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STAFT'S. COUNTY
' CRICKET

Interesting Season in Prospect

By “ THE CRITIC"

On Wednesday next, the 20th inst., the
BtaHordshire County Club enters upon
the new season's’ programue, and the
opening ateh, against Lancashire 11,
at Old Trafford, will put the teamn to a
sharp test, for the Luncashire nursery
can generally furnish forth a side of
considerable all.round strength, It cer-
tainly ought to do so, for the county
champions spare no paius to (iscover
youthful talent and provide the best
environmeut and tuition for the de-
velopment of such talent when it is
found. The 2nd XI. is composed of
young players who, in the opinion oi
the best judges in the Palatinate, pos-
sess the mnecessary class to recruit the
1st tean as occasion requirez. And they
are usually amongst Staffordshire’s
stoutest opponents. When last Stafford-
shire played at Old Trafford, four yecars
ago, they were beaten by seven wickets
in a curious match. The wicket looked
good tor bags of runs when Staffordshire
won the toss, but it “kicked” so badly
that the batsmen were always in difficul-
ties, and the side was dismissed for 113.
After rolling the wicket played per-
fectly for the rest of the mateh, and
about 750 rung were scored for the loss
of a further 23 wickets. The match was
lost before lunch on the first day, and
the batting could hardly be blamed, sce
ing that the ball was frequently rearing
shoulder-nigh. It was a phenomenon
I have never been able to understand,
though it was said that the usual ten
minutes rolling prior to the start was
overlooked.  Personally, I had not
noticed whether that was so or not, but
it was passing strange that a fast wicket
should prove fiery in the extreme for the
first innings, and thereafter, with no
change in the weather, play like a bats-
man's paradise.

3o Staffordshire have a little score to
rub off when they appcar at the Lanca-
shire headquarters again next week, and
I hope they will be at full strength and
wil] make a bold bid for revenge. The
following is the Jist of tixtures for the
geason:— e

May 29 and 30, Lancashire I1I., Old
Trafford, .

June 5 and 6, Lincolnshire, Froding-
ham,

June 24 and 5, Lincolnshire, Wolvcr-
hampton.

July 8 and 9, Cheshire, Porthill.

July 17 ang 18, Cheshire, Boughton
Hall, Chester.

July 24 and 25, Notts II., Trent Bridge.

August 5 and 6, Buckinghanshire,
Porthill.

August 7 and 8, Lancashire II., Stoke. |

August 12 and 13, Notts II., Stoke.

August 26 and 27, Buckinghamshire,
High Wycombe,

June 12, 13, and 14, Minor Counties
XI. v. South Africans, Stoke.

Buckinghamshire take the place of
Leicestcr I1., as compared with the last
few ycars, and the change enhances the
attractiveness of the progragme, for
Buckn are one of the strongest of the
Southern Counties taking part in the
competition, and have a reputation for
an entertaining style of cricket, besides
which their team iucludcs several intcr
esting personalities, one or two of waom
will almost certainly be seen at Stoke
representing the Minor Counties against
the South Africans. This three days’
match also holds out the promise of a
treat for lovers of the game in Stafford
shire. The tourists are, of course, a first.
class side, who will oppose England in
a series of tests, and the pick of the
Minor Counties will be a team well
worthy of their steel. The visit of the
West Indies players last year was &
memorable occasion, and only fine
weather is needed to make that of the
present tpurists at least equally success

ful.

| district,

Last year Staffordshire's percentage of
points in the Minor Counties competi-
tion fell from 90 in 1927 to 66.66, and
their position in the table fromn fizst to
filth., This was due, not to dcfeats, but
to the loss of 10 points in five untinished
matches which were won on the first)
innings, a penalty which cannot be de- |
fended as equitable. The season was
characterized by a certain amount of
teamn building, owing to the loss of,
several players who in 1927 were amongst
the most regular, and the efforts of the
committce to unearth young players of !
ability met with an encouraging measure |
of guccess. J. 8. Heath took up the cap.
taincy in succession to J. B. Russell, and
G. A. Fitton, W. JH. Ellerker, E. P. Cross
and Boon became fairly regular mem-
bers of the team. Tha first-named stif-
fencd the batting 1n:terially, Ellerker
proved a ugeful all-rounder, Cross
“filled the bill” satisfactorily as wicket-
keeper. anmd Boon  gave every promise
of rapidly developing into just the fast
bowlzar the county was in necd of. To
find an admirable captain in the time
of need, a wicket-keeper of class who
can alse get ruus, a young.fast bowler
Of promise, and two such useful young
biayers as Fitton and Ellerker to fill the
vacancies caused by the loss of J. B.

tuscell, T, Goodwin, E. J. Gothard, and
Platt was a remarkable testimony to
the county's vesources. But that was
nut all, for several other young players
were given 4 trial who showed form sug-
pestive of class, L. IL. Crump opened
the innings three times, and Lis batting
was sound and straight, with a particu-
larly good defence.  lle now las the
wlvantage of C. J. Taylor’s coaching at
Burslem, which may be just what was
needed to bring him on into a county
player of much wvalue. In bowling
Douglas White, of Bignall End, made a
scnsational debut at Trent Bridge, and
thiough he could not, of course, main
tain such a standard, he bhowled well
enough to saggest that he may be use-
ful to the county in the future. Thus
the efforts of the committee to find
young available players of thie right type
were by no means unsuccessful, and the
outlook for the future is, therefore,
Lrigliter than jt has been for some years.
There should be little difficulty, I
opine, in placing a strong side in the |
field this year, and one capable of mak-
ing another effective bid for champion-.
ship honours. The eaptain may be ex-|
pected to enjoy a more successful time |
with the bhat than last vear, when he was |
dcad cut of luck., He has already
jumped into his best form, for he
played a fine innings of 94 at Stone on
Saturday. H. W, Homer is also getting
runs in his accustomed style for Old
Hill, and A, Lockett and Syduney Barnes
have been batting well in the Central
Lancashire ILeague. These men, with
Fitton and A. W. Ikin, provide the
nucleus of a useful batting side, and
one greatly hopes Arthur Bickerton will
be able, as last season, to play in more
miatches than had been his wont for
suime vears previously. Crump, Cross,
Scdygwick, and Boon would complete an
iinpressive team. Beyond these eleven
players there are C. Howl, L. McEllin,
Ellérker, and White to be considered,
and amongst others one would like to
gee in the side as opportunity occurs are
E. Perrv (Westbromwich), P. O. Yates
(O1d Ril), W. Lee (the Stone profes
sional), R. 8. A. Hardy (Stafford). and
Mayer (the Norton professional and
former Madeley captain). Then there
ia F, D. Perka (Westbromwich), with
considerable county experience, and C.
(i. Varcoe, who taight well have yet an-
other opportunity of breaking the un.
canny spell of non-success which has
clung to him in connty crickct, for he
is a capable batsman and enjoys a con
giderable reputation in the Manchester
If he once broke the spell of
ill-iortune and got properly going he
might be a prolific run-getter in county
ericket. Mayer is doing well with the
bat and ball in league cricket, and T.ee
and Perry are. like Ellerker, allerounders
of ability. The Smethwick man’s bowl
ing was extremely useful on oeccasion
iast season, but Lee is more reliable!

with the bat, and Perry's batting has
impressed me very favourably. A player
whose name has been mentioned to me
is M. Sutthery, of Market Drayton, but
1 have never had the pleasure of seeing
himn. His late father was, of course, a
distinguished 'Varsity Blue and county
plaver. He generally opens the innings
for Market Drayton. Whether he has a
Stalfordshire qualification T (don’t know,
but T imagine he would In any case be
entitled to play under the nearest connty
rule,  Awd whag of J. W, Johnson, the

Oakimoeor hidsman?  He fell out of the
team two Years ago  owing to loss  of
form, which was  solely due to indif-
ferent health, but last year he was quite
himeelf again, and played ag well in
cub cricket as he has ever played, In-
deed, his_scoring was almost phenome-
nal, and I believe he average] well over
for Oakamoor. At his best thers is
no more brilliang bat in Staffordshire,”
and if, as I understand. he hag fully re |
covered his health, it is difficult to see,
how he can be left out of the teasi. J.|
Ankers, of Silverdale, is another of the
regular players of a few years ago who,
taking up the game again last season
after a8  year's absence from it, is
plaving so well that he would pro-
bably get a lot of runs dor the
county. There are plenty of young
cricketers in the leagues at hoth ends
of the county who may develop into
county players, and the committee might
pursue their policy of testing junier
talent by trying one or two more this
season, but the names I have mentioned
appear to furnish sufficient material to
cnsure a team well up to, if not sur-
passing, the average post-war standard.
One YLopes that mid-weck cup-ties will
not, hy clashing with countv fixtures.
1ob  Staffordshire of Barnes's cervices
as mary timer as was the case last vear,
and I would like to wish the hrilliant
veteran another successful geason w..h
Lis native county. remembeiing that a
successful season for hin (meaning the
maintenance of something like This
standard up to the present) would be a
phenomenal season for anyone elce.

It is definitely stated that the experi-
mental alterstions of rule, which are he-
ing tested this season in  firet class
county matches, will not be applied to
the Minor Countics Compefition mnatches.
As reegards the larger wicket I have no
hesitation in sayving a good thing. too.
But I shouid rather have liked to see
the alteraticr. in the lb.w. law tried,
for 1 think that will quite probably be-
come part of the laws of the game.



CRICKET

North Staffs. and District League
WHITSUN FESTIVAL OF CRICKET

By “THE CRITIC”

_ The Whitsuntide holiday is an annual
festival of ericket in the N'S. and District
League, a full prograunue of matches
being played on Saturday, Monday, and
Tuesday,  This miniature tourney com-
menced in  delightful conditions on
Saturday, and all the six natches were
played to a finish. In cvery case evcept
one previous form was verified, and the
matches ended as most followers, free
from bias, would have predieted,  The
one surprise was a desperately narrow
victory by Longton at Burslem. — The
Longton players will be getting inured
to excitement of thrilling finishes, for
probably no team cver started a s
with foupr such nerve-wracking endings
as they have experienced in unbroken
succession. [ wentioned the cireum-
stances of three of these last week, but
with another to add [ must recall them.
[ saw their first mateh, when with five
minutes’ left Crewe had two wickets
standing, but Longton won with three
minutes to spare; then they lost at leek
by four runs; then in another desperate
finish were two runs behind Knypers

ley's total, with two wickets in hand
when time expired, In their fourth
mateh  at Burslem  on Saturday, they

scored 78, got five Burslem wickets down

for nine. saw Roy Hollowood hit 53 in an
heroie effort for his side, and yet snatched |
a victory by two runs, amidst palpitating
excitement, . stecls was Longton's top
scorer with 22. 1 formed a high opinion
of this young hatsmwan two or three
seasons ago.  Is he going to vindicate
my judgment at last? 1 have waited ex.
pecting the fulfihnent of the promise 1
thought [ saw, but he has not en-
couraged one's hope much in the mean-
timie. Taylor had four wickels for 22.
Burslem’s collapse was sensational, Alf.
Shith working great havoe. With the
position apparently hopeless, Roy Hollo.
wood took his courage in both hands,
and as he hit the bowling all over the
ficld, the Burslemn spectators were worked
up to great enthusiasin, But when only
twou runs were wanted to equal Longton's
score, and the last muen had joined him,
he fell. He consziderably marred Smith's
analysis, but Longtou’s old war horse
ciae out with seven wickets for 45,

Leck are also partinl to exciting
finishes, for, after declaring at 163 for
six against Bignall End, they had only
five winutes ty spare when the last Big-
nall End wicket fell for 73. Leek were
indebted to two prolific partnerships for
their good score, and J. Pointon (62 not
out) was concerned in both, With A.
Ryder (37), he redeemed a bad start with
a fine stand for the 3rd wicket, and hwd
nnother productive pactieship with 8.
Hutchlusou @5) for the 4th,  Bignall
Eud failed, us stated, by five minutes, to
sive @ point.

The champions garnered two useful
points at Great Chell, where they met
with defeat last year. Bourne (23) and
W. T. Maybury (21), gave Nantwich a
good, though slow start, but they had
rather wostruggling time in reaching 127,
Tkin securing five wickets for 32, Bul
the runs were suflicient, for Chell were
disposed of for 89 (I. Vodrey 27), May-
bury having half the wickets for 29,

The Silverdale batting cracked against
two of the younger school of Norton
bowlers, A. Reynolds and 1L Tiggins,
and they were comfortably defeated by
the lewders. Norton were given a grand
send-off by W. Hurst (61, and I. Water
tull (20), who put up 87 for the first
wicket, but thercafter J. Whalen (four
for 39), and Ben Griftiths (six for 27),
bowled with great effect, and no-one
wlse reached double figures.  The total
of 128, like Nantwich's 127, was good
enough, the strong Silverdale side being
dismissed for 77. Higging had the fine
figures of six for 18, and Reynolds four
tor 28

Porthill won at Stone, but the home
side again put up a creditable show,
Thanks mainly to a great innings of %
by J. S. Heath, who received excellent
support from Ken Gleaves (33), Porthill
were able to declure at 183 for eight, to
which Stone replied gamely with 145, of
which Lee scorad 36, and F. Ravenscroft

Knypersiey were overcome on their own
ground by the Alexandra, of Crewe, who
disiissed the home side for 89, and won

by five wickets. A. Cooper got 47 of the
Kuypersley runs, but was let off twice in
the slips off Sedgwick before he had
scored, so that but for these favours, the
Lome teamn would have made o sorry
show, Sedgwick had five wickets for 38,
and should have had much better figures,
F. Walker got a painstaking 39 for Crewe,

Bank Holiday Gameg

Whit-Monday’s matches were piayed
in perfect weather, and produced much
interesting  ericket, Norton dropped
their first point, and Stonz secured theirs
and were rather unfortunate not to ob-
w@in two at Longton. The home side in
thig match, for the fifth time in succes-
sion, had an exciting finish, as in a fight
against time they succecded in avoiding
defeat with their last two batsimen at the
wicket. Stone's batting was good, and
their total of 173 included 50 by Lee and
41 by the wicket-keeper, Middleton.
Harold Brassington had the exceptional
bowling figures in such a total of 5 for
25. Muainly owing to Smith, whose 40
wias a great innings for his side, Long-
tun, as stated, just saved the ganie, scor.
ing 123 for 9 wickets, X

At Norton, W. Vodrey was again in
form, and his 49 was top score in the
visitors’ total of 171 for 9, at which the
closure was applied. DBut the leaders’
opening pair, W. Hurst (59) and I. Water-
fal] (48), as on Saturday, put up a splen-
did opening partnership for Norton, and
on this pccasion were not separated, the
score reaching 110 for no wickets.

Porthill, Nantwich, and Leek all won
their matches again, though the cham-
piong had little time to spare at Bignall
End. They ran up 183, though such a
total did not secem likely at one point,
W. T, Maybury (31) and E, I, Steventon
(30) aguin batted well, and A, MceTurk
came qn late to hit 43 In quick thne ad
swell the tota] Lo formidable proportions.
Douglus White howled very well, and
hinl 6 wickats for 430 The home batting
was below par until Fred Dale went in
to muke a bold bid for a  draw, aid
scored a praiseworthy 45, However. Big.
nall End were al]l out ten minutes before
“time” for 110,

At Porthill Boon (4 for 17) and H.
Gleaves (4 for 15) made a mess of Silver.
dale, who were bundled out for 52, in
reply to which the home side hit up 17;‘&
for 6 wickets (G. A. F. Bagguley 42, W.
H. Fitchford 36). At Leek, V. Astbury
returned to the first XI, to play a capital
innings of 55 and Gordon Sedgwick
batteq stylishly for 36. Leek declared
at 148 for 6. Knypersiey made a weak
response, and were :lism.i.ust:d for 56.
Harold Birch taking 6 wickets for 29
and Sedpgwick following up.lns good bat.
ting by accounting for 4 wickets 1'0'1' 10.

Burslern drew- their matzh at Crewe,
taking 23 hours to score 150. R. Mol
lowood was again to the fore with 40.
Crewe could not get the runs, but they
played out time, scoring 98 for 8 wickets,

I was sorry to hear at Stone, on Tues-
day, of an unfortunate breakdown by
Bernar] Menkin whilsy batting against
Porthill on Saturday. He strained a leg
ligament -<in running hetween wickets,
and had to be assisted off the field. Be-
sides depriving Stone for some time of

‘331,

the services of a brilliant bat, the mis-
hap had an important influence on the
resu't of the match, for the old Stafford-
shire captain had carefully played him-
self in and was just beginning to look
really dangerous when his innings thus
canie to an untimely end. This circum-
stance miakes Stone's strong reply to
Porthill's big score all the more
erzditable.

Stone's First Victory

Stone pgained their first win of the
season by outplaying Crewe at Stone, on
Tuesday. That they were the better side
was beyond question.  Although losing
their first four iatches, the teamn has
been playing such attractive cricket that
it was no surprise to sce quite a nice

gathering of spectators, who had the
threefold advantage of  beautiful sur.

roandings, brilliant
entertaining gane,
ings oun a capital

sunshine, and an
Stone touk first inn
wicket, which was
casy paced though not unrespousive ty
spin. Against Sedgwick and E. Wood
hall, & useful start was made by E. C,
Fernie and F, Ravenseroft.  The pro-
isional bowled \‘\ilh ving, ang sone-

6

! side of the bat.

ties made the ball swing away avrupt-
Iy, and Woodhall, as usual, swung away
ilittle. but he was often just short enough
to enable the Rtone Captain to display
his stromy offside play to great advau-
tage. His square and late entting quickly
vielded a quartet of pretty  boundary
strokes, and he also played Sedgwick
well, hut his partner was just beginning
to take his share in the run-getting when
he failed to turn a t one to leg, and
was lbw at 28. With Lee us his partner,
Fernie continued o score freely on the

ofiside, and a further 48 were added
Lefore Sedgwick, who had changed ends

after a rest, penetrated the weak point
in his defence, and bowled his leg
stumip, I he were equally strong on the
on-side, there vwould Le few Dbetter bats
in the League than the Stone Captain,
ln‘xt he exposed his vulnerable sput by
his tendeucy to step back and cut balls
that could more safely have been played

on the other side of the wicket. His
cutting  was most delectable, and he

served his side well by scoring 41 of the
first 6. That classy batsman, P. F,
Stubbs, secins to be rather under a cloud
at che monent, and he fC1] to the second
ball he received, beautifully caught with

the left Lang at backwird point off
Woodhail. It was the only wicket this
young bowler got, but he howled better
stuff - than  some of that which got
wickets,  Stubbs tried to drive a swinyg-
ing half-volley without getting over it
properly, and the half-hit was snappcd
up,

Then came two useful partnerships be.
tween Lee and A. M. C. Smith (20), ani
Lee and F. Middleton (30). so that when
Leu'guvv a high catch in the slips off (.
Coffin, the total had been advanced to
156 for six. e had scored 48 out of
128 by rather sedate erickel, and wis not
auite at his best, though e wiy rarely
I anueh difiealiy, wng o fur as | Ho-
teed, gave anly one kharp chance in the
slips off Sedgwick.  This was his third
good innings in four days,-and T was
told by those who know what batting is
that both on Saturday ang Mouday e
pliyed Detter cricket, The Old ITill
player is certainly doing well in Lix new
cuviromnent, and has quickly established
himself ns a popalar fuvourita at Stone,

Buoth Smiith and Middleton nnde sonie
rood hits, but enjoyed a ljttle luck.
Stone  eventually ~ hade a  sporting

decluration at-174 for eiphit, leaving the

visitors time to get the runs if they
could master the Stone bowling. T com-

mend the honie captain for his policy, as
against the “safety first” idea, which
would probably have produced a draw.

Alexandra’s work iy, the field was quite
unworthy of the traditions of the club,
[) hark ‘huuk to the days of Osborne,
Price, .l'-n.-nn, and  LPayne, il compare
the brilliant flelding of that team of 30
years ago, with the decidedly sloppy per.
formance of Tuesday, and sigh for the
glovy that has depuarted. If Sedgwick
had been supported us a keen and alert
fielding side ought to have supported
him, Stone

would huve had a harqd
struggle for runs. But it was largely a
case of good bowling  wasted The

wicket offered no assistance to a fast
lm\\'llcr., and it wag all-important  {hat
possibilities should be snipped up in the
field, and especially in the slips, but at
le;:.st two shaip chances were  nissed
quite carly, whilst later most of the
bowlers suffered from pialpable mistakes
in the field. Sedgwick’s thyee wickets
cost 41, and C. Coffin had three for 3s.
Crewe made a deplorable start against
the bu\\'ling of E. J. Johnson adeL‘éZ.'
It was delightfu] to finq the former as
keen as ever, howling with a Jot of his
old skill, and obvivusly enjoying iy
cricket thoroughly, and it is fairly sife
to say that his retirement from the game
13 not yet.  These were the totals at
which the first six Alexandra  wickets
went dmvn_—2—5—19—28—34~43. John-
sun's off-spinner had all {he batsiien
bottled up, and Lee wag no lesg trouble-
some with his swingers. It wag a sur-
hrise to ane, however, 1o see  them
solng” with his arm, insteaq of in.
swinging, which I have always previous.
ly vegarded as hig speciality, " T think all
his wickets were obtained” wigh balls
tIm} turned  from leg, except the first
which swung in just enough to ake a
citteh behind the wicket off the inner
For a long time
Hupg wis the only batsman t(g) ])lll;lllyL t{f(;
bowling at all, and he had some’ very
narrow escapes. One lovely break-buck
from Johnson completely beat him, and
wrazeqd the bails, and another missed the
leg-stuip by verv little. Lee also got
(lespemtply near his off- stump with an




away-swinger. Hope, however, saw dve
colleagues depart, and the original
bowlers rested, before he cut a long-
hop into the hands of point, having made
a patient 21 out of 43. J. Dickenson,
after being twice almost bowled in trying
to play Lee, went in for hitting, “and
crediteq himself with 30 -before succumnb.
ing rather tamely to a leg-break from
the Stone Captain, who had taken up
the bowling with R, Wormington.
Brownridge and Prince gave a little
trouble, bLut the origina]l bowlers re.
sumed to finish off the innings for 112,
giving Stone a handsome win with
{ pretty well of time to spare. Johnson
| did not quite maintain the quality of his
first few overs, but his record of three
for 40 ight have been mueh  vetter
without flattery,  Lee secure four for
34, and had w good day, The taiih which
I have yepeatedly  expressed  in the
ubility of Stone to hold their own in the
upper cirele  has  already been amply
vindicated. E

Other Rcsults

Nantwich at home rounded off a splen.
didly successful week-end hy defeating
the leaders, Norton, by three wickets,
after dismissing their visitors for 127,
but Leek and Porthill both failed to oom.
lete the trio of victories, though the
atter got a point at Chell, where their
batting strength stood them in gl
stead. Chell put up a good performance
in scoring 206 for nine wickets, but tl.
dare take no risks with Porthill's ¢
of forcing batsmen, and in geking (hen
selves safe, did all they cotidl, pevhaps,
expect to do in gharing the points, for
Porthill put together 141 for six, with
Ken. Gleaves 54 not out, and were, of
course, by no means a beaten side,

Leek suffered an  extraordinary col-
lapse at Burslem, for Roy Hollowood
had the batsmen at his merey, and took
seven wickets for 14, The Leck total
of 32 was much the lowest of the season
thus far. Burslem compiled 145, and so
continued their erratic, up-and-down
course,

Luckless Knypersley were the only
team who failed to garner a single point
from the holiday matches, and three
defedts leave them at the foot of the
table. Bignall Eng were able to declare
at Knypersley with 172 for seven, and
the home team could only compile 93
in respon<e. Longton were at Silverdale,
and making a draw with the howe men,
joined Nantwich and Porthill as  the
only teams to escape defeat during Whit-
suntide. i

The leaders lost three points, as con-
pared with the champions, and two
voints on Porthill, with the result that
this trio are now bracketed equal at the
head of the talle. a point in frong of
Leek. Every club has now met with
defeat, and Silverdale and Knypersley
are alone strangers w victory, The most
noteworthy feature of the holiday 1esults
is the jump of Nunutwich from the eighth
phice to equal first, Rilverdale managed
only one point from the three matches,
and Chell and Bignall End two each.
Porthill only dropped one of the sjx
points at stake, and Leek and Longton
two each.

The table of results now stands as
under :—

w.
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Nantwich  .........
Norton

Porthill
Leek ...
Burslem
Longton ...
Greiat Chell
Bignal] End
Crewe Alex,
Silverdale

Stone ...
Knypersley
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Walsall v. O1d Hil

On Saturday, Walsall's first team were
av home to Old Mill, but the batsmen
could not get going, although it was a
fast wicket, and were all out for 77,
Lindop with 19 being the top scorer. Old
Hill passed the home team’s total with
the loss of only four wickets, and hit up
129. Homer making 40 of the total. For
Walsall, Wilkinson had four wickets for
23 runs, and for the visitors Woodhouse
had four wickets for 20.

Walsall went to Kidderminster on
Monday, and Jost by 184 runs ¢o 129.
For the home team, Tomkinson made 68
and Brook 46. and Owen was top scorer
for Waleall with 28 not out. Whitehouse
had four wickets for 48, and Wilkinson
three for 43,
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STAFFORDSHIRE DISMISSED
FOR

148.

Lockett’s Battiilg One Bright
Feature at Old Trafford.

LANCASHIRE'S

POOR START.

In their opening Minor Counties fixture at Old Trafford

to-day, Staffordshire gave a disappointing batting display against

Lancashire II.

Five wickets went down for 55 runs and at lunch seven men

were out for 94,

This afternoon Lockett hit out with delightful freedom an
passed the half-century before he was dismissed for 55, including
eight boundaries. The ninth wicket put on 40 runs.

The innings closed for 148—a disappointing total, though
better than at one time appeared likely. ' T
Lancashire made a poor start, losing three wickets for 37

uns.

l

(By OUTFIELD.)

OLD TRAFFORD, Wednesday.

There was & strong breeze blowing straight
down the pitch at Old Traflord this morniug,
when Staffordshire opened their Minor
Counties season against Lancashirg II. '

The visiting county, unfortunately, were
minus one of their bowling mainstays in
Bidney Barnes, who is assisting Wales in their
match with Bussex at Brighton, and A. A.
Blckerton, the Porthill player, filled the vacant

lace.

P The home side were without Booth, who has
torn a muscle, but were fairly strongly repre-
sented. Apart from the wind the conditions
were ideal and the pitch quite firm. Btanley
Heath had, therefore, no option, on beating
young Peter Higson in the toss, but to take
first innings.

A Wicket First Ball

The Staffordshire innings had a sensational
opening, for Bickerto:, who was accomy nied
to the wicket by G. A. Fitton, was bowled by
Rhodes, the tall Levenshulme amateur—who
ghared the attack with Preston—with the first
ball of the match, .

7'he Porthill man was far too late in attempt-
ing to desl with a delivery that came straight
through and hkept low.

. W. Homer joined Fitton and turned the
last ball of Rhodes’ initial ovér to the leg
houndary.

Preston found difficulty in finding a length
at the opposite end, and he dragged his foot
over the mark twice, Homer taking the maxi-
mum advantage of the no-ball with a well-
timed drive to the ofi houndary.

Fitton was a steady partner, and began with
three singles, while the Lancashire flielding was

keen.
Bowling Changes.

The first bowling change came with the score
at 17, Rushton taking over from Preston, who
jater relieved Rhodes, the amateur having kept
an excellent length for half a dozen overs.

Fitton continued to bat with extreme caution,
but Homer lost no oppartunity of scoring and
was twice severe on Preston, whoee length was
variable. With 30 reglstered in just over half
an hour, the left-nander was well beaten by
Rushton, who had come on at the Press box
end. Lee, the Stone professional, filled the
vacancy and was almost bowled by the first
delivery he received, the ball beating the bat
and only just clearing tne hails, With only
elght runs added, Lee, who had notched five of
them, “ nibbled " at Rushton’s golng-away ball,
and the chance was gnapped up by Rhodes ab
first slip, the amateusr mAking catch gt the
pecond attempt.

Homer's gcore was now 2€¢ but he had had
very little of the bowling. Oertainly, he was
the only visiting batsman to appear aggressive
against bowling which was, for the most past,
gocurate, bu nothing more,

More Disasters.

A. W. Tkin now partnered Homer and kept
his end going by means of skilful—i cramped
—back play, though he mada ons determined
effort to pull Holroyd, the Lancashire left
hander, to the square leg boundary. The Great
Chell batsman had only collected two, how-
ever, when Holroyd caught him in two minds
and he was bowled. the tota' standing at 41.

Holroyd and Rushton were powling well at
this time, and the first scoring stroke of note
for fully & quarter of an hour was &
past the wicket-keeper by Homer, tor four.

Heath, who had joined Homer, hegan con-
fidently .bup the ball required careful we.u:hmZ;
The half-century was hoisted after 70 minutes

batting.

There was & double change of bowling at
this stage, Horridge and Latchford comping on
for Holroyd and Rushtom. Heath got Latch-
ford smartly to ieg for three, but heavy
fortune befel the visiting count'lty in the next

wver, when Homer was run ou
© It was one of those very unhappy type cf
run-outs when the batsman makes up his mind,
changes it again, and leaves nis partner guess-
ing. The sequel was that the ball was returned
from somewhere in the vicinity of cover, both
batsmen were afi the same end, Homer Wa8
run out, and what promised to develop into a

rofitable innings was cut short. The outgoing
gatsman‘s 31 included three 4's,

Lockett’s Enterprise. -

Lockett joined Heath, who had just reac!
double figures, and the pair settled down to
some of the brightest cricket of the innings.
There was no supgestion of & big stand, how-
ever, and with the total at 76 Heath was
cleverly caught by Rushton at mid-otf, when
attempting & big drive off Helroyd, who was
gdighting the ball cleverly.

ckett attacked the bowling with spirit, but
when 13 had been added Elleker was caught
by Webster at backward point—again off
Holroyd—befcre he had opened his asccount.
The total was 88, and Lockstt's score stood at
21. when R. 8, Hardy joined him.

With only a couple of Tuns asided after lunch,
Hardy was 1.b.w. to Rushton,'Who had resumed
bowling with Holroyd.

Century Hoisted.

E£. P. Cross joined Lockett and the Oldham
rofessional had the satisfaction of sending up
nree figures wien he drove the left-hander to

the sight scresn—a full-blooded stroke to
which Holroyd fumped up in vain, Again Lockett
helped the score nlong by 1ifting & well-pitched
delivery from Rushton to the on-boundary.
Lockett was froquently tempted by Holroyd and
in the next ov r repeated his previcus stroke-—
g lofty drive, which just dropped short of the
sails and sped to the boundary.

Having passed Homer's score Lockett hit
merrily, but alxays judiciously, picking out the
right one, and with Cross defending steadily

there appeared to be every chance of his
achieving a meritorious half-century.

A hard drive through the covers off Preston
brought him within one of that figure, and in
the same bowler's next over Lockett obtained
the single he needed.

A Fighting Innings.

Cross had a “life” off Holroyd, but Lockett
continued resolute. He was certainly doing
mucih to improve the *shining hour” for
Staffordshire and he swept Preston to the
square leg boundary with his next scoring shot.

It was an admirable ninth wicket stand which
had taken the total from 96 to 138, One run

"later, however, Livkett was easily taken at

cover by Horndge olY Preston.

The Oldham professional had given an admir-
ﬂ‘:le display with never an inclination'to flatter
thﬁ bowling—the right type of game when

gs are golng badly. He hit eight 4's.
Joined by Boon Ior last wicket, Cross
ulled Preston to the leg boundary, but the

ngs ended at 148, when the Porthill pro-

g;zlonal was bowled in hittiag out at Latch-

The Staffordshire innings had lasted
hotey S8 e, B
h an theilr innings at 8 o’clock
with E. Webster and Paynter facing the attack
of Ellerker and Boon. WIth only eight scored
the amateur was well beaten by the Porthill

man, who was bowling agalnst the wind.
Horridge came in and began well by turning
the fast bowler to the rails on the leg side.
With the total at 32, however, the newcomer
mistimed one of Boon's swingers and was easily
taken by Ellerker at second elip, The home
county made & bad start, and with the total

unchanged, Paynter was cleverly run ont, .

STAFFORDSHIRE.~First Innings.

A A Bickerton b Rhodes ...00a.0 0
G A Fitton b Rushton ... [}
H W Homer nin out .......

8 Heath ¢ Rushton b Holroyd ..

llerker ¢ Webster b Holroydy‘?... 18
Lockett ¢ Horridge b Preston .. 87
S Hardy lbw b Rushton ...... 4

- FacOF4

g

Total ..iieeeenncecese. 148

LANCASHIRE IL~—First Innings,
E Webster b BOOR ,....c000000 8
Paynter run out .. . ]
FRLB:t c Ecl!mkerbBoon aereee 11

a ¢ Croes b Lockett ...as.
Latchford b 188 saviivecacssann 5%
]
1
K
96

esesconnsessscsasentse

Total (for 8 wkts) ......

BOWLING ANALYSIS.
Staffordshire—First Innings,

O. M. R.
Rhodes .. 8 .. 3 .. 3 .. 1
Preston ,, 11 ,, 0 .. 38 ,. 1
Rushton ,. 18 ., 4 .. 36 ,, 8§
oyd .. 13 .. 6 .. 190 .. § .
Latchford 84 ,. 8 ,. 18 ., 1
Horridge .. 2 O

4 .1 .,

Preston bowled one no-ball.
FALL OF WICKETS.
+  Biaffordshire~First Innings.

1 3 3
e i e e o o PO
0 30 38 41 55 76 88 06 13T 148

8
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STAFFORDSHIRE DEFEATED
IN FIRST MATCH.

Lancashire II ‘Win by Eight
Wickets. :

FINE BOWLING BY IOLROYD.

e
) 4

Staffordshirg lost their first Minor Counties match at Gid
Trafford this afternoon, Lancashire II. beating them by eight

wickets.

Forty-one runs behind on first innings, the visiting county
gave a feeble display in their second venture, being all out for
117, leaving Lancashire to get 77 to win,

These were obtained for the loss of two wickets, Paynter
batting in fine style and just reaching his fifty.

The feature of the day’s play was the excellent bowling of
Holroyd, who took five wickets for 17 runs, bringing his total for

the match to eight for 36.

/

(By * OUTFIELD.”)

OLD TRAFFORD, Thursday.

The eighth wicket stand by Farrimond, the
wicket-keeper, and Preston was the factor
which helped Lancashire II. to top Btafford-
shire's first innings total yesterday, and so
enter on the final stage of the match this
morning with what appeared to be a very
useful advantage. )

When the seventh Lancashire wicket fell ai
118 late yesterday afternpon, the visiting
county had a great chance, but thely bowlers,
feeling the absence of Barnes, wefe unable to
counteract the rugged determination of Farri-
mond and Preston, the total being carried to
168 before another guccess came Btafford-
shie's way.\ '

Boon, who had four for 61, had bowled
really well at times, but Lee brought the Red
Raose venture to an end at 189, 165 & margin
of 41 runs to the good.

titaffordshire had only barely time to start
their second innings, and again i wgs a8 dole-
ful beginning, Lee, who superseded /Bickerton
s partner to Pitton, falling s victim to the
Rhodes—Parrimond combination, with only &
single scored, ?

Play Resunied,

Fitton was accompanled to the wickets by
Bickerton on the resumption this morning,
Rhodes and Rushton bowling. Boih batsmen
began sedately, the first guarter of an hour
bringing half a dozen runs—all singles.

At length, however, Fitton managed to edge
& fast on~ rom Rhodes down the gulley to
the boundary, but the young Lancestrian hdd
not long to wait for a success. Bickerton being
caught at third slip by Paynter, of Rushton
with the total af 14.

A square cut which rattled past polnt gave.
Homer, who had joned Fitton. the credit of
making the first scoring shot of any distinction
to-day  The cricket, however, was, for the
most part, very dull, apd the blea” conditions
dld not help mattezs,

With 26 on the board Holroyd took over from
Rushton, and a full toss on the leg side from
the lefi-hander gave Fitton the opportun'ty of
registering his fust boundary. In Rhod2s’ next
pver, however. Fitton was particularly fortunate
to snick the ball inches wide of his off stump,
and. as it hapvencd. fo the sigh’ screan.

Holroyd w2s ineffective this morning. and
when Latchford relieved him Homer opened

his shoulders to the new bowler’s flrst delivery
—a ghort one wide of the off stump

The arrears were wi off, with Fitton and
Homer still together. ‘The left-hander was now
showing more freedom end, sertt up the half-
century—the product of 88 minutes’ batting—
with a gloxious drive through the covers off
Latchford.

With tbeTt{lotal a::s 69 hll-imnh%'dwaa dl.b.\ag 4?2
Horridge. o partnership produce
and had considerably improved Btaffordshire's

position.

Lockett joined Fitton, whoee score stood at

' “Having a Go,”

With the arrival of Lockett runs came a
little quicker, but that was due to the new-
comer’s penchant for “having a go” Fitton
coatinued, to vat with extreme caution, and
pald the maximum respect 1o all th. bowlers.
When he did eventually depart from the
funerai pace it was a loose delivery from
Rhodes that provided the medium for an all-
run 4—the outcome of a glashing drive between
mid-off and cover,

When Holroyd resumed powling there was
another very dull spell. Lockett found th.e
opportunity however, to pass his partner's
score,. but with 968 on the board the Oldham
professional was easily caught at first slip off
Holroyd.

Pitton had batted flve minutes short of two
hours for 29 at thir stage, but Holroyd ended
his prolonged display incptitude at 97 by
clean bowling him,

With Ikin in, Heath sent up the centur{c—.
the outcome of two hours and ten minutes
batting, but the visiting captain was beaten in
Holroyd’s next over, playing forward and com-
pletely misjudging the flight of the l?all.

Hardy was well beaten by Horrldge's pace up
the pitch before he had scored, and, with &
lead of 60 runs, the visiting county had only
three wickets standing.

Apart from the contributions of Lockett and

Fitton, the Staffordshire batting wa: singularly
spineless,
" Ellerker made one or two crisp drives, bul
provided Horridge with another victim at 117,
and Ykin was caught in attemptin~ a big drive,
with the total unchanged.

Boon failed, and the Staffordshire lnnings
closed at 117, the-home county being le * with
71 to get to win.

The last sty wickets fell for a mere 21 runs,
Holroyd and Horridge being the destructive
tactors. Both bowled with good judgment,
and the left-hander came out with the splen-
did figures of flve for 17, Hosridge's three
wickets costing seven apiece.

" An Early Success.

Lancashire began what appeared to be an
easy task of obtawning the 77 runs required for
victory with F. D, Beattle and Paynter, whe
faced the bowling of Boon and Lockett, buf
with only four on the board, the amateur gave
an eagy catch at slip, to provide Lockett with
an_egrly wicket,

Reverting to the Staffordshire innings, #t
says much for Holroyd's skill that he came out
with the excellent figures of 8 for 36 in the
match, though Hmp bhatsmanship contributed
materially to that achievement.

A second success came the way of the visite
ing bowlers with the total advanced to 20,
Horridge reaching out to Lockett, and being
stumped.

Paynter and Webster took the score along
slowly but surely, the half-century being hoisted
after an hour’s batting.

Defeat!

Ellerker had relleved Locket: in the attack,
enabling the Oldham professional tc supersede
Boon af the Town end. The Porthill man had
bowled at a useful pace, but Lis length and
directfon were yariable

Lee came on for Ellerker at 54, but Lockett
continued to present most difficulties to the
home palir,

When Boon was called back vice Lockett, the
home side were within 14 of victory

Paynter batted well and made the winning
hit—a 4 off Lee—at 3.30, reaching his half-
century at the same tumne,

1.E!'t‘agfordﬁhire .were thus beaten by eight
wickets.

STAFFORDSHIRE.—First Innings.

A A Bickerton b Rhodes ........ 0
G A Fitton b Rushton ...
H W Homer run ouf .......eseee 81

W Lee ¢ Rhodes b Rushion ,..... 8
A W Ikin b Holroyd ......... vee 2
J 68 Heath ¢ Rushton b Holroyd .. 19
Ellerker ¢ Webster b Holroyd ...." 0

A Lockett ¢ Horridge b Preston .. 67
R 8 Hardy low » Rushton ...... 4
E P Cross not 0t «...ocecenanss 12
Boon b Latchford 8

EXITBS  ..eevescvsnapassasce 8

Total Lee0 148

STAFFORDSHIRE. —Second Innings.
G A Fitton b Holroyd ..... P
W Lce ¢ Farrimond b Rhodes .... 0
A Bickerton ¢ Paynter b Rushiton.. &
H W Homer lbw b Horridge ...... 24
A Lockett ¢ Preston b Holroyd .... 30
J 8 Heath b Holroyd ...........0

cnee vae

¢

W H Ellerker 1bw b Horridge

EPCross notout .......... 0
Boon ¢ Paynter b Holroyd 0
Extras 8
Tobal o v v ses iwn s JAT

LANCASHIRE I1L—First Innings.
E Webster b Boon
Paynter run out .......
Horridge ¢ Ellerker b Boon

Latchford b Lee ........
P Higson b Lockett ......
Farrimond ¢ Boon b Lee
Preston ¢ Cross b Boon
Rushton b Boon .
Rhodes b Lockett

asean

Holroyd not out ........eecevuen
EXITA8  «.inareasscrnsonasse 18
Total ..... R ...189
LANCS. IL—Second Innings.
F D Beattie ¢ Boon b Lockett .... 2

Paynter not out

E Webster not out ..,.....

creveans B

Total (for two wkts.) .. 179
BOWLING ANALYBIS.
Staffordshire—~First Innings.

O. M, R. w.
Rhodes ... 8 2 ., 3 ., 1
Preston .. 1¥ .. 0 ., 88 ., 1
Rushton ., A6 ,. 4 ., 46 ,, 3 ,
Holroyd .. 13 ,. 6 ,, 19 ,. 8
Latchford 84 .. 3 .. 18 ,. 1
Horridge .. 4 .. 1 .. 8 .. 0

Preston bowled cne no-ball.
Staffordshire—~Second Innings.
Rhodes ... 6 .. 2 .. 98 .. 1
Rushton .. 14 .., 2 .. 84 .. 1
Preston ., 13 .. 8§ ., 138 0
Holroyd .. 9 ., 8 ,, 17T .. 6
Latchford ., B ., 0 .. 18 ,, 0O
Horridge .. 11 .. 3 .. 31 3
Lancs, ML.—First In) N
Ellerker 12 ., ¢ mnﬂ? 0
Boon .... 17 ., 1 . 81 4
Lockett .. 23 ., 8 44 .. 38
Lee ..., .. 1 .. 43 .. 2
Lancs. [L—Second Innings.

0. M, R. w.
Boon w3 3 .. 2 0
Lockett ... 12 .. 4 ,, 18 ., 2
Ellerker .. 4 ,. 0 16 .. 0
Lee ...... 4.2 0 12 0

FALL OF WICKETS,
Staffordshire—Firsl Ennings,
3 4 6 6 1 8

13 10
0 30 38 41 665 76 88 86 137 148
Stafiordshire—Secend lnnings.

1 33 4 5 8 71 8 10
1 14 50 98 97 100 101 137 117 117
Lance. 1k.—First Enni 0
1 2 3 4 5 8 T8 9 10
8 23 32 B4 B7 108 113 168 173 18p

) Lancs §l.—Second Innings.

1430




- COUNTY CRICKET

Sm[fordshi're.v. Lancashize 1I.

INTERESTING PLAY AT OLD
. TRAFFORD

By “THE CRITIC"”

The Statfordshire team Dbegan the sea-
son’s programme of  matches in the
Minor Counties’ Competition on Wednes-
day, when they opposed Lancashire IL.
at Old Trafford. The Lancashire County
Club appear to have abandoned the use
of the liquid manure dope for the pre-
paration of wickets at their headquarters,
and the result is that a good natural
wicket gives the bowler a chance as well
as the batsman. At al]l events we saw
un interesting and even strugple between
bat and ball on Wednesday, and though
Staffordshire had rather the worse of the
day's play, I think that was due partly
to the greater variety of the hume coun-
ty's bowling, which was on the whole
more accurate than that of Staffordshire,
The ground fielding of the Lancastrians
was, taken all round, also superior to
that of the visitors, who gave a few runs
away.  Further, most of the luck that
was going favoured the home men, for
those who were mainly responsible for
heading the Stuffordshire-score had quite
a number of narrow escapes from Dballs
that beat the batsmen, and just missed
the wicket.
the visiting county, when H. W. Homer's
wicket was thrown away by an unfor-
tunate bungle in running at a time when
he was well set. True, this mishap was,
to soine extent, counteracted Ly the fact
that Paynter, a left-handex whogse
wicket is not easy to get, ran himself
out, or was run out by means of a clever
pick-up at mid-off by the Staffordshire
Captain. Up to a point late in the after-
noon there was a dour contest for the
first innings lead, and only a productive

stand for Lancashire’s eighth wicket
settled that issue in their favour., As a
result of this partnership, the home

county took a lead of 41,

The weather was bright, but a cool and
rather strong wind was blowing almost
straight down the piteh.  J. € Ileath
won the toss, and took first innings, but
the start was a bad one, for Arthur
Bickerton, who wae fortunately able to
take the place of G. H. Thorneycroft
(the Wolverhlampton amateur was un
able to accept the invitation to play).
had his leg stump knocked back by the
first ball of the match. The bowler, N.
Rhodes, a Levenshuluie player, is fairly
fast, and his first ball must have been
an exceptional one, for it apparently
cume huck very quickly from the off just
enough to beat the Porthill man's stroke.
fle is not an easy man (o beat, ang it
was  rather remarkable that Rhodes,

first ball, could mnot secure another
wicket, Homer was quickly off the mark,
and helped himself to a four and a two
off vo-balls in one over from Preston,
another bowler with some pace. Fitlon
carefully played himself im, but had
only made six out of 30 in 40 winutes,
when lie was elean bowled by Rushton.
the hero of Staffordshire’s dismissal for
25 at Steke last August. Rushiton is a
useful mediunepace bowler, and makes
the bull turn -a bit both wayvs, cloaking
the spin very well, e could not get a
lot of *work’ on on this wicket, but he
made a good length ball turn in to the

il beat his back stroke. Neither Les
nor in stayed long, for Lee went feel-
ing for an off ball from Rushton, and
edge( it up in the slips, and the diminu.
tive Holroyd had Ikin beaten by a clever
leg break, a break.buck for the little left.
hander, Stanley Heath played very cotr-
fidently and well from the first, and with
Homer making the bowling look harm
less, and progiessing steadily, without
tuking liberties, the pair looked liks
materially improving the outlook, B,
nhid, Hower was ran out at 65 afier
hatth o hour ang 20 midnutes, It was
one of those unfortunate happenings for
which it is dificult to apportion blame.
The Captuin hit an off ball hard with vhe
obvious intention of scoring, and called
hig partner alimost as he made the stroke.
But the ball was not quite wide enough
to clear cover point, and seeing it stopped
by the fielder, he changed his mind and
turned back. But Homer had answerved
the call promptly, and dashing down
the pitch could not check himself. The
Captain would, no doubt, have crossed
and saved Homer’s wicket at the expence

Then it was a sad blow to

having pulled out such a beauty for his |

left-hander sufficiently to surprise him |

of hig own if he had realised the posi-

Ition, but turning his back on his part-
ner to regain his own crease, he was
obviously unaware until it was too late
that HHonier had been unable to go back.
Having called, it would probably have
been better to go on, but in that case
there would have been danger at both
ends. It was a case of sheer bad luck for
Staffordshire.

Half the side out for 55 was a disas-
trous beginning. and there was little im-
provement for some time. Heath and
Lockett added 21, but the Captain was
then out to a very smart catch at mid-off
in trying to drive Holroyd. Though he
hit it hard, he faileq to keep the spin-
ning ball on the ground, and a stroke
that would often produce four runs
brought about his dismissal instead.
Ellerker wag too eager, and fuiled to get
hold of one of Holroyd's leg-breaks,
being caught at cover, and Hardy was

deceived by an in-swinger, so that eight
wickets were down for 96. Lockett was, |
however, getting the nieasure of the
bowling, and with Cross as a partner,
hie hit out in characteristic fushion, 1lis
drives were clean and powerful, and he
brought off one or two glorious cuts,
reaching his 50 in an hour. Cross kept
hi.n company, and middled the ball well
without attempting to force the pace. |
| But at 137 Lockett skied the ball on the
off. having plaved an exhilarating inn-
ings of 70 minufes’ duration, and credited
himiself with eight boundary strokes.
Eleven more were added, and then Boon
| swiped all across o half-volley.  The
‘lntul wig better than had seemed likely,

but not good enough.

Lancashire also made a sorry start,
Ellerker and Boon shared the bowling,
the professional bowling down the wind.
With ouly eight scored, he got a very
fast one past Webster, and at 22 a bunip-
| ing ball was cocked up in the slips by
| Horridge, As Paynter was run out at the
sane total, matters looked promising for
,Staffordshire  but Latchford aud Y. D.
Beattie added 32, the former batting re-
markably well. Then Lockett camme on
to get the amateur very neatly taken at
the wicket.  With P, Higson in ILee
bowled against the wind, and Lockett
went to the other end to relieve Boon,
but anather 33 were added before Latch-
ford ““loused off” at a swinger from Lee
and was bowled. Lockewt came back to
his original end, and bowled the Lanca-
shire Captain with a beautiful Dbreak- |
back, which he attelmipted to keep out
with his pads, and Boon having resumed,
| sent Rushton’s bails flving, At this point
lseven wickets were down for 113, and
the firat innings lead was anybody’s. But
Farrimond, who has often done well
against  Stafordshire, found a useful
 partner in Preston, who played really
good cricket, and the visitors’ score was
passed without further loss. The eighth
wicket added 55 before Lee got the Lau-
cashire stumper easily caught in the
gully.  Lockett made the Dball turn a
little from leg to bowl Rhodes, and finally
Boon had an over against the wind to
aet Preston caught by the wicket-keeper,
the Lancashire lead amounting to 41. All
the bowlers sent up loose ones occa-
sionally, but Lockett generally kept a
steady length, and his off-break required
very careful playing. He seemed to
have a couple of chances missed at the
wicket, one a catch, and one of stumping,
but Cross kept the wicket well, took two
catches, and except for one four which
he had no chance tosstop, conceded only
three byes. Both Lee and Boon several
times got very near the stumps without
hitting them. The fast bowler lacked a
little in steadiness, and TLee was short
at times, invitineg the produective hook,
but when his length was right, he often
beat the bat by turning the ball nicely
from leg. He also had the worst of luck
when Staffordshire opened their secon:d
innings with five minutes only to bat,
for he glanced a fast leg ball ¢kilfully,
but not quite wide enough to avoid the
active Farrimond, standing well back.
| The wicket keeper jumped across to make

a cateh that was probably a bLig surprise
to the batsman. So Staffordshire ended
the day 40 rdfs in arrear, with one
second innings wicket down.
THURSDAY'S BATTING COLLAPSE

It is only possible, reviewing the match
after the victory of Lancashire on Thurs-
day afternoon, to sum it up by saying
that Stafiordshite were outplayed. The
play of the team was disappointing, and
that applies more especially to the batting.
But the fielding was not clean, with one
or two outstanding exceptions, of whom
Ellerker and Pitton deserve special men-
tion, and the bowling, after Boon and

Lockett, was havdly up to county standard
- When Staffordshire vesumed their sn-cmt«i
mnings, in which Lee’s wicket had been
lost for one ran, Bickerton partnered

Fitton, m,lqu}n!‘mcncud with a confidence

that suggested he meant making amends
for his failure in the iirst innings. But
he bad only scored 5 when he was out
to onc of the very best strokes of the day,
which thoroughly deserved 4 runs instead
of costing him his wicket. It was rather
a short ball, and the Porthill man cut it
beautifully.  Off the middle of the blade
it went like a flash, and would have
reached the ground not more than twelve
yards from the bat, but Paynter hap-
pened to be fielding unusually closo in
at point, and he made a remarkable
eateh close to the ground. Howcever,
matters improved after this. Fitton was
immovable, and Homer played well until
Horridge deceived him with a  ratherd
quicker ball that came  back slightly
and trapped hom leg-before.  The  third |
wicket had added 43, and with Lockett |
and Titton together the score was ad- |
vanced to #4, at which point Stafford-
shite were 55 runs on with only 3 wickets
down. The game appeared to have been
successfully pulled round then, and the
position looked an even one. But the
two slow bowlers, Holvoyd and Horvidge,
cane on to effect n rapid transforation.
Lockett edged one up in the slips, and
Fitton was at last bowled, after a stolid
dixplay of two howrs’ duration. There-
after no one could  cheek  the  bowlers,
and o wenk exhibition of batMng ended
with Staffordshire setting their opponents
a mere 77 to get for victor.\'. These
were got without dificulty, owing to an
excellent  innings by the left-hander,
| Paynter, who recached his 30 with the
(same stroke by which he scored the
winning runs. Lockett bowled well, and
s0 did Boon, though he got no wickets
and Cross Kept an excellent wicket,
SCOPeN je-
Staffs.~-18t Inns,
A, A Bickerton b Rhodex o,
ti. A, Iitton b Rushton ..
H. W, Homer run out
W. Lee ¢ Rlhides b Rushton .
A. W. 1kin b Holroyd veeeeenenn. .
J. 8. Heath ¢ Rushton b Holroyd ... 19
A. Lockett ¢ Harvidge b Preston ... 57
W, H. Ellerker ¢ Webster b Holroyd 0
.S AL Hardy lbw b Rushton ......
E. . Cross not out o
Boon b Latcehford .......

[
DO~ O

Extrag .ovvocenes . 6
Total ..ovvevvininnns 148
8taffs.—2nd Inns.
A, A. Bickerton ¢ Paynter b Rushton 5
G. A. Fitton b Holroyd .. .29 |
H. W. Homer lbw b Horridge ...... 24
W. Lee ¢ Farrimond b Rhodes ...... 0
A. W. Ikin ¢ Rushton b Holroyd ... 6
J. 8. Heath b Holroyd ..eocoevevennn.
A. Lockett ¢ Preston b Holroyd ... 30
W. H. Ellerker 1bw b Horridge ...... 11
R. 8. Hardy, b Horridge . 0
E. P. Cross not out ........ 0
Boon ¢ Paynter b Holroyd 0
Extras .. 8
fi0 < €1 (RER—— 117
Lancashire 11.—1st Inns.
E. Webster b Boon . . "6
Paynter run out . 5

Horridge ¢ Ellerker b Boon =
F. D. Beattie ¢ Cross b Lockett ... 12
Latchford b Lee .t
P.. Higson b Lockett
Farrimond ¢ Boon b Lee

Rushton b Boon 2
Preston ¢ Cross b Boon 43
N. Rbzdes b Lockett 1
Holroyd not out ......... 8
Extras ........ 13

Total w..ueivuneen, ; .189

LANCASHIRE IL.—2ND INNs,

Beattie ¢ Boor. b Lockett ......., "2
Paynter not out......... veveas B0

Horridge st Cross b Locké\te' ewieee, 8
Webster, not out X
lxtras Crsecssaes B

Total (for 2 wicketa) 70

BowLiNa ANALYEs

Staflordshire 18t Inna, 2n
“ OM RW 0

ceee B2 201 (1)
Preston ...,

Rhodes .

cwwat A
—
o«
=

o 110381 12

Rushton .. 1564 88 3 14 311
Holroyd ........ 13 6 19 3 04 17 5
Latchford cees 81 3181 50150
Horrvidge........ 41 50 11 3 21 38

Lancashire 1st Tuns, 2nd Inn
| OM RW OMRW
Ellerker ...... 12 4 24 ¢ 40160
Boon ‘e o171 61 4 11 327 0
Lackett . 238468 12 148 2
Lee cresenaa.s 111 43 2 42 012 0

i
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BOWLS SPLENDIDLY
AT FRODINGHAM.

'Porthill Man’s "
For 31 Runs.

Seven Wickets

LINCOLNSHIRE ' BATSMEN TROUBLED.

was painfully slow.

was largely r%ponsible.‘

Lincolnshire “were frequently in difficulties against the
Staffordshire bowling at Frodingham to-day and scoring at times

Only 24 runs were scored in the first three-quarters of an
hour, and half the side were out for 71, after 46 had been added
for the fifth wicket, the best stand of the innings.

For this state of affairs, Boon, the Porthill Park fast bowler,

T "He came out with the splendid analysis of seven for 3_1,"having
taken five for six at one period. o

§ Faced with a total of 108, Staffordshire ' made a bad start,

' losing Fitton and Bourne cheaply. oo Th A

T T Y

I

(By "OUTFIELD{)
y FRODINGHAM, Wednesday.

Staffordshire visited Lincolnshire to fulfil
thelr second Minor Counties fixture to-day.
{The Stafordshire team tock the fleld without
Lockett and Barnes, both of whom were
prevented from appearing through the calls
of .evening league mdtehes. Lockett had hoped
to get aiong this morning, but the state of the
match between Oldham and Minrow last night
precluded that possibility. 4

There were no fewer than six changes in
gtaffordshire’s side, H, E. Bourne, the Nant-
wich batsman, H Bedgwick, R. Hollowood, L.
Crump, L. McEllin and E. Mayer (Norton),
coming in vice H. W. Homer, W. H. Ellerker, R.
8. Hardy, Lockett, A. A. Bickerton and W. Lee.

1t is two seasons since Btaflordshire visited
the Brumby Hall ground, in a match which
finished a fair crop of sensations.

The wicket for to-day's match appeared bone
‘hard, despite this week’s raln, and it was
natu to expect the slde taking first knock
to deflve some advantage. : .

Two Early Wickets.

The privilege fell to Lipcolnshire, and B. A,
Bashforth and T. D. Ross goened to the howl-
ing of Bedgwick eand Boen. The Crewe pro-
fessional, after topping” the stur-ns with his
initial delivery, began with & ..alden over.
Basnforth, was struck on the body in Boou's
first over, and therc was a brief stoppage.

The Brst scoring shot of note was a airalght
drive to the boundary by Bashforth off Sedg-
wick, and the Frodingham mapn turned the
next delivery very neatly for a single. Boon
was making the ball “ fly” from the pitch at
yaried angles, and bo'h batamen trea him
with exereme caution,

The visiting county had not long to walt for
thelp fArst wicke!, for, in Bedgwick’s third over,
and with deuble figures just reached, Bashforth
opened his shoulders and was besugifully taken
by Bourne at square leg. i

Campbell, who acts as professional to the
Prodinghgm Steele Works Olub and County,
followed fn. Ross got Boon past point for four.
Lut, with the total only advanced to 18, and
his own share a single, Campbell was well
beatep and bowled in playing back to the Poyt-

hill man.
A Bad Sfart.

The home county had made an ARDAPDY
beginning, but worse was te follow, for P. E.
1.0effler, the Lincoln amateur, whe had batted
well ageinst Lelcestershire IX. at Grimsby, was

nopelessly bepten by the fpst delivery Uf.&dg"
wick's fifth over. The Crewe professionals

[]

E’mce of wickets had cost fouy runs aple\ﬁel up
this stage. L Yy
Ross continued watchful when jolned, by
Flatters, and the product of three-quarters of
an hour's batting was a mere 24.

The fourth Lincolnshire wicket fell one run
later, Flatters nibbling at Boon's going-away
ball and belng magnificently caught at the
wicket, Crog% taking the chance low down in
a diving attitude,

With the Rev, H. Mack joining Ross, the
handful of spectators saw a couple of left-hand
batsmen at the crease together.

Runs came very slowly indeed, and when the
{nnings was un hour old the score board showed
a total of 37 only. The light, however, was
poor, and there appeared to be rain hanging
around.
Sedg,wlck made a confident appeal nst
Ross for obstruction, with the tolal at 41, but
the verdict was against him.

The first bowling change was Mayer, for
Sedgwick, at 42. i

Fifth Wicket Stand.

Ross and his clergyman partner were now
beginning to see the ball batter, and combined
to offer a very useful resistance for the fifth
wicket. Certainly, the best scoring shot of the
innings, so far, was provided by the eleric when
Pe drove Boon delightfully through the covers
or four.

The half-century was holsted after 176
minutes’ batting. and there was a further bowls
ing change ot 68, Hollowood relieving Boon,
who had bowled steadily for 13 overs.

The scoring was improved, principally
through the medium of singles, but neither of
the naw bowlers presented greab difficully.

Mack ofl-drove Mayer to the boundary after
a long spell of dreariness, but RoEs Wwas
statuesque untd, with the total at 71, Hol-
lowood disturbed his stumps with a very good
length delivery.

The Stamford left-hander had been at the
crease 100 minutes for his 23, Mack's score
standing at 30 when the partnership, which had
produced 46 runs, was brought to & clase.

Pour runs later, Boon, who had relisver
Mayer, completely beat the clergyman, whose
off stump was broken in two, and the Porthill
pro. csustd Scarby to play om, with the tetal
advanced by one,

Qeven wickets were thus down for 76, and
the prospict of the home county reaching three
figures was not bright.

Button, the newcomer, had the top of his
stumps Fit by & full toss from Boon, bub the
umpire bod signalled a * no-ball."

Lunch was taken with the total 82 for seven

wickets.
Boon Bowling Well.
After lunch ‘Boon and Holloweod howled on
Yhe resumption. Wright received a blow in the

region of tha heart from a rising bal} {r

fest bowler, and took revenge ermelnez?:nofr};!e'

gfwtr}llgdegp]mse ofr Hollowood, driving an over-

elivery from the B
]m{g] ?nl ey D the Burslemn man to the
right was repeatedly troubled by Bo

was cyentually given out caught atythe ovxv‘fc?cltd

after surviving two appeals for ibw. '
Major Wilson, Lincolnshire’s skipper, joined

Sutton, and by cleverly turning Hollowood to

the fine leg boundary. sent up the century, the

pro(\itylct of two hours and 25 minutes’ batting.

5 Two; runs later. however, 8utton provided
oon with his sixth viclim of the innings.

A Splendid Analysis.

The Lincolnshire innings came to an end
when Boon clean bowled Major Wilson at 108.
g‘hue Pur;.hmjyro. came out with the splendid

gures of se..n for 31, his analysis reading:—
212 avers, ae dem' yuna, -
a2 o ven, mm_m , 31 , seven
In his second spell he capt
for six runs in 8.2 overs, bow. unzjt gm%ﬁ?
and causing his deliverles to fiaa” an the

pitch.

Tae-visiting county began badly, for, with
only four registered, Bowrne was splendidly
caught at slip off the Lincolnshire captain.

The young Burslem centurion, Crump, joined
PFitton, who had opened with a clever four to
the fine leg boundary off Wright, who shared
the bowling with his captain. Fitton waslb w
to Wilson at 18.

Crump and McEllin batted resourcefully for
a time, but runs came sglowly. the first 30
occupying three-quarters of an hour A pretty
shot past point by Crump was the only aggres-
sive stroke since Fitton's departure,

LINCOLNSHIRE.—First Innings,

B A Bashforth o Bourne b
Bedgwlck .....iciiinisnrsnanas
T D Roas b Hollowood ..........
Campbell b Boon  .......ee0
P E Loeffler b Sedgwick ...
. R Flatters ¢ Cross b Boon ...
Rev H Mack b Boon .
H R Searby b Boon ... :
W A Bution b Boon ..... ‘essnneee B
G Wright ¢ Cross b Boonl ......
Msajor C Wilson b Boon ...i.... 6
E Munnings noi oUt ...eseeanass
Extras

Total

BTAFFORDSHIRE.—First Innings.
G A Pitton lbw b Wilson ........
H E Bourne ¢ Bashforth b
L H Crump not out ....evevense
L McEllin ibw b Button ...,.
J 8 Heath not out .......ss

Extras

Total (for 3 Wiis) ......
FALL CF WICKETS.
Lineolnshirs.—First Innings.
2 3 4 B 6 T 8 ©® 10
1 16 36 T1 76 76 97 103 108
BOWLING ANALYSIS,
Lincolnshire.—~Firat innings, :

3
neresssresnsasansene 14

cetrnseasransens..108

0
3
0
4

43

-

0. M, R. w.
Boon ....213., 7 .. 31 ,, 1
Sedgwick ... 11 .. 4 .. 18 .. 3
Hollowood... 13 4 .. 30 ., 1
Mayer .... T 3 .. B .. 0

11
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STAFFORDSHIRE WIN BY AN
INNINGS AND 24 RUNS.

Lincolnshire Dismissed for 158.

SEDGWICK’S GOOD

ALL-ROUND PLAY.

Staffordshire established a useful first innings lead of 182
against Lincolnshire at Frodingham to-day. ‘

‘For this they were largely indebted to vigorous hitting by
A. W. Ikin, Sedgwick, and E. P. Cross, who each contributed

useful scores.

Eighty-three runs were put on for the ninth wicket as a
result of a bright partnership between Sedgwick and Cross.

Faced with the possibility of an innings defeat Lincolnshire
lost three wickets cheaply, and half the side were out for 95.

A stand by the Rev. H. Mack and H. R. Searby for the
sixth wicket improved matters somewhat for the home county.

Staffordshire won by an innings and 24 runs.

(By “ OUTFIELD.")

FRODINGHAM, Thursday.
with a lead of 66 runs, and three wickets
still to fall, tiie Btaflordshire team appeared to
e in & distinctly good position when the
gecond day's play in the Minor Counties fixture

with Lincolnshire began to-day.

At one time yesterday afternoon, such a use-
ful lead seemed highly jmprobable, but the
vesource of Crump, the young Burslem batsman,
end an admirable forcing display “l;z‘y Ikin,
followed by * fireworks” from Bedgwick and
the capital Norton ali-rounder, Mayer, were
factors that placed the home county in the
position of having to fight with their backs to
;the wall. .

8till, Lincolnshire were not wholly blameless
for Sedgwick was missed twice—both sitters—
and Crump gave an easy change pt square leg
when his contribution was 80.

The Rev. H. Mack was the most successful
homs bowler, and he dislodged Mayers stump
with a ba). wbich swung across at the last
moment, and which the batsmen made no
attempt to play.
© Bedgwick (18, and Hollowood (18) were the
two “not outs" who resumed the Btaffordshive
venture this morning in bright sunshine. There
haed been some overnight rain, but xot enough
1o effect the pitch seriously,

Wright and Suttcn opened the bowling, and
the foriner's first over yielded nine runs, five
to Mollowoad, and the yomainder to Sedgwick.

Hollowood's Admirable Innings.

# The visiting county’'s total advanced to 181
before Hollowood V27i, well caught at phort slip

off Wright, whose deliveries had more nip from |

the pitch ‘han any of the other bowlers Line
coinshire had tried. The oytgoing batsman's
25 was in every way an admirable contribution.

Two hundred went up after the visiting
county had been at the crease three and a half
hours, the later bstsmen having accelerated the
pace to gme purpase. '

B8edgwick opened wightly again this morm-
ing, and the wicket-keeper, Cross. faced the
bowling with plenty of resolution. The outcome
wag that Staffordsh.rr werd scon 100 ahead of
the home county’s total.

Major Wilson relleved Sutton, but Sedgwick
continued to hit well all round the wicket. and
yeached hls 50 In as many minutes with a
peautiful straight drive off the Lincolnshire
eaptain,

Bright batiing was the order this morning. a
welcome change from yesterday, and 260 was
sgnalled after the innings bad lasted just over
four hours. At this stage, 80 suns had been
added for the ninth wickeb.

Meck was brought on, vice Wright, but both
patsmen treated the clergyman bowler in
cavalier fashion, and Munbings, the Grimsby
oown footballer, waa glven a further chance,

100 Rons jn 85 Minutes,
Cross, who made many good strokes, was
yaussed a6 the wicket off thg new bowler, and

the Lincolnshire flelding a8 a whole fell
ghort of the best standard. Bo freely did the
ftaffordshire batsmen go for the bowling to-
day. that 100 runs had been added to the
overnight score in 656 minutes.

With the total at 274, Bedgwick was emsily
caught at mid-on when attempting to h}t
Munnings for six. The Crewe professional’s
innings of 72 was a capital contribution in the
cause of brighter cricket, He found the
boundary nine times, and was always attack
ing the bowling.

Eighty-three runs were put on for the ninth
wicket and Cross was epproaching his half-
century when Sedgwick departed. He did not
reach it, however, for in attempling to steal
& single from a push stroke towards cover, the
Staflordshire wicket-keeper saw his partner
{all to respond and Boon was easily run out.

The visiting coum{zs total stopped short
therefore at 200, or 183 runs on. ,

Cress's admirable Knock imcluded seven 4's.
The Btafordshire innings had occupled four
hours 20 minutes, and Lincolnshire began their
uphil} task at 12.30 with T. D. Rass and P. E.
Loeffler facing the bowling of Boon and Mayer.

Loelfler cub the first delivery of the innin,

a rising ball from Boon, very neatly to

boundary.
Boon Erratie,

Lincolnshire's opening batsmen were in
rather more confident mood to-day, and both
Ross and Loefler made exncellent atrokes,
being rather severe op Boon, who was unable
to hira a length.

In lege than half an hour they ook the
score to 33 when Leoffler was ceught by Fitton
off Mayer. The Frodingham man, Basl-'crth,
filled the vacancy, but hig stay wes shart.

Maver. who bowled a particularly good
length, broke through nis defence and two
guod Lincolnshire wickets had gone with the
home county still 140 rune behind.

Hollowood had relleved Boon just prior to
Bashforth's dismissal, and the Burslem man
beat Ross as he had done in the first innings
with a fine delivery which came qQuickly off
ghe pitch. Three wickets were down fai 46,

First 6 of the Match.

Boon came on again for Mayer just hefore
funch. and at the end which provided flve of
his wickets yesterday

Flatters, who was associated with the Rev.
H. Mack, registered the first 6 of the match, a
beaunful straight dr.ve off Hollowood. and no
further succcss came the way of the Stafford-
ghire attac: prior to the adjournment, which
was taken with the total at 82 for three.

Hollowosi and Boon bowled on the
resumption and 710 was signalled without
further loss.

The wickes, still fast, retained it8 sporting
character,” and Boon gave Flalters cause to
flinch once with a ball that whizged past his
shoulder.

Still yuns came fairly frecly until, with the
total 86, Boon vowled Fla'ters, who had given
a bright exiubition and !ncluded & series of
full-blooded slrakes in his knock of 38.

Half Lincoln Out for 95.

Campbell obtained a 4 to leg off Hollowood
but shortly afterwards provided the Burstem
man with his second victim of the innings, 1xin
accepting an easy chance at square leg.

Half the Lincolnshire side had been disycsed
of tor 85, and 8, were stil] required to avert an
iniungs defeat when Searby joined Mack.

Sedgwick relieved Hollowood at 02, this
being the Crewe man's first turn with the bal
during the innings, and Boon was .esled, atier
& long spell, in favour of Mayer.

There was a useful stand for the =i4th wicxet,
as both Mack and Searby made guud SUrONES,
the clergyman in particular batting vell,

When Lhe partnersihup had realised 68 and the
tolal had been carried to 1563, Mack was bowled
2){ gmydeﬂx;‘,‘land thel eng was not long delayed.

affor 'Y winning by an innings in.

8 ick took 3 wickets far 2% runl,m
Mayer 3 for 28,

LINCOLNSHIRE.~First Innings,
A Ekuhlmh ¢ Bourne b
wie

B
T D Ross b Heliowood
Campbell b Boon ...
P E Loeffler b Bedgwick
R Flatters ¢ Croas b Boon

recensssans

Major C Wilson b: Boon
E Munnings not out .
- Extras

eeeancrssenasonas

Total .108
LINCOLNSHIRE—Second Innings.

P E Leoffler ¢ Fitton b Mayer
Campbell ¢ Ikin b Hollowood
BA orth b Mayer ...ovvevee ¢
R Flatters b Boon ....ev000000.. 2D
H Mack b Mayer ........ oa. 48
TR AR
u c fek .... 2

G \iw%i%vrltlxsn oucm. .o zw ...... .

or on ¢ Mayer b Sedgwick
E Munnings not out ....eeeenv.. ' 2
EXIIA8 ...oovveeopesonncsans. 13

g

Total .....eveennnrnner. 108

STAFFORDSHIRE.~—First Innings.
A Fitton Jow b Wilson ..... . 8
Bourne ¢ Bashforth b Wilson.. 2
Crump ¢ Ross b Mack ...... ¢4
Iin lbw b Sutton .......... 13
ath b Wright ............ §
in ¢ Flatters b Mack ..., 38
yers b Mack

owood ¢ Loeffler b Wright ., 25
088 NOL OUt .evvvneraan... 48

gl'!:ﬂ:!m:-ht‘;ﬂiﬁ
YEIRETENT
R.QB2% xz&
EEE
£
o
-4
£
=
%
2

Total seseneennaaa.200
BOWLING ANALYSIS.
Lincolnshire.~First Innings,
O. M, R.
Boon .,,,313., 7 .. 31 ,
Sedgwick .. 11 .. 4 ,, 18
Hollowood.. 13 .. 4 ,, 30
Mayer ... T .. 1}
Staffordshive.~Firgt
Wright ., 23 ., 3 .
Wilsons ,... 262.. 8 ,, 65 .,
Mack .... 27T .. 91 ., 64 ..

orwad

Button .. 20 .. T .. 48 |
Munnngs .. 8 .. 0 ., 31 .,
FALL OF WICKETS,
Lincolmshire.~Firs¢ Innings,
1 3 8. ¢ 8 6 7 8 9 gy
0 16 16 3 T 75 76 9T 103 108
Stafordshire.~First Innings,
18 3 4 65 6 1 8 g 10
4 18 41 89 107 120 186 193 274 agg

= 8 03 3O 8D
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MINOR COUNTIES
CRICKET.

—_———
Staffordshire Easily Defeat
Lincolnshire.
———

Good All Round Play by
Sedgwick.

Btaffordshire tollowed up last week's defeal
by Lancashire I1, at Old Trailord, by scoriig
L  casy victory aganst Lincoinshire, al
Prodingham, this week.

Dismissing the hone county for 108 in the
Arst innings Btaflordshire ran up the big total
of 200. Bet w get 183 runs to avoid an innings
defeat Lincounsnure could only compue 168,
Stafiordshire thus won by an tnnings and 24
runs.

Much of Btatfordshire success was due to a
splendid all-round display by 8edgwick., who
hit up 72 and captured five wickets. Boon also
bowled splendidly. taking seven wickets for 31
runs in the Urst innings and getling a wicket
in the second, while E. P, Croas (48 not out)
L. H. Crump 44), A. W. Ikin (38) assisted
materially with the bat.

LINCOLNSHIRE.—First Innings,
B A Basnforth ¢ Bourne b

3
&
2

k b boon .....

H R Bearoy b Boon ...

W A Button b Boon ....... .

G Wrigat ¢ Cross b Boon w1

Major O Wuscn b Boop .

B Munn'1gs not out .....
Extras

wses snswmanevasvesa 14

o
VA0V =0~

.......... tees.e.108

Total
LINCOLNSHIRE—-8ecund (naings.
T D Ross b Holowood . ..... 30
P E Lecilder ¢ Mitton b Mayer
Campbe.i ¢ Ikin b Hoilowood
B A Baanforth b Mayer
R Fialters b Boon ....

W A Button ¢ Ikin b Bedgwick ....

Tt i vmmwane o maien o 158

BTAFFORDSHIRE.—First lanings.
g A Fillon 1»w o Wilson ........

Bedgwick ¢ Ross b Munni
bt Wright

BOWLING ANALYSIS,
Lincolnshire.—~First Lonings,
O. M, R.

Boon ..., 313.. 7 .. 21
Bedgwick .. 4 18
Hollowoost N ) 80

Mayer .... s b s 18
Lincolnshire.—Second Innings.

Sedgwick .., B88.. 3 .. 24 ..

Boon .. 2

S0ACOBI0T DY 6O ket e.—u-ﬂ?
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SOUTH AFRICANS' VISIT
MARRED BY RAIN.

&

Good Start by

Minor Counties

Discounted. |

CENTURY FIRST

4
) g

WICKET STAND.

" There was some dramatic pre-lunch cricket at Stoke to-day
when the Minor Counties opposed the South Africans.
" Batting first, the Minor Counties were given an excellent
start, W. T. Cook and P. F. Remnant being associated in a
century first wicket stand, and scoring at a very brisk pace.

Subsequently the game took a dramatic turn, the South

African bowlers getting on top,
for 169. '

and by lunch six men were out

Owen-Smith was the bowler to bring about the change, his

cleverly-conceived attack having

the batsmen in difficulties.

During the interval,. rain fell and play has'not yet “been

resumed. . '

At 4.30, play was abandoned for the day.

8 -

FINE BOWLING BY OWEN-SMITH.

(By “ OUTFIELD")

N THEIR visit to the LM. and S.
¢ Sports Ground at Stoke to-day, the
Bouth Africans paid the Minor Counties
the flne compliment of flelding what
approximated to their strongest side.
Indeed, it {8 improbable that the side
which H. G. Deane skippered to-day will
differ in. more than three instances
from that which will face the might
and power of England in the first
‘Test Match which opens at Edgbaston
on Saturday.

In any case the Tourists had an old score
to wipe out as far as the Minor Countles were
conocerned, for in ]
meetings with
them on two pre-

vious tours they
sustained defeat

of
battle
second.
With a power-
ful all-r&l,l]nd s‘fge
represen e
Minor Ogmntlas

, it was
not  anticipated,
either, that the
Colonials  would
have mtxo easy

t all square.
Visi¢ to Pottery.

Prior o the match, the South African
‘players enjoyed to the full & visit to the Eagle
gntm of Messrs. Meakin in Hanley, where
they found much to interest and instruct, par-
the younger . members of the
side who Wwerg witnessing the
ies of the potter's art: fox the frst
!’u'.iﬂﬁem were only two changes in the South
African elgven from that which came @
erop to the tune of alx wickets at Old
Tyafford, A. J. Bell and MacMillan coming in

Qchse and Vincent,
m‘iﬁ was rather @ disappointment that W,
B. Fmoklin,- the Bucks and ex-Varsity
player. who was chosen to skipper the Minor

Counties, was unable to fuldl his engagement.
and the responsibility of leadership was
taken over by the Surrey amateur, W. T.
Cook, Farrimond, the Lanceshire reserve
wicket-keeper, filling the eleventh place,

There wag a fair ring of l?mmmou present
when Cook beat Deane in the spin of the
con, and took the obvious course of giving
the Mm(;‘retCountm first knock on & bone-
hard wicket.

A Promising Start. endid

his men were accorded s splen
mgomugnd talung the feld, followed closely
by W. T. Cook and the Hon, P. F. Remnant,
who opened the Minor Countles batting
venture. Morkel and Bell ahared the ltta%kd
and the latter beat Remnant with his secol
ball, which just whiszed Pant. the off-stump.

Runs came fairly freely at firat, and after
Remnant had late cut Bell to the boundary,
the Minor Counties skipper straight-drove
Morkel past the aight screen for four. mm&
nant was in particularly aggressive mood aL
gent up 20, after ihe innings had lasted the
same number of minutes. Moreover, he
followed it up by pulling the same bowler to
the leg boundary. thewover producing i1 runs

Berksh amateur.
mB‘ehlﬁs length was varisble, but' Morkel com-
manded more careful attention.  Thirty, how;’
ever, was signalled without loas, Remnan
claiming motre than half of them.

A gequel to the free scoring burst of Bell's
1ast over came with the total 31, Quinn, & left
arm bowler, taking over from his colleague at

lion end.

'hmvéﬂ?ur Counties had at least made an
excellent start, but the wicket was playing
beautifully and appeared to be full of runs.
Cook emulated his partner by driving Mozkel
powerfully to the rig# to send 40 up, the out-
come of half-an-hour s batting.

Quick Scoring.

e excellent rate of run-getting continued,
an'ghnemnant scoved cleyerly all round the
wicket, a lovely drive to the long off-boundary
off Quinn being the best executed siroke of
the innings so far.

At 48, MacMillan relleved Morkel, and the
new bowler’s initial over saw the half-century
hoisted. As the opening pair had only been
at the crease 32 minutes it will be readily seen
thet the devotees of brighter cricket were
finding things just to their lking. Anything
that was overpitched recelved its due meed of

urishment, and Cook delighted the crowd by

umping out to MacMillan and despatching
the ball over mid-0ff’s head to the boundary.

The ground fielding of the Tourists  left
nothing to be desived, and picking-up and
throwing-in of the outfieldsmen were .alike

impressive Cameron's wicket-keeping was also
good to watch, and in accord with the traditions
of the Colony, which are high indced in that
department of the game.

None of the bowlers found responsive quali-
ties in the wicket, and there was no slackening
off in the rate of run-getting Quinn com-
manded an excellent length, but had no fire off
the pitch. and MacMillan was freely attacked.
particularly by Remnant, who took fours off
him in successive overs, the last shot a
perfectly-timed stroke the Jeg all along the
carpet.

E.ghty runs were signalled after 88 minutes’
batting. and shortly afterwards Cook was
fortunate to see a skier off Quinn drop just
Qut of harm’s way. Catterdll made a valiant
attempt to reach it, but was a couple of
yards’ short in the end. 2t was the
semblance of a chance that ejther batamen

had given.
Century Stand.

The Burrey batsman almost monopolised the
scoriag for a spel) and with the total 94 the

openlng pair could clalm 43 apiece. Then
be?hn an interesting race for the halfcentury.

ree runs later Deans ordered a double
howlin, change, Owen-Smith relieving
Ma an Mo railway end, and Bell return-

vice

nant had cut Bell del
man far four to send u|
well beaten by Owen-8mith, the S
man pla; te at a delivery
from leg. e innings had lasted just an hour,
Cook hit four 4's in his cagltol innings.

Remnant continued to hit brilliantly and
was particularly severe on RBell, but with the
total 121, the Berkshire amateur provided
Owen-8mith with his second victim. He had
been at the crease 656 minutes and dispatched
the ball to the boundary eleven
glorious innings which had put the. now
appreclably-sized crowd on good terms with
themselves.

Owen-8mith was bowiing very well indeed
when E. D. Dynes was joined by the Cheshire
T MaciLlen Wi troed sasin vice Bel

. was ain vice , and k
both the new batnnena%la A ept

At 131 Dynes was easily taken by Mitchell
at first slip off the new bowler, and, with three
wickets more down, the complexion of the
innings had changed quickly and dramatically

departure of Cook.

since the
Dramatic Change. ' .

The Tourist bowlers were getting definitely
on top hereabouts, and with the total only
advanced to A ham man, T. K.
Dobson, who had m&notched a single, was
bowled by Owen-8mi with a delivery that
Just removed the off-bajl g

The crowd had a special cheer for Lockett
when the Btaffordshire man joined Hodgson,

Owen-8mith demanded extreme watchtul-
ness, 88 his figures demonstrated up to this
stage: Overs 7, maldens 2, runs 15, wickets 8.

Lockett opened with a slnﬁi:: off MacMillan
and was lucky in that bowler's next over ta
snick one inches:wide of his leg stick, the
ball travelling for two. The Oldham profes-
:‘{;nmllmnextu o té:hed the some bowler to

e g-0! undary, but in' Owen-Smith’
next ovtehré 2& was clean bowled. ne

Half e were thus disposed of for 146
when 8idney Bames jolned Hodgson. What
3 c!%gutzgr u; the space of half-an-hour—100 for

A single to Barnes saw 180 signalled when
the had been in progress 97 minutes,
and Hodgson celebrated ™ the ocoasion by
straight-driving MacMillan to the rails, !

The Cheshire amateur faced the bowling
with rather more confidence than some of hia
predecessors, and had the temerity to take g
four - off Owen-Smith, & beau ifully-timed
stroke between point snd third man.

Qu‘:vn‘éh 01:'4l on the bos:gd gm Jeft-hander,

v e on again ve

bowled Hodgson - e

% Rain Stops Play. . :
been sultry throughout the mornin,

andndldnotocculmsumrMewben rai%

began to fall during the luncheon interva).

The downpour was fairly steady and there

0y chance of a resumption af the pointed

time, the covers being brought out at g.zo.

Owen-8mith's figures up to the luncheon
interval read: Ove's 11, maldens 3, runs 26,
wickets ¢—an impressive plece of bowling,
:&d quite the best thing he has done during

Play had nof
‘"‘:{,3{ A 'B.Ii}l“tﬁ :ee:.:a;umed at 3.18 when rain
b four o'clock w ad been
had developed into a remonelea: st:;g:};od‘::;me
MINOR COUNTIES.—First Innings,
W T Cooke b Owen-8mith ........ 45
Hon P F Remnant b Owen-Smith 62
E D Dynes ¢ Mitchell b MacMillan 7
: 26

tfully wide of third
the century, Cook was

H W Hodgson b Quinn ...

T. K Dobson b Owen-8miih - ...

Lockett b Owe1-Smi mnh g
28 00b OUS * ruennasnsvnr B

©en0anvsodoonsancens 13

Total (for 8 wkts)

=
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KEEN STRUGGLE FOR RUNS
AT STOKE.

Barnes .-Puzzles» the Tourist

.

CLAIMS FIRST

| _Ba%smen. )

SIX WICKETS.

Facing the moderate tof#l of 201, the South Africans had
to struggle for runs at Stoke to-day, when their match with the

Minor Counties was continued.

.

Sidney Barnes, the Staffordshire and wor!d-famous player,
had the tourist batsmen in difficulties from the start.

He was treated with the greatest respect, and his first 15

overs yielded only 13 runs @n

d a trio of victims in Mitchell,

MacMillan and Morkel...Seven of these overs were maidens.

Barnes continued to bowl in masterly fashion and, dismissing
both Taylor and Catterall, half the side were out for 81 runs.

At the tea interval Barnes’ analysis was 24 overs, 9 maidens,

28 runs, 6 wickets.

STAFFORDSHIRE MAN'S GREAT ‘BOWLING.

(BY “OUTFIELD.”)

DESPITE the overnight rain—and
there was an appreciable volume
of it—an inspection of the pitch
shortly before the appointed time for
the resumption of the Minor Counties
meatch with the SBouth Africans at the
L.M. and 8. Sports Ground, Stoke, t
morning, led the umplres to a dec

to start at 11,30, providing there

no further downpour, but the clo
were still in unsettled mood, and the
prospects for a lengthy spell of play
did not appear too bright.

I gather that the wind of the early morn-
ing had helped along the drying process
arpreciably as far as the playing pitch was
econcerned, though the outfleld was still wet.
There was & mere handful of people on the
ground when preparations were made for the
re-start,

In rather less than two hours cricket yes-
terday, Minor Counties, chiefly through a
brilliant opening paertnership by their cap-
tain, W. T. Cook, and the Hon. Remnent,
rap up the score of 169 for six wickets.

The Game Resumed.

Barnes (9) and the Lancashire reserve
wicket-keeper, Parrimend, continued the
Minor Counties innings at 11.46, the Tourjsts’
attack being shared by Quinn (pavilion end)
and Owen-Bmith,

A brace to leg by Farrimond off Quinn weas
the first scoring stroke this morning, but the
third ball of Owen-Smith's initial over proved
fatal to the Lancastrian, who made a8 tgme
attempt to hook the young bowler to leg and
simply skied the ball for Cameron to accept
an easj( chance at the wicket.

R. J. O. Meyer was now associated with
Barnes, who got Owen-8mith to the fine
Jeg boundary before a sharp shower drove the
players to the pavilion, Play had
for just four overs.

Fortunstely, the stoppage was of . brief
dur?zt‘ign and "8 resumption wag possible
at .

Dwen-Smith’s Fine Bowling.

Barnes made 8 number of excelleat strokos,
pbut with the total at 185 was well beaten by
MacMiilan, who had taken over from Quini.
The Tourists’ bowling was accurate this morn-
ing but W. L. Hazelton, the Buckinghamshire
amateur, who hnd joined Mayer, showed a
dlsposition to go for it, and nanow\l,{ esca]ped
peing stumped in jumping out to MachMlilan.

Both batsmen made usefll strokes, off both
Owen-Smith and MacMillan, but at 194,
Mayer, hitting out at MacMillan, was beadld-
fuily taken in the long fleld almost direcfl
behind the bowler by Dalton, who was field-
ing shbstitute of 1. J. 8Sledle.

Hazleton continued to drive well, and sent
up the double century off MacMillan, but the
innings closed one run later, Edmunds being
easily caught at slp off Owen-Smith. The
Minor Countles' venture had lasted slightly
over 2 hours and 40 minutes, which ind
that the rate of run-getting had eased off
coniiderably since memtermlnatlm of the
Cook-Remnant partnership

Owen-8Bmith came out With the impressive
bowling figures of six wickats for 38, easily
the best performance he has accomplished on
the present tour. MacMillan's three victims
were obtained at a cost of 33 runs apiece.

Barnes' Maiden Overs. .

That kﬁgro of mr:\ar;y ’iI‘eat.ai *Zomvg 'I\gjl&l;‘
opened the Tourlsts’ innings in
B‘.) Mitchell, the young 'I‘rnnnvn,ll&n.an‘m
and W. E. Hazleton sharing the attack. 3

Taylor was cautious in his attitude to
Stafiordshire man, and it remained for

oung pertner to open the scoring account
ywme cleverlyk wirn ngl met amateur bowler to
leg, each stroke counting two.

% hear that Siedle is slightly indisposed, but
may bat rather lower down than usual. He
{8, of course, one of the recognised opening
batsmen of the present touring side.

Barnes ned with a run three maidens,
and kept Taylor playing ver) warlly indeed,
but Mitche!l showed a keen disposition to get

suns o the other bowler.
The fourth over of the Btaffordshire man

ctual elded a run to Taylor, the outcome
: menleyo.!;2 less defensive stroke which sent ¢he
ball between point and cover, and the y
Mitchell faced the former England star.

Barnes' fifth over was also & malden, and
the sum total scored off the Staffordshire man
up to this stage was a solitary single. His
length was traditionally accurate.

Meyer was brought on vice Hasleton when a
dozen runs had been registered in 28 minutes,
but with the total unchanged Mitcheli was
bowled by Barnes. Lunch was then taken.

Meyer and Barnes coniinued the bowling on
the resumption. and Teylor was accompanied
to the wicket by O. MacMillan,

Two More Barnes Victims,
Barnes continued to command the gr
respect from both batsmen, and the deliv
of Meyer provided most of the rumns, '
MacMi'lan was Dot contend (o on - the
splice, huwever, and after he had driven an
over-pitched ball from the ameateur for 8, a

beautifully timed stroke, the same batsman ofl-
drove Barnes to the ralls moge runs than any
single over from-the BStaffordshire man had
yielded up to this stage.

Taylor was steady as & rock meantime, and
waited with quite monumental patience for the
right one to come along. It was not an un-.
reasonable attitude on his part either, for this
great batsman has yet to run Into his best
form, and thz bowling here could not have
been far short of the best the Tourists have
encountered so far. The flelding of the Minor
Counties, tco. was nc' appreciably below the
best standards. .

The attendan~¢ had increased to useful pro-
portions since lunch and tiiere would be 2,000
on the ground when play was reswned.

The tota} had only becn carried to 47 when
MacMillan provided Barnes with a nd
success, the Transvaal man playing back &nd
removing his own balls in an attempt to keep
out one of the Staflordshire man's real teasers.
MacMillan's lUittle knock had provided the
brightest feature of the Bouth African innings

80 far,

With Morkel joml.ni Taylor the half-cen-
tury was signalled inh?. m{nutu. but t.h:p natx-
comer wes soon on return fourney 0

éc.mm. misse

mvﬂlou He reached out to d
ball, and Purrimond whipped off the bails
ia & trics, ani bofore tho batsinan couid
regain his ground. It wes & very clever bit
of stumping oo the Lancashire man's part.

With three wickets down for 51, the Tourists
were not .co well placed hereabouts.

. All-Staffordshire Attack.

Lockett was now bowling vice Mayer, and
the crowd hed the spectacle of an all-3taf-
fordshire attack. Barnes beat the new bats-
man, Catterall, twice easly on, but missed the
stumps,

The power of Barnes was revealed in hig
bowling figures at this juncture, for his 18 overs
had yielded but 13 runs off the bat, and he
could lay claim to a trio of victims. Seven of
his overs were blanks, as far as the batsmen
were concerned. .

Both Taylor and Catterall treated him with
the utmost respect. but that was one of the
tit-bits of the Innings—to see two acknowledged
exponents of the art of batsmanship, attempting
to counter one who still ranks as one of the
world's great bowlers,

Arter hitting Lockett for six, Catterall
attempted to drive Barnes. but only succceded
in skying the ball over mid-on and Dobson,
running backwards, effected a magnificlent
catch. Barnes had now taken all the wicketa
that had falleri for a meagre 1T runs.

‘At 81 Taylor ‘was brilllantly caught at
long-on off Barnes. He had been at the crease
87 minutes for his 28.

Barnes continued to be the destructive factor
and Cameron was his sixth victim, the South
African wicket-keeper being easlly ‘taken by
N Siedle retired b b

edle re 111, and it is uncertain whethe
he will resume his {nnings. d

MINOR . COUNTIES.—First

W T Cooke b Owen-8mith ........ 45
Hon P F Remnant b Owen-Smith 62
E D Dynes ¢ Mitchell b MacMillan 7

H W Hodgson b Quinn ; 25
T. K Dobson b Owen-8mith se 1
Lockett b Owea-Smith . .. 8
Barnes b MacMillan .,.......... 17

RJ O Meyer o sub b Macrtiiem " 13

yer ¢ su M| ’e

‘,;VdEHuletﬂlnobout ....... lan 5
wards ¢ M'Millan b Owen-8mith 2
Extras cesareess 18

Total .

SOUTH AFRICANS.~—First' Innings.
H W Taylor ¢ Hodgson b Barnes .. 38
B° Mitchel) b Barmnes .......... 7
Q MacMillan hit wkt b Barnes .. 321
D P B Morkell st Farrimond b
BaMNes ....oiieiniiiennn, ver O
%%Mcilmemnoboboonm !:’BBB.mes o 11
. eran ¢ er ia
. I J Biedle retired § mmes H
ggc?ean%nr;’ochou&
. wen. not ot ceanvoan
Extras " ............ o nnas 1:';

Total (for 6 wickeis) ;’_l

- BOWLING - ANALYSIS.
Minor Counties.—First Innings,

Q. / ,
Moriel .,.. 8 .. 0 .., 20

0
Bell ......, 8 ., 0 .. 98 .. 0
Quinn ..., 12 .; 3 ,, 28 .. 1
*MacMillan . 18 .. 0 .. 68 .. 3
Owen-8mith 304.. 4 .. 38 .. ¢

FALL OF WICKETS.
Minor Counmties.~First Innings.
1 2 38 4 8 6 7 8 9 10

102 121 181 136 146 106 172 188 104 201

15
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MINOR COUNTIES MATCH
! ABANDONEDO

Prospect of 'Goo;l vFinish Ruined
| by Rain. -

&

W. T. COOK JUST

MISSES CENTURY.

An hour’s delay in the resumption of the game lessened the
Minor Counties’ chances of forcinga victory against the South

Africans at Stoke to-day.

- The Minor Counties advanced their -overnight’ second
innings total to 183 for six when the closure was applied, leaving
the tourists to get 246 to win, with about three hours in which

to bat.

The feature of the play was another fine innings by W. T.
Cook, the Surrey amateur, who only required “eight for his

century when dismissed.

Another heavy shower shortly after four o’clock caused the ’

inatch to t;e abandongd’.

\ g

o

o R

‘A MASTERLY  BATTING - DISPLAY.

(By “ OUTFIELD.”) -
'I‘WO heavy showers this morning p;event.ed
& resumption at the appointed time in
the Minor Counties v. the South Africans’
fixture at Stoke, and It was obvious @ vast
.improvement in, the overhead conditions
wiould be necessary if the match was to be
completed.
The clouds were heavy at 1 o'clock following
e brief spell of brightness, and when rain
began to fall
agaln 'the covers
were requisitioned.
The Minor
Counties finished
in a commanding
position when

to-day,

obvious that only &
superletive
efiort by the
Tourists can offér
them the remotest
chance of success.
- I. J. Biedle, one
of the South
Africans’ most
dependable  bats-
men, can take no
further part in the
match, and it i8 open to doubt if he will be
able to take his place in the first Test a¢
Edgbaston tc-morrow.

Apart from a useful stand by Deane and
Owen-8mith for the seventh wicket, the
remaining Tourist batsmen gave liitie trouble
last night, and when Meyer clean bowled
Quinn he just deprived Barmes of a
complete “ bag " for Biedle was unable, o=
tunately, to continue his innings.

Barnes's figures of elght for 41 represented a
magnificent piece of bowling, and ' gave
immense satisfaction to the erowd. The fleld-
ing of the Minar Counties, too, was lmpressive,
and Karrimond's wicket-Reeping cominanded

general admiration.

When the Counties' pide began their second
jnock at 8.40 o gic blunder saw the Hon.
P. P. Remnant run out, and on his way to the
pavilion before he had gecelved e ball, but
Cook found an excellent partner in the Bed-
fordshire amateur, B. D. Dynes, and the pair
werp together at the close, when the score of
the SBurrey batsman, who was sgain in punish-

moed, atood at 42,

termittent showers were the order this
morning and play had not besn degided on
up to 12.18,

: Game Resumed.

It was possible to make a start at 13.26 and
the overnight not-out Cook (42) and Dynes (15)
faced the bowling of Quinn and Bell. Dynes
glanced Bell's third delivery to the boundary
and Cook meted out similar punjshment to
Quinn, repeating the stroke in the same over
and reaching & meritorious half-century, the
product of 57 minutes’ batting.

Despite the handling of a wet ball, Beil
kept an exceient length this morning and had
the satisfaction of dismissing Dynes with the
total at 81, the Bedfordshire m.an playing across
@ deuverly which appeared to swing from leg,
and having his stumps sadly disturbed.
*The Cheshire amateur, H. W. Hodgson, joined
Cook who immediately afterwards had the

ood fortune to see a badl%-tlmed stroke to leg

all out of harm’s way. ‘The Mnor Oounties
skipper hit out frequeéntly and runs came 8t
®» fairly good rate.

With the totel nearing the centu.rg, Hodgson
should have been run ou', for when his captain
called for a really audacious single—the
scarcely travelled more than three yards from
the crease—Cnmeron had every chance
breaking the wicket before he got home, but
the South African 'keeper made & wild ghie and
missed the stumps.

Century Hoisted.

A lovely drive by Cook saw the century
ho'sted after the innings had lasted 88 minutes,
and the Surrey man had achieved the highest
individunl score of the mateh. In view of cheer-
less conditions it was not swprising to see &
meagre attendance thie morning. It was dis-
tinctly cold as well as cloudy. 2

The Cheshire representative, Hodgeon, never
really settied down, and with 108 on the board,
Bell beat and bowled him completely with
another leg swinger, &t which the batsmapn
piayed hopelessly late.

The Durham amateur, T. K. Dobson, now
joined Cook, and we had two left-handers at
the crease together. The overhead econditions
had 1mmproved considerably now apd prospects
of a full afternoon’s cricket were reasonably
bright. Cooi continued to attack the bowling
and was severe on Quinn, while Dobson clevesly
:umed hoth bowders to the leg boundary in

urn.

Owen-8mith relieved Bell just before the
luncheon interval, and MacMillap egme on vice

Strong Position.

The sun came out on the resumption, and
80 long as the clouds were merciful, every-
thi inted to ap  int ting, posal
excxlltgmgg afternoon's cﬁeketems Uﬂmﬁi}g
the anttendance was still meagre.

Quinn and Bell shared the attack on resum-
ing. and after Oook had passed the 80 mark,

4 0

Dobson made an uppish atrcke off Bell. the
ball travelling over cover-point’s head to
safety. o

Cook was also favoured when he lashed
out at Quin ., and Owen-8mith made a brave
but futile atirmpt to reach the ball. The
Minor Counties were now 200 runs on, and in
a well-nigh impregnable position.

I hear the South Africans will travel to
Birmingham a* the close of the match and
probably by road. .

When 150 was signalled the innings had
lasted exactly that number of minutes.

Cook Misses Century.
The batting was now of the risky nature that
the situation 'permitted, and with his score at
22 Dobson was missed by Cotterall in the logg
fleld off Bell, but that young bowler recelv
full cg?pen&mon t;wgm dunl:verla lxtdx'. when
Cook returned one v Jashion,
'rhosurrngxnan wo:lg“:wngg‘ot his
ceatury whea this misf 6 cameé his way,
m:mmmmwmmmmwnd

o, )
: Batting for 3hra. and 10min., the Minoe
Mnmmw 13 4's and revealsd 8
brilliant rep of atrokes, his driving being
particuldrly impressive. K *
erly stumped by Cameron
scored, and Dobson was easily
taken at the wicket :in hits! out at Quinn.
Lockett :.ode some good hits afterwards,
but the dsciaration came with the total at
183, .and the Bouth Africans were left with
rather less than three hours batting and
re%tgrlngoua runs to win.

1l bowled very well this morning.' and
came out with the best figures—four for 47.
Even' 8o sevesal chances were missed off the
tall Western Provinces .man. .
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MOt L.ieunneisenniens 201

b. Bel

Hodﬁu || 8
F Dobson ¢ Cameron b Quinn 38
Cameron

bBell..... 0
asesqsamscascess 18

Hazelton not ot ..vcevneeicncaes 2

Total (for 6 WKts) .,....183
Innings declared.
‘SOUTH AFRICANS.—First Innings.

B s meVE BOREE RS VEE

Catterall ¢ Dobson .b Barnes .. l%

Cameronl;: b Barnes.,
....... ceees 2

ed
Deane ¢ Meyer b Barnes .... 20
Owenﬂgnth b Bammes ...... 26

Bell not ouw.....
Extres

°
Aravesosoaecssasscoes 18

H
B
J
G
[e]
A
J

>Z@E-md o

84

: Total o..ccovnvcosasens 13D
SOUTH AFRICANS—Second Innings.
H W Taylor not out

H B Ca ¢ Farrim
Q MacMily

osreasersosasaconsce B

S Total (for 1 wit) ..., 40
- BOWLING ANALYSIS.
Minor Countles~—First Innings.

O, M. R. w.
Morkel ..., 8 .. 0 .. 20 .. 0
Bell' . o ‘5 .. 0 ., 38 ,. 0
Quinn 12 .. 3 .. 26 .. 1
MacMillan . 18 .. 0 .. 668 ., 8
Owen-8mith 204 .. 4 38 .. 6
bowled one wide.
Minor  Osuntles.~Second Innings,
0O, M. R, w.

Quijm 23 o g on 88 ap 1
el ...... i6 - 47 ., 4
Owen-8mith 8 .. 0 ., 83 ,, 0

orkel . o 4 w0 B .. 0
MecMillaw . T .. 0 .. 20 .., O

Boulh Africans.—First Innings.
Bagnes ., 83 ... il 41 .. 8
Hagleton 4 ..l .. 10 ,, O
Meyer ., 10.4.. 1 .. 30 .. 1
Lockett .. 43 .. 38 ., 24 .. 0
BEdwards . B .. 0 .. 16 .. 0
bowled twe no-balls and Lockett
one no-ball, )
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By ‘“THE CRITIC

The visit of the South Africans to Stoke
immediately prior to the first test match,
to meet an eleven of the Minor Counties
had aroused a good deal of interest .n
| North Staffordshire, and it was particularly
unfortunate that the weather broke down
at lunch time on Wednesday, steady rain
setting in and preventing any further
play that day. .
The South Africans paid the Minor

iy

Counties the compliment of playing almost |

their full test side, only two of the bowlers

being rested in Vincent and Osche. W.!

T. Cook, the Surrey left-hander, wag the
skipper, and Farrimond, Lancashire’s re-
serve wicket-keeper, was included.  Barnes
and Lockett represented Staffordshire.

.. A good wicket had been prepared but
it reteined just suflicient of the cffect of
last week's rains to enable the slow bowlers
to turn the ball sharply. That the pitch
played well was evidenced by the fact
that the ball never once rese more than
about the height of the stumps. Winning
the toss, W. T. Cook took the Hon. P.. 108
Remnant in with him to open the Counties’
innings, and a fine start they gave the
side. ~ Two right-hunded, fast-miedium bow-
"lers in Morkeland Bell opened the bowling,
and after a couple of overs at cach end the
batsmen began to score with great tluencey.
In Bell's third over Remnant scored eleven,
including two fine fours by something of
a surprise shot. Playing forward, he
caused one tu expect an off-drive, but by
supple wrist-work he cut the ball at the
half volley, sometimes square and some-
times  considerably  behind  point. By
this characteristic stroke, which had plenty
of power behind it, he got the majority of
his boundaries, and he scemed to Jind the
bowling of Bell particularly favourable
to the stroke. Quinn, a fast-medium left-
hander, with an in-swing, and McMillan,
a slow leg-break bowler, relieved * the
original pair, but while Quinn kept the
hatsmen fairly quict, MeMillan’s length
was shocking, and he might have been
punished even more reverely than he was.
As it was 28 were scored from him in five
ove The fifty had appeared in a shade
over half-an-hour, and the hundred was
reached with the two batsmen still to-
gether as the result of a little less than an
hour’s play. It was thoroughly entertain-
ing cricket, and neither baismen had
made a mistake, -t

Owen-Smith, another slow ]og-brou‘k
bowler, was pat on shortly before the hun-
dred was reached, and he brought about a
dramatic change in the game. He spins
the bell very well from leg, and mixes it
with a top-spinner, which cuts straight
through at an accelerated speed from the
pitch. At 102 he turned one sharply in
to the left-hander, got inside his stroke
and bowled him. With Dymnes in, . Bell
resumed bowling, but Remnant got 14 runs
from his sccond over. Twice he cut him
to the rails with his half-volley stroke,
and hooked a short one to the suare
boundury,  However,  Owen=Nimith  heat
hime with hix topespli at 121, He had
weored practically a pun o mluute, and hit
cleven fours,

A bad time ensued for the batting side,
for Dynes edged one up dn e klipn at. 181,
ol Dobsony the Durkam I|vl'|-hn|nlur.
who scored n centary for his county against
the West Indics last season, was bowled,
in much the same way as Cook, at 130,
Lockett had the misfortune to get on top
of a top-spinner and pull it into his wicket,
t0 that half the side were out for 146, and
Owen-Smith had taken four wickets for
15in 7.2 overs. 1odgeon, one of Cheshire's
best batsmen, was playing the slow howl-
ing exceedingly well, and he and Barnes
added 23 before Quinn, resuming in place
of McMillan, beat him with an in-swinger.
Lunch was then taken, and this proved
to be the end of the day's play.

THE GREATNEBS OF BARNES

The weather was kind on Thursday, and
o full day’s fascinating cricket was wetched
by a considerably larger crowd than on
Wednesduy.

The remainder of the Countics’ innings
was uneventful. Barnes played the slow
bowlers better than anyone else, but he
was howled at 183, and in all the four out-
standing wickets only added 32 puns.  The
two slow bowleps shared the wickets, and
Owen-Smith, who had a bhetter command o
length than MceMillen, came out with the
fine record of ¢ for 38, which is much the
best. performance he hag achioved during
the ftour.
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Wednesday’s rain was not sullicient to
seriously damage the pitch, which wag
not diflicult though, of course, it gave spin-
bowlers a chance. It was much regretted
that I. J. Siedle, who has been the must
successful batsman in the party was in-
disposed. He did not field, and instead
of opening the innings as usual, he went in
late, and soon retived. It was understood
later that he had left the ground to consult
a doctor. Ilis friends were naturally
anxious in view of the test match to-day.
Mitchell accompanied Taylor to the wicket
half-an-hour before lunch, and Barnes and
Hazlcton bowled, the former fiom the
station end with the wind behind him
Barnes was accuracy itself, and his spin
from leg several times heat the bat. He
bowled 5 overs for one run, and then in
his 6th over turned one beautifully from
leg to bowl Mitchell's off-stump. Lunch
was then taken with one wicket down for 12,

On resuming, Meyer shared . the bowling
with Barnes, and” McMillan lifted the
amateur over the rails at long on for six.
Taylor could do absolutely nothing with
Barnes except steal a short run on the
off-side fromm him every now and then, but
the score crept up to 47, when McMillan
was driven back by the craft of Barnes and
hit his wicket, the ball also hitting the
stumps.  Morke, a man with a big reach,
who is probably the best all-roundetr South
Africa posserr, went right out to Barnes,
was utterly beaten by the break, and was
jcleverly  stumped—-<cleverly  because the
ball came ‘awkwardly to Farrimond, and
not because Morkel did not give him plenty
of time. One rather short ball from
Barnes had been hooked for 4 by McMillan,
but he had bowled 13 overs for 12 runs and
3 wickcts,

Lockett had taken up the howling agninst
the wind, and was howling quite well, bhut
the batsmen covered up to his ofr-break,
and his quick one misrted the wicket rather
narrowly once or twice. Catterall opened
his vhoulders to a half-volley and got six
for an on-drive, but he tried the same
method with Barnes, with fatal results,
for he skied the hall to a gicat height over
wid-cn and Dobson running back brought
off a clever eateh.  Things still went badly
for the Afvieans, for after Taylor had got
woconple from nowpleh which attonded o

pressthle chiee tor Fasimond on e iy |

sides Teome Waenes, o deiven b well Tor
b b win tempted (o bk downinll, belng
enrlly canght in front of the slght sereen,
The extent to which Barnes had kvrl
thin great batsman in subjection may be
guthered from the faet that he had taken
ulmost an-hour-aud-three-quarters to score
25.  He had played the famous Stafyord-
shite bowler with great skill, but several
times he popped the ball up dangerously
near the ficldeis elose in, - Talf the wickets
were down for 81, all to the credit of Barnes,
end he non-plussed Cameron at 8%, the
ball turning so quickly from leg that the
batsman's attempt to smother it only
resulted in the ball glancing off the edge
fo Meyer in the gully.  After Siedle's re-
titenient. Deane and” Owen-Smith offered
rome  resistance. Lochett gave wayv o
Meyer, and Owen-Smith hooked a short
one square for six, whilst Deane was
favoured by Barnes with a ball just short.
of good length and got four for a similar
shot. The wicket added 34, and then
Deane gave Meyer another catch. He
turned to play the ball to leg and was
completely  non-plussed by  the  break.
Seventeen more having been added, Owen-
Smith played forward to Barnes to e
completely beaten and bowled by the
old England man’s quick leg-spin.  Barnes
had thus taken the first 8 wickets, and
with any luck he would have had the left-
hander, Quinn, for he was so nearly caught
at tine leg clore in that he thought he was
ouf, and was retirirg when he was called
back, and he got a lucky two for a snick
that was just out of reach of a slip flelder.
He was bowled by the fiist ball of Meyer's
next over, so that Barnes's figures were
8 for 41 in 32 overs. He had bowled
throughout the innings of thrce hours, and
had only delivered three balls of g length
to be hit. ‘Two rather short ones were
hooked to the boundary, and Taylor hag
one pitched a little 100 far up which he
drove along the carpet for four, 'Three
hitable balls in three hows’ bowling ¢
Practically all the rewaining runs scored
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from him were either snicks or sharply-
run singles on the off side. 1le dispenged
with a deep squate leg and had a silly point
late in the innings, and if this course had
been resorted to from the start nlore than
a dozen runs from him would have been
saved, and seversl xtrokes that were harm-

(less would have yielded wickets. As a:

piece of endurance and sustained accuracy
his feat was simply marvellous for a man
who has reached "his 53vd birthday, or,
indeed, for anyone. And his finger-spin
had the bist batsinen of South Africa help-
less.  Even for him it was wonderful.

With a lead of 62, the Counties had about
45 minutces’ batting before the close, and
though Cook called Remnant for & foolish
run off the first ball of the innings and
u good wicket was thrown away, the visitors
served up some poor howling, and the
Countics ]u{lv oft 120 runx on with ouly one
wleket down,  Hoth  Owen-Smith ~ amd
MeMillan bowled o wretehed length, and
Cook  had scored 42 when stumps were
drawn.

Minor Counties.—1st Innings

W. T. Coo b Owen-Smith ............ 45
Hon. P. F. Remmant b Owen-Bmith 62
E. . Dynes ¢ Mitehell b McMillan 7
H, W. Hodgson b Quinn .. .. 5
T. K. Dobson b Owen-Smith .

Lockett b Owen Simith .. ]
e b MeMITmN oo, 17
Fnvmond ¢ Cameron b Owen St 3
Wo B, Huzelton nol aut v,

vy B
o000 Meyer ¢ sub, b MeMillan .. 11
Edwards ¢ MeMillan I Owen-Smith 2

Extras e
Total voovveninnnnd 201
Znd innings
W T Cauk N0t QUL cevvvieerininninnnnns 42
Ton. P. F. Remnant run out ...... 0
L, D. Dynos not out

Extras

Total (1 wkt.) ...... 64
South Africans.—1st Innings

H. W, Taylor ¢ Hodgson b Barnes 28
B. Mitchell b Barnes .o.ooovvvvennnn., 7
Q. McMillan hit wkt b Barnes ... 21
D. P. Morkel st Farrimongd b Barnes 0
R. H, Catterall ¢ Dobson b Barnes 11
H. B. Cameron ¢ Meyer b Barnes ... 2

I. J. Siedle retired ill ............. 2
H. G. Deane ¢ Meyer b Barne 20
H. G, Owen-Smith b Barnes 26
N. A, Quinn b Meyey .. 4
A. J. Bell not out .. 0
INtray 18

Total covmsopimm 139

BOWLING ANALYSIS
«Minoy Counties.—1st Inns.

M. R W
Morkel ......... 0 20 0
Bell . i 0 3% 0
Quinn ... 2 26 1
McMillan 0 66 3
Owen-Smith 4 8 6

] ... 20.
Quinn bowled one wide
Bouth Africans.—1st Inns.

Barnes ... 2 1 a1 g
Hazelton e 4 1 10 o
Meyer 101 1 3
Lockett 12 3. 24 0
Edwards w50 168 0

Buarnes bowled two no-balls
and ‘Lockett one no-bal)
Umpires ; Field and Morton,
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SENT IN TO BAT.

Staffordshire Then
Score Freely.

FIRST WICKET STAND.

-Homer and Crump
Pass 50 Mark.

(By “OUTFIELD.”)
TETTENHALL, Monday.

It ‘'was unfortunate that Lincolnshire were
unable to field anything like their full strength
in this return Minor Counties engagement with
Btaflordshire, at the Tettenhall ground, Wol-
verhampton. to-day, for the home counLy were
able to place in the fleld what must be some-
thing alke Lheir most powerful side. .

The intercsting feature from Staffordshire’s
standpoint was, of course, the first appearance
in the side this season of Eidney Barnes, who
tumbled out the South Africans so uncere-
moniously at Stcke, when appearing for the
Minor Counties ten days or s0 &g0.

The frm r Englund playzr is ma.ntaining
his form in wonderful fashicn. and. thovgh I
have not the flgurcs at hand. 1 fancy he is
somewhere rouni tne top of the Central Lanca-
thire League bowling averages. At all events,
there is not much to rhoose between his record
and that of Aarom Locket! whn also made a
welcome rc-appear--~ce ir the side to-day.

Staffordshire’s Newcomer.

H. W. Homer returned, too, and a first trial
was glven to A Q. Wilkle, & Wolverhampton
youngster, who has balting possibilities.

Lincalnshire lacked the services of R. E.
Frearson, the Rev. H. Mack and C. A, Bash-
forth, each of whom had found other calls
more pressing than cricket.

The weather wus cool and threatening at the
pretty Tettenhall ground this morning, and
when the umpires came out at 11.40, they
were driven back to the pavillon by a sharp
shower before they had reached the pitch,

| Meanwhile Major Wilson had won the toss,
| and taken the bold courze of putting the home
county in to bat—a stratcgic move that was
dificult to understand, as the pitch appeared
to be quite firm. ',

It was posible to make a start at 11.80 and
H. W. Homer and L. H. Orump were the open-
ing Btaflordshire pair, the bowling being shared
by Wright (paviilon end), and Townell. who
hails from Gainsborough. Homer opened well
and got Wright to the boundary through the
covers in that bowler's second over. At times

! the ball came off the pitch sharply, and watch-
{fulness was demanded of the batemen.
| Wright eppealed for.lbw against Homer in his

fourth over, but the dcclsion was in the bats-

man’'s favour,
Slow Scoring.

Runs came slowly indeed, and twenty-five
minutes batting saw no more than 13 runs on
the board. Four or Wright's first five overs wese
‘naidens.

At length, Homer entertained the proceed-
ings by puiling a half volley from Townell to
the ralls, Crump steered his course very
steadily indeed, and half an hour's batting hag
brought him only four runs. Wright continued
Eo maintain a good length but Komer sent up
%0 with a late cut to the boundary off Wright.
At 29, Major Wilson took the ball irom Townell
but Staflordshires opening pair continued un-
disturbed. and Homer sent the score along with
%V rrﬂ;;gm"ty glide to the five leg boundary off

With the total 35. tre fa.* bowler—seven of
whose eleven over were maldens—was relieved
by Norma-. who bowis medium pace right
hand. When the Staffordshire innings had
lasted an hour the total was ont 40. and
Crump's individua' contribution was a modest
ﬂve: Homer fou-~d the boundary again of’
Major Wilson—a straight drive just wide of
the bowler.
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Fifty Up.

A piece of bad ficlding by Majar Wilson at
mid-off enabled Homer to send up the half-
century. the product of 65 minutes’ batting, and
of which the Old Hill batsman's share was 36.

It was a uselful beginning. despite the tedium
of Crump's display, and. of course. served to
show there was iittle wrong with the wicket—
certainly not enough to warrant the Lincoln-
shire skipper giving the home county first
knock. Perhaps, however, it was the presence
of Barnes that prompted Major Wilson's
decision.

The rate of run-getting improved after the
half-century had been passed, and Crump dis-
covered a brighter mood when he turned
Norman to le? for a couvnle. Hemer also got
the same bowler to the leg boundary. and that
batsman reached I‘s 50 shortly afterwards. out
of a total of 78. The innings had then lasted
80 minutes.

Hom.p continuel to make som: excellent
strokes, and after he had taken the maximum
toll from a Joose delivery, on the leg side by
Wilson, the Lincolnshire captaln gave way to
weight, and P. F. Loeffler came on for Norman.
In spitt of these changes, however, the bats-
men stayed together until the lunchec 3 interva).
when .tmc (ota! stood at 94. Homer being 62
not out.

AY
Homer Out,

When play was resumed, and with only a
single added, Homer fell to a catch in the slips
off Townell. The Old Hill :nan had revealed &
repertoire of strokes in his innings of 62. and
}}111 ten 4's in & & stay of one and three-quarter

ours.

Fitton now became mssoclated with Crump,
and Wright shared the bowling with Townell.
With the century just reached, however, the
West Bromwich Albion footballer was far too
late {h playing at one of Wright's svingers and
his bails were disturbed.

Barnes was accorded a reception by the
meagre ring of spectators on going out to join
Crump. who was now showing g1cater freedom.

The veteran's stay was a brief one, for, after
collecting a coupie of singles. he was taken at
the wicket in attempting to turn Wright to leg.
Three S.affordshire wickets were now down
for 108, and thé visiting bowlers had reason to
feel satisfied at thelr post lunch achievement,

Lockett was the incoming batsman and
bejan well by cutting Townell to the rails past
third man—a crisp stroke in the Oldham
professiondl's best style.

Rapid Scoring.

Inspired by the example of his partner,
Crump now went for the bowling and took
two 4's in one over from Townell—the firat
the outcome of a very pretty glide to fine leg.
Worman came on for Wright, but Lockett
drove him beautifully to the rails on the off-
side, sending up 160—the product of two and
a half hours' batting.

The free scoring burst continued, and
Crump reached his half-century with a pretty
cut off Major Wilson, who had relifeved
Townell. i

Reward came the way of the visitors'
skipper shortly afterwards, when he had
Lockett comforiably taken at slip. 1n a brief
knock, lasting only twenty-tive minutes, the
outgoing batsman hit elght 48 and had
advanced the home .county's tota lrom 108
to 174,

J. 8. Heath now joined Crump, who wsas
right on top of the rather listless howline at
this stage, and began well by off-driving Major
Wilson to the rails twice in an over.

STAFFORDSHIRE.~First Innings.
H W Homer ¢ Wright b Townell .. 62
L H Crump b Wilson ..... veessns B3
G A Fitton b Wpght ......00000s
Barnes ¢ Shaw b Wright ........ 2
Lockett ¢ Wright b Wilson ...... 39
J 8 Heath ¢ 8haw b Wright 5
A D Wilkie not out
A W 1kin not out

Extras ove anemie suei
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INNINGS WIN.

Great Bowling by
Barnes.

TWELVE FOR 59.

Lincolnshire Fail
Badly.

(By “OUTFIELD.”)

TETTENHALL, Tuesday.

It the Lincolnshire captain imagined there
was guile in the wicket here yesterday and
based his generasity towards the home County
on such 'belief, he erred—unmistakably. There
is anly a very small percentage of the gpecula~
tive element, if any at all, in & pitch that is
capable of producing 344 runs in s day at the
expense of only eight wicketa.

As a fact the wicket played beautifully all
through and I fancy Stafiordshire would have
touched the 350 mark comfortably had not the
closurr been applied when only one over had
been Lowled after the tes interval, for both the
not outs, A. D. Wilkle and A. W. lkin, were
seeing the ball well and there was still a useful
batsman to come in Roy Hollowood. to say
nothing of the wicket-keeper, Croes.

Incidentally, there was just a suggestion of
uncertainty as to whether the declaration could
be enforced so as not to infringe tho' M.C.C.
rule which sets out that in a two-days’ match
the closure may not be applied on the first day
later than an hour and 40 minutes before the
agreed time for drawing stumps.

It was 4.50 when the Staffordshire innings
was resumed after the tea break and when J.
8. Heath signalled to the batsmen to come in
before more than an over had bexn bowled,
Major Wilson, the visiting skipper, shook his
head and pointed to the clock. A brief consul-
tation put the matter right, however, and
Il‘én:olnshm opened their venture ten minutes

e,

In scoring 74 for the loss of two wiikets, it
may be sald that they did rather better than
- been expected, but they requirea 98 to
save the follow-on when the match was

resumed 3
Two Quick Wickets.

It was dull and still cold when Lincolnshire’s
not outs. Bearby (32) and Flatters (16), began
this morning against the Lowling of Barmes
and Boon, The fast bowler had the wind
behind him this time, and the pace of his first
two deliveries beat Flatters, though missing the
stumps, This third wicket nership came
to An unfortunate end. however. in §
second over, Bearby tuming a ball to the
viclnity of square leg and calling his partner
for an impossible run, Fitton returned the
ball emertly, and though Fiatters made 8
desperate attempt to get home, he was &
ghart when Cross whipped off the bails.

The newcomer, Worman, was splendidly
caught by Barnes off his own bowling, the
Btaffordshire man accepting a very hot return,
and four wickets were down for 76.

Bearby's first scoring sitroke to-day was &
shot to fine leg off Boon, good flelding by
f‘;&;w preventing the hit counting more than

All Qut!

Half the mde were thus out for 79, and Lin~
colnshire atill required 91 to save the follow-on.
But there was moce than a touch of venom in
the Btafordsnire bowling this morning. and
the visiting county.had no batsman capable of
removing the sting.

Af 84, Robinson was caught at point by Ikin,
off Barnes. winose tF10 of victims this mosning
had been obtained at a cost of no more than
ha%%dozen FUuRs. d with

e youngs Bearby provided Barnes
yet another “scalp,” and five wickets had
fallen this m for the addition of enly 13
runs. Wright did & Uitle “ mowlng” before
providing 0 with his fArst suceess this
morning, amd the Porthill pro came near
bowling the Lincolnshire captein Amt ball.

Shaw, the vislting astumper, oreated some-
thing of a sensation ?g drmg Barnes over
mld'-oﬂ and them to the ralls, and Ma(!or

Wilson twrned Boon to leg for thres.
skipper was taken at the wicket, however, af
97, and the venture closed at the same total,

19
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Barnes’ Impressive Figures,

Eigat Lincolnshire wickets had fallen to-day
for a paltcy 35 runs, and Barnes came out
with the impressive figures of seven for 41 for
the innings. His Agures for this mormng read:
10.3 overs, 4 maidens, 18 runs, 6 .

Boon bowled 10 overs this morning for & runs
and 8 w'~ket,

Lincolashire followed on of course, 173 runs
behind and began'their second venture at 12.26
There was pothing in the state of the wicket:
to account for the .visiting county's collapse,
byt Barn:s bowlc - in his best style, and the
lalrﬁ_f gmaumencouldnndnomtbodot dealing
w ;

T. E. Loefler and S8haw were Lincolnshire’s
opening pair this time, and Lockett shared the
attack with Barnes. Loefler had his wicket
wrecked with only ten on the board.

S8haw collected a handfu’ of risky shots,
principally off. Barnes, but was in amarzement
when, with the total at 18, Locket bowled him
round his legs

Slow Scoring.

Runs came very 81 wly, and wher Bearby and
Drockson threatened to stay. th: StaXordshire
captain brought on Boon for Lockett. Raoy
Hollowood was given his first chance with the
ball at 28, providing relief for Barnes, who had
bowled without a | ~vak to-day. but his initial
over brought ten runs to the batsmen

Lunch was taken with the toal 38 for two.

Brockgon provided Boon with his first victim
of the innings after lunch, when the cricket
proceeded on sedate lines. SBome resistance was
offercd by Searby and Flatters, and the half-
century was signalled without further loss.

The fourth wicket fell at 61, 8earb¥ playing
on"to Boon, who was hercabouts bowling very
we.

Worman was cleverly taken by Ikin at third
slip off Boon, and half Lincoinshire were out
for 71, Flatters who had batted with some reso-
lution. leaving five runs later, & fine delivery by
Boon beating him completely.

Barnes came on again at 89, relieving Lockett
who had bowled steadily for a Iong spell, and
{u)golrum Igter H. R. Bearby returned one to the

wier. N

Wright was bowled first ball, ani Major
Wilson prevented the * hat trick *

Barnes took 12 for 59 in the match Going
on again in Lincolnshire's second innings he
captured four wickets in 3.1 overs at a cost of
three runs. Those wickets were takerin seven
deliveries.

Staflordshire won by an innings and 78 runas.

STAFFORDSHIRE.~—First Innings,

H W Homer ¢ Wright b J'ownell
L H Crump b Wilson ..
G A Fitton b Wright ....
Barmes ¢ 8haw b Wright .,
Lockett ¢ Wright b Wilson .
J 8 Heath ¢ Bhaw b Wright
A D Wilkte not out ...
A W Ikin not ou* .
Extras e wee

Total (for 6 wkts) ......270
Innings declared.
R, Hollowood, B. P. Cross and Boon did not

LINCOLNSHIRE—First Innings.

J R Bearby b Barnes ...... e wii Ok
P E LoetHer c Cross b Boon ...... [}
W G Brockson lbw o Barnes ..., 17
R Flatters run out ......... ceees 18
P L Worman ¢ end b Barnes .... 2
J Robinson ¢ Ikin b Barnes ...... @
H R Scarby b Barnes ............ 1
G Bhaw not out .......co0000000 6
G H Wright b Boon .....ccc000¢ 3
Major ¢ Wilson b Barnes ........ 3
B Townell b Barnes .....ccoeeens 0
EXras ....acecoscaveossces 3
Total..iceesrennnrsonas 91

LINCOLNSHIRE—Second Innings,
T E Leefiler b Barmes ..ovcoavens. 3
G Shaw b Lockett .
J R 8earby b Boon

W G Brockson b Boon
R Flatters b Boon ...
P L Wormen ¢ Ikin b Boon
J Robinson not out ...... .

B’i‘owmﬂ“&mbm .
Bxires

%0s00ns00ne000GR0A0
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COUNTY CRICKET |

Staffordshire v. Lincolnshire

By ‘* THE CRITIC "

Staffordshire had a fairly strong side
to oppose Lincolnshire at Tettenhall on
Monday and Tuesday, Barnes being avail.
able for the firet time this season. A first
trial was given to A. D. Wilkie, a young
Woiverhampton bateman, who created so
favourable an impression that he is pretty
sure of further opportunities. Physically
well-equipped, with a fine reach, he soon
recovered from a slightly nervous start,
and played free and attractive cricket.
Lincolnshire, unfortunately, were short of
some of their best players, nmongst them,
R. E. Frearson, B. A. Bashforth, T. D.
Ro=s, W. A. Button, and the Rev. H. Mack.

Monday morning was ghowery, and a
scud of rain delayed the start a quarter
of an hour, But there was no weight of
rain to aftfect the pitch much, and in view
of the uncertainty of the weather it was
eomewhat surprising that on winning the
toss, Major Wilson called upoa Stafford-
shire to bat first. If the weather took up,
there was certainly the possibility that
the wicket would play more casily after the
first few hours, but the decision looked u
rather daring gumhle. As 2 matter of fact,
it was justiled to the extent that the
nitch wus playing more easily in the last
hour than when Staffordshire started their
innings, but the success of the Stafford-
tliire butsmen =howed that the bowlers got
little help from it at any time. Rcoring
was very slow before lunch, but the cau-
tion of the hatsmen gcemed to be rendered
necessary more by the strong cross wind
than from any difficulty in the pitch.
Wright, Lincoln's speediest bowler. made
the ball swing away a good deal in the
wind, and for a lqng time the bowling was
too wecurate for rapid scoring. Even so
the progress of Crump, who opened the
innings with Homer was excessively slow.
At the end of an hour he had scored only
five of the 35 ruus recorded, und in the
first 35 minutes he had only one scoring
stroke, a leg glide for three. lomer was
cautions, hut he occasionally flashed out
a brilliant stroke which generally vielded
four runs, on-drives, leg.glides, and cuts
being beautifully executed. The rate of
scoring improved a little bhefore lunch,
and the opening pair were still together
at the interval, with the total at 94, and
Homasr 62. wus told, though I did not
notice it, that he gave a chance in the
8lips, and he might have been stumped
4t 61, but the ball was too low for the
wicket keeper to have much chance. e
hit ten excellent fours. but jmmediately
after the resumption he played forward to
a swinging ball, and edged it up in the
glips. Fitton was not comfortable. and
was soon howled, and Barues was unlucky
in being caught on the leg side by the
wicket-keeper standing back in trying to
rlide a lew hall. Three wickets were down
for 108 but the partnership of Crump and
Lockett added 67 in 35 minutes. Lockett
was alert to punizh the hitable ball, and
soon hegan to register houndaries in rapid
suceession. And Crump, having maintained
a  defensive policy for two hours, was
stirred by Lockett’s example and opened
out in much freer style, hitting to leg
with good effect. Lockett fell to a slip
cateh at 175, and at 196 Crump was
howled trying to drive one of Major
Wilson's swingers. He had been at the
wicker three hours, und giver no chanee,
ciwe more proving himself o  highly
scrviceible opening batsman. Loeckett got
all his runs, but seven hy boundary hits,
und played the pame required by  the
situation.,  The Captain carried on the
siume policy,. and hud just scored n couple
of wpurkling houuduries off successive balls
when he went forward to one that was o
thought too short, snicked it s it
away, and was out to a great cateh by
the wicket-keeper. who, standing well back,
threw himself full length to take it on the
off side. Six wickets were then down for
212, but the visiting howlers met with no
further success, for Wilkie and Tkin set
about the howling in fine style. and added
58 in jurt over half an hour hefore the
tea Interval.

Aw nodecluration on the first day st
hoomde wt feast an home nond 40 minuten
hefore the thne for deawlog stumps, only
one over wan howled ufter tea hefore the
closure wad applied, giving the visiting
county an hour and a-half at the wicket
before the close. The weather had im
proved, and even Barnes could get little
out of the pitch with the result that
Lincolushire pnut up a stout resistance, and
qid quite well to lose only two wickets for
74,

AwWung |

Brilliant Bowling by Barnos and Boon

I the ubwenee of raln dueing Monday
nlulllll‘ the piteh appenved  rather  fuster
on Tuesday, and the strong wind having
nhited one expected Lineoln at least to
make o hold ¢lort to suve, the follow-on,
for which purpe~e ouly 97 runs were ro.
quired with cight wickets stunding.  The
wicket certainly did not weight the seales
in fuvour of the howler. But events proved
that the somewhat depleted Lincoln side
was not equal to the task of withstanding
the Staffordshire howling. Indeed, the
quality of the bowling was such that better
teams would probably have been subdued.

When the game was resumed in geninl
weather, Buarnes and Boon shuared the
bowling, and an immediate blunder in
running. which threw away the wicket of
Flatters without any addition to the score,
started a complete breakdown of the
Lincoln batting, which no one could check.
Worman went forwaurd to Barnes, and gave
the howler a low catch. and Barnes, after
keeping Johin Nearbv cautiously watching
for leg-spin, turned one a shade the other
way at a quicker pace to howl his oft-
stump. He had maintained a stubborn
defence, altogether for an hour and 50

minutes. Robinson could not keep one
from Barnes out of the hands of Ikin
close in ut point, and H. Scarby was

beaten by a ler break. Then Roon, who
had had no luck, sent back Wright with
a very fast ball of perfect length, and
Barnes_pot the other two wickets guickly.
In an liour and three minutes during the
morning the great bhowler had delivered
10.3 overs for 15 runs and six wickets,
and Boon hidd rent down 10 overs for eight
runs and one wicket, With ordinary Inck
e would have had hetter figures, for
Cross failed to hold o cateh from J. Senrby
oft his howling, and he certainly hit Major
Wilson's wicket, the bail heing dislodeed
from the rroove without falling. The
Umpire replaced the hail, hut after con-
sultation hetween the Umnpires, the hats-
man was given not out as neither had seen
the ball hit the wicket.

Lincoln followed on, 173 hehind, and
Barnes and Lockett onened the howling
againet Shaw and Loeffler. With 10 scored:
Loeffler. after being caught off a no-hall.
was utterly heaten by *“the Barnes hall,”
and though Shaw got two fours hy luckily
eduing Barnes throuch and over the slips,
only 18 had heen revistered when Tockett
whipped one bhack to howl the Lincoln
stumner, who did not attempt to play it.
In spite of the two fluky fours mentioned
Barnes bowled 11 overs for 15 ruus, and

Locliett egent down nine overa far four
rung  hefore thev were respectively re-
lieved. Baon took the pluce of Loclkott,
and Roy Holloweodl howled at Barnes's
end. At lunch the score was 356 for two
wickeln,

T thinik Boon howled as well
in

After laneh
a9 he has ever done for Rtaffordshire.
pace was terrific, and though there waw
not much life in the nitch and the ball
rarely ot up sufficientiv to he awkward,
lie tosk the next four wickets hitting the

«tumna three times. whilst many balls
flanhed past that could not have heen
W pgrent way from the off stump. Hollo-

wonrl conld get nothine out of the pitch,
ol Loskett resnmed withont gnecess. hut

with the  total  at ) for rix wickets
Worned eame ot penin to finish off the
innines in dramatie fashion, e howled
ane ovee for poeingle and then. having

loosened his arm he rent down » thrilling
nver, Tho firet hall was fatnl to II. fearby,
who could not keen it down. and cave
the hawler a rather wide eateh, which he
el pfter knockine it wn with  the
Yeft hand.  Tha sevt hall torned from
Terr 40 heat Wreicht's aftemnted Arive nud
ahatter the wisrket, The nectt
the three. fnirlyv fizz~1 from the leg. com-
“atel heat Madar Wilson. and misked the
tan of the middla <*nmn hv the frastion
~f an inch Ko the “NIiat trick" was mirsed
bv rlreer had luck. Then two ceravny
sinizles came 01 the lez side ne‘ther o
“he mididle of the at and the Iast hall of
th~ aver was a renetition of Maior Wil
<nn'e firat, everent that it hit the tan of the
~ff.etumn. Threa wicketa in the aver.
Rahinenn gervivad an over fram T.ookett
whn relieved Baon and the firet hall of

Aarnea’a nart avar had Townell walkine
Aant ta meaept i+ heotan T tha enin. and
Four wickets in geven

easily stumped.
T UV

Thie seneational climax. gave Barnes an
anplirajg nf Bvna wickets far 18 wiang (ip.
alndine eirht fram two finlps) Aléncether
o tank 19 wicketd far 5@ hint on Toesday
he hed 11 wirkets for 33 o marvellous
record on ruch a piteh.

the bheat of*

Tin~oln were henton hv anq innines and o

78 runa tha canpnd ainela jn~inga victorv
~¢ QteFardshire over their old opponents
thig season.
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Staffordshire —1st Innines

H. W. Ilomer ¢ Wrielhit h Townell ... €2

T.. H. Crumn h Wilson

G. A. Fitton b Wright .

Rarnes ¢ Shaw h Wright.

A. Lockett ¢ Wright h Wileon |

J. K. Heath ¢ Shaw b Wright .

A. D. Wilkie not out

A. W. Ikin not ocur . .
Extras

Total (inne. closed)

Lincolnshire.—1st Innings
J. R. Searby b Barnes
. E. Loeffler ¢ Cross_ b Boon
W. d. Brockson lbw b Barnes
. Flatters run out

T, L. Worman ¢ and b Burma 2
J. Pobinson ¢ lkin b Barnes 6
H. R. Searby b Buarnes .. 1
C. Shaw nc. out ... 6
G. H., Wright b Boon .. 3
Major ¢ Wilson ¢ Crose b Burnes 3
Townell b Barnes . ... .0
Fxtras 3

o Potal s 97

Liincs.--2nd Innings

J. R. Searby b Boon .13
P. E. Loeffiler b Barnes . .2
W. G. Brockson b Boon .15
. Flatters b Boon ... .18
T. L. Worman ¢ Ikin ) Boon 5
J. Robinson mnot out ... ... 8
I, It Nearby ¢ and b Barnes 11
C. Rhaw b Loclhett .14
o N Weleht b Bareng 0
Mujor ¢ Wilkon h Burnew . S
Townell wt Cross b liarnes i 4
Extras 7

Total ... — 95

BOWLING ANALYSIS

Staffordshire.—1xt Inns.
0. M R W. 0. M,
Wright .. 20 12 80 3 ..
Townell ,,, 22 7 87 1
Wilkon ., 20
Wormun ,, 1o
lLocller |, 2 1 U 0

Lincolnshlve.~-1st Inna,

2nd Tnnluges,

Burnes . 26,310 41 7 131 6 18
Boon ... 20 9 41 2 g 4 24
Lockett ... 7 212 0 17 9 21
Hollowovod,, — — — — 8 1 25
—_——

2nd Innings.
. . W

Cmaw



GOOD DAY FOR BOWLERS
AT PORTHILL.

144

e ——

Staffordshire Dismissed for
| Runs. "

CHESHIRE - HELD BY BARNES.

e 3

point had claimed five for 25.

Batting first against Cheshire, at Porthill to-day Stafford-
shire were dismissed for 144 runs, but the wicket favoured the
bowlers, and the score was probably a better one than it read.

A. W. Ikin was in good form, and in a capital innings he
scored 38 not out. He received excellent help fram A. Smith,
the Great Chell player who was making his first appearance thh
the County side, and who contributed a. useful 20. C

Dutton bowled skilfully to secure five Staffordshiré wickets
for 22 runs. Cheshire found runs very difficult to obtain, and
with 76 on the board had lost seven wickets. Barnes at this

PP

DUTTON’S FINE

PORTHILL. Monday.

Hoth the Btaffordshire and Cheshire teams,
which me, under the auspices of the Minor
Counties competition at Porthill to-day, had
sustained defeat but once this season, and,
curicusly enough, their ‘conquercrs were Lan-
IL in each instance.

Bince that happened, however, each has
shown considerably improved form and. while
the home county have taken full measure of
Lincolnshire on two occasions, and raised them-
selves to equal third position in the competi-
tion, Ch displayed surprisingly good
form on their northern tour last week in effect-
ing & draw with Northumberland, and extract-
ing the maximum points from Durham at SBouth
:!‘aniﬁleﬁ, by the impressive margin of eight

““n_all the circumstances, however, prospects
of a keen contest on the ground of the Porthill
Park Club to-day and to-morrow were reason-

ebly good.
Team Changes.

Owingltgahouas,yn and, other calls, there were
three c. es in the Btaffordshire team from
that which overcame Lincolnshire at Tetten-
ball. H. W. Homer, E. P. Oross, and A. D.
Wilkis were absentees, and their places were
filled bg.E. Perry, the West Bromwich Dart-
mouth in

taman, who made two afpeamnm
the county ranks last season and did well, G.

B. Green, the Bilverdale wicket-keeper, and A.
Bmith, of Great Chell.

Cheshire had three changes from the side
which defeated Durham, prominent. abseltees
including R. P, Pisk, who has been Yatting
well this season, and Q. W. Tiplady.

J. B, qu won the toss, and elected to
bat, the home z opening the innings with
L. H. Crump and G. A. Pitton, the atlack
being by Dennis and Wilson, the last-
named operating from the pavilion end.

Early Bowling Succesa.
An early success came the way of the
vyisiting county, for, with the last very of
his inital over Wison broke the
defence of Crump, when the Burslem man had
collected but & single.
The bowling commsnded respect, and 26
minutes’ batting saw no more than 8 dozen
runs recorded. When Fitton off“drove Wilson
for & brace it was the first scoring stroke of
note for a long time, but the Staffordshire
left-hander improved on that and sent the
next deliv clean to the ropes all along tihe
t and the firat four of the match.
" There was & fair ring of spectatoss this
morning, with the prospect of plenty coming in
this afternoon, 30 much had the overhead con-
ditions improved.
Barnes was fnearly caught at int off
Dennis, the ball passing just wide of Dutton's

PERFORMANCE.

outstretched right arm, and when H. W. Hoda-
son picked up and returned, it went to the
boundary for a 4 overthrow. Next ball, how-
ever, the same batsman turned

sweetly to the fine boundary, With the
total at 25, Barnes left—clean bowled by
Dennis.

i kett now joined Fitton, who continued
watchful, and opened with a brace to leg off
Wilson, who eppeared to be turning the ball
appreciably on the soft turf, It was not 8

pretty shot and, had square leg been standing
deeper, he would have an easy catch,

Crisp Fielding.

The Cheshire ground flelding was crisp and
T.'W. Jeflerson, at mid-off, twice distinguished
himself by stopping red-hot drives. » Thirty
was signalled nrter the Staffordshite innings
had lasted 60 minutes, but Lockett hclired
matters by getting Dennis é)remly to fine leg,
the stroke gaining four, and the same number
of byes saw the advent of 40, ¢

Dennis made one raucous appeal for obstruc-
tion against Lockett, but the ruling was in the
batsman's favour. With the total at 43 Dennis
was rested in favour of L. N Jones, who, in
his second over provided Lockett with another
four to send up the haif-century. The next
delivery, however, proved fatal to the Qldham
professional, who was adjudged Lb.w. when
attempting to turn the new bowler “ round the
corner.” Lockett looked very surprised at the
decision. .

Joined by his captain, Fitton launched out
at Jones and was nearly caught by Crookes,
standing close in £t point. The ball was
travelling at & terrific pace, however, and it
wom% hadve been a magauficent catch if Crookes
had held it.

Heath began well getting Joned to the I
boundary, but lost Fitton at 87, the Wes
Bromwich man failing to keep out a shooter
from Wilson, who bowled 8o well that his first
15 overs yielded but 1% runs to the batting
side. Fitton wad at the crease just over 80
minutes for his contribution of 20, but it was
an eminently useful inning3 in the circum-

BLANCEs.

A, W. Tkin was now associated with Heath,
and, though opening warily, took early oppor-
tunity of punching .8 short one from Jones
to the leg boundary. After bowling 17 overs,
the last five of whicn were maldens, Wilson
geve place to R. M. Dutton, who bhowls
medium pace left arm, while came
vack vice Jones.

Boundary Hits.

Dennis's first two deliveries pitched short and
leath put them to the leg boundary. very
sturdily, following up by cutting the same
sowler to the rails and sending up 80.

With the score unchanged, however, the
staffordshire captaln was- caught at slip, a
uelivery from Dutton cocking up and passing,

‘pparently ofl Heath's glove to the direction ot
ccond slip, where L. N. Jones accepted quite
« spectacular catch. Perry, also, fell a vioiim
o Dutton before lunch, and ‘six wickets were
‘own for 84. :

With the wicket al] in the favour of the
owlers, there was every prospect of some excit-
ag crickel this afternoon.

Smith's Good Stroke.
On the resumption, A. 8mith, the Great Chell
luyer, who was making his first appearance
ith the county, accompanied Ikin to the crease
nd runs came f{reely for a spell. H. W. H -
wan and Wilson bowled. Ikin made some excel-
cnt shots all round the wicket, and 8mith got
Wilson past onm to the boundary—one of Ehc
Jrettiest strokes of the innings.
The century was hosted after two hours and
ien mintites’ batting. The breezy spell con-
iinuing, Wilson came in for a lot of punish-
nent and had conceded more runs since lunch
than he did in his long ~ffort this morning.
When Jones came on for Hodwson. S8mit
ulled him to leg for fo r vigorously, and Ikin
xecuted a shot in the same over.
-6iX runs were added in 20 minutes, and

sequel was that Wilson was taken off in
vour of tton.
Ikin was severe on.the new bowler, but i

was Dutton who brought this merry partner-
ship to & close, Bmith g bowled in having
“a go" at the wrony gne. Forty-six runs had
been added for the seventh wicket in just
under the half-hour.

It was the right policy hereabouts to get
runs or get out, and Roy Hollowood followed
the example set by Ikin and sent Dutton to
the lo on boundary. He fell, however, in
attempt {0 Uift one from Janes out of the
field, and made way for Green, who was taken
in the slips. Boon falled to score, and the
venture closed at 144, Ikin t,akm? out his bat
éor 38—a capital knock which included four
owrs. .

Dutton came out with the excellent figures
of five wickets for 32 runs.

A Cheap Wicket.

H. W. Homer and Nutter opcned the Cheshire
innings at 3.18 to the bowling of Barnes
(pavillon end) and Boon. Nutter off-drove
Barnes to the boundary in that bowlér’s second
over, but was out lLb.w, three deliveries later,
the first wicket faling with seven rums on the

board.

Eyre began well by cutting Boon to the rails,
and when arnes delivered a no-ball to Hodg-
son, the Chesiure captain lifted it in the direc-
tion of the square leg boundary. whdre Fitton
was posted. It was a fairly easy -catch, but
it w;a dropped. In any case, it did not matter

uch. g
FnR.m:m came freely off Boon, An&'d{odnon
drove the Porthill pro. beautifully tfitough the
covers once for four, 30 being sigrlled after
16 minutes' batting. |

Another no-ball by’ Barnes was pulled for
three by Hodgson, Fitton preventing the stroke
counting more by a characteristic sprint along
the boundary and a amart retLrn. .,

Lockett came on vice Boon at 37, and the
Cheshire captain drove his first deuverf ast
mid-on and to the boundary—a beautiful shot.
He did not repeat the stroke, however, for
Lockett's Afth ball completely beat the bat
and knocked back Hodgson's off stump, the
second wicket falling at 31.

Barnes claimed three more wickets cheaply
and half the side was out for 36. Jones hit
Lockett out of the fleld for six, and helped to
;::lrlry the thal to 69 before the next wicket

Bo tar Barnes has taken five wickets for 35.
STAFFOBDSHIBE&FII‘I! Innings.

Lockett lbw b Jones ....... wesae 16
J 8 Heath ¢ Jones b Dutton .... 20
E c Eyre b Dutton ........ 4
AW notout .............. 38
A 8mith b Dutton ..........., a2

R Hollowood ¢ Hodgson b Jone*j»":: ]

G B Qreen ¢ Dennis b Dutton /... 1
Boon ¢ Jones b Dutton ...... sesa, 0
EXtras . ...ivieviiiinanan P )
Total .vvviiviinnin.. 144
CHESHIRE.—First Innings. .
H W Hodgson b Lockett ...... vees 18

Nutter lbw b Barnes
H Eyre lbw b Barnes
J A Fallows b Barnes
Wilson not out ................04

T W Jeflerson ¢ Heath b Barnes',. 0

L N Jones st Green b Barnes .... 16
SR Cronke run out ..........00000 0
8 H M Bpearing not out ..... voo 8

Total (for 7 wkts)) ..... ‘ng

BOWLING ANALYSIS.
Btaffordshire.~First Innings.

O. M. R. w,
Dennis ,. 12 ,. ¢ .. 36 .. 1
Wilson .. 23 .. 10 .. 33 2
Dutton .. 68.. 1 .. 22 8
Hodgson .. 4 .. 1 .. 7 0
L N Jones 12 0 41 . 2

21
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VICTORY WITHIN REACH OF
STAFFORDSHIRE.

e
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Cheshire Likely'
Rain, -

é
%

to be Saveci by

SENSATIONAL BOWLING FEATS.

(By "op'mmn.")
PORTHILL, Tuesday.
APART from a spasm of mild
barracking, levelled at Crump and

Fitton, Staffordshire’s opening palr,
there was lttle incident in the closing
stages of the play'last night, which saw
the home County finish up 80 runs on
with nine wickets to fall—a very strong
position from which to start operations
to-day.
,  When play was resumed this morning Crump
fell to the first ball sent down. He attempted
& leg shot off Dennis, who bowled at the
pavilion end, but merely cocked the ball up
and Orooke, who was fielding close up, threw
himself at'it and captured it as it fell.

There was a further change in the batting
order, presumably with the laudable idea of
getting runs quickly and the Chell represen-
tative, 8mith, came in first wicket down. Un-
happlly for Cheshire, Jefferson was .standing
rather too deep at third man to accept a
chance which 8mith offered from the first ball
he received, or another good wicket would
have been obtained.

8till, further success was not long denied
the visiting bowlers, for, with 15 runs added,
B8mith, who had quickly reached double figures
—and included in his strokes a very pretty cut
past point off' Dennis—was bowled by Wilson.
The Macclesfield bowler had 8o far sent down
12 overs for but four runs and a wicket.

Lockett fell into Dennis’ leg trap before he
had scored, providing Crooke with an easy
chance, and the fourth wicket fell at b4,
Btaflordshire being 97 runs on. /

Ikin batted freely again this morning, on &
pitch that appeared to be giving the bowlers
every possible assistance, but Wilson’s off-
break hambogzled him, when his score stood at
168, and half Staff, ‘s men were disposed

of for 58, ;
Four wickets had gone down this morning for
the &ddjin of 19 runs. o

Perry started confidently, but it was Heath
who made. the best étroke of the morning—a
,powerful drive between mid-off and cover,
which sped to the boundary all along the carpet
The Staffordshire captain also turned the same
bowler prettily to leg for & brace, but narrowly
escaped being bowled in Wilson's next over.

One of Wilson’s Best.

It did not matter much any way, and Dennis
knocked back his off stick with the total at
66, and Barnes joined Perry, who left four runs
later, beaten to the world by ‘one of Wilson's
best. Barnes provided Dennis with angther leg
trap success, and the end was in 8ight,

_The Bilverdale wicket-keeper, Gireen, got
Dennis to the rails, but fell to the next delivery,
Fallowse accepting an easy chance at mid-off.

When Holowood glided Wilson to fine leg for
three they were useful runs, and Boon went
ane better by putting the same bowler to the
‘rails, but it was only posbézoning the inevitable,

and the venture closed at 83, leaving Cheshire
mgeb 127 to win the match—not an casy task
under these conditions.

Nine Btaffordshire wickets had gone this
morning in Afty minutes for 46 runs—quite a
sensational collapse, even allowing fop- the
vagaries of the pitch.

Dennis  came out with the impreasive
figures of six for 88—he claimed all his
victims this morning for 28 only—and Wilson
came out with three for 15. Prior to his last
over the last-named bowler's figures were:
Fifteen overs, nine maidens, eight runs, three
wickets.

Every credit must be accorded the Cheshire
howlers for the power of thelr attack this
morning, but there was some dreadfully limp
batting on the part of some of the home
county's representatives. and several were out
to wretched strokes.

Cheshire began thelr second ‘nnings at 12.10
with H. W. Hodgson and Nutter facing the
bowling of Barmes and Boon. A three to

Hodgson off Barnes' firat over was typical of
that air of confidence whica the Cheshire
captain exudes, but Nutter was almost taken,
in the gully two deliveries later,

Early Success.

Boon bowled to four slips and a third man
standing very deep, just in front of the pavilion.
With the first ball of his second over the
Porthill professional had Nutter well beaten
and bowled, the first wicket falling with four
runs on the board,

Eyre joined his captain and early glided
Boon in the direction of the fine leg boun-
dary, a neat plece of flelding by Crump pre-
venting the stroke counting more than one.
Off the next ball, however, Hodgson trled a
similar shot, and though the same fleldsman
tried hard to retrieve the ball, hg just failed,
and It counted four,

At 17 Boon was rested in favour of Lockett,

and Hodgson tuwrned the new bowler's initial
delivery, & no-ball, for two, sending up 20 by
driving to the ralls tie third in the over,
again a no-ball,
' “@heshire were certainly making a bid for it,
and when Eyre smote one of Lockett's worst
for six, a full-tlooded drive, 30 uppeared on
the board.

Both batsmen faced up well to fsarm;af tut
could not get him away, and that oowler's first
seven overs ylelded seven runs to the katting
side.

When the second wicket had put on 27
the Cheshire captain was dismissed by Lockett,
as in the first {nnings, Crump readily accept~
inz a chance at short-leg and helping to bring
to an end what threatened to be a stubbcrn
grinership.
p’I‘he Stogkport batsman, Fallows, failed to
stay, providing Lockett with another easg
victim, and three wickets werc down for Sr
when Wilspn the' batting strong man hO1
Cheshire’s st innings, joined Eyre. This
time, however, he was not destined to provide
the steadying infiuence, and Lockett sadly dis-
turbed his stumps when he attempted & forc-
ing shot te the off, the fourth wicket falling
at 37: ’ =
Ikin, close in at point, spapped up Eyr
wrygrlx]etr;\at patsman essayed a defensive stngg
against Barnes, half the visiting side wlth
out for 37, and the side appeared to be W
dshire.
St.?gohl; fell smartly about one o’clock, but plle
continued and- L. N. Jones, who was mt)l
essociated with Jefferson, turned Barnes neal thi
to the leg boundary, taking two also off
next delivery through the medium of a similar

stroke.
Lockett’s Fine Figures.
Lockett was proving the man of the hour,
and, when he bowled Jefferson, Cheshire had
only four wickets standing and 78 still required

A Bmith b Dutton ..... s G 5 AL
R Hollowood ¢ Hodgson b Jones .. 7
G B Green ¢ Dennis b Dutton ..., 1
Boon c Jones b Dutton .......... 0
Total .elieviniiencen. 144
STAFFORDSHIRE.—Second T
L]

18

10

Lockett ¢ Crooke b Dennis 0
J 8 Heath b Dennis . 7
E Perry b Wilsonp ........ 4
Barnes ¢ Crcoke b Dennis 0
R Hollowoad ¢ Jefferson b Dennis 8

G B Green.c Fallows b Dennis ..
Boon not OUb ....eeeveeeeenneo.. 4
. Bxtras

Total .vevnuiiiineaeenn.. 83
CHESHIRE.—First Innings.
H W Hodgson b Lockett ....... oo 18
Nutter lbw b Barnes .. . b
H Eyre lbw b Barnes .. .10
J A Fallows b Barnes . . 3
Wi eon b Lockett . 33
T W Jefferson ¢ Heath b Barnes .. 0
L N Jones st Green b Barnes ...,-18
A'8 Crooke run out .......... <. 0
8 M H Spearing ¢ Crump b
Hollowood © ........... seseses B
R M Dutton not out .... . 8
Dennis ¢ Heath b Barnes 1

Total

CHESHIRE.—Second Innings,
H W Hodgson ¢ Crump b Lockett 14

Nutter b Boon ......... 00000000 1
H Eyre ¢ Ikin b Barnes .......... 16
J A Fallows b Lockett ...... 2
Wilson b Lockett ............ 3
T W Jeflerson b Lockett ........ 4
L N Jones lbw b Locket! ]
A R Crooke not out ... 0
8 M _H Spearing b Lockett .. 4
Total (for 8 wkts) ...... 54
Lunch.
. BOWLING ANALYSIS,
) Staffordshire.—First Innings.
O. M. R. w.
Dennis .. 12 ., 4 35 .. 1
Wilson .. 22 ..10 .. 33 . 2
Dutton .. 685.. 1 .. 22 .. 5
Hodgson .. 4 .. 1 .. 17 ., o
L N Jones 12 .. 0 41 .. 2
Staffordshire—Second Innings,
Dennis . 133.. 4 .38 .. 8
Wilson .17 .. 09 .15 ,, 8
L NJones.. 6 .. 1 .. 8 ,. 1
R M Dutton 2 .. 0 .. 8 ,. 0
Cheshire.~First Innings,
Barnes .. 181.,. 6 ,, 40 ., 6
Boon .... 3 .. 0 .. 14 ,. 0
Lookett [ D Y | R |
Hollowood 6 .. 4 .. 3 .. 1

FALL OF WICKETS.
Staffordshire.~Firat Innings.
2 3 4 5 (] 7 8 8 10
2 b1 67 80 84 128 143 144 144
Staffordshire—Second Innings.

3 3.4 83 6 7T 8 9 10
37 62 84 56 68 70 0 4 8

Cheshire.~First Innings, }
2 3 4 6 6 7T 8 8 10

83 36 36 b9 00 83 100 101
Cheshire.~Second Innings,
2 3 ¢ B 6 7T 8

33 37 31 4 80 B4

for vi tm'z' A run later L. N. Jones was clearly
l?g.w. ct,o e Oldham professional’ who at this
stage had taken 8 wickets for 18.

Spi was bowled at 84, providing Lockett
with gixth victim, oand {unch was taken
et that juncture.

Iittle Hope of Resumption.

The rain Swhich began to fall just before
lunch, developed into & steady downpour after-
wards, and at four o'clock there setmed to be
little hope of any further play. ° .

It was unfortunste, as the home county had
vic well within thelr grasp, and the
probability 18 that ten more minutes at the
crease would have seen the match brought to
8 conclusion.

Up to the time when play ceased, Lockett had
taken alx wickets for 22 runs. He nuxed his
deliveries verv cunningly this morning, and was
well night Guplayable.

BTAFFORDSHIRL.~Firat Innings,

H Crump b WHBOD i..cuvooonneos 1
G A Pitton b Wilson .......... 30

J B Heath Ec JoxgesDanu%mn 0oee 20
B ¢ Eyre utton ... .00.. 4
Amno‘c OUt ...vvnisseae.. 38

22




“Staffordshire v. Cheshire

- CHEAP WICKETS AT PORTHILL

Staffordshire’s Cruel Luck

By “THE CRITIC”

Cheshire paid their usual visit to Port-
hill on Monday and Tuesday {for the
first of the annual encounters with their
neighbours and old rivals, In the loug
run of contests between these counties
Staffordshire show considerable su-
periority, but there have been times, par-
ticularly since the war, when Cheshile
have not only held their own, but have
had the satisfaction of inflicting de-
cisive defeats upon Staffordshire, They
share with their neighbours the difh-
culty of keeping anyt‘fling like a rewre-
sentative side together, and for this
match they had to make several changes,
following a successful tour in the North.
The team is this season captained by
H. W. Hodgson, who has been a bats-
man of clasg for a good many years, but
has not been able to spare the time for
much county cricket. It is well for the
cheese county that he was free to under-
take the duties of skipper, just at the
moment that W. E, Jones found himsel{
obliged to relinquish the captaincy ow-
ing to the claims of his profession,

Staffordshire pursued the cominend-
able policy of trying out young players
of apparent promise, and included dor
the first time Arthur Smith, one of
Great Chell’s band of sterling youths, of
whomn I remember forecasting county
honours two years ago. Monday's wicket
wag not an easy one, though never ex-
ceptionally difficult, and Smith gave a
captivating display of free, forceful
cricket until allowing his eagerness too
much rein, he picked the wrong one to
drive and was bowled. His batting is
of the stamp to delight really diserimi-
nating spectators, for he has eominand
of many beautiful strokes. Experience
should bring the power to check rash
impetuosity, and if he can learn to uze
his rich repertoire of strokes wiln just
that judgment which will avoid lashing
out at the ball which really demands
respect, he will be a welcome and valu-
abla member of the county side, more
cspecially as he is a flelder of distine-
tion. Following upon the pleasing debut
of the young Wolverhampton batsman,
A. D. Wilkie, in th2 preceding match,
the form of young Smith serves to prove
that there is young talent in the county
which augurs well for the future,

Stanley Heath tovk first innings on win-
ning the toss, but Staffordshire’s start
against the bowling of Deunis and Wil-
son was not a good one, for Crump wus
bowled by a ball which he tried to turn
to leg, and which apparently turned
enough to beat his stroke and hit the
leg stump. This with only five runs
scored.  Barnes wag given four for an
overthrow, and got a choice glide to the
boundary, but was quitz beaten by Den-
nis at 25. Fitton pursued his imper-
turbable way, but with Lockett livening
things up the left-handcr followed sult
by driving Wilson for 2 and 4. Jlowever,
at 51 Lockett stepped in to play a
straight one to leg and paid the pa2nalty,
and six later a shooter got under Fit-
on's barn-door. The Staffordsnire gkip-
per batted really well, and hit Dennis
for three fours in one over, but a kick-
ing ball went off his glove into the
slips at 80, whilst Perry, after one lovely
off-drive, gave an easy catch to third
man in {rying to repeat the stroke for
the next ball, and six wickets were down
for 84 at lunch. ’

The best partnership of the innings
wag that of lkin and Smith immediately
after lunch. Prior to the interval Ikin
seemed very uncomfostable, probably

| through exaggerated caution in trying

not to get out before lunch. Afterwards
he plaved his natural game, and with
Smith playing the most attractive cricket
44 yuns were added in 25 minutcs, Dut-
ton, a left-arm medium-pace bowler, who
secmed to “straighten them out” a little,
made short work of the later batsmen,
and a total of 144 seemed just a fair
score in the circumstances. Ikin batted
an hour and ten minutes, but made
most of his runs in the 40 minutes after

| lunch, when he put power behind his

strokes and didn’t louk like getting out.
As one expected, the bowling of
Barnes proved the factor which gave
Staffordshire a useful lead on the first
innings. For a time, after the applica-
tion of the roller, the wicket played
easily, but when_ thig had worn off.
Barnes and also Lockett made the ball

turn a good deal, though the pace was
never difficult. Hodgson played confi-
| dently until Lockett bowled him with

a beautiful break-back, and then wicket
after wicket fell to Barnes. Nutter and
Eyre were both trapped, after struggling
with his leg-break, by balls that cut
straight through or came back slightly
the other way, and Fallows was bowled
by that inimitable leg-break. Jefferson
tried to hit, but cocked the ball up to
mid-off, and though L, N. Jones, as
usual, made some good hits, including a
six to square leg off Lockett, he jumpéd
in to Barnes to be stumped off the
wicket-keeper's pads. Wilson alone
Elaye(] the bowling well, and even he

ad his escapes when facing Barnes,
both from balls that had him beaten and
narrowly missed the wicket and others
that he could not keep down but were
just out of the reach of the circle of
fielders clustered round him, He was
favoured by a couple of over-pitched
balls from Barnes in one over, and drove
thern both hard and low to the rails.

Eventually Lockett turned one in to him
to come back on to the wicket off his
pads. Roy Hollowood had a spell of
bhowling, and was so accurate that only
3 runs were scored in six overs, whilst
Crump snapped up a quick catch eclosz
in at fine leg. DBoon had opened the
bowling with Barnes, but the wicket was
too slow for him, and he was soon re-
lieved.

With a lead of 43 Staffordshire had 55
minutes’ batting before the close, and
Fitton and Crump, being instructed to
avoid the loss of wickets if possible,
evoked some sarcasm from the spceta-
tors by their passive 1method. After
much banter, during which a spectator
perpetrated a pun which caused_much
merriment by shouting “Now. Fitton,
have a fit an' hit one,” the Westbrom-
wich plodder responded by attempting
a drive and was caught at the wicket.
When stumps were drawn at the cloze
of an interesting day's play, Stafford-
shire were 80 runs ahead with one second
innings wicket down. |

On Tuesday. with victory within their
grasp, Staffordshire were robbed of the
full points-by the intervention of rain,
when another 10 minutes would, in all
human probability, have sufficed to
enable themn to conmplete a decisive wi
Before  lunch  Staffordshire o
wickets for 46 runs, hut the niteh was
so difficult that it was long odds against
Cheshire being able to score the 127
i runs they required for victory. and in
l'an hour and 20 minutes they lost eight
"wickets for 54, They were then still 73
behind, with only two tale-end batsmen
to go in, and an over or two would
almost certainly have accounted for
them. In fact, the visitors were some-
what fortunate to stay in as long as they
did, for Barnes. though handicapysd by
injureq fingers, repeatedly had the
batsien beaten, and could do every-
thing but hit the wicket. Hodgson should
also have been caught ofi him before
scoring from a sharp chance to Boon in

he slips,

As a result of the rain, Stafiz. had to
take first innings puints only. Their
percentage is, therefore, 65, whereas iI
they had had the few minutes necded
| to secure the other t') wickets, the per-
centage would have tcen T5. It seenr
eruel  luck that their championship
chances should be serivusly dameazed in
this way © by loss of percentage 1n
matches which ave virtually won. And
vet it iz the experience of Staffordshire
kepson after season, .

There was mare life in the wicket on
Tuesdiy morning, and the hall nipping
quicker from the pitch, batsmen were
always in difficulties, When the game
was resumed Crump fel] at short leg
from the first baﬁ sent down, and
though Smith made a couple of excel
lent boundary strokes on the off from
Dennis, Wilson bowled both him and
Ikin with good balls, In each case the
ball was an in-swinger, with off-spin to
help it past the bat. Perry afterwards
succumbed to a similar ball, ang both
Lockett and Barnes were out without
scoring to poor strokes, which gave for-
ward short leg easy catches. Dennis
turned onz in an inch or two to knock
the Captain’s off-stump out of the

fast bowler.

wickets. During this time Dennis had
six wickets for 28. Wilson's first 16
overs, including 10 delivered overnight,
yielded only eight runs and three
wickets, but seven were scored from hig
last over.

The ball did not “fizz”’ ofi the pitch
with quite such devil after the use of
the heavy roller, but it was quite diffi-
cult enough}é make Cheshire's task
against suc gu\ﬂers as Barnes®and

ground, and Hollowood and Green were ‘
caught on the offside trying to drive the |
It was a procession, and |
50 minutes sufficed for the fall of nine!

Lockett, even tnougn only 127 were re-
quired, an exacting one. Boon bowled
a few overs with Barnes at the start,
and shattered Nutter's wicket with only
four runs scored, but it was essentially

a wicket for spin bowlers, and he soon’

gave way to Lockett. Aaron bowled a
coupba of mno-balls in his first over,
which were hit by Hodgson for two and
four, and in his next over Eyre lifted
hinmi out of the ground for six. But he

soon got his run settled, and found his.

length, and his off-spin had man after
man beaten, Hodgson turned him into
the hands of short leg, and with his
departure Cheshire’s chance evaporated.
From Lockett’s first two overs 13 runs
were scored, his remaining seven overs
produced nine runs and six wickets.
And all the time Barnes was bowling
without a shade of luck, getting clean
past the batsman many times without
hitting the wicket, but he was bowling
under difficulty owing to an injury to
his fingers, and had not quite his usual
vim or certainty of length.

Rain had been falling lightly a few
minutes before lunch was taken with
eight Cheshire wickets down for 54, and
a soaking afterncon prevented any
further play.

The Staffordshire fielding reached
quite a good standard, and it should be
added that Green kept the wicket
smartly throughout.

Scores and analysis:—

Staffordshire.—1st Inns.

G, A. Fitton b Wilson 20
L. H. Crumip b Wilson . .1
Barnes b Denmnig . ..o .9
Lockett 1bw b Jones ..... . 16
S, Heath ¢ Jones b Dutton ...... 20
W. Ikin not out ..ol .3

8

. Perry e Eyre b Dutton 4
Smith b Dutton  .oveeiiiiiiiiiiinen 22

R, Hollowood ¢ Hodgson b Jones 7
1

0

6

PrEe>

G, B, Green ¢ Dennis b Dutton ...
Boon ¢ Jones b Dutton i
Extras

Total
2nd innings

G. A. Fitton ¢ Spearing b Jones ... 4
L. H. Crump c¢ Crooke b Dennis ... 15

Barnes ¢ Crooke b Dennis 0
A. Lockett ¢ Crooke b Dennis . 0
J. 8. Heath b Dennis . 7
A. W. Ikin b Wilson 8
E. Perry b Wilson
A. Smith b Wilsen
R. Hollowood c Jefierson b Dennis 5
G. B. Grecn ¢ Fallows b Dennis ... 4
Boon 10t 0Ub v it
1 DUVt R ——————
Total coovevviiiinnnn 83
Cheshire.—1st Inns,
H. W. Hodgeon b Lockett ............ 18
Nutter lbw b Barnes v 15
H. Eyre lbw b Barnes . 10
J. A. Fallows b Barnes . 3

Wilson b Lockett ................ .
T. W. Jefferson ¢ Heath b Barnes 0
L. N, Jones st Green b Barnes ... 16

A. . Crooke run out .....cocovvennen.

S, M. H. Spearing ¢ Crump b
Hollowood
R. M. Dutton not out ....
Dennis ¢ Heath b Barnes
Extres

2nd Innings

H. W, Hodgson ¢ Crump b Lockett 14
Nutter b Boon .coocovivviiinniiinninnnins
H. Eyre ¢ Ikin b Barneg
J. A. Fallows b Lockett
Wilson b Lockett ...........
T. W. Jefferson b Lockett ..
L. N. Jones lbw b Lockett
A. R, Crooke not out ............
S. M. H. Spearing b Lockett .
BXUYAE oo o

Total (for 8 wkts.) ...... 54

BOWLING ANALYSIS
Staffs.—1st Inns,

. R. wW.
Dennis 35 1
Wilson 33 2
Dutton 22 5
Jones 41 2
Hodgson ...... 4 1 17T 0

2nd Inns.

0. M. W.

Dennig  ..oovvus 133 4 28 6
Wilson 17 9 15 3
Dutton 2 0 8 0
Jones 6 1 8 1

Cheshire.—1st Inns,

O. M. R. W

Barnes &0 6
Boon ... 14 0
Lockett ... 40 2
Hollowood 6 -4 3 1
R. W.

Barnes 21 1
Boon 10 1
Lockett 22 6

R. M. Dutton and Dennis did not bat.

Total ..oovvevinnnnns 101 |
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CLUB AND LEAGUE
CRICKET |

North Staffordshire and District
League |

STONE AGAIN LOSE WITH
HONQUR

Chell as Runners-Up

By “ THE CRITIC"

The weather was scarcely ideal for
cricket in North Staffordshire last Satur-
day. but cricketers had reason for satis-
faction that therve was no interference by
rain. A heavy thunderstorm in'the very
early morniiug euced the rainfall which
hag brought a welcome termination to
the long drought, but the sky was over.
cast a]l day, and more rain reemed
likely at any time. Howver, it did not
come, and cricket was played on softer
wickets than for many weeks, and with a
chilly wind blowing.  If the cold was
uncomfortable {for fielders, perhaps it
furnished a ~ usefu! excuse for some
dropped catches. Anyway, a cricket ball
coming at any speed is a fearsome object
when %mnds are blue with cold.

All the matches were finished. The
three bottom-most clubs suffereq further
“glings and arvows.,” and five of the
first six swelled their ppints' aggregates
by more epoils.  Burslem, the dual con-
querors of the Champions, tripped at
Norton, and so lost their place as run-
ners-up to Great Chell.  The season has
thus far yielded no more pleasing feature
than the «consistently good all-round
form of this skilful team of young
players, who have bLeen honoured this
week by the inclusion of Arthur Smith,
along with their professional and
coach, A, W. Ikin, in the County XI.
Tne success of Longton is almost equally
gratifying, and is, to me at least, one of
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8tanley Welsh, Great Cheil's promising
young bowler

the surpriseg of the season. They have
lost fewer matches than any other team
except the two at the top of the table,
and gained ancther creditable win on
Saturday. The otlier surprise hag been
the failure of Crewe, who gave another
poor display at Bignall End, and have
quite fuiled to maintain the revival of
which their smart win over Porthill
scemed to give some promise. Stone
must be accountcd unfortunate to lose
both points after putting tegether a geore
of 175 at Nantwich—a fine performanc? |
by the Champions. |

Table of results to date:—
P, !

W. L. D. Pts,
Nantwich ... ... ... 9 2 2 20
Great Chell . 7 2 4 18
Burslem 8 4 1 17
Porthiil... .. 8 4 1 17
Longton 6 3 4 16
Norton ... . 6 4 3 15
Leck... ... ... 7 6 0 14
Silverdale ... ... 4 6 3 11
Bignall Engd ... ... 4 7 2 10
Crewe Alex, ... ... 3 8 2 8
Stone s v v s 3 9 1 7
Knypersley ... ... o 10 3 3

Nantwich Bowlers Punlished
It was an excellent achievment by the
Stone batsmen to put up a total of 175
at Nantwich. Lee was the principal con.

batting was fairly even. with scores of
26 by Frank Ravenscroft, 22 by E, C.
Fernie, and 25 by P. R, Sheppard. Lee
hus scored 372 runs so far for Stone, and
in spite of being twice run out when
well set, averages 28.61. His consis-
tency is shown by his scores in the 13
matches, which are as follows:—17, 41,
7. 36, 50, 48, 26, 17, 21, 12, 24, 6, 67.

T, W. Maybury touk four of the Stone
wickets, but they cost him 61 runs.
Facin~ theiy stiff task, Nantwich batted
like a championship side, and ran out

innings of 85, Maybury played good

cricket in scoring 44, and T. W, Steven-

ton helped materially with 33.
In-and-Out Burei'em

After their great win over the Cham-
pions, Burslem failed at Norton owing
to indifferent and timid batting. The
made a bad stert, and never recovered,
Leing all out for 160. Both Reynolds
and Higging had spells of good bowling
for Norton, ang then Meyer went
through the tail end, taking the last four
wickets for 7 runs. As his previous
spell had debited him with only four, he
came out with a record of four for 11
Norton vplodded slowly to victory by
three wickets, I. Waterfall (26) and J.
Bishop (40) putting them in clover by
adding 46 for the second wicket. Tay-
lor stuck to the task of trying to pull the
game round, and took ve wickets
for 24.

At Toneton, Lesk cel'apsed before Alf.
Smith, who bowleq very cleverly totake
eight wickets for 30. Arthur Ryder (22)
made his usual effort to pave the way
for Leek’s younger batsmen, but no one
responded, and the whole side was out
for 70. One misses the names of Marry
Ellerton, who hag captaineq Leek for so
long, aud his son from the Moorland
team in recent weeks, and 1 understand
this is due to differences in respect of
an incident on the field of p}uy_ If that
is the ecase, it scems a  pity, and one
would like to hear that the trouble had
been pleasantly enged,

Longton won the match by four
wickets, and went on to 103 for eight,
Harold Brassington being top scorer
with 20. A, L, Kild's left-arm bowling
claimed seven Longton wickets for 58,

Che!l ang Porthill Progressing
Great Chell at home got the betier of
Silverdale by 39 runs, and advanced to
second place. I have been expecting a
big score from Arthur Ikin, for he has
not been as prolific this season as usual.
I thought someone would probably be
catching it one of these days, and hav-
ing punished the Silverdale bowling to
the tune of 70 in an hour and 20 minutes.
Ikin is quite likely to proceed to level-up
some previpus failures by taking toll of
other teams. Apart from the profes-
sional, there was cven scoring by the
Chell batsmen, and a total of 177 was
reached, When Silverdale batted, Joe

JAnkers dominated the scene. A Inis-

take in the field which let him off before
he had scored might have cost Chell very
dearly, for he played a great innings of
87, scoring at the rate of a run a minute,
and, if he could have found anyons to
hold up at the other end, might easily
have won the mateh.  But no one could
do it, and the total only reached 138,
Stanley Welch having the fine analysis
of five for 21, and hitting the wicket
every time.

Porthill, for a change, secured a hand.
sounte victory on their own ground by
nine wickets after losing the toss, Whe-
ther expert treatment or the refreshing
rain during the week, or both, had had
a good effect on the wicket, I don't
know, but I learnt that it was good
encugh for anyone, and playeq truly

and evenly throughout, By-the bye,
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tributor with a very sound 67, but the!

winners by six wickets, F, W. Slight
came into his own with a fine not out'

have been_mmrmea that there was never
any question of the county fixture with
Cheshire being removed from Porthill.
It is, therefore, perhaps as well to point
ou¢ that I have never stated that there
was any such question. A fortnight
ago I gave the facts bearing upon the
stite of the wicket during this season's
drou;ht, and suggested that in view of
these facts the committee of the County
Club would probably think it desirable
to satisfy themselves of its fitnesg before
playing county cricket on it. I under.
stand that is’ precisely whag the com.
mittee did, by obtaining expert advice,

:
jand am glad they found no occasion for |

altering the venue of the fixture,

Knypersley were the visitors to Port.
hill, and they were dismisseq for 133,
Boon having” five early wickets for 47,
Porthill kuocked the runs off for the loss
of the wicket of A, A, Bickerton, who
hit a brilliant 57, "W, I, Fitehford wag |
sl,m_'vr in scoring 39 not out, ang Noel
\;Inlu Was not out witl) a quickly-scoreq

The Alexandra gave a weak exhibition
of bLatting at Bignall Enod. Douglas
White began the rout of the Crewe men
In‘v tuking two wickets for no runs, and
K, J. Dale afterwards bowled with effect,
the whale side being bundled out for 52
without one of the eleven reaching
double figures. Dale had 5 wickets for
22. The home side won by 8 wickets,
ad scored 141 for 6 before stwmps were
drawn (E, Downing 54, W. Beech 40).

Aldridge v, Lichfield 1st X1,

Th‘ls match was played at Aldridge
on Saturday, resulting in a victory for
Lichfield. The scores were :—

Aldridge.—~H, Walton b Brown 8, H.
Baker b Brown 11, W. Groves b Mann 19,
A. Bell b Brown 0, W. Stone ¢ and b
Brown 6, R. Clare ¢ Knight b Brown 0,
I:‘. Myring run out 3, J. Bird b Slater 0,
8. Whitehouse not out 9, B. Emery b
Mann 9, R. Aston b Mann 0, extras 16;
total, 81,

Lichfield.—Capt. Howard b Baker 23,
W. Plant lbw 1 Myring 40, J, Brown c¢
Groves b Bird 27, D, Parker b Baker 17,
G, Ellett b Bird 0, W, Munn ¢ Groves b
Baker 3, G, Knight ¢ and b Walton 0,
E. Standley not out 11, F. Oram b Baker
3, F. Rudgard ¢ Aston b Baker 2, A
-;gzzater ¢ Stone b Baker 5, extrag 1; total,

Walsall’s Homge Defeat

After their brilliant win against
Mitchells & Butlers, at Cape Hi]slr, thse
previous faturday, Waulsal] Were ex-
pected by their supporters to prove too
good for Westhromwicl Dartmouth at
home, on Sawurday. The Saddlers woe-
fully failed, howeéver, and were casily
Leaten on a pitch that was lifeless.
There was no sting in the Walsall bowl-
ing, and Dartmouth hit up 163 for the
loss of five wickets (Kitton 72 not out),
when they declared. Walsall made a
good start and Ashwell and Hewson put
on 40 between them. None of the other
players reached double figures, however,
and the whole side were dismisseqd for 73
Tate taking 5 wickets for 37 runs, ’

Walsall Seconds had very hard lines at
Sandwell Park against  Dartmouth
Seconds. They scored 117, G. Hemming
being top scorer with 30, When Dart.
mouth’s last man went in they needed
16 to win, and when they had scored
these the last wicket fell. It was then
found that a “wid="" bowled by a visiting
player had not been accounted for, sg
th2 home team won by one run. Hem-
ming did well ip bowling as well as
batting, and had 5 wickets for A,

Blymhill v. Apley Park

_ Played on the ground of the former on
Saturday, the home team winning by 15
1uns,  Scores :—

Apley Park.—G, Evans b Hu hes 10,
E. Mapp b Hughes 23, F. (':n%ning b
Harper 12, N, Sharpe lbw b Altree 11,
W. Mapp b Altree 1, A. C. Clarke b
Altree 1, J, Tomlinson e W. Smith b
Altree 0, E. Ewens b Altree 1, B, Syner b
Altree 0, H, Shepherd not out 0, 8. Coles
b Altree 0, leg-bye 1; tota) 60.

Blymhil.—W. R. Smith e Sharpe b
“vans 9, 8. Smith ¢ Sharpe b Evans 0,
W. Lawson ¢ Clarke b Evans 8, N. May-
I.nu‘i b Evans 1, H. Harper ¢ Tomlinson
l)’ Canning 9, A. Hughes b B, Mapp 37,
F. Alltiee b Sharpe 0, F. Averil] ¢ Ewens
l\) Sharpe 2, W, H. Price o Evang b
Sharpe 7, S, Medlicott lbw b Sharpe 2,
L. Pace not out 0y total, 75.
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STAFFORDSHIRE DISMISSED
FOR 80 RUNS.

Routed by éheshire’s Fast
Bowler.

-

HOME COUNTY’S STRONG POSITION.

Staffordshire made a disastrous opening to their return

" match with Cheshire, on the.Boughton Hall ground, Chester,
to-day, being dismissed for 80 runs.

The rout of the visitors was brought about chiefly by Dennis,

who did so well in the Porthill match, and was again in deadly

form.

He claimed five wickets for 27 runs.

A. Smith, the Great Chell player, relieved Staffordshire’s
failure somewhat with a confident display, scoring 32 not out. '

Cheshire were soon in a strong position, thanks to bright
batting by H. W. Hodgson, their captain.

A. SMITH’S CONFIDENT DISPLAY.

Chester, Wednesday,

Cheshire and StafTordshire met in their
return Minor Countles tixture on the prettily
situated Boughton Hall ground, to-day.
glorious sunshine, and the heat was scarce
fempered by a breeze. There was particular
interest in the match, in view of last week's
meeting of the teams at Porthill. A bowler's
match was then brought to & summary con-
clusian by rain just when the home county
appeared to have full points wel]l within thelr

TOSD.
¥ Unfortunately, the opening day of the return
fixture clashed with , Chester Regatts, and
other out-door a't @ 'tions which were down for
decision in the Caihedral city. There was &
late change in the Staflordshire team, A, 8mith,
the Great Chell batsman, coming in vice R. 8.
A. Hardy, while Cheshire included W. E, Jones,
of Boughton Hall, and J. L. White, of Bootle,
' in place of 8. M. H. 8pearing and Nutter,

Staffordshire Win the Toss.
On what appeared to be a batsman’'s wicket,
J. B. Heath performed useful service by winning

the toss, and the visiting county opened with
H. W. Homer and G. A. Fitton, Dennls and
Wilson sharing the Cheshire attack.

Dennls howled at a useful pace this morning.
and had an early victim in Fitton. who played
8 Bwinging delivery on to his pads, and then
on o the stumps.

When this happened there were only helf-a-
dozen runs on the board, four of which were
the product of a pretty leg glide by ,Homer.
Dennis, who was swinging from leg, dis-
llpguiske(l himself in the Porthill match, and
to-day he needed carcful watching, Wilson main
tained a steady length. Barnes came in first
wicket down, and opened with a brace of
Dennis.

With only a dozen on the board the Castle-
ton Moor professional was given out caught
at the wicket, thus providing vennis with 8
second 8uceess.

Apparently there was something in the
wicket, tor Dennis made the ball jump fre-
quently, and Homer had his fingers smartly
rapped by a rising delivery. Lockett took early
opportunity of punishing an over-pitched ball
from Dennis to the leg boundary. Twenty-five
minutes’ batting saw 16 runs on thic board.

Visiting County’s Bad Time.

Unfortunately, the old Bignall End man was
unable to supply a steadying influence and
with only flve to his name he was bowled by
Wilson-—17-~—-38-~b5.

Worse was to follow, apd Heath, who filled
the vacency, wes smartly taken behind the
germps before he had opened his account. Once
-0 Lennis was the successful powss and it
appeared that resolute batsmanship would be
demanded in order to deal with the Cheshire
gps ed merzhant's swingers,

Four wickets were down for 18 when Ikin

{olned Homer, who could do little mote then

defend and wait for the loose deliveries, which
were precious few. The Old Hill bataman had
good fortune on his side when he snicked
Wilson inches wide and first slip, and shortly
afterwards experienced an uncomfortable over
from Dennis. The fact that fifty minutes at
the crease brought only half that number of
runs to the batting side was eloquent tribute to
the quality of Cheshire's attack.

Half the Side Out.

When Homer was taken in the slips, with
the total still 28, half the visiting side had
one. Ikin left with the figures unchanged.

he Chell batsman played a delivery from
Wilson hard on to his foot, whence it returned,
to strike the bottom of the stumps—26—6—4.

With 8mith and Pe together a slight
improvement was effected, and what was only
the second four of the innings was obtained
when the South Staffordshir: representative
turned Wilson to the square leg boundary,
although 1 do not imagine the bhatsman was
entirely responsible for its direction.

This was quite a breezy iit.le partnership
and 40 runs were signalled without further
loss. It ended, however, with the total at 44
when Perry had his leg stump uprooted by
Denms.

Smith's Confldent Batting.

With wickets falling with such frequency,
however, it was rather surprising when Dennis
was taken off in favour of Dutton, for he had
maintained his pace and length for a long
spell in the oppressive heat. Smith batted
with marked contidence again to-day. and was
always ready and eager when the right ball
camé along. He took a four and a three from
one over by Wilson, both well placed shots,
and found a steady partner in Ellerker.

The Cheshire ground tielding was again Keen
to-day, and Dutton distingshed himself by
stopping & hard cut towards point by 8mith.
Seventy was signalled after 100 minutes’ bat-
ting, and L. N. Jones came on for Wilson at
this juncture. Smith continued to play his
part nobly, but lost Ellerker at 77 Lb.w. to the
new powler. It was the most productive stand
in the Staffordshire inmngs.

Cross provided L. N. Jones with another
yictim. and when Boon was howled at 80, the
ventdre ended, Bmith carrying his bat for 32
—apr eminently useful contribution. The in-
nings had lasted five minutes short of two

hours, and was Btaffordshire's lowest of the
§eA8HM.
Tne Cheshire bowling had been keen

threughout, snd gained consldersble help (rom
the flery nature of the pitch. Dennis came out
witls the splendid figures flve for 27. Wilson
had two for 31, and L. N. Jones two for 8.
Lanceh was taken at the close of the Staferd-
shire innings. and, on the resumption, the
Cheshire captain, H. W. Eodgson, took W. E.
Jones out to face the attack of Barnes and
Ellerker. the Jast-named operating from the

pavilion end. Singles were the order for a
spell, but Hodgson broke it by pulling a short
one from Barnes to leg for 3. .

Jones attempted a risky shot off the same
bowler a couple of deliveries later. and the
ba.l flew over slip's head for a single.

There was quitc a useful ring of spectators
this afternoon, and they applauded Jones when
he straight-drove Barnes almost to the boun-
dary—another stroke that counted threr. It
1s a matter for comment that the first four
overs Barnes sent down yiclded no fewer than
17 runs to the batting slide.

Meanwhile, neither Hodgson nor Jones could
make much of Elierker's eurly deliverles,
though the first-named, relishing the first
opportunity that the bowler provided, drove
him to the ratis on the off-side.

Twenty runs were signalled without loss,
and the upshot was that Boon camc on at
?nmes’ end, allowing the veteran to change
ver,

There seemed to be less ‘“ bite " in the pitch
since the wicket had been rolled, and even
Boon could rarely make the ball rise more than
the height of the stumps. Jones made one
very streaky shot off the Porthill professional,
and narrowly missed playing on, but there was
no doubt about the succeeding stroke by Hodg-
son, which landed a full toss from the same
bowler well over the leg boundary,

With 40 on the board, Cheshire's opening
pair were still together,

The Staffordshire total was passed with only
two wickets down, but threec more wickets fell
before the 100 was reached, smart slip catches
accounting for two of them '

Hodgson’s Fine Display.

Hodgson turned Boon to the leg boundary
with a polished stroke—it was a perfect
example of timing. The Lalf-century went up
as a result of three-quarters of an hour’s
batting. The Cheshire skipper was very confi-
dent, and took seven more runs in the same
over. Included among his shots was a delightful
late cut whicn ccunted fou.

Cheshire were certainly shaping for a first
innings lead, and had not lost & wicket,

With the total at 58, Lockett came on for
Boon. Belleving in the old inaxim, * nothing
ventured nothing gained,” Hodgson launched
out at Barnes, and sent the ball high into the
gallery. It was a shot which might easily have
cost him his wicket, but instead it cleared the
field, and three were run,

In Barnes' next over he hit a fast one
through the covers, and came within casy dis-
tance of his half-century. But he failed to
reach it, for, in Lockett's next over, the home
captain was bowled wilh & ball which seemed
to turn just enough from leg to heat the bat.
The outgoing batsman had played the right!
type of game and hit five boundarics.

Cheshire were then 13 shoct of the Stafford-
shire to'al.

STAFFORDSHIRE.—First Innings.
H W Homer ¢ L N Jones b Dennis 11

G A Fitton b Dennis ...... 2
Barnes ¢ Crooke b Dennis . 3
Lockett b Wilson .......... . b
J 8 Heath ¢ Crooke b Dennis .... 0
A W Ikin b Wilson ............ 4
A Smith not out [EEERT PRPPRPRR P 32
E Perry b Dennis ....... cerenae 12
W H Ellerker lbw b Jones ........ 6
E P Cross b Jones ........e00000 0
Boon b DUtton ........cc0nenneee 2
Extras  ...iiveeennn siieese 3
Total « vowws sen v ams s s ¢ 80
CHESHIRE.—First Innings.

H W Hodgson b Lockett ..... s g 47
W E Jones ¢ Lockett b Barnes .... 16
HEyrenotout .............. cees 20
J L White ¢ Lockett b arnes ...... 2
Wilton ¢ Ikin b Bames ......000. 4
J Follows b Boon ... sesssos O
L N _Jones not out ceses 4

Extras

Total (for B wkts) ......
BOWLING ANALY SIS,
Staffordshire.—~First Inninge.

o} M, R. w

Dennis ... 14 ,. 32 ., 27 .. 8
Wilson ... 17 .. T .. 81 .. 2
Dutton .. 8 .. 1 ,. 11 .. 1
L.N.Jones 2 .. 0 .. 8 2

STAFFORDSHIRE,~Firat hmillllm.
i 2 3 4 6 6 T 8 @2 10

6 12 17 18 2 2 44 1 11 80

25




N’L‘*EM-V Seedined : Thondeny 18 Tuk, 1929,

CHESHIRE WIN BY
WICKETS.

Jones Troubles Staffordshire
Batsmen.

S gy

n

CAREFUL METHODS OF NO AVAIL.

e

Staffordshire, who began their second innings to-day 144
runs in arrears, again fared badly against Cheshire, at Boughton
Hall, Chester, and in spite of much careful play were soundly

defeated by ten wickets.
Dennis, who did the damage

effective to-day, and L. N. Jones, with five for 51, gave the

visiting batsmen most trouble.

H. W. Homer occupied an
morning, and in the end shared

with 27. The wicket gave the bowlers considerable assistance.

in the first innings, was not so

hour scoring eight runs this
top score with W. H. Ellerker

INNINGS DEFEAT

(By “ OUTFIELD.”) -

CHESTER. Thursday.

With & lead of 144 runs on the first innings,
Cheshire were in an extraordinarily strong
position when their Minor Counties' fixture
with Staffordshire entered on its final stage
this morning.

In all departments yesterday they were
superior ta their opponents, and the batting
displays of L. N. Jones and H. Eyre last even~
ing were of & 'high order. Incidentally, Jones
had the gratification of hitting Barnes for a
couple of sixes and of registering five other
boundaries—a truly cavalier &nock.

For all that, the former land player came
out with the best bowlin six for
87, The Btafordshire ﬂc%dlnﬂ left much to
be desired in the later stages of the home
county’s innings. BSeveral simple catches were
dropped and opportunities of running bats
men out were thrown away. owing to trequent
wild returns to the wicket-keeper. ’

An Uphill Task. .

Homer and PFitton began the uphill fight
for Staffordshlre, facing the aitack of Duunis
(who opened with a ma/den Lo the 1e°t-! under)
and Wilson.

The weather was dall this morning and
much cooler, with the probabllity of tamn not
entirely remote.

The first four overs produced no runs, the
fact revealing the anxiety of fiaffcrrshire's
ope to prevent g mnpetition of what
hap, in the first innings, but in \Vilson's
third over Fitton found an o?epon:m\ty of
turning the bowler to the tine leg Lo s

Homer was 20 minutes before he opened
account, but forged ahead soon sfterwards b
making a pretty leg atroke off Dennis, whic
travelied to the boundary. :

With the total .at 19 Wilson gave way to
L. N, Jones, who appealed unsuccessfully for &
catch at the wicket against Homer. FPitton
miseed several portunities of taking toll of
loose deliveries which Dennis sent down on the
leg side, and, though the batsmen were facing
up to Cheshire’s attack with more resolution
than was the case yesterday, runs came slowly,
and when play was proceeded three-yuarters
of an hour 30 hed not appeared on the board.

Plich Less Responsive.

in contras) 1o yesterday Dennis found the
piteh this morning much less responsive, but
it was he who had the satisfaction of separat-
ing the opeuing pair. With the total at 36
Pitton wrs beaten Dby the Btalybridge profes-
mo'?}azle'm wes o change in the batti order,
and J. 8. Heath came in Avst wicket down.
Homer's score was 8 after he had been at the

crease an hour. o

JUST AVERTED.

Wilson came back vice L. N, Jones with the
scere unchanged, and further helped to peg the
batsmen down to extremely watchtul defensive
tactica.

The Bteffordshire skipper commenced with
a shot to the square leg boundary, but this
was the oaly scoring stroke ot any note for &
long spell. It was not untll the innings had
lasted an houhruatzél a quarter that the half-

0! .
Ce?feﬁ?ﬂ&?&s. Dennis, who had sent down 15
overs for 21 runs and a wicket, was taken off
in favour of the left-nander, R. M. Dutton,
who was introduced at the pavilion end, Heath
took another four off Wilson and the next
ball survived an appeal for obstruction.

There was evidence that the pitch was show-
ing some sign of wea;ii‘?g whcnﬁgm :t:f:rt one
from Dutton shot u over head,
the batsman ﬁt;urigghgguhh bat vainly i3 an
utremit to .crch the

A full loss from Wilson was accorded its
due meed of punishment by the Old Hill
amateur, and 60 appeared op the board
without further loss.

Homer’s Escapes.

Homer offered a chance to Dennis at first
slip when L. N. Jones resumed vice Wilson,
but it was not accepted, and the same batsmen
helped the scare along with sh "tota;rhzry:kh :g

tan ou
;h&itelgatbmﬁxagbmgugﬂeredz second chance

n at second alip.
Lo’;xgmmond wicket fell at 78, Heat.hjdbelng
briliantly caught by Dutton, who knocke: upu
fast travelling ball and captured it as it fell,
L. N. Jones was the successful bowler. i
When Barnes jolned Homer the visiting
county were still 71 runs behind, and lurthg
misfortune befell ﬁ})te&ew ﬁgst%zﬂoll,d giu.’ggu
Vi t: n -’ . N.
Egnh:;sbegﬁe“ the crease an hour s‘nd ?A(J)
minutes for his 27. Barnes left at B0, tow
Dutton.
in began briskly, but scon loat
Lo‘z&e&' e aught behind the wicket-
keeper by White wren he attempted to swee
one from L. N. Jones to the leg boundary, ag

merely slied the ball,

Haif the Side Ouf.

Half the side were out for 92, and 52 were
still requived to avald the stigma of an innings
defeat.

The ina:ngs had lasted two hours and {wenty
minutes when the hundred was s.gnalea
smith, who wes now assoclated with s . fub-
mate, brought off a couple of good shots off
Jones, but left at 106--beautitully taken ty
Wilson high up at second silp.

Lunch was taken with Ikin and . lerker
‘ogether, and the total standing ut 108 for six

Wickets Btill Falling.
Dennis and L. N. Jones bowled on the resump-

on, Ellerker glancing the fast nowler to leg fox_-
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.hree prettily., With the total only advanced
1o 113 Dennus performed another useful service
tor the home county by clean bowling Ikin, and
J.r end appeared imminent.

S.aflordshire were stil] 31 in arrears, and
‘ne wicket was developing a speculative element
.nore and more as time went on.

Perry joined Ellerker who glanced Dennis to
the fine leg boundary neatly..But the newcomer
provided L. N. Jones with his fifth wicket,
hitting across a fast delivery, and having his
middle stump uprooted.

Ellerker batted with resolution and made
excellent strokes off both bowlers, the sequel
being that L. N. Jones was rested {n favour of
Wilson at 138. A four to Ellerker off the new
bowler and a brace to Cross averted . the
innings defeat for Staffordshire, 8 measufe of
consolation at all events When Wilson bowled
Ellerker at 147, the visiting country were but
three runs on.

The Staffordshire innings closed at 154, when
Boon was caught at the wicket, and Cheshire
were left with 11 runs to get to win.

N. Jones returned the best bowling figures
for the innings—five for 51—and Dennis had
four Yor §9, and nine for 76 in the match,

White and Fallows hit off the required runs,
and at 3.16 Cheshire had won the match by
ten wickets, Staffordahire sustaining their
second defeat of the present season.

STAFFORDSHIRE.~First Innings,
B W Homer ¢ L N Jones b Dennis 1
G A Fitton b Dennis ............

. Barnes ¢ Crooke b Dennis
Lockett b Wilson ...........e..
J 8 Heath ¢ Crooke b Dennis ....
A W Ikin b Wilsan
A 8mith not out .,..
E Perry b De

R RE TR TR

b nnis .
W H Ellerker lbw b Jones ..
E P Cross b Jones ........
Boon b Dutton ............,

07 P——— S R~

STAFFORDSHIRE—Second Innings.
H W Homer ¢ Dennis b L N Jones 27

-t
RROAND RO~

Q A Fitton b Dennis ............ 24
J 8 Heath ¢ Dutton b L N Jones 17
Barnes lbw b Dennis ............ 3
Lockett ¢ White b L N Jones .... 4
A W Ikin b Dennis ............. 31,
A 8mith ¢ Wilson b L N Jones..,. 17
W H Ellerksr b Wilson .......... 37
E Perry b L N Jones ...... 2
P Cross not out ..
Boon ¢ Crooke b Dennls .,..
EXITRE  .oovvinoiiomnqapacsd
 Total ........iili.c... 154
© . CHESHIRE.—First Innings, - .-
7 *H W Hodgson b Lockett ......:,... 47"
}v}'gmb %elmkettbnamu.... 16,
d e TLY, oo eniis it s datee o 80
J L White ¢ Lockett b Barnes ... 2.
‘Wilton o Ikin.b Barnes ...,....,. 4°
:J Foliows b Boon .......... e
L N Jones o Fitton b Barnes ..., B4
,;\‘ R Orooke o Lockett b Barnes.. 22
W Jefterson ¢ Heath b Lockett:. = §
R M Duiton not out vl
Dennis b Barn . 5
: Extras ..... B ¥ 3K
. CHESHIRE.—8econd * Innings.
" J.L White not out ,...,..... . 8
J Fallows not out ..., T |
Extras ..., . &
. SN
Total (for no wicke's) .... 11
~ BOWLING ANALYSIS,
 Btaffordshire.~Fitst innings.
Q. ‘M. R, w.
Dennis  .,, 14 ,, 3 ,, 21 . b
Wilson AT 0T L 81 .. 3
ttan ¢ .. 1.5, 11 -« 1
L N Jones 2 ,. 0 .. 8 2
Staflordshire.—8 4. Innip,
0. M. R. W,
Dennis ., 28.5 10 .. 59 . 4
Wilson ., 14 T .. 2¢.,, 1.
L. N. Jones 20 8 .. B1 .. 5
Duf e .02 .11 .. 00
Cheshire.~First Innings,
0. M. R. w.
Earnes . 841 .. 6 . 87 . 6
Lockett .. 24 ,. 7 .. 44 . 3,
ggxgg ....1: e @ 1 .. 1
2 4
Ellerker 4 .. 2 . g b tlJ
Cheshire.~~Second Innings,
(o] M R w
1.2 1 b 0
v s 340 0 4 0
FALL OF WICKETS.
Staffordshire.—First inatngs,

1 2 3 4 ) 8 7 8 9 10
6 12 17 18 25 25 44 T 7 g8
Staffordshire.—Second Innings,

_1 2 3 4 8 [¢] ki 8 9 10
3 78 76 80 52 106 113 120 .147 164
Cheshire.~~Firsi Innings.

i 2 3 4 5 8 ki 8 9 10
87 71 B1 95 98 140 179 180 214° 234




Staffordshire v, Cheshire

DISAPPOINTING DISPLAY AT
CHESTER

By “THE CRITIC”

The Staffordshire teain had an “off"”
day at Boughton Hall, Chester, on Wed-
nesday, when they commenced the re-
turn engagement with Cheshire. In my
judgzment the winning of the toss was
a misfortune, for the wicket played more
easily in the afternoon for the Cheshire
batsmen than it did before lunch, while
Staffordshire were batting. Why that
should be so was not easy to explain, hut
possibly the effect of a heavy dew was
to make the ball tly about in the early
stages in a way that was not evidenced
after Junct  In these circumstances it
was not very surprising that Cheshire
took a first innings lead. But it was sur.
prising that Staffordshire lost six wickets
for 25, and were all out in an hour
and 50 minutes for 80. And it was sur.
prising that the visitors should follow
up a poor batting display with much
~ragged fielding, and contribute by their
cown short-comings in the field to the
building up of the formidable lead of
144 yuns by Cheshire. There were in-
dividual exceptions to the general slack-
ness, but taken on the whole the ground
fielding was not clean, the catching wasg
faulty. and the throwing-in was exe-
crable. I have no hesitation in saying
that had the work in the field been up
to the county's customary level, the
Cheshire total would have been at least
100 runs smaller than it was, There was
hardly an accurate throw-in during the
Cheshire inunings, and Cross was con-
stantly throwing himself full length in
a vain attempt to take returns, whilst a
simple return to the bowler was more
than onece tossed over his head to give
away an overthrow. One palpable, and
several possible opportunities of run-
ning batsmen out were wasted by wide
returns to the wicket-keeper.

In the Staffordshire teamn there were
three changes, Homer, .Kllerker, and
Cross tuking the places of Crump, Hol-
Jowood, and Green, and Cheshire hail
W. E. Jones and J. I.. White, the latter,
a young Birkenhead batsman, having his
first trial, in place of Nutter and Spear-
ing. In the absence of the last-named,
Crooke kept the wicket, and did® so
smartly. A. D, Wilkie, of Wolverhamp-
ton_ would have played for Staffordshire,
but for the fact that he was away on
tour with the Wolverhampton teani.
| When Homer and Fitton started

batting for Staffordshire, Dennis, the
fast bowler, got any amount of fire out
of the wicket, and made the hal] swing
from leg appreciably. Ilis length was
good, and he had the Staffordshire bats-
men o great difficulties, whilst Wilson.
at the other end, was very accurate, and
hn'th swung and zpun the ball, Fitton
‘hemg & left-hander, Deunis’'s swing
rcame in fo him, and he wag twice hit

on the legs with rather painful effect

before he edged one on to his pads,
whence it turned back on to the wicket.
Barnes stayed with Homer 10 minutes,
but then “snicked one of these fast
swingers, and wag caught by the wicket-
keeper standing well back. Lockelt hit
the fast bowler square for four, hut then
tried to drive Wilson with disastrous re-
sults. and Stanley Heath fell Jrecisely
as Barnes had done. Homer and Ikin
struggled along for 20 minutes. and then
both left, Homer to a brilliant cateh in
the slips, and Ikin very unluckily hitting
a ball hard on to his foot to see it re.
bound into the wicket. Homer had sur-
vived for 50 minutes, Six for 25 was a
deplorable state of things. Each bowler
had sent down 10 overs, and Dennis had
taken four wickets for 16, and Wilson
two for nine. Arthur Smith found Wil
son too accurate and Dennis too fiery to
bring off any of the 'attractive strokes
which he executed at Porthill, but he
and Perry were less uncomfortable than
their predecessors until at 44 Perry
missed one from Dennis which upset his
middle stump. Ellerker also played with
sote confidence, and shaped well, and
with Smith opening out, 33 were added
in 25 minutes, and a double change nf
bowling made before the Smethwick
man  stopped an in-swinger with his
pads. Cross was bowled by a similar ball
at the same total, and Boon beaten by
a break back from the Teft-bander. Thus
Staffordshive were out for the smallest
score of the season, and Smith alone
saved the side from an  even  worse
debacle,

Cheshire went in after lunch, and it!
was obvious at once that the wicket was !
easier after rolling. DBarnes and Ellerker |
bowled, and 17 rung came from the for-!
mer's first four overs. He then changed
endg, and Boon shared the attack. W, E.
Jones and Tlodgson played well together,
and though few rung now came Barnes.
the younyg, fast bowler was erratie, and
Tdgson took eonsiderable toll of him.
The Cheshire Captain scored 47 out of 67
in an hour. and then Lockett, who had
superseded Boon at §3, got through his
defence with his quick ball,  Barnes's
first wicket cane in his 14th over, Jones
being beautifully taken in the slips by
Lockett, who took another clever cateh
to disiniss White, whilst Wilson popped
one up to Ikin cloge in at point. Boon
resumed. and beat Fallows by sheer
pace, and matters had taken a welcome
turn in favour of the ficlding side, With
five wickets  down  Cheshire had only
a lead of 16, and Eyre should, before
this, have been eaught mid-on by the
Staffordshire Captain off Barnes, It was
a lofty half-hit. and the fielder had to]
run back to get under it, so that it was
an awkward ball, but a clear chance. The
mishap proved to be the turning point
in the game, for Eyre stayed on, and
L. N. Jones, as usual, took hig courage
in both hands, and went for the bowl-
ing, Perry bowled for a time in place
of Barnes after tea, and eventually heat
Eyre with a bLailer at 140. When Barnes
resumed, Jones hit him for thiee fours
and two sixes before skyving one to Fit-
ton, who made a well-judged ecatch at
long-on.  After this Barnes and Lockett
bowled many overs, and the later bats.
men added too manv runs, chances being
missed off both Lowlers, and runs being

conceded by loose fielding. Barnes
bowled throughout, except for four overs,
and should have had vastly hetter figures.
To deliver 34 overs on a hot afternoon.
and be bowling well at the finish, in
spite of disheartening luck, was a won-
derful feat of endurance.

The Staffordshire batsinen again had a
struggling time on Thursday morning.
and in the prevailing conditions did not
[do bally to save the single innings de.
feat, The wicket was much worn. espe-
ally at one end and L. N.Jones was able
Ito make good Jength balls fly up so
[ abruptly as to make batting a precarious
business. At the other end Dennis only
reared badly when he was  short, but
several times the ball whizzed past the
batsman’s head. It was soon obvious
i that Staffordshire could not  hope to
escape defeat, and to send the home
men in again was no mean task. Homer
and Fitton scored 36 for the first wicket,
but it took them over an hour, and the
left hander, mainly by means of plides
and  snicks, got two-thirds of them.
Heath and Homer then added 37, but
Hower was twice let off in the slips,
"onee by Dennis off L. N. Jones, and again
by Wilson off Dennis. The Captain had
no such luck, for he was playing well
when he fell to a wonderful eatch at
point.  He cut a short one frow Jones
very hard, and the ball appeared to bLe
flashing over Dutton’s head, but the
fielder shot up one hand, knocked the
ball up. and caught it at the second at-
tempt. Seventy appeareq with only one
wicket down, but the dismissal of Ilcath
wag the beginning of a troubloug time
for Staffordshire, Homer gave his third
chance in the slips, and no mistake was
made this time. His 27 was made out of
76 in an hour and 50 minutes, which
means that throughout his long stay he
was fighting with his back to the wall,
so to speak. With the ball kicking and
tlying about, it was a considerable test
of skil] to keep his wicket intact so long,
even allowing for the chances named
at 17 and 22. Barnes seeme( surprised
by the decision which gave him lbw to
a ball he tried to push away to leg, but
the ball may have swung fromn leg on to
the wicket. Then Lockett skied the ball
over his head in trying to hook a short
one that rose shoulder high, and Arthur
Smith, aftey one dazzling cut, was beauti-
fully taken bhigh up at short slip. The
ball was well up, aund he tried a forcing
shot through the covers, but it got up so
short that he edged it.  One looked for
a rather lucky four over the slips, but
Wilson shot his hand up, and held it
at top reach. Tkin had been battine
warily, but he failed to connect with one
from Dennis that was almost a yoiker,
and his middle stummp wag shot " down.
Then, after lunch, Ellerker held the
stage, and played the lest ericket of
anyone on the side, T can only describe
his batting as polished. Most of his runs
came from cleverly getting hoth Dennis
and Jones away on the leg side, but he

2o f»\/u% 19291,

played well ail round until_ Wilson re-
suming, the clever Macclesfielq bowler
turned one back sharply from the off to
beat him.  In the meantime Perry had
thrown his wicket away by a wild swipe
all across a straight ball, and Cross had
assisted Ellerker to save the innings de-
feat. The wicket keeper was batting
really well, and cut Dennis for four, and
hit him square for three, but Boon fell
behind the wicket, and Cheshire had
only 11 runs to get for victory. Cross
seeins (o be earning a higher place in the
batting order, for in five innings he has
scored 81 rung for once out.

Five minutes batting sufficed to give
Cheshire a ten wickets win.

Scores and analysis 1 —

Staffordshire.—1st Innings
H. W. HHomer ¢ I.. N. Jones b Dennis 11

G, A, Fitton b Dennis «ooovvveennnis 2
Barnes ¢ Crooke b Dennisg .. 3
TLockett b Wilson ........... . 5
J. 8. Heath ¢ Crooke b Dennis . 0
A. W. Ikin b Wilson ........ .4
A. Smith nnt out . .32
E. Perry b Dennis .12
W. H. Ellerker Ibw b L. N, J 6
E. P. Cross b L. N. Jones .... 0
Boon b Dutton ............. 2

Extras ....... 3

Total +eoveervvrrennns 80

Staffordshiro.—2nd Innings
H. W, Homer ¢ Dennis b L. N. Jones 27
G. A. Fitton b Dennis ... 24
J. 8. Ileath ¢ Dutton b L. N,

Barnes lbw b Dennis 3
Lockett ¢ White b I. N, Jones ...... 4
A, W. Ikin b Dennis .......... .21
A. Smith ¢ Wilson b L. N, Jones 7
W. H. Ellerker b Wilson .... 27
E. Perry b L. N. Jones ... .2
E P, Cross not out ......... .13
Boon ¢ Crooke b Dennis . 0

Extras .9

TOtAl  ssereritrensons 154

Cheshire.—1s8t Inningg

W. E. Jones ¢ Lockett b Rarnes ... 16
1. W, Iodgson b Lockety ...

L Exre b Perry v, . 35
J. L. White ¢ Lockett b Barnes ... 2
Wilson ¢ Ikin b Barnes ............... 4
J. Fallows b Boon ...oooovviiiininn, 0

I.. N. Jones ¢ Fitton b Barnes ... 54

A, I. Crooke ¢ Lockett b Barnes ... 22

T. W, Jefferson ¢ Tleath b Lockett 5
R. M. Dutton not out .

Dennis b Barnes .......

Extras

Total

Cheshire.—2nd Innings

J. L. White not out

J. Follows not out
Exiras

@ BOWLING ANALYSIS
Staffs.~1st Inns. 2nd Tnns.
O. M. R. W, O. M. R. W,

Dennis ... 14 227 5 2351059 4
Wilson ... 17 731 2 PO I |
Dutton ... 6 111 1 6 211 ¢
L.N.Jones 2 0 8 2 20 75 5
Cheshire.—1st Tnns. 2nd Inns,
Barnes ... 3416 87 6 12 1 5 0
Ellerker... 4 2 5 0 1 04 0
Boon ...... 11 247 1

Lockett ... 20 744 2

Perry 4 019 1
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STAFFORDSHIRE BOWLERS
IN FORM.

Notts II. Dismiésed for 142‘ at
Trent Bridge.

) g

BARNES TAKES

&

FIVE FOR 57.

¢

The Staffordshire bowlers accomplished a good performance
in dismissing a strong Notts II. side at Trent Bridge to-day for a

moderate total.

The home team made a promising start, but following the
capture of the first wicket, five more wickets went down for 46
runs, and half the side were out for 92.

Little resistance was forthcoming from the later batsmen,
and the whole side were out for 142. Barnes came out with the

best figures, taking five for 57.
remainder.

Boon and Lockett shared the

BATSMEN SHOW MARKED RESTRAINT.

(By “OUTFIELD.”)

The sun beat down mercilessly on this
historic cricket ground this morning,
when Notts II, and Staffordshire began
conclusions in a Minor Countles fixture.

TRENT BRIDGE, Wednesday
Conditlons looked favourable to a high scor-
ing match, for there has been no great weight
of rain as yet, and the pitch, on which to-
day’'s ma‘ch was started, looked firm and true.
From the side which cut up so badly against
Cheshire las tweek Staffordshire had three
changes, H. E. Bourne, the Nantwich batsman
(who scared a brillian% 97 for his olub on
Baturday), Roy Hollowood, and J. Woodhouse,
of Old Hill, coming in vice J. B. Heath, E.
Perry and A. Smith., Woodhouse, 1 promising
all-rounder, but pre-eminently a batsman, was
making his first appearance in the county side.
In the absence of J. 8, Heath, H. W. Homer
took over the captaincy of the visit side.
Notta. flelded & strong eieven, inclu four
amateurs, and were am&pered by E 8. Robert-
son. R. D. F. Bland, the old 8hrewsbury boy,
who has assisted the Notts, firat team in
several matches this season, 18 also in the side,
With the luck of the toss going in their
favour, Notts. had the good fortune to take

first, knock, and 8, D. Rhodes and Keeton faced |

red by Barnes and Boon, the
Porthill prdfessional operating from the:
pavillon end. Five runs came from Barnes
opening over, and rneither batsman appeared
to experience any difficulty in dealing with
either bowler, though Rhodes survived &an
appeal by Boon when a swinging delivery
demanded that he should cover up quickly.

Quick Bcoring.

The first score of the match came from the
bat of the amateur, who Ilate-cut Boon 80
sharply that the ball flew between aecond and
third 8lip to the boundary, Hollowood chasing
it (n vain. Twenty-five runs were on the
board in as many minutes, and Rhodes helped
the score along by punching & loose one from
Boon to the leg boundary. The Porthill man
provided more opportunities for crisp strokes
on the leg side, and each batsman in turn took
Lull :,ipu, 1alf-an-hour's cricket seeing 40 on the

oard.

Lockett relleved Boon with the total 43, and
thgé*&ﬂolmwed @ slackening in the pace of xum-
getting.

Once or twice Barnes had the amateur
{eeling for the break, but there were no serious
consequences, and the half-century was sig-
nelled with the opening pair still togethers.

The runs had come rather better than one
a minute, and this was not surprising either,
for the wicket appeared to he & traditional
Trent Bridge cast-iron affalr.

Two Quick Buccesses.

8till the Stafordshire bowlers pegged away,
and with the total at 51 Barnesg broke through

an attack s

the defence of Rhodes, whose spell at the
crease had been quite entertaining.

Harris, who made & big score against Lan-
cashire II. last week, then joined Keeton.

There was a notable improvement in the
Staffordshire flelding to-day from that we saw
tn the Cheshire match, although there werg
occasions when more energetic picking up woul
have saved runs.

Another success came thz way of the vmun%
bowlers at 57, when Keeton, turning Locket
gently to the leg, was resdily snapped up by
Woodhouse, standing close in. As the outgoing
batsmen batted with resolution and skill, it
was surprising to see him fall so easily into
such an obvious; trap.

With two good batamen got rid of for fewer
than 60, Staffordshire had something to con-
gratulate themselves about

Hardstaff, son of 8 famous father, now
joined Harris, and we had the spectacle of two
young men facing one wha is still ranked
among the world’s great bowlers.

They treated him with what should be
muth‘:. respect for age. and runs came &b

requent intervals hereabouts.

Nothing loose was sent down by elther
Barnes or .ockett., and Harris came near
falling into the Oldham professional's leg trap.

Scoring Pace Slackens.

1t was Quficient testimony to the accuracy

of the Staffordshire attack at this period to
note that whereas at the beginning runs had
been coming at the rate of one & minute, they
were now being signalled at less than half th§t
pace.
An hour and a half’s batting had seen the
total advanced only to 75, and then Ilarris
fell, very well caught by Roy Hollowood gt
long on when lie attempted to make a big
drive off Barnes. It was an excellently judged
catch, for which the Burslem man deserved
n.uch credit.

The new batsman, Knowles, began well by
putting Barnes to the leg boundary, and ine
spired Hardstafl to take similar actlon against
an over-pitched delivery from Lockett, though
the atroke which counted four in the second

fnatance was a beautifully timed drive between
mid-off and cover, A touch of the old Hard-
stall, if you nk%

Boon was given another trial at 8§ vice
Lockett, and bowled Enowles at 89 with a ball

missed at the wtcketolgl Cross and otherwise
showing little meth of how to play the
Staffordshire fast bow-er.

Hardstaff was now a deliberate plodder,
Ivhough he had taken useful advantage of a
let-off early In his .nniags when Homer dropped
him off Barnes.

With only three added after the resumption,
however, Hardstaft departed, well .ken in the
second slip by Lockett. Boon., who had
bowled extremely well since his geturn, thus
obtained his second success, and half the home
slde were out for 92.

Taylor was snapped up at short leg by Boon,
off Barnes, at 97, a catch that was very near
:\txt;_esl;outnd—gd l\}'uh l:i:x wickets down. Notts

yere not so h ed likel,
at one pertod. e o4 ppeared Tcxly

Five wickets, indeed, had gone down for 46
runs since the 2pening palr were parted.

With the Notts skipper, E. 5. hobertson in,
the century was signalled after the innings
had lasted two hours and 20 minutes.

Barnes pegged the batsmen down to singles
for the most part, and occasionally beat the
bat without hitting the stumpa. At 104
Lockett came back at the pavilion end, vice
Boon and in Barnes next over but one Robert-
son launched out when a “no-ball” was called
and drove it straight past the bowler for four.

A Bix!

After a long apell of sheer doggo cricket
reminiscent of a notorious n.reot,-gcgla.sa game
here not, many days ago, Copley amazed the
small ring of spectator sbut pulling Lockett for
8ix. When the Notts. captain got one up from
;lﬂagng;a El:‘llleéng.fom bogjh went eagerly for it,

an un
thgugau equ; Oa ks gnmd' ed collision, and
8 runs later, however, Robertso;
one from Lockett, and Barnes at rrllr:gl lc:ueg
eagBelilly;daccepwd bter‘x!e chance.
sucoum! to Lockett’
elz%lte;velcm were down for 128, fhewy s, 5ing
wag some mild barracking from th
popular side when Copley was adjudged lbw t;
after the umpire had appeared hesitant
glo:glvmgo! g P.I.fa hluow declaion, and there were
bsgvgl {or y o game,” gnd ‘ They are as
eat made some useful hits off Lockett, b
:h:.Notu venture gltosbod \-J 142, when Roblm:x:
mli!t:on. off Barnes, Y s, el u
Was a caplital performance on the part
of the visiting county, allowing for the fact
:}.}:;dthemw::. l.c‘;ll h:k\;e stated, perfectly
- w. unchanged thr
and returned the excellent o TR

T,
T taking three for
Staflordshire

es of five for
, and Boan two

: et
e II.
innings had lasted three and e

Badly Run Out.

run. The West Bromw:
Alblon footballer hesitated, and Bmmeo?)]ulilgg
up. Then Fitton decided to go and the out-
come of it was that the Nentwich man was 2
vard short when the ball was returned.

NOTTS IL—First Innings.

Harris ¢ Hollowood b Barnes ..., &
Hardstef ¢ Lockett b Boon ....
Knowles b Boon .......,...... 23
Taylor ¢ Boon b Barnes : . 4
g%.) lbw b Barnes ...., o0 12
¢ Barnes b
DFBhndblMett...Wyzg
Robeatnotou‘% ..... wie wigiere vare s
inson ¢ Woodhouss b
Total ..................142
STAFFORDSHIRE—First Innings,
Fitton not out ............. .21

gA
E Bourne run out ............
H W Romet Not UL svecosocnns. 2(25

Extras  ........ T |
Total (for 1 wkt) e ra
BOWLING ANALYSIS,
Notts.—First Innings.

O. M. 3
Barnes ,...34 ,. 9 .. GR:I . ‘g/
Boon .... 12 .. 1 ,. 34 v 3
Lockett ..231 .. 6 .. 48 .. 3

FALL OF WICKETS,
Notta.—First Innings,
_1 2 3 4 8 8 [ 8 9 10

51 BT 75 89 93 97 128 128 130 142

which kept low,
Lunch was taken with the Notts total 89 for

four.
Restraint the Watohword.
Restraint continued to ke the watchword of
the Notts, batsmen immediately after lunch,
and Copley, who nad jolned Havdstafl, had a
most uncomfortable over from Boon, being

28

35 st e g
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NOTTS

II. MAKE GOOD
RECOVERY.

e

Deficit of 92

Out.

" Runs Wiped

FOURTH WICKET

4
*

STAND ADDS 112

4
A4

Staffordshire found themselves in a strong position this
morning in their match with Notts ]1. at Trent Bridge.

Taking their first innings total to 234, Staffordshire gained
a lead on the first innings of 92, and then proceeded to dismiss
three Notts batsmen very cheaply.

Hopes of an early victory, however, were thwarted by Harris
and Knowles, who in a fourth wicket stand added 112 runs, taking
the total from 33 to 145. Harris was then dismissed for a valuable

51.
Knowles was out soon after

105 with half their wickets intact.

for 79 and at tea Notts led by

YOUNG BATSMEN

(By “ OUTFIELD.")

TRENT BRIDGE, Thursday.
ITH a lead of 19 runs, and half
their wickets standing, the
Staffordshire team were excellently
placed for dictating the policy of to-
day’s cricket, to some extent, in their
match with Notts IT.

They were greatly indebted to H. W. Homer
for & really capita innings last evening—his
best of the season to date—and, in smalier
meqsure, to Fitton whose Innings was work-
manlike, and Eilerker, who batted with style
and freedom.

The debutant, Woodhouse, had no more than
18 minutes at the crease last night, but, as his
first, three strokes counted four each, he may be

reckoned the type of aggressive batsman the
County requires.

The Game Resumed.

Ellerker (30) and Woodhouse (14), the over-
night not-outs, began confidenti ain this
morning, when Harris and R. {)a%’ Bland
(pavillon end) shared the attack

Bland can boast a nice easy delivery, and
he also bowls left arm, but his length 't not
one of sustained excellence. Again this morn-
ing Woodhouse revesled an impressive reper-
toire of strokes and he keeps the ball con-
sistently on the carpet. Even on such brief
acquaintance I feel llkke asserting that in him
the Btaffordshire County suthorities have
made a find.

After surviving & loud appeal for obstruction,
with the total at 178, Ellerker straight drove
Harrls to the ralls—a very powerful shot—and
Woodhouse gsuare cut the same bowler for four
in his next over When the partnership had
put on 43 however, Ellerker provided Harris
with hls second victim of the innings, being
pa}lyablv lbw to that bowler.

is departure made way for Lockett, who,
to my mind, deserves a higher place in the
batting order than this.

With e single ofi Harrls, Woodhouse caused
the 290 to te holsted, after the innings had
lasted flve minutes over the three hours, and
Btaffordshire were 63 runs on.

Woodhonse’s Admirable Debut,

At 306 the No ts. skipper G. B. Robertson,
who plays with Nottingham Forest Amateurs,
took over fxom Harris, and he had the satis-
faction of dismissing Woodhouse at 213, with
a ball that kepy low, anc whick the Old Hill
bateman made litile attempt to play.

Cross hit the fArst ball ne received to the
leg houndary, but gave a simple catch in the
gulley off the next, so tha!, with two wickets
standing, Staflordshire enjoyed a lead of 78.

Joined by Hollowood, Lockett hit our merrily

HOLD THE FORT.

nd was severe on Robinson, who had been
%rought on at the pavilion end, vice Bland.

The Oldham professional also pulled B loose
one from Robertson to the squarc-ieg boun-
dary, but in sattempting a big ¢ couft thfé
next ball he missed it, and retur. 1 it moad
obligingly to the Notts captain. Hclluwood
was well caught by Hardstaff at long-on, an
the innings closed at 234, or 92 runs on.

Backs to the Wall.

Beeing that flve wickets had been captured
this morning for the addition of 73 runs, the
home county were not in as difficult a position
a5 scemed probable at one period when thg):
began their second venture with 8. D. Rose
and Keaton at 13.15, the bowling being shared
by Barnes and Ellerker, the former agaln
operating from the Trent Bridge end. , X

Each batsman took a four off Ellerker's ﬁrs.
over, and the amateur pulied a short or’\L
heftily to the square leg boundary when
Barnes presented him with the temptation,
Bo brezy was this opening that ten minutes
batting saw 17 runs on the board.

Fllerker bowled with a Jeg trap which in-
cluded Homer, Ikin and Woodhouse standing
very clos3 up, but neitner batsman seemed
inclined to take a bait. As a matter of fact,
Ellerker did not prove himself & partxculm"ly
astute angler, for quite four out of every over
were pitched dead on the wicket or slightly
to/&t{malolﬂevents, the visiting county had not
long to wait for e success, as with 268 on th’e
board, Keaton was well beaten by Barnes's
bresk, playing a very tame defensive stroke
and having nis off and middle stumps

is ed.
mglfluu;rgisd came in first wicket down, an‘d took
early oppurtunity of lifting one from Ellerker
to the leg boundary, but st 31 Rose provided
Barnes with a second victim, playing hope-
Jessly late, and across the line of flight at that

Hardstafi did not relish the former English
veteran to-day and, with only two added,, he
offered Boon: & siniple chance at short leg, the
same being gladly accepted. The Notts.
youngsters were now deflnitely fighting with
their backs to the wall, and much seemed to
depend on whether Harrig could pull out his
best in a critical situation.

At lunch the pair were stlll together, and 21
were only required to» avert the innings defeat

Determined Resistance.

It was a determined resistance these two
young batsmen, members of the ground stafl,
were putting up and Knowles delighted thve
crowd on resuming by taking three quick 4's
ofl 8idney Barnes—two of them drives and the
other a prettily executed leg glance.

By this policy the defiicit was quickly wiped|
out, and it was significant that in the first]
fifteen minutes after lunch, 22 runs were added
to tne total.

Boon, who bowled from the pavilion end, was|
hit high over the heads of the slips once by
Harris, and Knowles faced up to Barnes with)
courage and a straight blade. ,

It seemed, hercabouts, that Staffordshire's
task was not to be such a simple one after all

When the total had been advanced to 95
Barncs was given his first rest in either
innings. e had sent down 50 successive over
in the match up to this stage, and must havg
been tired of trundiing them down.

Lockett succeedzd him, bur. the palr were
still together when the century was :ignalled
after the innings had lasted oné and threed
quarter hours.

Barnes, of course, excepted. the shortcom-
ings of the Staffordshire attack were being
exposed, and I was surprised that Homer|
delayed his first call on Roy Hollowood until
the partnership had realised 71. The Burslem
man then took over from Boon, who had rarely
looked like ackieving a succes since- the
adjournment,

Partnership Broken.

On a wicket that was hardly the type to suit
him, Hollowood showed good command of
length, and once cleverly deceived Knowles,
beating the bat and barely missing the stumps,
while 1n his next over he had an equally annoy-
ing experience.

At 118 Woodhouse also got his first trial, but
his initial delivery was of such an order that
Knowiles had dulculty In kceping 1t from his
face. It was & yross cxaggaration of an over-
pitched ball. Harris smote the worst delivery
that Hollowood had sent down to the front
pavillon, and so the process of extinguishing
the visiing county's hope of victory went on.

There was an interesting race for the half-
century, and Knowles won it. The partner-
ship had now realised 100. and the hatsmen
asumed a distinctly aggressive rolee When
the total had been carried to 145, however,
Harris was caught at point by Lockett, though
the batsman gave the appearance of having
very grave doubt about the legitimacy of  the
cateh, The palr had added 112 to the tqta),
and Harris had half a dozen boundaries in his
score of Hl. ‘

Notts were 85 runs on when this valuable
wicket was captured. Knowles now appeared
well set for his century, and by well placed
shots al} round the wicket kept the fleldsmen
on their toes,

NOTTS IL—FlIrst Innings.
5 D Rhodes b Barnes ...... e
Keeton ¢ Woodhouse b Lockett

Harris ¢ Hollowood b Barnes
Hardstaff ¢ Lockett b Boon .

Knowles b Boon ......,.. 5
Taylor ¢ Boon b Barnes 4
Cudley lbw b Barnes .. ceieeie.. 12
E 8 Robertson ¢ Barnes b Lockett 20
R D F Bland b Lockett .. o
Wheat not out ........ T e v e 48,
Robinson ¢ Woodhouse b Barnes ¢
Extras LR - It
CTotal .iiiiviinnin..... 192
NOTTS IL.—Second Innings,
8 D Rose b Barnes . .12
Keaton b Barnes ,..... """ ol 14
Harris ¢ Lockett b Woodhouse .... 51
Hardstaff ¢ Boon b Barnes eesens 1
Knowles ¢ Fitton b Lockett ...... 79
-popley not out <17
Taylor not out 9
Extras ............o...t e 14
Total (for 5 wkts) ...... 107
STAFFORDSI]IBE—FMC Innings,
H E Bourne run out ......,..... 2
G A Fitton ¢ Hamis b Bland ...,., 36
H W Homer lbw b Rhodes .....,. 52
A W Ikin b Rober'son .... ... " 10

W H Ellerker lbw b

Harris .,....
Barnes b Harris 3-?

J Woodhouse b Robertson 45
Lockett ¢ and b Robertson . 23
E P Cross ¢ Harris b Robertson ,. 4
R Hollowood ¢ Hardstaff b Robingon 4
Boon not out ..., )
BExtras  ..................] 12
Totad ............... ... 334

Opportunity Missed.

The new batsman, Knowles, or his partner,
might have been run out at 37, for either
would have been well out of his ground had
Woodhouse returned the ball with his usual
precision.

Botlr batsmen played the bowling with
extreme deliberation afterwards, but it was
an eminently ugeful stand for all that, and
made it almost certain ‘that BStaffordshire
would be called upon to bat again, for the

wicket was only showing slight signs of wear, |
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Staffordshire v. Notts. 2nd " _ ]

RETURN TO FORM AT TRENT'
BRIDGE

2 e —
By "THE CRITIC”

The EtaHordshire team showed a wel--
come return to form when they met
RNotts IT. at Trent Bridge, on Wednesday,
and quite overplayed the young Notts
hopefuls. It was cricket under ideal
conditions — a classic and splendidly-
appointed ground, a perfect sumier
day, with a refreshing breeze to temper
the heat, and one of those wickets on
which one almost wonders why batsmen
ever get out., And in these circum-
stances a thoroughly interesting day's
cricke. was played, with the gratifying
outcome. from a Staffordshire point of
wview, and & substantial advantage to
the visiting county at the end of the
first day,” There were three changes in
the Statfordshire team, J. S, Heath, A.
8mith, and E. Perry fell out, and were
replaced by H. E. Bourne, Roy Hollo-
wood and F. Woodhouse, H. W. Homer
deputised for the absent captain, and
‘Woodhouse, the Old Hill player, had his
first experience of county cricket, He
is the third new batsman who has been
tried in recent matches to create a
highly favourable impression on his
initial appearance. His - debut was,
indeed, unique, for I certainly don't re-
member 8 young batsman going in for
the fi-xt time in a county mateh and

cutting the two first balls he received
brilliantly to the boundary. Yet this
wiag how Woodhouze made his: bow.
Previously he had fielded well. and taken
two catches, one close in at short leg
and the other at mid-off, and the second
wus a spectacular effort, for he rdn to
the ball, took it very low, and rolled
over in doing o without losing his grip
of the ball, There were several new
names in the Notts XI, amongst the
most recent promotions to the first team
being Gunn (G. V, ). and Shipston. In
the absence of L, Kirk, G. 8. Robertson
acted ag captain,

When Hoiner lost the toss a day's
Relding seemed likely for Staffordshire,
but the home side made poor use of
their opportunity. S. D. Rhodes and
Kceeton gave the side a good, though slow
etart, Barmes and Boon bowled go well
that ¢he batsmen found run-getting no
easy task, and over an hour was occupied
in rcoring 51. Rhodes scored rather
freely from the fast bowler after a time,
and at 43 he gave way to Lockett, but
Barnes separated the pair when Rhodes
went right back, but was beaten by what
looked "iike an off-break and bailed.
Then Staffordshire took & strong grip
on the game, Keeton, who had strung
topether 22 singles in his score of 31,
moatly by pushing the Lall away to the
on, put one into the hands of short leg,
and Hardstaff, son of the old Notts bats-
man, should have been caught in the
eame position by Homer off Barnes be:
fore scoring, "Harris, who gcored a
ceutury in both matches against Staf-
fordshire last season, was very subdued,
and when after 35 minutes of plodding,
he essayed to drive Barnes, he was well
caught at deep mid-on. Hardstaff batted
stubbornly after his let-off, but Boon,
Tesuming at 84, bowled faster than be-
fore, and his speed was too much for
Knowles, whilst Hardstaff edged one
into the slips. With Taylor snapped up
at forward short leg from Barnes, six
wickets were down for 97, a surprising
collapse on such a wicket. Copley was
tedious, except when he lifted a half-
volley fromn Lockett to leg for six, and
the Notts captain was lucky, but at 128,
Lockett, who had again relieved Boon.
got Robertson caught in the slips and
bowled Bland with an off-break in one
over. Barnes got the remaining two
wickets, Copley having batted over an
hour for 12, half of wizlich came in one
stroke.

All the Staffordshire bowlers were de-
serving of credit, for the three of them
bowled well and Lockett kept a good
length and turned the bhall quite a lot
sometimes. But one must pay epecial
tribut2 again to the greatness of Barnes,
who bowled throughout the innings and
scarcely delivered a bad ball. For 3j
hours on a hot day, on a ground as hard
as adamant, this amazing veteran main-
tained his accuraey, his vim, and his
subtlety. Neither raissed catches, lucky
snicks, nor upviﬂh strokeg that just
failed to go to hand aHected cither his
skill or his apirit, and his record of aix
wickets for 57 in 38 overs enshrines yet
another maryellous piece of bowling.” A
apecial mead of praise is due to Cross,
who did not ccncede a single bye,

though his taking of the ball was not

Quite 20 clean as usual owing to a badly
injured finger, which was ample excuse
for failing to huld one or two awkward
low catches.

Stafordshire had 2 hours and 25
minutes' batting, and gave a much bet.
ter display than their opponents  had
done, Certainly the bowling was not
up to Staffordehire’s standard, but it
wna quite good and never loose.  Bland
fn an anmtear loft arm bowler, who has
alveady made & conslderable mark with
the 1st XL, and on a wicket to suit him
one can imagine him a very tricky
bowler. He started bowling alow anid
spinning the ball a Jot, but foundg the
wickel 80 Jittle  reaponaive  that Do
ohanged hie wiyle, took A longer yan,
and bowled at a good wedivim pace, ap-
L):lrvnll_y telying chiefly on nm!(ing the
all swing with his arm. Robinson is a
tal] left-hander, with in-awing and a
nice action, the other four bowlers tried
being right-arm, medium pace,

A ‘most unfortunate bungle in run-
ning cost Bourne his wicket with only
12 scored. It seemned that he called
Fitton, who momentarily hesitated.
Bourne stopped. but Fitton had then
slarted. and Bourne decided to go, but
the delay was fatal. Fitton and Homer
plaved all the bowling comfortably, both
making some excellent strokes. In an
hour 65 were added. and then Fitton fell
in the slips, having the unusual pro-
portion of five fours in his 36. Ikin
settled down nicely, and a further 32
were added, but both he and Howmer
indulged in  audden  {mpulses, lashing
out at straight balls, hitting acrosg
them and paying the penalty. Homer's
half-century was well made by solid
rather than spectacular methods, and
he was at the wicket an hour and &
minutes. Barnes got in two minds and
was beaten by a bit of off-break, Dbut
Ellerker was in his best form, scoring
quickly and playving most attractive
cricket, It was rather an ordeal for
Woodhouse to have to make his debut
12 minutes off time. but I have indi-
cated how he mnade it. The two South
Staffordshire men were batting admir-

ably when the day's play ended, with
Staffardshire leading by 19 runs with,
5§ wickets in hand,

First Innings Points Only for
Staffordskrire

The Trent Bridge wicket proved too
good for the completion of the match in
two days, and so Staffordshire had to be
content with first innings points. Thurs-
dny’s play was, however, interesting, and
no part of it more so than the last
hour, what time Aaron Lockett treated
the spectators to as dazzling a bit of
hitting as one has seen for many a day
in pursuit of a forlorn hope. If Aaron |
had been able to keep it up to the end |
of the extra time, and if there had Leen |
somecne at the other end who could)
attack  the bowling with the same;
ferocity, the seemingly impossible might
have lieen achieved. and 165 runs scored
in an hour and 20 minutes to \\'m_(h'e'
match. But these are very big ‘“ifs. “
There was no one who could emulate
Lockett's example. and he himself fell
in attempting a mighty drive. He had
scored 63 out of 94 in less than an hour,
and hit 13 fours, And there was not a
fluke amongst them. His leg hitting was
wonderful for its accuracy in timing,
and he pulled, drove, and cut with such |
brilliance that the bowlers must have
been at a loss how to bowl to check his
onslaught. When he was adjudged leg-
before. the Nottingham spectators greeted
him with an outburst of applause, which
continued until he had disappeared into
the pavilion—a -great tribute to an op-
Eonent of the home team for a large-

earted and spectacular display of all-
round smashing. Though the task was
practically impossible, the Staffordshire
Captain would not abandon the attempt
so long as Lockett was at the wicket,
and claimed the extra half-hour. But
when Aaron was out at 6.38, with 71
runs required in 22 minutes, the stumps
were pulled up.

Swafiordshire added 73 to their over-
night score of 161 for five wickets, and
go gained a lead of 92. The chief feature
of the batting was the excellent form of
F. Woodhouse, who had seven boundary
strokes amongst his hits, and these
were mostly wristy cuts. Not only did
he reveal skill on the offside, but his
defence was strong, and there wag a
pleasing suppleness about the stroke by
which he killed many good-length balls.
. Before the Notts 2nd innings had been
in progress long, Barnes sent back three
| batsmen in eight balls, and at the end
| of seven overs had taken thrce wickets
‘for 15 runs, But Harris and Knowles
offered resistance, and gradually Barnes
' was worn down. That is to say that with
fect and legs aching from so many
hours of ho\ﬂa on the ‘iron ground,
he lost some his effectiveness. He

bowled 16 overs before he was relieved
for the first time in the match, making
50 overs unchanged. Ie came on again
later, and bowled a further 12 overs, and
with the batsinen trying to force the
pace, his last two overs were maidens.
The trouble was that when he could
no longer command the needful vimn,
no one else could do the needful on the
easy wicket. But this should be quali-
fieq by the assertion that Boon would,.
in all probability, have won the match
if he had been well supported by the
slip fielders. Four catches were missed
oftf his bowling in the slips, and one, if
ot two, behind the wicket. This was
cruel luck for the young bowler, as well
as disastrous for the side. It muff be
said that the ball came to the fielders
at a great speed, but that is the virtue
of his bowling, and on such a wicket his
great speed is futile unless catches in
 the slips and behind the wicket are
| snapped up

Harris was missed at 23 and 27, and
Copley at 15, and Taylor was also missed.
Two of these errors were made by
Barnes, one by Ikin, and one by Lockett,
all very reliable as a rule, If these
chances had been taken, not only would
Boon have had a good analysis, instead
of being debited with 59 runs without a
Wicket, but Notts would almost certainly
have been dismisseq in time for Staffs.
to win comfortably. Knowles played by
far the best innings for Notts, but even
he would probably have been caught be-
hind the wicket off Boon had Cross's
fingers been sound. He hit a six and
eleven fours.

Notts 10.—1st innings

S, Do Rhodes b Barnes oo, 20
Keeton ¢ Woodhouse b Lockett ... 31
_ Harris ¢ Hollowood b Barneg ...... 5
" Hardstaff ¢ Lockett b Boon .

Knowles b Boon 5
Copley lbw b Barnes . e 12
Taylor ¢ Boon b Barnes ............... 4
Gi. 8. Robertson ¢ Barnes b Lockett 20
R. D. Bland b Lockett ......cc...... . 0
Wheat not out ....cccceevennnnn. e 8
Robinson ¢ Woodhouse b Barnes ... &

Extras .....ooveveeens 8

Total ......... 1;—2
! 2nd Innings
8. D. Rhodes b Barnes .......... sovew 12

Keeton b Barnes o 14
Harris ¢ Lockett b Woodhouse ... 51
Hardstaff ¢ Boon b Barnes .........

Knowles ¢ Fitton b Lockett .
Copley not out ...............
Taylor not out

Extras ...

Total (inns. closed) ...... 256
8taffordshire.—1st Innings

H. E. Bourne run out ...............
G. A. Fitton ¢ Harris b Bland .
H. W, Homer lbw b Rhodes ....
A. W. Tkin b_Robinson .....
W. H. Ellerket lbw b Harris
Barnes b Hamig ..............
F. Woodhouse b Robertson .
Lockett ¢ and b Robertson ......... 23
E. P. Crosg ¢ Harris b Robertson ... 4
R. Hollowood ¢ Hardstaff b Robinson 4
Boon not out ............ce,.n. . 0
Ertras ...oociiiinn, 12

b 1 7:) 234

2nd Inninge

H. E. Bourne not ont ...
G. A. Fitton b Roberlson .......... -
A. W. Ikin ¢ Harris b Robertson ... 1
Lockett lbw b Rhodes ..
Extras .....ooooe.....

BOWLING ANALYSIS>
Notta I1.—1st Inna, 2nd Inns.

O.M.RW., O.MRW.

Barnes ...... 34 9 57 b 28 717 3
Boon ..o 12 13 2 20 359 0
Lockett ... 21 543 3 17 643 1
Fllerker ois — — — 6 223 0
Hollowood v e ee — . 702 0
Waoodhoure 110 ee e e o 8 117 1
Stafis.~1at Inns. 2nd Inna.
O.M.R.W. O.M.R.W.
Band v 28 657 1 6505
Harria oo 30 0B8R Yo o
Riowles e 3 011 0 :

| g:n:vlnnnn I LY Y ) S

obertron ., 11 423 3 11

: Rhodes ... 7T 216 1 2.2(6)23 %
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WASHED-OUT.

&

CRICKET

Long and Drearyh Wait
at Porthill.

FALL OF WICKETS.
Bucks.~—First Innings.
2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9

-

10
33 41 42 46 67 67 81 15 165
Staffordshire.—First Innings.
1 2 3 4

34 345

SEVEN MATCHES OFF.

e
pg

to-day.

Middiesex, Kent v. Gloucéster,

Staffordshire’s Minor Counties

be possible.

Rain-sodden wickets played havoc with County cricket

No fewer than seven first-class matches were abandoned,
these being : Yorkshire v, Lancashire, Surrey v. Notts, Sussex v.

shire v. Warwickshire and Glamorgan v. South Africa.
Late this afternoon no play had been possible at Porthill, in

At Porthill, it was still unfit for play at four o’clock, but
it was decided to wait another hour in the hope that play might

e
g

Hampshire v. Somerset, Derby-

fixture with Buckinghamshire,

POOLS OF WATER.

Staffordshire’s Matcjh
Held Up.

PORTHILL, Tuesday.
When stumps were drawn at Porthill
last night, the Minor Countles game
between Staffordshire and Buckingham-
shire was left in an Interesting posi-
tion, the home county being 67 runs
‘behind with six wickets in hand.

Buckinghamshire's patient display came to
an end shortly after the tea interval. the two
outstanding wickets falling for an addition of
13 runs. The visitors batted for two hours and
80 munutes.

Burnes was once again the prime instru-
ment of destruction, and his figures of seven
for 43 are impressive even for the former
England bowler.

Except for a bright interlude by O. C.
Battcock, the only left-hander in the side,
who hit a couple of 4's off Barnes, the cricket
was extremely sedate. Battcock was out to &
briliant running catch on the boundary by
Ellerker, the most dramatic incident of the

day.

‘When S8taffordshire batted the wicket was
| getting more difficult, and the home county
lost four wickets for 88 runs before play
ceased for the day.

Start Delayed.

Torrential rain during the night made a
punctual resumption of the gam-> this morn-
ing out of the question. At eleven o'clock,
when play should have started, water was
standing on some parts of the pitch. and the
umpires announced that it might be sgome
hours before a resumption wag possible.

At 11.80, although a number of dark clouds
still hung about, the sun came out and
encouraged hopes of the wicRet and outfield
drying more rapidly than had seemed possible
@ little earlicr.

A urther inspection of the wicket was
mede at mid-day, when it was decided there
could be no play before lunch, which would
be taken at the usual time. Water was still
visible in the middie of the pitch.

After lunch the wicket was still scarcely fit
for play. and it was decided to make a furtner
inspection at three o'clock.

Still Walting.

1t was 3.10 when the captains, who had
taken out of the umpires' rFands the responsi-
bility of deciding upon the fliness of the wicket,

egain inspected the piteh.

After a lengthy consultation, they decided a
further wait would be necessary, as the pitch
was still very wet.

Tne stumps were pitched, and the light roller
Wwas put on.

A [}au‘-smt‘d crowd waited patlently for the

anie to resume.

8 Yesterday, in spite of the unsettled weather,
over £50 was taken at the gates.

When the caprains inspected the wicket at
four o'clock. they decided it was still unfit for
play. It was stated that an early tea would
be taken. and, if the wicket proved to be still
unfit when yet another inspection was made at
five o'clock. the game would be abandoned.

In the Minor Counties Competition five points
coun, for a win, three for a win on first innings.
and one point 1s gamned by the county behind
on first innings. In the event of no decislon,
the game does not count in the championship.

BUCKS.—First i{nnings.

W B Franklin ¢ and b Barnes .. 13
R H Brooke ¢ Green b Boon .... 12
A G Skinner b Lockett ....A.... 41
W E Hazelton ¢ Green b Boon .... 3
F M Walker b Barnes ...... 1
Pi'chford c Ilkin b Barnes ... . 2
W H Southall b Barnes 8

Bourne b

E H Btevens-Davies ¢

Barnes
O C Battcock c¢ Ellerker b Barnes 12
R H Rutter not out ]

Edwards b Barnes .....ccce0.000 0
EXtra  .ccoeeeeae o vwen ¢ viw L
 1o]4: ) R ...108

STAFFORDSHIRE.—First Innings.

G A Fltton b Edwards
H E Bourne not out
L H Crump ¢ Stevens-Davis

b Pitchford 2

W H Ellerker b Pitchford ........ 0

A W Ikin b Edwards 0

Jd Boon not out ...... ..0

BXUEE o vves s s & 1

Total (for ¢ wkis) ...... ;8
BOWLING ANALYSIS,
Buacks.—~First Innings.

O. M. R. W.

Barnes 304.,13 .. 43 .. 7

Lockett 22 .. 8 .. 3 .. 1

Boon (J) 1y e 3

oo 4 .. 20
Lockett bowled three no-balls,

31
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SEDATE BATTING
PORTHILL. |

AT

<>
g

Bai'nes and Boon Trouble
Batsmen.

Bucks.

Y

EIGHT . WICKETS - DOWN.

e
\ g

August Bank Holiday Week is also Potteries Cricket
Week, for the Staffordshire county eleven have fixtures with
Buckinghamshire and Lancashire II.

A wet wicket delayed the start of the match against Bucks.

at Porthill to-day. .

Effective bowling by Barnes was a feature of the early play,
the visiting batsmen treating his deliveries with great caution.

Consequently scoring was slow.

" Half the Bucks. side were out for 46 runs, thanks to
consistently good bowling by Barnes and Boon.

The eighth wicket fell late this afternoon.

when Boon superseded Lockett, who had
bowled steadlily for an hour.

with only & single added, Boon, with the
last ball of his second over, got Brooke caught
at the wicket, Green takiny a sharp chance
smartly on the leg side. Boon's pace was
troubling the batsmen, and W. E. Hazelton,
who was now parinering Skinner, knek very
little about the ball which found its way into
the slips, for Barnes to make a great effort at
a catch. The ball dropped just short of the
fieldsman. Hazelton, having fa'led in one or
two attempts at a blg hit, tried to cut Boon,
and was well taken by Green with the total at
41,

Half the Side Out.

F. M. Walker, th enext man in. nad an un-
comfortable five minutes against Barnes before
succumbing to the veteran with the  score
advanced by only a single.

Four wickets wcre now down for 42.

Pitchfield, wno is private coach and grounds-
mon to Mr. Authony de Rothschild, joined
8kinner the Oundai boy. and having scored two
singles. knocked up a delivery from Barnes to
Jkin, flelding close at poin:. Half the side
ware now out for 46 runs, after 85 minutes’
batting.

W. H. Southall, who comes from Slough, and
has put up seme good performances in London
club cricket, joined Skinner, and play pro-
ceeded as sedately as ever. The only sound
which broke the stillness for some time was
the cry of an umpire no-balling Lockett for the
third time in the innings.

The 50 went up after 100 minutes’ batting.

BUCKS,—First Innings,

W B Franklin ¢ and b Barnes .. 13
R H Brooke ¢ Green b Boon . 12
A G Bkinner not out ..... &7
W E Hazelton ¢ Green b Boon 2
F M Walker b Barnes ..... 1
Plitchford c Ilkin b Barnes ... 2

W H BSouthall b Barnes ........
E H B8tevens-Davies ¢ Bowmne b
Barnes .......... win e et ity @ 0
O O Battcock ¢ Ellerker b Barnes 12
R H Rutter not out ........c.000. 0
Extras

sees # vl snenanawie 1

L Total (for 8 wkts) ...... 92

WET WICKET DELAYS START.

PORTHILL, Monday.

It was unfortunate for Btaffordshire
that the weather was 50 unpromising
this morning, for there was only a
handful of spectators at Porthill when
thelr attractive holiday match with
Buckinghamshire, in the Minor Coun-
tles Competition should have started.

No doubt the news that the heavy overnight
rain had saturated the wicket to such an
extent as to make play at the advertised)
time impossible, had spread.

Beveral inspections had been made during
the morning, and the only decision the umpires
could arrive at was to inspect the wicket again
at mid-day,

The wicket was in fair conditlon, but the
water had drained off the covers, and lain in
pools on the pavillon side of the pitch,

Bawdust was plentifully applied, and, when
the captains viewed the wicket again at noon,
they agreed to take an early lunch, and start
at 1.45, providing there was no more rain.

Visltors’ Strong Team.

There was no change in the selected Stafford~
shire team, and Buckinghamshire, for their
firat visit to the Potteries, had brought a repre-
sentative side. W. B, Franklin, who has kept
wicket for the Gentlemen at Lord's, was cap-
tain, and W. E. Hazelton, s bowler, who played

for the Minor Counties against the Bouth
Alfricans at Stoke this year, and Edwards, who
hags been professional for Haslingden, in the
Lancashire League for five years, were included
in the team.

A number of young public schioo} and Univer-
sity players completed the side.

W. E. Franklin won the toss for Bucking-
hemshire, and decided to bat.

The heavy roller was put on, and this
ln-%ught some moisture to the top at the marah
end.

The umpries had the captains out to inspect
the pitch, but the skippars declded to pley
immediately, and W, B. Frankln and R. H. J.
Brooke opened the visitors’ innings at 1.65 p.m.

Batsmen Cautious. )

Barnes opened from the pavillon end with &
meaiden to Brooke, who, by the way, achieved
some little distinction early this season b,y
carrying his bat in every innings for 8t. John's
College, Oxford, for a period of nearly two
months. Lockett was the bowler at the other
end, and Franklin glanced his first ball to leg
for a couple. An on drive for four by the
visitors’ captain off & no-ball from the Oldham
professional was the only other scoring stroke
in the first four overs.

Barnes demanded caref! watching, and it
was not until the last ball of his third over
that Brooke square-cut him for a single.

Nelther bowler was easy to score from, and
the Innings had befn 1lri grogres.s 20 minutes
when the ten was signalled.

Despite the fact that it was dull and threat-
enlng overhead, there was quite & good ring ot
spectators, and they saw some well judged
running, several sharp singles being snatched.

When he was 10, Franklin was missed behind
the wicket off Lockett, and he signalised his
apprecigtion of the escape with a pretty shot
to leg for two next ball. Elleker was applauded
for & smart piece of flelding on the boundary,
which robbed Franklin of a four.

With the score 17. Franklin, with his own
total on the mark which the superstitious call
the “unlucky 18,” was splendidly caught by
Barnes, off his own bowling

This was the last ball of the famous bowler’'s
sixth over, and play had lasted nearly 38
minutes.

Play continued siow, and A. G. Bkinner joined
Brooke. Both batsmen found {t necessary to
cut the pitch frequently—a sure sign of
uneasiness, for they were heaten several times
by balls which just missed the wickets.

Forty-five minutes’ play ylelded 25 runs, and
In his first elght overs Barnes conceded an
average of one run per over.

Cooke, who scored 99 against Kent II. at
Bletchley Park last week, showed a sound
defence agalnst Barnes. Having batted 56
minutes for seven, he was missed by Boon at
sccond slp, off Barnes, and hli the English
howler to square-leg for four next ball,

First Bowling Change,
The first howling change was made at 32,

32
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CLAIMS FIVE OF FIRST
SIX WICKETS.

&

Run-getting v
Stoke.

4

Difficult at

FIELDING BLUNDERS.

-
>

Despite several fielding lapses, the Staffordshire bowlers
were definitely on top in their match with Lancashire II. at Stoke

to-day.

A wet wicket caused an hour’s delay in the start of the game,
but by lunch two men were out for 43, both victims of Barnes.

After the interval, Barnes

batsmen and half the side was out for 68 runs.
wicket fell at 79, the former England bowler claiming five of

them.

With the fall of the seventh wicket at 107, bad light caused

play to be suspended.

continued to puzzle the visiting
The sixth

CAUTIOUS

BTOKE, Wednesday.

After the heavy rain during the night]
the wicket at the Old County Ground,
Stoke, was 50 wet this morning that
the start in the Minor Counties match
between Staffordshire and Lancashire
II.—the second game of the PotterlesL
Cricket Week—was delayed.

At 1140, ten minutes after the advertised!
time of starting, an inspection of the wicket|
was made, and it was agreea to start at 12.30.

Peter Higson, who Js skippering the Lanca-
gt;im II. team, won the toss, and decided to

t.

Three changes were made in the Btafford-
shire team compared with the side which last
on the first innings yesterday against Buck-
inghamshire, at Porthill, H. W. Homer and J.
Woodhouse, of Old Hill, and E. P. Cross, the
Moseley wicket-keeper, taking the places of H.
E. Bourne, L. H. Crump and G. B. Green.

In the Lancashire II. team two changes were
made from the slde that took first innings
points from Yorkshire II. at Old Trafford

esterday, Prestcn and Wilson coming tn for
aynter and Holroyd, who are playing for the
first team in McDonald's benefit match against
Middlesex to-day.

Lolroyd took seven for 87 in the Yorkshire
II. innings, and Paynter scored 87 after going
in first for the second team of last year's
champions,

Ellcker, from the station end, and Boon
opened the bowling for Btaffordshire, Parkin-
eon, who was partnered by Halliday, getting
2 single off Boon's opening over.

The game batsman pulled Ellerker to leg for
a pretty 4 and the 10 went up after 16 minutes

batting,
Barnes’ Tweo in Twao.

Barnes, fulfilling the unusual role of first
change bowler, displaced Boon at 18, Parkinson
drove higs second ball nicely through the covers
for two, only to he bowled middle stump two
balls later.

The newcomer, Horridge, wss completeiy
heaten the next ball. He played forward and
had his middle stump knocked back.

Would Barnes do the “ hat trick”? That
was the question. Latehford disappointed an
edpectant crowd by playing the last ball of the
over safely to mid-off.

A quteter periou followed until  Halliday
made o lofty hit in‘n the decp off Ellerker.

Halliday, of course, has played falrly regu-

'was well taken on the boundary by Smith.

BATTING.

most part he was content to keep a straight
bat to balls that at times ripped off the pitch
smartly.

When a loose one came along, however, he
was not afraid to mete out the punishment it
descrved, and a short one from Lockett went
to the square-leg boundary at express specd.

This was not Arthur Ikin's lucky day. At 76
Booth cut Burnes sharply, but IKin failed to
hold the catch, though admittedly It was a
sharp chance.

Without addition to the total Lockett gave
way to Boon. and Bufterworth survived an
appeal for a catch at the wicket in the fast
bowler's first over.

More Blunders.

Another appeal by Boon was refused and
then Cross failed to hold a catch by Booth, just
a8 the fast bowler turned appealingly to the
umplire.

It was still dull and cold, and only a small
crowd saw Lockett bring off a brilhant calch
at first slip to dismiss Butterworth. The Old-
ham profcssional took the ball with his right
hand as it wasswerving away from him, and
although he rolled over, retained his hold.

Farrimond, Duckwortn’s capable undcrstudy,
oW partnered Eooth, and hit Boon to leg for
four, but was then mitsed by Ellerker in the
slips off the fast bowler, while Woodhouwr, at
cover, dropped Booth, Earnes again being the
bowler to suffer. Burnes, at this point, had
taken five for 41.

Like the westher, the cricket was dull, the
100 being signalled after two hours and 25
minutes, a pretty leg glance by Booth, at
Barnes' expense, sendlng up the three figurcs

By cricket that was obvlously correct, Booth
and Farrimond were making w useful stand.

The palr advanced the total to 107 when
Booth was caught at the wicket off Boon. With
Rushton in, an appeal against the light was up-
held, tea being taken.

LANCASHIRE I1.—First Innings.
Halliday ¢ Cross b Lockett ........ 23

Parkinson b Barnes ...... 13
Horridge b Barnes ...... 0
Latchford ¢ 8mith - Barne 21

H R W Butterworth ¢ Lockctt b

Barnes ............... .. .00, 6
P Higson lbw b Barnes ... 1
Booth ¢ Cross b Beon ... 20
Farrimand not out ... 12
Rushton not out .........o0.u... 0

EXUERE o oo 3 onl 0905 § 055 « 8
Total «for 7 wkts) 107

Bad light stoppcd play,

FALL OF WICKETS.
Lancashire Il.—First Inninge
1 2 3 4 5 [¢]
21 21 67 61 68 18

Ay r the first team this season, without
:ﬁlige rt?)lﬁllln;; his promise, bu. Latchtord is
uite a youngster |oiling from the Lelgh
istrict. 1
The palr played confidently. hut Hallic r‘ny
was lucky once when he tried to drive Barnes,
and <he ball flew high over the slips.  Yet he
made amends with a nl;:e' on-drive for 4 off

the same bow er a little later.

Aaron Lockett came on vice Ellerker at 38,
and. quickly gnding his length, yielded onl}/) 0
single in hig first two overs. It was dull ouf-
head, and, with the absence of sun, the wicket
was playlng fairly cusily. ]

Hull)lld\ixygund Latchford,  playing  sound
ericket, sent the score along steadily, lunch
being taken with the total 45 for two, scored
i our.
mlatnb:c::;ne very dull during the lunchcon “H
terval, but the Lhrea',cntvd“rum kept ofl, an

;a8 resumed punctually.
Dh}lym:amoming the pitch had not pocr} rt.‘spoln-
slve to spin, which accounts for Luv‘rm»r, who
powls swingers, opening the attack mth‘Boon‘

Barnes and Lockett were the bowlers upm]]
the resumption, and Latchford, who .bnt's in 41
free and attractive style, off-drove Bar n{'..s'ror A
but then cockeidl the ball up dangerously nea

. point.
Ik!{?&\l:l‘lldr?y also gave Ikin a chance, the
Chell man failing to take the ball in his Jeft
hend. Barnes being the bowler to sutler,

Staffordshire’s fielding was passmg»nhrough
a shaky period at this Hm(“' for um-xt
Halliday had survived an uncomfortable over
from Lockett, Latchford was missed by Homer
at mid-on.

Half the Side Out.

A smart catch behind the wicket by Cross
off Lockett sent Hallidey back at 67, scored in
85 minutes.

Without addition to the score, Latchford,
iy attempting to hit Burnes out of the ground,

Higson now Joined H. R. W. Butterworth,
the Cambridge Blue, who played in this year's
'Varsity match. )

They were not together long, Higson being
out lbw on Barnes' appeal, after adding a
single,

This meant half the side were out for 68,
and with Booth and Butterworth together they
played continuously as the position of thewr
side demanded.

Butterworth hit the ball through the pavillon
window at Old Trafford yesterday, but he did
not atlempt a smilar feat to-day, For the
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INCONSISTENT DISPLAY
- BY HOME TEAM.

1.

Valuable Seéond Wicket
Stand.

40. RUNS ADVANTAGE.

runs.

for 62.

e
v

Staffordshire, though showing inconsistent form, gained
first innings lead over Lancashire II. at Stoke to-day.

A bad start was retrieved by Homer and Woodhouse, the
Old Hill batsmén, who had a second wicket partnership of 87
Both were unfortunate to miss the half-century.

Ellerker and Ikin also made useful scores, and a lead of 40
runs was gained, the innings closing for 150. Preston took five

STOKE, Thursday.

For the first time during the four
days of the Potteries Cricket Week, it
was possible to make a punctupl start
to-dey, H. W. Homer and G. A. Fitton
beginning Stafigtdshire’s Airst innings
against LandBhire II, promptly at 11
o'clock.

After a delayed start and two stoppages
for rain, the visitors had scored 150 after
3 hours and 40 minutes actual play on the
opening day.

Barnes, with the splendid figures of seven
for 85, was once again the mainstay of the
home attack,

The night had passed without s heavy down-
pour, and it was agreeably bright when play
was resumed this morning, although a number
of dark clouds still hovered overhead,

A Quiet Start.

Preston, a fast right hand bowler, who
operated from the pavilion end, and Booth,
also a right hander, but of medium pace,
opened the attack, and the start was as quiet
88 anything seen yesterday, four overs yield-
ing only a single to Fitton, who glanced the
last ball of Preston's opening over to leg.

Homer opened his account by glancing &
ball from Preston neatly through the covers
for two.

With eight runs scored in 25 minutes, Fitton
had his middle stump disturbed by Preston,
the batsman being beaten by the pace of the
ball off the pitch,

J. Woodhouse, the promising Old Hill player.
Jowned his club mate, and the pair found the
greatest dufficulty in getting the ball away, only
;(l)ayrw being on the board after 40 minutes

Lancashire’s fleld was well placed, and their
ground work clean. factors which accounted in
part for the fact that nine of the first fifteen
overs gent down were maidens,

Two Boundaries,

A pretty cut by Woodhouse off the fast
bowler, an . a leg kit by Homer yielded boun-
daries which sent ‘he 20 up when the innings
was 60 minutes old,

Booth changed ends at 21, Rushton, another
right hand medium pace bowler. operating
from the station end.

The change did not appear to benefi- Booth,
for re gave Homer & ful' toss which the bats-
man streghtway ser.t to the boundary. Wilson,
slow lett hand. took Booth's place next over.

Two overpitched balls from the left-hander
were converted into 4’5 by Woodhouse but for
the maost part the batsmen were content to play
for safety, and the crickel waz singularly
uneventful. ~

Steadily the runs mounted up, and if the
partnership lacked spackle, it was certainly

SLOW SCORING AT START.

ing a sohd and useful foundation to the
;?L)ymegcounty's innings, and the small crowd
was fully appreciative of the good strokes
which flashed out from time to time.

Woodhouse who made his debut at Trent
Bridge a fortnight ago, when he scoredh 49,
again showed that in t.me the county have
made a real “find.”” He has a watchful defence,
and can hit with powexl- his Shots through the

vers being delighttully made. .
coso obsl'm%ue w%re the Old Hill pair proving
that repeated bowling changes were made,
Latchford coming on at 51 and Butterworth at
50. The Cambridge piayer, who enabled lesvon
to change ends, opened with & maiden. He was
the sixth bowler tried.

By carefully placed shots along th'a ground,
the score mounted by onc's and two's, and at
72 Preston were recalled, this time being tried
at the railway end.

Another Bowler!

After the recent heavy rains the outfleld was
dead, and this tended lto re.(tiucc rme rate of

oring in this admirable partnership
.CAB gl] the efforts of the Lancashire bowlers
were being defied, a seventh weapon in the
visitors' armoury was tried at 84, Butteryvorth
giving way to Horridge. The newcomers leg
breaks had no more effect than his pre-
decessors’ efforts and it was left to Preston to
break the partnership, after it had added 87
in practically 1% hours. Woodhouse tried to
turn the fast bowler and was taken by Halliday
at fine leg, the fieldsman caking the ball smartky
above his head. In an extremely valuable
innings, tl.e Birmingham League player had
batted without a mistake, his strokes including

4's

m\l{“rour ‘byes resulted in the hundred being
signalled after two hours snd 20 rainutes bat-
ting, the home county having put up the three
figures in five minutes less than the visitors took

¢ before being caught at the wicket off a
Lellvery which got up quickly and caught him
two minds.

‘This left the game in an interesting position
for half the side were now out, and 21 runs
were still remaining for first innings lead.

Booth was bowling particularly well, and no
me was comfortable against him. When he
gg:'led 8mith at 142, only three runs had

D knocked off him in teh last four overs.

Preston, too, required careful watching. and
mithout addition to the total Heath fell a
Hetim to hun, being caught by Halllday at
ine ley.

Nine runs were required for the lead when
W. H. Ellerker and A. W. Ikin came together.

Ellerker, by the way, did not miss a catch

the slips yesterday.  The ball rebounded off

s, and the Smethwick man made a gallant
art to snap up the rebound.

A four by Ikin brought the scores level, and
L&mlc from the same player gave Stafford-

the Jead, after 83 hours' batting. )

Ellerker, before he had scored, was missed
by Higson at mid-off. The pair had added 34
runs when Ikin jumped out to Wilson and was
easlly stumped.

The Farrimond-Wilson combination also dis-
missed Cross and Boon, the innings closing for
190—a lead of 40.

LANCASHIRE (I.—First lonings.

Halliday ¢ Cross b Lockett ........ 23
Parkinson b Barnes .............. 13
Horridge b Barnes .............. 0

Latchford ¢ 8mith - Barnes
HRW

Barnes
P Higson lbw‘b Barnes ...
Booth ¢ Cross b Boon ....
Farrimond not out
Rushton b Barnes
Preston b Ellerker

Extras ......
Total
STAFFORDSHIRE.—First Innings.
G A Fitton b Preston

H W Homer lbw b Booth 4
J Woodhouse ¢ Halliday b Preston 44
Barnes b Preston 4
J 8 Heath ¢ Halllday b Preston .. 7

A Lockett ¢ Farrimond b Preston .. 17
A 8mith b Booth .............. 2
W H Ellerker not out .......... 19

A W Tkin st Farrimond h Wilson 20

E P Cross ¢ Farrimond b Wilson .. 1
Boon st Farrimond b Wilson .... 4
Total ........ — ]

Later.—Lancs., 21 Zor 1.
BOWLING ANALYSIS.:
Lancashire,—First Innings.

0. M. R. w.
Barnes .313.. 9 556 17
Boon ....15 .. 4 43 b !
Lockett .., 17 .. 17 24 1
y Ellerker .. 10 .. 3 .. 18 .. 1
la.,ockett bowled two no-balls and Boon one
wide.
Staffordshire.~—First Innings,
Preston .. 31 ., 13 62 ,. 5
Butterworth 4 .. 1 13 .. 0
th ... 28 .12 . 38 .. 2
4 Rushton .. 7 .. 2 .. 13 . 0
Horridge .. 4 .. 2 . 8 ..0
Wilson .. 114.. 2 33 .. 3
Latchford . 2 0o .. 6 .. 0
FALL OF WICKETS.
Lancashire Il.—First Innings,

1 2 3 4 5 6 17 8 9 10
21 21 67 67 68 70 108 120 145 150
Staffordshire.—First Innings.

1 2 3 4 5 (] 7 8 9 10
8 95 111 114 137 142 142 176 178 180
4

Y
- STAFFORDSHIRE TEAM TO MEET
NOTTS II.

Two places remain to be filled in theg Staf-
fordshire team to meet Notts II. at Stoke next
Monday and Tuesday. H. W. Homer and J.
Woodhouse are unable to play, otherwise the
slde will be the same as against Lancashire II.

ye%ﬁﬁgf who came in when the second wicket
fell at 98, was nearly a quarter of an hour
before he scored by hitting Booth for two.

There was a disappoin‘ment in Stcre in the
last over before lunch., Homer, after batting
faultlessly for 2} hours, being given out for
obstruction, on an appeal by Booth, when one
ghort, of his 60.

Barnes Qut.

It was dull when the game was resumed
with Staffordshire needingz 40 runs for the first
innings lead.

Barnes did not las’ long, for with three runs
added he was bowled by the last ball of Pres-
ton's over, and Lockett came out to partner the
Stafordshire captiin.

Lockett lost no time in getting off the marlk,
and straight drove and pulled Preston to leg for
4's off Buccessive balls.

Fight for the Lead,
Lackett punched the fast bowler for another
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STAFFS.” BRILLIANT
VICTORY.

Lancashire II. Beaten by
Eight Wickets.

Although It was not until 3.50 that Stafford-
shire, in their Minor Countles match with
Lancashire 1I. at Stoke ycesterday, completed
thelr first innings to galn a lead ot 40 runs,
in the comparatively short time left for play
they succerded In galning an amazing victory
by ecight wickets.

A brillant piece of bowling by Barnes, who
took nine for 32, including six for 15 after
tea, and some wonderful slip catching by
Ellerker, saw Lancashire dismissed for 65, and
claiming the extra half-hour 8taffordshire
knocked off the 268 runs required for the loss
of two wickets, with a quarter of an hour to
spare.

The Lancashire second innings lasted one
tour 55 minutes. While Farrimond and Butter-
vorth were together the visitors appearced to
have a slight chance of saving the game, but
four wickets fell at 62. three to great catches
bg Ellerker. and the way was clear for Staflord-
shire's great victory.

It was a nowlers” wicket and Barnes took full
advantage of i{t. Only Halliday, who hit him
for a 6 and 4. before being caught on the
boundary. faced hiin with any confidence.

LANCASHIRE 1L—FIrst Innings.
Halliday ¢ Cross b Lockett ... ... 23
Parkinson b Barnes ........
Horr!dge b Barnes
Latchford ¢ Smith - Barnea
H Butterworth ¢ Lockett b Barnes 6
P Hieson [bw b Barnes .......... 1

Floth « Cross b Boon 20
Farrimond not out . 28
Rushton b Barmnes .. .11
Preston b Ellerker ... . 9
Wilson r Fitton be Barnes . .2
EXUFES  wan wwn v s omn s e )
TTORL. s o v % 056 5 0097 R & 150
Lancashire II.—Second Innings.

Halliday ¢ Fitte.. b Barnes . ..... 21
Parkinson ¢ Lockett b Barnes ... 0
Horridye m W b BATHOS o v on 5 w6 5
Latenford ¢ Cross b Barnes . ..... 18

H Butterworth ¢ Ellerker b Barnes 4
Booth b Barres .............. .5
Farrimond ¢ Ellerker b Barnes .., ©
Rushton ¢ Smith b Barnes ...... 0

P Hivs<nn ¢ Ellerker b Lockett 0
Precon not out o i 3
Wilson ¢ Tkin b Barnes . 0
£t 3
Tola 3 5 o 4 10D

STAV FORD\"IRI —l qut lnnlngq
G A Ittton b Preston .. .. .2
H W Homer lhw b Booth .... 49
J Woodhouse ¢ Halliday b Prrxum 44
Barnes b Preston .4
J 8 Heath ¢ Halbhday b Pri 'wfnn T
A Lockett ¢ Farrimond b Preston ., 17
L Smih B Brothh couvaen s s s

W H El'rrker not out 19
A W lkin ot Farrimond b Wilson 20
I P Croes ¢ Forrimond b Wilson .. 1
Boon st Farrimond b Wilson 4
Extros e : v s G ¥ 21
Tolol,  sop s s pms v ... 190

Staffordshire—Second Innings.

A Lockett b Preston oo o 0
F Woadhiouse ¢ Higson b Booth .. 2
A W Tkin not out ..., 6
W I Elierker not out 8
Extras e sueh B ohis £ T 1
Total (for 2 wkts) 20
BOWLING ANALYSIS,
Lancashire.—First Innings.
O M. W.
B4rnr‘s L3133, 08 . 5,} T |
Boon 15 .. 4 .. 43 1
Lockett .. 17 7 .. 2 1
Ellctker .. 10 .. 3 . 18 1
Lancashire H—’wmnd innlnn
Barivs .. 201., 5 .
Fllevker 2 e b e H s O
Lockett, .. 16 .. 8 .. 15 ..
Boon T e 0 se T oW U
Htuﬁarduhlre ~Firnt ﬂnnlngq.
Presten .. 31 13 62 .. 6
Buttrrworth 4 1 .. 13 .. 0
Boothh ... 28 12 .. 36 .. 2
Rughton 7 2 .. 13 .. 0
Horrdee 4 .. 2 .. 6 .. 0
Wiison o 114.. 2 .. 33 .. 3
Latehford . 2 .. 0 X 6 1]

St
Baoti .
Prestan . 2 0 13 . 1
Wilson o1 0 4 .. 0
FALL OF WICKETS.
F.ancashire 1L.—First Innings
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2121 67 67 68 79 106 120 145 150

affardshire.—Second Innings.
B 8 .

_Lancashire 11.—Second  Innings.

Vo Ty L e s 9 10
o202 4y 4 oz 62 62 62 65
\la"nm hiye ——First Innings,

1 2 4 5 6 i 3 9 10
8 g5 111 27 142 142 176 178 180
1 Mattordshire.—sccond Innings. ..

n o
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First Encounter with Bucks

A SOFT WICKET AT PORTHILL

By “THE CRITIC"

It is rather singuler that though
Staffordshire and Bucks, have b2en par-
ticipating in the Minor Counties’ Com-
petition continuously since the begin-
ming of the century. the two counties
had never met until Monday, when
Buckingham ojpened Staffordshire's an-
nual Wakes cricket festival and pro-
vidled a strong attraction at Porthill.
Happily ther: wasz a marked improve-
ment in the weather. but heavy rain in
the night had left the ground so wet
that the start was delaved until almost
two o'clock, and this, no doubt, had a
detrimental effect on the attendance.
There was, however, a nice ring of spec-
tators in the afternoon to watch a keen
strugzle between bat and ball on a piteh
which was not difficult at the start, lat
becante tricky lator. Staffordshire were
not at full strength, H, W. Homer aml
E. P. Cross being amongst the absen-
tees. &

W. B. Franklyn, distinguiched both
as wicket-keeper and batsman, seemed
to have gained an advantage for his
county in win.ing the toss, but the
visitors feund the Staffordshire bowling
g0 accurate that, even when it was not
.easy to turn the ball, they were kcpt on
the defensive, and did not attempt fore-
ing tactics. Franklyn, following a
highly prolifie season in 1928, has struck
—a~bad patch this time, and has latterly
tried going in first jn an attempt to
charge his luck. £o he opened the inn-
ings with R. H. I, Brooke, and cer-
tain!y secmed to be in luck when, with
his score at 10 h2 was let off at the
wicket by Gieen from Lockett’s bowling,
However, he tried straight-driving
Barnes, who shot out his right hand and
held a caich that made the spectators
gasp. Brooke, who played a fine inn-
ings of 99 for *the county against Keat
11. the other day, was patience personi-
fied and. with A. G. Skinner adopting
a somewhat similar role, progress was
very slow. DBoth Barnes and Lnckatt
bowled well, and the veteran's leg-break
had both batsmen completely lLeaten a
number of times. When DBrooke had
been at the wicket 55 minutes and
scored 7 he should have been a victim
to Barnes, for he edged one up to Boon
in the slips, but the ficlder allowed it
to bit him in the chest and failed to
secure it. Boon vice Lockgtt was a
successful changs, for Brooke. trying to
glide a leg-Lall. was well caught by the
wicket-keeper, and Hazelton fell in the
same way in trying to cut the fast
bowler. Then Barnes's consistently
good bewling met  with reward, for |
Walker was bowled in attempting a|
drive, and Pitchford cocked one up to
point; whilst after Southall had heiped
kinner to add 21 he was bowled by a
beauty from Barnes, and Stevens bhavis
put up an easy cateh to mid-on, Seven
wicketa were dowyy at this point for 67,
and Barics had howled 22 overa fop 23
runs and 5 wickets, O, W, DBatteocs, a
left-hander. used the long handle to
Barnes, but his first hit ehould have |
been fatal. Ellerker misjudging a cateh |
on the easy l2g boundary. It counted
four instead of a wicket, and he got an-
other for an off-drive in the same over.
but lifting anoth2r one to leg he was
out to a fine running catch by Ellerker.
Skinrzr had a life with his score at 21.
Barnes failing to hold a low cateh in
the slips off Boon, and the 9th wicket
added 23, the Lest partnership cf the
innings, before Skinner nomentarily |
lost hig restraint, “had a go” at Locket(.‘
and was bowled. He had played a great
gan:2 for his side, and had been ai the
wicket 2§ hours. Edwards gave no
trouble. and Parneg came out with the
gplendid analysis of 7 for 43. Boon also
bowled very well. but T thought Lockett
was bardly at hie best, though he de.
gerved hotter figuras than b got,  Field-
ing errora ccrtainly added materially to
¢he visitors' total, and these slips have
been top fraquent of late. he slip
catching has boen faulty, though an
exception must be made of Lockett.
Stafiordshire had the anxious task of

gtarting their innings on a »ieket
rapidly gotting more difficult, at the fag-
end of the day, and, as g0 often hap-
an%, had a disastrous time. Fitton |
and Bourne opened with promising eon-
fidence againat Hazelton and Fdwards.
The amateur 18 a medium-pace n;.:ht:
arm howler. and the professional 8low
i~ i both Bave made big repu-
left-arm, &1t oll for 40 minutes
gationa, All went well 10T Iminuies,

ool 10 bt 192

e

but then the cffect of the roller was
obviously wearing off. and Edwards hav-
ing changed over, and Pitchiford, slow
right-arm. come on at the Marsh end,
matters went badly indeed. Edwards
turne:d one hack to bowl the left-hand-r,
an( seven ruus later Crump was qnnghz
at short leg and Ellerker bowlerd in the
same over. It was a shooter teat beat
the Smethwick man, as it would most
batsmen. :
Another disaster followed, for Ed-
wards, whose forte usually is the left-
hander's natural break-back, made one
go with his arm the other way 1o knock
back Ikin's middie stump. Again it was
a bal] to bowl anyone. W ith  five |
minutes left Boon went in and avoided
further lose. Bourne had played watch-
fu] and skilful cricket for 70 minutes.
and the position was an intriguing one
when stumps wete drawn with & wickets |
down for 38, :

A Disastrous Fifty Minutes

A further downpour during Monday
night ruinea the match. and revealed
the Porthill ground in a bad light. Tues-
day was a fine and bright day, but the
pitch dried so glowly that it was net
posgible ®o0 resuine play until 515. And
then the wicket played so queerly that
tho task of making a further 63 runs
for the six remaining wickets nas ob-
viously far from an easy one. Such a
collapse as teok place, however, had no
sufficient excuse, either in.the state o(;
the wicket, or the excellence of the,
bowling. Fifty minutes’ play sufficed to
pive Bucks a first innings win by 31 runs,
and from the Stafforashire point of view
it was a doleful day. A wait from 11
o'clock to 5 o'clock while the sun shone.
and fifty minutes of inglorious batting.
with rain falling steadily for the last
quarter of an hour.

The play calls for little description.
Bourne and Barnes were responsible for
the only bit of creditable batting, and
having added 21 runs for the 6th wicket,
both departed, Barnes leg-bcfore to a!
ball he would generally play without |
difficulty. and Bourne most unluckily |
caught in the slips from a ball that
popped up short to glance off .is glove.
Ile had played the bowling practically
without mistake for an hour and 50
minutes. and though scoring so s}owly
could not be blamed, for the conditions
were alwavs difficult, ana the position
critical. Most of the other batsmen fell
easy victims, and Edwards had the re-
markable record of nine overs, s8ix
maidens, three runps, and four wickets,

giving him six wickets for 23 for the
innings. He bowled cleverly, and the
pitch helped him materially, but he was
flattered by some inept batting.

Scores ana analysis:—

Bucks

W. B. Frankiin ¢ and b Barnes ... 13
R. H. J. Brooke ¢ Green b Boon ... 12
A. G. Skinner b Lockett .......... viver &
W. E. Hazelton ¢ Green b Boon ...
L. M. Walker b Barnes .
Pitehford e Ikin b Barnes .
W. Southall b Barnes ......... .
B. H. Stevens-Davis ¢ Bourne b
BAIIIOS  sevverenreseersenensiarsoncannes B
0. G. Battcock ¢ Ellerker b Barnes 1
R. H. Rutter not out ......c......
Edwards ¢ Boon b Barnes

NGO GO

! “~Oow

Extras .
Tola], eorermsssonmmns 105
Staffs.
G. A. Fitton b Edwards «.oocoanins 15

if. E. Bourne c¢ Rutter b Edwards 28
L. . Crump ¢ Stevens-Davies
Pitehiord .
W. H. Ellerker
A. W. Ikin b Edwards
Boon b Edwards .«.....oee.
Barnes lbw b Pitehford

J. 8. Heath st Franklin b Eu\\'urdé

Lockett lbw b Edwards
A. Smith not out .
G. B. Green ¢ Frankiin b Pitchford

Extrag coevvennenas o

BOWLING ANALYSIS

Bucks.

0. M. R W,

Barnes SR 30412 43 7
Lockett 35 1
Boon 20 2
R W,

Hazelton 23 0
Edwards 23 6
Pitchiord 27 &

Staffordshire v. Lancashire II. w

ANOTHER GOOD PERFORMANCE
BY BARNES i

By “THE CRITIC”

The weather was again unkind to
Staffordshire on Wednesday. for another
night of heavy rain was followed by a
dull, threatening, angd chilly day. The
start wag delayed until 12-35, bad light
and fine rain caused stappages from
four o'clock to five o'clock, and from
5-10 to 5-45, and the actual cricket was
curtailed to three hours and 25 minutes.
Such conditions, of course, spoiled the
attendance, and the fact that there were
perhaps o thousand people present on
such a day iy sufficient evidence that
the Stoke groungd is at least as good as
any in the county from the point ol view
of guty receipts,

Stuffords<hire  had  three  changes,
Homer, Woodhouse, ang Cross coming
in vice 1I. B. Bourne, .. H{. Ctump, and
G. B. Green. Lancashire sent a strong
side., though the l<it-hand Datsman,
Paynter. and the diminutive left-arm
bowler, Iolroyd, were playing with the
first XI. I blelieve eight members of
the team have appeared for Lancashhe
jn County Championship matches, of
whom Halliday, Rushton, Preston, and
Farrimond have haq considerable ex-
perience in first-class crickef,

The outcome of the day’s play was that
Lancashire, having won the toss. com-
pleted an innings for 150, which was
a materially  larger score than they
would have made if a gooa proportion
of the chances offeved to the field had
been snapped up. DBut there was one of
those epidemics that are not catching.
to repeat a now rather hoary pun. Staf.
fordshire's prospects, as  well aa the
bowlers' nnalyses, suffered severely in
this chapier of mishapa, and Taneashive
profited in fnverse ratlo.  The rate of |
scoring was slow, the 150 runs occupy-
ing nearly 3} hours, ana all the batsinen
who got runs did so beecause of favours
vouchsafed Ly the fielders. In this res-
pect Barres had a trying experience,
but was able, by his sustained skill, to
triumph over ill-fortune, and bring off
another remarkable performance. taking
seven wickets for the secon( time this!|
weok, and in successive innings.  But |
Boon was deserving of the utmost sym-.
pathy, for he hal atrocious luck. Ile
ought to have haa a good analysisg, in-
ctendd of which he had a poor one.
Though the conditions did not suit him,
he hitd one or two spells of fine bowling.
Lockett and Ellerker also bowled well,
and Aaron had his taste of the prevail
ing ill-luck when he completely bheat
Booth with a pretty Ihreakrhack‘ which
was a fraction of an inch over the midale !
stuap. and so near that Cross gave it
up, and s=o failed to stump the batsman,
who was a couple of yards out of his
creasc.

Stanley Heath again failed in the spin
of the coin, and Peter Higson had no
hesitation in taking first innings. I
shoulq say the wicket was always too
Jdead to Le aifficult, though at one period
the spin: bowlers seemed to be getting
rather more out of it. But the light
showers after four o'clock took the edge
off again. Hallidav and Parkinson were
first opposed by Ellerker and Boon, but
the fast bowler only delivered three
overs hefore giving way to Barnes, and |
the aavent of the old International was |
somewhat startling, for in his first over
he got a ball of nice pace and perfect
length back from the off just enongh tn
have Parkinson well beaten and bowled,
whilat, with the craft of a master. he
surprised Horridge (a highly promising
voung batsman) with & speedy yorker
for his first ball. The batsinan was too
late, and Sy had taken two wickets in
two .balls. Halliday and Latchfora
stavad until lunch, when the score was
45 for two wickets.

With the pitch quickening just a little,
wickets should have fallen rapidly after
lunch. Halliday had two narrow escapes
from Barnes. 1le could not keep the
ball down. ang one stroke was just out |
of the reach of Ikin close in at backwara
point, whilet a second lobbed over thle
came felder's head. Tkin was a little,
late in going back for it. but reached it
with his left hand, and failed to get a grip
of the ball. Almost immediately after-|
wards Latchford, playing forward, gave!
a low catch to Homer at mia-on, which[
was not accepted, also off Barnes. But,
Latchford was getting bold, and after!

on-driving Barnes for_four, was neatly |
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taken near the boundary in the same
position. The pair had added 46 for the
thirg wicket in 50 minutes, but both left:
at 67, for Halliaay had just previcusly
bLeen well and trulv snapped at the
wicket off Lockett. The Lancashire Cap.
tain got in front of a straight one from
Barnes a run later, and though Butter-
worth seemed to have a charmed life
for a time. he fell to a brilliant slip
catch by Lockett at 79. Boon had re:
sumed bowling vice Lockett at 75, and
gtarted with three maidens, in which he
ought to have had several wickets. First
Butterworth wae favourea by a remark-
able decision in answer to a general ap-
real for a catch by Cross standing back.
He played the ball so hard as to be
clearly heard in the Press box, but was
given ** not out.” He popped up a sharp
catch off Barnes to Ikin's 1ight hand at
point, but it was not held. dnd then
edged one which Cross touched, and
Lockett dived full length to take it near
the ground with the left hand—a spec-
tacular catch. Booth and Farrimond
then came in for fortune’s favours. The

former touched one of Boon's expresses,

and was let-off by Cross, and Fanimona,
with his score at four, edged another to
Barnes in the slipe, and escaped. Then
Booth gave Woodhouse a catch at cover-
point off Barnes, but the fielder slipped,
and failed to hola it, and the same bats-
should hdve - been- a. victiin to
Lcckett when he again relieved Boon, as
already ‘mentioned. Thus Booth gave
four distinct chances, and when he tried

to hit Barnes, was fortunate to see a
skier fall just short of Fitton on the
off-side. .

Eventually Barnes had a rest, ana
Boon, replacing him, got Booth caught
behing_the wicket ot 106. After the stop.
pages Farrimond, Rushton, and Preston
gave some trouble. Barnes resumed at
114, and bowled Rushton's off-stump with
his inimitable leg-break at 120, whilst
Ellerker was brought on again at 141,
and got a nice nip from the off to bowl
Preston’s middle peg four runs later.
Wilson fell into Barnes's shoit-leg trap.
and gave the veleran a rvecord of seven
wickets for under eight runs apicce,
four missed catchea, and many fluky
strokes that did not quite go to hand.
Boon had two palpable catches missed.
besides heing deprived of a wicket by a
curiously istaken decision. I thought
Stanley ~ Heath managed his  bowling
with particularly good judgment.

A Brilliant Win: Barnes Unplayable

Thursday was fine and there was a
fairly good attendance, nearly £50 beir
taken at the gates. But if the day's
happenings could have been Afureseen
there s little ‘doubt that the ~row
would have been a great deal larger.
For a memorable day's cricket was
gerved up, ending in a surprise victory
for Staffordshire by cight wickets at a
quarter to seven. To all appearances the
most to he hoped for was first innings
pointa, ana a8 late as five o'clock a win
outright seemed seareely possible. Bul
then one of those  dramatie epizodes
supervened, during which thrill follows
thrill, and the almost impossible be.
comes an accomplished fact. The specta-
tors were worked up to a pitcll of en-
thusiasm  more often associated with
football,

First of all. the two Old Hill batsmen.
Homer and Wooahouse, collaborated in
an hour and forty minutes partnership
for Staffordshire’s second wickot, which
carried the score from eiuht tn 95. The
wicket, no doubt, played rather easier
than it did later; it always gave the
bowlers a chance, and care and watch-
fulness were essential. Homer wis as
hara to beat as usual, and Waodhouse
watched the ball closely, was sound in
‘detence, and  made  some sparkling
strokes.  In his first county innings at
Trent Bridge he made 45, and now fo'-
lowed this up with a rearly meritorious
and invaluable 44, And he was unlucky
in his aismissal, for he hit a leg hall
hard and clean. Dut a fine leg fielder
happened to b2 in the direct line, and
caught a fast-travelling ball. Both Pres.
ton and Booth exploited the leg theory
a great deal, bowling repeatedly outside
the batsman’s leg. ana Preston got twn
of his wickets at fine leg from quite gdod
strokes, the other being that of the
Staffordshire Captain. who, by the way.
played some remarkably good bowling
for three quarters of an hour.

Homer also narrowly missed hig 50.
being leg-before to a ball that kept low.
He was batting almost 23 hours. After
the departure of these two, matters wen
badly.  TLockett went for the bowling,
and made a few fine hits, but ecould not
get away from a kicking ball; and was

caught by the wicket-keeper. Seven

. wickets were down for 142, and Ellerker
 shoulq have been caught at mid-off by

the Lancashire skipper before scoring.
He took advantage of his coad fortune,
and with Tkin quickly put Staffordshire
in front, Then policy dictate] fast scor.
ing to establish n useful lead in the least
possible time, ard Wilson coming on
with his «low spinners, the last thieo
wickets were xaerifleed in the effort to
foree the pace,

Forty runs bLehind, Lancashire opened
their seconq innings at four o'clock, and
ware soon in difficulty with Barnes.
Halliday might have gone without scor-
ing. for he edged one that Cross touchel.
but could not grasp, whilst at the other
end he appeared to give a chance to
Barnes «ofi Ellerker, with only one
scored.  However, Parkinson fell at 11.
a leg-spinner from Barnes lLeing popped
up in the slips to provide a “sitter” for

Lockett. ~ With Horridge in, Halliday
cdopted a policy of desperation. e
lifted Barnes on to the roof of the

stand for six. and on-drove him for four.
but his next attempt gave Fitton a
cateh at Tong-off, whitet Horridze ot his
feet in a knot with a quicker ball, and
was lbw. Tea was taken with three
wickets down for 29.

Resuming at five o'clock, Bonth was
bowled by n benuty, hut Latchforg and
Farelmond contrived to stay for half nn
houre when any porsible ¢hanee of an
outright decision seemed to have eva.
porated. But then the fun began. Fifty
had gone up with only four wickets
down, but at 53 Latchford over-reached
himself, and was stumped, and with the
total at 62 Ellerker took three catches
and Smith one. Two of Ellerker's were
thrilling catches in the slips off Barnes,
and the other a sharp ona at short leg
from  Lockett, whilst Smith
running catch in the long field heanti-
fully, though Fitton, running in the
othier direction, geemed likely to baulk
him, Wilson coula not avoid tapping
Barnes into the hands of ITkin close in
at point, anq so six wickets had lLeen
captured in 40 minutes for a dozen
runs. and since tea Barnes had taken six
for 15, giving him nine for 32 in the
innings, and 16 for 87 in the match.
Lockett bowled well, Tiut enulg not pet
quite enough “nip” out of the pitch ta
be deadly, a fact which empiiasizes the
brilliance of Barnes's bowling. The skil-
ful voung Lancashire plavers simply
could not negotiate his leg'break. 1lis
accuracy was such that they were com-
pelled to keep trying to play him, and
simply could not keep the ball down. Jt
glanced off the bat in unintendeq direc-
tions. In fact. batsmen who have piayed
in the Lancashire 1st XI. were made to
look like novices, and that on a wicket
which the other bowlers coulq get little
real assistance out of. -

Staffordshire had to claim the exira half-
hour, and won the match with a guarter
of an hour to spare.

Scores and Analysis:—.
Lancs, 1l.—1st Inns.

Halliday ¢ Cross b Lockett ......... 23
Parkinson b Barneg ........ .13
Horridge b Barnes 0
Latchford ¢ Smith b Barnes ......... 27

H. R. W. Butterworth ¢ Lockett b
Barnes . . 6
P, Higson lbw b Barnes 1
Booth ¢ Cross b Barnes’ . 20
Farrimond nct out ...... . 28
Rushton b Barnes . .11
Preston b Ellerker ...... 5 19
Wilson ¢ Fitton b Barnes 2
Extrag 10
47! ERRR——— 150

Lancs.—2nd Inns.

Halliday ¢ Fitton b Barnes ......... 21
Parkinson ¢ Lockett b Barnes .0
Horridge 1bw b Barneg ......... . 5
Latchford st Cross b Barnes ......... 16

H. R. W. Butterworth ¢ Ellerker

Barnes
P. Higson c Ellerker b Lockett
Booth b Barnes
Farrimond ¢ Ellerker b Barnes ...
Rushton ¢ Smith b. Barnes
Preston not out
Wilson ¢ Ikin b Barnes

Extras

Total

37

judged a

Staffs.—1st Inns.
H. W. Homer lbw t Booth .
G. A. Fitton b Preston e 2
F. Woodhouse ¢ Hailiday b Preston 44
Barnes b Preston  .......cceeenn 4
J. S. Heath ¢ Halliday b Preston 7
Lockett ¢ Farrimond b Preston ...... 17
A. Smith b Booth ........... .2

. 49

W. H. Ellerker not out o 119
A. W. Ikin st Farrimond b Wilson 20
E. P. Crogs ¢ Farrimond b Wilson 1
Boon st Farrimond b Wilson ...... 4
- Extras .21
Total scosverenenal@D
Staffs.—2nd Inns.
F. Woodhouse ¢ Higson b Booth ... 2
Jockett b Preston ........ . .9
W. H. Ellerker not out 8
A. W. Ikin not out ... . 6
© Extra o1
Total (for 3 wkts.) ...... 28
. BOWLING ANALYSIS
Lance. 11.—1st Inns. 2ad Inns
O.M.R.W. O.MR W
Ellerker ...10.318 1 21 8
Boon .15°483 1. 3 0.7
Baines . 31.38 55 7 20.15 32
Leekett ... 17 724 1 15 915
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HIGHEST SCORE OF THE
- SEASON.

o

Misses Century by Twelve
Runs.

ALL OUT

e
\g

FOR 270.

o

innings, including twelve 4’s.

second century was hoisted,

In their last home match of the season, against Notts II. at
Stoke, Staffordshire gave a bright display of batting.

Though two wickets were down for 32 runs, the home
county made an excellent stand,

thanks chiefly to Aaron Lockett.

The Oldham professional played his highest innings of the
season in scoring 88 in 2} hours.

It was a typical Lockett

When the venture had lasted approximately three hours, the

The innings closed for 250.

STOKE, Monday.
Staffordshire entered on thelr last
home fixture in the Minor Counties
tournament to-day when Notts II.
provided the oppesition on the L.M. and
S. Ground, which was the scene of a

thrilling victory for the home county
last Thursday.

Lie sren. prdge youngsters have been per-
forming very weil of lute, puarticularly in the
batung depurtment, and it will be recalled
Fow resolutely they fought their way out of
& difficult position when opposed to Staflord-
shire at Trent Bridge jusl over a couple of
Vieeks ago.

Both sie, ha. anges to-day, R. Howl,
brother of Cliffo. How), and £ Mayer, the
Norton all-round conune intc the Stafford-
shire eleve.. vice FI. W. Home~ and f. Wood-
house, wlil Notte wi e i the position ¢! being
able to field a mu stronge - team than wus
the cuse at Trent B, “ge. T. N. Knight who
Lius played a good deal this seasol for Julius
Cann's eleven, skippered the side, and Shipston
and G V. Gunn be h of whem have had first
team «.uerience, were includid  Yaune Gunn
15, of course, the son [ th (lustriou. George.

A Brisk Start.

Winnhing the toss, J. 8. Heath elected to take
first knock and G. A. Fitton and W.
Elicrker began Staflorcshire’s first venture, the
be.ng shared by Bland, who bowls slow
Loarm, und Harris,
A talr rimg of spectators saw a brisk open-
ing and double tigures appeared quickly, with
both batsmen helping themselves to singles at
short intervals, and Fition helping the score
along by snicking Bland to the rails

When Horris tenipted Ellerker with a half-
volley on the leg-side, the batsman macde the
most of a golden opportunity and the ball was

sent crashing to the boundary. The batsmen
were confident and their strokes were crisply
executed.

Ellerker showed a nice penchant for the late
cut once, and the ball eluded the slips and
travelied to the boundary, Harris again being
the nowler to suffer. )

Thirty runs were signalled after 25 minutes
battinz. and the home county could congratu-
late themselves on a useful start. Before an-
other run had been added. however, Ellerker
only half-hit a well-pitched up delivery by
Bland and was easily en by the Notts.
skipper, fielding at mid .

R Howl who plays for the Wolverhampton
club, came n lirst wicket down, but at 32

ENTERPRISING BATTING.

Fitton was taken a’ the wicket by Wheat, who
"is & very alert little man, and she usefulness of
the eurlvy runs may soon be apparent.

Joined by Lockett, who pitt up an impressive
all-round porformance on Oidham's behalf on
Saturday, Howl, who had begun shakily,
revealed a measure of  resolution in several
scoring strokes. Harrls now bowled with one
slip and @ fairly deep third man. He kept a
splendid length for the most part and his
metheds dictated a watchful attitude even on
the part of the Oldham professional.

The rate of run getting had now st_ea.dlegi
down appreci-hly and Bland was flighting his
deliveries cleverly.

Boundaries for Lockett.

When, at length, Lockelt found opportunity
of turnirg Hurris round the corner tor a brace
1L was the trst scoring shot of any note for
quite 10 minutes, but he was able to repeat it
n the same over, 40 being rcuistered without
further logs. Howl also turned Bland's faster
bull to tae fine leg boundary, and when Lockett
took two 4's off Harris in one over the half-
century went up atter 63 minutes hatung.

When Copley took over irom Harris at 58 it
was the first bowling change of the innings. As
it happened it was a double change for Gunn
relieved Bland at the raillway end, Lockett
marking the occusion by square-cutting Gunn
beautif illy to the rails.

Copley. who bowls slow left arm, gent down
an assorument of deliveries in his first  two

ove und two full tosses escaped punishment
sU is ngly
‘ind.ng his happilest mood, Lockett was

severe o Gunn, and took a couple of fours off
that young bowler first a hundsome leg-hit,
sceond o gweeping stroke to the fine
Joy boundary  He found a steady partner in
Howl and with 70 on the bourd the pawr were

still together.
Third Wicket Down.
Whenev oppertunity  presented  {tgelf
Locke't availed himself to the full and g

stratgat dive off Gunn was a perfectly-timed
t -hat allowed tor no arzument

ley occasionally made the ball turn
¢ from the off but very rarely was he
) beat the bhat.

thurd wicket fell at 84, Howl playing a
bat 10 one of Gunn's bhetver deliveries,
av.ng his stumps seriously disturbed. His
:button of 13 had occupled him over an
itowas a helpful sort of cautiousness.
d realis:d 52.

Lockett, a further bowl-
Bland res

vice Coplty jJust

¢ anoiher loose one from Gunn (o
¢ boundary, and four bycs heiped
> 100 alter an hour and 10

ngz.
Lockett's Fifty.

nd Hurr.s bow.ed on the resumption.
re d he M- I'y Dy squure-

a ¥t
{ the wicket, V
(o M oas the Statfydsa i &1
b o e off. Heia.n had cdected several
4 s.coring snot Acfore the adjournment,
pr...c.pily o the on.

Harns bewled this time from the railway

enu, and with the sun getting through periodi-
cally and the clouds fairly high, thcre seemed
to be prospects of a full afternoon’s cricket.

Again Lockett took full toll of a short-pitched
delivery from Harris on the leg-side, and the
Staftordshire total began to assume useful
preportiens.

When Bland overpitched one the Oldham
%ro. bumped {t straight to the boundary, and

e provided the real problem for the Notts.
bowlers. His was the praiseworthy policy of
treating the bowling on .ts merits.

After driving Bland to the off-boundary, and
including several other good strokes in his
brief knock, Barnes provided that bowler with
his third victim of the innings, being well
beaten in playing back to a delivery which
came quickly off the pitch. Half the side were
out for 152 when Ikin became associated with
Lockett.

The Great Chell man got off the mark quickly
with & crisp shot 10 the leg boundary off
Harrls, who gave way next over te Gunn. Runs
continued to come freely, and the new bowler
showed only a mod rate conunand of length.

Lockett OQut,

Lockett easily passed his previous best effort
for the County this scason, and appeared to be
well set for his century. In the eighties he
muacde a risky shot over square leg's head off
Gunn, but it can hardly ce regarded as a
chance. Bland gave him most trouble and
appealed very contidently once for a catch
al the wicket

Fortune smiled on the Oldham pro. when he
drove the bali hard and high in the dircction
oI the square leg boundary where the amuteur,
Rhodes, was posted, but the tieldsman Just
failed to reach it in such a position as to huve
a reasonable chance of bringing off the catch,
and Ikin was unlucky to see a skier off Guun
full just cut of harm's way.

Later, Ikin swept one from Gunn to the leg
boundary, but at 180 he los: Lock2tt who, after
an uncomfortable spell against Bland, was
well beaten by that bowler when only a dozen
short of his century. It was a characteristic
Lockett innings, marked by clever driving and
well-placed shots to leg. He hit twelve fours
durine his two hours at the crease.

With the Staflordshire total approaghing the
second century, 8. D. Rhodes was givgh a trial
at the railway end vice Gunn, but runs con-
tinued to come at a merry pace, both Ikin and
Smith bringing off good strokes, principally to
the on.

The 200 was signalled after the innings had
lasted Just over three hours. Smith immediately
off-drove Rhodes to the rails, and Ikin meted

out similar treatment to Harrs, who had
resumed in place of Bland.
STAFFORDSHIRE—FIrst Innings,
G A Fitton ¢ Wheat b Harris ..., 9
W H Ellerker ¢ Knight b Bland .. 18
R HoWl b GUDD 4 s wei v ovs 5 ans 550 13
Lockett b Bland ........... . 88
J 8 Heath ¢ Wheat b Bland . .17
Barnes b Bland ............. .11
A W Ikin ¢ and b Rhodes ... o <
A Smith hit wkt. b Gunn .. . 33
E Mayer b Gunn  ,........ . 6
E P Cross b Bland .. 5 15
BOON not oub .....uvuina... .16
Extras  ...... ey s .12
Total  vevrnininnnn.., 270
BOWLING ANALYSIS.

Staffordshire~First Innings.
Bland . 362.. 8 2 5
Harris .... 35 ,. 5 6 1
Copley .... 6 4 3 0
Gunn ..., 19 2 .. 13 3
Knowles ., 2 .. 0 12 0
Rhodes .. 4 ., 1 12 1

FALL OF WICKETS.
Staffordshire ~Flirst Innings,
2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10
30 32 84 120 152 133 213 229 258 970
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LOCKETT PLAYS A BIG
PART.

—

Takes Six Wickets for
Runs.

45

é
g

NOTTS II.

Staffordshire gained a brilliant victory over Notts I1. at Stoke
to-day, winning by an innings and 35 runs.

Lockett, who yesterday played a fine inniigs of 88, followed
up that performance by an equally meritorious picce of bowling.

His analysis was six wickets for 45 runs. Barnes and Ellerker

shared the other four.

é
*

OUTPLAYED.

ALL OVER BY LUNCH.

{BY “OUTFIELD.")

STOKE, Tuesday.

clay i the hands of the potter
voung Noits batsmen in the
3ydney Barnes between 5 and
6 o'clock last evening. That the side
con'rived to put together a total of 59
in their first innings was almost entirely
due to t!e resolution of young Victor
Gunn. wvhio had the satlsfaction of
carryirg his bat through the innings,
and to quite a brave little display late
on by Copley.

In cantaring seven wickets for 4 runs
in 13 ~iers, Barnes only
able sequence cf bowling
Coun'y this scas

Jusy as
were ‘he
hands of

aplece
edded to his remark-
performances for the
o, 9 for 32 and 7 for 55 agninst
Lancashire 11., 7 for 43 against Bucks, 6 for 40
against Chcshire, 7 for 41, and 5 for 18 agalnst
Lincolnshire, and so on.

Following on 211 behind, Notts IT.
rather better, though it was a bitter
them when Victor Gunn was heaten and

roved o be the best ball

by Lockett with what
of the day. As they gad still 161 runs to get
an innings defeatl, it will be

in order to avert
seen what a stern task awaited Shipston, Harris
M. and 8. ground this

fared
pill for
bowled

and Co. on the L.
morning.

I should have mentioned that Barnes was
not called upon to bowl at all in the Notts
Becond innings ey f-r as it wen, last night.

Unsettied Weather.

The weather was dull and cool about the
time fixed for the resumption of play  this
morning. and light rain was falling’ when
8hipston and Harris went out to continue the
Notts. innings  Lockett bowled from the rail-
way end. and, as was to be expeeted with
conditions Bo unsettled. Barnes was called
upon to share in the attack.

8hipston began the day's scoring by turn
ing Barnes to leg for twn, and in the next
over cut the same bowler high over the head
o! the glipa for the same number,

Facing Lockeit, Harrls was a model of
¢ utlous batumanship, and 15 mintes /W
ne more than scven runs added to the over-
night score.  Enipstor Fazorded g big drive
off Barnes. but there was s scout in the deop,
apd the eFort culy counted one Barnes often

bad the batziarn o diffculiics, bt they
managed to rx‘ricate themselves
More than nnce  S8hipston displayed im-
patience with the process of being pegged
down. and «he°n Barnes sent along the right
one. he fted the ball verv cleverly mtn the
sland at the pryvillon end. ther stralght
drive by Bhiprton. also of looked n
certain four. il th of  Fitton
rvencd on the
m[S(‘hcr!.l,v aftrm 5 hit Inuat m‘,t :v.
) ‘ram Tockett, who accepted g catch
gf;gm(')vr‘; his head with one hand bhut the

batsman staved on, of course.

It was all Shipston in the early stages of
the play. and aftir ke had cut Barnes to the
rals dedgatially he lifted one from the same
bowler bevwern death and Howl, the last-
named saving a four by a quick sprint. Elghty

was slgnailed itront farther loss, and 8hip-
ston i~ad made eactically all the runs this
morning.

Liarnes Rested.

Boon superar ¢ Taockett in the ancLI;, and
& couple of cvirs .aler Bammes vas x'vt\r, ed in
favour of Mayer w »iritial delivery shipston
square-cut to the hoivdary a stroke of marked
bYeauty and precis.on. As the same ln.m:hm
hit nim to leg for 3, the Nor'on mans fhst

yieided T runs. ,
ow\'\t'h)e:extcl‘mllmd bren at the crease 456 m)n'ums.
Rarris had notehed just a singe. M(wn,x‘mr‘;
his partner ha< collec'ed 35 by cxcellent forcing

: ]
n’i;;.){fsthe change in attack, however. Hnrr'.s)
discovered a brigiiter vein and runs came quur
briskly. The 100 weat up with the same DEH‘
together, and 8uipston cut Boon to the ralls

ely.
hagj]sdocr{r;ug the Nectts voungsters were dcter-
mine, to make a big c!?urt‘m pull the game
fAre if at all possibie
OU\EV?Lrnnl]leo 1uc: th(% hoacd, Ellerker was rC([l_}lﬁl‘—
tioned In pleee of Boon the  third lbm\nn&,
change of the morning. 1. was su:cessful tzi‘w
for 8hipaton nibbled tw ~e at off-balls, unﬂhL e
gecond timn proved fatal Iiium hn:mpmrjz im
up very neatly at third sitp. Sixty-two had been
added for the third wircket mi(_! Sh.lpsmn
rlaimed no less than 48 of them. The outgoine
batsman had hit o six, and four 4's iIn his
rc%(‘)};x';rc] 12:1?&“1?“ joined Harrls. Nottg reauired

i 4 taln s
B8 to stave off the innings cefeat. [
r:llmg qeavi,y horeahouls and one cathered
that the oowie were operating under a cone
&ide=able hand B

Lockett's Third Vietim.
Lockett resumnecd vice Mayer and nnmediately

claimed his third vicum ol the annoogs when
Harris was ad) idged  Ihw In )ust reaching
double figures, Harrs had been oo pied frne
minutes over the bour. IU W ‘.Avl‘u,':‘yu a
dirplay bnt, T oo ANntenede y e oaefy

The next bowiing move was the riysn of
Boon at (nhe Ay oend in puaee of oo,
Wio had perfor A nsetal servioe an breakmy
up the Arcalening DRenersiup of Lo
innings Tawier: s the bowler who g

mast iroubic this morning, and with the toty]
it 128, he completely beat the amateur Rhodes
Wilh pall their wickets down now, Notts were
<t 86 runs in deficit. and victery for the home
county seemed well in sight,

The Notts captain, T. N. Knight, also had
a life off Lockett when he stepped a yard out
of his ground and misscd the ball. Fortunately
for him it eluded Cross too. and went for byes.

Ellerker was brouzht back at the rallway
end and came near bowling Knight with a ball
that got rieht through and just missed the
stumps.

Once more. however. it was Lockett who
clalmed definite success, for he clean bowled
Knowles with u deceptive sort of delivery that
had the batsman in a maze. The sixth wicket
fell at 150 and the seventh two runs later.

Innings Victory.

Another cleverly-judged slip catch by Boon
brought ebout the dlsmissal of the = Notts.
captain, and the end was In sight when R.D.F.
Bland foined Hardstaff, and Barnes took
over at the end from which Lockett had
operated 8o successfully this morning, the Old-
ham professional relieving Ellerker at the other
cnd.

Bland fell immediately a victim to Barnes,
and three runs later Haristaff was bowled. The
raln was falling smartly now and it was as well
for Staffordshire tha’ such good progress had
bcen made during the morning.

Lockett clean

The venture closed wren
bowled Caopley at 176, Staflordshire winning by
best  howling

an innings and 35 runs.
Lockett came out with the
figures, six for 45. and Barnes and Ellerker
claimed two victims at a cost of 31 and 25 runs
respectively,
STAFFORDSHIRE—First Inningy.

G A Fitton ¢ Wheat b Horrls ..., 9
W H Ellerker ¢ Knight b Bland .. 18
R Howl b Gunn .13
Lockett b Bland ., . 88
J 8 Heath ¢ Wheat o Bland .11
Barnes b Bland ............ .11
A W Ikin ¢ and b Rhodes .32
A Smith hit wkt. b Gunn .. . 33
F Mayer b Gunn  ......... 6
I P Cross b Blund .. 15
Boon not eut ......... 16
Extias  ......, - 12
Tolal ........c.veian., 270
NOT1S, IL—First Innings.
Gunn (G Vy not out ............ 28
Keeton lbw b Ellerker .. 1
Shipston lbw b Barnes . 1
Harris b Barnes ......, 4
T N Knight b Barnes 0
8 D Rhodes ¢ Boon b Barnes 2
Knowles b Ellerker ........ 7
Hardsteff ¢ Boon h Barnes . 1
R D F Bland Ibw b Barnes . 0
Copley ¢ and b Boon 13
Wheat ¢ Boon b Barnes 4
OURL 5 it § isime beee s ssssecs 59
NOTTS II.—Second Innings.
Gunn (G V) b Logkett .......... 31
Keeton lbw b Lockett ...,., Y
Shipston ¢ Boon h Ellerker 40
Harrls lbw b Lockett .. ... 10
Knowles b Lockett ....,,. « 30
8 D Rhndes b Lockett ...... veee 1
I' N Knight ¢ Boon b Ellerker .,.,. 2
Hordstaff b Parnes ......... 4
R D F Blani b Barnes . 3
Copley b Leckety ., ., . 9
Wheat not out .., T
Extras ...,
Total ...., cieeeae 178

BOWLING ANALYSIS,
Staffordshire —First Innings.
0. . R.

M w.
Bland .. 362., 8 82 .. &5
Harris .2 .. B8 % .. 1
Copley . 8 4 3 ., 0
Gunn 19 2 73 .. 3
Knowles 2 0 .. 12 .. o
Rhodes & .. 01 5 13 4 1
Notts IL.—First innings.
Barnes ., 13 1 28 .. 7
Ellerker .1t 4 .. 28 .. 3
Eoon 1 ...0 .. 6 .. 1
Notts IL.—Second Innings.
Barnes on L s i 31 .. 2
Lockett .... 273.. 7 45 .. 8
Ellerker 14 3 28 .. 2
B on 14 1 42 .. 0
Mayer ] 3 10 . 0

FALL OF WICKETS.
Staffordshire.—First Innings,
3 4 6 6 7 8

2 010
30 32 B4 120 152 183 213 229 252 270
Notts.—FIrst Innings.

1 2 3 4 ) 6 7 8 9 10
2T 221 2w 30 33 33 84 5o
Notts [f.—Second Innings.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 v 9 10
47 SLOo113 118 125 I"\F) lgé 15—':7 1;1‘6 !—771

Knowles batted with confldence, hut had g
huge slice ot luck when he launched out at
Lockett and was missed in (he deep--by Fitton
ahove all people, 1t uppeired that the fields-
man had plenty of time :o judge the catch.
but he got too fur under Lhe ball and it bounced
out of his hands.
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| deal,
| getling up at al| awkwardly.

COUNTY CRIC_KET ’
Staffs. v. Notts. 2nd

——

'A FINE DAY'S WORK AT STOKE

Barnes and Lockett as the Stars

By “THE CRITIC"”

The return match between StaHord-
shire and Notts II. was begun at Stoke
on Monday, when a fairly good :rowd
saw the home team in one of their
dominant moods, the young Notts team

ing so utterly over-played that when
stulips were drawn in the evening they
were in a hopeless position, having lost
two wichets in their second innings and
requiring 161 runs to avoid bzing beaten
in a single innings. The forin of the
Staffordshire team has been singularly
variable this season. There have been
times when the play has bLeen mediocre
—the batting spineless and the fielding |
below par.  But there have also been
occasions when the sida has played in
a mann2r much more worthy of Stpffnrl.
shire's reputation during the last quarter
of a century. Ou Monday they touched
about the highest level they . have
reachad this season. The Notts bowling
was weaker than usual, and they took
toll of it, and then they supported
smartly another supremely great spell
of bowling by Barnes.

There were two changes in the side.
Homer and Woodhouse were unable to
play, and E. Mayer, professiona] to the
Norton elub, and R, Howl, of Waver-
hampton, took their places. The last-
named is younger brother of Clifford
Howl, who was a regular meniber of the
team a few years ago, and he had his
first experience of county cricket, See-
ing that he batted for an hour and five
minutas without giving a chance, he
must be creditzd  with a satisfaclory
debut, but he seemed a little over-awed
and wag very slow. Whether it s his
natural bent I don't know, as I have
not previously seen him bat, but one
would have liked to see a little more
frecdom after lre had Leen long enough
al the crease to get a good sight of the
ball. He fielded well and will probably
get further opportunity. ;

Stanley Heath won  the toss for a
change, "and the wicket on which Staf-
fordshire took first innings was, to my
mind, just what a cricket pitch ought
to  be. That is to say, it was a wicket
which gave batsman and bowler a rea
sonably equal chance. The ball could
be made to turn on it, but not a great
and it played well, very few balls
Both good
batting and good bowling had its oppor-
tunity and as most of the good batting
and good bowling was on the Stafford.
shire  side the visitors were over-
whelmed,

Fitton had an unusual opening part-
ner in Ellerker, but the two plaved well |
together for half-an-hour against the
left-arm bowling of Bland and the right-
arun medium-paced  attack of Harris,
Ellerker was, of courze. much freer in
style than the lef: hander, and he had
scored the major portion of the runs
when at 30 La Tel] to his most frequent
erior.  He drove Ilarris straight back
with such force that the bowler could |

| not bold the cateh, but he did not profit |

I by the warning, for

he tried to drive
the next ball, failed to keep it down,
snd was caught at mid-off. Fitton. has
had an unfortunate time this season,
and once more he failed just when he
looked settled for a long stay. He went
feeling for an off-ball, and was caught
at the wicket. Then came an hour's
partnership  kbetween R, Howl and
Lockett, and again there was a strong
contrast. Howl was passive, Lockett was
aggressive. Ile had not been long at the
wicket before he brought his penchant
for leg-hitting into play, and both
howlers were crashed to the boundary.
He made most of the 52 added for the
third wicket, and he und Stanley Heath
played entertaining cricket after thz de-
parture of Howl.  But the break for
Junch was fatal to the captain, for he
was snapped at the wicket immediately
after the resumption from Bland’s spin
ner. Thig young amateur bowls with'the
left armn, and he can turn them back
from the leg nicely and also swing in
the otner way, and he varies his pace,
He has done well in the 1st XI. several

I'so that a further 39 were added.

"bowlers.

u'mes..a.nd h2 was much the best bowler
on this occasion, the team being more
sparsely furnished with bowling talent

than I ever remember. He beat Barnes
by a ball which must have turned a good
deal, for the veteran played back and
missed it completely. =~ With Ikin,
Lockett went on hammering the bowl-
ing with great impartiality but with
diserimination, until he tried to pull the
left-hander and was bowled. It looked
too good a length to take liberties with,
and })rolmhly Lockett way beaten by a
bit of extra pace off the pitel, He b
played o flue hinings, lm-‘u(linu a dozen
fours, had  batted 2{ hours, und had
given only one real ¢ 1ance, and that a
tremendously hot return very low to
Gunu's left ‘iand with his score at 31,
When he left the total was 183 f.r 6
wickets, and the good batting was by
no means over. Ikin and Arthur Sn.ith
added 30, and the former had hit five
consecutive fours when he tamcly re-
turned one to Knowles. Then Mayer
stayed whil» the young Chell batsman
got runs, chiefly by slashing off-drives,
Cross
also batted well, and Boon had a ‘few
big hits, including a mighty six to long-
on off Harris. So the total reached the
salisfying figure of 270 as the result of
five minutes less than four hours’ bat-
ting.
The Rout of Notts,

My strong impression while Staffs.
were batting was that they were piling
up a score that would prove to be far
beyond the reach of the visitors. That
they had accomplishea a really good
batting performance was made ver evi-
dent when Notts. faced the Staffordshire
Not only were they helpless
before the genius of Barnes, but they
found Ellerker far fromn easy to play, and
whilst dismissing them for a paltry 59
inn an hour and 20 minutes, Staffordshire
haa such a bowler as Lockett in reserve.
Certainly, the pitch had worn a little
at one end, but there was no change
to account for the disparity between
scores of 270 and 59. G. V. Gunn was |
alone able to play the bowling at all.
And I think if he bad chanced to re-
ceive either of several of Barnes's del;
liveries, which were fatal to his col-
lengues, he also would have been num.'
bered among the slain. However, that
is not to detract from the nierit of his
batting, for he played with great skill to
carry his bat-through the innings. I
don’t think he gave a chance, and the
several balls that completely beat him
beat the wicket also. Ellerker was swing.
ing well, and got the first wicket when
he had Keeton lbw, but then Barnes
hegan his cake-walk through the team.
Shipston, a fine, forcing bat, wag benten
by ~greater pace offt the pitch and
trapped leg-hefore "at 17, and Harris, a
dour sticker, and the Notts. skipper
bowled by successive balls at 21, Both
succumbed to exactly the same ball, the
merit of which was emphasised by the
fact that the cautious Harris went back
to it, and was beaten_ whilst the amateur
played right forward in an attempt to
smother it, with the same result. In
each case the ball pitched practically
or. the leg stump, ang flasted across
to hit the off. And the deadly length
can be judged by the fact that one bats-
man was driven back, the other drawn
forward, though the two balls pitched on
the same spot, as nearly as one could
tell. It was.‘ the Barnes ball,”” which
will Le famous long after Barnes's career
has endea. The left-hander breaking
back fromn leg simply cannot get that
paralysing acceleration of speed from the
pitch together with the Lreak. Indeed,
I have never seen any other right-hander
who could bowl it like Barnes, not even
like Barnes can yet.

Then the leg-tm[) was get for Rhodes,
who, as if quite willing to oblige, popped
the ball into the hands of Boon at short{
leg. ~The lengthy Knowles, another
highly promising youngster, was well
beaten by Ellerker, and with 33 on the
boara, Hardstaff gave Boon another

sharp catch, and Bland was lbw to the
next ball—two in two balls for the
second time. Copley and Wheat each
hit Barnes for four, but with Boon re.
lieving Ellerker, the end soon came, and
Barnes had another wonderful analysis
with seven for 28. In four successive
innings in eight dayg he haq taken 30
wickets for StaHfordshire at an average
cost of 526, and in no case was Lﬁe
wicket a really difficult one, such as any
spin bowler might be expected to work
havoe on.

Before the close

of play Notts, vho

followed an 211 Lehind, scored 50 for the
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loss of two wickets, and on Tuesday they
batted till lunch time to carry their
score to 176. Barnes bowled seven overs
when play was resumed, but Shipston
hit out with such resolution, that the
great bowler was relieved without hav-
ing got a wicket. Shipston drove him
on to the roof of the stand for six, and
in anothey over hit him for 2, 4, and 3.
One or two strokes were a bit streaky,
but Barnes could not check his hitting,
whilst Harris played a passive role at the
other end. scoring one run in three-
quarters of an hour. Lockett and Eller.
ker howled well, ang after the departure
of Shipston, caught in the gully, when
one shory of his fifty, the battiug broke
down.  Lockett turned the ball both
ways, and more than once lLieat the bat,
the wicket, and the wicket keeper by his
break. He bowled with. more vim than

‘on severul preceding oceasions, and in

taking six wickets for 45, obtaineq a
fine analysis, which might easily have
been better, for one or two chances were
missed off him, notably one in the long
fiela Ly Fitton, which was a bad mis.
take. Barnes had another turn late in
the innings, and clean bowled Bland and
Hardstaff Lefore anuther run was scored
from him, just to show> that he could
do it again, if required. Staffs. won by
an innings ana 35 runs. Scores and
analysis : — T
Staffordshire.—1st Inns.
G. A. Fitton ¢ Wheat b Harris ...... 9
W. H. Ellerker ¢ Knight'b Bland ... 18
R. Howl b Gunn i o
Lockett b Bland ... .
W. H. 1lleath ¢ Wheat b Bland .
Barnes b Bland
A. W. Ikin ¢ and b Rhodes
A. Binith hit wkt. b Guan
E. Mayer b Gunn s
E. P. Cross b Bland
Boon not out

Total corviisnmin 270
Notts 11.—1st Inns.

G. V. Gunn not out ...
Keeton 1bw b Ellerker
Shipston 1bw b Barnes
Harris b Barnes
T. N. Knight b Barneg ...
S. D. Rhodes ¢ Boon b Barnes
Knowles b Ellerker
Hardstaff ¢ Boon b Barnes
R. D. F. Blana lbw b Barnes
Copley ¢ and b Boop
Wheat ¢ Boon b Barnes

Total
Innings

2nd

G. V. Guon b Lockett <31
Keeton 1bw b Lockett ..... 17
Shipston ¢ Boon b Ellerker . 49
Harris Ibw b Lockett .. 10
T. N. Knigh’ ¢ Boon b Ellerker ... 2
S. D. Rhodes b Lockett .. s 1
Knowles b Lockett ..... . 20
Huardstaff b Burnes q
R, D. F. Blaug b Barnes 3
Copley b Lockett .... 9
Wheat not out  ..... e 7
. Extras ..., 23
Total ............ .. 178
- )
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Staffordshire'

Bland ...oooeeennnl, ‘g

Harris 1

Copley 0

Gunn 3

Knowles 0

Rhodes 1

Notts. II.—1st Inns.

! O M. R. W.

Barnes l1 928 7

Ellerker 4 26 2

Boon 0 5 1

M. R. W,

Barnes 31 2

Ellerker 25 2

Boon .. 0

Lockett 6

Mayeyr 0
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NANTWICH CONSOLIDATE —
PORTHILL CRACK UP -

, Stone's Great Victory

By “ THE CRITIC”

There was no. interference with cricket
in North Statfordshire; on Saturday, and
all” the league natches were played to a

‘nnish in pleasant conditions, and in
. paost cases furmished some interesting
cricket. There were thrilling finishes at
Silverdale and Norton, which redeemed
Jotherwise rather drap games. Of the
four clubs ctill in the running for cham-
pionship houours, Nantwich, Burslen,
and Great Chell obtaineq pronounced
victories, end as the victims of the first-

named were DPorthill, the champions
safely negotiated a rather dangerous
obstacle, whilst the Wolstanton team

cracked badly in tha race howme, and
must be 1egardea as definitely “out of
the bunt.” The batting of tne team at
Nantwich was totally unworthy of their
prowess, even allowing for the fact that
the strong Nantwich bowling was suited
by the wrevailing conditions.

[Tlhius the championship issue was nar-
rowed down to a triangular struggle, in

which Burslem and Chell are aking
hervie efforts to bresk the South

Cheshir2 dominance. In spite of this
duual challenge, however, the odds are
cartainly on Nantwich, whose remaining
1natches are Longton and Leek away, and
Crewe and Knypersley at home. This is
a . progranie which should not very
seriously test the champions if form
could be depended on, but in cricket one
never knows, and either Bursiemn or
Chell may yet get their chance if they
#lick to it and make no mistakes. For,
on occasion, the mighty fall when least
«xpected. Burslem, one point behin:l
the leauers, have to meet Silverdale at
home, end go to Bignall End, Stone, and
Chell, arnd Great Chell, besides this final
«lash with Burslem on September 7, have
1o go to Crewe (lo-day) and Knypersley,
and entertain Lezk. If Nantwich should
stumble, the actual championship issue
mizht econceivably depend upon the re-
sult of the Chell-Burslemn encounter on
the clozing duy of the season.

As Bilverdale allowed their home
match with Crewe to slip through their
fingers after a winning start, and Stone

Drought o their handsomest win of the |
season Ly completely crushing Leek, the
colliery village have dropped to the
cleventh place, with only Knypersley,
the plucky victims of misfortune, below

rhens,
P. W, L. D. Pts.
Nantwich 18 12 2 4 28
Burstem ... 18 13 4 1 27
Gireat Chell 18 10 2 6 26
Porthill 18 10 6 2 22
Norton 18 8 6 4 20
Tongton 18 6 7 5 17
Teek ooveennn 18 7 9 2 16
Bignall End 18 6 10 2 14
Tiewe Alex. 18 5 9 4 14
Stoneg e 6 10 2 14
Rilverdale 4 10 4 12
Luypersley 113 4 8

Theilling End to a Tame Match

Pleasantly situated on an eminence on
the Keele side of the cullieri' villuge, the
Silveraale ground commands a panora-
wmic view of Newcastle, Wolstanton, the
siorthiern part of thy Potteries, and the
country Leyond, and on a suuny day is
a quite delightful epot,  If one’s long-
distance sight is good, the players can
Le seen moving about on the Porthill
wroumd.  And what iiprovements have
Yeen eHected gince T first knew the home
of the Siverdale club, with its steep |
embankment not so many yaras from the
pitch on the one side, its far-stretching
slope, down which fielders (hﬁuppeurgd
fron view, on the other, und the cir:
cumseribed dressing uccn[mm)dauon of
its littie, old pavilion. Years ago that
embankment was cut away, and the |
paateriul usea to level up the slope (just

* might Le said of A. Salmon, the Silver-

" swings away.

as was done on the Wolverhampton
club’s beautiful ground at Tettenhall). =
Bur at Silverdale the embankment|
was wuch more abrupt and much
higher than at Tettenhall, and the
slope on the other side more pro-
nounced. And yeais ago also & comino-
divus pavilion, with roomy dressing|

large central tea-room, !
and tiers of seats for spectators com-
pleted the equipment of a ground
worthy of the long and honourable tra-
ditions of Silverdale cricket, And for
veveral seasons now the tennis section
Yiave enfoyed the use of v couple of ex.
cellent Dnrd courts. How much the club
owes to its two long-servico officinls, ity
Lonoured President, Mr. Morris, and its
iueal Ion, Secretary, Mr. Rushton, can-
not be calculated, ~They have scen the
entite  transformation  which 1 have |
described  come about during  their
oflicial tenure, and still they carry on. I
expected to mieet these two devoted
gentlemen when I renewed acquaintance
with the Silverdale ground for the first
time this season, ana I was not dis-
appointed.

ut *the play’s the thing,” so to the

apartients, a

play. There were familiar faces missing
from both the Silverdale and Crewe
tearus. Tne Alexandra Coinmittee are, T

understand, so anxious to find new blood
that they are giving some of the older
players a rest, and the home side were
\vi'fmut their Captain, J. Cocks, their
yrafessional, Jack Cooper, and

Groome, And there were cripples, too,
on both sides. Herbert Sedgwick was
sulfering from such a bad!y sceptic
thumb on his right hand that playing
at all seemed unwise, and the same

dzle bowler, who wags severely handi-
capped by boils. J. Ankers met with an
injury in a mid-week knock-out matcl{.
which wae a trouble to him, and C. F.
Rushton, though he played the best
cricket of the afternoon, was suffering
from biliousness. It was a disappoint-
wyient that Salinon wag scarcely able to
bLowl at all, for it wag my first oppor-
tunity of seeing hin in action. He has
made a successful debut in league
cricket this season, after being in the
Army in India for five years, and play-
ing 4 gouod deal of cricket out there. He
is a fast-medium right-arm bowler, and
1 am told can make the ball come very
‘yuickly from the pifch, and sometimes
turnsg slightly from the off and sometimes
The two or three overs I
saw him deliver were no criterion what-
ever, as he was obviously in pain, ‘and
was unable to continue. T saw enough,
however, to confirm the idea that he is
a very useful recruit for Silverdale, and
he uf{m hit so well in the last crucial
moments of the game that it was sheer
bad luck that he Jdia not win the match.
tle is a native of Leycett, a mining vil-
lage a mile or so from Silverdale.

Crewe made such a dirastrous start
that they lost four wickets for 19. Two
young playerg opened the innings, R.
Kirkhain and G. Gerrett, and another
new Sjlveraale bowler, G. O. ll({llund,
shared the bowling with Ben Griffiths.
The last named did not bowl ag well as
Y have secn him, but Garrett turned one
into fine leg’s hand with only three
scored.  Holland was Silverdale’s best
Delivering the ball from a big
ight, he kept a good length, ana

<1 at a nice pace, and some of his
vies went away a little with -his
wrin. He is a student at Leeds University.
where he has receutly taken a degree,
but T gatherad that f):'e is likely to be
availebie for Silverdale in the future.
cam shaped well, playing his aefen-
s strokes with a commendably siraight
al, and he was perhaps a little unfor.
Lanete to pull a full-pitch from Holland
on to hig oHf-stump. Sedgwick and H. !
i1, Owen, another recent promotion, then

av

cure  together., and the professional
poed straight into the torn which

i rought him such a harvest of 1uns
Lutely, fu gpite of his bandagea thvmb,
w5 playing with | such confidence
:0 I had visions of another big ecore,

which were rudely dissipated when Owen
ran him out, by calling him for a foolish
run. Then Holland made one rear to get
Fred Walker caught in the slips, and
Silverdale seemned to have a winning
grip on the game, especially when, with
salmon and Beech bowling, Owen and
J. Prince had gone, and six wickets
were down for 35.  From that point
however, Crews were allowed to pull the
game round. J. Dickensoy offered re®
sistance, but Holland bowled him with
a bailer. Seven wickets down for 53.

But then G, Banks (25) and H. Norman
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»with a thumb that had been operated on

(28), took the score to 2. Banks played
an_extraordinary innings, for he drew
right away from every ball, and played
with his bat all a-slant. The first ball
he touched went over the heads of the
slip fielders. But no attempt was mnade
to place the field for him, and Griffiths
gent him three half-volleys in one over,
which were lofted to the “off” boundary,
with no fielder to either tuke catches or
savez fours. When eventually Banks was
bowled by a straight half-volley, his feet
were almost a yard back from the line of
the wicket as he made his swipe. The 25
runs he scored cost Silverdale the match,
and—well, they ought not to have been
scored.  Norman batteu quite well until
Ward came on, and tossed up slows,
which yorked both hisn and Woodhall.
The total reached 114. It was a poor ex-
hibition of batting against very moderate
bowling, and the rate of scoring was
slow to wearisoineness,

Holland and Beech were the best of
the bowlers, and the foimer hag three
for 31, but the crying need was for a
spin bowler. There is two much of a
sameness about the Silverdale attack,
and a bowler who could spin the ball
and keep a length would be a * god-
send " to them. A team of virile Dats-
men, as. for example, Great Chell, would
hive taken heavy toll of most of the
stuff that was served up on this ocea-
sion,  But the Crewe batting was no
belter, to say the least, than the Silver-
dale bowling.

With the Silverdale innings, it was
quite different. Both the bowling and
batting were of better class. How Her-
bert Bedgwick managed to bowl at all

only a day or two before was a wmatter
of surprise, but he did, and cleverly,
too. Ie mixed his fast ball up with a
slow one, which he pitched well up, and
turned both ways, and C. Coffin kept a
good length, and at intervals made the
ball turn fromn leg. If these two could
have bowleq at their own side, they
would have made fewer runs. But J. O.
Davies and A. Ward, who opened the
innings, batted well. I should like to
see Ward have a .rial for Staffordshire.
He has a weakness in lunging at “‘off”
balls, which should be left alone, with-
out getting his foot across, but he can
surely pet out of that. This shoulq have
cost him his wicket quite early, for
Coffin missed him _in the slips oft Sedg-
wick. The professional’s slow one
bowled Davies and Ankers, the latter
making a bad stroke, perhaps because
he was hawpered by his infureq groin, |
and perhaps because he was expecting
leg-break, which wasn’t there. Anyway,
he played across a simple ball.  Ward
and J. Cook, a young player promoted
from the second XT., were bowled by
Coffin, with balls that turned from leg,
and Ward’s dismissal was curious. He
didd not attemipt to play the ball, but in
covering up with his pads, left room for
the ball to hit the off-stump. It was a
foolish lapse, for the ball must have
been pitched so nearly on the wicket as
to demand playing. He had played some
good bowling, and his 20 comprised
several beautifu] strokes. |
J. Whalen (acting captain) and Beeach i

|

stayed for a time, and fedgwick was

superseded by Banks, mistaken tactics |
to my mind.  Banks, however, bowled

well, making the ball swing awayv and

keeping a good length. He got Beech
caught at the wicket, and with five
wickets  down  for 50. Silverdale were
obviously in danger. But Whalen was
batting in  his olq form, and when

Charlie Rushton joined him, Silverdale
stock rose. The left-hander played like
a class batsman from the first ball he ye-
ceived.  The pair got within 20 runs of
victory before Whalen (29) was tempted
by Seduwick’s slow ball, and edged it
up on the “off."” Then Noviwan was trie(]
with slow off spinners, and Holland in

fluenced probably by inane shouts from
the ring to ** hit him,” jumped in, anda
was stumped. Griffiths did likewise, and
Green was bhowled by Coffin, so that
four wickets hag gone in rapid succes-
sion, and Salmon went in last with 17
runs still required. He promptly hit
Norman for four. and altogether 11 were
added, amidst growing exciteinent. Nor
man had a fielder near the boundary at
deep-leg, but when Salmon got well hold
of a leg Lall, it locked a thousana to one
on itg counting four runs. The ball was
travelling very fast. but Owen sprinted
some ten yards. and leapt high in the
aiy to take an extraordinary one-handed
catch, and win the match for Crewe by
five runs. It was bad Juck for both
Sulmion ang Silverdale, for the stroke
would have been a boundary 09 times

aut of n 100, But It was a eatch that



deserved to be o mnteh-winner, Kush-
ton way not out 2% which represented
the classiest batting in the mateh. Nor-
man got his three wickets for six runs,
Bedgwick had three for 38, and Coffin
three for 32. . ;

Thus a featurcless game had a drama-
tic and memorable termination. And the
end was quite in keeping with my own
experience of the Silverdale ground,
which includes quite a number of sen-
sational finishes, One of them is, per-
haps, worth recalling. It happened
many years ago when Porthill went to
Silverdald with Bennett and King as their
two professionals. King {brother of the
famoug Leicestershire player) was more
of a batsman than a bowler. But on
this occasion when Silverdale had
rallied from a bad position, and wanted
two rung to win, with three wickets in
hand, King was called up to bowl., With.
his first three balls he did the * hat
trick,” and Porthill won by one run.
And I could teil of other excitements at
Silverdale if space permitted.

—_—

Porthill's Crash at Nantwich

Porthill revealeq inability to rise to a
big occasion at Nantwich. If they could
have subdued the champions, it would
have made the championship issue very
open, but their batting was a failure,
and Nantwich gained a comfortable win
to greatly enhance their prospects of a
hat-trick of chamipionships. J. S. Heath
once more ploughed a lovely furrow, for
though G. A. F. Bagguley maintained a
good defence for nearly an hour, and
helped his Captain to add for the
fourth wicket, he got no other support,
and his 41 was about the only reaeeming
feature in the visitors’ innings of 104. It
was L. HHaighton whn worked most of the
havoc in the Porthill ranks_ for he took
five wickets for 32 by some clever bowl. |
ing. F. W. Slight (31) and H. E. Bourne
(22) put the champions well on the way,
and they won by six wickets, finishing
at 150 for eight. ‘

Burslemn continued their victorious
march, putting Kynpersley out at Co. |
bridge for 89 (Taylor five for 36, R. Hol.
lowood four for 25), .and won by the |
same margin as Nantwich, though lheyl
went on to hit up 162 for the loss of
only five wickets, The chief run-;.zeltver.q,
were A, Birch 49, Ttoy Hollowood 45, and |
E. A. Oliver 36 not out.

Great Chell maae a sorry mess ot
Longton, for, declaring at 221 for 6, they
dismissed the visitors for 44. W. Vodrey
and Ikin each made 62, and W. Warbur-
ton played another good innings of 44
before being run out. 5. Welch (4 for 15)
and Frank Vodrey (4 for 26) were res-
tponsible for the utter collapse of Long-
on.

E. J. Johnson's Freak Analysis
Leek -were the visitors to Stone, and
the match was one I should dearly have |
liked to see, if only for an amazing
piece of bowling by my olg friend and
club-mate of long ago, E. J. Johnson.
But to take things in order, Stone batted
first, and though some of the regular
players were absent, they had the assist.
unce of Bernard Meakin, which meant
a great deal. F. Ravenscroft (25) and
Lee made a usefu] stand for the second
wicket, and Lee and B. Meakin then
settled down to a fine partnership in
which the batting was of high class.
I.ce, who was let off early at mid-off
missed his tifty by one run, but the old
county captain contributed 59 of the best.
The importance of fielding is often
emphasised, and one wonders what
would have happened in this instance if
Lee had been out immediately, instead
of staying to get 49. Not improbably, i
the catch hag been accepted, it would
have changed the whdle character of the
game. However, Lee and Stone profited
by the slip, the batsmen got definitely
on top, and Stone ran up.the good score
of 180 for five wickets, and aeclared.
Then Ernest Johnson *“ tock the stage,”
S0 to speak, ang bowled for about an
hour and & quarter for two runs. He de
livered 14 overs, 12 of which were
maidens, for two runs and five wickety.
If his own idea that each maiden over
shoula be worth so many runs to the
ficlding side that had been in operation,
he would have scoreq heavily for Stone,
But then his theory is that if the penalty
were Dmposed, there would be few
maiden overs. The batsmen would have
to score or get out, I wonder which in
thig case. Anyway, five of then) could
not help getting out, though thers was
no such inducement to recklessness. The
feat is not quite unique, for a year or
two ago Alfred Smith, of Longton,
bowled all through the innings (I believe

|and T. Stephenson (35).

at Crewe) for wo runs ana five wickets.
But only seven or eight overs were then
required, I fancy.
two singles and five wickets is alimost
more wonderful. Lee took three wickets
for 12, so that he had another good day,
and Leek were bundled out for 40.

Norton, at honie, snatcheq the points
from Bignall End after looking like a
well beaten side. Mayer (5 for 30) and
Higains (4 for 31) bowled out the visi-
tors for 86, of which 25 were extras, and
L.'McEllin and K. Platt were the only
double figure scorers. But Douglas
White was so deadly that Norton lost
nine wickets for 66. J. Martin (22 not
ovut) pulled the match out of the fire,
and gave his side victory, amid great
excitenient, by one wicket. White bowle(|
exceedingly well, and took eight wickets
for 26 runs.

BURTON BREWERIES CUP FINAL

During the period of over 30 years in
which the conpetition has been organ-
ised, the Burton-on-Trent Breweries
Cricket Cup matches have been the
mepns  of raising over £1,000 for the
Burton Infirmary, in addition to con-
siderable suins for other charities. There
was a large attendance on  Messrs.
Allsopp’s ground on Saturaay, when the
final roung for the present season was
played between Meszrs. Bass and:Co.’s
and  M-zagsrs, Ind Coope and Co.'s
teams. Cricket of quite a good standara
was witnessed, the priucipal features
Leing the bowling of J. Ellis (four for
13), ang the batting of E. C. Toon, who
played well for his 74 for Ind Coope’s,
Ind Cnu]»t's
won for the first time, the sccces being
as follow :—

Ind Coope ang Co.

H. Reynolias b A, Nortonn ......e
A. Lee ¢ Stephenson b A. Norton ..
D. Robinson run out ...... xsas

A, Payton b T. Dunnicliffe
G, Meakin b Diliog
E'C. Toon st Morris b A,
L. Child b E. H. King ..

R. Jacobs Ibw b E. II. King ..... 0
J. Ellis ¢ Dunniclifi b R. I1. King ... 16
V. Sandland b Dilnot 7
F. Goulq not out -....... 3
¢ Extras 3
Total veveennns e 1) ]

Bowling: E. W. Dilnot two for 81, T.
Dunnicliff one for 30, A. Norton three
for 52, E. H. King two for 18, R. H. King
one for 23.
Bass and Co. !
T. Stephenson ¢ A. Lee b F. Gould 35
L. Hulme lbw b E. C. Toon ..... . 2

E. W, Dilnot b J. Ellis ....
J. Thornley b J. Ellis
R. A. B. Kind ¢ Payton b F. Gould 11
W. Thomas ¢ R. Jacobg b J, Ellis ... 3
R. H, King run_out .9
E. II. King b Ellis 2
J. Morris not out  ........ . 10
A. Norton ¢ and b R. Jacubs 10
T. Dunnicliffe ¢ Lee b . Gould 8
! IENIPAS  eevereevnenned 0
37} BT — 1117

Bowling: TF. Gould three for 49, A.
Payton none for 30, J. Ellis four for 13,
G. Meakin none for six, E. C. Toon one
for 11, R. Jacobs one for eight, J. Ellis
sent down eight overs.

At the conclusion of the game, Mr. E.
P. Wood, hon. secretary of the associa-
tion, in introducing Lady Evershed,. said
that on behalf of all cricketers he wished
publicly to congratulate Sir Hefrbert
Evershed, their president, on the freat
honour conferred upon him by the King.

Lady Evershed then handed the''cup
to Mr E. C. Toon, captain of the win-
ning side, who, she congratulated on his
team's success .

Mr. Edgar Toon, in accepting  the
trophy, thanked Lady Evershed for- her
congratulations.  He desired, on behalf
of his team, to thank Messrs, Basn and
Co, for the sporting muanner in which
they had played the game, and expressed
n hope that the two teams would meet
again next year, but with the same re.
sult. (Laughter).

42

Fourteen overs for

b, SMW @541’»\7} /929-3.

Lichfield 1st XI. v. Wednesbury

One of the most exciting matches of
the season was seen on the Lichfield
cricket flelg on Saturday. Wednesbury
batted first, and so well did Oram bowl
that the first wickets fell for 46. Skid-
more and Leaman then stopped the rot
by taking the score to 76.  (rmu took
five wickets for 27 runs, and Siater two for
33 Lichfleld were left with hr. 85min. to
knock oft the total of 151, Couke was
bowled first ball, ang Brown then part.
nered Howard., At 106 Brown, after
batting very well, was given out lbw
for a useful 32. Plant then came in, and
Howard took the score to 118, when
Plant, unfortunately, got run out.
Howard, who scored” a brilliant 94 not
out, made the score level with five
minutes to go. Wednesbury's fielding
was very keen, anqd at one time they had
four men on the boundary to  stop
Howard, but so well was his placing of
the ball that it several times got passed
them. It was Oram’s benefit mate 1, and
there was a good muster of spectators on
the field. Scores:—

Wednesbury : W. Davis b Oram A
Hey lbw b Oram 0, G. Winyard ¢ and
b Oram i7, H. Hipkiss ¢ Kunight b Slater
3, C. Ryder b Oram 2, L. Holmes run
out 1, G. Skidmore ¢ Parker b Latham
62, J. Lees b Orvam 8, T. Leaman b Mann
12, D. Mollan ¢ and b Slater 15, F.
Greenoff not out 13, extras 11; total] 151.

Lichfield : Capt. Howard not out 9
R. Cooke b Mollan 0, J. Brown Ibw b
Ryder 32, W. Plant run out 1, W, Mann b
i Winyard 1, Major Latham lbw b Ryder
1 Rudgard not out 4, extras 22; total
(for five wickets) 155. ~ D. Parker, —.
ﬁ;;lght, A. Slater, and F. Oram did not

Blymhill v. 8hifnal I,

Played at Shifnal on Saturaay, the
Blymnhill eleven winning' by 79" runs,
Scores 1 —

Shifnal II.: F. Lawton b Hitchen 4,
F. Downes b Hitchen 0, W. Wilson lbw
b Price 0, P. Edge b Harper 12, D, Edge
b Hitchen 7, H. Walker b Hughes 3, W.
Pointon b Hughes 4, E. Nock ¢ Craig b
Hughes 7, L. Hollinshead lbw b Hitchen
12, O. Stevens b Medlicott 10, T. Nock
not out 6, extras 4; total 69.

Blymhill: A. Hughes b Walker 69,
N. Mayland ¢ D. Edge b Wilson 1, H.
Harper b Downes 7, W. Lawson ¢ and b
Walker 0, R. D. Smith ¢ D. Edge b
Wileon 27, R. Hitchen b Walker 0, F.
Averill 1bw b Wilson 13, W. H. Price b
Lawton 7, 8. Medlicott 1bw b Wilson 10,
S. Smith not out 4, A. R. Craig ¢ Walker
b Stevens 1, extras 9; tofal 148.

Stafford v, lolmes Chapel Viotoria

Holmes Chapel Victoria.—A, Jacksond
3, H, Jackson 23, F. Roberts 14, H, Hen.
shaw 0, G. Pemberton 3, E, Entwistle 7,

R, Sutton 8, R. Broughton 5, W, Stubbs
not out 34, F, Bishop 11, T, Burton 9,
extras 9; total 126,

Statford.—F, Page 18, W, T. White s, J.
T, W. Neville 52, G_ H. Greatorex 10, S,
H. Critchley 0. C, A, Woodger 1, A. S.
Webb not out 29, E, C, Kenworthy 4, J,
N. Page nct out 4, extras 3; total (for
szven) 131, E, C, Kenworthy took four
wickets for 42, A. S. Webb three for 50,
and Critchley three for 25.

8tafford 00, v. Brewoogd

Stafforq IL.—W, C. R, Ellsmoor 41, N,
S. Price 7, D, H. Jackson 17, L, J. Birch
4, R, H. Warwick not out 55 H. L.
Underwood 4, C. S. Jones not ocut 30; ex-
tras 6; total (for five, dec.) 164.

Brewood.—F. Longman not out §5, F.
Bill 27, W, Norgrove 22, J, Hunt not out
3, extras 11; total (for two) 118,

Walsail v, 8methwiok .
Walsall  entertained  Smethwick on

Saturday, and, going in first, sccre( 216
for eight wickets in two hours, thanks
to Wilkinson’s 57 and 64 by F. White-
house, Smethwick respondeq with 135
for four wickets, Webster (48) and
Rooper (41) being the top scorers. The
result was therefore a fairly even draw.
and the batting was on the day's play
much stronger than the bowling.
Walsall II, made a very ppor show at
Smethwick, whose seccond team dis-
missed the lot for 89, only three players
getting double fizures. The home team
replied with 138 for nine wickets at the

cull of time, and thus won easily.
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RECOVERY FROM POOR
START

72 For Five: 234 For Eight
Wickets.'

HAZLETON’S

FINE FORM.

In their concluding engagement of the season—against
Buckinghamshire at High Wycombe—Staffordshire made an

excellent start.

Despite some sound batting by A. J. S. James, the home
county lost half their wickets for 72 runs, but then followed an

excellent recovery.

Battcock hit out freely, and with Hazleton, added 41 runs
for the sixth wicket, which fell at 113.

Hazleton then found a good partner in Baker, the pair
advancing the total to 215, when both were out. , "

A flully it over the head of Ellerker gave

Rattcock un early 4 but he narrowly escaped
Loy bowled two dehiveries luter,  Batteock was
tukinyg his lite m his hands, and when he
luunched out again in this eventful over, the
ball went high in the directicn ol Smith, field-
iny at iong-on. Bat that usually safe pair of
hands fafled thus time.
Continuing *his merry mood, Battcock pulled
a shortish one from Burnes over the heads on
the leg side—casily the biggest hit of the
inn.ngs—and off-¢reve the same bowler to the
rails in an over which produced a round dozen
Lunch was taken with the score at 98 for five
Batlecock having hit up 23 in rather less than a
quarter of an hour, and the time taken for the
runs was just two hours.

Century Holsted.
The rate of progress could hardly te
regarded as exhilarating. As I anticipated. -

wicket was playing true. Battcock tnok
another four off Barnes on resuming—a hard

drive to the off—and sent up the century, whil
the same aggressive batsman smote the fire<*
dellvery from Ellerker, who bowled at the other
end, to the boundary. With the total at 113,
however, the left-hander completely -istimeA
one of Ellerker's fast ones and was snanped at
the wicket. His knock of 38 had occnupted him
half as many minutes, and included » six and
five 4's. That was a bit of Bucks cricket gt
;E.Stebe“' though the batsman could laugh at t'.c
8.
_Barnes having sent down two overg 1 i
diately after lunch, Lockett was given snv-’:‘fr::v-
turn, and it was now the turn of Has'etan tr
force the pace, and he did so effectively. +alin~
%“Im})‘r ortho;:kethtbnnd 8 similar numner ~r

erker, the las| m 3
straight drive. ¥ means of a full-Moodec
The “pgate” to-davy was one of th
have séen in Staffordshire's away matgl«:‘fstrin]:
season, and the home batsmen" ‘
successful efforts to secure a
frequently applauded.

L. Baker was now associated witk
Hazleton, He seemed sorely tempted 1o hit
out at Lockett's slows, but rarely found the
pitch of the ball convenlent. Once. indecd, he
was fortunate when he -cocked one 'ur.
dengerously near to where point is normally
posted, but there was no fleldsman at hand.

A SEVENTH WICKET STAND.

HIGH WYCOMBE, Monday.

Glorious weather prevailed in this
prettily-situated Buckinghamshire town
to-day when Staffordshire appeared in
their return Minor Countles engngement
with the home county.

Buckinghamshire are, I understand,
well in the running for the champion-
ship.

When the teams met at Porthill earller in the
month, it will be recalled, the Buckingham-
shire men, on a rain-affected pitch, were suc-
cessful to the extent of galng first innings
points.

On this picturesque ground, last week, Buck-
inghamshire gained a very fine victory over
Burrey II, and they were in optimistic mood
this morning. The sun shone brilliantly
and the wicket looked good enough for a gluf
of runs, though appcarances are often
deceptive.

Staffordshire Changes.

There were four changes from the Stafford-
shire team which overcame Notts. II 50
decisively, H. W. Homer, P. O. Yates (Old Hill),
J. Woodhouse, ana A. D. Wilkie comung in vice
A. W. Ikin. G. Ay Fitton, R. Howell, and E.
Mayer. Yates was making his first appearance
in the county ranks this season, and Wilkie, the
Wolverhampton amateur, his second.

The home county. skippered by W. R. Frank-
lin, was strongly represented. Winning the
toss, Buckinghamshire took the obvious course
of batting first and cpened with Prank!in and
R. H. Brooke, who faced the bowlir. of Barnes
and Ellerker, tI* lazt-named bowling from the
pavilion end.

A single to the Bucks skipper was the sole
produc: of Barnes' inital over, which saw
Brooke twice beatcr by the poce of the ball
off the pitch. Not at all comfortable against
the former England bowler, Brooie, after
registering & lucky snick for two, alsc survived
an appeal for Lb.w,

Franklin was careful in his methods. though
he Jashed out once at Barnes, hitting over
the head of Woodhouse, posted at sguare leg
It was another two shot.

Ellerker commanded an excellent length, and
once beat Brooke with a capltal swinger, though
the ball missed the stumps

Early Successes.

It mattered little, as it happened, for, in
hie next over Brooke who has scored prolific-
ally in recent matches, was well bowled with
a 'dolwvry that eppeared to swing cver so
slightly trom leg. A8 only seven runs were
on the board this was a gratifying success
for tho fielding side

Cher ' N B hings in

There proved to be still better t«. §
store. for, with the totul unchanged, Franklin
was lbw. to Burnes. Two good men for seven
did not represent a rosy start for the side in
the running for honours. . i

A. G. Skinner opencd well by off culvm‘g
Ellerker to the boundary—a perfectlv time
shot between ntd-oT and cover—this being
the most notable scor g stroke ~f the mmngla.

Barnes wors spinning the ball very cleyery
this morning, and frequently had the batsmen
feeling on the leg side for deliveric that ‘cnme
right across. This is normally & quick scoring
ground, bul runs came at o very lelsurely pacl:e
to-day, but the batsmen were probnp y
abundantly justificd in thelr action. "Jt{le
bowling wus conslswn%!y accura. @ and the

round llelding criep and surc. ; .
gxF‘lrteen runs took nearly 40 minutr i to com-
pile, and ut that toel, Ellerk:: was rested in
favour of Lockett.

An Effective Change.

A resolute partnership by Skinner and JL_\mc.s
saw the rute of rungetting appreciably
accelerated. Both batsmen waited for the right
one to come along, and then playcq good forg;
g stroke. C. sSkioner showed s’pecml aptitude
for ieg shots .and a couple of 4's trom his bn&,
were the products of a4 kKeun eye and goo
timing, ) ) BEbT i

) this pair proving stubborn, 0o
giv\g]xl1uu [Ln'l} with the ball, and the Lbax\ge
15r0v0d cirective. Skinner, 1n attempting one
of his favourite shots, turned the ball to square
leg where Yates held the catch, the third wicket
faliing at 37.

A Stubborn Partnership.
This developed into a very stubborn partner-
ship, and Baker emulated the exampic of his
partner by collecting two 4's in one over fr
Ellerker.  The position seemed to n:lemundhlol;i5
retwn of Barnes, but that did not happen for
some time. In fact, the next change was Boon
for Lockett at 139, who nearly caused Baker
to play on to his wicket. Two runs later
Woodhouse took over from Ellerker at the
pavilion end.
Woodhouse was unlucky for in his first over
he should have had the wicket of Baker
Barnes missing an easy catch. '
It was pathetic to see Baker dropped again,
this time at the wicket by Cross, Boon betng
the bowler to suffer.
The 150 was signalled after the innings had
lasted 2% lours, and the pair were still
together.  Unfortunately, Barnes was unahble
to bowl, having, I understand, sprained a knee
(While flelding, and eventually he had to retire
Battcock coming out as substitute, '
When 170 appeared on the hoard, the part-
nership had realised 57. Hazleton, with two
brilliant drives for four off Ellerker. passed his
half-century and sent up 200, after 3} hours*
batting, Hazleton was bowled at 216 and Baker
left at the same total.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—First Innings,
W B Franklin lbw b Barnes ..
R H J Brooke b Ellerker

W E Hazleton b Boon

L G Baker b Ellerker ....

A V Payne not out .....,

R H Rutler not out .
Extras

rwards, however, Boon came in  for
sozlxxfek;:nnsnnwn[, and when 60 ljuci been sig-
nalled in 75 muinutes, Barnes T(‘bt‘l'm(?d at his
old end, Boon subsequently relieving Lockett
uth;geth;gimd another useful partner in
Pitchford—one of the two professionals in the
home side—and this pair carried the total to
67 before Barnes broke completely through
the defence of erchfo.rd‘ ‘The ball, of perfect
length, rattled the off sturap ominously.
W. E. Hazleton, who is cbviously a popular
figure on this ground, and who registered 60
agalnst the Surrey Colts last weck, filled the

ancy. «
YN Hale the Side Out.

Things were still  not going tuo well for
Bucks, and when James skied o ball from
Barnes he was neatly taken by Homer at mid-
on. Half the side were now out for 72,

James had shown tine resolution in nis inn-
ings of 34 and played a big part, alon with
gkinner, i preventing @ home couaty collapse.
ttocame on  wenin lor Foor in the
arvt Hazleton cut him .or o couple,
Lie pided i past scunse teg for a
ke number  His purtner was O. C. Baltcock,
who bats leit hand

40
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BUCKS. FOIL THEM BY

FOUR

RUNS.

Barneé': and Ellerker in an
Fighth Wicket Stand.

e
B4

PARTNERSHIP OF 74.

e
v

After a thrilling struggle for the first innings lead at High
Wycombe to-day, Staffordshire finished four runs behind

Buckinghamsbhire.

A brilliant catch at long-on, which dismissed Boon, who
made a plucky attempt to hit off the runs required, brought the

innings to a close.

W. H. Elletker carried his bat for 52.

He and Barnes

batted splendidly to add 74 for the eighth wicket after Stafford-
shire had shown signs of collapse.

When Buckinghamshire began their se,cond innings there
appeared little chance of a definite finish.

| against them bcefore a single maiden wasl

| when the overnight not outs, Wilkie (4) and

RUNS AGAIN PLENTIFUL.

(By “ONLOOKER.")
HIGH WYCOMBE, Tuesday.

A determined stand by two of the
younger school of Staffordshire bats-|
men, A. D. Wilkie and F. Woodhouse,
which saw 81 added in a third wicket]
partnership last night, placed the visit-
ing county at least {n a position to chal-
lenge the first innings lead in their
return match with Bucks.

Fielding Blunders.

The Bucks total of 280 was, of course, ini-
pressive, and much larger than at one time
appeared probable, but faully work 'n the
field was the nain contributing factor.

Simularly the home county were not blarne-
less 1n that department, for young Wilkie had
two “lives " last night, while in the 40 s. snd
Waoodhouse was also let off early in 1.8 otiyer
wise admirable innings. Wilkie hit Lwo sixes|
and revealed a nice varlety of ctrokes cff
howling that was only fair. .

Credit must be given, too, to Yates and|
Homer, who put on 40 for the first wicket at!
the scoring rate of nearly two a minute. 7 hat
pace was not maintained, of course, but it is
sufficient tribute to the mood of the S.a%¥ord-
chirc batsmen to say that 31 overs were towled|

recorded.
Early Misfortunes.
The sun blazed down agein this morning

Sinith continued the 8taifordshire innings
against the bowling of Pitchford and Hazleton.

The young Wolverhampton amsa‘eur soon
veached his half century ihis morning, and
8mith ,appeared to be travelling comifortably|
when, wigh only 19 added to the overnight total,
he only half-hit one from Edwards, who wus
soon brought on vice Pltchford, and was
cleverly taken by Rutter at mid-off,

A worse misfortune to the visiting county
came one minute later, however, when Wilkie
reacticd forward to the Bucks left-hander and
was stumped. It could only have been a matter
of inches. but 1t sufficed, and Franklin
whipped off the balls.

By a variety of strokes, the outgoing batsman
had bullt up his best score for the county, and
in this innings he hit a couple of 6's and three

45W1Lh half the side out. Staffordshire were
still 135 beh.nd, and the prospects of a hard
fight for the first innings points, which would
jand them in so%oncg or Lhird place in the
ounties’ chart.
Mjri?f\r«'ncrda flighted the ball cleverly again this
morning and varled his pace suficienlly to
necessitate wary methods on the part of the

batsmen.

Barnes Improving.

On joining Lockett, Heath played some usetul;
strokes to the on, the best of them, a crisp hit

Edwards, realising three. ]
OHSubduod at first, Lockett got his first oppor-
tunity of off driving Edwards to the boundary,
and Heath drove witn great power to take
a couple of 4's off Hazleton.

When 30 had been added Lockett badly mis-
timed his effort Lo dri.e an overpitched delivery
from the amateur and was caugh by Rutter,

elding deep at mid-off.

o 'I‘hv’rall orr the sixth wicket at 1756 made way
for Barnes wli happily did not require the
scrvices of a runne.. Lut misfortune continued
to dog Stuffordshire, for when Heath banged
one from Edwards—a certain four shot in nine
cases out of ten—Rutter shot out an arm of
amazing lineal dimensions and helq the ball,
a remarkably fine catch, and Rutter's third of
he innings.

L Four good Etaffordshire wickets had gorne
this morning for 50 runs, and the deficit was
105

When Ellerke + jolned forces with Barnes
there wis still much to be done therefore, but
he began confldently enough by square cutting
Edwards for tour aad pulled the worst ball
the left-hander had sent down'thts morning
to the squire leg boundory. Thus was the
mchignity of a follow-on obviated.

A Stubborn Stand.

The double century was reached without
further loss, and Hazleton came on with a
iew hall viee Ruttr.
mlglls;kurv again got Edwards through the
covers tor four, and snicked the sume bowler
rather luckily for two in the sam: over, while
Barnes got Hazleton very prettily to the fne
3 oundury.
l(FC prmmly tyhls was t. e most stubborn partner-
ship of the morn'ng, and Battcock was
requisibioned at the pavilion end in place of
Hazleton, whose two wickets had cost 79 at
this slage, whilst Edwards kept his ®1d going
herically. He had sent down 40 overs with
very little respite.

Lunch was taken half-an-hour e¢arlier than
the usual time, at 1 o'clock, with Barnes and
Ellerker still together. ° They had added 66
for the eighth wicket, and Btaffordshire were
only 39 short of the home county’s total with
three wickets in 71 and.

Struggle for the Lead.

When the gume vas resumed an air of
exciteinent prevaried.  Rutter and Bdwards
bowled, but the left-iander soua gav: way to
Payne &' the pavilion end.

Baruvs was budly aussed at secon  slip off
the fast be but the larre wes not serious
as the former Englasd player was tak.a at the
wicket otf Pave

Tho

i defensive role for the most
uded sevesat excellend foreing

siots i his kneck o 28, end his partnership
Wik Elcrker had reabsed 74.

Stallordshire were 31 benind when Cross
arrived, und he mumediately ot Pavne away
to the lew, The immnes had then lasted Just

four hours. Rutter bovled tast after lunch.
and with four ships tried to tempt the batsmen
with his going-away swingers.
LVCIY run secmed to take an enhanced value
hereuboutls. So long as Ellerker remained
there was hope for Staffordshire. That bats-
mon turned Payne to the leg boundary, and
the margin of difference was redu- @ to 18,
Cross proved himself cool in a crisis for a
time, but eventually cocked one up off Rutter
'?md gave James a very simplc catch at short

Eighteen were sti 1 required whe., Boon came
in and the task of t .c visiting county was still
formidabl..

Ellerker reached his half century a very fine
Innirgs in the circunstanccs and Bonn hit a
three off Rutter, following a three off Hazleton
who hac relieved Payr.: one of the Jatter being
the product of an ov * thriw.

Boon Hits Out.

Edwards was brought on vice Hazleton, and
Boon was tempted to hit out at his third
delivery. He got p'enly ol power, but it
travelled straight to Bkinner who took the
catch brilliantly at long on, the Btaffordshire
;cétoal falllng four sl.c:t of Buckinghamshire's

Ellerker carried his bat for 52, playing a
great innings for his side. It was quite a
thrilling conclusion to the innings, and the
delight of the home supporters knew no bounds
when the first innings points were made secure.

When Bucks began their second venture at
2.45 there remained 33§ hours for play. and
with the pitch still in good shape all the
prospects were in favour of a drawn game,

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—FIrst Innings.

W B Franklin lbw b Barnes ..,... 4
R H J Brooke b Ellerker ........ 2
A G Bkinner ¢ Yates b Boon ...... 16
A J 8 James c Homer b Barnes .. 34
Pitchford b Barnes .......,.... %

W E Hazelton b Boon .......... 56
O G Battcock ¢ Cross b Ellerker ., 3n
L G Baker b Ellerker ....... v vew 4D
A W Payne c Smith b Woodhousa 2

G
R H Rutternot out ........... 3L
Edwards ¢ Boon b Woodhouse . 0
EXWUB  gars sl swmes dois i e 17
Total ....ovevvvviennnn.. 230

BUCKS,.—Second Innings,
W B Franklin ¢ Woodhouse b

EXUPES v s s s s eree. 3

Total (for 2 wkts.) ...... 79
STAFFORDSHIRE.—First Innings,
H W Homer ¢ James b Edwards .. 15
P O Yates ¢ Payne b Hazelton .. 27
F Woodhouse b Edwards ........ 35
A W Wilkie st Franklin b Edwards 53
A Bmith ¢ Rutter b Edwards .... 13
Lockett ¢ Rutter b Hazleton...... 12
J 8 Heath c Rutter b Edwards .. 16
Barnes ¢ Franklin b Payne

W H Ellerker not out

E P Cross ¢ Jones b Rutter ...,

Boon ¢ Biinner b Edwards
trag Coresssesiaesaiaseesas 12

Total ..., 276
BQWLING ANALYSIS.
Bucks.—First Innings.

O. M. R. w
Bacnes .... 17 ... 17 31 3
Ellerker .. 22 .. 7 72 3
Lockett ... 23 5 €9 0
Boon ..... 7 .. 2 %o, 2
Woodhouse 6 2 10 .. 2

Staffordshire.~—First Innings.

Hazelton .. 28 .. 6 .. 84 ., 2
Rutter .. 14 .. 2 ., 30 1
Edwards .. 40.3.. 12 .. 93 6
Battcock 4 .. 0 . 17T .. 0
Pitchford.. 8 .. 3 .. 17 0
Payne wa T ys 00 4, 23 1
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" TALE OF A MISSED CATCH

Barncs Injured and Bucks Score Freely

By “THE CRITIC"

The cricket ground at High “'\'cmnh{\%
in South Bucks, is a delightful spot.
And when the Fafiordehire team {IP'
jeeaved there for the first tine on Mfrnr ay
for their closing match of the season.
the sun shone generously, as we were
- PEETR "one jnactically without
assure it had done RIS 3 nble
variation for several weexs, dnnnp:'vu'nr1 )
we, in Staffordshire, had had very litt (f
fun, much clond, and a plenitide o
rain.  For exainple, Satarday, whirh ‘f‘ﬂ-‘
such a ** toaker " with us, was a perfect
summer day ay High Wreenihe, \'v)lel:(i
people taked of drougit and the n‘—’}‘i'
for rain. Certainiv the state o_f" 1"18
ground confirine] the reports, for ",‘;{‘i
dry and hard, 1 examined the wic e]
rather carefully lefore the start, and
thought T could deteet a few ‘SP"'TI
wherz the suifa-e mizht break  wilh
wear, but the doy's play rroved '-'!e-m-
fears 1o Le groandless, for the T'”f‘h
piayed as well 2t the fi h as at lt llel
ctait. Bow'sig who ceuld spin the balld
well could make it tumi but the only |
man who conld get any * devil " out of |
it was Barnes. Both sides wers well
represented.  DBucks made three changes
from the team that visited Porthill on
Bank Holiday, and Staffordshire had
Hemer, Wooihouse, and Wilkie instead
of Ixin, Maver. and R. Howl, as conr
pared with their ast match. .
The etery of the first day's play is an
interecting one, if slightly do efu'I from
a Steffordehive point of view.  To my
mind a jsse( cat-h had a very remark-
able influence on the gawne, and I \ynl‘l
try to =splain at the cutset why I think
g0, When Ducks tcok first 1nnincs,
Barn:ze and Elleiker bowled well. Eller-
ker kept Lis length, and made the hall
swing a lot, and Barnes was at his best.
He tuined the Lall ficin the leg more
than the width of the wicket. zun",v
brought it off the wnitch with a *fizz
that wag extraordinary on a fast, tine
vicke!, ard he epun it back from the
off. and Le made it swing as well. The !l
result wais that two su gocd bats as
Frankiin and Brooke could do nothirg
with him, ang had sfveral narrow es
capes frcm bLeing bowlzd.  Three or
four tinies ip the first cver or two the
spin completely Lent the hat, and only
missed the wicket berause the ball rose
a littie teo Ligh, That was how Barnes
wag bowiing.  With only seven gcored,
Eilerker made oune go with his arm to
Lowl Brocke, and the Bueks capiain was
leg Lefore i Darnes, Jawes and Skin-
ner survived for a time, though James
was abnost caught at third man, when
he edged ore {ram Barnes. wlo had a
rest after Lowling eleven overs for as
many runs and cne wicket. Boon got
Skinner caught at square leg, and at 59
for three Barnes reswined, and lm)vlcd, if
possible, leiter than ever. Tis first
three overs yielded no runs. and secured
two wickets. And ihe:n Batteock, a tall
teft-hander, with a penchant for hitting.
came in, and imn.ediately lifted DBarnes
to the ¢n Loundary, where Arthur Smith,
one cf the safest catches in the long
field I krow, arcpped the ball. That
was the slip that s2cmed to me t
chenge the whole trend of the game
One does net stress it to call undu2 at
ion.ta the mistake of a voung player.,
cause of the intiinsic interrst of
the incident. ¢ the contrary it Ishnu‘hl
e emphasiveq that Arthur Smith's fie'd-
ing has s'cod aut as anz of the bright
spota in the playv of the eounty team
this ceason, and he has made several
rut-field cateles with as safe and clean
a pair of hands as anvone could wish
to see in the field. It was sheer bad
hick that when his tmn came to make
the inevitab’e slip, which reminds us
that nien are not machines, it chanced
to be fraught with unusnal siznificance.
It happened when Baineg was bowling
like cne insvired. and it snappcd the
tension, as ¢: were, 17 the cateh had been
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made, Barnes would have hkad four
wickets for 11 in 15 overs, a lett-handed
clogeer, always more liable ty slog sue
cessfuliy for a tinie against Barnies than

a ht-hander, would have gone, and
six wickets woull have been down for
72. with everything pointing to the pro-

bability of Barres going through t!e
rema‘ndey of the side. Instead, Battcock
lashed out &zt Barnes, mowed him out
of the field fer scix, and in three overs
seored 26 runs off him, while his partner
got none. arnes was taken off again
at that point, and the rame went dead
against Staffordshire. The great bowler
would, no doubt, have come on again
later to prevent the heavy s-oring which
took place, but he wrenched one of his
knees, and was unable to trust it again
in the match, He was in such danger
of a rerious hreakdown that he retired
from the field, a lccal cricketer fielding
as substitute for the remainder of the
innings.

But befora he lcft the field, he missed
catching Baker in the rlips off Waod-
house when that plaver had scored 10,
and with another run added to his score, |
Cross failed to take a low catch on the
off side off Boon,

From the time of Battcock's lively
knock and the dlimination of Barnes from
the Staffordshire attack, the hoine bats.
men got definitely on top, and some good
batting was reen. Lockett pegged away
with no succese, and Ellerker also bowled
well, but Boon was so erratic that con-
siderahle toll was taken of him. It was
a trimmer with which he oventually
bowled  Hazelton, who Inyed the
soundest innings on the DBucks side.
There were two valuable standa, Iazel.
ton and Baker adding 103 for the Tth
wicket, and Payne and Rutter 64 for the
8th, and by these big lifta the total
mounted up to proportions which aeemed
out of the quertion in the early part of
the inninge.  Rutter made his runa hy |
wix fours, two threer, and one ringlo,
which giver some indication of the way
in which the Staffordshire bowling was
treated. Woodhoure had two short
spells of bowling, and by tecuring the
last two wickets in one over, got quite
gond figules.

The visiting county haqd an hour and
threc-quarters’ heatiting before the close,
and made a gallant yesponee, for which
they ware chictly indebted to two of this
yenr's reeruita, I, Woodheuse and A, D, |
Wiikie. H. W. Homer anq P. O. Yates |
made a brisk start against Ilazelton.
medium-pace, and Rutter, the tal] lad,
who bowled fast from a big height. It
was Yates's first appearance with the
county this season, and he had fiva
fours, all geod shots in his 27. But he
and Homer had gone with 45 on the
hoard. Homer popped one up to short
leg, and Yates wos out to a mishit,
Then  Weodhouse and  Wilkie  settled
down to play athactive cricket. Wilkie
war rather freer in style, and he hit a
no-ball from Edwarde cut of the ground
at square leg for six, hut Waoodhour:
cut crisplv when opportunity offered,
angd also dreve hard and low anything
a little over-pitched. After Edwards had
changed ends, Wilkie again hit him for
£ix, a sweet on di.ve, but having passed
the 40 mmark he seemed to get a little im-
patient hecauee accurate vowling en-
‘orced a slackening in the rate of Reor-
ing, and made several 14sh strokes from
which he might have been out. One wag
a direct catch near the on boundary
which Ekinner unaccountably « l;'t‘
down."  Wiikie steadied himself, hug
just when the pair looked like playing
out tinie, an in twinger from Ed\\-n) ?L
which kept rather low bowled Wn 5
hour2. At the cloge th'ew score w g
for three. with Wilkie 47 and ~th“as =
in an interesting position, € rame

Tm.u Struggle for First inningg Lead
da\‘\jl‘xf]n lﬁhe BAMe was resumeq on Tues-
day Ae same delightfy] conditions
arled. and a fajyl oug colllp")il;lc};
of tense excitement, ik SRache ate
( 2 » Wh i
:\]*]i’ékpmipl when the 153’ r;&cf}]:;ii 1;0"}-
v et fell, and Bucks hag gainersl5 1;‘3

Innings points by
four runs. Y the narroy margin of

. from th
8porting aspect of alwa et
: Vs pla i
sStt;akfior(}sh:re had x_mthin}g yr;{;fexl"?a;vm'
g % 10T & win, either outright or Jx&




lin the final placings, with &

"a demnnstration of delight, which

the firct  innings, would have .

Surrey 11, as runners-up to O

ret
31, sn that they could not gain t), T
to challenz: the leaders (o play .
championhip.  But their sueeeds - I
have deprived Bucky of this right, 1r
Bueks couid ohthin 1st inning, Foinis
th=y would Lead Surrey IL by a 0005,
naction, ana he able to challenge ( |
whom tiey have not met durin, | .
scason, though they are such near yri-

beure,  Ascthe Rtaffordshire roop,
proached nearer and nearer to () 3
which the Lnne gide hLad eompniied 1,
sprectators held their breath with o,
suepence  while every ball was bey .
and when Skinner ran in from tha on
bounaary to safely negotiate o ...
catell from a hard hit by Boon, (i« tey.-
sion snapped, and the crowd hroke

have done justice to an exciting <,
mateh. . .

Wiikie and Smith continueq the
forazhir2 innings at 11 o'elock, and
got a trio of choice boundary stio:
cutting Edwards twice behind point ;
turning  «ne  deliciously *““round
corner.”  But he did not get over
ball sufficiently in trying an off dpj, g
and  Rutter held a  hot ecateh
wid-off.  In the meantime Wiikie h.q
completed his fifty in hig second eounty
inuinps, having made 27, not out. on }jy
only previous appearance at Wolver.
hanpton.  H~ has clearly proved hip,.
celf a eounty bateman, for he js p-e
only a free hitter, but can play prcq
bowling, vith a round defence, s losy
as his patience will hold out. A gong
ficlder also, one uevoutly hopes that b
will eontrive to find the time for county
cricket.  His county needs him, and h»
would find the county Programie wonlj
provide him with a season's good ¢ig
ericket.  He was very smartly st
when he sizppeq in to drive Ldw
being Beaten by the leg brenk. He 3
batting an bour and 25 minutes, ang hit
two sixes and three fours, giving no
chance until after passing 40,

Lockett enulated Smith, for after one
or twn gaod strokeg he drove Hn.y‘.s'.lr.n
hard and siraight into the hands of
Butter ai mid.off. Stanley Heath woe
Latting eonfia=ntly and well whea be
faiicd to keep the ball on the ground in
rushing Edwards away on the on-sids,
and the Iengthy Rutter took a couple of
cnormeous strides from mid-on, and with
Liis fong arm just reached a bail that na
cne else on the field could have touchsd,
the o1t of ‘“accident’ that Las Lap.
irened with extraordinary persistency to
the Staffordshire Captain again and azain
when e has lookeg like settling dovn
for o long stav. This made saven wickets
down 1o 175, and 106 still to get for the
lead. No wonder Bucks supporters were
on gourd terms with  themselves.  But
the Lome county had not got to the end
of StaHordshire's batting strength, ani
Barnes ang Ellerker, by steady and
masterful  cricket, gradually eent the
spitits of the spectators down to freezirg
point, At one o'clock they had been
tcgether an houyr and five minutes, and
vwerz playinz the bowling so comfortahly
that the odds were heavily on their
putting  Staffordshire in {front, or at
least within easy reach cof the lead by
the normal Junch time. But—wha: |
recard as an entirely uncalled-for and
unjustifiahie arrangement. appeaied (o
have heen made to take lun-h at ane
o'clack instead of the almost invariab)
practice. which js to take the inte
on hoth days at 1-30. Barnes and Eller
ker were o thoroughly set that another
haif-hoar would, iy all probability, have
seen Staffordshire within a few rung of
the Bucks total, with three wick:ts in
hand. They were 40 Lehind when the
adjourniment was taken. It would net
have besn in the least surprising if these
had Leen knocked off in hafanh
as the pair were then playinz. They h
put on nearly 70. But as so often ha
pens, the interval was fatal. 1Ia
practicaliv to make a fresh start aga
bowlers refreshed and rested, Ba
was soon caught at the wicket, with 32

ag

46

ruus still to get. Cross stayed «vhile 18
of these were rubbed. off, and then put

a kicking Dhall straight up in the air in

tryina to kesp it off his body. Rutter

was howling with more pace an ! a better
length than he had previously done. aml

Edwards obvinusly profited by his rest,

having bowled without relief all the
'morm’n;'. Ellerker was battirg in areat
'style. and with Boon in, reached his

50. Beon made a few hits of rather an
rgricultural character, ang a further 13
,were added, but Edwards was too
; clever for him, and a well-meant swipe
tonlv succeedad in giving Skinner a catch
in the long field. Ellarker tonk out his
bat after perhaps the lsest innings he
bas ever plaved for Staffordshire.

The secand innings of Bucks was in
the nature of an anti-climax. bu' the
decision to draw ftumps 2§ hours before
time—22 hours, including (he possibls
extra  time—was another irregularity
which may or may not have been justi
fierl. Barnes would not trust his knee,
aud did not bowl. He was alzo some.
thing of a passenger in the field. Eller-
ker and Lockett bowled well, but Aarcn,
as in_tke first innings, howled with no
luck. TThings just would not come off
for him. Skinuer played good cricket,
as he did at Porthill on a difficult pitch,
and when Stanley Heath himeelf had a
turn with the ball, he raceq to his 50,
though his partner. Brooke, fell at cover
when the Staffordshire Captain dropred
one of his leg-breaks in the right place,
which, unfortunately. he is not now able
to do with anything like the connnand
that he had over it years ago.

Scores and analysis :—

Buoks.—1st innings

W. B. Fianklin Ibw b Barnes ...... 4
R. H. 1. Brooke b Ellerker ...
A. G. Bkinner ¢ Yates b Boon
A 1, 8 Jam-g e Honer b Barnes 3%
Pitchford b Barnes .............
W. E. llazelton b Boop ..
0. G, Battcock ¢ Cross Iy Ellerker
L. 4. Baker b Ellerker ..., e 48
A. N. Payne ¢ fmith b Woodhonee 29
R. H. Rutter not out .......... |
Edwaids ¢ Boon Iy Woodhouse ...... 0

Extras .......... saves 1T

Total
2nd Innings

W. B. Franklin ¢ Woodhouse b
Ellerker .o.ooociiiiiiiiiinnnninnin,

o 8
R. H. J. Brocke ¢ Wilkie b Heath X2

A G FKINNEOT NOL OUL vvvviriveesiienne 86
A J. B James not out 5
Extrag 5
Total ..cosvsvsisions 103

Staifordshire

H. W. Homer ¢ James b Edwardsg ...
P. Q. Yates ¢ Payne b Tlazelton
F. Wcedhouse b Edwards .........
A. 1. Wilkie st Franklin b Edwards 53
A. Sniith ¢ Rutter b Edwards ...... 13
J. 8. Heath ¢ Rutter | Edwards .
Lockett ¢ Rutter b Hazelton
Barnes ¢ Franklin b Payne

W. H. Ellerker not out ...

E. P. €038 ¢ Jameg b Rutter
Boon ¢ Bkirner b Edwaras

Extrag
Total ..oovovvnnennn. 2
L]
BOWLING
Bucks.—1st Inng. 2ud Inns.
O.-M.R.W. 0. M R W.
Barnes ...... 17 7371 3
Ellerker -2 772 3 6 381
<2 569 0 12 493 0
275 2 722 ¢
6 210 2 51130
b 03 1
Hazellon ‘g
Rutter 1
Fdwards 8
attcock 0
Pitchfordg 4
- Payne | . 1




SEASON OF VARIED
FORTUNES.

Staffordshire’s Campaign
Under Review.

Weakness Revealed in
Bowling.

————

(By “OUTFILLD.

S THE Minor Counties table nctually put
nan appeatance one day this week, I am
cnabled to shed sonie ight on the anal reckon-
mgoas lar as Staflordshue 1s concerned. It
is a curious busiess working out these caleu-
lations when you ure only permitted o sight
of the league chart twice or thriee i i Seaser,
and I fancy that when the Just came e e
Stafiordshuire team's proranme vesan at High
Wycombe on Monday, nobody wis quite clew
as Lo what wis Bkely to happen in the cuse ol
once or the othor sade winnng outnght, or

gaining first nunnus, points.

Now the ruwets are quite clear and they show
that Stuflurdsihnre must be content with hifth
pluce. Four runs can make such a lot of
ditterence, for had the budl from I'rank
Edwards, which Joe Reon smote with suen
cevident relish on Tuesday himded  over the

boundury mstead ol i the rapacious hands ol
a lieldsman, aflordshure would  have  been
assured. or nearly so--I am ussuming that the
pods would have vouchsafed the odd run— of
thurd position.  Bul 1t didn't happen quite hke
that.

Mixed Fortunes.

It was a game of nnxed (ortunes on a ground
which had not weleomed a Stattordshire tewn
hefore, and while the visitine county it be
piven credit tor the nanner o which taey con-
tested the sssue ol tie first imnmines—the hat-
ting of A D. Wilkie. W. 1. Ellerker, F. Wood-
house, ana Barnes was full ol deternunation-
the honours I tactics must be awarded the
men ol Bucks. There mugy have been no pule
in W. B. I'ranklin’s command or reguest, which
ever it wus thut lunch should be tuken hadi-
an-hour carbier tha o usual, but 1L was o move
that served to jeop odise 1w mcasure Uu
chance of Staltordsnire gannng Urs. nines
lead, Tor both Ellerker and Barnes were com-
fortably  sct when  the  procession to o the
luncheon tables was deereed.

What usually happens atter Junch l\upprnu}
here, for the Buckinghuamshre bowlers infused
every possible ounce  gr o ocnerey  anto o thewr
avtack, and with the batsnion temporarily ulni-
seltled, w memorable ftighting partnershp was
soon cnded.

Tactical Triumph.

The other taclical triwmph was when Frank-
lin, with only a six requured to put the visiung
county in the lead, brovn:lv nack Eowards to
toss them up for Boon ta hat, and ranged lour
of his safest cutchers just wsicde the boundary
As L expeeted, the eager young Portlull pro-
fessional, who vors Lo Lwnley next scusonh
could not suy. " Get thee heluud e, and three
points, instew o cf one wore loll behind on thie
barks of the otler Wi,

Evidently, Bucks, woie content with thewr
three points for they made no great eftort Lo
win outright, thouzh the Staffordshire watack
was shorn of the power of Barnes, and agreed
to stumps being drawn when 2] hours remuned
for play—2¢ hours ut a pinch. I never leurned
the true reason for that course, and I {rankly
SaY AL was not e the hest anterests ot th
gunie.  Certwnly more than hult of the 8tut-
fordshive pluyers were not cnumoured of Uu
dea,

Season of Ups and Downs.

Allogether Lhe sceunon Just closed has been one

of fluctuating fortuncs as tur as the Stafford-
shire team have been concerned.  Atter o dis
trous beginmng at Old Trallprd. a couple ol
ciear-cut victories oyer Licolushire pulled them
round and all scemed 1o be gone well untid
the weather robned the side of certain victor,
in the tirst inture with Ches'ure at Porthill,
That, it scemed to me, was the turinag point
for in the very next niateh, the return with
Chesnire, (he side ceme a SUrprisiig cropper
They made up some leeway by ‘he captare o
three pomts trom Notos TL at Trent Bridio
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but Jost it apain waen Bucks, on thewr tirst
visit to the Coun'y, extracted w suntlar toll
trom Stalordshire an Portutl,

Splendid victories over Lancasiure 11 and
Notts IL at Stoke were instrumental i an-
proving the County position i the table il
the lnghest Lope they had on enteringe on thor
concluding nixture this week was secuaring third
position, and thut eventuality demanded an out-
right victory wiuth, of courie, was not torth-
coming,

Some Notable Knocks.

The highest nmngs hut up dovne the
seuson wus the 200 registered aganst Lincoly-
shire al Frodingham, and others of HDPressive
proportions were the 276 agamst Bucks this
week and the 270 for s1xowgiunst Lincolnshire
in the return game at Teltenhall. No century
was hit for Staffordshire durmn the scason
and the highest andividuul knock was Aaron
Lockett's 88 upuinst Notts I at Stoke. The
lowest score was T4 ugwinst Bucks ot Port!nll
und another slump in batting formn saw the
slde tumbled out for 80 by Cheshire at
Boughton Hall,

Notts 11, had the unenviable distinction of
making the lowest total for a completea mn-
ings against the Staffordshire bowling. 59, at
Stoke, and 1t will be recalied that Cheshire
had eight wickets down for 84 1 the  rain-
spoilt match at Porthiil. The highest innings
recorded aguinst was the 280 by Bucks at Hivh
Wycombe, and Notts II run up 256 for five
wickets in the sccond mnungs of the game at
Treny Bridge.

Burnes has oguin oven the dominant force
in the bowling departnent and casidy heads
the averages, lus bDoest peliormances being 4
or 32 aguinst Lancashire I, 7 tor 28 aguainst
Not's. IL, 7 lor 43 agams. Bucks, and lor o
complete mateh, 12 for 59 aguinst Lincolnshne,
AL Uimes he has pertormed with that old fire
which has mude him the most dreaded bosler
on certuln wickets lor more than two decuacs.
As far as I can sce Burnes is not hikely (o bring
his memorable carcer to a close for a season or
LWOo ycL.

Apartb

fromn him, nobedy in the side hus
bowled consistently weil,  Boon, who has huad
atrocious luck i several matchies owing to
dropped citehes, bus several pood performances
to his name, and Lockell who hus not always
struck very responsive pitches,  huas  bowled
cleverly on occasions, notubly in the sceond
moings of  the return match with Notte
Lilerker and Woodhouse have also pertormed
useful scrvice in the bowbng department but
none of the other bowlers tricd have aclicovod
success. AL umes, the deticiencies in att ek
Buarnes excepted - have been sudly eapescd
Inconsistent Batling.

Nor hus the hattine been consistent, . w
Homer, and Elerker have beon g
three most consistent run-retters, with A W
Ik, G. A, I'itton, L, H. Crump, the captung
J. 8. Heath, und E. P Cross occastonally chy-
ping ino with usetul knocks. 10 Woodhous -
A, D, Wilkie nnd A Smith came ato ' he sy
when the season wis Loy well udvaneod ol
cach hus shown promise ol vreat thanes an (e

Lockett

future.  So lony as they are avaalable they
should prove strang forces in Statlordshire
cricket. Herhert Sede s ok only appeared 1o oy

roateh and hit up 72 aeamst Lincolushire he-
sdes gettine wickets.  As he hus bheen in oo
form for his club this scuson, he might well
hove been called upon more frequently

The tieldig of the side has been varinble,
On the ground there has been Jittle to cavil nt
bul the wicket-keepor's tink mieht huve been
muade & lot easwer In the matter of catehes
there was great room tor improvenient i mor
thun one mateh. The feldin honours T shall
award to Futon, Tan, EHerker, Lockett. A
Snuth, and Boon

The wicket-keepimie ol Cross hus, for the most
part, been of a good rather than brdliant ords ol

Summary of Results,

Heve is o summary of the season's resultls
Won o Lost
Ol sk on I
m w 1. luns. Inn Pl »
W oee & e 2 3o @ 45 2 , 48 H6 00
At Old Tratford, v. Lancashive 11 —Tost by

8 wkl:
Al Prodinshm,
an ihnanes and 24 runs
AL Tettenhall v Lincolnshire - wop, by
mngs and o 78 runs -
At Porthil] \ Chicshire
Staflordshire tock 1st
Al Chester. v Choest
AUTrent Brideo, v N
Stutlordshire toolk 1st
AL Porthutl v Bueks
ook 1St annings poats

Lincolushire.— Won by

an

Match
HIULES Doy,
Lost by 10 wiky

s 11 Mateh drawn
ML noints,

Miteh drawn

drawn

Bucks

Al Soke, v, La 1 11 W 3]
m by 8 wkts
A oke, v. Notis 11 /01 35
! ) Won by .nnin and 3

At High Wyeombe, Bu
Bucks took 1st HNiLYs von

(I ateh dravn
is
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’I‘HE LUCK of the season deserted the
cricketers of the premier local
league last Saturday, when shocking

Rivals

weather conditions caused the number

of games which had definite results to
be limited to seven, and no fewer than
fiftecen matches had to be abandoned
without delivery of a single ball. In the
principal competition Nantwich stole a
march on Burslem and Great Chell hy
defeating Crewe Alexandra, and they
can now hardly fail to get their third
successive championship, their prospects
being enhanced by the fact that the
sccond and third clubs have yet to face
each ot r.

No chinge as concerns the fisht for supre-
macy occurred 1n the lower senior tourney,
L.M. and 8. Ruilway and Cheadle both having
sutficient opportunity to force a win, leaving
position - which suggests that the match be-
tween the palr next Saturday will produce o
thrilhng strugsle,

Two watters atfeciing the weakhngs wore
finally scttled. the loss of points by Kuypursley
und Hushngton determining  that those cluby
niust occupy the lowest places.

Afluirs in the major Junior Section remained

45 You were,” hut wmongst the minors Cheadle

u‘n:n-.ls:cd the margin which divided them from

Cuverswall, and at the same tune put Burslem

High Lane virtually out of the hunt,
Nantwich Coup.

The champions had cause to be thankful
thut they possess a quick drying ground, tor
this enubled their match with Crewe Alexandra
to be plaied o @ unish, after such u conun-
geney had appeared highly improbable,  Ane-
other point winch helped Lo o result way Lhut
puries caused the visiting team to be much
below strength, particulurly in respect of bowl-
e A start was made ul 4.40, and the Alex-
andre sooa sct a pace which would mnevitably
have thwarted their hosts it 1t could have been
maintained. H. Maycr was n cspecially good
form, peing strong i defence aa OcCasioliully
very powerful i ins hitting. He  puave one
chance, when 5, but otherwise made no mistake
durig w stuy of 70 minutes which suw him
nmk.«» 51 ru . H.H. Owen (130 hiclped i
mn the mose pyofituble stand of the innings, 47
for the thivd wicket, €. Cotfin also dia well

with w quickly got 19, but the last  four
wickets collupsed in the course of 12 minutes

tor cucht s, nothing being scored atter the

seventin wicket had been captured. Most of
the dunape was done by W. 'I'. Maybury, who
bu\\l(‘(k cleverly Lo take seven wickets for 50,

Nuntwich wore left with 80 minutes in which
toogel 113, and natwrully opened with thetr
fust svorers, but they had o shock when P, W,
shght was out to the first ball sent down.
‘The position was retrieved by H, . Bourne
18, and Alee Hinde 133), who lorced the pace
s effectively that 46 ruie came in 19 minutes
pulore Bourne was sent back. Hinde scored
24 lrom two overs, hitting which gave the later
putsmen  plenty ol bme. Another haghly
stand was thut of J. E. Smith 29,
und T. W. sSteventon (18, the pair
leaving only

net ooty L
collecting 36 for the tfth wicket

nme to he got. Coffin and C. Banks shared
the wickets which fdll, Coflin huving threce tor
20 und Banks three for 40.

Burslem Baulked.

AL Stone play commenced at 530, und the
home side oczupied the pitea during the whole
ot the 23 hours, compiling 92 for the loss of
Spht wickels. Anxlous to grasp every possible
chiance of creeping nearcr to Nantwich, Burs-
lem had put Stone in, but b was carly evident
that tie hoped-tor coirapse would nut occur,
the  home batsmen being content to play

Lsteadtly, without taking the shghtest risk. The

case wuas really one of labour n vain, for
although three wickets [ell “or 16 so much ume
had then been taken up that Burslem's chance
of toreing 4 win had practically vanished, It
took 45 minutes Lo score the first ten runs,
and I, Middleten, who 1s usually a free ana
Svwressive batsman, was at the wickets 70
ai.nutes tor 5. Later, E. C. Fernie (19) and
L. Mcakin (19) scored more freely, but the
Loneral rate of run-geiting may be gathered
wom the fact that 58 overs were,sent down
tor 79 runs from the bat. It 18 questionable
whether tae pite's was ever fit tor play, and the
deciston to make a start vested with the cap-
tains.

Madeley's Fate.

Dcluy of nearly two hours occurred al Stoke,
and when g beginmng was made Madeley fared
so disustrously that feur wickets werce down
for 17, und the only semblance of recovery wis
when S, Heath (15), and E. Malkin put on
23 1or the sixth wicket, The bowhng of G.
Licwellyn wuas much too effecuve for mos. ol
their colleagues, six wickets talling to it for 24
runs.  Muaele tate was practically seitled
oy the Railway's {irst pair of batsmen. ‘T. Ball
(11 and J, €. Hulme (23) carrying the score
tu 41 brrore they were parted. E. Griftiths (two
tor & was tiie only visiting bowler to be trouble-
some.

Bowlers had matiers all their own way at
Hashngion. where Cheadle had a rare fight,
losing cight wickels belore they were uble to
surpuss the home team’s paultry aggregute.
Thanks to G. Bevan (100 and H. Tordngton
cig the varty part of Hashng.on's mnings wis
fairly sauistactory, 40 being signalled with five
wickels standing, but ufterwards W. Brough's
allack was so deudly that  the whole 1ive
collapsed at 41. Brough, in all, clean bowled
siv prayers, and his funl tigures were cight for
17, Dut to 13 trom V. Pepper, Cheadie were
e tront from a comparative aspeet when their
second wiekel (oll, but from that stage they
were losnmyg unul J. P Keates and  Brough
pol topether as the ninth palr, Brough adding
L6 lus bowhng laurels py scoring  the runs
wiited,  The brunt of Hashng'on's attack was
borne by J. Barker who huad tive for 25,

Betley Win Easily.

AL Dotley play commenced at 445
tnshed at 7.40, with the home team comlort-
able winners. The outield wus in w wretched
state, bul the game was quile  interesting,
though most of the fun fell to the bowlers.
Alsaoors Bunk were always in trouble, tor thair
nrst Lwo wickels went tor nothing, and hive
were down for mne. . W, Tor.kinson played
pluckily tor 17, und his resistunce was the main
cause of three bowlmg changes, 8. Wapgstafle
Bad three wickets for five and J. Brookshaw
three for eight, Betley's second wicket dropped
ab tive, but T. Dean stayed with €. Johnson
whilst 29 wire adaed, and Johnson settled the
sue by carrying his personul contribution to
28 (not outy).  G. Widnwright captured the
three wickets which fell for 16 runs.

Only one Ashcombe Purk butsman attalned
doubie tures aguinst Bundyford, and, in view
of the unproblable carcors of Ius colleagues, 1t
15 probubie that G. Peacock's 16 was worth
more thun its face value, Peacock wuas ulti-
mately bowled by A Bourne, who had  six
wickels tor o Sandytord lost three men for
11, but H. Moliart (11 not outi and W. Downes

and

(200 had the pame won before the  Park
bowlers met with any  further success,  The
seven wickets winehh were taken were shared

by O. Brassimeton (four for 17) and V. Stubbs
(three for threer.
Junior Doings.

Bursiem made @ bold attempt to snateh a
winoab the expense of Stone, three of their
batsmen scorime so rapidly that runs came at
the rate of nearly seven per over. E. Cotton
138, not oul) kept one end gomg all through,
and the b hitting was done by J. Fenton
(38 and H. Sharpe (45, nov oul», who each
found the boundary scven times.  Bursiem's
tacties looked like bemg successful when three
ot their opponents had returned for 8 runs,
put B. J. Devancy (23, not oul) and E. Slynn
<17 nol oul) were immovable. and a draw was
wevitable long before ume was called,

he feature of the mateh at Onneley, where
L. M. and S. Rullway were represented by ¢ighy
shavers, was the all-round ericket of F. Whalen,
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who muade a cap.ial 453 and took three wickets
for 12 runs.  Four other Onneley players
attained doublves, the best of them being S
Royle (20 not outs. The visitors made a good
attempt to play out time. nut with only seven
wickets to fall their efforts just failed. The
most cffective Ruilway bowler was B. Pepper
tfour for 37).

Cheadle’'s hopes of honours were accentuated
by @ runaway victory at *he expense ol nine
players of Burslem High Lanc. Batung first,
Cheudle hit up 109 in 90 minutes, after a bad
start which saw two wickets go for 7. A good
stand by J. A. Hurst (35) und J. Shaw pulled
the game round and dual {igures from three
other batsmen brought a  position which
jusified a declaration  The wvisitors' batting
was a calamitous aflair, after W. Mould (11
and R. Bulings «13) had collected 24 as the
first pair, the other seven wickets dropping for
half-a-dvzen  runs. Bowling unchanged, A.
Whitchurst had taree for 10 and W. Brough
three for 20, two men “eing run out.

Results and Tables.

Senlor  Division.—Section A"
1 L. D. I'ts
Nontw ol 2 a ., 3
Buislem s a 2 ..
Groas Chell L 2 7 .29
Parthill 15k H 4 .. 24
Nortoy 6 6 .. u2
Longton 8 6 .. 18
Leth v 10 3 .07
Budoall Pod . ¢ ¥l 3 .15
Sinvendale v 5 ..
Stone ) 3 il 3 .0
Crewe Alevando TR S ] a ..
Kivpersley . IO s B 18 5 9
Pesuite Nantwe e Lo tor oy, Crewe Alexawdia
112 Stane 920 tor okt Wardem dbid not hat Aan
doned - Nortan v Lo ton, treat Chcll v Leci Sibver
date v o hoppershoys Porthnd Parle vy Bignall End.
Section * B!
1 W ] 0
LA & S0 Ry estehey 2000000 L0y
Clivadio . 0 Ly a 0
Aindley HUB ) i} 2
Caverswall 200 v 1Q t 2
Mudeley il . 0 0
Sty Tond . 11 w A Q
Aheombe Park LI 0
hid grove i o d
Betiey . . 8 1 1
Vsneer o Bank . T oae 13 Q
Fenton P 2 (TR 1
Harbutton 20 3 w0 1 7
Peendte LM N (KK Stobe) a8 tor twa
Mo ley 5% Cliea Tl for cnnt M bcton 4
Betley a5 for thiee, T LT A T AN PO
for etghits Asheambe Park 35 Abawdomed - Fouton
Kod grove, Andloy v Caverwall,
Junlor Division.—Section " A"
P.w L. (IO
B e .0 14 o % a .
ol AL) IR A 8
Sy rdale P i) ook 7 1
Crowe Aevandre " 9 7 q
BHIVR, o apmommonss 26 10 A 2
Groat Chell L n a 3
Norton L. i 1} 9 2
Ky pei ey 0 H 9 3
Nintwieh 0 7 1 2 .0
Lonztou 1] 3 12 2 .01
Stom S . n9 1 2 1 1w
Brenall Bl .20 [ R
Fesult Hursiemn 1350 1o three Gloe ), stone 57
threes Alandened s Longton V. Norlon, ( rlf.l"':(‘s‘\“[":r
o v Nt w b, Corcat et Ruyperstey
Cooniverdale, Bignati 1 Forthall T, o
Scction B
I W, 1
Cligitlley | sasanmiiii e 20 1 q
Caverswall coanaiee 200 L 1Y L B
Bursten Wigh Lawe .0 20 .. 13 . 7
~eot Hay wee wevesaner 200 40 12 7
Awdley [ | 9 9
LA & S0 Rly. (Stoke).. 20 .. 9 9
Sandylord 20 9 1o
Fenton 20 8 0
Onueley 0 q i
Alsierers Bunk 20 7 12
etley R 29 5 19
Rul-yrove o 29 a a
Beanlte Ounctey 133, 1AL amd & Ry sp g
Cheadle 103 for seven (lee ), Ihllru\ |11I‘|li1';\(; her 31
\‘)Vln‘lUll(‘ll‘. SudsTord v oseal g }tn‘]@ﬂm 30
benton.Caverswall v. Audley,  Aligors .lmu‘l:‘ :

Betley.



Sty

BLYTHE BRIDGE AND UTTOXETER
CRICKET LEAGUE.

All the matches in the First Division of the

Blythe Bridge League last

Saturlay

were

abandoned without w ball being bowled. Tean
huve reported Draycott to the League Com-

mlitee for fu'ling to put In an

according to rule, and they cluim the pointis.
In the Second Division, Stathington fultilied
their nxture at Leigh and lost by 62 to 29 on

a rain sodden wicket.
ing team put in an appearance.

appearance

Only nine of the visit-

ﬂ’I‘he other match played was at Hollington.
Tean scored 96. 8. Bentley scoring 36, and J.

Bull 22.

61, of which W. Walters scored 30.

+

*

TUNSTALL CRICKET LEAGUE.

The home team were dismissed for

Owing to the Inclement weather last Satur-
to one
match, Bucknall sccuring an casy win at Berry-

day the programme was

hill.

curtalled

Eight of the home batsmen failed to open

thelr account, the whole side being dismissed
63 for

for 21
seven

runs,

Bucknall replied
wickets,

with

Leycett have now definitely established them-
selves as champions for the second year in suc-

ce
success,  They have  displayed
spiril, plus individual ability,

one defeat, by the nurrow muir
against Fenton Amateurs.

a

s1on and ure to be congratuluted upon their
fine team
suffering only
(N of two runs
Woodland Pottery

have run them close, but must be content with

sceond place. while  Taylor's

Athletic

have

made the greatest improvement of all, having
attalned the third pusition, a distinct advance

upon their position last season.

e

FENTON CRICKET LEAGUE.

No piay was possible on Saturday in the

Fenton League owing o the raln.
visited
“ A" dedlared at 84 for five. Harry

On  Muonday
Longton

Hulmerend

Longton.

Proctor (28 rot out) und 8. Degg (20) played

well,
bad light stopped play.

BLYTHE BRIDGE

Division L

Halmerend had scored 43 for four when
S. Ratcliffe scored 30.

& UTTOXETER
CRICKET LEAGLE,

v L b rs
Tean 1 4 0 ol
Ringstoy 1o K 1} u
](.|u|~\l\ i . 1 u u wm
Flotenee . I 0 o 1 o
AMiton e 1 L7 T [} "
Stadhinglon [T 7 7 1 1
BIvth Color Wonks It 6 1 1 4
M e 10 b 1 1 11
Ouhatuong 1 b n [l i
Dioaentt 1 4 11 0 Ll
Nocpluy o any of Un matches Tist Saturday,
Dission 1L
P I\ L (LN EY
RO i I~ 14 . | "
Croswdll " 1 ) il |
Didhore I~ 11 O 1 '
Winesley In 1 N ] iy
I \lnly B 1 1 1 s |
Falford I N fu | W
Hotber o i 5 im0 o )
Abcamle Park IEE— " 1 1
Nedhugton In 0 N |
T ) ;
[ 0 4 ' '
Mo I 1 'Y
'|”"|3”“ Loh v stalligton =0 for S, Hedhogeton
i K A Tdenc L Ddionn v Al b Pk
Men v bosg Fulturg v Rongdey,
i A o g
N . ACTTTRY
TUNSTALL CRICKET LEAGUE.
P W Ia [T
Teveett | L 7 3 [ [w
’\\HIHH‘IIII| Pottery 0 0y [ . 1
Faylors vnler, 1 3 1 1
Fenton Apatears " 7 2 b
Buckuall . B 8 L -
Watt Law X 7 9 1.0y
Stuls Chewead (o, -7 9 1.
Berey T Athivtge L 0v L. b 12 0 1o
”-Ill\»l‘.\]lw.\xl . RPN B AR | 154 1 ]
Kuyper-iey o\ 0 7 L. 8 13 ..01 .. 07
it Beov hdt Avthe 21 Bucnatl €3 for 7

Alsndored s Tavlors Ath. v
Vo Waoo b Pot
Co., Ruypur ey -

v. Bute lLaune

Leveett, Yenton Amatenr
s Harriseahie wl v, Stalls, Chemibeag

S S —
FENTON CRICKET LEAGUE.

P. W, L. D. Pts

Leveett TETR . SR | 2 ..
Hhdhmerend somns vk ] 3 8 iy W
Wao'lstantonw Marsly . 1o 3 s § w24
Florneo Coliiery 9 7 1.9
Irent Vale 7 G 3 .17
tough  Close 7 9 | B ¥
Silverdale 4 8 5 gy §)
Fenion 3 Lt 5 9
Fonglon =i 10 3 9
Buehnall $ 3 .. .. 0 ..
Result.—Longlon “A™ 84 for 5, Ha mercud 33 for 4.
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CRICKET FIXTURES
FOR NEXT WEEK.

Festival Matches to
Conclude Secason.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th.
FIRST-CLASS MATCHES.

Keut v, MO,

Mrooof LoThornton's NLoove South At s,
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th,
FIRST-CLASS MATCHES.

Tard Maswbe's XIoovo MOC Anstralinn Team
An Pngland X1oov. South Afrea

NORTH ST/ & DISTRICT LE
Senior Division.—Section ¢
Bignall Lod v, Lapgloan; Messrs

AGUL.

”

Janew pnd Bonltan

Portlll Park ve Crewe Alexandra: Mosars. Plant
b Skellim,
Narton v, Lecek: Messras Latham and Condbdle,

¥ Measrs Timm« and Byrne

Nuntwich v. knypers
Mosnrs. Holmes  and

Great Chell  vo Bur-lemg
Sevensun
Silverdale v,

Stone ; Rirtles nnd Ward,

Section “ B

Aleagers Bauk v, Mawdeley; Messrs, Nixon and €. 8.
Millingtan,

Betley v,
Bulimgton.

LA S0 1,
and Brabos,

A~hieamba

Messrd,

Sandstord;  Mesars, Green ond P C.

(seore) v Cheadle; Mesors, Johnaton

IPark v, Kulsgrove; Messrs Holderoft

and Ko Landa,

Hashueton v, Covcr-wally Mesreo Wo  J o Buckley
aid Greginy .

Fonton v, Awdloy; Mosors Keehing wmd Manifold,

Junior Division.—Sectlon
Longton v, Bignall Lnd: Me-srs Wright and Brown,
Crewe Alesandra ve Porthidl Park; Messra. Butters

and Pennell .
Leek v, Norton; Me-aso Shenton and Navlor
Roypersley v Nantwaehs Messis Clowes and Taghy,
Bur~lem  v.  Great  Chiell;  Messrs. Bennett and

Shngler,

Stone v Silverdale s Mesore FoSmth and Poldson,
Section " B.

Onuehoy v Algnors Bank.

sandytord v Betho

Chemdle v LALS. RIve (Stoku).

Kod=grove v. Seot s,

Caverswall v, Burdom High Laue

Audley v, Fenton,
FENTON AND DISTRICT LEAGLUE.
Leveett v, Waolstanton Marah,
Trent Vale v. Rough Close,
BLYTHE BRIDGE & UTTOXETER LEAGUE.
Division I.
Tean v, Kingsliy.
Oahatmoor v Alton,
Nivi v Mloreoes
Bivih Colour Works v
Stalllggton v. Rocester

Division 11,

Hollington v A-heombe

Crosswell v, Tean

Lalfind v, Mewr

King oy v, Stallington,

Leigh v. Lot
FRILNDLY MATCHLS.

Congleton v. Holmes Chiaped

Hotwes Chage !l Lo v Congleton 1L
Cannoch v Trent'aam

Upton o6 boston v iBroakhirst,
Faton Pl v, Hrombarongh Fool,

Prayontt,

i,

Maeclesticid v Cliedle.
Uttonetor v, Chiurclh Gressley
Wedie by v stafoed,

Euglish Lleetric vo Bridgnorth



- COUNTY CRICKET REVIEW °
STAFFORDSHIRE'S MODERATE SEASON

o
Tho players who have represented’
Btafiordshire during the season just closed

have lacked something in. consistency.
One or two quite indifferent, displays,
counled with a want of ‘' snap ’’ and
reliakility in the fleld on some occasions,
Lave resulted in the loss of 22 of a possible
50 pointa, 80 that the year's percentage
in the Minor Counties Cliampionship com-
petition 19 as low as 56, compared with
80.68 last year and 90 in 10927, Last
year's drop from the high percentage of
he previous vear was dne to the anomalous
rule regurding first innings pointy, for,
whilst only five points weve lost by defcat
either outright or on the first innings
ten points were dropped through inability
to finish matches in which Staffordshire
hal established their superic ity by a first
innings lead. Every one of these pulled
their percentage down until their cham-
pionship chances. were extinguished. That
was in 1928, There is no such explana-
tion of the loss of points, and consequently
of perrentage, in 1029, The explanation
ig simply in-and-out form. The geason
dees not, therefore, furnish a peg on which
to hang one’s annual grumble at the
method of scoring by points ang percent -
8g>s which still” obtains in the minor
counties tourney. And yet the mere fact
that Staflordshire heve not been unduly
penalized by the system this ceason docs
not make it any the less ab~urd and unfair,
and this county is sure to he g sufferer
from its inequity aguin if it Persists.
Having given a good deal of thought to
the matter I have something tc say about
it, but this iz, perhaps,
for it, and I shall hope
subject later.

As usual, ten competition matches have
been played by'Stafiordshire, with Bucking-
hanishire taking the place of Liiecester 11
in the fixture list. No friendly games
have been played, as compared with two
—viz, agaiust the West Indies and North
Wales—last year, so that actually two
fewer matches have conyprise
progranune. -

to return to the

But this waas laygely coun-
teracted, 8o far ad followers of the game
in Noath Staffordshire were concerned,
by tae visit of the South Afvicans, who
met & minor counties eleven at Stoke on
June 12, 13 and 14.
-were the only Staffordshire players in-
cluded in the minor counties team. The
match furnished some highly-intewstingl
cricket, and but for considerable inteference |
hy rain the tourists might have been |
beaten  After the counties had compiled |
201, the South Africans were dismissed
for 130 as the result of an amazing piece
of bowling by Barnes, who delivered 82
overs without relief, and captured eight
wickets for 41 runs  The counties declarec.
at 183 for six, leaving the visitars 246 (o
gety but at 40 for one wicket the g
came to an end. The Afvicans went on
to Birmiugham to begin the fimst Test
match the next day, and in a drawn game
headed England on the fist. innings, A
little later Barnes bowled with marked
success against them agaln for Wales. 50
that the tourists found the Staffordshire
veteran more difllcult to play than Eng-
land’'s present Test howlers,

The ten competition matches played by
Stafiordshire had the following results :—
Won 4, won on flrst Innings 2, lost 2, lost
on flrst lunings 2. Thin gave them 28
points out of 5 and a percentoge of 50.
Taeir final position in the table is 5th com-
pared with 4th lust year. Oxfordshire is the
only county to gain a high percentage, and :f
Btafiordshire had even equalled last year’s
figures they would have fiuished second,
which would have given them the right '
to challenge the leaders to play off for
the championship. Here are the percent-
ages obtained in each year since the war :
—1920, 80 ; 1021, 77.50 ;- 1922, 40 ; 1023,
q2.50 3 1924, 57.77; 1925, 55 5 1026,
686.06 3 1927, 90 ; 1928, GU.60 5 1920, 5d.
The chainpicnship was won in 1920, 1921

9217, . .
&"'\Il‘hle following summary give brief
deteils of the ten matches played i(—
May 29 and 30.—At .\]un\jhcster! v. Lanca-!

shire II. Stafiordshire, 1143 (Lockett
57) and 117 (Helroyd five for 17);:

Iancashire, 159 and 79 for two |

(Payuter 50 not cut).

wickets. |

hardly the place '

d the season’s |’

g .25 and 268.--At High \V);combe, v.
g Budck!:r.‘v Htahordshire, 276 (A, D.

Barnes and Lockett |.

| h]e smacked ILee to the
1!

Tost by eight.i :

L]

Batting and Bowling Averages -

re 5 end 6.—At Frodingkam, v. Lincoln-|
s shire. Stafford=hir, 290 (Sedgwick
T2y B P Cross 10nct out, L. H. Ciaanp
44); Lincolnshire, 108 (Boon seven for}
31) and 158 (the Rev. H. sMack-18)
Won by an inuings and 24 runs.
June 24 and 25.—At Wolverhampton, v.
Lincolnshire.  Stafiordshire, 210 for
six, dectared (L. H. Crump 63, I
Homer #42); Lincolushive, 07
Barncs seven for 41) and 05 (Barnes
five for 18, Boonlfngr for 24, Won
an innings and 78 runs. »
Julyb{i mid ().—g.—u Porthiil, v. Cheshire.
Stefiordshire, 141 (R. M. Dutton flve
for 22) and 83 (Dennis _six for 38,
Wilson three for 15); Cheshire, 101
(Barnes six for 40) and 54 for eight
(Lockett six for 22). Won on first
Annings. Rain etopped play. .
July 17 and 18.—At Chester, v. Cheshl_:-e.
Stafiordshire, 80 (Dennis five for 27)
and 154 ; Cheshire, 224 (J.. N. Jones
54, H. W, todgson 47) and 11 for no
wicket. Lost by ten wickets.
July 24 and 25.—At No!tmszhnm,y\'. Notts.
II. Staflordshire, 234 (H. W. Homer
52, F. Woocdnouse 45) and 94 for
three (Lockett 65) 3 Notte. 142 (Bu.rneg
five for 57) and 25¢ for five, declare
Krowles 79, Harris 51, Copley 45 not
. Won on tiist innings.
Aug.ou.’i)and #.—At Porthill, v. Bans:
Staffordshire, 74 (Edwards six for 23) 5
Bucks., 105 (A. G. Skinner 41, Barnes
" scven for 43). Lost on ﬁnib_mn_lngsi).l
Aug. 7 and 8.—At Stoke, V. I:&ﬂ(‘ﬂbhll'(: 49'
" Bteflordshive, 100 (H. W. Houmier 49,
Y. Woodinvike 44) and 20 t'?r“trw‘_?,',)}
Lancashive, 150 (Barnes seven for i )
l]Uld 43 (Hu'rmu pine for 82),  Won by
‘wight wickets, .
Aug. l‘f.! and 13.--- At 8Stoke., v, l\mén. '”.
Ktaffordshire, 270 (Lockett 88) ¢ ‘l olt'n..
69 (Barnes 7 for 25) and l’hl' (Shipston
49, Lockett six for 45). Won by an
mnings and 55 runs.

ie 5 . . kilesrker 52 not out) ;
4 .Edlclﬁl;.)-szkow(w. E. Hazelton 50, (1'1
G. Baker 16) and 108 for two (A.ﬂ G
skiuper 55 not out). lost on fh
innings,,
FEATURES OF THE MATCHES.
The season opened badly at Old Tmﬂord’,-
where Staffordshire were wxglzg:gel-h‘r;;ieclh
ic f Barnes—s circum: h
§luLi(tZ p%ba.bly made t!:ie dxﬁerenc:dl‘)’(l;::(ﬁc‘:\
eat and victory. say 80 sedly,
bee‘{'auec. considering the state of thel\lvxf]l;i%
! don’t think the home side could 1
taken a lead of 41 on the flist mnmtg:.
and thus obtained a winning grip on I:
game, if they had had to face Bames. X
was not o bhad wickat, but it was lonebnll
which Barnes would have turned the o
with more ** life *’ then any bowler ;;V;t
wes playing on either side. LOIC %V
laved a dushing innings of 57, and H. i
fomer had taken firm root and seorec
31 when he wasn run out. The c&pt&ml
also batted well for 19, and the toh}x
reached 148, 52 being added for the lﬂh?
two wickety, mainly as the outc_omel o
Lockett's clean hitting. Lancashire %st
seven wickets for 113, but a stand by
Farrimond and Preston added 53, and put
thens wellin front.  That was when Pax'nes
was misved, for I cannot imagine Preston
Litting 46 against the leg-break king. Boon
and Lockett both bewled well, but could
not check the fast howler’s merry gaine.
Farrimond, an unorthodox bat, has a habit
of getting runs against Staffordshire. When
Staflordshire hatted agein, the left-handed
midget, Helroyd, played havec with the
later batsmen, after Lockett (30), G. A.
Titton (29), and Homer (24) had rattled
up 94 for the first four wickets. A total
6t 117 left Lancashire with only 77 to get,
and Paynter, the left-hender, hit a brilliant,
50. He wanted four for his half-century
when only two were required to win, but
-oundary and got
e Thug five pcints were dropped in
ihe first match.
Tnen Lincolnshire were met at T
om without both Barncs and Locketf,
dgwick being included for the only time
ng the season, though he had g good
“teh, and  demonstrafed his all-round
cfulness,  Boon B

roding-

e

i|such a plight that an over or

mendous pace with a
wickets for 81, He
Mack’s off stum‘)
and the rev, gentleman had the two halves
duly inscribed for presentation as a
souvenir. Lincolnshire having been dis-
migded for 108, Staftordshire started none
too well, in spite of sound batting by L. H.
Crump, but the later batsmen piled up
runs, especially Se
E. P, Cross,
through Boo

ccuracy, taking reven
broke the Rev. H.

who missed his 50 by one run
n being run out in trying to
steal it.  The tota) of 200 was the highest,
of the season, and Staffordshire gained the
first of two single innings victories over
the fen county. ~'The Hev. H. Mack made
31 and 1%, aud had the best analysis with
three for ¢1. Sedgwick took five wickets
in the match for 42 runs besiles his big
score.

In the return mateh, at Wolverhampton,
Barnes came into the team for the first
time, and 1ade his presence felt by taking
12 wickets for 50. Stafiordshire had flrst
innings, and Homer and Crump remained
together till after lunch, putting up the
best first-wicket partnership of the season
—viz., $5, of which Homer made 62,
Crumnp was tedious,

and was filth out at |
106, having batted three hours and ten
nminutes for his 63. Lockett, J. 8. Heath,
A. D, Wilkie, and A, W, Ikin:all took toll
of the rather weak Lincolnshire bowling,
and the clesure was applied at 270 for six,
It was Wilkie's tirst experience of county
cricket, and he created an extremely
favourable impression, which Was  more
than borne out at High Wycombz in the
final match. Lincolushité ™ had a bad '
attack of ** Barnesitis,”’ and with Boon
al:o howling well in the second innings
to take four wickets for 2t they failed to
reach three fizures in either innings,
Then the weather played a scurvy trick
on the home county at Porthill. Af lunch
time on the second day Cheshire were in
two must. |
'have given Stafiordshire an casy victory, |
' But rain cane on during the interval and
prevented any further play. The wicket
was aficeted by rain and scoring ruled low. |
The features of Stafiordshire ’s first innings ‘
were a clever 38 not out by Arthur Ikin,
following his 32 not out. at Wolverhamyp-
ton, and a promising debut by Arthur
Sniith, of Great Chell, “taffordshire had
a lead of 43, and with the wicket getting
wore diflicult were out for 83 at the second
atteript, leaving Cheshire 197 to get.
Small as it sounds, this was a hopeless
task, aud cight wickets were lost for 54,
Lockett being the chiet engine of destryc-
tion, and bowling flnely o take six for %3,
Barnes had howled throughout, and haq
only one wicket, but looked like getting
wickets every over, and it would not havao
veguived nany deliverdes from {he twa
to huve completed the victory of the home
county, but the min way continuous after
luneh, and Staffordshive were robbed of
the full points,
The 1eturn

mateh at  Boughton 1lall |
rovealed  the  Staftordshive team in g
thoroughly  had light. 1t was dis-
appoiuting display  however one  looks
at it.  Batting st the side was bundled
out for KU, and the only excuse for a
tarae exhibition was that the ball was
kicking a good deal, and makiug Dennis's
fnnt howling difeult, Arthur - Nith,
in his  second county mateh, showed
that the bowling codld  he played by
staying 55 minutes and scoring %2, not
out. The score of &) was passed by
Cheshire with only two wickets down,
and they took a i:ml of 141, but thiy
was because_ the Stafiordshire team fol-
lowed up their poor balting with a display
of !lehllng_tlmt would have disgraced
& village ride. Barnes bowléd 31 overs
for 87 runs and ¢ wickets, and he and
Lockett powled well enough to have
got the home side out for 100 if they
had boen supported by smart and accurat
tielding.  Statordshive did rather bette
at the steond attempt, but the wicket
was  wearing then, and the most they
could 1o was to send Cheshire in avain
to get 11 runs, and suffered defeat by
10 wvickets. Although they had the worst
of the wicket, the team gave the weakest

a

L did probably hie bust
bit ¢f bowling of the season in the Lincoln-
ehire firgt tnnings, for Le maintained tre

all-round display I 1emember to have
scen fro a  Staffordshire NI, for some
yeurs,

in two iu the middle, |

|

dgwick, who hit 72, and |




H

The first meeting with Notts. I, was
at Trent Bridge, aud found the Stafford-
shire team back to its proper form, except
that missed catches off Boon's towlng
on the second day enabled Notts. to
avoid defeat outright. Excellent bowl'ng'!
by Barnes, Lockett, and Roon brought |
about the dismiscal of the home team |
on a hard, true wicket, for 142, Barnes|
howled throughout the innings, del.vering!
31 overs for 57 runs and 5 wickets, and
the feat of endurance was an extraordinary
ore on a ground as hard as flnt., Im-
proved batting was shown, Homer (52),
I, Woodhouse (45), FEllerker, Fitton,
and Lockett all doiug well in an innings
of* 234, It wes the first appearance
of Woodhouse, of Oll Hill, in county
cricket, and he made a brilfant debut.
Going in a few minutes before the clcse
on the first day, he nonchalantly cut
the first two balls he received to the
boundary ! When Notts. went in again
Barnes started with 3 wickets for 15,
but his gruelling of the previous day
told on him, and he covld not keep it up.
Boon, however, bowling at a great pece,
rand with wmore accuracy than he has
somctimes done, would have gone through
the side if he had heen well supported
Five catches in the slips and two behind
the wicket (Cross was handicapped by
an injured finger), - were iissed, and
the young Notts. professionals . took
such eadvantage of their good fortune,
that the captain was able to declare at
256 for 5 wickets, and send Staffordshive
in with 165 to get in an hour and 20
minutes. Lockett delighted the Notts.
spectators with a gorgeous  display  of
hitting, rcoring 68 in lews than an hour,
but stumps wers drawn ot 01 for 3,

Buckinghamshlre appeared at Porthill
on  Augurt Bank Hollday, and took
first  funings polnts  from  Staffordshire
in a rein-ruined match, in which Barnes
again bowled over 80 overs in an innings
ond took 7 wickets for 43, and in which
Staffordshire collapsed. on a tricky pitch
against Edwards and Pitchford. 1£ E.
Bourne (28), maintained a dour defence
in difficult conditions for an hour and 50
minutes. The 74 of Staffordshire was
their lowest total of the season,

Then followed two matches at Stoke
in which the team played masterful
cricket to beat Lancashire 1. by 8 wickets
and Notts. II. by an innings. The out-
standing feature of the l.ancashire match
was the bowling of Barnes, who took

;Flayed beautiful :cricket;- wailst Wood-
| house, with 85, also Jived up tq_the high
standard he has set.
_BAqu AND BOWIING AVERAGES
The follo'wix_xg are the season’s averages -
! BATTING
Not T't'l H'st
Inns, outruns sc'e. [Afg'e.
H.W,Homor.... 8 0 271 62 33,87

F. Woodhouse .. 4 0 120 45
Lockett ........14 0 368 88
W. H. Ellerker ..10 8 150 52*
L. H. Crump ,,..5 0 125 63
A. W, Ikin ., 3 2uf 38*
A.Smith,., 2 121 33
E.P.Cross...... 9 4 48 4us
H. E. Bourne.,... 4 1 43 28
G. A. Fitton ....13 0 158 3¢
J.S. Heath,.,...12 0 137 23
R. Hollowood .. 4 0 41 23
Barnes 0 81 28
Boon .. 2 -3 50 14*
E. Perry..,..... 4 0 22 12
G. B. Green ,... 8 0 0 1
Al:o batted :—A. D. Wilkie, 27%, 33;

E., Mayer, 21, 6; A. A. Bickerton, v, 3
W. Lze, 5, 0; R, A. Hardy, 4, 03
Sedewick, 72; P. 0. Yates, 27; L.
McEl(n, 13; R. Howl, 18,
Bowrixa

Ov’s. M'ns, Rung, W, Av'e
Barnes ......201 .4 83 3¢5 68 5.3
Sedgwick ....-19.5 7 42 5 ¥.10
. Woodhouse 17
Lockett......250.3

3

. Mayer .. 7
Boon ... t;2 4

W. H. Ellerker 92 29
R. Hollowood 49 13
Also bowled :—1W. Led 15,
2; E. Perry, 4—0—19—1; J. 8. Heath,
20

5—0—32—-1,

fTOo, EE CONTINUED

<

MINOR COUNTIES TABLE

FiINATL PoOsSITIONS

Won  Lst
on on No
. P. W. 1stL.L.Ist. L. Ret. Pet

16 wickets for 87 runs, bowling 52 overs
in the match. Frank Woodhouse con-
firmed his form at Nottingham with an
excellent 44, end had a partnership of
87 with Homer.

Lockett again gave the Notts. bowlers
and fielders & taste of his batting prowess,
hitting the highest score of the season
for Stafiordshire by making 88 in 2}
hours. There was other good batting,
Arthur Smith and JTkin both getting
into the thirties late in the innings.
After 270 frgm Staflordshire, Notis.
were trundled out for 59. They simply
could not play Barnes, who continued
his wonderful form by taking 7 for 28.
Though they did better when they fol-
lowed on, Lockett got 6 wickets for 45
by clever and steady bowling, deliverng
27 overs. .

. In the closing match at High Wy-|
combe Stafiordshire agein lost on the |
(st innings to Buckinghamshire, but
only by 4 runs after an exciting struggle,
and it was once again faulty fielding,
eoupled with a knee inju-y which crippled
Barnes, that robbed Stafiordshire at
least of first innings points. Buckingham-
shire would Lave obtained no such total as
280 if the chances in the fleld had been
accepted. In the spirited response of
the visiting county Wilkie and Illerker

both passed thg half-century, and both

Oxfordshire ... 8 7 1 0 0 0 935,00
Buckingham ..10 4 4 1 1 0 6u.00
Surrey IL......14 ¢ 5 2 1 0

Lanes, 100 .,..12 ¢ 1 38 2 0

Staffs, ....0.0 10 402 02 20

Yorks, 11......10 3 3 2 1 1

Dorset , . 3 2 0 5 0
Hertford 8 ¢ 2 83 0

Kent 11 .. 1 5 2 11
Cheshire .. 2 2 2 2.0
Durkam ...... 83 3 0 3 2 0
Northumberl’d 8 2 2 38 170
Berkshire ....10 1 5 3 1 0
levon........10 0 4 1 3 2
Norfolk.veee. . 10 2 2 51 0
Lincolnshire,..10 1 3 4 1 1 3.3
Wiltshire .... 8§ 1 1 1 5 0 :3. 30
Bedfordshire .. 8 1 1 2 4 0 30.00
Notts. 1T...... 8.0 2 2 2 2 zZd.uu
feicester1l,... 8 1 0 2 4 1 2 ‘71
Cornwell., . Jd0 001 2 522
Monmmouthe..., 8 1 0 4.2 1
Cambridge. .8 0 0 4 3 1

|
|
|
!
|

51
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STAPFORDSHINRE PROFESSIONALS
IN LANCASILHIRD
The two Stafotdehive professtonals cn-
guged i the Central Laneasbire League,
Burnes and  Lockett, have had a re-
markably  suceensful  season, I notlee
from a table in which the spofts editlon
of the Oldham *‘Fvening  Chronicle”’
gives the batting and bowling averames
of all the professionals in the League
named, that the two Staftordshire men
occupy comvanding  ypesidcns ia 1oth
the batting and bowling listy,  In bowlhng
they stand flst and seeond of the dozen
prug:'xnimmls, and in hatting bt and
cqual second,  And I rather think the
batting tigures of Lockett are not quite
accurate, and that instead of being
bracketed equal with Slater, the Hey-
wood professional, he should be easily
second, if not at the top of the list. He
is eredited with only one not out innings,
but my impression is that he has carried
out his bat twice or three timee. But
taking the figurcs as_they are given, the
performance of our two cracks are credit-
able to the county, and pleasing to all
intcrested in Staflovdshire ericket. Barnes
heads Dboth tables, as he has made a
habit of doing for many ycars wherever
he bhas played, and his bowling tigures
would be phenomenal for everyone but
himself.  In his case they are only so by
reason of the number of years he has
maintained similar wonderful reecrds with-
out a lapse in the best class of club cricket.
Here ave the figures of the two wen :—
BarTiNag
Not. H'st
Tns. out. Runs sc’e
Barnes ..000000018 4 265 GG
-Lockett..........28 1 452 74

Av' ¢
2208
20,61

BowrLixa :
Ov’s, Mne, Runs W,  Av'e,
Barnes ......32¢/5 {2 (79 102 6/dh
Lockett..,...358/3 112 706 81 074

This §8 Lockett’s first season in Lan-
cashire club cricket. He rendered sue-
cessful service to Old Hill for several
seasons, including last year, but a new
rule passed by the Birmingham League,
which reguired profescionals to reside
during the summer within a given radius
of the grounds of the clubs engaging them,
barred him, es he was not prepared to
leave his work as a colliery fireman in
the Audley district. He maneages to com-
bine his cricket with the performance of
these duties, from which it wnay be assumed
that the summer season is a somewhat
strenuous one for him.
s ThE CRITIC,
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Second Article: A Survey of Form !
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