to the Essex eleven. Eight for 79 was a great performance and he was
warmly congratulated on the achievement of this feat.

Young, a left-hand player of no batting pretensions, won everybody’s admiration by the way
in which he placed the ball to leg, but the great batting of the day was the 46 by Mr A P
Lucas. His 46, not out, yesterday took a long time to get; but some of his drives all along
the ground were perfect, and now and again he came out strongly on the leg side.

The Australians were in about 70 minutes before the time appointed for drawing stumps. They
did not being well. There was a wonderful catch in the slips which got out Iredale - the
decision was given against the batsman by the umpire at the striker’s wicket after the other
umpire had declined as he did not see the catch - and the catch at short-leg that got out
Clement Hill was almost equally good, the ball being held low down close to the ground.
Walter Mead bowled superbly but with no luck. There were quite 10,000 spectators.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 13 May, page 16)

The county ground at Leyton maintains its reputation as one of the most sporting in the
Kingdom, that is, the wickets there, while good, have not that excessive trueness which
makes the bowlers’ lot on many fields so hard. The game passed through its second stage
yesterday with the play so keen that the attention of the 10,000 spectators was always
closely retained. Last night the adjournment came with only the fourth innings left to
decide and in this the Australians will have to make 200 to win the match.

Yesterday was a day full of exciting periods - the wonderfully fine bowling of Young and
Walter Mead which produced the discomfiture of the Australian batsmen and left a good margin
for Essex on the first innings, and the disastrous start of the Essex eleven, to be followed
by a fine rally by Turner and McGahey, and then another collapse. Spectators could not have
had a more exciting day’s cricket. And now, unless the wicket is early rid of the effect of
the dew this morning, the Australians will have to fight very hard for victory.

Essex have certainly found a fine left-hand fast bowler in Young, whose discharge from the
Navy was secured by them last year simply for his cricket. He keeps an excellent length and
gets up at a great pace from the pitch. The Australians themselves are quite frank in their
appreciation of him, while every one knows the steady capacity of Walter Mead, whose length
and spin were yesterday very pronounced. It was a great feat on the part of these bowlers
to get rid of the fine batting side possessed by Australia so cheaply. Their hour and a
half’s bowling after 12 was some of the best and, for length and spin, could not be easily
surpassed.

When Essex went in a second time with a lead of 55 they seemed to be in a very good
position, but the Australians never know when they are beaten and, playing up keenly, they
seemed to have taken command of the game again, for three Essex wickets went for eight runs.
Then came four blunders in the field; and the dropped catches by Noble, Laver and Iredale
were costly. Turner and McGahey struggled hard for runs and, making the most of the
kindness of the Australian fieldsmen, they were together an hour and 50 minutes and added 93
runs.
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Another change occurred and after 101 had gone up the last six wickets went for an
additional 43. Trumble and McLeod bowled extremely well, and Trumble in the double innings
took 12 wickets for 131 runs.

Day 3 (report from Monday 15 May, page 9)

The Australians have met with a severe check at the very beginning of their cricket
campaign, and their defeat by Essex on the county ground at Leyton on Saturday may be a very
practical exhortation to them that it will never do to relax their game, as they did in
fielding on the Friday of this match, if they wish to beat the great English counties.

To the errors after luncheon on the second day the turn of the match could be traced. Then
on Saturday came the wonderful bowling of Young, the most recent addition to the Essex
ranks, and this was the chief factor in the Essex success by 126 runs. Young on Saturday
was quite unplayable; his bowling came at a tremendous pace down the pitch, which the dew
had left just sufficiently damp to make the ball bite; his length was unerring and the
Australians seemed utterly unable to time him. How completely he beat them may be judged
from the fact that he hit the wicket six times, and then in no unmistakable fashion, for it
was generally the middle or off stump that was sent flying. Mr Green casually picked up
Young at the nets last season, and this great find for Essex materially improves the chances
of the county for this summer.

With Kortright well again they will have such a variety of bowling as Kortright, Young, Bull
and Mead. Walter Mead backed up Young on Saturday by keeping an excellent length and
getting plenty of spin on the ball; it was a particularly good ball that got out Mr Trumble.
But Young’s seven for 32 eclipsed everything. His record for the match was 11 for 74; and
it is, perhaps, without precedent that such a comparatively unknown man should achieve so
much distinction on such an important occasion.

Essex are to be heartily congratulated on their splendid victory. There was no great
batting feat in the match; runs always had to be fought very hard for, and the wicket,
without being bad, always gave the bowlers just that first aid to make them difficult to
play. The Australians on the first occasion of their playing on a pitch that was more or
less in favour of the bowlers have not come out well; but, because they have lost their
first county match, it will be a mistake for people to run away with the idea that they are
not a side equal to be classed with some of the best of their predecessors.

The Australians, to whom Saturday was left to get 200 runs in the fourth innings, were all
out in rather more than an hour and a half for 73. They began badly by losing Iredale and
hill to very fine catches; and then with the bowling of Gregory the match seemed lost. It
was in vain that the captain changed his order and kept the new men till last. Young simply
could not be played; and Darling and Noble, considering the times they were beaten, were
fortunate in reaching double figures.

The many thousand people present gathered in front of the pavilion at the finish, and
speeches were made to them by Mr Darling, the Australian captain, who congratulated Essex on
the possession of such a fine bowler as Young, and Mr Charles Green, who hoped that this
victory was only the forerunner of good things to come. Colonel Lockwood, M.P., presented
to the professionals a sum of £42, collected from the public and the members as a
recognition of the work of the Essex players.
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11 May: KENT v GLOUCESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5155.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 12 May, page 12)

There was some interesting cricket on the Rectory Field, Blackheath, yesterday . . . [So
why don’t you tell us about it, than?!]

Day 2 (report from Saturday 13 May, page 16)

An interesting day’s cricket at the Blackheath Rectory Field yesterday left the scores as
follows

Day 3 (report from Monday 15 May, page 9)

After an extremely good match Kent were beaten at Blackheath on Saturday by 51 runs. Mr
Beloe’s fine innings of 52 on the last day had much to do with Gloucestershire’s victory;
but at one period Kent had a fair prospect of success, seeing that 150 went up with only
four batsmen out. Subsequently, something of a collapse set in when Mr Stewart’s 52 had
been made.
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11 May: LEICESTERSHIRE v SURREY
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5156.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 12 May, page 12)

As recent rain had affected the ground, Mr Key, on winning the toss, at Leicester,
yesterday, set to put his opponents in first. The experiment, however, did not turn out
well, Leicestershire staying in the greater part of the day and scoring 279.

Things might have gone very differently, however, if Pougher had not been twice missed in
the slips. His finely hit 104, obtained in two hours and 50 minutes, included 14 fours. At
the close of the day Surrey had a quarter of an hour’s batting. There was a good
attendance.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 13 May, page 16)

At Leicester yesterday Surrey were batting all the afternoon, carrying their overnight score
of 21 for no wicket to 475 for eight wickets. Abel, Hayward and Mr H B Richardson all did
well, but the feature of the play was the splendid batting of Brockwell, who, for the second
time this season, scored over 100 for Surrey. His innings of 147 - quite free from mistake
— lasted just over three hours and included 11 fours, 11 threes and 12 twos. He and Abel
put on 163 runs for the second wicket.

Day 3 (report from Monday 15 May, page 9)
When Surrey had victory almost West Indies grasp at Leicester on Saturday the rain set in

and prevented any cricket after a quarter to 5. Thus the match was drawn. The feature of
Saturday’s cricket was Leicestershire’s fight against great odds.
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11 May: MARYLEBONE CRICKET CLUB v LANCASHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5157.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 12 May, page 12)

The opening stage in this match at Lord’s yesterday went entirely in Lancashire’s favour,
and it seemed quite inexplicable where one side did so well that the M.C.C. should have
shown such poor form. So well did Briggs and Hallam bowl that the whole side were out in
less than an hour and three-quarters.

Briggs considerably puzzled the batsmen. Throughout he kept a splendid length, while he was
able to get a fair amount of spin on the ball, and in taking five wickets for a little more
than five runs apiece on a fast pitch he accomplished a fine performance. Hallam, who was
making his first appearance since the season of 1897, also showed that he had lost none of
his skill.

The Lancashire batting was in marked contrast to that of the Club, and from the first the
bowling was met with plenty of confidence. The chief honours were carried off by Albert
Ward, who had the distinction of scoring the first hundred at Lord’s this season. Up to the
present he has been at the wickets nearly three hours and three-quarters, and except for a
chance in the long field to Mr Glover, who misjudged the ball, he played good cricket. The
brightest play was the partnership of Ward and Mr Bardswell, who put on 103 runs in less
than an hour, Mr Bardswell punishing the ball severely. At the close Lancashire were 183
runs to the good with four wickets in hand.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 13 May, page 16)

Lancashire yesterday at Lord’s gained a very easy victory by an innings and 82 runs. When
they continued their innings Mr G R Bardswell was dismissed without any addition to his
score. His partnership with Ward had yielded 111 runs.

Ward was the last to leave, being run out in attempting a sharp single. Altogether he was
batting four hours and 20 minutes, and during his long stay at the wickets he made very few
bad strokes. Some of his drives all along the ground on the off-side were very fine. His
chief hits were 11 fours, eight threes and ten twos.

Going in a second time 210 runs behind, the Club made a good start, Mr Warner and Mr Foley
putting on 69 for the first wicket. But so well did Mold and Cuttell bowl on a pitch which
was beginning to show signs of wear that the M.C.C. never looked like saving the innings
defeat, and the match was over by half-past three.
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11 May: SOMERSET v YORKSHIRE

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5158.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 12 May, page 12)

The Yorkshiremen scored heavily against Somerset at Bath yesterday, but were largely
assisted by blunders in the field. With an interruption of nearly an hour, caused by rain,
cricket was actually in progress for four hours and 20 minutes, and in this time Yorkshire
ran up the formidable total of 429 for the loss of seven wickets.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 13 May, page 16)

There was a good deal of rain at Bath yesterday, which delayed the cricket for two hours and
seriously damaged the pitch. This morning Somerset will have to follow on against 374 runs.
Day 3 (report from Monday 15 May, page 9)

The Somerset batsmen failed again in their second innings at Bath on Saturday, and were out
in an hour and three-quarters for 73, Yorkshire winning by an innings and 301 runs. The

Yorkshiremen bowled and fielded finely and made the most of the advantage bestowed on them
by the ruined pitch.
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11 May: WORCESTERSHIRE v NOTTINGHAMSHIRE (not first-class)

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive,
wWWw.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/135/135097.html)

Day 1 (report from Friday 12 May, page 12)

Some very brilliant batting was seen at Worcester yesterday, and the Worcestershire eleven
had by far the better of the day’s play. Arnold played splendidly for 142, his hits
including 27 fours.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 13 May, page 16)

The Worcestershire eleven, at Worcester yesterday, followed up the advantage they had gained
over Notts on the previous day by some excellent bowling and fielding, but in the end the

match - limited to two days - had to be left drawn. Notts followed on against a balance of
206, and at their second attempt scored 70 for seven wickets.
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15 May: DERBYSHIRE v WARWICKSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5159.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)
There was no play in the following matches yesterday, owing to the weather: -

Derbyshire v Warwickshire, at Derby
Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)
Yesterday, though the Derbyshire and Warwickshire match was started at 12 o’clock, rain
greatly curtailed the play. There was an interruption of 15 minutes soon after Warwickshire
commenced batting, and at half-past 4 a heavy storm put an end to cricket for the day.
Day 3 (report from Thursday 18 May, page 14)

There was some fine cricket at Derby yesterday before the match was left drawn

56



15 May: GLOUCESTERSHIRE v YORKSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5160.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)

Very little cricket was possible at Bristol yesterday through bad weather

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)

At Bristol yesterday the Yorkshire eleven followed up in brilliant style the advantage which
they had gained during the hour and a half or so that cricket was in progress on Monday, and
they now have every prospect of an easy victory, Gloucestershire being no further that 270
runs behind on the first innings.

Two members of the Yorkshire team - Mr Frank Mitchell as a batsman and Rhodes as a bowler -
earned high distinction yesterday. Mr Mitchell went to the wickets at 20 minutes to 1, when
the game was resumed, and stayed while the score was being increased from 87 to 274, his
being the sixth wicket to go down. He was batting for two hours and ten minutes, and had
the satisfaction, for the first time in his life, of making 100 for his county. So far as
could be seen he did not give a single chance, and it was only on the rarest occasions that
the ball beat him. The ground when he was in was rather too slow to be really difficult,
but all the same he played a very fine innings. His hits included ten fours, five threes
and ten twos, a large proportion of his runs being obtained by hard drives and skilful
strokes in front of square-leg. He had two excellent partners in Denton and Hirst, who
helped respectively to put on 86 runs for the fourth wicket and 58 for the sixth.

Yorkshire’s innings ended at ten minutes past 4 for 314, and then in an hour and a quarter
the Gloucestershire eleven were put out for 44. The chief cause of this collapse was the
extremely fine bowling of Rhodes, who seemed on the slow ground almost unplayable. Anyway
he took six wickets for 16 runs.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 18 May, page 14)

There was no interest in yesterday’s cricket at Bridgetown, a crushing defeat for the
Gloucestershire eleven being always inevitable. On a wicket greatly damaged by rain they
had to follow their innings yesterday morning against a balance of 270 runs, and there was
never the remotest chance of obtaining any such number. However, they did better than on
Tuesday, staying at the wickets for a trifle over two hours and scoring 74. The match thus
ended in a victory for Yorkshire by an innings and 196 runs.

Though Mr Troup, who went in first and was fourth out, maintained a strong defence for an
hour, there were five wickets down for 32, and a speedy finish seemed in prospect. Mr
Brown, however, played exceedingly well and received such good support from Hale and
Roberts, both of whom hit with some vigour, that the five remaining wickets more than
doubled the score.

For some not very obvious reason Rhodes was taken off yesterday after he had got rid of
three batsmen, and so could not repeat his success of the previous day. Still, in the whole
game he had the fine record of nine wickets for 31 runs. Wainwright got a lot of spin on
the ball yesterday and Mr Jackson, who took four wickets, looked very hard to play.
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15 May: KENT v NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5161.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)

In the hours allowed for cricket on the Private Banks’ ground at Catford yesterday, Kent did
as well as might have been expected in the circumstances, as, although, with the pitch
spoiled by rain, the bowlers were unable to get much break on the ball, runs proved
difficult to make.

The chief batting honours were carried off by Mr S H Day, the old Malvern boy. This young
cricketer, who as a schoolboy shares the distinction of scoring a hundred on his first
appearance in first-class county cricket, has not been showing his true form up at Cambridge
this season, so that his success was all the more gratifying. Going in second wicket down
at 27, when things appeared to be going against his side, Mr Day showed plenty of confidence
and made scarcely a bad stroke. He was sixth to leave at 156, being caught at mid-on in
trying to hit a short-pitched ball to leg. He was batting over two hours and his chief
figures were seven fours, five threes and nine twos.

Mr C J Burnup and Mr G V J Weigall also played good cricket, while Mr W E C Hutchings, an
old Tonbridge boy, showed some promise of future excellence. With six batsmen out for 156,
there seemed a prospect of a larger score, but the last four wickets went down for the
addition of a single. Wass was the most successful bowler, taking four wickets for just
under four runs apiece, while mention should also be made of Oates at the wicket, as he
dismissed the first four men.

Notts went in just before time, but after Oates had lost his wicket in the first over stumps
were pulled up for the day. Mr Weigall is acting as captain of the Kent team in the absence
of Mr J R Mason, who is suffering from a bad cold. Owing to the weather a start was not
made until 3 o’clock, and the actual time of play was about three hours and a quarter.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)

Only three-quarters of an hour’s cricket was possible on the Private Banks’ ground, at
Catford, yesterday. Notts had carried their overnight score of two for the loss of Oates’s
wicket to 29 for two wickets when rain drove the players to the pavilion. Shortly
afterwards a storm of hail and rain made further play impossible.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 18 May, page 14)

Such little progress had been made with this game on the Private Banks’ ground at Catford
during the first two days that yesterday there was no prospect of bringing the match to a
definite issue. Owing to rain in the early hours the pitch was too soft to admit of a start
being made until after lunch. Notts carried their total from 29 for two wickets to 191 for
three, and then stumps were pulled up, at a quarter to 6, Notts being 34 runs to the good
with seven wickets in hand.

Gunn and Shrewsbury in a partnership of just over two hours added 131 runs. Shrewsbury,
although occasionally beaten by the ball, made scarcely a bad stroke, and his chief hits
were 17 fours, three threes and eight twos. His driving was as well-timed as ever, while

his placing on the leg-side was marked by all his old accuracy. Gunn, after an indifferent
start, played good cricket.
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15 May: LANCASHIRE v HAMPSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5162.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)
There was no play in the following matches yesterday, owing to the weather: -

Lancashire v Hampshire, at Manchester
Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)
Cricket at 0ld Trafford, Manchester, yesterday, was not possible until after luncheon. Then
with the wicket rendered treacherous by the action of the sun the bowlers carried all before
them. Hallam fell forward while bowling and had to be carried to the pavilion.
Day 3 (report from Thursday 18 May, page 14)
There was never the slightest chance at Manchester yesterday of arriving at a definite
result in the Lancashire and Hampshire match, and shortly before half-past 6 in the evening

the game was given up as a draw, Lancashire at the finish having an innings to play and
requiring exactly a hundred runs to win.
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15 May: MARYLEBONE CRICKET CLUB v LEICESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5163.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)

The Club had the better of the day’s cricket at Lord’s yesterday.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)

Although the hours of play at Lord’s yesterday were made short by the rain much progress was
secured in this match. Mead and Trott bowled with great effect for the M.C.C., the former
taking six wickets for 54 runs and the latter four for 48.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 18 May, page 14)

Yesterday was a bowler’s day at Lord’s in the most literal sense of the term. Woodcock’s
pace proved too much for the M.C.C. and nine wickets went to him for 28 runs; But
Leicestershire fared even worse before Walter Mead and Albert Trott. The former’s four
wickets cost only nine runs and the latter’s six only 21. Marylebone won the match by 92
runs.
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15 May: OXFORD UNIVERSITY v A J WEBBE’S XI
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5164.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)

Although, unfortunately, prevented by indisposition from taking part in the game himself, Mr
A J Webbe duly sent a team down to Oxford yesterday to oppose the University eleven. The
day’s cricket opened in a sensational manner, Mr Stocks bowling with such conspicuous
success that Mr Webbe’s team were all out in little more than an hour for the wretched total
of 43. Certainly the ground, affected by the showers of the previous day, placed batsmen at
a disadvantage, but for all that the performance of the Leicestershire amateur in taking
eight wickets at a cost of only 22 runs was one of exceptional excellence.

When the University players went in to bat Mr Champain played well, and Mr Collins withstood
the bowling of Hearne, Peel and Rawlin for more than two hours. Mr Eccles too showed fine
form and had scored 40 not out, when shortly after 5 o’clock a storm of rain and hail
brought the day’s cricket to a close. At that point Oxford, with five wickets in hand, had
already established a lead of 100 runs.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)

The University team, following up the advantage they gained on Monday, secured a single-
innings victory with 85 runs to spare. In the early part of yesterday, on a slow pitch,
Oxford were engaged in increasing their overnight total of 143 for five wickets to 218 -
Bosanquet and Stocks adding 54 for the last partnership.

Mr Webbe’s team were then in a minority of 175, and after Wynyard and Page had opened fairly
well and contributed 39 together, Bosanquet and Knox obtained the upper hand as completely
as Stocks had done during the first stage, with the result that the innings terminated for
90, and the match was all over by half-past 4. Bosanquet bowled fast and made the ball get
up awkwardly, and with Knox, a slow right-hand bowler, able to break both ways, carried off
the bowling honours.
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15 May: SURREY v AUSTRALIANS
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5165.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)

W Howell, the Australian medium pace bowler, secured a distinction at the Oval yesterday
that has never been achieved by any Australian cricketer in this country - he took the whole
of the ten wickets in one innings. In various phases of cricket sundry English bowlers have
done the same thing, and it is recorded that Edward Barrett, who was a great bowler in
Surrey’s days of mediocrity, dismissed the Australians in their match with the Players in
1878, the first year of an Australian trip to England. No Australian bowler had ever
achieved the feat in England, and George Giffen was the only player who had performed it in
Australia.

So that Howell, who had only been tried in the third match of the tour, came out supremely
well. He was first change at 39, and bowled out Abel with his first ball. From that point
his superb length and varying pace ruined the chances of the Surrey batting. Whether the
men went forward or played back they were equally at sea. Howell kept always a fine length
and it was a great feat on his part that he should have done so well, for the pitch was
comparatively easy as the ball came straight through. But no one could time Howell, who hit
the wicket in eight instances. His length was unerring and, in spite of th? cutting
through, he never sent down many balls that could be hit.

The weather yesterday promised to disturb the cricket very much. After three men had gone
for 80 the Surrey batting collapsed and the side were out for 114. Abel and Brockwell both
played very well. There had been no cricket owing to the rain before about 1 o’clock; but
in the last two hours of the day the Australians established an advantage, and now, with six
wickets left, they are eight runs ahead.

Tom Richardson bowled fairly well, and so did Clode, who secured his introduction to the
side as a reward for his fine feat in the trial, when he bowled very well with his medium
left-hand pace. Lockwood and Wood are both out of the side owing to sprains. There were
7,000 or 8,000 spectators of the play.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)

What little cricket was possible between the showers before luncheon on the Oval yesterday -
there were in all 40 minutes for the game - served to strengthen the position of the
Australians, who at the cost of one more wicket increased their overnight score from 122 to
163. With five men in hand the visitors are now 49 runs on.

Mr Iredale made some splendid strokes on the leg side in dealing with bowling of bad length,
but he was twice in danger of being caught at point or thereabouts. So heavy was the
rainstorm after luncheon that at a quarter past 4 caught was abandoned. There were 6,000
people on the ground.

The Prince of Wales, who was to have been at the Oval about 5 o’clock, gave up his intended
visit on learning of the postponement of play.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 18 May, page 14)

The new Australian players have not had to wait long for their first victory in England, and
their brilliant single-innings win against Surrey on the Oval yesterday will go far to
compensate for the disaster at Leyton on Saturday.

Yesterday’s triumph was completely merited. They outplayed Surrey at every turn, in batting

and bowling particularly, and the county team were throughout the match at a low standard.
The conditions were disadvantageous to batsmen; but from a side with the capacity credited
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to Surrey - unless Surrey be, after all, only a fair-wicket side - something more was
expected than these poor scores if 114 and 64.

The Australians had established a certain advantage on Tuesday, when they finished with a
lead of 49 runs and five wickets in hand; but it was the hitting of Kelly yesterday morning
which quickly began to turn their thoughts to success. Apart from Kelly’s 50, there was

nothing worthy of comment in the batting. Iredale did little to improve his overnight
score, and the best cricket team was played on Tuesday. Kelly, who went in seventh wicket
down, was not above pulling a ball, and in his 50 there were ten fours. Hayward was the

only bowler who trouble the Australians, but his length and break were of no avail against
Kelly.

With the pitch false Surrey’s friends were a little despondent. But no one was quite
prepared for the utter collapse of the side. Howell and Trumble bowled at different ends
from those taken in the first innings and met with an equal amount of success. Surrey lost
three men before lunch for 28, and the other seven went afterwards in three-quarters of an
hour for 36 runs.

The only bright feature in the batting was the play of Hayes, one of the youngest members of
the side, who threw plenty of courage and vigour into his cricket. But his innings of 43
out of 64 could not save his team from an inglorious show, and Surrey, who had arrears of

135 on the first innings, were beaten by an innings and 71 runs. Howell again showed his
cleverness with the ball, and his five wickets for 29 brought his record in the match to 15
for 57 runs. There was a smaller company than might have been expected, only some 4,000 or

5,000 people assembling.
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15 May: SUSSEX v WORCESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5166.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 16 May, page 14)

The Worcestershire team, which so narrowly missed beating Yorkshire a fortnight ago,
appeared at Brighton yesterday to fulfil their engagement with Sussex, but were not seen to
much advantage. Rain yesterday morning prevented any cricket until 1 o’clock, when
Worcestershire going in first scored 39 for two wickets before the interval.

Afterwards Bland and Tate met with such poor resistance that there were actually nine
wickets down for 68. Burrows and Straw, however, made an invaluable stand for the last
wicket, the former hitting vigorously, and 61 runs were added before the innings closed.
Although punished at the finish Bland obtained six wickets for less than ten runs apiece.

Surrey on going in to bat lost Mr Brann with the score at ten, but then came some delightful
cricket by Mr Fry and Ranjitsinhji. With Mr Fry cutting and driving in fine style and
Ranjitsinhji displaying his exceptional skill in placing on the leg side, the pair added 102
runs in an hour. In Mr Fry’s 69 were ten fours. Mr Murdoch failed, but at the drawing of
stumps Sussex with six wickets in hand were three runs to the good.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 17 May, page 14)

Thanks to an admirable display of batting on the part of Mr W L Foster, Worcestershire fared
much better in batting at Brighton yesterday than they had done on the previous day, but the
ground lost on Monday could not be retrieved, and at the drawing of stumps the western
county team, with six men out in their second innings, were only 76 runs ahead.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 18 May, page 14)

At Brighton, yesterday, Sussex beat Worcestershire by five wickets, the bowling of Tate and
the batting of Ranjitsinhji being the features of the cricket. The end was reached soon
after half-past 3.

Overnight Worcestershire had lost six wickets in their second innings from 169, and
deducting the balance against them they held a lead of 76. Their chief hope of adding
materially to this number disappeared at once yesterday morning, Mr W L Foster, who had
batted so finely on Tuesday, being bowled by the first ball sent down. Though marred by a
couple of chances, his innings of 83 was in its general characteristics admirable. He hit
ten fours, almost entirely drives and cuts. Wilson and Straw contrived to put on 22 for the
last wicket, but despite their efforts Worcestershire were all out for 200. Helped to some
extent by the condition of the ground, Tate bowled finely yesterday morning, taking all the
four wickets that fell and having only 15 runs hit from him.

Sussex wanted 108 to win, but for some time they did not seem by any means certain of
accomplishing this apparently easy task. Mr Fry played a bumping ball on to his wicket at
23 and, three other wickets falling in somewhat quick succession, there were four men out
for 55. Ranjitsinhji, however, saved the situation and, with some useful help from Mr Smith
and Killick, won the match. From the last ball but one he was nearly caught at short-leg,
but this was the only blemish in his innings. Arnold tried very hard for the losing side
and his medium-pace bowling broke back a good deal.

Thursday 18 May, page 14: PARSEE CRICKETERS FOR ENGLAND
(From our correspondent)

Allahabad, May 17
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Arrangements are already progressing for a Parsee cricketing team to visit England in the

summer of 1900. Framjee Patel, a Parsee gentleman well known in cricketing circles in the
Bombay Presidency, is corresponding with Lord Harris and K S Ranjitsinhji on the subject.

Ranjitsinhji will be asked to captain the team, and the following players will probably be
included: - Mistry, Tayaram, Kanga, Kharas, Gagrat, Chandare, Chonkar, Mody, Billimoria.
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18 May: CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY v YORKSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5167.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 19 May, page 12)

At Cambridge yesterday, in the match between the University and Yorkshire, Mr G L Jessop
gave a very fine display. Going in after the third wicket had fallen in the Cambridge
innings, he scored 171 in less than two hours, and carried out his bat, this being his best
performance in first-class cricket.

He hit Mr Jackson for ten in one over and 13 in another, and scored 52 out of 53 in the
first half-hour at the wickets. Altogether in his innings he hit 27 fours, six threes and
14 twos. It cannot be said that his display was without fault, for when he had made only 24
he skied a ball to Mr Mitchell at point which that fieldsman failed to hold, and at 125 he
gave a chance to Denton in the deep field; but, considering the rate at which he scored,
these were small blemishes. Apart from Mr Jessop, the Cambridge batsmen showed little
capacity to deal with the Yorkshire bowling, and the side were all out for 246.

Brown (of Driffield) and Tunnicliffe made a capital start for Yorkshire, scoring 99 together
before Tunnicliffe was dismissed; and subsequently Brown and Mr Jackson did so well that at
the close Yorkshire had 169 on the board with only one wicket down, Brown being not out 93.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 20 May, page 12)

The second stage of the University’s match against Yorkshire at Cambridge yesterday was
marked by two splendid batting performances. On resuming from the overnight position of
Cambridge 246, Yorkshire 169 for one wicket, J T Brown, of Driffield, and Mr F S Jackson,
the not outs, increased the figures to 293, and as the pair had become partners at 99 the
stand actually produced 194 runs.

Brown’s share of the total was 168, made in the course of three hours and three-quarters by
19 fours, 12 threes, 13 twos and singles. Save for a couple of chances at the wicket, one
just before completing his 100 and the other when 148, Brown’s cricket was faultless. Mr
Jackson, who curiously enough was also twice missed, first when 51 and next when 112, was in
for three hours and 50 minutes for his 133, and his chief figures included 12 fours, seven
threes and 13 twos. Lord Hawke hit well but the other Yorkshire batsmen did little, and the
innings terminated at quarter to 4 for 429.

This left Cambridge in a minority of 183, and when by half-past 4 29 of these had been
obtained without loss rain came on and stopped cricket for the day.

Day 3 (report from Monday 22 May, page 5)

The Yorkshire eleven on Saturday bowled and fielded excellently and beat Cambridge
University by an innings and 83 runs. Friday had left Cambridge in a bad position, as with
all their wickets in hand they still required 154 to save the single innings defeat.

A good deal of rain had fallen during the night, and from the outset bowlers were able to
get a lot of spin on the ball. A heavy storm soon delayed the game until 3 o’clock. Then
Mr Jackson and Rhodes carried everything before them, and the whole side were out for 100.
Bairstow kept wicket excellently.
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18 May: ENGLAND XI v AUSTRALIANS
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5168.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 19 May, page 12)

The Eastbourne Club had secured so many leading cricketers for the match with the
Australians that the interest in the fixture which began yesterday at the Saffrons was much
more general than is usual when a side under the title of an England Eleven is engaged. The
English side was so strong that the Australians could in no way look upon this match as a
relaxation. As it happened, stern cricket was the order of the day, and the bowling and
fielding were so good that runs had always to be keenly fought for.

The play itself was bright and exhilarating from almost the start. With the pitch just a
little damp on the surface at the beginning, it can be readily understood that bowlers of
the stamp of J Hearne and Albert Trott readily appreciated the situation, and for a long
time their bowling was so good that runs were very difficult to obtain. Then when J Hearne
retired Attewell seemed more difficult than anybody to play, and so it came to pass that the
Australians found themselves in a bad situation after luncheon, for, with seven men gone,
they had only 122 runs.

The catch at third man which got out Iredale and the one to the bowler which dismissed
Darling were particularly good. Lilley kept wicket at his highest point of skill, and his
running out of Hill and, later in the innings, his catching of Jones were inimitably done,
while the throwing down of Trumper’s wicket by Braybrooke from cover-point was one of the
best pieces of cricket of the day.

When things were going badly for the Australians Ernest Jones’s slogging came to their aid.
Hitting is his game and he practised it with every success. He went in seventh wicket down
at 122 and was eighth out at 188 to a fine catch on the boundary. Nearly all his runs were
got in front of the wicket and he hit eight fours in making his 54 out of 66 in half an
hour. The extreme care of Laver, who is rather a poor bat to watch, though efficacious, and
a little more vigour by Howell helped to make the Australian score quite respectable in the
end. The English fielding was very good and no real chances were missed.

In the last hour of the day the England Eleven had a variable experience. First of all
there was a 30 minutes’ period of excellence from Shrewsbury and A O Jones, but then came
something of a collapse and three men were out for 41. A brilliant spell at the finish by
Gunn and Albert Trott brought evenness back to the match, and the finish left the home side
149 batting average with seven wickets in hand. A splendid day’s cricket was witnessed by
4,000 spectators.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 20 May, page 12)

Before the cricket ended at Eastbourne last evening the Australians secured a position that
ensures them at least against defeat, if it does not give them any prospect of victory, for,
with four wickets left, they are 265 runs ahead in the second innings.

With the pitch beautifully true, the batting of the England Eleven during the morning must
have created some disappointment. In rather less than two hours the seven outstanding
wickets from Thursday night were lost for 98 runs. Amid all the failures there was one
piece of cricket for the England team that excelled everything else in the batting line
during the day. This was the innings of 52 not out played by that great master of English
batting, William Gunn. He may have taken a great time to get his runs - he was at the
wickets two hours and a half - but nothing could have been better than his forward play and
his exact method of dealing correctly with the bowling. The only real error in his play was
when, in his anxiety, with the last man in, to get his 50, he became a trifle uncertain and
was missed from a bad stroke at cover-point.

The Australian bowling throughout the morning as remarkable alike for its accuracy of pitch
and the spin which Trumble and Howell got on the ball. Trumble seemed particularly
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difficult to play; while, in addition, the fielding was very good up to the end of the
English innings.

The Australians afterwards seemed to be continually playing a winning game. The great
feature of their batting was the cricket of Trumper, the New South Wales batsman, who was
absolutely the last choice for the team when it was made up in the colonies. There are some

who think that he is not far from being the best bat in the new Australian team. He has
certainly almost the best style, and his play on the leg side yesterday afternoon was
remarkably good. Hearne, Attewell and Albert Trott were all played strongly and were well
timed by him; he got his 50 in an hour. Towards the close last night, when he had some
chance of continuing his innings this morning, he adopted measures of caution and was not
out at the finish with 64 to his credit.

Trumper had come in at the fall of the third wicket at 62, and he was joined by Laver at 84.
When four men were out it was the stand of Laver and Trumper that placed the Australians in
such a strong position. In an hour they carried the score from 84 to 173.

Earlier in the innings there was good cricket by Iredale and Hill, and it was a very fine
catch at point that got out Hill when he was well set. Altogether it was an excellent day’s
cricket, of which there were 5,000 spectators, and the weather was fine.

Day 3 (report from Monday 22 May, page 5)

The second week of the Australians’ tour furnished them with two brilliant wvictories, the
second of which was gained at Eastbourne on Saturday when the strong scratch all England
eleven were beaten by 172 runs.

The Australians have in Trumble and Howell perhaps the two most dangerous bowlers of the day
on sticky wickets; and these were the men who played such a big part in the two wins of last
week. Hugh Trumble especially distinguished himself on Saturday. His unerring accuracy of
pitch, his varying pace and his watchfulness of the batsmen’s tactics gained for him a great
success and once more stamped him, not only as a greatly improved bowler since last he was
here, but as the best in the new Australian side. While the ball was cutting straight
through the wet turf he was not able to do much, but when he went on with the pitch drier
his length and turn were remarkable. 1Indeed, his last spell with the ball yielded these
figures: -

Overs Maidens Runs Wickets
8.2 5 8 6

He was supported by skilful fielding, and nothing could have been better than the three
catches made off him by Hill at long-on. That which got out Trott was particularly good,
for the ball swerved a lot owing to the heavy wind that was blowing from the north-west.

Trumble’s bowling was the distinguishing feature of the day, for with the wicket ruined by
rain, there was little in the batting worthy of comment. Fielding and bowling were, in
fact, throughout the best points in the game, and in addition to Hill’s there were many fine
catches. That by Braybrooke in the country, which got out Howell, was wonderfully good,
while it was a nice running catch from mid-off that dismissed Gunn.

The Australians, after a brief half-hour before luncheon, closed their innings and left
themselves over three hours in which to get the Englishmen out. Shrewsbury and Gunn showed
the best batting; but with the ball turning a great deal they rightly took to hitting,
although it did not completely answer. The Australian captain managed his bowling and his
field with marked ability, and he has already proved himself well fitted to follow in the
footsteps of Mr Murdoch, the greatest of all Australian captains. The uncertain weather of
Saturday did not prevent some 3,000 people from visiting the Eastbourne cricket ground.
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18 May: ESSEX v SUSSEX
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5169.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 19 May, page 12)

Some 3,000 spectators assembled at Leyton yesterday to witness the opening stage of the
Essex and Sussex match, and they had the satisfaction of seeing the home eleven gain a
decided advantage. With the ground helping the bowlers run-getting was a matter of
considerable difficulty, only 256 being obtained in the course of the day and 15 wickets
falling.

Sussex, who went in first, were disposed of in rather less than two hours and a half for
142. Mr George Brann played a capital innings of 43, and he and K S Ranjitsinhji put on 45
for the second wicket in half an hour. Afterwards the batting broke down before the skilful
bowling of Mead, Marlow alone playing with any degree of confidence. Keeping a fine length
and making the ball break back Mead was very hard to play, and he had a splendid analysis.

Essex started badly, losing three wickets for 37, but by some plucky and skilful batting Mr
M’ Gahey and Mr Turner added 75 for the fourth partnership in an hour and a quarter. At the
close Essex had five men out, but were within 28 of their opponents’ score. It may be noted
that George Ayres, formerly of the Surrey ranks, is making his first appearance for Essex.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 20 May, page 12)

So far as actual play was concerned, the Essex eleven at Leyton yesterday fully maintained
they advantage which they had gained over Sussex on the opening day, when, after dismissing
their opponents for 142, they scored 114 for the loss of five wickets.

Essex finished off their innings in an hour for the addition of 77 runs, Mr McGahey and
Russell making 40 of the number. Mr McGahey, who took out his bat for 75, played very
finely, being altogether at the wickets for two hours and a half without giving a chance.
Cox, the Sussex left-hander, again bowled well, taking altogether seven wickets, five of
them clean bowled.

Sussex, who were in a minority of 49, made 180 at their second attempt, staying in for two
hours and 40 minutes. Mr Charles Fry batted in superb fashion, but there were seven wickets
down for 100. However, Parris, Cox, Butt and Bland all hit out in plucky fashion.

Drizzling rain considerably interfered with the cricket afterwards, and Essex, who were set
132 runs to win, secured only a quarter of an hour’s batting, and in that time they lost one
wicket for 15 runs.

Day 3 (report from Monday 22 May, page 5)

There was an exciting finish to the match at Leyton on Saturday, Essex winning after a great
struggle by only one wicket. Owing to rain during Friday night and Saturday morning the
game could not be resumed until after lunch and, with the pitch helping the bowlers, Essex,
who had already scored 15 of the 132 set them to win for one wicket, found themselves with a
tolerably difficult task.

The early play suggested that Sussex would prove successful, as in 20 minutes Cox succeeded
in getting rid of Owen, McGahey and Perrin. With four of the best batsmen out for 40 Essex
were in a bad way, but, as it happened, A J Turner batted with superb resolution and fairly
won the game for his side. Ayres helped him to put on 40 for the fifth wicket in an hour,
and Reeves also reached double figures.

When Turner was bowled at 128, having played splendidly for nearly two hours, the result was
still in doubt. However, Bull and Young managed to make the necessary runs and Essex just
won. Bland, the Sussex fast bowler, made a great effort for his side, taking the last five
Essex wickets that fell.
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18 May: MARYLEBONE CRICKET CLUB v DERBYSHIRE

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5170.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 19 May, page 12)

With the pitch favouring the bowlers great progress was made in this match at Lord’s

yesterday. When stumps were drawn the M.C.C. were 73 runs to the good with eight wickets in
hand.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 20 May, page 12)

Chiefly through some good batting by Storer and Chatterton, Derbyshire yesterday, at Lord’s,
beat the M.C.C. by two wickets.
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18 May: OXFORD UNIVERSITY v SOMERSET
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5171.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 19 May, page 12)

In a day’s cricket slightly delayed by showers before luncheon and further curtailed owing
to the agreement arrived at to draw stumps at half-past 5 in order that the cricketers might
witness the summer eights racing, the University team were yet seen to considerable
advantage at Oxford yesterday.

They were set a splendid example by their captain, Mr F H B Champain, who, going in first,
made 90 out of 160 in the hour and 40 minutes before luncheon. Mr Pilkington helped the old
Cheltenham boy to score 57 in 25 minutes to begin with, and then Mr Collins stayed while 51
were put on and Mr Foster while 52 more. Subsequent to the interval, the last-named and Mr
Hollins also punished the bowling, but when the total reached 291 for six wickets there was
a collapsed and four more batsmen were dismissed before the drawing of stumps.

Mr Champain, though giving a palpable chance when 59 and three others that were difficult,
hit in the most dashing style, his figures including 15 fours. Next to his innings that of
Mr Hollins, who played steadily for two hours, was the best of the day. It will be noticed
that there are 12 a side playing, and that Somerset are including Braund, the ex-Surrey
professional, who is qualifying for them.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 20 May, page 12)

Very little progress was made at Oxford yesterday in the 12-a-side match between the
University and Somerset. Rain began after the players had adjourned for luncheon, and
continued with such persistency that no further cricket was found practicable.

Oxford, who had on Thursday scored 298 for ten wickets, finished their innings without
adding to their overnight total, and subsequently Somerset made 111 for three wickets, Mr
Trask playing faultless cricket for 65 not out.

Day 3 (report from Monday 22 May, page 5)

After an interesting game, in which the University were much favoured by fortune, Oxford
beat Somerset in the Parks on Saturday by 83 runs. Rain, which prevented any play after
lunch on Friday, had so affected the wicket as to give the bowlers assistance and, seizing
their opportunity, the Oxford men played their winning game quite brilliantly.

Although they secured a lead of 111 on the first innings and were soon able to send the
county in 192 runs behind, there did not seem time enough for the University to win.
However, weakened as they were by the absence of Mr V T Hill owing to an injured finger,
Somerset lost all but one of their wickets in an hour and three-quarters, and the game was
prolonged beyond the original time fixed for the close so that Oxford might secure the
triumph they had earned so well.

Mr Bosanquet’s medium-paced bowling proved very effective in the morning, six wickets
falling to him for 40 runs, and he, Mr Stocks and Mr Knox prevented any stand being made
when Somerset went in to try and save the game. But it was consistent batting and splendid
fielding which had most to do with Oxford’s victory. Mr Trask batted exceedingly well for
Somerset, his play in each innings being quite faultless.
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18 May: SURREY v GLOUCESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5172.html)
Day 1 (report from Friday 19 May, page 12)

Surrey showed some consistent batting n the opening day’s play against Gloucestershire at
the Oval yesterday, and no less than nine of the side got double figures. The chief batting
honours were carried off by Mr V F S Crawford, who played vigorous cricket. He went in
sixth wicket down at 156 and was eighth to leave at 250. His 60, which was made in as many
wickets, included no less than 12 fours. When Mr Key and Mr Crawford were together 65 runs
were put on in 35 minutes.

Brockwell, the highest scorer for his side, did not play with his accustomed freedom and was
frequently in difficulties with Dr Grace’s bowling. Mr Key played good cricket for 37, but
Hayward had his share of luck and was missed being stumped on three occasions, the first
being before he had scored. With seven down for 186, it seemed probable that Surrey would
be out for a much smaller score, but the remaining batsmen gave great trouble and put on 113
runs.

One of the features of the innings was the bowling of Dr Grace, which was much better than
the figures would indicate, as his slows frequently beat the batsmen. Mr W S A Brown and Mr
W Hemingway were very prominent in the field; while the catches which dismissed Hayward and
Mr Jephson were worthy of mention.

Gloucestershire had just over an hour’s batting before the close, and they were unfortunate
in losing Dr Grace from the first ball sent down. Mr W Troup and Mr C L Townsend then
played out time.

Day 2 (report from Saturday 20 May, page 12)

Visitors to the Oval yesterday were rewarded by seeing a splendid batting performance by
Gloucestershire, who increased their overnight score of 65 for one wicket to 404. Their
large total was put together by general excellence.

First of all there was some steady batting by Mr Troup, while later Mr Hemingway and Hale
hit with considerable power. Mr Hemingway was at the wickets 40 minutes for his 51, which
included nine fours. With nine of the side out for 298, few were prepared for the
magnificent stand by Wrathall and Board. For they accomplished the uncommon feat of scoring

over 100 runs for the last wicket. Their partnership yielded 106 in 65 minutes. The record
for the ten wickets is 173, made by Briggs and Pilling in Lancashire v Surrey at Liverpool
in July, 1885. Lockwood, after bowling two or three overs, broke down and had to retire,

being again trouble with a strained thigh.

Going in a second time 105 runs behind, Surrey soon lost Abel and Brockwell. Hayes,
however, played free cricket and was dismissed by the last ball bowled. At the close Surrey
were ten runs behind with seven wickets in hand.

Day 3 (report from Monday 22 May, page 5)

With the cricket hours considerably shortened at the Oval, on Saturday, there was not much
chance of finishing this match. A heavy stroke broke over the ground between 11 and 12, and
play was not possible until 20 minutes to 4.

When Surrey continued their innings they were still 10 runs behind with seven wickets in
hand, but the first hour’s play practically settled matters, as Mr Crawford and Hayward put
on 71 for the next wicket. Hayward, again, was very lucky, as he was twice missed in the
long field. Mr Crawford was the fifth to leave for a well-played 53, made chiefly by
powerful driving. At 206 for seven wickets Mr Key declared his innings closed.
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Requiring 102 to win and only 50 minutes left for play, Gloucestershire had little chance of
making the necessary runs. So well did Hayward bowl that at the drawing of stumps half the
side were out for 46. A feature of the last stage was the fielding of Hayes at slip.
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22 May: ESSEX v LEICESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5173.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 23 May, page 8)

The rain also prevented any cricket in the following county matches fixed for yesterday: -
Essex v Leicestershire, at Leyton.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 24 May, page 4)

The cricket at the Lyttelton Ground, Leyton, yesterday was particularly interesting; runs
were only scored by very skilful and vigorous work, for the bowlers were always helped by
the wicket. Leicestershire erred in not forcing the game at the start, when the ball cut
through the soft surface; but no member of the side seemed capable of hitting until Mr de
Trafford arrived. It was Mr de Trafford’s batting that gave to the Leicestershire score its
tone of respectability, and he got his runs quickly between the fall of the third and sixth
wickets.

Essex fielded and bowled very well, while, after a bad start in their innings - two men were
out for 14 runs - they also showed batting capacity. Mr Owen, who is something of a veteran
now, played a strong game with a vary of strokes, and it was his 51, made in 70 minutes,
that really established the advantage at present possessed by Essex, who are seven runs
ahead with six wickets to fall.

Mr McGahey for a great while was rather tedious to follow, but eventually he brought the
power of his fine physique to bear on the cricket, and his driving was very good. He had
partnerships of 63 and 59 with Mr Owen and Mr Turner; but the latter’s run out at the finish
was the result of a piece of bad judgment on the batsmen’s part. Beyond one shower before
luncheon the weather was fine and there was a crowd of 8,000 people.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 25 May, page 7)

So general were the rain storms yesterday that the following matches could not be renewed,
and were abandoned unfinished: -

Leyton. — Essex v Leicestershire
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22 May: HAMPSHIRE v DERBYSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5174.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 23 May, page 8)

More fortunate than any of the other towns, except Brighton, where first-class matches were
fixed to be played yesterday, Southampton enjoyed some fine weather and some excellent
cricket was shown in the game between Hampshire and Derbyshire, the latter team being seen
to unusual advantage at all points. Some rain had fallen on Sunday and it may be questioned
whether Hampshire gained anything by batting first. Certainly the bowling seemed much
harder to play before luncheon than in the latter part of the afternoon.

Hampshire, as will be seen below, managed to score 155, but at one point a considerably
smaller total seemed in prospect. However, Baldwin and Tate played with great resolution
and in 20 minutes put on no fewer than 35 runs for the last wicket. 1In the early part of
the innings the best batting was that of Mr A J L Hill, who scored 24 runs out of 34 while
he was at the wickets. Hulme bowled uncommonly well and Davidson also looked difficult.

When Derbyshire went in the batting was of vastly better quality than that of the home side.
Bagshaw and Mr L G Wright started the innings in brilliant form, scoring in an hour 86 runs
for the first wicket. Still more vigorous was the cricket while Bagshaw and Chatterton were
together, half an hour’s play producing 52 runs. Bagshaw was out third at 141, his splendid
innings - quite the feature of the day’s cricket - having lasted an hour and 35 minutes. He
hit 11 fours - mostly powerful drives - and nine twos. One or two of his strokes were
rather lucky, but he gave no chance.

Mr Higson and Storer added 42 for the fourth wicket, and towards the close of the afternoon
Walter Sugg hit freely. As the game stands now Derbyshire, with two wickets to fall, hold a
lead of 81 runs.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 24 May, page 4)

Hampshire played in excellent style under depressing circumstances at Southampton yesterday,
but, in spite of their efforts, they can hardly hope to avoid being beaten to-day, for
Derbyshire, with eight wickets in hand, want only 86 runs to win.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 25 May, page 7)

Very little interest was left in the concluding stage of the Hampshire and Derbyshire match
at Southampton yesterday, Derbyshire with eight wickets in hand requiring only 86 runs to
win. The match was finished off in an hour, Derbyshire gaining a victory by seven wickets.

The not outs, Storer and Bagshaw, raised the overnight total of 51 to 78 before they were
parted, and subsequently Bagshaw and Mr Higson hit off the remaining runs. Bagshaw’s 77 not
out was an innings marred by one difficult chance when he had made 17. He carried off the
batting honours of the match, and it will be noticed that he scored the same number of runs
in each innings.
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22 May: LANCASHIRE v KENT

(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5175.html)

Day 1 (report from Tuesday 23 May, page 8)

The rain also prevented any cricket in the following county matches fixed for yesterday: -
Lancashire v Kent, at Manchester.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 24 May, page 4)

No cricket was possible at 0ld Trafford, Manchester, yesterday, and the fixture was for the

second day postponed.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 25 May, page 7)

So general were the rain storms yesterday that the following matches could not be renewed,
and were abandoned unfinished: -

Manchester. - Lancashire v Kent
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22 May: MIDDLESEX v SOMERSET
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5176.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 23 May, page 8)

The rain also prevented any cricket in the following county matches fixed for yesterday: -
Middlesex v Somerset, at Lord’s

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 24 May, page 4)

Some sensational cricket was seen at Lord’s yesterday in this match, the proceeds of which
are to be given to W Flowers, the old Notts cricketer, as a benefit for services rendered to
the M.C.C. No play had been possible on Whit Monday, but yesterday, on a pitch ruined by
rain, a little more than three hours’ actual cricket proved sufficient to bring the match to
a definite conclusion, Middlesex winning by an innings and seven runs.

When a start was made, shortly after 12 o’clock, it soon became apparent that the ball would
require very careful watching, but few were prepared for the utter collapse of the Somerset
batsmen, who were quite unable to time the bowling of Hearne and Trott. With the wicket
giving them every assistance the bowlers were almost unplayable. Three wickets fell in the
first two overs for three runs, and six of the side were out for five, Hearne taking the
last three in an over. Mr Phillips was bowled by the first ball, Mr Trask by the second and
Mr Stanley by the fourth. Trott then dismissed Nichols and Tyler in his next over, and
eight were out for eight runs. Mr Newton was bowled at 17, then Mr Woods, assisted by Gill,
more than doubled the score for the last wicket.

A shower during the luncheon interval gave hopes of the pitch being a little easily, but

after Mr Hayman and Mr Warner had put on 24 for the first wicket, half the Middlesex side
were out for 36. Afterwards Mr Foley (who was missed by Mr Woods before he had scored),

Rawlin and J T Hearne offered some resistance to the bowling and fielding, and Middlesex

were able to claim the useful lead of 51 on the first innings.

Going in a second time Somerset were again totally unable to play Trott and Hearne, and
their display was virtually a repetition of their first innings. After two had been scored
from Hearne, Trott, in his first over, bowled Mr Phillips, Mr Palairet and Mr Roe, while at
the same total Robson was out. With eight wickets down for 18 and 33 runs still required,
there seemed little probability of saving the innings defeat.

Mr Newton and Nichols added 26 in 15 minutes while they were together, but the innings
closed without any addition, and the game was over bust before half-past 5. Trott and
Hearne bowled unchanged throughout the match. Both had splendid analyses, Hearne taking
eight wickets for 44 and Trott 11 wickets for 31, a great performance on any pitch. The
deadliness of the bowling can be judged from the fact that the wicket was hit on no fewer
than a dozen occasions.

There were between 6,000 and 7,000 spectators of the play. It was most unfortunate for
Flowers that rain should have interfered with his benefit match.
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22 May: NOTTINGHAMSHIRE v SURREY
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5177.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 23 May, page 8)

The rain also prevented any cricket in the following county matches fixed for yesterday: -
Nottinghamshire v Surrey, at Nottingham

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 24 May, page 4)

Play in this match at Nottingham yesterday was limited to about three hours and ten minutes,
rain causing a delay of a quarter of an hour in the morning and two heavy downpours after 4
o’clock preventing any further play. Such limited progress, however, was an improvement
upon the experience of Monday, when not a ball could be bowled; and, with the morning fine
and bright, a company of about 6,000 people assembled at the Trent-bridge ground.

Run-getting was always a difficult matter, and Notts did very well to score 119 for the loss
of half their wickets. An excellent commencement was made by Mr Jones and Shrewsbury, these
two batsmen putting on 55 runs in an hour and a quarter. Mr Jones played with quite as much
care as his famous partner, waiting for his opportunities with admirable self-control. He
gave a very difficult chance at short leg when 24, but otherwise his cricket was quite free
from fault.

Gunn left with the score at 81, and five runs later Shrewsbury was out l.b.w., after batting
with all his well-known skill and patience for a couple of hours. Some rain fell during the
interval, but the ground became more difficult afterwards, and Mr Dixon and Dench had their
powers of defence severely taxed, the latter batting more than an hour for his 16 not out.
Attewell, owing to a sore throat, is not likely to play, and his place will probably be
filled by Drury. Kersley, the new medium-pace bowler appearing for Surrey, took two of the
five wickets which went down.

Day 3 (report from Thursday 25 May, page 7)

So general were the rain storms yesterday that the following matches could not be renewed,
and were abandoned unfinished: -

Nottingham. - Notts v Surrey.
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22 May: SUSSEX v GLOUCESTERSHIRE
(See scorecard at Cricket Archive, www.cricketarchive.co.uk/Archive/Scorecards/5/5178.html)
Day 1 (report from Tuesday 23 May, page 8)

Undeterred by the disastrous results that attended Gloucestershire last week at Bristol,
when the same policy was ventured upon, Dr Grace, on winning the toss at Brighton yesterday,
determined to put Sussex in. After much rain during the night, the sun was shining with
considerable power, and Dr Grace judged - correctly as it turned out - that the wicket would
be at its worst before lunch. He had good reason to congratulate himself on the course the
game took, Gloucestershire, when an innings had been completed on each side, leading by 60
runs.

Up to a certain point Sussex did not get on badly, for though Mr Fry was stumped for a
single the score with three men out was up to 56. The credit of this performance, such as
it was, belonged to Mr Ranjitsinhji, who very properly played a hitting game on the
treacherous wicket. He batted well, but he ought to have been caught in the deep field when
he had made 22. After he left very little was done against the Gloucestershire bowling, and
the innings, which only lasted an hour and 40 minutes, was all over for 97. Paish and Mr
Townsend, the former of whom bowled especially well, were able to make the ball break a
great deal.

When Gloucestershire went in, Dr Grace, after getting 11 runs out of 12, was finely caught
at short leg. The Sussex total was equalled before the sixth wicket fell, Mr Troup and Mr
Townsend batting admirably. Mr Troup was at the wickets an hour and 50 minutes for 19, and
Mr Townsend an hour and a quarter for 37. When the last-named batsman left - sixth out at
97 - it did not seem likely that Gloucestershire would obtain much of a lead, but Wrathall
hit in fine form and received such useful help that when the last wicket fell, just aster 6
o’clock, the total was up to 157.

Sussex, going in for a few minutes, had scored five runs without loss when stumps were
drawn. As usual on Whit Monday at Brighton, there was a capital attendance, it being
estimated that there were fully eight thousand persons on the ground.

Day 2 (report from Wednesday 24 May, page 4)

Although Gloucestershire had established a big advantage over Sussex in the course of
Monday’s play at Brighton, yesterday’s cricket pr