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Profcjssibnals‘?ivih}'the ‘North
Staffs, -and - District ‘League

By THE ORITIC

Ten of the 12 clubs in the Senior A
scction of the N.8. and District League,

which is, of course, the only eection in.

which professional assistance is allowed,
have now signed a professional for the
caming season, The two clubs that had
not done %0 at the thme of writing . were
Leek and Silverdale. TLeek will have
tho asslstance as amateurs of two players
who held professional engagements last
season, viz., L. H. Crump, who has been
their own professional for two seasons,
and E. Broderitk, who left them last
year to become a paid player with Great
Chell. I understand the view prevails
at Leck that they can do without a pro-
fessional, but such a decision has little
to commend it. A good professional
might be expected to bring a real re-
vival of interest in the town, and give
Leck one of the most attractive sides in
the league,

The same remarks apply to Silverdale,
where a bold stroke Is needed to bring
cricket back to popular favour in the
eolliery villuge, one of the oldest centres
of the game in the county. For several
seasons Arthur lkin has been registered
18 a professional by Silverdale, though,
I beleve, without pay, the reason for
the registration being that on leaving
Qreat Chell 1kin could not play in the
lengue as an amateur without standing
down for a senson. That rule hus now
been abrogated, and Ikin having been
reinstated as an amateur has returned
to his original club, Bignall End, to
help them in their endcavour to regain
their place in Section A.

Eight of the clubs have re-engaged
their last year's professional, viz:—
Nantwich (Victor Fox), Burslem (Fred
Tavlor), Longton (George Broadhurst),
Caverswall (Roy Smith), Stone (Harry
Hancock)., Norton  (Arthur  Smith),
Crewe Alexandra (Alan Poate), and
Rlythe Works (George H. Mayer).
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Porthill have made an astute move.
Their search for a good-class profes.
gional who would supply their needs
both as player and coach, not having
discovered the right man, they have
sccured the services as match profes.
gional of J. T. Ikin,  They have thus
gprung o considerable surprise. As s,
I suppose, pretty well known, Joln
Ikin, after his successful senson in
county cricket with BStaf{ordshire last
vear, signed a contract to qualify for
Lancashire and join the g.ruuml sguﬂ
at Old TraHord. The last ml‘onputlon
I had was that he would be moving to
Manchester some time this month. That
he should be at liberty to take a profes.
sional engagement in North Stnﬁor(]-
shire was, therefore, as unexpected as it
i cable,
m]‘\"ﬁl\"iwrsle_\' were relegated to Scction
B at the end of the 1930 season, and
now, after seven vears, ‘tiey return to
the top grade. If courage and ontgr.
prise reap their due reward they will
not soon lose their place again, They
have set a fine example to other clubs
by cngaging as professional a first-class
player in H. W. Greenwood, formerly of
Sugsex. Greenwood, who ig 28 ycars 91‘
age, joined the ground staff at love in
1929, and made his first appearance in
the Sussex team in 1833 as an opening
batsman. He played only four innings,
and his best performance was againsi
Cambridge University, when, on a diffi-
cult pitch, he scored 34 in a total of
only 118. In 1934 he played 10 innings
in six matches, went in first each time,
and scored 113 runs, with a Thighest
score of 32, and an average of 12,55,
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In 1935 Greenwood seemed to be enter-
ing upon a successful career as a first
class batsman, In 12 innings he scored
386 runs, with an average of 36.72, and’
made his first and only century, 115
against Essex. He was run out on that
occasion after sharing an opening part-
nership of 305 with John Langridge.
with whom he also put up 205 for the
first wicket against Oxford University,
his own contribution being 77. Against
Gloucestershire he helped J, H. Parks
to score 210 for the first wicket, making
72, and against Hampshire he made 68,
run out, and 24, not out,

For reasons of economy he was not
retained by 8ussex, has since had an
engagement with - Forfarslire, - and is
understood now to be qualifying Yor
Northants. Chiefly a batsman, he also
bowls medium-pace off-Lreaks, which
may be useful in league cricket.
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CRICKET PROSPECTS

Hopes of Good Season in North
Staffordshire and District League

By THE

P has been said that ull good things
1 comte to an end. Guod or othierwise,
e long drawn-out football season will
come tooan end Dbefore so very long.
fut erivketers cannot wait for “As.suou}:
tion football to stop, for the “winter
gamo allows them scareely three months
Clear out of twelve.  The Tj.b- League
nstatly appoints the last Saturday in
April for the start, but this year the last
m the month is Saturday, and the
granume opeus on the 23rd, a
arlier than is customary, but
soon unless the weather
nnaty.  The prolonged
gi\'oh players & much
for the pre-scason prae-
tice than they are generally favoured
with, nd many sunny and reasonably
want days. o oone hopes full :nl_\'un-
fage has boen and iz weing (:\k_on of the
eaer tional conditions to- get teady for

e playe
A CALL TO PROPER PRACTICE

aay
League pro
tew days e
not 4 day wo
should  tuarm
drought  has
firmer @round

Facering upoit the sk of sizing ap
the prospeets of the clubs for !hu_furl_h-
Comtly NS0, I have no hesitation in
stressg  the importance  of regular
and serioud practice, for upon that more
than any other single factor \l«-ppmls
the raising of the standard of ecricket
in thn League. To players I \\'nuhll Ry
(it urpeseful, omm-nlllmlml practice is
1 duty they ewe to their club and to the
Y as well as to themwelves, It
pe regarded as just as wuch an
engagement as is the mateh
. and it should inclhude

came,
~hould
inperative
at tho week-end
ficlding.

I write from experience when I as.
~ert that really serious batting practice
to periect defence, cultivate strokes, npd
eradicate  mistakess bowling practice
mainiy  designed  to gain  control .nf
lengthy and fielding practice to acquire
<arety in catehing and speed .nnd dash
in ;.-ﬁmnd work, can be as on]«:.\‘x\hl‘o as
mateh play, and match play n}ﬁmlol_v
more enjoyable as a result of it. It
makes cricket a pleasant and health-
viving evening pastime a8 well as a
fine competitive sport on Saturday after-
noons,

1 know that practice haa been neg.
teeted to o most roprehonslhh\ degree
on many grounds in recent sensons, and
1o eall mueh of what there has bheen
practice at all is a misomer. It would
Le more accurately termed fooling. Not
for the first time E would warn players

that the silly. unorthodox stroke at the

nets is certain to be reproduced in a
mateh, and kicking oneself is  futile
when one's wicket has been  thrown

awav. So let us hope, first and fore.
most, that there will be a return of the
old habit of practising to improve, or,
in other words, a mnew apprcmutmn_of
thie truth of the old axiom that practice

wmakes perfect.
NEARING THE JUBILEE

Tie ILoague was founded at a meeting
held ot Tunstall in 1889, and the first
wasen’e cricket under its auspices was
1820, when Norton and Tunstall tied for
the  championship and Norton gained
the honour by winning the p'il}“off.. So
thie s its 49th year. and the only inter-
ruption to its continuity waa the inter-
yeenum of the war years. Next year it
will complete 50 years ot existence.

The idea of binding (1.\9 leading clubs
of the district 'tcggelhor ina cmnpo(ilivp
league was originally the late Mr. W,
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C. Hancock's, and he was the League's
first hon. secretary, Starting with one
division of 12 clubs, the League has for
a god many years now comprised four
sections, cach with 12 teams. What it
has accomplished [or the good of cricket
in Staffordshire is beyvond -ealeulation,
One feather In its cap is the fact that
Staffordshire has won the championship
«f the Minor Counties many more times
than any other county, for there is no
possible question that the suceess of the
county has been very largely due to the
irtluence of the Leagne on the club
cricked of its district.

PRE. AND POST-WAR STANDARD2

It would be idle to contend that the
standard of play has been as high since
the war as it was for¢10 or 12 years be-
foro that great catastrophe. That is due
to what I regard as a mistaken idea of
cconomy. Just when the influence of
professional players of ability and ex-
pirience was most needed the clubs de-
vided to bar professionals, and when
the unwisdomn of this policy became too
apparent to be denied, and the ban was
removed, {ew clubs had the courage to
challenge public support by engaging
men of the right type.

Gradually the clubs succumbed to the
temptation to secure cheap professionals
by engaging amateur players from other
clubs in the League, and no step was
1aken to control this indefensible prac-
tice until this year. In future the sanc-
tion of the League must be obtained
before February 1 for any such en-
gagement.

But the protection, if sueh it should
Itove to be, has come too late to save
the Great Cheli club from the natural
consequence of repeated raids upon its
strong team of a few years ago by rival
<lubs. In descending to Section B Great
Chell is entitled to the fullest sympathy,
and will have the good wishes of most
cricketers for a quick return to the top
‘grade,

Knypersley, who take their place,
have had the courage to engage H. W.
Greenwood, formerly of Sussex, as thelr
professional, and I live in hope that
their excellent example will be followed
by others, and that we shall soon see
the standard of play once again ap.
proaching that of the pre-war years,

THE NEW PRESIDENT

For the coming summer [ don’t look
for any very marked improvement in
clasg, but I do look for a thoroughly in.
teresting season’s cricket, with more
Iright and entertaining play than the
other sort, and sufficient evidence that
the  district still  possemses plenty of
cricketing talent for development, and a
publie with a real liking for the game
if it is well played.

The retirement of Mr. John Leigh
aflter long and valued service has
brought Sir Ernest Johnson to the presi-
deney, and what one man of great force
of character and business ability, and a
genuine love of cricket, can do to en-
sure the continued proaperity and pro.
&ressive usefulness of the League will
assuredly bo done.

ENCOURAQING ENTERPRISE

Conditions of play will be the same as
las; year, a proposal to introduce the
cightball over having unfortunately
been narrowly defeated. The steps taken
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by the Leaguo to encourage enterpris.
ing methods certainly had somo effeet
l‘:\stl season, when only 15 matches in the
Senior A Bection were drawn, compnrel
with & general average in the pasy of
nearly 50 per season, )
Probably  the  most  potent  changes
were an increase of 15 minutes (mnTu;.
times more) in the time of actual play
by excluding the tea interval, and li\l-
allocation of three points for g
againsg one for a drawn game. In a
dry scason I don't think the l»iggo‘r
wicket made much dilference. PIrobably
1t gava bowlers a few wickets which 'l.hv'\'
would not have had with the old stay
dard wicket, but it might he (‘X]b(:t'it'\i
to have rather more effecy when pitehes
are responsive to spin and the ba mur;‘
often beaten. The chiel  argnment
against it s, of course, that it is likely
t«»”ln\~ most cffeetive when least needed
There was rather less conservatism il;
the matter of declarations last vear HI|
s the value of the extra ]m’:nt. ;n‘r a
win becomes  more generally u||||r4:-
ciated, sporting declarations will prob.
ably become the rule rather than the
exception, T have before stressed he
point for the cousideration of capliins
that the first essential sirould be Al

win,

| ample
time to get the other sidle ot mlllul-.r
than insuflicient  time  for {he othuer

side to get the rans, T should bo pe
membered that wpectators gre lhrilll"i
by a good finish and boped by "
draw, '

As T have recently dealt with the
transfers of amateur plavers sanetion ~“
by the League, and the professional .“~l
rangements made by the elubs th;\r\d‘h
no need for repetition here, In-;nn.l = l-s
ing that all the elubs except Lock o
Silverdale, have engaged 4 I,runwi,n!"l
and the only changes from luws .w‘»ll‘n'
are Knypersley's appointinent :u;(lll}‘}m
engagement of J. T, Ikin by l'm-[hnl](‘

IN RECOCGNITION OF MERIT

The League and N. Staffs_ cric
an immense debt to the hon, SOCFGL
Mr. 8. Gleaves, who S\lt‘(‘ec’(lml( ary,
founder in that office in the early e
of the century, so that the leg ] days
had only two seeretnries, and (-“f.“l,ol has
possiby have had two better. For gor
thing like 38 years Mr, mmv‘aonm.
carried out the heavy and 'o‘_!‘!l:\x
duties of his office with grent \ul‘!‘!m
and equally notable urbanity, Tld‘"l“-"
failing guide, philosopher, .nml lf"“".
of every club within the gig l‘nmd
Ivg\g\u‘. he is everywhere llmkm of the
with affectionate regard for N up to
sonality and unquestioning reg 4 per.
hiz authority. tapeet for

As the years go by the mach;
the league goes on workingml'l;::f('." of
and a great aass of work i‘;d thiy,
the secretary behind the s({mo““e by
escapes notice. That is, hoﬂns and
best testimony to its efficiency ‘6‘5. the
wish no greater boon for " ipa 'C AN
]«.\c:\ll_\' or for the league than 1] Rame
Gleaves may be able to congj 1t Mr,
invaluable service for many \_lue hig
come. JoYears o

i time

Ket owe

WHO WILL WiN?

Last season Naniwic}
championship flag tn’(t“x):::htil:e e
sizth time in eleven vears s
!om runners-up, and, 'winil;u
it. T imagine the fact thyy
divided the top club from ‘u
the table is unique. N:mtwil.
nine points above Burslem )
elpvon points in front nf'(‘.“.\
with Longton and Stone funu\\"il\( o,
ly: At the other end unlucky ('l\ﬁl(ll(m"
tailed off, 13 paints behing f\'nm: Were
with Crewe Alexandra, were n..n‘ Wha,
danger. farest

What of the coming canmie v
wich and Burslem w?ll p]?l::l‘;:l\‘l%ll\l-l Nat.
conspicuous part in the strug !I]ny u
!mnuurs again, and 1 shall be mg ° Jur
if the 0!1.’\!1!]»101\3 gain a 9-[)0iﬂiq el
tage this time. Porthill's sluinml"nn'
vear was probably a femporary. D, lst
menon, and  with  thejr '],pl,o"“'
materially strengthened, I\Iuk’tm(mlh‘R
have to be reckoned with this t'n:m Inny

Ague's
OT th
;‘.“h “\lr:
- Verifying
20 pointg
¢ thirq in
h finishey
who werpe
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Longton’s batting recovers its stability
tliey should be stout challengers, for
their bowling and fielding are good.

Bo far as it {3 possible at present to
judge of the relative strength of the
teams, those mentioned seem to be the
most purposeful contestants for the
leadership, with Stone, Caverswall, and
Leck, perhaps capable of springing a sur-
prise, though neither appears sufficiently
dependable for a championship side.
Though the present champions will take
some dethroning I shall not be surprised
if this proves to be Burslem's year.

Nor will Porthill surprise me in the
least if they add another to their long
list of championships. Knypersley are,
of course, an unknown quantity, but
they look capable of taking a creditable
position, and Silverdale, Blythe Works,
and Crewe may find themselves fighting
an uphill battle.

ALL READY AT NANTWICH

The champions profited considerably
last year fromn the residence in the town
of W, A. Smith, the Leicestershire
amateur, whose class batting and bril:
liant flelding were a big asset. He has
returned to Leicester and will not be
available. To set ngainst that loss is the
fact that Dr, J. R. T. Turner will pro-
bably bLe a regular player, and 8. Wag-
staft hus tranaferred fromn Crewe. The
latter's pace bowling should be useful,
and Dr. Turner has the style of a com.
petent batsman. J. B, Swindale i3 a
doubtful starter, and T. Batho, who was
making good in the Iatter part of Inst
season, will, unfortunately, not play for
some time owing to ill-health.

Otherwise all last year's players are
available, and though some of the stal
warts of the team are getting no younger
they give no sign of declining prowess,
and 80 far as one can judge have some
years of good cricket in front of them.
V. T. Muybury captalns tho side ngain,
with T. W. Steventon as vice-captain.
Victor Fox is retained as professional,
and E. H. Steventon will, of course,
with the skipper, continue to be the
head and front of the attack. J. E.
Smith had a good season in 1937, and
much promise was shown by E. Robin-
son, G. Bull, C. Sanders, A. Hambridge,
and J. Sproston, the last-named as an
all-rounder.

Considering that 181 wickets were
shared by *“the old firm,” Steventon
and Maybury, there was no great call
for change bowling, in which the team
was not too well equipped, but Spros.
ton and Wagstaff, and D. Blater if he
could command a length, may be
counted upon to render useful assistance
when required. The captain might, with
advantage, make more use of his own
ability as a batsman.

There is a healthy keenness at Nant-
wich, and practice has been in progress
nearly three weeks. The club is blessed
with excellent officinls, who are un.
changed, and a commendable effort ia
being made to clear the new pavilion of
debt. T understand the liability has
been reduced to about £3580, nnd there
are nopes of wiping that out during the
present yvear.

1f they are to win the championship,
which T fancy they will be definitely ont
to do, Bugslem wlill require to Improve

thelr batting, and to avoid absurd and
panicky rununing between the wickels.
They lost it last year because of those
two failings, Batting failures at the
start of the season gave them a big lee-
way to make up. They went through six
matehes without reaching a score of
100, and though threo of them were
won with wickets in hand  owing do
effective bowling, three were lost with
totals of 20, 30, nnd 57. Thereafter they
lost only twice, two vital matches, and
oneach oceasion they threw the aateh
awny by running theuselves out, one
being at Nantwich,

Finishing up with nine vietories and
one draw owing to rain), and averaging
195 per completed fanings in the last
cleven matehes they stressed the tragedy
ot those early failures. The whole ques
tion is, ean they produce the run-getting
power ol the Intter half of last senson
right from the beginning ¢ Theve appenrs
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no reason why they should not provided
the players get themselves into form by
adequate and well-ordered  practice,

The same players are available, with
the addition of N. Thornhill, who has
followed the example of G, Wardle in
transferring from Porthill. - Wardle was
a useful reeruit last season, averaging
20 with the bat, and taking 18 cheap
wickets, Thornhiil has been disappoint-
ing in the last two scasons, probably for
want ol practice  and  not  taking his
ericket seriously. 10 he makes the best
of his ability he should be a run-getter
for Burslem,

Bernard Hollowood caplains the team
for the second year, and o more inspir.
ing eaptain conulid be desived, Year atter
year he s one ol the heaviest seorers in
the League, il besides the two o ex.
Porthill plavers, he can have the back-
ing of A, Birch, W, Briscoe, J0 Fenton,
I, Wley, oGy Dexter, T Hollowood,
and R, R “u”n\\'um].

Taylor and Roy Hollowond will deal
out destruction among  opposing - hats
men, ax before, They headed the League
avernges laxt years ad oare a mateh.
winning pair of bowlers, with Wardle,
W. Fenton, Bailey, and the skipper to
back them up when needed, which s
not so very often. With Arthur Meigh
behind the stumps, it Burslem tune up
their flelding to the Bernard Hollowood
standard there will not be many tall
seores pub up against them,

IKIN AT PORTHILL

The performances  of  Porthill  last
season were much too bid to be true.
To win weven matehes and  lose  nine,
and finish No. 9 in the wable, 1s not in
accord  with Porthill traditions, and 1
look for something very different this
vear. So far as amateurs are concerned
the only changes of note are the migra-
tion of N. Thornhill to Burslem, and the
return of J. Bentley after several sea.
song at Silverdale. 1L F. Wood, jun,,
has been re-elected eaptain,

In place of Stanley Welsh, who will
play as amateur for Norton, I, T. lkin
has been engaged as professional while
qualifving for Laneashire. In him the
club hiag secured the services of one of
the best young players North Stafford.
shire hns ever turned out, a lad who is
a areat credit  to his father, Arthur
Ikin, both on and off the field,  As g
left-hand bat he may go far, and his
richt-arm spin bowling gave him &g
wickets for Silverdale last season at 3
cost of 104 runs each.

Porthill's batting may come back to
something like its customary power,
with A. A. Bickerton, J. 8, Tleath, N. W,
White, H. F. Wood, J. Bentley, . Ham.
mond, K. Gleaves, E. 8, Washington,
H. G, Gastles, J. W. Brown, and Tkin
available, and others knocking at the
door of the 1st XL

The bowling will command respeet
with Noel White and Douglas  Whitg,
bowlers of pace, and Ikin to spin the
ball either way. . Thornhill started
last year on what may be a successful
carcer as a bowler, and his progress wil)
Lo watched with interest. He also hay
preasibilities as a batsman,

The somewhat precarious tenure of
the chub’s ground adjoining Wolstanton,
Marsh has happily been ended by the
purchase of the frechold, and the' cly),
has a task of some magnitude before
1t in the raising of the necessary funds
A successful bazaar recently brought il;
i goodly s wowards it,

1 trust practice will be taken more
seriously at Porthill than was the case
last season, )

To Be CoNTINUED
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CRICKET PROSPECTS *

More About N.S. League Clubs -

PROBLEMATIC LONGTON BATTING

By THE

To size up Longton prospeets is not
eany beenuse the batting of the side is
up one year and down the next without
change of personnel. How's this for a
switel-back record?  Tn 1931 their wean
batting average was 10.32, in 1032 it rose
to 17.71 in 1933 dropped to 15638, rose
again in 1934 to 18.73, fell back 1o 16.85
in 1935, wiaw up to 21.99 in 1936, audl
lasg year dropped again to 15,68

In o more (avourable run getting sen-
son the sume team were worth six runs
lesa per wicket last year than in 1936,
1f the upand down order  of the last
seven years holds good this should be
thelr good year,  [E the playeras will give
the attention to practice which is their
common  duty T have no doubt it will
b And if the batting comes up to
serateh Longton should stand a reason-
able  chance  of topping the League
again, for the bowling andd fielding are
likely to bo as good as any.

.. Plang will lead the side for the
fourth year, with G. B. Edge as vice-
u.'npt:\in: amd George  Broadhurst  will
have his third season at Longton as pro-
fessional,  The Skipper has set a good
example of consisteney in batting, ax
«hown by successive averages of 18.79,
22.95, 24.51, and 29.45, but the following
declines  give the  key to TLangton's
fall from first to fourth place in 1937:—

W. Bourne from 34.92 to 18.43, A. J.

Chadwick from 33.07 to 19.06, G. Ped-

lov from 24.60 to 12,57 (before his in-

ju.r‘\‘), and S, Degg from 19.20 to 7.26.

Degg has moved to Fenton, but the
others named are available, and with
Givoffrey Edge, E. Payne, ¢ B Stecle,
and Broadhurst, make a poweriul bat-
ting gide if they produce the form one
knows them to be eapablo of. Of the
cight I have named fivo have played
for Staffordshire, and Broadhurst is, of
course, n Cheshire player.

It the XI. were t‘lnml’lt‘h‘d by A.
Lockett, W. Stubbs, and n new-comer
from Congleton, A, Webberley, *Dick
Plant would have a team of greal pos-
sibilities nnder his command. It s
good news that (}curgo_I’edk-y lmq {_ull_v
recovered from the serious knee injury
which he met with on July 17 last, #o
the sido will be full of good-class howl.
ing, with Broadhurst and  Pedley as
alow spinners, Payne and Dou}'nc fast-
medium, and Stubbs and \\ebherlqy
inst. Even without the last-named it
is a convincing attack.

As to Webberley, Mr. Harry Eagland
tells me that he has .']1 high (l)piphm of

im, and that is good enough for me.
gtlinl‘l in his 'teeng, I believe, Webberley
promises well a3 a bowler of pace, is an
excellent fielder, and not [wphglb]o'ng«
a batsman. He is, I imagine, nulmﬂu
the radius at Congleton, but as a native
of Longton he has a birth qualification :
Congleton will be sorry to lnsv‘lmn.
Among the reserves are R. 8 Deacon,
who was out of form and lost his place
last season, D. Dennis, uso_ful as hm'sv
man-wicket keeper, F. Nixon, and T.
Pedley, whose chance of inclugion in
the 1t XL at present is reduced by the
fact that his clever bowling 18 of exactly
the same type as that of his brother.
The groundsman has had a good three
weeks in which to mend the xlnm:\gn‘ to
tho piteh from Rugby football, which
was less serious than it might have
been if the turf had been more yielding
in the last few months. But if the uso
of water is reatricted the drought may
pe a doubtful blessing.

& L3 %
STONE'S REVIVAL
Last year Stone threw off the inferior-

ilv complex, and took a  respectable

CRITIC

position in tho League table after hav-
ing escaped relegation by the skin of
their teeth in the two preceding years.
Indeed, the club had its best season in
the League, and greatly improved bowl-
ing was the main cause of the revival.
This time there will not be many
changes in the team.  Theo batting of
the left-hander, W. Taylor, who has re-
moved to Ireland, will be missed; Lut
A V. J, Dennis, who hay transferred to
Caverswall, was out of tho team last
year aiter the first match,

The only new-comer is A. J. Cope-
land, who was a useful member of the
L.M.8. team. That is, unless cfforts
which, I understand, have been made to
persuado that brilliant lert-hand bat of
a few years ago, Harry Goodwin, to
take up the game again should prove
successful, Ile will be remembered as
having one successful season for Staf-
fordshire in his university days at Bir-
mingham, but serious illness put an
end to his cricket. I believe he has
fully recovered his health, and has
been playing golf during the last year
or two.

Resident at Barlaston, he would be a
valuable recruit for Stone, Tor he would
probably goon get his form back, 1
should like to tell my young friend that
he is too gond a cricketer to be per-
manently lost to the game, and add any
powers of persuasion I may have to in-
duce him to take it up again. It would
be a pleasure indeed to see him nsaist.
ing Stone, and, possibly, Staffordshire.
His brilliant driving is a happy
memory.

J. A, L. Wenger, who missed half of
last season owing to a troublesome in.
jury, is all right again, and continues
id the captaincy, with E. C. Fernio as
his deputy, W. A. Adams, F. Ravenscroft,
H. H. Wood, R. W, Harris, B. Shard.
low, A. Jervis, P. Wild, and J, Tomkin-
son, with Harry Iancock again engaged
a3 professional, will probably be first
choice to open the season, with E. D,
Slynn, F. P, Woolf, K. Sandiford, B.
Preston, and A. J. Copeland, as others
likely for first tenm duty when required,

Shardlow was the outstanding all.
rounder last season, with a batting aver-
age of 33, and 78 wickets ror just 10 runs
a-piece—a  wonderful record. Apart
from him the batting figures were dis.
appointing, and most of thoss  whose
names I have given should e capable
of some improvement this time.

Sounder batting (for which systematic
practice is the talisman), and safer
hands and quicker feet in the fleld are
the requircments for further advance at
Stone, for with Shardlow and Hancock
to open, and Fernie Wood, and others
to help, the attack will not he lacking.

L3 L %
CAVERSWALL'S NEW PLAYERS

Though good cricket has been played
on the pretty ground almost under the
gshadow of Caverswall Castle for a great
many years, the club has not figured
very prominently in the League. In
pre-war days, when 7Yor 8o long the late
Mr. W. A, Bowers was the head and
front of Caverswall cricket, the non-
league game was preferred, and since
the war tho tenm has not always been
strong enough to retain a place in the
Scnior A Secction.

The men of Caverswall have never
heen champions or runners-up, but they
think they might have finished segond
{ last year but for the inroads of holidavs
and injuries upon the team. Howevor
! that may be, they have made ecreditable
progress in the last three years, Ip
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1935 they ran away with the champion-
ship of the B Section, in 1838 they got
half-way up the Seetion A table, ad in
1937 finizhed third aftee o sensational
cullapso in the last seven weeks, Where.
as up to that point they  had  won 12
matches and lost only two, they wound
up with six defeats and one draw, This
time, I am told, they hope to be able
to fleld theiv full strength throughout
the secason,

In their bid for honours they hopo to
have tho assistance of three new players,

A, Vo I Dennis (from Stone), J. 1
Ragsdale  (from LALR), amld O, l".
Doran, who has been prominent il;
nonleague ericket at Uttoxeter.  Theiy

hopes may not be vealized in regard to
the lastnamed, who, 1 believe lives
outside the radiug of 10 miles, 11 fha
committes grant permission in such g
caxe T think they wouldk be creatin .
cntirely new precedent, L

EoJo Wakelin takes  over  he cap-
t;\!nv_\'. withh . A, Hurper as \‘ix‘o-vnp.
tiin, and the old players :l\'.'lil:lbll“in.
cludo A, Pickard, 1. H. Whallev A
Massex, J. W 8 Beswick, ). Utting,
and  Co Shenton, with Roy  Smith n‘i
engaged a8 professional, If Wakelin
maintiing his pace and can steer clear
el injury the attack will be strony f:u-
Massey, l’i}'krn'(l. Harper,  and lN?nniq
can give him adequate support, .lln\\'.
ever, L understand that Wakelin has n y,
bowled above medium-pace at ])l'llL'li(‘“‘
mid haa decided  not  to use hig f ‘“'
speed nearly so much this SeA8son. . Tl\,l-t
may be o wiso decision, but it seem !
pity when fast howlers are S0 sx:‘m'vs "

The batting, some of which \\':1;; b l |
par last seazon, should be imprn\'o‘l al)v
the reernita) of whom Ragxdale ]Ii((, ;
(I-xcullvm notoout eentury for (he vl:}l
ast o season in o frie - ene :
Tn'ntllunl.l e a friendly encountey withy

< < &

CONFIDENCE AT CRESSWELL

Blythe Works team o v ;
ably indeed out  of (;:l‘lltnl(l: ;i‘;:{ :r(\du.
among the elite of the League, iy, 9??"“
lnnlllf-\\':l)l' up the table, in Dite 08
rather depressing start. T alli i
win nine matvhg:_x, four in”;?ccr(:lsll.md to
one point, and administereq ﬂholzn o
some of the leading clubs, ’1‘),\.0 S to
ltho will to do even better this till} have
if they can do equally wel] thz\m’ b.“t
hu\\'e no cause for recrimination ¥ will

’Ilwrg will be little change in'
nel. W. Butler has returned (q Kl“trson.
fey, and the only new-comer of Lypers.
R, Davies, of the now defunct “I”(u s
team, who should be usetu] as g | LS,
bowler and right-hand bat of )0 ;-l“'“.'.'“
type.  Geoo Mayer, re-engaged g0 C V8
fessional, is young Olluughcto 1‘;” o.
every year, "hrove

He took 66 wickets
they cost 15 rung apiece,
bine his off-spin  with
;)f length he will knock
18 average, and in that ¢ '
attack will be rcason:&b‘];seq‘(he Workg
there is uscful support i), c, ‘Tm for
'Moo{o, n‘n(l DW. Massey, " “n(‘)“"l A,
wanders in Davieg an, ; ) Aefe.
while (i.~ Brain, a slmle(:l::"‘:‘l;t‘lAnnsﬂn'
m'crly with Tean, did we)) wmm, i,
his few appearances late last ongh on
warrant a full trinl, 7 S€ason g

Ernest Hawley will
chief again. He scored §14n}:\:80(tor~in.
and gained succesg in oy ‘t \se‘:\sun,
\\_/. }lurst‘. captain again, and L\ Cricket,
vice-captain, can give “S‘\ful':rllrn(‘r,
the last-named having com l“‘“l‘pon,
covered from an operation ‘:_‘1(;101_\- re-
him low for the last two nmnu“&‘h laig
first season in North Staffords] 18 of hig

A. E. Bennett recovereq qonl,]m'
old form in the second half of © of Ly
son, and A, Moore hits harq wl lasg seq.
there.  Much is expecteq of t\}lle he iq
young players in H, Amisol\o f the
]‘inrbor. Both gave high 1’1'0: and
time, and as Barber, whe o 8¢ I
Macclesfield, ig also g wick(‘i“ﬁl from
some class, and Amison iy dev- 109.‘ r
a bowler, they may prove o " l0ping 44
pair this year. VETY usery)

It is plearing to

spite of

last season
If he ean’,
& better

buy,
om.

he:
and Barber have beenw “g‘(}f Amigon
Bennett and Geo, Mayer to mrn]}nny«m
rogulnﬂy all through the “,im;hmghnm
struction —at  the  famoyg Frl for iy,
school, which says muceh fo, ”'* €hagt oy,
ness und desire to succeq, I kegy,.
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IMPROVED OUTLOOK AT NORTON

The Norton club suffered severely from
the removal of several of their best
players to other cluba last season, with
the result that apart from Arthur Smith
their batting was weak, while the bowl.
ing was considerably below the average.
The consequence was that only Great
Chell were below them in the chart at
the end of the season.

The professional scored 747 of the 2,165
runs that came from the bat, a huge
proportion for one man. His average
wag practically 44, and there was nearly
500 runs and 28 in average between him
and the next highest, R. Birch. Whether
any great improvement can be looked
for in the general batting is doubtful,
although there should be a better re.
sponse to tho inspiration and example
of 8o fine a bat and so compelling a per-
gonality as Arthur Smith.

The only addition to the batting ap-
pears to be H. Lowell, but R, Birch, G.
Birch, I. Waterfall, R. Hill, J. Rhead,
and W. Deakin might improve on last
year's showing and give better support
to Smith.

The bowling will be a different propo-
‘sition. Deakin, Smith, Hill, and Rhead
shared the bulk of the wickets pretty
evenly last time with averuges ranging
from 13 to 19, and they will be available
again, but with the important addition
of Stanley Welch, who was Porthill's

professional last year and will play as’

an amateur, and G. Llewellyn, who has
been the best bowler of the L.M.8. for
a good many years. These two will raise
the attack to a good average standard,
and that will make a big difference to
the effectivencss of the side.

W. Deakin has succeeded R. Till as
captain  (with Arthur Smith as vice-
captain), and has qualifications for the
joh, Tle will do well, however, to make
good uxe of the ripe judgment of the
professional,

@ L] ]
WHAT OF SILVERDALE?

Whether 8ilverdale can stand the lors
of J. T. Ikin, A. W, Ikin, and J. Bentley,
with the return of A. Ward the only
compensation, is a problem. A great
deal depends on the fitness and form of
J. Ankers and C. F. Rushton. The last.
named, who, I assume, will be captain
again (I have no direet information),
enjoyed his best season for many years
fn 1937, and scored 431 runs with an
average of 33, while Ankers, kept out of
the team by ill-health until July, batted
as brilllantly as ever to average prac.
tically 48. v

Of the rest who remain there was no
average higher than 10, so that improved
batting by the rest of the team is essen-

tial if the old olub is to meot with a fair
moeasure of success. . In view of the loss
of John Ikinis bowling the attack will
devolve mainly on H. Pointon and 17,
Boon, both good on dheir day, with
assistance from J. Myatt and any re-
gerves wlio may prove their worth.

1f Ward can recover the form which
he showed when he forced himself to the
front as @ young batsman at Bilverdale
a few years ago, he will be extremely
ueeful, but during the time he has been
away, first at Chell and then at Norton,
he has not been the same player. It
may come back on his native heath.
For the rest, the batting seems likely to
depend upon J. Myatt, P. Bloor, K. Grif.
fiths, BE. Malkin, Arthur Turner (of
Stoke City fnue), and E. Lowe,

The 2nd X1. have done extremely well
in their Section for several years, win.
ning the championship in 1936, so there
may be some useful reeruits from there.

@ @ L
LEEK EXPECT A GOOD S8EASON

My own view s that Ilm-k would have
pxpt‘l"l<‘lll““l n big revival of interest,
and probably been  strong  challengers
for the championship, if they had taken
advantage of the reinstatenient of Len,
Crump and Evie Broderick as amateurs
o engage o good profeasionnl of expori-
enve.  Other counsels  have prevailed,
The view appears {o be held that the

fact that Crump will continue with them
instead of returning to his former club,
Burslem, and that Broderick  returns
alter his egenson with Chell, renders it
unnecessary to engage o professional,
That, to my mind, is false economy.
However, their expectations of a good
season may be justified in the result,
and I think they will, though the chance
of a real boom this season may have
been sacrificed,

Leek finished last season by winning
qix of the last seven matches played, a
handsome and timely revival after a lean
time.  In spite of the loss of Broderick
their bowling figureg were good, but the
batting was rather tame.  Although
Harold Birch had yet another successful
seagson, his mantle ag the leading all.
rounder descended on Reg. Halton,

W. C. Charnock retains the captainey,
and he should lead a decidedly useful
side with L. II. Crump, W. R. Rider,
Reg. alton, Ron, Halton, 1L, Birch, H.
Kidd, A. Threlfall, B, Dale, E, Broderick,
(. Bonsall, E. Hordern, E. Hayward, R,
Stainer, and H. Aleock all still available,
hesideg a 2nd X1 that walked away with
the cliumpionship of their Seetion last
year to draw upon, and one new-comer
in G. C. Rydings, who is «tated to have
played League cricket in Lancashire.

<> L <
ALEXANDRA'S NEED OF BATSMEN

Crewe Alex. last season won seven
matches and lost 14, finishing in the
tenth place. T fear it will be necessary
to discover new Dbatting talent il they
are to do any Dbetter this year. Their
bowling figures were good, but the bat-
ting was much the weakest in the League
with the exception of Great Chell, and
was only fractionally Detter than that.
of the relegated club,

J. Broad wag the only amateur to give
anything like consistent support to Poate,
who is retained as professional, and
who did all that could be expected of
him, with a batting average of about 22
and 51 wickets at a cost of 10 runs
apiece. J. Prince, J. Hossack, and .
Barker all got wickets cheaply, and are
available again, but S. Wagstaff, a quick
bowler, after playing in less than half
the matehes last secason, has taken a
transfer to Nantwich.

Batting is the chief problem, and ap-
parently the runs, or most of them, will
have to come from Poate, F. C. Shreeve
(captain), J. Broad, R. Kirkham, G. Gar.
rett, J. Prince, A, E. Wagstaff, H, Tort.
ington, and H. H. Owen.

0 .
o o &

KNYPERSLEY MEAN BUSINESS

Having won promotion after seven
years in Scction B, the Knypersley club
is eetting ubout the task of retaining its
hard-won position and arousing wide-
spread public interest with a courage
that is wholly commmendable, and a daith
that will probably be justified. The club
owes a great deal to the practical inter-
est of Mr. T. C. Maynard, who has cap-
tained the team for some years, and will
continue to do so. The Skipper may not
now be much of a run-getter, but his
leadership is an inepiration to the side,

It was the transfer of Alf. Reynolds
{from Norton last year that made the
attack strong enough to win the cham.
pionship of Section B. His record was
73 wickets, average 6.89, W. Boon had
59 wickets at 8.16 each, and W. Winskill
also had an average under 10. With W,
Butler returning from Blythe Works, the
bowling looked reasonably adequate, so
the committee went in for a first-class
professional to give added stability to
the batting, and had sufficient enterprise
to engage I, W. Greenwood, who, as 1
have previously stated, was making good
with Bussex when he wag dispensed
w¥h as a measure of economy, has since
played for Forfarshire, and is to qualify
for Northants. Greenwood will impart
distinction to Knypersley's batting, and
will probably be useful also as a b{;wler,

Last year most of the runs were scored
by Levi Lowe (who is also smart behing
the wicket) and W. Boon. 1 have not
seen Lowe for some years, and he wag
then quite a youngster, but I wag im-
pressed by the style and resource of hig

batting. Boon, a clean hitter, has played
for Stalfordshire, and another hard-
hitting bat in A, Cooper will make a
welcomg re-appearance  after illness.
With E. Bridges, E, Lowe, P. Green, and
W. Butler to follow, the batting has a
healthy look. P. Green, by-the-bye, who
is the club secretary, will act as vice-
captain.

Knypersley have a picturesque and
well-laid ground, they have spent almost
£100 on iiproving the square, and the
boundary has been enlarged. If the
club doea not deserve support no club
ever did. But deserts don't count.
Spectators must be attracted, and every-
thing possible has been done to attract
them.
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DECLINING SUPPORT OF

COUNTY

CRICKET

Lord Dartmouth and Competition of
Sensationalism

ANNUAL MEETING OF
STAFFORDSHIRE . CLUB

EFERENCE to the decline In the
support of county gricket generally,
Jdue, in part, to the ever-increasing com-
petition of other sports and amusements
providing sensationallsm  with  which
the summer game could not compete,
was made by the Earl of Dartmouth, a
former president of the M.C.C,, at the
annual meeting at the North Stafford
Hotel, Stoke-on-Trent, on Tuesday even.
ing, of the Staffordshire County Cricket
Club, of which he is president.
lord Dartmouth, who presided over
the meeting for the first time since
taking vffice, also spoke of the eall for
brighter cricket, but said he was opposed
to the suggestion that that should be
achieved by legislation. The brighten-
ing of cricket rested with the players
themselves, and the will to win was
the most important thing in the game.
The annual report of the committee,
presented by Mr. L. W. Hancock (hon.
secretary) recorded that at the close of
the past season the Staffordshire side
occupied 15th position in the Minor
Counties’” Championship, compared with
seventh in 1936. The drop in the table
wns primarily due to the fact that the
season had to be started without the
scrvices of the tliree regular howlers of
the previous xcason—A. Lockett, 8§,
Crump, and the Iate E. N, RBacklhouse.
In addition, an injury kept N, Lawton
out of the team after the second mateh.
An entirely new attack was thus ne-
cessitated, F. Taylor and B, Shardlow
filling the vacancies, the former bowling
nearly 300 overs and taking 33 wickets in
his first season of county cricket. As
regards batting, mention must be made
of the successful advent of E. Hawloy,
the brilliant debut of ¥. N, Bryan, and
the splendid form shown by L. E. Gale
and J. T. Ikin. Gale was a model of
consistency, and Ikin, at the age of 19,
scored 442 runs, which was the highest
scason's aggregate by any StaHordshire
player since 1911. Ikin’s worth had been
recognized Dby the Lancashire County
Cricket Club, and he had this year
joined their ground staff, where they
wished him every success. R. !lam-
mond rendered useful service behind
the wicket in the absence of C, C. Guod.
way, who left to play for Warwickshire,
and the ground flelding generally was
excellent.

SEASON'S LOSS OF £221.

Turning to the financial side, there
was o loss on the season's working of
£221, due largely to the poor suppert
given to the match with the New Zea-
lund XTI., which resulted in a loss of
£115.  The weather conditions for this
match were ideal, vet the total atten-
dance on the first day did not reach
800, and the total receipts for the match
were insufficient to pay the guarantee to
the visiting side. The committee felt
that if no Dbetter support was forth-
coming for such attractive fixtures 1t
would be necessary for them to be dis-
continued.

For the coming season they had found
it necessary, in view of the serinas
finaucial position, to reduce the num-
ber of counties to be played from five
to four, and there would aceevdingly bhe

no matech for Lancashire II. this
season. It was with regret that the
committee had to report that the old
county ground at Stoke was no longer
available for cricket, having been
acquired by the Stoke-on-Trent Carpora.
tion for building purposes. Conse-
quently new grounds suitable for county
matches had had to be sought, and this
year a mateh would be played on the
ground of the Michelin Athletic Club in
Campbell Road, Stoke, which it was
hoped would be successful, so that it
would still be possible to have county
cricket in Stokd. The Wolverhampton
fixture not having been well supported
in recent years, it had been decided this
vear to play a match on thé ground of
the Walsall Cricket Club. The commit-
tee considered a suggestion that a match
should be played at Staford in the
coming season, but in view of the re.
duction of the number of counties to be
played it was not found possible to do
80, though it was hoped that this might
be possible in 1939.

The report expressed gratitude to Mr.
W. A. Adams for again captaining the
side, ohserving that he had worked hard
under difficult conditions and at all
times displayed great kcenness and a
will to win. The committee congratu-
luted Sir Ernest Johnson, a vice-presi-
dent, on receiving the honour of knight.
hood, and recorded with regret the loss
through death of two members in Mr.
G. H. Downing and Mr. H. 1. Gregory.

SEASON’S FIXTURES

The clab's fixtures for the coming
season were as follow: June 8, §,
Cheshire, at Oxton; June 13, 14, York-
shire 1I., Porthill; June 20, 21, Durham,
Norton-on-Tees; June 22, 23, Northum.
berland, Newcastle-on.-Tyne; July 11, 1g,
Yorkshire II., Wakefleld; July 20, 21,
Northumberland, Stoke-on-Trent (Miche.
lin ground); August 3, 4, Cheshire, Port.
hill; August 15, 16, Durham, Walsall.

EFFORTS TO SECURE NEW MEMBERS

Mr. A. Brodie (hon. treasurer) pre-
sented the statement of accounts which,
he said, showed total receipts of £530
18. 3d., and expenditure amounting to
£751 4s. 11d., the net loss on the season
being £221 3s. 8d. Subscriptions amounted
to £324 53, a reduction of £33 on the
previous season, largely accounted for
by a large number of resignations and
a small increase in the number of sub-
seriptions outstanding.  Malch receipts
totalled £161 14s. 3d. Regarding match
expenses and the loss on matches, he
said the total in 1936 was £789, and the
total receipts, after excluding an Ameri.
con ten, were £637: while in the past
season expenses, excluding the loss on
the New Zealand match, were £630,
ngninst total recelpts of £630, the deficit
apart from the New Zealand mngtch
heing £100, which compared very favour.
ably with the deficit for the previous
season. MHowover, when they nr{:h\d the
loss on the New Zealand match the
net loss on the season was made up to
£221 39, 8d., which, added to the adverse
balance of £592 1s, 5d. from the previous
yeur, gave a total of £813 59, 1d.
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Mr. Brodie said the committee during
the season had tried to induce many
local gentlemen to join the club, and
it was very disturbing to find that those
people whom one thought should be
most interested very often disappointed
by finding ne particular reason to join
the club. They found nlso that those
who had retired during the vear from
membership were those whom they most
expected to support the social and aport-
ing life of the county. He sugrested
that business men in the district should
be asked to give a larger measure of
support than they had in the past, re.
marking that such support would be to
their mutual benefit,

Mr. T. Stinton referred to a suggested
appeal, and remarked that Staffordshire,
which claimed to e o sporting county
should support the club, He came fron;
Worcestershire, 2 much smaller county,
and last Saturday when :he’Austrnlixu'ls;
visited Worcester, o city of 49,000, they
lhad a gate of over 11,000; but when the
New Zealanders came to Stoke-on-Trent
which had a population of 300,000, there,
was an attendance of only 800 on a fine
day. They could not expect to have a
county cricket club flourishing under
those conditiona, Suggesting an appeal
to individuals, he remarked that a man
who could aHord a couple of hundreq
pounds for his hunting could “sport”
a couple of guineas a year for the
county club, even though he did ney
play cericket.

A SUGGESTED APPEAL

Mr. Brodie said the question of an
appeal was considered during the past
season, but unfortunately they were not
able to interest people whom they ap.
proached, and the matter was postponed
He suggested that an appeal over ()
President’s name would yiel( very good
results, ’

Lord Dartmouth sald Jje would he
very willing to nssist in any way, but
he thought they ought to (‘"I;Ri(ler
whether that was the time to launch an
appeal of that kind. A nationg) appeal
had been issued for funds for the Boy
Scouts, and as president of that m'mvg.
m}nnt }n Stnﬂlolrdshire he would be doing
what he could to raise mo
object. tiey for that

Mr. Brodie suggested that th
should be left to the committe:a teo ?1‘::.[5"
on a suitable date for the launchin ! (:-
an appeal, and said he did not, thingko.
would be necessary wunti) towards uxb
middle of the season as the club hle
reccived quite a substantial sum fr Al
the test and trial matches. oI

The meeting decided tha
should be folglowed. St course.

Lord Dartmouth expres
for his appointment as
murking that at Patshull )
upon the association betweenm.lt,h;om](ed
and members of his family 54 alm o
tradition, and it was certainly one \‘?ls't it
he hoped might continue for very n lieki
years. 1lis one regret wna thoy }\ho\““.\'
reports which they haq Teceive e
evening could not have been more c}thnt,
ful; the position in both respects reer.
notentirely satisfactory,  The -l“~a§
point appeared to be tha decline ir: \ief
position of the team in the Minor ¢ the
ties' Championship, but an adenjuad oun-
planation was given in the al(el:atg e
“:Invh were necessary in the 1) l'f_\ns
side.  He extended cnngmhnmilo;‘}mg
those members of the team who o 19ty
into the breach and to all who - l“ppo(\
and expressed the hope that thol-j ayed,
to_ play would continue to do e ablae
that they would see them addin 80, anq
laurels already gained jy, th to the
ahead. e

REPORTS' DISTURBING FEATUREs

Possibly the most (listurb‘mg fo
of the report was that whiel, (h‘“]: Ure
lack of support given to the club | With
most important mateh  wity the n jtg
Zealand side. It was o mogy s New
fixture and  was playeq in active
weather, but the resultg were e“)r)erfoct
disnl»pohuing’,: and he wag M;n_(l‘mo)
club would be forced to agre il the
committee that unless mgre ad
SUpPOIb Was given to fixtureg op JUdte

sed . Bratitude
president, e

Yeary

; of
kind it would be necessary fop ﬂx:hM
cial reasons to discontinue them Tf:‘{
3 1
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course would -be to the great regret of
every member of the club, and if it were
taken it would mean that the county,
which ought.to support a fixture of that
kind, woyld be losing esomething well
worth having.. Another matter to cause
regret was that this year tho club had
lost the privilege on the old county
lost the privilege of playing on the old
county ground at Stoke. The club had
played there for something like 50 years,
s0 that it was brecking an old and valued
association. At the same time they
would be able to play a county match
in the city, Tor this year at any rate.

Turning to cricket in general, Lord
Dartmouth said it might be some small
consolation to them in Statfordshire to
know that their troubles applied in
varying degreo to almost all the first-
class countics. He thought their diffi-
culties fell quite naturally under two
headings—those things over which they
had no control, and things over which
they might have some control. Regard-
ing the former, he thought they would
agree that there was the ever-increasing
competition of other eports and amuse-
ments, not excluding the cinema. There
was lo-day a large section of the public
who liked to take their amusements in
short spasms, filled from end to end
with sensation, and he was afraid that
cricket could not compete: ericket by
ita very nature did not lend itself to
sensationalism of that kind. Some
people were trying to introduce it into
tho game, but he was convinced that
they were doing the game no good.
They had a very good example of sensa-
tionalisin recently when they were in-
formed, in headlines of a type more
suited to the outbreak of a European
war, that in his first practice match
after a long sea voyage Bradman had
been bowled by a boy.

“LIMIT OF SENSATIONAL
FUTILITY”

““That secins to be reaching the very
liinit of sensational Tutility,” "‘commen-
ted his Lordship, who said he was quite
convinced that nobody regretted all
that fuss more than the boy himself.
Cricket could not compete with sensa.
tionalism, and he hoped would never
try. Turning to the other side, where
they might have swome control, there
were still many people who enjoyed n
good gamo of cricket wherever it waa
played, whether on a county ground or
a village green. That section varied in
numbers and enormously in type, and
he believed it was up to them as
cricketers and as members of commit-
tees controlling the game to provide
those people with what they wanted.
A good deal had been said about
brighter cricket, and he thought there
was something in the suggeation. For
some yeara now there had been less of
that aggressive spirit by the batsman,
the bowler, and especially by the field,
and he could imagine nothing more
depressing than watching a lethargie
field who apparently took no interest in
the mateh. He was glad that that accu-
sation could not be levelled against the
Stoffordshire team. There were many
who suggested that cricket could be
brightened by legislation—by drasti-
cally altering the rules of the game—

but he was not one who believed in that,
Any alteration of the rules of cricket,
which, after all, had kept the game
going for a long period of years and
had proved satisfactory, could only be
undertaken with the greatest care and
forethought and indeed—as had been
the case with the new lbw rule—by ex-
periment in the field, and he was airaid
if they rushed in with legislation to
brighten vricket the result might be
eanctly the opposite to that which they
desired.

MATTER FOR PLAYERS

The brightening of ericket did not rest
with legislation, it rested with the
players themselves, and especially in
the handg of captains of teams and of
the committees who looked after  the
uides. He would like to congratulate
their own captain on tho spirit shewn
tn the playing of matehes, That nggrey-
sive spirit, the will to win, was the most

important thing In the-gume, and one
which he believed throughout the coun-
try would have the greatest possible
effect in brightening cricket in increas-
ing its popularity. Ho thought they
could say and sy with great pleasure
that there was some improvement in
thig respect during the past seasap, and
he fancied that this  season—which
should be a great cricket season—they
would reeeive an excellent example in
this  respect  from  Bradman and his
team. He was sure they would juin with
him in the very warm welcome which
every cricket lover in this country was
giving to the visiting team. They hoped
the Australians would have a happy sea-
son and that there would be none of
those differences of opinion which did
so much harin to the game. He spoke
rather feelingly in that matter because
he happencd to be president of the
M.C.C. in the year when, unfortunately,
differences of opinion about a certain
type of bowling arose hetween the
bodies controlling cricket in  the two
countries, and that was no bed of toses
for the president. He would make no
mention of that thap evening, except to
thank goodness it was now well over
and done with—he hoped for ever. Out
of evil, however, ho believed good had
come, for he did not think relations be-
tween  our  own  cricketers  and  the
Australtans had ever been warmer and
closer than to-day, and long might that
state of affairs continue. Test matches
wero  obviously important, and they
would be fought in a spirit of grim
determination, but let them hope that
while those hattles were going on every-
body  would remember that cricket,
after all, was only a game and should
always ho played as such. For his part
he felt that if, when the last ball of the
season had been bowled and good 7or-
tune or superior skill had cnabled the
Australians w0 retain the Ashes, he
would not regard it as a national
calamity.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The re-election of Lord Dartmouth as
president was moved by Mr. H. J. Plant,
who said they remembered the line
from which he came. They thought of
Lord Dartmouth's father with great per-
sonal affection, of all he stood for in
Staffordshire, and of the honour he
brought to the great house to which he
belonged, and they knew that that
mantle had fallen on his son, for his
presence that evening wus an example
of his Jove for all things appertaining
to the social and sporting lifo of the
county. Mr. Plant said they had heard
slogans in connexion with other sport.
ing matters, and ho thought the
County Cricket Club might have one—
“County cricket in Staffordshire muat
not die.” It was, he said, up to them,
and ho felt that an appeal to  which
Lord Dartmouth put his name was as-
sured of success.

Mr. W. A. Adams seconded, and Lord
Dartmouth, responding, <aid  that if
during his presidency the club could
again be put comfortably on its feet e
would have fulfilled all the duties a
president could possibly perform.

The vice-presidents were re-appointed
en bloe; and Miss Jones, Miss Myatt—
the firet women members to be so ap-
pointed—2>Nessrs. A. E. Hill and N. Bil-
lington were added to tho cominittee,
on which three vacancies occurred,

Mr. W. A. Adams was again elected
captain, and. other appointments were
as  follow:—Hon. treasurer, Mr. A,
Brodie; hon. secretary, Mr. L. W, Han-
cock; hon. assistant secretary, Mr. J, i1,
D. Myatt; and hon. auditor, Mr. C. E.
Bullock.

In proposing a vote of thanks to Lord
Dartmouth for his presence. Mr. Stinton
said his Lordship's acceptance of office
had done wuch to improve the status
of the club and of the game in the
county. Iie remarked that the health
of cricket in the county did not merely
depend upon the budget of the county
club but upon the elass anq quality of
village ericket, and from what he had
g;&;ne cricket wag healthy in Statford-

re,

7

In acknowledging, Lord Dartmouth
said he agreed that *‘gates” were not of
the most vital importance in regard to;
county cricket; the real backbone on!
which any county club must depend
was the number of its subscribing mem-
bers. Mo understood that tho number
of subseribing members to the Statford.
shire club was about 340, which seemed
to him inadequate. He suggested that
individual members should endeavour
t» enrol new subseribing members of
the club.
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE

" CRICKET

LEAGUE

Burslem’s Smashing Victory

THREE CLUBS WITHOUT A POINT

By THE

HE sccond Saturday of the season
T furnished another full afternoon's
cricket, with a definite result in all the
matches except that at  Leek, where
Caverwwall made a strong reply to the
fome team’s declaration. A total of 348
runs in five hours of cricket, or a rate
of 69 an hour, is not in keeping with the
demand  for bright and = enterprising
cricket.  Scoring at the rate of scarcely
more than a run a minute is calculated
to produce uninspiring drawn games,
43 it did in this instance , both clul.)u
dropping two points.  Only last year's
champions and runners-up have taken
full points, and three clubs, including
Porthill and Stone, were beaten for the
«ceond time, and have no points to their
credit.  Three of the logers on the open-
ing day, Crewe Alexandra, Longton, and
Nortan, mude amends, and {wo of the
winners of the previous week, Silver-
dale and Knypersley, fell at the second
hurdle. It was a bright afternoon, but
4 cold nor-easter made the lot of fielders
and spectators uncomfortable,

Results in brief: Bumlem, 208 for
eirht, declared; Blythe Works 34,

Nantwich 169 for eight, declared; Port-
Lill 140.

Knypersley 64; Norton 104,

stone 98; Longton 145 for three.
Sitverdale 108; Crewe Alexandra 114 for
Ve,
ﬁ].ook 1R for nine, declared; Cavers.
wall 153 for five.

LEAQUE TABLE

P. W.L. D, Pts.
Burslem . 220086
Nantwich . 220086
Caverswall 21014
Joek v o . 2101 4
(‘rewe Alex, . 21103
Knypersley e e 21103
Longton e v e 21103
Norton v 21103
Silverdale . 21103
Blythe Works . 20200
Porthill 20200
Stone . - 20200

IMPROVED NORTON TEAM
Bowling Too Good For Knypersley

Flushed with victory over Longton,
the Knypersley team, no doubt,
weng to Norton with the best intentions
and not without confidence. But their
batting proved vulnerable against a
Norton attack that has improved out of
recognition compared with lns!. year.
Apart from Greenwood the batting was
undistinguished.,  The professional saw
three of the best amateur batsmen lewve
with only 27 on the board, and after his
departure, fourth out at 4, there was
little to redeean the batting from failure.
Greenwood scored only 16, but he was
batting well and threatening for a long
<core when J. Rhead got an 1bw decision
agamnst him.  W. Butler got 18, but the
last five wickets fell for six runs to the
bowling of the captain, W. Deakinu, and
S, Weleh.

Little could be done with Welch, who
in nine overs took four wickets for
cight runs; Rhead bowled a similar
nurober of overs to take two for 27: and
Deakin, turning the ball a fair bit from
the off, came along with four wickets
for 19. In the two matches he has taken
nine for 46, and Welch eight for 28. The
acquisition of the last-named has made

GRITIO

a wonderful difference to the Norton
attack. Freed from the sense of res-
ponsibility which rests upon a pro-
fessional bowler, Stanley appears to have
recovered all his old fire without loss
of accuracy, and with Rhead bowling
steadily at a nice pace, and the skipper
more sure of his length than formerly,
there has been ho need yet to call upon
Arthur 8mith, who had the largest bag
of wickets last season, or the slow leg-
breaks of R. Hill. .

A COSTLY 8sLIP

It is, perhaps, too much to say that
2 missed catch lost Knypersley the
matech, aceing that only 65 were required
to win, but it is at least probable that
there would have been a close finish if
the ahance had been accepted. W. BRoon
captured the first two wickets with only
10 runs scored, and at the same total he
should have had that of Arthur Smith.
Had the Norton professional gone at
that stage anything might have hap-
pened. Arthur played to turn a ball to
leg oft his pads, but it swung a little,
he didn’t middle it, and the ball popped
up to mid-on. It was a simple chance
to the Knypersley captain, T. C. May-
nard, but he scemed so surprised that
he made a spasmodio grab and foczled
it

it.
Reg. Birch, who had been balting
patiently from the start, stayed with
Sinith till the ecore was 27, and then a
stand by the professional and G. Birch
settled the issue. The pair put on 30
before 8mith fell to a catch by the
wicket-keeper for 22. Birch was out
to a marvellous catch by D. Robinson
on the boundary with his score at 23.
The young fielder jumped to hold the
ball with one hand before falling into
the spectators. The match was won with
four wickets in hand, and R. J. Hallen.
Rhead, and W. Martin all played
some nice atrokes in raising the total
to three figures.

BETTER BATTING WANTED

On quite a8 good wicket a lot more
runs should have been scored by both
sides. In fact the batting throughout
was characterized by frequent mistakes,
There was no sustained resistance to
accurate bowling.

Al. Reynolds had little luck, and his
record of two wickets for 51 in 14 overs
was a poor return for a d deal of
hard work against his old collengues.
It waa W. Butler who came out with the
best figures, his 7.3 overs yielding four
wickets for nine runa. W. Winskill had
two for 18, and did a valunble atroke
when he gt Arthur  8mith  caught,
What Boon would have done (following
his seven for 15 againat Longlon) if the
chance offered by Smith had been
taken, who shall say? As it was he
net  with no further auccess, and
finished with two for 21 in 10 overs.

FLUBTUATING GAME AT PORTHILL

On the Porthill ground Nantwich
made a good start, followed by another
breakdown in the batting, as in their
previous match, but recovered to reach
169 for 8. Their rate of scoring was too
slow, for they occupied 2 hours (one
run per minute). However, T. W. May-
bury did his best to make up for it with
& sporting declaration. Up to a point

8

the home side gecmed  likely to tak
n_«lvnntn(ze of this and win \\')c'll \\'i‘li\\};s
time. But then the game took another
turn and Nantwich pulled it off.  The
champions appear to have been favoured
by what luck was going in the course
of ""fl!e ?uclunﬁonn. and the first and
possibly decisive stroke w; ceide
o o € Was an accident
. The young professional was bowl{
cleverly and had taken four c‘hl:l:ﬁ
wickets when, in trying to hold a hard
return by J. E, Smith, he had the nis.
fortune to divery the ball into his face,
Ho had some teeth loosened, and had
to retire for the best part of half-an-hour,
On his return to the feld his bowling
was quite naturally affected by the
shock of the blow, and he mot with no
further success, Then an Ihw decision
against N. W, White at a crucial stage
of ghc game was very strongly criticized,
If it was a mistake it was a4 most unfor.
tunate one for Porthill, for ji definitely
put Nantwich on top. ’
A ‘px (86) and T. W. Steventon (55)
again gave the champions a good start
with an opening partnership of 60, IEin
called on a second time, then dec(-i\'o(i
Fox with a nippy leg-break and the bats.
man played it on. Four more wickets
went cheaply, three of them to Ikin, whé
mixed his bowling skilfully but diq the
damage chiefly with his leg Spinner,
Then came his mishap, and later l):’\lq:
men, against rather innocuous how]in,
pulled Nantwich out of the mire,

F. H. Steventon hit hard for 31, not
out, and J. E. Smith, J. Sproeton, anag A
McTurk all helped materially, l'loth tl.u'.
opening batsmen had a little luck
several chances being misse which is
an old Porthill failing that s'houl(] not
be revived. Even Ikin dropped g cately
in the slips, and there is no botter slip
fielder in the League. Two or three otlho]r
plain catches in the field were not hel
which is disheartening for bowlers dmi
a likely road to defeat. Ikin'e 'ﬁnal
figures were 4 for 34, and Noe) White
without much luck, had two, Douglnq'
White was again absent owing to a colq,
and A, A, Bickerton owing to indiupot
sition. )

After the loss of two wicketg cheaply
a capital stand was made for the h(m'“-'.
side by G, Price (23) and Ikin, who ir
spite of his nasty blow in the mm'm]
gave an exhilarating display, lis ]..l:
hitting being beautifully ii‘mmf nuLi
prolific. After Price's departure Jl l
Heath kept the professional (‘Omp:\n-
and matters began to look henlthv‘ r},
Porthill, but when the dismissa] of 11."
and White by concecutive deliveries fn)::‘

H. Steventon opened up a frwll
chance for the champions they \\-{rl
quite equal to seizing it, Maybury .
Stanley Heath caught in the éully‘ '|g0"
he and Steventon polished off the n'\,;t ,)d
quick time to win by 29 rupg, Th i
was merit in the victory, which showere
Nantwich getting into their stride eved
it their form with the bat {4 not \?n
-quite convincing., Ikin's score wag .6?
made in his best style, and his haiti ;
end that of Tom Steventon, two lrflg
handers, provided the high lights of p}L
match, b

STONE FAIL AT LoNGYON

Last season Stone started w
victories. Their experience tl?l;mtime
two matchg played and no points gnin.‘]
—is rather an unpleasant, contraat, }Ioef
ever, it is early yet, and so far the ton\x‘l.
has been far from Tepresentative, Th;
captain, J, A, L, Wenger, hag not joineq
the team yet, and on Satunlny other gyl
senteesg included the vice-captain E 4
Fernie, W. A, Adams, F, aneh:c} f(;
and P. Wild. ' With auch a depleteq sy’
much succeas could hardly be expected
at Longton, even though that team cut
up badly at Knypersley,

Hancock (24) and E, b, Slynn  (20)
were the chief contributors to the modest
total .uf %, and most of the bntsmeﬁ
were in difficulty with the faet bowling
of W. Stubbs, who captured aix wicketa
for 40. The ex-Congleton fast bowler, A
Webberley, made his first nppenmncc;
for Longton and took a couple of wicketg
so that Broadhurst for once had to be
content with two.

ling,

8,

four
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Longton batsmen found their own fast
pitch more to their liking than the soft
wicket at Knypersley, and the result of
the match was never in doubt, Geoffrey
Edge (25) took part with 4. Pedley in a
ueeful opening, and D. Dennis also
helped, but the gratifying feature was
an excellent innings of 63 by Pedley. Up
to July last season, when he met with
his knee injury, he had failed to find
his form, so his early half-century is
particularly welcome. . J. Chadwick
(20) and R. H. Plant (18) were togecther
when stumps were pulled u?, and the
captain has yet to lose his wicket.

BLYTHE WORKS OVERWHELMED

Burslem batsmen did some remark-
ably even scoring at Cresswell, Only 8
wicketa fell and five of the players got
beyond 20 and two others reached
double figures. Tom Hollowood was top
scorer with 46, J. Fenton hit up 35 A,
Birch 23, C. G, Dexter 22, and R. Hollo-
wool 24 not out, Fenton and T.
Hollowood have made a rousing start
to the season, having made 70 and 7
respectively for once out. In the firat
two matches Durslem's average per
wicket la 28, and on both occaslons Her.
nard Hollowood has falled to get going.
What will it be when the captain weighs
in with his normal quotat

The Works bowlers worked hard, and
Mayer secured five wickets for 68. The
innings of the home side was of short
duration. The batting was feeble againat
the strong attack of Taylor and Roy
Hollowood, whose figures were 5 for 8
and 4 for 24 respectively. The only bats-
man able to play them at all was C.
Turner, who made 18 of the total of 30
scored from the bat, The Works are, of
course, missing the solid work of their
opening batsman, E. Hawley, who moast
unfortunately is ill. His absence ie a
very big handicap indeed.

Up to a point in the Alexandra inn-
ings_at Crewe the encounter with 8ilver-
dale ran on even lines. The visitors
could manage no imore than 108, and

when five Crewe wickets had fallen it
was anybody’s game. But at that stage
H. Tortington, who was batting well,
found the needful partner in the slow
bowler, J. Hossack, and the pair defled
the Bilverdale attack to win the match
by five wickets, Tortington claimed the
largest share of the oredit with a not
‘out 48, and his partner also took out
hig bat for 16. H. Pointon claimed four
of the wickets for 43 runs.

The Silverdale innings had only oune
meritorious feature, a patient effort of
43 by C. F. Rushton, The folly of wast-
ing good wickets by blunders in running
wna illustrated again, when E, Griftiths,
who opened the season with 88 against
Porthill, was run out after scoring 7.
The Crewe professional, Poate, made his
presence felt to the tune of 7 wickets for

43,
FIRST DRAWN QGAME OF THE
SEASON

The Caverswall bowling, fncluding F.
J. Wakalin, had & rough passage at
Leek, After Wakelin had early upeet
L. H. Crump's wicket, a prolonged stand
by E, Dale (44) and E. Broderick (62)
had the visiting attack in a tangle. C.
Bonsall had . Birch, cach later contri-
buted 22, and the declared total of 192
had occupied such a big slice of the
afternoon that Caverswall had nothing
to play for but a draw.

The Leek bowlers were unable to dis-
lodge Roy Bmith, who played through
for a not out 48, and others who helped
to put Caverswall in a strong position
at the elose were J, H. Ragrdale (31), E.
3. Wakelin (23), and A. Pickard (22, not

out), -

SALOP MENTAL HOSPITAL v.
STAFFORD

Stafford apened their season at Bieton,
where, on n rough wicket, they lost by
ninoe runs.

M. H. Romans batted carefully for
his 30, bup Heath's bowling made bat-
ting rather an ordeal. Wiseman was
the bost of the Hospital's bowlers; he
has a nice action and his five wickets
for eight runs were well earned.

For Stafford, Evang, the captain, gave
n taste of his form in hitting the wickets
five times for 272, But on such n cold,
un-cricket-like day, few could do any-

thing, Details :—

STAFFORD
W. T. White b Heath ... 5
H. O, Beck ¢ Lord b Heath ... 5

M. H. Romans lbw b Wiseman 30
I, I. C. Bellamy ¢ Young b Heath 10
J. K. Blair ¢ Stacey b Lord 1
Jo MeLellan run out covinn, 0
R. J. C. Evans ¢ Moxon b Wiseman 12
. E. Bloor b Wiseman 8
L. H. Morris b Wiseman
¢, H. Yeates b Wiscmnan ...
E. W. Redshaw not out ..

Extras

Total

Bowling: Wiseman 5 for 8, Heath 3
for 23, Lord 1 for 18,

SALOP MENTAL HOSPITAL

W, Tord b Bellamy .......oviiniininnins 1
R. laovell b Evans ..
F. Stacey b Bellamy ...
T. C. Hughes b Evans
J. Wiseman b Evans
4 Young ¢ Bloor b Redshaw
S, E. Heath ¢ Bloor b White ..
I1. Mitehell e Yeates b Morris
J. Gerrard b Evans
E. Moxon b Evans ...
W. Morton not out ...
Extras oo

MPPpOoOO

P

I \INO‘O(DS

Total s 99
Bowlingl: Evans 5 for 27, Bellamy 2
for 41, Redshaw 1 for 18, White 1 for
6, Morris 1 for 0.

STAFFORD Il. v, UNIVERSAL A

Played at Stafford on Saturday.

Universal A:  W. Smith run out 3, R,
Lugg b Hutehinson 37, —. Arnold ¢ Birch
b Hutchinson 3, — Wrigley b Greatorex
18, Gi. Voss b Hutehinson 5, H. Taylor
¢ and b Hutchinson 25, J. Ward b
Hutchinson 21, V. Tassell b Holford 4,
—. Richardson 1bw b Hutchinson 1, B,
Sfavory b Hutehinson 0, W, Wilcox not
out 8, extras 9; total 134, J. W. Hutchin.
son seven for 53.

Sqafford I1.: G. H. Greatorex run out
3, C. Birch lbw b Ward 8, J. R. Bithell
not out 37, K. C. Wood st Lugg b Wrig-
lev 2, M, Thompson b Ward 0, J. F.
Herbert ¢ Lugg b Tassell 13, J. J.
Hatchett 1bw b Wrigley 1, J. G. Fleteher
¢ Tassell b Wrigley 0, B. G. Loveys run
out 0, A. J. Holford b Savory 0, J. W,
Hutehinson b Savory 0, extras 10; total
74. Wrigley 3 for 17, Savory 2 for 4.

UNIVERSAL B v, STAFFORD il1.

Played at Doxey.

Universal B: A. Stamp o Flavell b
Rogers ‘6. G. Waltho b Rogers 11, W.
urimes b Longdon 4, W. Herbert b Long.
don 20, . Hussey run out 0. F. Mose-
dale b GQGreenwood 0, F. Johnson ¢
Greaves b Lon%;lon 26, W. Rhodes not
out 2, W. Rose b Longdon 0, W. Chester
b Bray 0, D, MacGregor b Longdon 4,
extras 18; total 90.

Stafford IIL.: H. Flavell b Johnson
24, E. Bray ¢ and b Waltho 39, 8. N,
Hill ¢ and b Johnson 0, — MoGill st
Stamp Waltho 1, R. Arrowsmith st
Stamp b Waltho 0, G. I. Longdon b
Johnson 3, C. Greaves b Waltho 3, J. E.
Hoperaft ¢ and b Johnson 8, R, Rogers

“not out 17, extras 9: total for 8, 104. N, F,

Greenwood and H. Judson did not bat.

FOSTON AND SGCROPTON v,

MARCHINQTON
Played at Foston Hall y
Marchington.—T. Wuiniﬁiﬁ?:mg“)'}),

Birch, 0: W. Tipper b J. Williams H
T. Holmes ¢ E. Williams I» E. Bircl, ;g'
J. Shaw b Bourne, 44; Ed, Wninwrigh{
retired hurt, 3; H. Woolley I Hawking, 22
T. Gilbert 1bw b J' Williams, 5; ' J°
Sandham ¢ Hawkins b J. Willinme, 0
I't‘."\\r;irkwr\i:'l\:. run (’})]\l'._ 0; F. Sutton run
out, 9; A, Wainwri J
13{_‘ gt ght not out, 1; extras,
oston and Scropton.—W., Jage ret
11; M. Barker run out, 2. J. \5¥I-linni::dﬁ
g ainwright, 6; D. Bourne llw b
Waoolley, 18; F. Sessions b J. Shaw, 12:
E. Williams run out, 11; F, Watkins st'
Gilbert b Woollev, 0; A. Hawkins b J.
Shaw, 19; E. Birch ¢ Woollev b J. Shaw
0; T. Summersgill not out, 0; S. Birch
o sub by J. Shaw, 0; extras 15, total, 83,

DENSTONE COLLEGE PROSPECTS

With four of Iast year's successful
side still available Deastone are fairly
fortunate.  D. H. Burrow is the new
captain, and he should have the mak-
ings of a strong batting side with him.
self, R. M, Watson, a hard-hitting Jeft.
hander, J. H, G. Deighten and R. 7,
Richards left Trom last vear, and H. D‘
Gandy, C. P, Roberts and A. P, Spoonc«x'-
other useful batsmen, «

The bowling will present more diff.
culty, an  Delighton alons remains of
last year's attnck. As a wmedium to 5
fast right-hander he was then vory Rue.
cesaful, but may bo overworked  this
season,  J. Rogers was in the 1838 aj(e.
bug fulled to find his form lnat years it
he can keep a length his fastish bo'wl.
ing will be a great asset. D. Ogden is a
steady slow lefthander without an
really deadly apin; M. G. Hensman nny
other left-hander, played once or O:wi .
last year, but with little luck; with hcie
great height he may be more successfu?
this year. A, V. Campbell ia Another
left-hander who can turn the ball, yp
fortunately there seems to be no ob'vio:;
lrig}:bhandll;-]g bm}: bowler, and this
ack, especially on the
wil bo much Joft, 1 DEnHono wicket,

urrow, wicket-keceper las
have to do some bo;'llng :mylemlli m]'\\fv
Cunningham have a trial in lhis. :
tion.  Other candidates for plncospoiai.
clude J. L. Richards, P. J. baseoain
and G. C. Blunt. erfleld

Two interesting new fixtures are a

two days’ game with Rossal
day game with Bromsgmve,l “;ﬂo“ofge-
school matches aro as in the ) g,"
against St. Petet's, York, Trent \]V::)sk‘
BOD, K.E.B, Birmingham, ang ‘i'rokir 5
The scason opens on May 7 Wit} n.
gamo against Tutbury, and on he !l a
Derby Friars visit Denstone, The Cr fitk
Gentlemen, the 8taffordshire (;l“ven
men, the Notts Amateurs and the l(‘)ntle.
Urasshoppers are the other clyly, ":(r‘})y

S
TUTBURY CRIOKET OPENS
Tutntry cricketers openel
with an away mateh gt Ouky
ground was in excell
n;n‘l’c the lack of rain.
Winning the toss, Onk
' » Onkamoar el
lmt_. ’,l_nlhur_v bowlers (\‘]:‘il(;ll(l\(‘iti‘ll to
qmvk‘wwkv}n, but  were then ¢) .m“
and E, Swinson and, J, ”l(‘lkml,
batted until the teg Intervyl “'Imnl“‘m
Owkamoor enptuin wpartingly lm" tie
with three wickoty down for ]H‘(‘Iu\r(‘d
bury found littlp dificulty iy et

1
the Oakamoor total, the f“llml-n}m&{i”

their LIETIN

moor, Ty
or, 10

eut condition, de.

ing laid by a s % on e
. splendid ¢-
between Rickmnn and Billiy ,l:“rtnershi )
Oakamoor,— B, 8w Y. Scarey

: ins 8
Davies ¢ Rickman 1 l:‘.m\\'];;ll'i-“m' ;g

Swinson b Hurdle, 2; 7,

Hurdle, 51; extras, 8: total

declared), 132, T
Bowling.—M. F. Hurlle

Williams, 1 for 19, nrdte,
Tutbury.—R. R Rick,

3. Billivgs w1 Moseloy

Coxon ¢ Shemilt L gy L.

Goadall ¢ Swinson Iy I\Ll;inu“g. o

ham ¢ Walker | Atking, 1. .](g;

not out, 9; E. Johnsop not :;m‘

10; total (5 wickets) 157 ' % CXtras,
Bowling.—G. Atkina, 3 1.

ley, 1 for 37, w5 o 2; R,

. (h)m]w;n l;
3 wicketg,

2 fop 29: R

retired, sg.
" ’

-\l(isé.
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COUNTY

CRICKET

. PROSPECTS

A Curt;iled Programme

—

IMPROVED RESULTS PROBABLE

By THE

Last scasun
dend out, 1t will certainly not be un.
timely if they experience a favourable
turn of fortunc's wheel this year, In
apite of having to play an all-amateur
team in most of the matches, and also
of having to develop an entirely new
atlack, tliey played well enough until
the last mateh (when they had a lapse)
to have been ruuning strongly for the
championship with ordinary luck, 1
make that statement advisedly, having
seen every ball bowled. And not only
did weather conditions rob the team of
many points, but the same malignant
influence also robbed the county club
of, at a rough estimate, £150 in gate
money. At three of the home matches,
including the first ever played on the
Burslem ground, the *‘gate’” was practi-
cully wiped out by the wenther, and that
in o dry sexson. Though it was fine for
Durham's visit to Burslem, it was far
too cold to sit and wateh cricket.

These experiences, combined with an
unaceountable lack of adequate patron.
age for the visit of the New Zealanders,
which resulted in heavy loss; sgrve to
empiasize the great need ol an enlarged
membership. It was decided at the
annual mecting to make a special appeal,
over the signature of the President,
Lord Dartmouth, at a date to be fixed
later. I hope it will meet with a better
responge than that evoked by one or
two suchi appeals, sponsored by the
President’s noble father and predecessor
in office. It it is followed up by the
uze by existing members of their own
personal  influence with  friends and
acquaintances it will succeed.
STAFFORD AND THE COUNTY CLUB

As I have previously pointed out,
North Staffs. turnishes over 300 members,
If the eentral and southern areas would
cach provide 100, the club  could bLe
carried on without embarrassment.

1 have heard that there is some hope
of an intensive effurt to secure more
adequate support for county cricket in
the Stafford distriet, with a view to the
playing of at least one county match
cach season in the county town. I feel
sure that if the support were forth-
coming the idea would have the full co-
operation of the committee. After a
lapse of four years the county team
will again he seen at Walsall, with
worthy opponents in Durham, and the
match ought te have a strong attraction
for the large following of the Walsall
club. It is also to be hoped that the
gosture will provoke a better realization
of the claims of the county club in the
Saddlery Town, which at present fur-
nishes only one subseribing member,

A REQUIEM

With oniy four home games to be
allocated there will be no mateh this
vear on the beautiful ground at Tetten-
hall, and, grievous loss, the old County
Groun:dl at Stoke has gone.  County
cricket has been played there every
vear, except during the war, for more
than 50 years, and now the public
authorities of theeounty and eity and thie
L.M. & 8 Rly. Co. have combined to
take away this magnificent playing field
in the heart of the Potteries in order to
build thereon technical sehools such as
most authorities would prefer to erect
anywhere rather than in dhe very centre
ol a large industrinl area.

Ruesponsible members of the Stoke-on.
Trent anthority stated publicely that their
approval of the scheme depended on an
assurance which had  been given that
another ground of equal suitability for
league and county r\ri«-kui O'rml(l be pro.

Staffordshire’s luck was

CRITIC

vided,  That assurance was quite ob-
viously impossible of fulfilment, and
nothing whatever " has heen done to
honour it.  In the result the league club
which played there has Leen disbanded,
and the county club, for whose benefit
the ground was bought and equipped,

lhas to seek otlier venues less con-
venient for everybuxly concerned, and
especially for spectators. At a time

when all the cry is for physical fitness,
for open spaces in big- cities, and for
more and more playing fields, this action,
which I have previously designated the
rape of the field, is one of which I have
yet to hear one single word in excuse or
justification.

AN EXPERIMENT

The fact that the county club is able
to experiment with another ground at
Soke has no relation to the assurance
to which I have alluded. The Michelin
Tyre Co, have made a large sports ground
on land opposite their works at Boothen,
and they have placed it at the disposal
of the County Club for a county match,
It is a good ground, and its appoint-
ments may be made suitable for county
ericket, but for convenience it cannot,
ot course, compare with a ground that
was close to Stoke Station, for it is
about two miles out, and away from the
nore frequent 'bus services. However,
if an adequate transport service can be
arranged there is reasonable ground for
thie hope that the experiment will prove
successful.

The other two home matches are to be
played at Porthill, and the following is
the list of the fixtures:—June 8 and 9,
at Oxton, v. Cheshire; June 13 and 14,
at Porthill, v. Yorks. II.; June 20 and
21, at Norton-on.Tees, v. Durham; June
22 and 23, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, v,
Northumberland; July 11 and 12, at
Whnkefleld, v. Yorks. II.; July 20 and 21,
at Michelin Ground, Stoke, v. Northum.
berland; August 3 and 4, at Porthill, v,
COheshire; August 15 and 16, at Walsall,
v. Durham,

TI'-IE PATSHULL TRADITION

Before taking a glance at the playing
resources of the county, a brief refer.
ence to what I regarded as one of the
healthiest annual meetings the club has
held for some vears, The new Presi.
dent, Lord Dartmouth, was the ideal
chairman, and in his presence the lugu-
brious pessimism that has sometimes
pervaded the proceedings simply could
not live. His Lordship fully realized
the dificulties which beset this and other
county clubs, but only a purpnseful dja.
cussion of the best means of improving
the financial position was indulged in,
and no dark hints about the possibility
of having to close down. Even Mr.
Harold Plant’'s suggested slogan, *County
oricket in Staffordshire must not die,”
seemed hardly necessary, for fo one,
least of all the President, appeared to
entertain the possibility of such a thing.

Lord Dartmouth delivered a speech
worthy of a past President of the M.CC,,
and, taking his first opportunity of
thanking the members for his election
to the presidency of the Staffordshire
County Club, he expressed his senti-
ments in thig delightful sentence :—

We at home look upon the associa-
tion between the club and members
of my family almost as a tradition,
and it is certainly one which I hope
may continue for very many years,

No pessimistic forebodings about that.
And it is only necessary to add that the
membero of the club fervently hope so,
too. Hig Lordship might well speak of



the family connexion with the club as
a tradition, for it has never had any
president but the Earl of Dartmouth.
When the club was formed his father
called the original meeting, His grand-
father became the first psesident, and
his father the first hon. wecretary, I
once heard the late Earl whimsically de-
scribe himself as the worst secretary the
club ever had. When the first President
died his eon was, of course, elected to
succeed him as president, and now, after
many years, during which his great
influence was used to the incalculable
benefit of the club and of cricket in
Staffordshire, he is succeeded by his
son, in whom, I am quite sure, the club
will be equally fortunate,

SHALL WE DO BETTER OR WORSE!

Well, the team might not play as well
a8 last senson and still achieve much
better results. As I sce no reason why
the atandard of play should not be
equally good this year it is reasonable
to expect a materially improved record.
With a percentage of only 31.66 in 1937
Statfordshire dropped from the seventh
place in the Minor Countics' table to
15th, but the standard of play was good
enough for a much higher berth, as 1
showed when reviewing the season's
work in detail, and need not enter ‘nto
again.
~ When something like full strength is
available Staordshire should lhave a
capable all-round side, but there are at
the moment doubts which make the out.
look rather uncertain. Jolm Ikin has,
of course, gone to Manclhester to qualily
for Lancashire, But lie has been per-
mitted to take a club engagement with
Porthill, and one has wondered whether
the Lancashire authorities would release
him from his duties at Old Tratford to
play for Staffordshire during his perioil
ol qualification.

On inquiring of the hon. secrétary, Mr.
Laurance Hancock, 1 was not surprised
to learn that that extremely wide-awake
official had already written to ascertain
the feeling of the Lancashire Committee
in the matter. An acknowledgment was
received and a decision promised when
the committee meet. lkin played a fort-
night ago for the Minor Counties against
Oxford University, and though I did not
hear it T believe a wireless commentator
made specinl allusion to a wonderful
cateh off liis own Lowling, and spoke of
him as a very promising young
cricketer.  We in Staffordshire have
known him as all that for some time,
and I know those e. and b, marvels of
his. I shall not readily forget ono in
a county match at Porthill last scason,
for it was a marvellous cateh, (Good
news is to hand later that the Lancashire
Committee have intimated that they are
quite willing for Ikin to play for Staf-
fordshire, but cannot give consent to
cover all the matches: Permission vill
Le given for cach mateh if possible).
Another doubtful player is Emest
Hawiey, who, I regret to say, has been
ill for more than a month and is not yet
fit to turn out for Blythe Works, It is
to Le hoped., after his very successful
first scasun last year, that he will be
able to assist the county again later in
the eummer, but there is not much pros-
peet of his playing just yet. . N,
Bryan, of Walsall, alao had a brilliant

debut with Staffordshire in 1937, bLut
there i8 no definite information aa to
whether he will be available, Lockett's

club engagements will again keep him
out of most of the county matehes, and
I am afraid Arthur Smith is not likely
to Le free for much county cricket.

he same remark applies to A, B.
Hollowood and W, Stubbs. In my judg-
ment the Longton fast howler would be
an acquisition to the side, but his scho-
lastic dutles do not permit of his play-
ing except in  his holidays. Another
doubtful is Ron. Lawton, uf Westbrom-
wich, who was incapacitated by a
shoulder injury for the greater part of
last season, and has not been as promij-
nent as usual this time with his club.

W, A. ADAMS WILL LEAD THE SIDE

T have named eight players who would
probably be first choices if they were
available, but who are cither doubtful
or definitely unlikely, and several of
them were among the most regular and
most successful players last season. That
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does not sound very hopeful, but now
let me turn to those who are not so
unfavourably situated,

W. A, Adams will act as captain for
his second geason, and wil] probably be
more regular. 1 believe he hopes to
Jead the side in all the matches except,
perhaps, the last. Ile will be going on
a business trip abroad in August, but
may be able to play in Wakes week, His
captainey is a deflnite asset. The fact
that Stanley Crump, now that he has leit
the Central Lancashive League for the
Ribblesdale League, will be available
barring accidents throughout the sea-
son {s another asset. Cther players who
can play when required are Roy Smith,
B. Shardlow, and F. Taylor. There we
have five players, three of whom are
bowlers, who can play in all, or nearly
all the matches.

Leslie Gale had a splendid seasofr in
1937, and he hopes to play In most of
the matches again, and if R. H. Plant
would accustoms himself to county
cricket by arranging to play all through
I think he would be a prolific run-
getter. I hope lhe will, for eight matches
do not constitute a very big demand. C.
C. Clarke played in five matches last
vear, showed his best form on several
occasiong, and may manage about the
same number of ganies this time.

STAFFORD'S QUOTA

I have mentioned eight players, apart
from those who at the moment remain
doubtful, who, with a wicket-kecper,
should constitute a satisfactory nucleus,
If and when Ikin, Hawley, and Bryan
are availablg the county seems likely to
have a powerful batting side. Not
r: ckoning Ikin, the bowlers among the
eight are Crump, Taylor, Shardlow, and
Gale, and in  settled weather another
bowler is a necessity., If Lawton {s un-
fit the committee may think favourably
of E. Broderick, of Leek,

If the Stafford captain, R. J. C. Evans,
could spare the time for county cricket,
he would be an exceedingly useful all.
rounder, but more particularly for his
bowling, in which department I under-
stand he is on the top of his form this
season. M. H., Romans scems also to
have struck his best as a batsman, hav.
ing in the first three matches for Staf-
ford scored 134 runs for twice out, which
gives a nice average of 67. In an odd
match or two for the county he might
not do himself full justice, but would
probably make good if he could com-
mnand the time for most of the matches,

Other Statford players worthy of con-
sideration as all-rounders are L. I. C.
Beliamy and J. Whitfleld. The last-
named is, of course .a prominent Police
player, and that suggests a doubt if he
could be spared from his duties.

As C. C, (Goodway prefers to be a

Warwickshire player, StaHordshire want
a wicket-keeper. G. B. Edge, R. Ham-
mond, and A. Meigh all filled the bertl)
last year, and all are good without be-
ing entirely satisfying. From what 1
have seen, and also from fhe testimony
of players who have been opposed to
him this season, I should like to see
the Stafford *stumper,” J. E. Blair,
given an opportunity in county cricket,
My present opinion is definitely that he
is the Dbest wicket-keeper in the county,
and lie is not negligible as a batsman,
OCCASIONAL HELP

One would naturally expect such
strong clubs ag Walsall; Old Hill, West.
bromwich Dartmouth, and Wolverhamp.
ton to turnish players of the required
class for county cricket, and the com-
wittee will, of course, have information
and adviee as to any likely recruits from
these cources. Such playery as Erie
Perry, W, E. Jones, and M. C. Harvatt
(of Smethwick) are only able to render
very oceasional help, and of the younger
school T am unable to write with know-
ledge, but two youthful Walsall players,
R. 8. Patterson and F. D, Jeffries, ap-
pear to lave shown exceptional promise
against the Dartmouth last Saturday.

On the whole the constitution of the
county side zeems rather more uncertain
than usual at the moment, but 1 fancy
the committee will get together a useful
team, and oue which may give quite a
good account of itself in the competition.
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE
CRICKET LEAGUE

Excitement

»

at Burslem

NANTWICH AGAIN TAKE THE
LEAD

By THR ORITIO

Last  Saturday  furnished the first
really summer-like day of the cricket
geason.  Cold winds had departed; it
was sunny, and it was warm. ‘R«mns
catlier in  the week had roitened
grounds pleasantly and gave spin
powlers a chance to turm the ball,
though in some cases it tumed rather
clowlv. In fact, it was an ideal afternoon
for the game, and cricketers enjoyed
themselves accordingly. All the matches
were  finished, and most of them pro-
vided enteriaining cricket, with a des.
perately cloge finish at Burslem, and
capital games at Silverdale, Caverswall,
and Stone. .
rm.‘\']nvporslvy failed at Silverdale, and
Bursiem (|i5;\i‘poix\tv3l a large gatlgor'lng
of supporters by losing after dismissing
Norten for 511 As Nantwich made no
mistake at Stone, they again enjoy a
clear lead, with unbeiten Lu:k stepping
up into second place.  Like Stone, Port-
hill et svith their fourth defeat, and
the pair still share the wooden gpoon,
with Crewe, eawy vietims of Longton,
ad - Blythe  Works,  who  collapaed
azainst Leek, their nearest neighbours
o distress.

RESULTS IN BRIEF:

Stone 1005 Nantwich 158,

Norton 513 Burslem 50,

Silverdale 12035 Knypersley 101,
Caverswall 1603 Porthill 134,

Lengton 164 for six- Jeclared; Crewe
Aluxandra 68,

L.eck 1085 Blythe Works 36.

LEAGUE TABLE

P, W. L. D. Pts.
Nantwich o 5§ 410 12
Leck 53 0¢g11
Norton 531110
Burslem 5320 9
Knypersley 5320 9
Longton ... 5320 9
Caverswall 5212 8
Silverdale ... §2 21 17
Blythe Works §131 4
Crewe Alex. 5131 4
Porthill . 5041 1
SLONE  cerenririinininn 5041 1

UNEVEN BATTING BY STONE
éoumy Skipper's Clean Mits

Having obLtained one point from the
first jour games, compared with 12 from
the same number last year, it was
nardly to be expected that Stone would
ba able to improve their record at the
(xpenge of the Champions, who were
the visitors to the pleasant ground on
(he Lichfield Road. But they have sur-
prised Nantwich before now, and with
the pitch more likely to suit Bert Shard-
low than in any of the preceding
matehes, the result wag not to be re-
sanded as a foregone conclusion, though
e odds were against the home side.
Cectl Fernie captained Stone in the con-
tinued absenee of Jo A, L. Wenger.
This is his second year as eaptain, and
he has not been able to lead the team
since June 19 list year. From that date
to the end of the season he was incapa-
citated by injury, and he has missed
the first five matches this term, and
presumably  may mixs more, all of
which ia extremely bad luek for the
captain and the club. It was a surprise
thay E, D. Slynn had been relegated to
the 2nd XI. alter batting in good style
4 week before at Porthill, He is g boy

of much promize, and one to be en.
ccuraged. If T had been choosing the
team on merit I should have had no dif-
ficulty in finding a place tfor hin.

A DELECTABLE PARTNERSHIP

S, Wagstaff, who has had some sea-
~ons with Crewe prior to the present
one, opened the Lowling with E. .
Steventon when Frank Ravenscroft and
R. W. Harris went in to start the bat.
ting ior Stone. The first-ndmed soon
placed one of Steventon's off-epinrers
into the hands of short-leg, but Harris
and H. H. Wood had a delectable part-
nership which took the score to 36.
Both batted admirably, and though Wag-
staff was erratic and gave way to W, T.
Maybury after being off-driven and hit
to leg for excellent fours by Wood, the
pair played the turning ball so well—
off-break at one end and leg break at the
other—that there appeared no reason
why they should not put Stone in a
healthy position. Harris meade one
faulty stroke off Maybury which offered
a difficult chance at mid.on, but this
was the only blemish in a bit of nice
hatting until Wood tried to drive a
leg-spinner witliout going to it and skied
it to mid-off. It was a bad stroke which
prematurely ended a good innings, and
it was the prelude to a batting colfupse.

Wood had made 23. Before his blun-
der the scora was 38 with one wicket
downg this was changed to 38 for five
and 54 for seven. And the chief cause
of the tranaformation was wretchedly
poor resistance to some clever leg-break
howling by Maybury.  Harris (11) put
up another catch to mid-off;: Shardlow
was bowled at the other end making a
primitive stroke at what was a leg-break
to him; and A. Jervis was beaten by
Maybury's spin. Hancock shaped more
hopefully, and stayed while W. A,
Adams sent 50 up by twice lifting
Steventon yards out of the fleld with
effortless on drives. Maybury aban-
doned his spin to the left-hander and
had a good length with his quick,
atraight ball, and he was not long before
h: got a 1bw decision against Han-
cock. J. E. V. Toney fell at the same
score, 54, beaten by a leg-break.

“TONY” ADAMS USES THE LONG
HANDLE

At this juncture E. C. Fernie joined
W, A. Adamse, and the partnership re-
alized 39 invaluable runs in 18 minutes.
The county skipper played those balls
which his great reach could not make
iuto half-volleys with a straight and
careful bat, and those that he could
irach he thumped to good purpose. An
on drive  from Maybury carried the
boundary at the deepest point, and he
again dispatched Steventon over the
pavilion.  But they were not all big
drives. One perfect off shot went past
cover before he could stir, and g mow
along the ground to the square-leg
boundary (both off Maybury) was effec-
tive if not pretiy.

Fernie was batting soundly and well
until Wagstaff was brought on in pldce
of 8taventon, but then a ball “popped"”
a little as he played forward, and mid-
off had an easy catch behind the bowler.
He had g timely dozen to his credit.
The young left-hander, B. Preaton, fol-
lowed, and shaped well at quick,
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straight bowling from both ends, but
when Maybury tempted him with apin.
ners he hit a hard, clean drive, which
deserved a better fate, into the hands of
Bull, flelding on the on-boundary. The
score was cxactly 100 when K. Sanditord
“whipped in,” and the knowledge that
it was the lust” wicket was the undoing
oi Adams. Hitherto he had picked the
right ones and hit straight. Obviowsly
his mind was made up to “have a go"
whatever came along. It was a straight
ball and alinost a yorker from Wagstaff,
and he hit all across it, with, of course,
fatal results, So the total stuck at 100,
and Adams had hit 41 of them in 50
minutes, including seven fours (no
sixes in this League).

Maybury eame out with six wickets
for 468 in 15 overs, Steventon howled 13
cvers for 33 runs and two wickets, and
Wagstaff had two jor 18,

THE USUAL CONFIDENT START

T. W. Steventon and Fox started the
Nantwich innings in their usual confi-
dent and efficient style against the bowl.
ing of Hancock and Shardlow, who, for
some reason which was not apparent,
opened from the opposite ends to those
they generally  operate  from, The
change did not appear to suit cither, for
they lacked accuracy, and runs came
freely. Tom- Steventon made gome
beautiful strokes, and Stone's hundred
wag made to look a totally inadequate
score. However, Steventon's confidence
scemed to desert him suddenly, He was
almost caught at mid-on off Shardlow,
badly missed in the slips off Hancock,
clean bowled by a no-ball from the left-
st bowler which he played back to,
and then bowled by another of Shard.
low’s that went through quick and low,
He had made 25 of the 37 scored in less
than 20 minutes.

With Fox and J. E. Smith making a
further stand, the bowlers  changed
ends, and three more wickets dropped
quickly.  Fox was bowled by what
looked like an in-swinging vorker from
Shardlow, G. Bull wag beaten first ball
by Hancoek, and n  sweet break-back
from the amateur turned from just out.
sido the leg-stump to hit the middle and
off and send back “Jack™ Smith, who
was batting well. J. Rothwell, a young
left-hander playing his first game in the
1st XL and Dr. J. R T. Turner threat-
ened trouble to Stone, and Wood was
put on at Hancock's end, a change of
questionable wisdom at  that  critiea)
stage, for Hancock wuas bowling aceur.
ately and Shardlow  was getting e
wickets,

However, Shardlow got Dr. Turner
caught at cover at 73, and Wood bowled
Rothwell at eighty after a couple of loose
ones had gone to the boundary. 1
should say  Nantwich have a valualle
recruit in this Loy,

WAGSTAFF SETTLED THE ISSUE

Up to this point Stone had made g
fight oi it, and if Hancoek hag con.
tinued bowiing I think they might have
made a close fight. But Wagstaff took
the bit between his teeth, as it were,
went for the bowling with feroeity, and
quickly had the mateh won, Shaypdlow
could not find the length (o Ktop him
and was hit for three fours in one X

L . over
and Wood came in for similae onsligu:
tion. The Nantwich captain saw his

partner make the winning hit
then lbw to Shardlow's
full-pitch on his 1oot.

Wagstaff continned his onslanght un.
til he had hit 47 in 40 niinutes and got
40 of them with boundaries, It was g
display of good, clean hitting.  He had
the courage to attack the bowling
vigorously at the cruecial stage of {he
game, and the risks he todk were justi'-
fied in the result,  He blotted Shard.
low's copybaok to some extent, but the
le("t-lmnder had five wickets for 3. e
might have won the mateh if he could
have maintained the length comsistently
of those 1hat sent back Steventon and
Sinith. T thought he was flighting the
ball 1o get in-swing too often, when his
break-back  from leg  was his most
dangerous ball.

NG and was
in-swinger, g
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PESPERATE FINISH AT BURSLEM

No team has yet reached 100 against
Butslem, and yet they have lost two
matches, and came quite near enofgh
to losing a third. The average per wicket
against them is a slight {raction over
7. But the batting in the last three
matches has not been that of a cham-
pionship side, Taylor (four for 22) and
R. Hollowood (five for 25) got rid of
Norton for a paltry 51, but S. Welch (six
for 29) and F, Hodeon (four for 12)
bundied out Burslem for 50. I question
whether there was anything In the state
of the pitch to justify such ecores, The
finish was, of course, tremendously exeit-
ing, and if one of the Burslem batsmen
had not given one run away by running
short the match would have ¢nded in a
tie. Equally of course, the calling of “one
short” was not to the liking of the
spectators, And, by-the-bye, those who
tell us that cricket has loat its appeal
should lhave acen the crowd at this
match, which, I understand, was the
largest the Burslem club has had for a
very long time. There was no change
of -bowling on either side.

- PORTHILL STILL LOSING

The match at Caverswall furnished a
good game between evenly-matched
sides. Porthill had a fine chance to
secure their first victory of the season
when they had got rid of nine Cavers-
wall wickets for 116, But a missed
chance offered by A. Pickard had disaa-
trous results, for an unexpected stand
by the two bowlers, Pickard and J.
Tabbinor, for the last wicket took the
total to 160, and that proved rather too
much for Porthill. It was only another
verification of the oft-repeated assertion
that flelding is as fmportant n factor in
the winning and losing of matches as
batting and bowling.

Opening the Caverswall innings with
Roy 8mith, 0. F. Doran enjoyed his first
success as a North Staffordshire League
player. The pair found little difficulty
in the Porthill attack and rattled up 49
for the first wicket, of which number
Doran claimed 34 when he was caught
Jn the slips. @ Thornhill and K,
Gleaves had just taken over the bowling
from ITkin and Douglas White, and after
thie former had broken the partnership
Gleaves struck a shrewd blow by bowl.
ing the professional. After this Thorn-
hill bowled with such effect that the
@ame had swung round in the visitors’
favour until that last wicket stand by
which Pickard (25) and Tabbinor (17,
not out) added 44 runs, Thornhill bowled
well to take seven wickets for 52

Porthill lost G. Price and Ikin quickly,
the Jast-named being lbw once more,
this time to the slow bowler, Pickard.
As I have sald before, it seema to me
that John will have to correet-his foot-
work, J. Bentley (84) helped J. 8, Heath
to improve matters, but with the for
mer's departure and the failure of Arthur

Bickerton Porthill were in difficulties.
Then K. Gleaves gave further evidence
of a return to his proper form. He and
Stanley Heath obtained such 3 confl-
dent mastery of the bowling that 64 were
added in less than 40 minutes. They
pulled the game round, and with both
well set and six wickets to go the visi-
tors appeared to have re-established a
grip on the game However, when A. V,
J. Dennis, the former Stone player, was
called upon, (Gleaves indulged in a rash
swipe and was howled for 35,

For the rest, E. J. Wakelin and Pick-
ard caused something of a rout. Stanley
Heath was caught on the leg side off the
slow bowler, having made 47 by cricket
which was an  object  lesson to  the
younger school. I have heard him talk
of retiring {n favour of the young ones,
but he had better wait until his place
can be more adequately filled, 1In the
lnst two matchea he has scored 87 for
once out, and has got them quickly by
cricket of the best.  Wakelin had five
wickets for 43 and Pickard four f{or 36.

LONGTON CAPTAIN AT HI8 BEST

Longton made short work of Crewe on
the Alexandra ground, and the hero of
the oceasion war the Longton captain,
R, H. Plant, not only for his great inn-

13

ings at a time when runs were badly
wanted, but also for the way in which
he put what he conceived to be the in.
terest of the cide before any personal
consideration. That is to say that when
requiring only seven runs to achieve
a_distinction much prized by batsmen,
viz., to reach the century, he declared
the inninga closed to give his howlers
plenty of time to get the home side out,
He iz batting better than ever, and hix
not out 93 gave him an aggregate so far
of 163 for twice out, though he was
canght in shielding his face from a fast,
bumping ball at Caverswall after scor-
ing only two.  Apart from that accident
he has taken 165 runs for onco out.

Longton lost five wickets for 56 (G, I,
Edge 23), but Broadhurst (24) then
helped Plant to put on 85 runs in 55
minutes before the professional was run
out. J. Prinea (21) and Poate (17) made
more than half of Crewe's modest geore,
the bowling of W. Stubbs, Broadhurst,
angd G. Pedley being too good for then.
It is good to find Geo. Pedley taking
wickets again, and an analysis of four
for 13 suggesta that he combined a good
length with his spin.  Broadhurst had
three wickets for 17,

LEEK ON THE HEELS OF THE
LEADERS

Leek Dbatting  did not  shine very
brightly at Cresswell, but that of Blythe
Works suffered an eclipse. L. H. Crump
(31 held one end up for Leek whiie
six wickets fell, and C. Harrison hit up
29 in double quick time right at the end
to make the total look a little more ve-
spectable,  W. Massey took four for 47,
and R. G, Davies three for 19. The home
side collapsed completely. €. Bonsall's
analvsis wae four for 7, Reg. Halton's
three for 2, and E. Hordern's two for 2.
So Leek remain the only unbeaten team
and are only a point behind the leaders.

Knypersley fell from grace at Silver-
dale.” A wcore of 120 by the home side
offered them a reasonable chance to add
another three points to their tally and
hold their high place. But Greenwood,
after his success ngainst the Australians
at Northampton, failed on this oceasion,
succumbing to a good Dball from H.
Pointon, and the rest of the team were
not quite equal to the demand, though
Levi Lowe (38) and W. Boon (21) made
a brave effort after the departure of the
professional.  The attack  of the slow
left-hander, F. Vardy, II. Pointon, and
J  Boon met with little check after the
p.nir named had been separated, and
Knypereley  were  beaten by 19 Tuns,
Vardv's four wickets cost 26, and Poin-
ton's three were debited with only 17
runs,

In hatting, Silverdale owed a gond
deal ta R, Ward (35). C F. R\l‘rlhh)n (26),
and the  wicketkeeper, T, Cooke (1Y),
The wickets were spread over  five
bowlers (with, of course, one run out),
and A Reynolds had three for 40.



e e O N T TV wrR O

StrfrerpsdRe Avvertiser:-Saturpay 28 MayY 1938 -5

DRAWN GAME AT STAFFORD
“ HAT TRICK" BY BELLAMY

Wedneshury were visitors to the Hough
Grouwnd on Saturday, and after batting
¢t hours they compiled a total of 182,
Grecnhough 162). Field (37) and Sutton
(26 not out) being the chief contributors,
Bellamy, the Stafford all-rounder, dis.
tinguizhed himself by ‘performing the
“hat  trick,” James. Townsend and
Tooth being the victims, Otherwise the
Stafford bowling was below standard,
and the same remark applies to the field.
ing. several ecatches being dropped.
With a Jittle over_an hour and three.
quarters left, the home side  started
well, W. T. White being in_form right
from the start, but only the captain,
R. J. C. Evans, could stay with him,
Sutton's fast bowling being the chief
cause of the trouble. It was distinctly
unlucky for White that, after scoring
a capital T7. he should be out to the
last Dhall of the mateh, the Stafford total
then heing 182 for nine wickets. Sutton
came out with the good analvsis of eight
wickets for 34 runs, Detailg:—

WEDNESBURY
F. Greenhough ¢ Morris b Evans ... gz

F. Ficld ¢ Redshaw b Evans ......... 37
W. T. James b Bellamy ....... .10
B. Fellows ¢ and b White .14
R. Sutton not out ... .29
W. Townsend b Bellamy \ 8
F. Tooth lbw b Bellnmy ... ;
(i, Pheenix &t Blair b Redshaw . 8
R, . Ryder b Redshaw .. .18
T, Newton run out .. .0
J. Morris b Bellamy 2
Oxtr 8
o] ¢:§ Ceenemnmmm— 182
Bowling: Bellnmy 4 for 44, Redshaw
2 for 53, Evans 2 for 64.
STAFFORD
W, T. White b_Sutton ...

D, E. Bloor b Sutton i
B. S. N. Anderson lbw b Sutton ...
I.. 1. C. Bellamy b Sutton
I. O. Beck b Suiton ..
F. Rlair b Morris
R. J. C. Evans b Sutto
J. A, R. Miller_b Sutton
J. McLellan b Sutton
L. H. Morris not out ...
Extra

Total (9 wkts.) ......... 142

E. W. Redshaw did not go in.

Bowling: Sutton 8 for 34, Morris 1
for 25,

LEAMINGTON v. STAFFORDSHIRE
GENTLEMEN

Plaved nt Leamington on Bunday.

Staffordehire Gentlemen: C. Howl b
Pugh 81, H. F. Wood o Curtis_b Mar-
shall 8 H. 0. Beck st Rayner b Marshall
0, C. Hatton st Rayner b Marshall 14, C.
Clarke ¢ Rayner b Marshall 1, R. J. C.
Evans b Marshall 29, E. C. Fernie b
Marshall 3, J. E. Blair b Marshall 4, T,
Rickards b Marshall 1, W, H, Twigg not
out 17, J. McLellan ¢ Gerrlht!v b Marshall
3, extras 2; total 169. arshall took
nine for 69.

Leamington : T. H. Curtis ¢ Hatton b
Evans 0, J. A. E. Binny b Wood 49, E.
G. Gerrity st Blair b Evana 11, K, White
o Beck b Wood 8, D, H. Herbert ¢ Me-
Lellan b Fernie 6, J. G. Pugh b Wood
18, Grosvenor-Williams o Clark b Fernie

'J. M, Marshall b Fernie 13, J. Meth-
erell not out 9, K. Rayner ¢ Evans b
Fernie . H. H. 8mith ¢ Clarke b
Fernie Oisexuas 6; total 142, Fernie took
five for
KING EDWARD VIi. 8CHOOL, STAF-

FORD, v. STAFFORD RUQBY
FOOTBALL CLUB

On the school ground on Monday, 20
overs being played, the Rugby players
winning casily. Bcores:—

K.E.8.: 8. C. Woodgét b Longdon 3,
P. F. Psyce o Evans b Kenney 0, J. C.

M. Mountford not out 42, F, L. Dodd re-
tired hurt 3, C. E. P, lolford ¢ Lees b
Longdon 0, R, Bnrnweﬂ ¢ Kenney b Bam-
ford 3, G. J. L. Bmith @m0t out 9, extras
14; total 74. B. H. Glass, 8, Hudson, D,
L. Robertson, J. M. Willinms did not go
in. Bowling: onnq;lon two for seven,
Kenney one for 13, Bamford one for nil,
Stafford UF.C.: K. Bamford run
out 22, R. Kenney retired 51, J, McLellan
lbw b Mountford 0, G. L. Longdon not
out 22, J. Lees not out 7, extrns 19:
total 114. 1(,\3. C. Evzma‘ 1. T Wilsun:
A. Roberts, E. A, K. Jarvis, D. G. Bray
3. Collier did not go in, Rowling ;
Mountford one for nine, Holford nil for
40, R. Barnwell nil for 28, J. M. Wil
liams nil for 17, Glass nil for eight,

SHUGBOROUGH PARK v. STAFFORD
P.8.A.

Played at  Stafford  on  Saturday,
Scores :

Shughorough Park: B, Billington b
Nagsett 47, H, Houghton b Merricks 27,
S, Hopper ¢ Lawton b Merricks 6, R.
Stubles ¢ James b Lawton 19, A. Appleby
not out 15, K. Bamford b Morton 12, H,
Higginbotham b Norton 7, extras 5;
total 138 for six, nu\\-liugz Morton two
for llg, Merricks two for 27, Bassett one
for .

Stafford P.S.A,: R, Norton not out 10,
(. Merricks ¢ Higginbotha b Appleby
0, T. James b Hopper 1, H. Lawton ¢
Houghton b Appleby 0, T. Saggurs ¢
Lillington b Ilopper 8, W. Bassett ¢
Plummer b Hopper 18, W. Johnson ¢
and b Hopper 0, . Wike ¢ Higgin-
botham b Stubbs 3, H., Smith ¢ Billing-
ton b Stubbs 11, H. Roberts ¢ Hopper b
Stubbs 4, extras 3; total 58 for nine.
Bowling : R, Stubbs three for 10, Appleby
two for six, Hopper threo for 26,

BURTON A. v, TUTBURY

Played at Burton on Saturday.

Tutbury : 8. R. Rickman b 1llsley 11,
1. Billings b _Gothard 4, J. L. Brear b
Robinson 7, T. R. Deighton st Clark b
Jenkins 68, Gi. G, Hodges 1hw b Illsley
0, W. West b Robinson 8, R, Rishop b
Gothard 10, M, I Hurdle ¢ MeMurrugh
b Jenkins 30, 1. Graham b Dolman 3,
L., Starbuck ¢ Illsley L Jenkins 3, L,
Johnson not out 0, extras 13; total 157,

Burton A: R. Hlingworth ruu out 49,
. J. Dolman b Hurnhv 0, . C. Clarke
not out 77, . L, J. Jackson b Brear 0,
S, J. A Evershed b Brear 4, M. B,
Jenkins b Brear 13, 1L ), Pepper ¢ Star.
buck b Brear 11, L, G. Tlsley not out 1,
extris 73 total for six wickets 162. E. J.
Gothard, L. Robinson, and E. (. Me-
Murrugh did not bat.

Bowling: J. L. Brear four wickets for
5 runs, M. F. Hurdle one wicket for
36 runs.

SUDBURY v. FOSTON & SCROPTON

Playved at Sudbury on ESaturday.

~udbury: A. Startin ¢ Plumb b Wat.
kins 50, H. Startin ¢ Jagg b Watkins 2,
W, Alcock ¢ Smith b Watking 0, W.
Wright b Plumb 22, T, Allen run out 2,
J. Greensmith ¢ Plumb b Sessions 4, K.
Woolley b Watkins 4, K. Pawlett not out
4, D. Wheat not out 6, W. Wardle and
W. Edge did not bat, extras 4; total for
seven wickets declared 98,

Forton & Scropton: AL Smith run out
2, M. Barker b A, Startin 12, E. Birch b
Woolley 8, W. Jagg b Woolley 11, D.
Rourne ¢ Pawlett B Greensmith 9, F.
Sessions not out 20, G. Plumb not out
8. L. Hawkins, N. Wood, B. Morris, and
F. Watking did not bat, extras 2; total
(tor five wickets) 72,

BLYMHILL AND WESTON v.
WOLVERHAMPTON POLICE

Played on the ground of the former
on Saturday. May 21, the visitors win-
ning an exciting mateh by four runs,
Scores t—

Wolverhampton Police: P.C. Wood-
ford Ihw b R. Hitehen 2, P.C. Longhurst
¢ R. Hitehen b White 34, P.C. Quinn ¢
G. Hazlett b Medlicott 3, P.C. Eccleston
b Medlicott 8, P.C. Garbett not out 11,
P.C. Carnfleld ¢ Medlicott b White 0,
P.C. Williamson b Medlicott 9, P.C.
Revnolds ¢ (. Hazlett b R. Hitchen 1,
P.C. Grundy b Medlicott. 0, P.C. Phillips
b Mediieott 0, P.C. Ball b Mecdlicott 2,
extras 6; total 76,

Blymhill: K. J, Hazlett 1bw b Quinn
0. R. D. Smith lbw b Garbett 0, I1, T,
Harper ¢ Eceleston b Woodford 22, J. E.
White ¢ and b Quinn 0, 4. C. Iazlett
Ihw b Quinn 0, Lord Newport h Wood-
ford 5, F. B, Averill b Woodiord 12, .
W, Hitchen b Woodford 21, R, Nitehen
not out 8, II. N. Hill b Quinn 1, 8,
Medlicott b Woudtvrd 1, extras 23 total

LICHFIELD v, KYNOCKS

Lichfield were easy vietims to Kynoehs
on  the  Rirmingham Road ground on
Saturday, when they were dismissed for
a total of 48 against the visitors' 114,
Mellor was Lichfield’s best bowler, tak-
ing six wickets for 41 runs, For the
visitors, Hudson took six for 27 and
Thomson four for 17, Reores :

Kynochs: 8. Seott b George 46, M. D.
Rassett b George 5, 1. Coley 1y Mellor 3
L. Pellow ¢ Renshaw b Mellor 16, (}
Thomson L Mellor 0, J. Broadhurst b
Mellor 2, R. Jenkins b Mellor 3 R, Had-
]qn‘\-\}) l}gellnr l7,A}"i Mogeley b (3onrgo 14
3. Matthews b Ashpole 8, 7. g ‘
S h oxtr&s b t”tllll e J. Hudson not

Lichfield : C. Coleman b ¥
N. Ashpole ¢ Pellow b Hn(ls‘::;lsl%n E, B
Renshaw b Hudson 2, N. \\'lliléf.‘.l(i st
Hadley b Thomson 8, E. A. George b
Thomson 3, T. M. Partridge b Thomson
8, G. Ellett st Hadley b Hudson 1, G, I
Teml)lo b Thomson 3, A. Mellor & Bas.
:ctt 2) H}yd:nn 1, N. L. Hamilton b Hud.
tg{l;] ;18. < Oram not out 0, extras 4;

DENSTONE COLLEGE v, ST.
PETER'S, YORK

Pln_‘\'ed at Denstone on Saturday, &t
Peter's won the toss and batted, = Two
quick wickets fell to Deighton, but sone
stedy  batting by Lynch and Rennett
retrieved the situation, and with 130 for
five on the board and both batsmen
well set, tho visitors scemed likely to
reach a good total. A collapse against
the bowling of Burrow, who had six
wickets for 65, and Deighton, three for
39, left the all out score 147, the last
four wickets falling at the same total.

With the wicket still 7Tull of runs
D_cnutnne_found little diticuly in win.
ning by six wickets, but the success was
duae chiefly to the batting of D. H. Bur.
row, who completed his second cen.
tury in succession in 90 minutes. Apart
from him the Denstone batting was not
ingpiring, though Gandy made 21 and
Watson was batting well at the end
Scores : )

St. Peter's York: R. C. Lynch v
Burrow 41, H. A. Milburn Ibw Dei h]tl()w‘r\l
4, J. A. Wright b Deighton 0, V. i F
Davin o Hensman D ﬁurrnw 20, R. .
Dixon b Burrow 2, T. F. Cnm'eron Ll)
Burrow 19, L. W. Bennett b Burrow a2
I. D, C. Morison ¢ Wawon b Doightm;
%)g-o}{t., gulrller}}'urhout 0, M. 8. Douglas
« ut 0, R. N. Rimmer st C i
ham b Burrow 0, extras 13; m“(;lurl\“rl,mg-

l)or‘mtnno: D. H. Burrow not out .108
.\‘l. G. Hensman b Rimmer ¢ H. R
Gandy st Dixon b Milburn 21, (. P.
Roberts st Dixon b Butler 4, R. L
Richards Tbw Wright 0, R, M. Warscl:
not out 10, extras 6: total (for 4wkt:n
150, 3. G.'H. Delghion, 1, 8. Rao''y)
I Johnaton-Monk,” B. M. Cunninglamny
and D. Ogden did not bat, B
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M{NOR COUNTIES
COLLAPSE OF
STAFFS.

—

ALL OUT FOR 179
RUNS

———

BARTLEY’S FINE
BOWLING

Staffordshire opened their Minor
Counties programme by opposing
Cheshire on the picturesque Oxton
ground, Birkenhead, to-day. Condi-
tions were good, although there was

an absence of sunshine.

Both sides were well  represented.
StafTordshire rclied largely on players
who have previously assisted the county,
but there were two newcemers in L. Lowe
(Knypersley) and R. S. Patterson
(Walsall). No fewer than nine Mersey-
side players were included in Cheshire's
cleven,  The teams werei—

Cheshire.—J. D. Worthington, G. A.
McEntyre, K. H. McEntyre, J. D. Canevali,
A, M. Wolstenholme, R. M. Dutton. E.

Hawkins, H. G. S. Prescott, Dennis,
Parkinson and Bartley.
Staffordshire.—W. A. Adams, L. E.

Gale, R. Smith, C. C. Clarke, J. T. lkin,
R. H. Plant, S. Crump, L. Lowe, A.
Reynolds, F. Taylor and R. S. Patterson,

A FINE CATCH

_Staftordshire won the toss and decided
to take first innings on a wicket that
scemed full of runs, Gale and Smith,
the opening pair, however, were forced
to bat very cautiously against the fast
bowling of Dennis and Bartley, and the
first ten  runs occupied 20 minutes.
Dennis, as a matter of fact, opened with
threc maidens, and it was not until the
fourth ball of his fourth over that
Smith cut a rising ball through the slips
for the first four of the day.

Bartley alse bowled well, and with iac
total 18 he captured Smith's wicket, the
Caverswall player being out to a smart
catch in the slips by Canevali, who had
to dive full length to grasp the ball inches
from the ground.

Gale, who had been very restrained,
stayed three-quarters of an hour in making
10 and was then bowled by Bartlcy with
the total at 42.

Ikin quickly secttled down, and though
frequent changes were made in the attack,
he batted with confidence. A fine off-
drive by him, off Bartley, sent the half-
coentury up when the innings had been in
progress 67 minutes. Soon afterwards,
Ikin had an escape when Dennis, fielding
at mid-ofl, just failed to hold a terrific low
drive. This escape did not curb Ikin, for
in the next over he scored a beautiful six
off Parkinson.

With his score at 43, Ikin snicked a
ball [rom cennhis into  the shps, but
Bartiey failed to take a simple cateh,

Ikin reached 50 after he had been
batting 75 minutes, an oll-drive also
sending up the century after Stafford-
shire had been batting one and three-
quarter hours. At that point, lkin had
hit one six and three fours.

Along with Patterson, Ikin remained
undefeated until lunch, the partnership
lasting an hour, having then put on a
very useful 69

15

IKIN OUT

The lunci.con break proved fatal to
Ikin, for off the fourth ball of the first
over on the resumption he was clean
bowled by Dennis. This proved to be
the “rst of two wickets which fell within
20 minutes for an addition of only 14
runs—Clarke was caught off Decnnis for
10—but the youthful Patterson continued
to bat in a very confident manner, and,
alhough his shots, for the most part,
lacked power, his placing was always
accurate against kcen fielding, and he
was never in any real difficulty.

Patterson had the satisfaction of reach-
ing his 50 after he had been batting an
hour and three-quarters.

Plant was bowled by Bartley after he
had contributed 11, and Bartley quickly
met with three more successes, taking the
wickets of Crump, Lowe and Adams.
Reynolds and Taylor were run out, and
the visitors' innings closed after three
hours and 20 minutes with the total 179,

The visitors fared very badly afte
lunch, the last eight wickets falling In
an hour and five minutes for an
addition of 68 runs, This was mainly
due to the effeotive bowling of Bartloy,
who, during this period, captured tour
wickets for 24 runs.

Patterson, who had been at the wicket
two hours and a quarter, carried out his
bat for a splendid 62 which included six
boundaries.

STAFFORDSHIRE—First Innings

R 8mith o Canevall b Bartley .. 13
L € Gale b Bartley .............. .10
J T lkin b Dennis ......... . b8
R 8 Patterson not out ........... . 82
C C Clarke ¢ Prescott b Dennis . 10
R H Plant bt Bartley 11
8 Crump Ibhw b Bartle 2
L Lowe h Bartiey 0
W A Adams b Bartley 1]
A Reynoids run out ... ]
F Taylor run out ...... 3
Extras ....... a
Totsl 179
BOWLING ANALYSIS

Staftordshire.—First Innings
0. M, A. w.
Dennis . 22 ... 8 ... 68 .2
Bartley . 23.4 ... &5 ... b4 . 8
R M Dutto 5 ... 2 14 S
Parkinson ... 10 1 40 [
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'BURSLEM WIN
AGAIN

THRILLING GAME WITH
STONE

NORTON’S ONE-RUN
VICTORY

Burslem retained their clear lead
at the head of the North Stafford-
shire and District Cricket League by
defeating Stone yesterday.

There was a thrilling finish to the match,
Replying to Stone's 61 (Taylor haq' six
tor 31, making his holiday *bag” 16
wickets for 88 runs, and Hollowood four
for 24), it looked long odds on Burslem
losing when nine wickets were down for
48—three wickets fell at this tqtal—but
their professional, Taylor, and Meigh, gave
them victory by five runs. Hancock
bowled extremely well for Stone,
taking five wickets for 14.

D. A. Harper, for Caverswall, took seven
silverdale wickets for 87 and scored 59
runs, cftorts which helped his side to win
casily.

Longton lost at home to Norton by one
run: Nantwich beat Blythe Colour Works;
Porthill Park (H. F. Wood 91) gained
their second success—at the expense of
Leck; and Knypersley drew at Crewe.

North Staffordshire League. Senior

Division—Section “A”
BURSLEM v, STONE
.—F Ravenscroft b Taylor 1, R Harris
c Sl'l“)l"‘rf b Hollowood 2, H H Wood b Hollowood
7. E D Slynn st Meigh b Taylor 13, Hancock
(H) b Taylor v, E C Fernie b Hollowood 6, F
P Wolfe b Taylot 9, J E V Toney b Taylor 0,
B Shardlow b Hollowood 5, R F Reader not out
5 A J Copeland b Taylor 9, extras 6; total 61,
;1"nylor (F) six for 31; R R Hollowood four for
24,
- m.—A B Hollowood Ibw b Hancock 5,
F n[ijarlgl!*ey b Hancock U. J Fenton ¢ Wood b
Shardlow 12, T Hollowood b Hancock 5, A
Birch st Copeland b Hancock 11, G Wardle Ibw
b Shardlow 0, C G Dexter b Hancock 2, R R
Hollowood run out 0, N Thornhill ¢ Fernie b
Shardlow 0, Taylor (F.) not out 10, A Meigh
¢ Wood b Shardlow 8, extras 13; total 66. Han-
cock (H) five for 14; B Shardlow four for 39.
SILVERDALE v. CAVERSWALL

8ilverdale.-—T W Cocks b Harper 22, J Bloor
¢ and b Harper 12, F Thompson ¢ and b Harper
3, C F_Rusnton b Harper 14, R Ward b Harper
0. A Turner lbw b Wakeiin 6, ¥ C Steele ¢
afassey b Harper 10, H Peointon b Wakelin 2, R
Hill b Wakelin 1, ¥ Vardy b Harper 1, J Boon
not out 1, extras 3; total 75. D A Harper seven

27.
Iorcaverswall.—»Smllh R b Pointon 19, J Beswick
b Vardy 7. D A Harper ¢ Pointon b Vardy 59,
J Ragsdale b Pointon 2, H Whalley b Turner 5,
E J Wakelin b Vardy 6, O Doran b Boon 7, A
Pickard not out 39, A Massey not out 9, extras
5; total (for 7 wkts) 156.
LEEK v PORTHILL PARK

porthill.—1kin (J T) c¢ and b Hordern 31, G
Price run out 1, H F Wood ¢ and b Bonsall 91, A
A B:ckerton b Hordern 25, J S Heath b Hordern
0. N W White ¢ Charnock b Halton 16, J
n'onue_v not t())ul 21, total
, t) 200,

WK koL H Crump b Thornhill 10, E Dale
Ibw b J T Ikin 5, E Broderick ¢ Woolliscroft b
Thornhill 13, R Halton b Thornhill 16, A Threl-
fall b D L White 38, W Rider b J T Ikin 4, C
Bonsall b D [. White 4, H Birch not out 22, W c
Charnock ¢ Thornhill b J T Ikin 1, L Perkin
¢ Ikin b J T lkin 0, E Hordern b J T Ikin o,
extras 10: total 123. J T lkin five for 32.
CREWE ALEXANDRA v. KNYPERSLEY
ersley.—L Lowe b Hossack 33, H W
(.12::\500(1 ¢ Prince b Hossack 3, A Cooper b
l;n'ker 4, W Boon c¢ Broad b Hossack 45, E
Lowe c¢ Simpson b Hossack 2, W Winskill b
l;ﬁrker 3, P Green b Barker 0, A Reynolds b
Barker 10. W Butler b Prince 44, T C Maynard
b Poate 1. D Robinson not out 8, extras 6. total
159 A Barker four for 26; T Hossack four for

extras 5; (for six

'mcyewe Alexandra.—Poate (A) b Reynolds 0,
¢ C Shreeve b Winskill 60, J Broad b Reynolds
7. H Tortington b Winskill 9, J Prince b Winskill
a6, O Simpson not out 5, W Cooke not out 0
extras 4; total (for 5 wkis) 141,
LONGTON v. NORTON

Norton. —Smith (A) b Webberley 27, R Birch
b Broadhurst 6, G Lancaster ¢ Plant b Broad-
hurst 1, R Hallam b Broadhurst 0, J Rhead b
Broadhurst 13, R Hill ¢ Dennis b Broadhurst 12,
§ smuth ¢ Edge b Stubbs 25, G Barnett b Broad-
hurst 0, S Welch b Stubbs 19, A H Mountford
not out 3, W Deakin b Stuobs 2, extras 10; tota)
114. Broadhurst six for 52,

Longton,—G Pedley b Welch 18, G B Edge ¢
Barnett b Rhead 23, E D Dennis b Welsh 7. R H
Plant b Welch 42, A J Chadwick ¢ and b Hill
3, Broadhurst (G)-c and b Hill 0. E Payne st
Lancaster b Hill 3, E Dennis ¢ Lancaster b Welck
4, W Hine b Welch 0, A Webberley not out 4,
W Stubbs st Lancaster b Hill 3, extras 10; total
117 S Welch five for 31 R Hill four for 28

BLYTHE COLOUR WORKS v. NANTWICH

Nantwich.—Fox (W V) b Massey 48, G Ball
h Massey 10, J E Smith b Mayer 6, T Hope b
Moore 1, E H Steventon b Davies 28, S WagstafTe
b Massey 3, J Sproston b Davies 4, S G Davies
b Mayer 1, W T Maybury b Davies 7, B T Dutton
b Mayer 1, A McTurk not out 0. extras 2; total
121

Blythe Works.—H Amison ¢ McTurk b Steven-
ton 3, G Sherwin b Wagstaffe 1, A Bevington ¢
Sproston b Wagstafie 32, W Hurst Ibw
Steventon 35, ' Barber b Wagstaffe 1. A Bennett
st McTurk b Steventon 2, F Clare b Steventon 2
A Moore ¢ Davies b Maybury 2, R Davies ¢ Ball
b Steventon 1, Mayer (G H) not out 2, \V Massey
b Maybury 17, extras 3; total 101 S Wagstalle
three (or 18, E H Steventon iive for 42

TABLE TO DATYE

P W L D Pis
Bursiem 9.7 .2 ...0 . ...21
Nantw:ch 9.6 ..3..0..18
Caverswall 9 ...9% ...2 .02 .17
Norton 9 soe 3 win 2w B ew )l
Knypersiey 9 vee D sy B oaaw L w16
| P10 Cp——— D e b aes B 3 pald
Longton 5 Vowe N oo A oawm U sl
Crewe Alexandra | 9 ...2..4...3...09
Suverdale .. . D owir Do B oo D e R
Bivthe Works 0 e A o O e L e T
Porthill Park 9 ver Do B v b o T
Stone ... 9 Lo 7 ) CR——.

8enior Division—Section “B "
WHITCHURCH v. ALSAGERS BANK

Whitchurch.—C Coffin 0, I. E Norton 1, J F
Lennon 52, R Smith 41, E J Howley 1. Major
W. Wormington 1, A R Nash 21, K J Slater 27,
H Casewell 4, H Madeley 0, A Beckett not out
1. extras 3: total 132,

Alsagers Bank.--L Shuffichotham 13, H Lea
0, W Moore 2, R Dcan 14, E Jones 5, F Tomkin-
son 5, L Jones 0, J Warcham 26, F Owen 1, W
Allwin 6, L Riley not out 4, extras 13: total 89.
H Madeley three for 13: C Coffin three for 29.

CHEADLE v. CHEDDLETON M.H.

Cheadle.—C Chandler 6, E Swinson 3. B
Whitehurst 24, S Whitehurst 14, A Harris 0, R
Whitehurst 0, J 'Kerr 0, H Capewell 6, J Beard-
more not out 13. J Keates 0, K Crook 0, extras
6; total 72. A Maddison nine for 34.

Cheddleton M.H.—F Hamnett 3. F Bailey 9,
A K Shaw 3, M Eve 3, A Garner 0. L. Kirkham
17. R Arrowsmith 23, R Vine 0, A Maddison 4,
FE Cutts 6, J Kirkham not out 3, extras 1; total
74 I P Keates four for 31; S Whitehurst three

for 9
KIDSGROVE v. FENTON

Fenton.—S Degg 2, J Booth 1R, A J Kerry 8,
T Mann 4, A Smith 7, G F W Wain |, A R
(‘no{mr 0. F J Pugh not out 2, A Scarraty o,
P McArdle 1. W B Lecse 0, extras 6; total 49
R Jones eight for 19,

Kidsgrove.—-F. Farley 48, R Jones 24, J Beech
0, F Hadley 0, 1, Evans 7, N Dean 0, J Colclough
20 R Dokin 13, R Wainwright 11, W Knowles
nat out B, W Wainwright 1, extras 16; total 157,
A Smith four for 37, D McArdle thriee for 32.

GREAT CHELL v. AUDLEY

Audley, J Hancock 16, R Railey 0, H Fryer
0, ll‘ Dale »2, N White 18, M ‘Tapley 10, ¢ Tinunis
1. ¢ Fryer not out 2, R Ta ley 0, T McEllin 2,
F Darlington 10, extras 12; total 103. F Vodrey
four for 37, H Averill three for 13. ’

Great Chell.—R Goodwin 10, ¢ Clowes 15, H
Avenill 1, 1 Madeley 0, A J Colley 7, J Pedley
0, \\' Mould 7, T Broad 9, F Vadrey nnt out 39,
F Wilshaw not out 11, sxtras 9; total (lor 8
wkts) 106, M Tapley six for 38.

ASHCOMBE PARK v. SNEYD COLLIERY

Ashcombe Park.--T Sutton 24, S Alcock 2
J Proffitt 0. H N Turner & D Turner 3. D Rane
30. Rev J H Rowman @ T Alcock 18 R Mellor
rl\nt‘n‘\;xl .‘:6" :\Eh‘f;\,*k 0. O Brassingion O, extras

D to 6. ay ;
thgm' e 2 Mayer four for 13, F Curwin

neyd Colllery.—S Dawson 2, A B b
22, J Shaw 0, ‘( Hickman 4, A wns;?\?d(f.enf:
Heaton 6, E Mnf'er 17, A Boulton 0, F Owen
e pmn\«(!arg 2, F Curwin 0, extrns 1;
foue for ao ve for 25, O Brassington

BIGNALL END v, HARTSHILL
“ gh}naﬂ End. -K W piatt 65. A W Ikin

not out 4. extras 13: total (for 3 wkte) o
Hartshill. - J ¢ Martin 1, g Peake 37 ‘l‘l’ i
4. W Tunnmichiffe 9, W Johnson 1 F.‘ illlerqi'\Il!l:r
E Binne 1L FLawlon 1) W Balles 33, C Bentiny
)

4. W Ellis not out 0, 3
ek b ot o extras 16, total 133. K W

16

) 105, |
fassall not out 24, (; Harrison 24, D Rllo;:‘

MONDAY’S CRICKET

N.8. LEAGUE—S8enior “B"

WHITCHUROH v. KIDSQROVE

Whitchuroh.—I. E Norton 17, C Collin 135, 1
S Smith 0, J Lennon 60, R Smith 26, S Jackson
2. A R Nash 2, Major W Wormington 0, K .
Slater not out 4, A Beckett 0, H Madeley 0,
extras 15; total 137, W Wainwright four for
20; J Colclough five for 24. -

Kidsgrove.—R Wainwright 8, E Farley 16, E
Millington 45, R Jones 15, J Colclough 3. A
Hancock 0, E Goodwin not out 2. W Knowles 7.
W Wainwright 4, T Bollington 0, J Beech o0,
extraa 13; total 111, R Smith four for 27;
C CoMn four for 23.

CHEDDLETON M.H. v. QREAT CHELL

QGreat Chell.—R Goodwin 21, C Clowes 39, \y
Mauld 6, F Watera 0, H Averill 0, J Madeley o,
T Broad 11 J Pedley 12. F Vodrey 10. F Wi,
thaw 0, T Snape not out 0, extras 3: total 104,
A Madehison five for 44,

Cheddlston M. H.-—F Bailey 5, M Fie 3. R K
Shaw 30, A Garner 0, L Kirkham 15, A Maddi-
son not out 25, F Hamnett 0. R Arrowsmith 15,
R Vine not out 18, extras 2; total (for 7 wkts)
113, J Pedley four for 37.

N.8. LEAGUE—Junior “B"

Betley 46 (J Furnival five for 8), Scot Hay 35
(W Chell four for 10, B Madden four for 17),

Ashcombe Park 46 (C Bentley five for 24),
Hartshill 128 (A Deavall 46. A Emery, sen. 241

BLYTHE BRIDGE AND UTTOXETER

» LEAGUE—DIvision 1

Stallington 93 (C Thorley 44 (E Burton four
for 31, W E. Atkin four for 31), Rocester 88 ()
Dwyaer 31, R Burton 21, I' Millward six for 27),
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Staffordshire
Set Cheshire
Big Task

215 RUNS NEEDED
IFOR VICTORY

HOME CAPTAIN’S
UNUSUAL MOVE

Although 40 runs behind with one
wicket in hand, J. D. Worthington,
Cheshire's captain, took the unusual
course of declaring the innings
closed  when the mateh with
Stalfordshire was continued at Oxton
to-day. . N

He )\]\'us influenced in l!ns dcclswn'by
the fact that rain fell during the morning,
causing the resumption to be delayed for
hall-an-hour, and that the \\'llckcl was
ikely to be helpfui tu he vowlers.
lnsl':h{' move proved suceesstul, for within
hall an hour Stalltordshire lost  both
opening batsmen, With five on the board
Gale was bowled by Bartley and 12 runs
later Smith had his ofI-stump uprooted LY

cnnis.
° IKIN'S FIFTY

This Lrought together IKin and Putter-
son, who were conecrned in such &
profitable stand yusterday, and once
again they came tu tne rescuc. On this
occasion, however, their partnership was
of shorter  duration, tor alter thirce-
quarters of an hour, and when 39 runs
had been added, Patterson tricd to pull
4 ball to leg, but mis-hit, and K. H.
McEntyre made a simple cateh,

Ikin had three escapes hen in the 207,
being missed on two ovecasions on the leg
poundary by G. A, McEntvre, while
Dennis just failed to reach a short return
off his own bowling Ikin was nothing 3[
not venturesome, and after an hour's
patting he had made 40 out of 74, which
included one six and four fours. .

Ikin, in the 40's, .hnd another let-ofl
when he snicked a rising ball from Dennis
into the slips, but K. H. McEntyre failed
to hold the catch. ) .

Ikin went on to get his half-century
after an hour and a quarter, but shortly
afterwards had his  fifth *life,” being
dropped in the out-ficld by Hawkins, Hce

1d Clarke remained undefeated until the
Y ‘heon period, at which time Ikin had
:#2:‘10 74, which included three sixes and
sx"ﬂs;\fl.r;lll-hmnv after lunch, the visitors
lost four wickets for an addition of 20
runs and among those to go was Ikin.
With his score at 86. he drove to mid-on
and was caught by G. A. McEntyre, who
thus atoned, in some measure, for having

iled to hold two earlier chances.
[a]D(‘spitc his good fortune, Ikin can be
‘ven credit for an aggressive innings. He
]'vch'co sixes and scven fours in a stay
it two and a quarter hours. during

la;tiicr;]gho had scen the total advance from
W A
ﬂvgat;’“oay " clean-howled the last three

; t an individual cost of 7 uns,
%aat}iﬁ;nh?s record for the innings five
for 37. )
* ]'(Tl;]gtsinninxzs ¢losed at 174, and Cheshire
erc thus faced with the task of getting
;\3‘15 runs for victory in two hours 40

inutes. )
ml’Frl\l(t home county were given a good
art by G. E. McEntyre and Dennis, tbv
5'a'r sonding up the hnif 'f-ontur‘v in 30
pdilnu(‘(-s, Without addition, however,
nD~lcnnis was Ibw to Taylor.

TAYLOR, the Burstem Criolot G!".)
professional, who, playing for
Staffordshire, took five wiy s tor
83 runs In Cheshire's second Inniaga.

STAFFORDSHIRE

First Innings: 179,
8econd Innings
L E Gale h Bartley ..........
Smith h Dennis ..........
Ikin ¢ G A McEntyre

T b unrfl'e'v s
8 Patterson ¢ K H McEntyre h Dutton 13
%Gllvkl ¢ Wolstenholme h Dennis ... 32
(o]

Plant Ibw h Dennis ....
rump ¢ Prescott b Denn
Lowe h Bartley ........
A Adams h Bartley
Reynolds not out ..
Taylor b Bartley ..

Extras .......

My Erevos-I

Total ..o 174
CHESHIRE
First Innings: 139,
8econd Innings
QG A McEntyre not out .................... 30
Dennis Ibw h Taylor .......
A M Wolstenholme not out .
EXIrAs  consnamonanssisn B |

Total (for 1 wkt) ......... 59

BOWLING ANALYSIS
Staffordshire.—First Innings

0. M, R W,

Dennis  ......... 22 ... 8 ... 68 « 2
Bartley ...... 234 ... 5 ... b4 ]
R H Dutton ... 5 .. 2 ... 14 -~
Parkinson .. 10 ... 1 ... 40 ... —

Staffordshire - 8econd Innings

0. M, R. w.

Bartiey 21.4... 5 ... ar .. b
Dennis 18 ...t ... a8t 4
Dutton . 3 - M 1
Parkinson . 8 ... — .. 4 =

Cheshire First Innings

. M n, W,

Raynolds 3 a5 ... 3
Taylor 4 ao -
Crump 2 aa 4
Ikin .- 16 1
Qale 1 18 1

17

STAFFORDSHIRE
WIN BY 14
RUNS

'TAYLOR AND CRUMP
BOWL FINELY

CHESHIRE'S GALLANT
FIGHT

Staffordshire beat Cheshire by 14
runs in the Minor Counties match at
Oxton yesterday.

Cheshire declared at the overnight score
of 139 for nine, 41 runs behind, This
scemed tg be a wise decision \\'hox;
Staffordshire lost two wickets fop 17 runs,

but J. T. Ikin and R. S. Patterson stayed
and the side totalled 174, T

Cheshire nceded 215 runs to wj
they made a gallant fight. G. A. M\ggnta\?'g
and Dennis put on 30 for the first wicket
and A. M. Wolstenholme and R. M, Duttop,
added 108 for the fourth wicket, n
Cheshire, with six wickets to fa)) had
only 35 runs to get, but F. Taylor ang S
Crump wore down the subsequent bats.
men, and Staffordshire won cight minyyes
from time. 5
STAFFORDSHIRK
First Innings: 179,
Second Innings

K Gale b Bartley ..... SR s
Bt b Denals o )
W olntyre b Bartiey ...

B paihiang X 8 Bethur B 8
A nholma
W Plant Ibw b Denniy ... oonnis ... 32

Crump ¢ Prescott b Denn
Lowe b Bartley .........
A Adams b Bartley
Reynolds not out .
Taylor b Bartie
Extras .. ...

Total
CHESHIRE
First Innings: 130,
8econd Innings

Q A MoEntyre b Taylor ..
Dennis Ibw b Taylor

MpEroIon-Dr

A M Wolstenholme ¢ Reynolds b Faoi. 1
J D Oanevall o Taylor b cr\tn’r'n: Tarlor 52
E H Hawkins b Crump ..., . =~ ‘"' 8
K M MoEntyre run out .. 4
Parkinson st Lowe b Taylo 10
J D Worthington o Ikin b 2
R H Dutton b Crump ... . 3
M Q Prescott b Crump 8o
Bartley not out ...... M
BXIEBS . covnmsminivaiginy o o
Total ... ,?
BOWLING ANALYSlg 290
Staffordshire.—First Innings
0. LB R
Dennis 22 ... B .. gg w.
9:5.4 1 84 :
o2 :
Parkingsen ... 10 .. ¢ . “; £ =
8e0ond Inningy "
0. M,
Bartley s 3 w,
Dennis 1 8 - 8
Dutten ... " —_ 1. e
Parkinson ... 9 .., — ' :; W Y
Cheshlra —Pirst Inningy "
0. M R
Reynoids ...... 9 ... 8 w,
Taylor T SN 38 .8
Crump 15 . g 30—
tkin B o ‘s .., g
Gale ............ 6 ... 3 -
8econd Inningg > 1
0.
Reynolida ...... 8 ... P: R. w.
Taylor AR a M
Grump 2
Ikin
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PROSPECTS

CAVERSWALL TO -
ENTERTAIN
LEADERS

Nantwich at Home
To Leek

PORTHILL PARK
ATTRACTION .

Burslem, leaders of the North
Staffordshire Cricket League, and the
only Senior “A” team to win all
their three holiday matches, face a
big test to-morrow when they visit
Caverswall, who are third in the

table.

The Cobridge club’s exalted position is
due almost entirely to their powerful
attack, and they still  possess  the
temarkable  distinction  of having  dis-
missed overy side they have met for
fewer than 100 runs.

Caverswall's two defecats to date have
been sustained on their own ground, but
they are a well-equipped combination and
<hwuld he  capable of extending  their
visitors to the full. Teams:—

Caverswall. - E J Wakelin (capty, D A Harper,
A1 kard, O F Doran, J H Ragsdale, A Massey.
HOH Whalley, J ‘Tabbmor, J W S Beswick, A
Cuckley, Smith (R KReserve, A V J Dennis.

Rursem. A D Hollowood leapt), R
tiallowood, T G Hlollowood. A Birch, ¥ Bailey,
© Johnson, ¢ Brammer, G Wardle, J Fenton
A Meigh, Tavior te).

CHAMPIONS' TEST

Another match whick should produce a
keen and entertaining Sll:UKRlC is at Nant-
wich, where the champion. and leading
chaliengers to Burslem enteniain Lecek.,
‘[ he Moorland club lost its unbeaten record
during  Whitsuntide—they  were  twice
defeated, in fact—but they are capable of
rising to the occasion, as was evidenced
by their victotles over Burslem and Long-
ton. Nantwich. on the other hand. are
not quite as mvincible as  in recent
consons, and there sheuld be. therefore,
& fine struggle for supremacy

Leck's team shows changes. W, 3
Charnock, the captain, misses  his  first
season through indisposition.
p. Havrisen the reserve wicket keeper-
hatsman, s sodes T L. Perkins, the
reaular stumper, and will make his sccond
arance with the side. ‘Teams:
Nantwich, W T Maybury, T W Steveaton,

5 Steyenton, J E Smath, G Bull, J Spreston
t-'l\(\';. ci\:)llr‘, J R T Turner. F Burion. R
et el Fox WV
W, WO Bvder HOBueh, FoBrodernek, 1. H

(-,{L.ﬁqp, ' honsail, B l_lmllmn, P Hmoson, Ron
Halton, Red Halton, K Dale, A Thielfall

Having broken the jce by gaining twao
during the holiday week-end

game of the

appe

vietories

porthill park will have gained confidence
for their attractive home fixture with

A SPECIAL REPCRT OF THE
NANTWICH v. LEEK

MATCH WILL APPEAR
IN THE

«GENTINEL” CRICKET FINAL
TO-MORROW

on.  This is another match which
ses to provide plenty of entertaining
«. and, with the weather maore
: d. Porthill should be rewarded with
a big "gate to compensate in some
dezrer for previous disappointments this
scazon, Teams:—

Porth:ll Park. H F Wood. jun. tcapt), N W
Wwaite. J Bentley, H G Castles, A A Bickerton,
R Hammond, J 8§ Heath, K Gieaves, H Thorniull
D L. White. Ikin ] T»

KNYPERSLEY AT HCME

There can be no doubt that Knyperstey
have juetitied fully their promotion, and
though they  suftered thewr first home
dofeat at the hands of Burslem on Whit
Moenday, they will be expected to resume
winning  form  again  to-morrow  when
Blyvthe Co'our Works vis't their pleasant
around.  Blythe have been  successful
on'y once away from their own ground.
Teams:—

Knypersiey. T C Mavnard tcapt)y, P Green.
[. Lowe, A Revnolds. E Lowe. W Butler. W
Winsk:il. W Bnoan, D Robinson. A Coover,
Greenwood (H Wi Reserve: W lowe.

Riythe C.W.—W Hurst (capt.), A E Bennett,
A F Moore. G Amison, G Sherwin, A R Davies,
A E Eaton. W Massey. F Barber, A Bevington,
Mayer (G H).

NORTON AT SILVERDALE
Norton, occupying the fourth position
only four points behind the leaders, visit
Silverdale, and will be anxious to improve
on an excellent away record, for they have
won three of their five fixtures on
opponents' grounds  Teams:—

8'lverdale.—-T W Cocks (capt), C F Rushton
R Barratt, A Ward, E Grifiths, H Pomnton, J
Myatt, J Cooke, J Boon, F Stécle, F Vardy.

Norton, ‘W Deak:in tcaptd, A Smith, R B.rch,
J Riead, W Martin, G T Lancaster, F Hodson,
S Welch, G Brch, R J Hallern., § Saath

Stone will be secking their second victory
of the scason when they entertain Crewe
Alexandra, a team which has shown
improved form recently. Teams:—

Crewe Alexandra,--F C Shreeve (capt), H
Tortingtan. J Broad, J Prince. D K rkham, A E
Wacsta'f., S Broad, H Simpson J Barker, J
Hossack, Poate 1A),

OTHER TEAMS

Following are other selected tecams for
to-morrow’'s matches:—

N.8. LEAGUE—Senior “B"

Great Chell. -R Goodwin tcapt), C Clowes, F*'

Wiishaw, F Vodrey, H Averill, J Madelev, W
Warburton. F Waters, J Pedley, W Mould, J
Snape.

Kidserove. -J Colclough (capt.), E Farley,
Jack Beech, T Bollington, C Cotton, W Coaoper,
A Hancock, R Jones. W Knowles, E Millington,
F Morris.

N.8, LEAQGUE—Junlor "A"

Burslem.- E Bailey (caot). N Thornhill. C G
Dexter. W Boardman, A Barker, W Fenton, P
J Kirkham, G Evans E Baker, W Briscoe, B
Hodgkiss

Caverswall.— F Barber (capt), I L. Hadley, A
V 1 Dennit, C Shenton, E Plant, G Abhoit, R
Bradbury, J Utting, J Farmer, T Gott, P Shen-
ton. Reserve, J Hall.

Bivthe O.W.—F Ridge (cant), E Lewis, .
Ridee. H Amison, C Turner, F Clare, A Bettany,
J Bickerton, A Whitehurat, B Hawkihs, A Tavlor.

Crewe _ Alexandra.—Major G R Jackson
{capt.), F Lowndes, H H Owen, G Garrett, J
H Mizddleton, T Hassall, S Hare, S Dawson, J
Harrison, W H Cooke, V G McCandless. )

Knypersley.—J W Hancock, J Heath, W
Lowe, W Lunn F Fuller, J W Bedson, S
f.awton, I. Brereton, H Green, R Cooaper, T
Wallev. Reserves: E ownes and W
Wingrove,

8ilverdale. —J Barnett (capt). J Bloor. P
Bloor., \¥ Brown. E Malkin, Ward, R Hill, A
Bytheway, S Byatt, F Thompson. W' Lowe. '

Norton.— W Cooke (capt), A Edge, C D
H Lowell, D Lunt, 1 Waterfall, Mnuld?n?_‘;
Basnett, R J Smith, L. Stonier, F Sargeant.

Porthill Park.—S M Showan (capt), W C
Washington, G A F Bagguley, R Baldwin, [,
Furnival, J W Brown, E A Oliver, R W Parry
E J Porter, G Price, T B Woolliscroft. :

N.8, LEAGUE—Junior "B "

Great Ghell.—S _Worthington (capt.), R D
Harris, T and, J Boon, L Finney, J Roscoe
R J Davies, F Willlams, L Barber, G Rhodes, J
Hanford. '

Kidsgrove.—E R Dale, R Dakin, E R YN~
ham, W Corfleld, N Dean, G Furze, C BB}(}?IXI’]‘<
cock, F Hadley, F Fryer, R Walnwright, W
Wainwright

S§TONE AND DISTRICT LEAQUE

Division 0,

Mossfield Qolliery.—~A Smith, A Herrod, v
grmkwn}l{eri’da 'I‘gmn.ﬂli’leermdJ J Slunley' N
ryan, ‘dwardas, eers, 3
Redman, ere Seehgiow, L

Jones and Bhufebottom,—H Ha
Gotton. J Sands. J ﬁullerTT Mnyor;(.l.l‘c%?fr}w'uﬁ
o on, ailey, ;
g oo . v Brett, A Huson, p

18

Division 11,

Caverswall..—A E Shenton (capt.). N.Wardle,
J Hall, T Hamnett, A Asling, § E Boden, W
Forrister, A Amison, E Rowley. L. Blackmore,
F Stephens. Reserve, J Bradburn,

Fenton Gas Dept.—J Crofts (capt.), 1. Water-
field. L Penkethman, M Penkethman, N Smith,
S Smith, A Sherratt, H Toft, H Dobell, A Baker.
H Lewis. Reserve, J Tonlass.

Division 111,

Newecastle Wesley.--J Lea (capt.), H Rradley,
J lLeese, A Legge, A Trickett, G Wainwright, G
Dawson, H Jones, G Parsons, J Clay, W Ward
Reserves: A Bradley and A Ward.

Trent 8oclal.—J Taylor (capt), A Che
Royle, C E Stanier, W Shore, W Wilson, 8 it!llnn:]
J Shore, H Stokes, J Jackson, A Underwood. T

C Stanier.
Division 1V,

Mossfield Colliery.—-D Tavior, T Follows, 1.
(C)rglldn.élBClrl\nall.EVi{l Rd"“ﬂl'o{;{ Redman, A
rey, UTrgess, ardy, ey, G
Reserve: T Hardy. Fey. G Heath.
Fenton Qas Dept.—J Pugh ¢ : ;
Forrester, G. Edwards, P Pnlnﬁer. lf‘amlkn ‘}\
Eaton, E Painter, J Emberton, § Pemberton, E
Hindmarsh, E Shaw. Reserve, R Wilson. '

OTHER MATCHES

Burslem “A."—E Dunn icapt.), T

Allman, C_V Davies, T Hulme, B Brnn(?kum[i lx)

Salmon, T Drake, 5. Fox, A Matthews, J

Huinparles =
Great Ohell "A/—Jas Cla :

Eardley, J Machin, Rov Strinm‘;? /\(L?)Ti:{ (;

E{le:l”ﬂ' F HCll,lr;’dop. D Schofleld, H Yeomans, \
ethell, arke. eserves; J iy
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B Doviy, @ Walker, jun., E J Johnson,
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COUNTY CRICKET

—

Staffordshire’s First Match

INTERESTING DUEL WITH
CHESHIRE

By THE CRITIC

FPHE Staffordshire county team opened

the season with an interesting dayv's
cricket at Oxton on Wednesday, in
vrhichh a  slight advantage was gained
against Cheshire. Conditions were cn-
tirely favourable, except for a gusty
wind, W, A, Adams did two good
things as captain; he won the toss and
took first innings, and when Cheshire's
turn came to bat he managed somewhnat
limited bowling resources with good
judgment.

The Staffordshire innings was rather
patehy. First of alf, L. E, Gale and R.
Smith stood the racket of some awkward
fast bowling for half an hour when
Jartley @ Dennis were making the
new ball awing a lot.  Bartley, in par-
ticular, was swinging it either way. And
when Smith was out to a fine, low catch
in the slips, Ikin and Gale weathered
the storm for another half hour. Gale
batted an hLour for 10, and he rendered
valuable service. After his departure
the two junior members of the team,
John Ikin (20) and R. S. Patterson (18),
put on 69 in an hour of skilful batting
before lunch,  The defence of both was
excellent, and while Ikin was the more
furceful, the Walsall player never. ap-
peared in the least difficulty and made
many good strokes. He was expert at
getting shory ones round to ieg. Par-
kinson, ihe ex-Lancashire spin bowler,
Ead no cffect on either batsman, and
Ikin drove him grandly for six, after-
wirds offering a just possible chance at
pid-off, n really hot one which Dennis
could not hold with outstretched hand,
and could not be expected to.

Immediately after lunch Ikin was
cleverly and rather .unluckily stumped
oft a ball well outside his legs, which
he tried to glide. Cyril Clarke and
“Dick"” Plant each made Patterson a
good partner for a short time, but the
former was snapped at the wicket anil
the latter bowled by Bartley’s rather
slower ball that whipped back from the
off, and then followed a complete col-
iapse.  The fifth wicket fell at 148 and
tho 8th at 156. To aggravate the break-
down the last two men were run out,
and I don't think Patterson was to
blame in either case.

Patterson, in his flist innings in county
ericket, greatly impressed by the sound.
ness of Mis game, and the neatness of
his scoring strokes. In a stay of two
hours and a quarter he gave no chance,
and hardly ever failed to middle the
ball.  He is beyond question a young
Latsman of great promise, and showed
later that he is fast in the out-field.
Bartley bowled really well for Cheshire.

The Statfordehire bowling was' used
with diseretion, and the Cheshire bata-
men were r.ever allowed to get on top.
The best stand was one of 52 in 5
minutes by Canevali and Hawkins,
whicli opened up the likelihood of o
stern battle for the first innings leal,
but Swaniey Crump took three wickets
in two overs. to put Staffordshire in (he
ascendant, 8o that Cheshire were 40 runs
behind with the last pale ot the wicket
when stumps were drawn for the day.

Mention muat be made of the remark-
able «obut as wicket-keeper  of Loyl
Lowe, of Ruypersley. Btumping two
and eatehing two batsmen, he conceded
no byes, snd hig stumping of Dennis
cn the leg side was extremely smart wd
o! great value 1o the side.
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AN EXCITING FINISH

Another full and interesting day's
cricket on Thursday, with fuctuating
fortunes and a close finish ended in a
win for Staffordshire by 14 runs.
Cheshire dcclared at the overnight
score to pmt StaHfordshire in at once
after rain showers which delayed the re-
start by half an hour. 'The feature of
the innings was a rather fortunate cHort
by Ikin, who, however, batted finely,
and most of the four chances he gave
were . from hig hits near the boundary.
He hit three sixes and seven fours.
Clarks alsg batted well, hit a six, and
lielped Ikin to add 8 for the four:h
wicket,

Cheshire were left with 215 to get in
rather less than three hours, and lost
three wickets for 72, but Wo stenhohine
and Dutton made an exhilurating anl
courageous attempt to win the matel, hit-
ting 108 in 58 minutes to take the total
ty 180 with only three wickets down. It
lupkvnl almest a certainty jor Cheshire,
with 35 runs required, seven wickets in
hand, and comiortable time left, But
then the Stffordshire team rose to the
oceasion in great style, Tavlor and
Crump bowled with vim and skill, the
ficlding was excellent, and only 20 runs
were added for the rcmuining wickets,
Both Dutton and Wolstenholme left at
180, and the ninth wicket fell at 195,
\E'ilh eight minutes of the extra time left
_}\. McEntyre ran himself out in attempt.
ing a third run for a stroke of his own
which Adams misfielded. The Skipper
recovered well, and with an  accarate
.thruw-in enabled Lowe to put the finisl.
ing touch to a wonderful recovery and a
creditable victory,

Staffordshire (1st Innings): L. E. Gal
b Bartley 10, R. Smith ¢ Canevali b Bnr:
ley 13, J. T. ILkin st Prescott b Dennis 56,
R. 8 Patterson not out 62, C. C. Clarke
¢ Prescott b Dennis 10, R. H. Plant L
Bartley 11, 8. Crump lbw b Bartley e,
L. Lowe b Bartley {'J, W. A, Adams b
Bartley 0, A. Reynolds run out 9, F.
Taylor run out 3; extras 3; total 179, (2nd
Innings): L.. E. Gale b Bartlev 1, R.
Smith b Dennis 9, J. T. Ikin ¢ G. Me.
Entyre b Bartley 86, R. S. Patterson o K.
McEntyre b Dutton 13, C, C. Clarke ¢
Wolstenholme b Dennis 32, R. H. Plant
Ibw b Dennis 0, &, Crump ¢ Prescott b
Dennis 11, L. Lowe b Bartley 9, W. A,
Adams b Bartley 2, A, Reynolds not out
(l):NF. Taylor b Bartley 8, extras 3; total

Cheshire (1st Innings): Dennis st
Lowe b Ikin 19, G. A. McEntyre ¢ Lowe
b Reynolds 17, A. M. WolstenLolme 1
Crump 5, J. D. Canevali Ibw b Reynolds
2, E. H. Hawkins st Lowe b Gale 33,
K H. McEntyre ¢ Lowe b Reynolds 8
Parkinson lbw b Crump 19, J. D. Worth-
ington lbw b Crump 5, R, H. Dutton 1
Crump 0, H. G. Prescott not out 5, Bart.
ley not out 0, extras 4; total (inns,
closed) 139, (2nd Innings) :  Dennis 1bw
b Taylor 21, G. A, McEntyre b Taylor
36, A. M. Wolstenholme o Reyuolds b
Taylor 83, J. D. Canevali ¢ Taylor b
Crump 6, E. H. Hawkins b Crump 4, K,
H. McEntyre run out 10, Parkinson si
Ix\'\ve b Taylor 2, J. D. Worthington ¢
Ikin b Taylor 3, R. H. Dutton b Crump
59, H. G. Prescott b Crump 1, Bartlev
not out 0, extras 5; total 200, '

BOWLING ANALYSIS

StaHordshire (1st inns.): Dennis 220,
—8m.—68r.—2w, Bartley 23.4—5—54—,
Dutton $—2—14—0, Parkinson 10—1—40—
0. (2nd Tuns.): Dennés 19—1—-81—4,
Bartley 21.4—5-37—5, Dutton 3—0—11—1,
Parkinson 8--0—42—0,

Cheshire (Ist Inns.): Revnolds 19--3
—35--3, Taylor 17—4-30-0, Crump 15-2
—38—4, Tkin 5—0—16—1, Gale 6—1—16—1.
(2nd Inng.): Reynolds 8—1-41—0, Tay.
lor 24—4-65 5, Crump  23.2--2—65—4,
Ikin 4—0—g4—9,
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STAFFS. CRICKET

YORKSHIRE II.
FIGHT FOR
RUNS.

TAYLOR'S FINE
BOWLING

208 ALL OUT

Staffordshire made their first home
appearance in this season’s Minor
Counties Championship to-day, when
they opposed Yorkshire II on the

Porthill Park club’s ground.

Both sides included a player new to
county cricket. Staffordshire's latest
recruit, V. T. W. Troman, is the Walsall
all-rounder, and Haigh, for Yorkshire, was
also making his first appearance.

The sun was shining when the game
began, in contrast to the opening day's
play in the Porthill fixture last ycason,
when heavy rain prevented a start being
made in the game against Lancashire II,
until the sccond day.

Yorkshire won the toss and G. A, Wilson
and Watson opened the innings on a
good wicket, and Taylor, the Burslem
rofessional, shared the attack with

roman. .

Wilson scored faster than his Eartner.
but when Watson had registered his first
run in county cricket—he had failed to
score in three previous innings—he
quickly overhauled his partner, 33 runs
coming in the first half-hour.

Crump superceded Taylor, whe was
switched to Troman’s end, and the
Burslem professional saw Crump fail to
hold a sharp chance at first slip.

TAYLOR'S S8UCCESS

Taylor bowled with fine accuracy in his
second spell, and had Wilson lbw in the
second of three successive maiden overs.
Crump also found a good length, conced-
ing only four singles in seven overs,
Watson and Haigh, however, batted
soundly and the former reached 30 by
turning Crump to leg for two.

Crump broke the partnership at 64,
Haigh being bowled by a ball which came
through  quickly. ~ The paucity of
boundaries showed the quality of the
bowling. but Shardlow, losing his length
temporarily, was hit for a four and a six
by Watson.

The left hander passed his half century
and put 90 on the board by straight driving
Taylor to the boundary. At lunch the score
was 104 for 2.

WATSON DISMISSED

In his second over after lunch, Taylor
claimed Watson's wicket with a beautiful
ball, the total then standing at 111,
Watson's invaluable contrif@tion of 63,
included a six and seven fours,

Despite the steady advance of the score,
poth Crump and Taylor were bowling
extremely well, and runs were never easy

to get.

At 137 Beaumont was run out after a
streaky innings for 27. Hamer left with
one run added, caught by Hollowood
fielding close in on the leg side, to Taylor's
powling. Cadman went in the same way
at 144.

Yorkshire's innings closed for 208,
Taylor, who sent down 40 overs, had the
finc figures of seven wickets for 72 runs.

YORKSHIRE II,
A WILSON Ibw b Taylor
b

b Taylor ..
r
ONT run out

AY D Taylor .........
Hollowood b Tayl

TOX

YSHAW | b Grump ..

OL. CHICHESTER-CONSTA

Shardlow b Taylor .....
Extras

00I00O0

Total ..coovvnvennas [TTTTTTITIS

STAFFS. LOSE
BY NINE
WICKETS

FINE EFFORT BY
IKIN

——

STAND WITH
- PATTERSON

Staffordshire faced a difficult task
at Porthill to-day, when, with eight
second innings wickets standing,
they needed 76 to avert an innings
defeat by Yorkshire.

: R. S. Patterson and lkin, whose sound
batting at Oxton last week was largely
responsible for Staffordshire’s success
against Cheshire, were the overnight not
outs.

They resumed their innings this morning
to the bowling of Brayshay and Cawthray.
Brayshay worked up a good pace in his
opening overs, and Ikin was tempted to
touch one ball which flew off his bat to
give Cawthray a difficult chance in the
slips. The fleldsman got his hands to the
ball, but failed to hold it.

Both batsmen displayed a good range
of strokes, lkin scoring at a faster pace
than his partner, Two successive
boundaries off Brayshay, both on the leg
side, put 70 on the board, with the result
that Hampshire and Cadman took over
the attack. Runs, however, continued to
come steadily, lkin scoring well on the
leg side. He stepped out to drive Cadman
for four, reaching his 40 off the next ball.

Patterson began hitting fours, and,
despite frequent bowling changes, the
partnership was unbroken when the
century was hoisted.

PATTERSON CAUGHT

Ikin reached his 50 with a square cut
to the boundary off Wilson, but in the next
over Patterson was caught in the slips off
Brayshay, after sharing in a courageous
stand of 79. His own contribution of 26
to ¢he total of 118 included a five, two
fcurs and a three.

With only two runs short of the total
necessary for Yorkshire to bat again, Ikin
left Lb.w., to Wilson for a brilliant 51,
after having defled the Yorkshire attack
for an hour and 20 minutes. Seven fours,
one three and four twos were his chief
scoring strokes,

A single from Reg. Halton equalled the
Yorkshire score, and, with the wicket,
apparently, breaking up, the bowlers had
taken command of the game,

In view of Staffordshire's low total in
their first innings, they had pulled the
iggtround well in averting the innings

Halton and Crump added 27 for th
sixth wicket, Halton falling to a ¢
catch at the wicket, ¢ brilliant

20

Crump offered stubborn resistance, but
the latter batsmen were disposed of
cheaply. Staffordshire's innings closed at
171. leaving Yorkshire to get 50 for
victory. At lunch, they had scored 11
without loss.

G. A. Wilson and Watson appeared
capable of knocking up the necessary runs,
but at 39 Watson was lbw to Crump.

Haigh stayed with Wilson to take the
score to 51, Yorkshire II. winning by nine
wickets. . :

YORKSHIRE I,

First Innings: 208

Second Innings

G A WILSON not out .
WATSON lbw b Crump
HAIGH neot out

Extras .....oeeee
Total (for 1 wkt) ......... 81
STAFFORDSHIRE

A B HOLLOWOOD b Hampshir a7

R SMITH b Cawthray .... 12

IKIN st Crick b s

R 8 PATTERSON o Orick h O 13

V T TROMAN o Hail [

R HALTON ¢ Oric 7

CRUMP run_out .... 2

L LOWE b lrl‘-mv ]

\‘V.A ADAMS o Beaument b Oadman ... g

TAYL t 1

Extras .coooneeee [
THAL soiiswiniiinics 88
Second Innings

A B HOLLOWOOD b Oawthray ......... 13

R SMITH b Oawthray .... 22

IKIN Ibw b Wilsen .... . 8%

RS PATTERSON ¢ Caw 28

V T TROMAN b Brayshay 8

REQ HALTON o Orick b Brayshay 20

CRUMP net out ....... 20

W A ADAMS b Br o

L LOWE run out . 2

8 SHARDLOW h Oa °

TAYLOR st Crick b Cadma o

Extras ........... e
Total wevvrrvrereerenanas T
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Yorkshire 11.—First Innings
R.
1.
88 ... a
18 .., o
23 . 0
KIN coecorens  one . .. 31 .9
Yeorkshire 11.—8ecend Innings
0. M. R. w
Tayler .... v 8 e 3 ... 22 ... 0o
Orump . o T2 1 L2 g
Stafferdshire—First Innings

Brayshay 12' 'y n w,

Oawtnray mntle i d o 31 . 2

Hampehire B e v .. 18 .. g

Oadman . 1 .. 19 . g

Stafterdshir nd Innings
M.

Hampshire 2 .. ',"5 w.
awthray 2 .. 33 09
rayshay 2 .. a4 ' 2

Oadman 2 .. ag ' ¢

Hamer . 10 a3

Wilsen ... 2 ... a8 . ?
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'N.S. CRICKET LEAGUE

LONGTON FAIL

IN THRILLING

| VICTORY BID

'ONE RUN BEHIND AFTER RACE
| AGAINST TIME

4

STONE BOWLER’S

<+
2 g

NOTABLE FEAT

The outstanding feature of the
North Staffordshire Cricket League
i matches on Saturday was the
| thrilling, but unsuccessful bid by
Longton to beat the clock and
{ surpass Porthill Park's big total of
| 213,

There was tense excitement during the
{last over, but time was called with
Longton one run behind and four wickets
in hund. G. Pedley pluyed a brilliant
Linnings of 104 for Longton,

Another drawn game was at Nantwich,
where over 450 runs were scored,  Leck
I declared at 256 for nine, H. Birch scoring
182, and Nantwich replied with 200 for
three, ‘I, W. Steventon failing by seven
runs to rcach his century.

The contrast was at Stone, where only
117 runs were scored. Stone could only
"muster 62, but Crewe lost by scven runs
due to some brilliant bowling by B.
Shardlow, who had scven wickets for 28
runs including four wickets in five balls.

Burslem maintained their position at the
top of the table by defeating Caverswall,
and easy victories were rccorded by
Knypersiey and Norton.

| NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE & DISTRICT
LEAGUE

Senior Division—Section “A”
NANTWICH v. LEEK
Leek.—L H Crump ¢ T W Steventon b May-
bury 22, E Dale st Burton b E H Steventon 0, E
Broderick ran out 34, Reg Halton ¢ Waystaife
b E H Steventon 17, A Threltall ¢ Bull b May-
bury 15, Ron Halton lbw b Maybury 17, H
Birch ¢ T W Steventon b Sproston H2, P
Harrison ¢ Burton b Maybury 9, C Bonsall b
Maybury 15, W R Rider not out 11, E Hordern
not out 21 extras 9; total (for 9 wkts, dec)
PRRA / T Maybury five for ni.
Nantwich.—Fox (W V) Ibhw b Birch 11, T W
Steventon ¢ Broderick b Hordern 43, J FE Smith
¢ Broderick b Reg Halton 37, GG Bull not out
37, R J Rothwell not out 11, extras 11; total
| tfor 3 wkt. oo
SILVERDALE v. NORTON
i rdalg.— T W Cocks run out 18, 1 Barratt
lhg‘lllv)e\\?oloh 1, J Bloor ¢ Martin ¢ Hordern 4,
1 Myatt b Welch 7. R Ward b Welch o, ¢ F
Rushton b Welch 9, A Ward b Welch 0, H
Pommton b Hodson 7, J Cooke ¢ lLancaster b
Welch 5 J Boon Ibw b Hodson 6, F Vardy not
out 0., extras 8; total 70. Welch six for 27.
Norton.—R Birch ¢ Cooke b Boon »7, G T
Lancaster ¢ Myatt b Vardy 10, G Bunch b
Vardy !4, Smuth (A) b Boon 41, § Smuth not
out 20, R J Hailen b Boon 7. J Rhead not out
7, extras 11; total (for 5 wkts) 177.

CAVERSWALL v. BURSLEM

all,—Smith (R) run out 55, J W §
Bcg\i‘:fr(sv}’l?w R Hollowood 4, D Harper ¢
Hxﬁnnmax' b Tavlor 6, J _H r'l;ms(lnle ¢ Meigh b
Taylor 0. A Buckley b G Wardle 1. A P}(-l\':n(l
¢ and b Tavlor 17, A Massey lbw ‘T.'u‘lm S50 1 H
Whallev b Taylor 0. J U|t:m." b ' Batiey 20, A
v J Dennis Ibw Taylor o, J Ffuhmm'_nm out 4,
extras 4 total 120 Tavlor () six for 24,

Burslem,—T Johnson b A Massey 6, A Meiuh
e Ragsdale b Tabinor 4, J Fenton Ibw b Pickard
ih A Birch b A Massey 2, A B Hollowood b D
tiarper 51, T Hollowood b A Pickard 0, ' Bailey
Ihw b Massey 4, (: Wardle not out 29, extras 8;
total (for 7 wkts) 126.
PORTHILL PARK v. LONGTON

,—A A Bickerton ¢ Broadhwst b
pp’:)'l’:\alh:%l,l J Bentley ¢ Dennis b Pavne 57, J 1
ikin ¢ Edge b Webhberley 14, J S Heath lbw b
Pedley ol. H F Wood |bw b Broadhurst 3. K
Gleaves riun out 3, N'W White st Edce b Pedley
13, R Hammond ¢ Plant b Pecdley ¢n, H Thorn-
hill st Edge b Broadhurst 3. H G Castles h
Payne 37. D L. White not out 6. extras 2; total
2 G Pedley four for 50.

213

Longton.—G Pedley run out Uw, G B FEdge
h Gleaves 39, E D Dennis ¢ tHammond b
Gleaves 4, R H Plant run out 0, A J Chadwick
b Ikin 18, W Bourne ¢ Hammond b Gleaves 2.
G Broadhurst not out 27, E Payne not out 11,
total (for 6 wkts) 212. K Gleaves

37,

extras 7,
three for

KNYPERSLEY v. BLYTHE COLOUR WORKS

Knypersley, - Greenwood (H W) Ibw b Moore
2. L, Lowe ¢ Massey b Mayer 2, W Boon h Mayer
17. A Coopner b Moore 6, E Lowe b Moore <.
P Green b Massey 2%, A Reynolds b Moore 0,
W W:nskill b Mayer 5. W Butler st Barber b
Mayer 18, T C Maynard run out J. D Robinson
not out o, extras 2; total 109. G I Mayer four
for 42, Moore four for 11,

Blythe C.W.— Maver ((; I b Green 15, @
Sherwin b Nosy v, G Anuson b Boon 1, A
Bevington ¢ Lowe b Reyvnolds 1, W Hirst ¢ Boon
b Reynolds o, F Barber b Butler 1o, I Faton
¢ Greenwonod b Green 2, W Mastey h Green o,
A Hennett not out 17, A Moore b Butler 4, It
Davies thw b Butler 0, extras 4; total 6 P
Green thiee for 4, W Butler three for 6o

STONE v. CREWE ALEXANDRA

Stone.—E Ravenscroft ¢ Simpson b Hossack
9, R W Harris Ilbw (n) b Hossack 0, Hancock
(H) ¢ Tortington b Barker 0,.J A I, Wenger run
out 5, H H Wood ¢ Wapstaffe b_Barker 7, ] E
U Toney b Barker 0, A Jervia ¢ Poate b Rarker
9, B Prexton b Barker 1, B Shardlow ¢ Paste b
Hossack 4, R F Reader ¢ Prince b Poate 12, G
W Hammersley not out 12, extras 3; total s2.
J Barker five for 23, .1 Hossack three far 10

Crewe, —Poate (A) b Shardlow 1, R Kirkham
¢ and b Shardlow 2, J Prince ¢ and b Hancock
3, H Tortington b Hancock 6. J Broad b Reader
4, F C Shreeve st Jervis b Shaidlow 5, 1
Simpson st Jervis b Shardlow 0, A E Wacstafle
¢ Wond h Shardlow 0. S Broad ¢ Wood b
Shardlow 0. J Hossack ¢ Reader b Shardlow zn,
J Barker not out 1, extras 4; total 55 B
Shardlow seven far 28,

Senior Division—Section *B "

FENTON v. ASHCOMBE PARK
Ashcombhe Park.—T Sutton 7, S Alcack 0, N
H Turner 4, J Alcock 2, J Proffitt 2, D Turner
0, D Rane 18, T Alcock 8, R Mellor 8. B Alcock
12, O Brassington not out 1, extras 9; total 71.

S Degg six for 32; W White four for 30.
Fenton.—J Booth 0, W White 21, A White 9,
S Degy 9, H Wainwright 8, W B Leese 11, Rev,
J Wallace 0, G F W Wain o, T Mann 5, P
McArdle not out 7, A Scarratt 1, extras 2;
!n'nlo7.s. J Proftitt four for 36; B Alcock six

for 1
HARTSHILL v. GREAT CHELL

QGreat Chell.—R Goadwin 8, C Clowes 11 H
Avertll 17, Mareley n, P Water 0, \V
Warhurton 0, W. Mould 0, ¥ Vaodrey 0, J Pedley
&, 1 Wilshaw not out 0, J Snape 0, extras 7;
total 55. E Binns seven for 25

Hartshill, —J. C Martin 9, A Deaville 50, ¢
Bates 23, W ‘Tunnicliffe 5, F Hulme 24, W Kihs
2, Turner 0, H Robinson 2, \V Bailes 0, K
Binns not out 1, W Johnson 10, extras 10; total
136, W Mould three for 29; C Clowes three

for nine,
AUDLEY v, CHEADLE

Gheadle, A llarris V4, ¢ Chandler 4, 1B
Whitehurst 21, F Whitehuist 40, A Myatt 2n, A
Chandler 1, li Capewell 0, W Brough 2,
Thorley 0. T Crook not out 3, W Carr 2, extras
6; total 118. M Tapley four for 24,

Audley, J Hancock 0, H Fryer 14, R Dale
50; 1, McElln not out 43, N White 15, (' Fryer
not out 0, extras 4; totnl (for 4 wkts) 126,

KIDSGROVE v. ALBAGERS BANK

Alsagers Bank.—H Tea 0, I Downing s, R
Downing 38, E Jones H, H Swmnall 1. W Beech

1, L Jones %9, W Allison 6, H Green 4,

Farnell 11, L Sumnall not out 1, extras 10;

total 121, R Jones seven for 34.
Kidsgrova, — F Morris 7, E  Farley 49, F

Mxlllngtcm 48, C Cotton not out 19, .1 Colclough
1. R Jones not out 2, extras 7; total (for 4
wkis) 152
CHEDDLETON M.H. v. WHITCHURCH

Whitchuroh,.—C Coffin 11, I, Noitgn 14, H
Smith 5, J Lennon 12, R Smith o7, S Jackson
19, J Parsonage 7, K Slater 0, Il Capewe!l not
out 11, Knott 2. Beckett 0, extras 9; tota] 12,

Cheddleton M.H.— ' Bailey °n, M Eive (0, R
K Shaw O R Vine 15 I Kirkbam 14, R
Arrowsmith R A Garner o5, A Maddison 5, F
Hamnett not out 1n. F Cutts not ont 2o, extras
10; total (for 8 Wikts) 174 R Smath live for 47
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SNEYD COLLIERY v, BI

Bignall End. A Ikin .'.".,Gl?A\liLl'IEw“D' \
Beech 0.8 Whatley 14,1 1K 5 1) ey, 1o
Harrison 26, H Muayer not out 1o A e ;'~('
10, € Lovatt 0. A Contes o, extrag’ a5 qora) oot
A Droadbent four for so; p Owen ﬁ'uu' }I ”-‘
. 8noyd Colliery.—- S Dawson 4. A Wmv)'t"'/l i
Shaw 0, R Hickman 17, E Heaton 12, A et
bent 5, F Mayer 9, A Houltan 11, ¢
Millward not out 0, F Curwen 2, extras f: tot;
73. A Coates five for 24; H Mayer thiee r'nr“'zl'lul

Junior Division—Section * A

Nantwieh 1168 (B T Dutton 47, S W

4% E Haywaid four for 101, Leek f2 S

n't(umr m: fur"?;,'». }' wm- four for 15
yperslay | Bedson 27, §

E, '(: %x&rcfr !nurr{n_rr R ,” D, (l,‘,::,“,!;":‘

ythe O.W. 123 (C Turner 42, I, R W
we six for 31, W Lunn four for 1::5": ow

A

Coopey
W

ni cpalveasw:lll 491‘(T'Gnt'th28. ECBakc[-)r five for
ne), Burslem 148 for three (C G 5
N Thornhill 42*, W Boardman 20°). exter 33.
. Crewe 227 for six deo. (H H Owen 66. G
Garnett 40. G W Cooke 51, J Middleton 28),
Stone f8 (S Dawson three for 13).

Porthill 88 (G Price 23, T B Wooltscroft 24,

R Ash five for 36), Longton 134
Hodson 34 J Hulse 42‘».“ fok alx 1A
Norton 142 (T Mould 42, [. Stonier 33, E

Malkin three for 24), 8llverdale 125 (A Bythe-
way 45, L Stonier five for 41. G Basnett five
for 37).

Junior Division—Section * B "

Kidsgrove 82 (R Wainwright 31, F Harding
four for 21, B Brown five for 25), §cot Hay 4\
(W Wainwright eight for 12),

Betloy 72 (R Ikin 20, F Grifliths three for 26
H Rhodes four for 12), Audley 43 (W Chell six

tor 25,

Cheddleton 87 (J Bolsover 21, H Phillips
seven for U8), Mndela% 104 (A Beech 19, A
Bloor 26, H Gledhill five for 33, R Sutiffe

three for 1),

Fonton 68 (F K Alcock six for 28, F Cor.
bishiey thice for 17), Ashcomhe Park 123 (W
Forrester 45, J S Rane 24, G Bunting 24, J
Sutton, scrE\. four L{oa g{) '

Bignall End 69 ( ibbons 23*, H Higgins
for 16), Sneyd Colliery 105 for six (S“gWonr:ﬁg;
¢3. F Dunn 21*, H Mayver four for 24), ;

Great Chell 136 (R Davies 26, D Harris 51, ¢

Bentley three for 25, N Bates four for |5,
Hartshill 81 (T Mullineax 20, F Williams six for
a1

BLYTHE BRIDGE AND UTTOXETER
LEAGUE

Division 1.

Oakamoor 62 (A Wardle 23, J Sinclair ejghy
for 321, 8tallington 92 for seven (W Maddock
45°. (" Thorley 20, A Wardle five for 19).

Leigh 59 (5 Hollins 22%, C Brookes four fo
51, Fenton Ams, 60 (W Upton 20, A Wrigny
seven for 11
Kingzsley 41 (D Mosley 20. D Tate seven for
14). Wardle and Davennort's 48 for six (g
Bettany four for 15).

Rocoster 98 (J Heathcote 24, E Burton 27, w
F Atkins 21. J Beardmore four for 47), Chca.dle
59 (E Burton seven for 37, W E Atkits 3 for 14)

Tean 59 (G Brain 35. A Hannaby five for o4
H Hannaby three for 19), Florence 40 (G Brain

cight for 19). )
Division 11,

Portland Works 84 (W Walters four for 23.
Alton 24 (W llassell five for 9, T Grainger f'm“:

for 11
Ipstones 46 (P Alcock 25, C Kent s 1
Tean 66 for three (G Johnson 22°, X [(}\llt“ol-‘k'

three for 25).
Stallington 16 (H Walmsey seven for sy, g;
T. and A. Wardles 33 for seven (H Mmﬂ('n\.;

for 7)
o SCOT HAY LEAGUE

Leycelt 52 . T Whithy five for 23, ¥ Ma A
five Tor 23) Wrinehill' 67 (A°Badiock fen (ks
200,

8cot Hay 71 (H Thompson 22, R
six rm'é.:n. {fll?ruc)lzlt;)hm;:k lt}h\‘ele for lm?{\;,;:n:u
63 (R Brocklebank 30. oulton fo iy 4
Thompson tgreg ((c;)x qur: ol for 8, |y

Halmerend 8 ohnson 24, A B
for 13)  Alsagers Bank 78 (A B|0L2°‘n‘§"°°
Richardson 23. J Johnson six for 24) - J

OTHER MATCHES

Cannock and Rugeley Colliery 73 (J :
seven for 28): Uttoxeter 38 (H l{ar\'ov .ux r%?mn
Trentham 114 (F Watkin 42, H King s x [a;
Crewe P.M. 126 for two (R Pedry g0y OF
Crewe PW. Il 118 (J Barreltl oa, g I
Mavshall four for 26)5 Trentham |1, gg W\ ;
Bianchard, oo‘.AJ lGarrelt four for 2y) E
Alsager 53 ! €ese six for 26, J B
four for 24); Michelin 98 for six (E l,illl]\calx(ll]h.?-”:e
Checkley 144 for nine dec. ((; Beaman ~)1)
Canning Pottery 30 (G Meredith three for ¢ )}

Beaman fr)\u'I furI 7) 6. G
Johnson Fireclay 61 (W Pattinson for

111. Whiston 91 (L, Hurlstone fiv r o for

Bennmion four (or 16) e for 1y, W
Empire Porcelain 71 (T Phillips 21°, 4 Tot

<on three for 17): J, and G, Mea John.

(A Millward 31, T Houlston 26) Ins 88 for ning
N Great rchell( AN c“ (B’;ckon four ftor
Ncewnes four for 7); Crewe
tYeomans five for 8) achine 8hop
Goldenhill Wesleyans 50 (P Edwards
24, F Silvester five for 10); Crewa We
139 (P Latham 22, S Trueman 23, A Price Py
Lawton 103 (E Harper 37); Burslem G 311
for seven (S Fox 46, B Brock 63, W Tickie (03?

19,
I 5y

Ave for
dzwoogd

for a1
Rode Park 57 (J L Durbar four for 21); W
Lane 3% (J Mottram four for 17), F Low ood
for 1) ! Lowe four
QOakamoor 94 (Shipley 24, Perring o-e
Helliwell four for 39, Lenty three (o1 12, R;,"s.

Royce 133 for seven (Storer ou)
gwynnarton 87 (Taylor 27, G C Tiy four ¢
2310 Whitmore and Newcastle 91 for ggy, g
Beech 31, C Spencer 24, G Salmon 23°) ru

gwynnerton 1. 182 (W Reece 34, (* Eccl
a0, 11 Bailey five for 361: Keela 105 for sl
[.awton 30, P Jackson 23, J Clover 2ae) our (F



Starrorsuie Povertiser: Serurpay 18 Juwe 1938 - |

COUNTY -CRICKET

STAFFORDSHIRE v.
YORKSHIRE 1I.

A Bad Wicket and Its
Consequences

WINNING THE TOSS WINS
THE MATCH

By THE CRITIO

The curions ill.fortune of winning the
toss when it doesn’t matter, and losing
it when it is vital, scems to eling to Stid.
fordshire. In the opening mateh at
Oxton, W. A, Adams won the toss, but
so far as 1 could deteat, it made no
ditference, for the wicket wns o good
one, and it was playing as well at the
finish as it did nt the start. At Por®
hill on Monday W. A. Adams lost the
toss, and with it the mateh, for the
wicket, never too good, wore 6o badly in
the course of a few hours that batting
ou it after ten was mostly a gamble. As
I shall show, I think, Staffordshire
ought to have had the use of it a good
deal sooner than they did, and there-
fore aggravated their difficulties, but in
any case, granted reasonable equality
between the teams, the side batting last
wias bound to lose on such a piteh,
That, of course, is equivalent to saying
that the wicket was not fit to play county
cricket on, and that is the fact, however
unplensant it may be to say so. Iy
ghould be possible to prepare o wicket
which in fine weather will give the two
sides a fair field and no favours, If it
is not poxsible it is not fit for coumty
cricket, and it i3 no use blinking the
fact.

In this case four hours' play spoilt
the pitch,  Saffordshire had only been
batting a short time when a good length,
fust ball reared abruptly to hit Smith a
painful, and even a dangerous blow over
the heart, Later Halton was also tem-
porarily knocked out in the same way,
and later again Lowe raised his bat to
aave his body and received o severe rap
on the ingers which eaused him to drop
the bat in pain,  The spectators shouted
angrily at the bowler, Hampshire, but
it was not his fault. He way bowling a
pood Tength.  The fault was entirely in
the state of the wleket.

INDIFFERENT FIELDING

Whereas the fielding of the team had
been good against Cheshire, there were
carly mistakes when Yorks. took first
innings, which were expensive. Wat=on,
o voung lefthand bat playing in his
third mateh for Yorks, 1L, opened the
batting with G. A. Wilson. Watson had
played three innings and failed to score
a run, and he should have added a
fourth cypher, for Taylor let a chance
escape him off Troman in the slips
before the left-hander had scored. A
little later Wilson offered Crump a slip
chance off Taylor, and he also was let
off. In this case it did not matter so
much as the amateur was =soon lbw to
Taslor, and the same applies to a chance
hv'H.u'u:h to Shardlow ab short leg, also
offt Taylor, but these lapses do make n
difference even if the batsmen do not
make a very long stay. When Ikin was
brought on with two wickets down for
96, Beaumont gave a palpable chance of
gtumping off his first ball. Had these
various  chianeces been acceepted Yorks,
would not have batted until tea time
and put up a score of over 200, nnd the
tremendous handicap Staffordshire were
under when they batted would have been
rather less pronounced.

REMARKABLY STEADY BOWLING

Yorks, 1. batted 3hrs. 55mins.,, and
Tayvior bowled for the whole of that time
with the exception of gix overs sent
down by Shardlow. He kept the visiting
professionals  playing, as did Stanley

Crump, by nuintaining a remarkably
steady length and bowling throughout
with vim as well as nccuracy. How well
he stood the strain is shown by the fact
that his last five overs and one ball pro-
duced two wickets and only one scoring
stroke, and that a fluky four through
tire slips, Crump in his first spell bowled
16 overs for 16 runs and a wicket, and
he enjoyed no luck all through his 35
overs. Troman, who opened with Tay-
lor, bowled at n good phwce (later in the
day he would have been extremely awk.
ward), and should have had the tonic of
an early wicket, which also applies to
Ikin, but neither he nor Shardlow could
keep n good length. Anyhow, it was not
their wicket.

The best batting was that of Watson,
who stayed two hours and hit a six and
seven fours, but Beaumont and Cawthray
also shaped well. When six wickets Lad
fallen for 144 Crick and Hampshire
scored some valuable runs, but the for.
mer made many lucky strokes.

STAFFORDSHIRE BATSMEN IN THE
TOILS

After the roller the pitch was not too
venomous for a short time, and Hollo-
wood and Smith scored 30 in half.an.
hour by bright cricket. llollowood was
sccond out at 48, and batted well for his
runs, He was bowled by Hampshire's
first ball, and when Cadiman, a slow,
left-arm bowler who {s well thought of
in Yorkshire and was playing his first
Minor Counties gamne, was put on, Ikin
jumped in to drive his first ball and
was easlly stumped. Patterson stayed
three-quarters of an  hour, and was
caught ot the wicket off the spin bowler,
Thero was scarcely any further re.
sistance, Crump Dbeing run out when
Patterson called for a fourth run for a
late cut of his own. The Walsall youth
was running to the danger end, and he
made good, but Crick threw the wicket
down at the other end. Crump could
certainly have made the run if he had
realized the danger. The Captain had
good intentions, but failed to clear the
boundary with a drive, and was neatly
caught. ~ Another mix.up cost Shardlow
his wicket, and thus two wickets that
oould 111 be spared were thrown away.

Staflordshire had to follow on 122 be-
hind, and in the last hall hour of a
disastrous day lost the wickets of Hollo-
wood and Smith, both of whom were
again batting well. So, with eight wickets
in hand, the home county required 76
runs to avoid an innings defeat.

THE INEVITABLE END

Staffordshire did better than was ex-
pected on Tuesday by setting their op-
onents 50 runs to get to win, but the
lnnvltnb]o end was reached enrly in the
ufternoon, when Yorkshire II. won by
nine wickets,  The lmproved position
was largely due to another value part-
nership by Ikin and Patterson, who in
tho first hour added 72, making 79 alto-
gether for the ’mmmrnhlp. bhoforo the
voung Walsall player was eaught in the
gully from a hard eut. Had it not gone
straight to the fielder it would have
been regarded as a good stroke, but the
fault was that he did not keep it down,
probably because the ball did not come
off the pitch quite as he expected. Pat-
térson gave one chance at 14, low down
at silly mid-off, but otherwise played all
the bowling skilfully.

For a time Ikin had most of the bowl-
ing and was anuch the quicker scorer.
He also had an early escape, but the
chance, low down at point, was an ex-
tremely difficult one,  Ile batted alto-
gether an hour and 20 minutes, and
hia hits included soven fours, all excel.
lent shots. They were anainly hard, low
drives and leg hits, v was out almost
direetly aftor Patterson, being leg before
to a ball from the fast bowler. In view
of the conditions, and the speed bowling
ngainst him, his was an innings of mueh
merit, ana was his third half-century in
four innings,

\'\‘ ith this partnership broken, Stafford.
shire again hud o bud time, Brayshay
had ﬁ)ﬁr wickets In elght overs for 18

tuns. Reg. Halton got to 20 before being
caught from a bumping ball by the
wicket keeper standing back, and tlie
Sthifordshire captain earned the wun.
wanted “pair of spoctacles,” but was en.
titlel to sympathy, for the ball that
howled him was a lightning  shooter.
Troman had previously been bowled by
one that just took the bails. Crump and
Lowe shaped well until hesitation in
starting for a run cost the latter his
wicket, and the end came in a hurry.
Crump was batting confidently, and it
]W.:IS a pity there was no one to stay with
vim.

It only took the visitors 40 minutes
to score the required runs for the loss
of one wicket, One wondered why the
pitech was not quite so vicious as on
Monday afternoon. Probably it was the
dew of early morning and the heavy
roller that tamed it just a little. Scores
and analysis :—

YORKSHIRE 1l.—1st Innings

(1. A. Wilson Ibw b Taylor
Watson b Tavlor ...
Haigh b Crump
Beaumont run out
Hamer ¢ Hollowood b Taylor
Cawthray b Tayvlor
Cadman” e Hollowood b Taylor ... §
trick b Taylor v
Hampshire not ont ...
P, Brayshay Ibw b Crump ...
Col, R C C-Constable ¢ Shardlow
b Taylor

Total ..., 208

2nd Innings
G. A, Wilson not out
Watson [bw b Crump
Haigh not out

Total (1 wkt,)

STAFFORDSHIRE.—1st Innings

A, B. Hollowood b Hampshire
R. Smith b Cawthray
J. 1. Ikin st Crick Cadman 8
n. S Patterson ¢ Crick b Cadman 13
V. T. Troman ¢ Haigh b Hampshire
. Halton ¢ Crick b Brayshay
S, Crump run out ...
I.. Lowe Brayshay

. A. Adams ¢ Beaumo

adiman
B. Shardlow run out i
1% Tayxlor not out
Extras

|

2nd Innings

A. B, Hollowood b Cawthray ..
I, Smith b Cawthray ... N
J. T. Ikin 1bw b Wilson
R 8 Patterson ¢ Cawthray
BIUAY  seiiiiensens pmmmmarsnes
V. T. 'roman b Braysl
It, Halton ¢ Crick b Bray
2. Crump not out y
I, Lowe run out ...
W. A, Adams b Brays
3, Shardlow b Cadman .
F. Taylor st Crick b Cadman

Z8a

Total 1

];-nooooasgoag

J
-

BOWLING

Yorks.—-1st Inns. : Taylor 40.2—13—
7; Troman §—0-—18—0; Crump 35—5117—25—6
3—_2_,0 :hug(lluw 6—0—283—0; Ikin 7-1
1—0. nd Inns.: Taylo ~1—
Crumyp 7,2_1_21_“1. Taylor 8—3—22 9,

Staffs.—1st Inns.: Brayshay 13—
2; Qawthray 9~—1—~24—1;yllm7n shire %2—3
—16—2; Cadman 6.5—1-19—3, {’.nd Inng, ;
}{mn_nshlre 9—2—25—0; Cawthray 11—
E—Z_,aslim:\'shny 16—2—40—4; Cadman 19
2—3— 1.2, Hamer 5—1—-14—0; Wilson 9—



NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE

CRICKET

LEAGUE

Great Game at Porthill

SHARDLOW WINS VITAL POINTS
FOR STONE |

By THE CRITIO

IPHERE was plenty of entertaining
cricket in the league on Suturday,
vut T am afrald the number of apectators
who witnessed it would Dbe severely
limited by the unseasonable coldness of
the weatlier, At the Knypersley mateh,
which 1 attended, the cold wind was
most trying, and one wos a little sur.
prised that a falr number of supporters
had the hardihood not only to pay for
wdiission, but to stay to see their team
win. They defeated Blythe Works with.
out great difficulty, and muintained a
ligh position in the table. On the other
hand the result left the Works in rather
o serious plight. The visit of Stone to
Cresawell to-day is of great importance
{o both clubg, for the smart victory of
the Stone players over Crewe Alexandra
put them on level terms at the bottom
of the chart.

At Porthill, Longten, in a splendid
game, just failed to overtako the home
team’s big score in time, and the match
wae drawn, as was that between Nant-
wich and Leek at the Cheshire town.
These two games produced 877 runs for
the. luss of 28 wickets, or an average of
over 31 runs per wicket, which is a con.
trast to the cricket at Stone, where 20
wickeis fell for 117, or an average per
wicket of just under six. _ The third
century of the season in league matches
was scored by George Pedley, for Long-
ton, so two of the three stand to the
credit of Longton players, and there
would probably have been a third had
not R. H. Plant declared at Crewe with
his own score at 93,

Qilverdale, at home to Norton, again
cut up badly and sutered their fourth
defeat in eight days, but Buralam, get.
ting the bptter of Caverswall after a
struggle on their opponents’ ground, ob-
tained their fourth victory in the same
shiort period and theie fifth in succes.
sion, $o increase thele lead to four points,
with Norton displacing Nantwich as
yunners-up.

RESULTS IN BRIEF<

Teek 252 for 9, dec.: Nantwich 200 for 3.

Porthill 2.5; Longton 212 for 6.

gjlverdale 70; Norton 177 for 5.

Sionc 62; Crewe Alex, 55.

Knypersiey 109; Blythe Works 66.

Caverswall 120; Burslem 126 for 7.

LEAGUE TABLE

P. W.

=
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Tlurelem
Norton
Knypersley
Nantwich
Caverswall
Teek . ;
T.ongton
Crewe Alex.
Portlull .
Siiverdale
Blyiine Works
SIONC e

THE MALL MARK OF CLAS8S

T. ¢, Maynard won the toss at Kny-
persley, and took first innings, Green-
woud and Levi Lowe opened to the bowl.
ing of W. Massey and Mayer. It was a
tad wicket, and it was o merey that it
was soft, Both ends have Leen re-laid and
the new turfs have not had time to kuit
spfﬂuonﬂy 1o make a perfect surfnce,
and will probably not do o this season.
No doubt it will be kept soft for matehes,
for if 1t were hard it would be dangerous.
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On the whole it played better than 1
expected. A few balls reared awkwardly,
but generally speaking the ball had n
tendency o keep low, aud even to shoot.
It was a slow and treacherous wicket.
and-must have been a trial to Greenwood
after playing for Northants the preceding
three days. But the batting of the Kny.
persley professional had the stamp of
class.  His watehifulness, his timing on
the uncertain wicket, and his footwork
were just what one expected from a
first-class bat. I found myself wishing
Yie were qualified for Staffs. instead of
Morthunts, .

Mayer often turned his off-spinner n
couple of fect, but it turned slowly. If
it had turned half as much but quicker
it would have tested even Greenwood.
As it was the batsman only went to it
when he could safely smother the break,
and went right back to watch it when
he could not. *

George Mayer did what T have not seen
him do before—varied his off-breaks
with an away swinger. If he could have
bhowled this at the off-stump, it would
have been a highly dangerous ball, but
Tie was rather wide with it and Green-
wood, quickly detecting it, left it severely
alone; except once, when Mayer pitched
it ncar enough to the off-stump, and
well up, to make the batsman play it
1t went away appreciably, and Green-
wood got & luckys four off the edge
through the slips, He was ot the wicket
i3 minutes, and scored 32, and his cor.
reet and skilful batting under unfavour
alle conditions was sufficlently engross.
ing to make one almost forget that it
wie old enough for December. Only
that once did he fail to play the ball in
the middle of the bat, or, in spite of
its varying pace and height off the piteh,
to kecp it on the ground.

It was A. Moore who got his wicket.
Tt was the only ball T saw the slow
vowler turn from the off. e had been
bowling straight and a good length, and
yerhaps doing just a shade from the leg
occasionally. 80 when one whipped
hack the width of the wicket from the
off, Greenwond was obviously tnken by
surprise, and was leg-before, fourth out
at 60. He had not attempted much in
the way of hitting, but when A. R
Davies, put on for the first change in
Place of Massey, favoured him with {wo
short ones in his first over, they were
both hooked powerfully to the boundary.
THE BEST STAND OF THE MATUM

To go back to the beginnln?, Lowe
left at 10, getting under the ball in try.
ing a leg hit off Mayer and skying it to
fine leg. It was une of the worst halls
Mayer sent down. Then W. Boon ket
Greenwood company for 38 minutes and
added 38, which proved the most pro-
ductive partnership In the match, He
batted well, with more restraint than one
usually assoclates with him, and his 17
comprised several good shots besides
some resoutce in defence. He fell {o one
of Mnyer's off-spinners that kepd rathor
fow, and he edged 1t only to help it on
o the wicket, ‘

A litle later Moore came on for &
vemarkably successful spell, A, Coopar
played round a steaight one, Greenwood
was Ibw as stated, and B. Lowe and A.
Reynolds were bowled by consecutive

23

balle. P. Green had beer
shoulders to Mayer, and g:notl;f;lengu{llllgs
in one over, but the first of these hit‘l
shn_uhl havo been fatal, for it oHercd ;
pliin cateh in front of the sight screen
Alter bowling 17 avers, Mayer was ro:
lieved by Massoy, and thres fours cameo
from his firal over, but ho bowlal Green
who had accumulated 23 oxtromely use.
ful runs, at 84, W, Winekill and W
Butler offered further resistance, and
added 22, of which Butler made 1‘8. but
Mayer came on again to get Butler
aﬁil_]\'(otump(;d. and bowl Winskill, while
nyperzley cap ; g
the nm).po v captain  was  foolishly
Mayer in 10.2 overs took four w
for 42, and Moore bowled 11 ov‘e‘x'i:k;c::
11 runs and four wickets.

HOW NOT TO PLAY “DONKEY
i DROPS »

The Works made a had start, and
dreadful batting by the middle mof\m:oe-
sulu‘d‘ in seven wickets being down for
2. The usual order of going in was
altered with disastrous resultz.  Mayer
ad G, Sherwin opened against A, R-(‘y-
nolda and W. Boon, but the professionil
had to retire for a tlme, being struck on
the elbow by a kicking ball from Rey-
nolds. The young left-hander, G. Ami-
son, was bowled by an in-swinger from
Boon at 5, and a run later A. Beving.
ton, trying to get away from another
nasty one from Reynolds, was eaught
by tho wicket-keeper off the handle of
his bat, and W. Hurst caught in the
slips first ball.  This alao rose  chest
high, and the batsman tried unsuccess.
f\\'}ll.\' m‘,.;ot away from it. )

wen Mayer resumed his inning

not disposed to stand up to be hit‘.l:g“::::‘
lashed out at Reynolds and lofted flin{
into the long Aeld several times, bad
strokes but quite safe, Il(u\'ovvr.'nn.-r
batting half an hour for six, Sherwin
was beaten by Boon, and P. Green hein

put on in place of Reynolds, clnimoﬁ
three quick wickets with his tossed.up
leg-breaks, Mayer tried to mow the vm-l-
first of these without going to the pitcl)
of it, and without even the pr(\cmltim:
of covering up, and saw it turn slowly
about two feet from leg to hit the wicket
E. Eaton was rather unfortunate, for h-'
hit one hard past cover, but did nn(t:
keep it down, and Greenwood at extr

cover, made a fine, low, running ('ﬂ.t(\ha
Massey was promoted from No. 11, pre.
sumably to hit the slows, but the :1 &t
one was fatal to him. e could lmr?E
jumped out and hit it full piteh, but ]“
reached halfway, allowed the hreak tm
beat the bat. and left the wicket o N
—T for 28, .

Having done his bit Green w
off, and Reynolds resumed, l)l‘l‘t“;‘ lﬂﬁ(nn
ber and A. E. Bennett gave us the o nlr:
real bit of batting in the innings nn y
played good cricket, stayed l(.\get?t}‘
nearly three.quarters of an hour ]
added 30 In spite of bowling vh'n .
which brought on W. Rutler, (irngm
wood, and W. Winskill. Butler bowlen
at a fair pace, and had a tendeney (;I
keep low, aud he took the last 1), \:
wickets, Barber was bowled after hnmru.
nearly an hour for 16, Moore played &
and Davies was 1bw. Bennett, who ts“ﬁ
out his bat for 17, was also ut the wicko,
only five minutes short of an hour ot

The discomfiture of the Works' \'o
wus begun by Reynolds's bumpe.rq o':,'"
tinued by Green's **donkey (lrom".' a n]'
completed by Butler's suz‘(‘essfllr ‘11]“
but Boon also had a useful hand :nlxe'(‘
He took two for 26, and Reynolds u:;'
F’)r 11, ﬁaures which paled before Philli;:
ireen ] '

L si::.] iree for four, and Butler's three

8TONE'S BECOND VICTORY

The batting of the Stone team was of
rnlh(-f an insipid character when J. A,
.L. Wenger won the toss and took first
|3)11l11ge against Crewe Alexandra  nt
Stone. J. Barker (five for 23) and J
Hossack (three for 19) held the uppm:
hand, and- the only redeeming feature
was a brave stand by R. F. Reader and
G'. W. Hamimnersley for the last wick ;
without which the total would hiave fa.
len_ cor]aidornhl_\' below the 1odest asé
which it eventually reached. The matel
geemed a good thing for the vlsim;1
but Bert Shardlow had one of hig .
gpired spells of bowling, and (‘n\]\:,‘(;




were routed despite a gallant late bid by
Hossack, who hit 9. Shardlow’s analy-
sis was seven for 28, and at one point he
took four wicket in five deliveries. They
were valuable pointg for Stone, and if
they can repeat the victory to-day at
Cresswell they will finish the first half
of the season clear of the last jdace after

QGREAT BID BY LONGTON

It would be difficult to imagine a
better game than that served up by
Porthill and Longton at Wolstanton,
Thanks to a fine inningy of 61 by J, &,
Heath, a patient 37 by J. Bentley, a use-
ful 26 from R. Hammond, and some
Inte hitting by H. G. Castles (37), Port-
hill got what looked almost an impreg-
nable score. But Longton went for the
runs, and that they got so near to a
brilliant win, in spite of the fact that
their captnin and fastest scorer, R, .,
Plant, was run out without reeelving
a ball, was a credit to the team. G,
Pedley and G. B. Edge (39) gave the
side an excellent start, and Pedley went
on to score 104 In 145 minutes, which is
quite good going ior one end. Broad-
hurst (27 not out) and E. Payne were
together when the umpires called *last
over” with eight runs required. H.
Thornhill kept his head and bowled
steadily, and the best the batsmen could
do was to score six,

BURSLEM'S VICTORY MARCH

Caverswall, at home :to the leaders,
did what no other team has done this
season again3t them—put up au three-
figure score. Toy Smith played a mas-
terly innings of 68, and was then run
out, but most of the Caverswall bats.
men could make little of Fred Taylor,
who took six wickets for 34, A. B. Hol.
lowood (31) and J. Fenton (48) had a
valuable partnership for Burslem's
fourth wicket, and put thelr side on the
victory path. Later G. Wardle hit up
25 not out, Caverswall were without
F. J. Wakelin, who was indisposed,

The Nantwich wicket was ton good for
the bowlera,  Leek ocompiled the big
total of 252 for nine wickets hefore de-
claring, the principal oontributors be.
ing averireen Harold Birch (82), nnd E.
Broderick, who was run out after mcor.
ing 4. W. T. Maybury's five for 68 were
good figures in such an innings. 1In
the reply of Nantwich only three wickets
were lost for 200. T. W, Bteventon was
at his best in taking 93 from the Leek
bowlers, J. E. Bmith maintained the
good_form he has shown this season in
scoring 37, and G. Bull was going well
at the finish with 37, not out.

Stanley. Welch proved destructive
against Bilverdale, taking six wickets
for 27 in &n lnnhwn in which the Bilver-
‘dale captain, T. W. Cocks, was the only
double figure gcorer with 18 before he

was run out. R. Birch (67) and Smith
(41) had a big partnership for Norton,
Considering that they cnded last sea.
fon In the eleventh positlon, Norton,
though they have been a trifle fortu-
nate to win \wo matchea by one run
(two runs meant six points), are en.
titled to congratulation on reaching the
position of runners-up.

WOLVERHAMPTON v,
STAFFORD

Tho left-hand slow bowling of T. J.
Rutherford proved to be the undoing of
Stafford at Tetlenhall on  Saturday.
Romans and White gave the visitors a
good start, but the left-hander cume on
ut 47 and earried all before him,

Thanks to E. W. Page, the homo side
just got the runs, though Evans and
Redshaw bowled well,  Details :—

STAFFORD

M, 1L Romans ¢ Clarke b Rutherford 26
W. T, White o Howl b Rutherford 16
J. T\ W. Neville ¢ Croft b Rutherford 0
J. Whitfield o Rutherford b Croft 8
In I, C. Bellamy e Reed b Rutherford 4
J. B Blalr o Reed b Rutherford ... 8
LG Bvana e Hackett b Rutherford 0
T. 11, Morris st Page b Croft .........

. Kenney ¢ Blakemore b Ruther

J, McLellan ¢ Aunan b Croft 7
E. W. Redshaw not out 4
Extras 8

® =

Total weisssii 100

Bowling: Rutherford 7 for 36, Croft

for 20.
WOLVERHAMPTON

N. A, Read b Evans ..o, 1
E. W. Page Ilbw b Redshaw ... ... 49

A, D, Wilkie ¢ Whitfield b Kenney 22
A. Brown b Bellamy 1
P. A, Annan ¢ White I E
R. Mowl ¢ Bellnmy b Evans ...
15 C. Blakemore 1hw b Redshaw ...
W. J. (roft b Evans
T. J. Rutherford ¢ Bellamy b Rud-
shaw .13

E. W,

Hackett not out .
Extrus ...

Total
C. E, Clarke did not go in.

Bowling:  Evans 4 for 21, Redshaw 3
for 45, hvllmn_\' 1 for 25, Kenuney 1 for 5.

STAFFORD Il. v. WOLVERHAMPTON
1B

At Salford,  Wolverhampton II. won
by four wickels, Scores:

Stafford IL: G. H. Greatorex run out
S, . F. Blooe b Treneh 0, J, R, Bithell
e Sidaway b Timmins 1, ¢, H. Yeates o
Norgrove b Timmis 0, . 0. Beck ¢
Sidaway b Norgrove 11, N. . Read lbw
b Trench 31, J. F, Herbert 1bw b Trench
0. J. G, Fleteher ¢ Blaine b Trench 13,
G, N. Gossaling not out 28, G, 1. Long.
don e Norgrove b Timmis 0, J. W,
Hutchinson b Trench 0. extras 1; total
98. J. Timmis three for 19, W. J. P.
Trenehi four for 39.

Wolverhampton II.: D. Blaine b
Longdon 28, W. J. P, Trenehi b Greatorex
4, W. C. Norgrove ¢ Herbert b Greatorex
40, G. Pidduck b Longdon 1, C. C. Mey-
nell st Gossling b Greatorex 0, R. (.
Willcock ¢ Read b Longdon 10, T. C.
Arthur b Longdon 8, R. Sidaway ¢ Gos-
sling b Hutchinson 3, C. 1I. French not

out 3, extras 10; total (for cight) 111.
Longdon four for 26, Greatorex three
for 36.

Stafford TI1.-146 (H. G. Flavell 49, S.
N. Hill 23, J. E. Hoperaft 22, A. R.
Richardson 15), Headquarters olico 38,

BLYMHILL AND WESTON v. C. & B.
SMITH'S, WOLVERHAMPTON

Plaved on the ground of the former
on Saturday, June 11, the home team,
after declaring at 180 for five wickets
won novery easy victory by 150 runs.
Score 1—

Blymhill: K. J. Hazlett 1hw b Painter
64, . Hitchen ¢ and b Painter 12, 11, 1.
Harper ¢ Black b Osborn 5, J. E. White
¢ Cook b Painter 4, R, D, Stewart-Brown
not out 70, Lord Newport ¢ Cook b Dodd
6, C. W, Hitehen not out 26, extras 3
total (innings declared) 180, Major I,
O, Bridgman, W, Pointon, 1. N. Hill,
8. Medlicott did not bat.

C. & B. Smith's: G. Cork ¢ White b R,
Hitchen 3, G, Dodg b Madlicott 14, .
Rigford e Bridgman b R. Hitchen 0, S,
Ellis ¢ R, Hitchen b 1ill 6. E. Painter
¢ Stewart-Brown b R. Hitelhen 0, S,
Oshorne b Hill 3, 1. Bigford b Harper
1L, W. & Johnson b Harpoer 0, G. Evans
not out 0, . Black b Hid 0. W. F. Jolin.
stone ¢ Medlicott b Hill 0, extras 33
total 30,

24
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FOSTON AND SCROPTON v,
WINSHILL

Played at Foston Hall on Saturda

Winshill: J."0. Niell b F. Sessiong 89
C. Warren o Jngzg b Watking 2, J. Ash.
more b Plumb 20, V. Strutt ¢ Jagg b
Plumb 2, A, Caulton b Plumb 0, B.
Br:n‘dlvv run out 0, T. Bloor b Sessions
0, E. Hewitt ¢ Jngﬁ b Sessions 0, J. Ear
not out 2, P, Vickers b Sessions 0, Jp
t}g:xnrlro;(l) ¢ Jagg b Sessions 2, extras 13;

0, E. Birch ¢ Bloor' I Vickers 1 g
¢ Strutt b Vickers 9, F, Soxnin’n:v'n‘,\"/?cg:
kers b Earp 23, G. Plumb ¢ Bradley ¢
Earp 31, Lr‘m Birch b Strutt 7, H. Fairs
b Strutt 1, G. Lygo hit wicket by Ashmore
1, J. Sum\nwrsglll not out 0, F. Watkins
¢ and b Strutt 0, extras 7; total 82,
TUTBURY v, DONISTHORPE
COLLIERY
Played ut Tutbury on Saturday.
Tutbury: 8. R, i"tickmnn b l{:cwbnld
99, J. Billings ¢ Sharpe b Watts 11, W,
West b Finch 29, R, ishop b Finch 0
M. F. Hurdlo ¢ and b Newbold 24, G, ¢
Hodges not out 13, I.. Starbuck not ont
3, extras 5; total (5wkts. dec.) 184. 1
E. Grabam, T, L. Coxon, E. Johnson,
r'lrllnl IA.lelIr. dhslg noy h&t. Dowling ; '
neh two for 89, H., Newbold tw r
67, C. Watts one for 3, ! bty fon
onisthorpe Colliery, W, Goache
Hurdle 44, J, Shuttlewortlh ¢ Hnnl{o ::
Johnson 6, J, Brown I Bishop 13, ¢
Watts ¢ Johnson b Bishop 15, I, Ilrew:
bold b Hodges 8, J, Ramsel] ¢ (irnham
h. Hurdle g, 8. Sharpe not out 12, J
Finch not out 30, extray 9; total '(fm:
6wkts,) 146, @. Chapman, 7, Toon, anq
J. Ai're, did not bat, Bowling ; 1\'[ F
Hurdle two for £8, R. Bish(BJ two for

g‘:{e(}br( .agiodges one for 12, Johnson

BRERETON v. ABBOTS BROMLEY

Brereton  “B"  {eam entertaj
Abbots Bromley on Saturday nnlll;{nl\i-lgg
easily by 112 runs, due chiefly to the
batting of T. Hewell, who mm{e 62 not
out, and the bowling of , Bull WIO
took six wickets for g3 runs. Sco;es'm

Brereton: 8. Jones 2], A, Orimths';
G. Averill 12, C. Bull 0, T. Howell not
out 62, D. Myatt 4, J. Gregory 7, B All
sopp 11, W. ‘Brown i1, H. Rrown b o
1kin not out 6, extras 14; total (dec )'181.

Abbots Bromley: V.’ Asthury 3 8
Walkeden 5, L. Ball 6, R, Seott 1 H,
Kent 1, Jd;}lnlll 6,51“. Rock 11, T. Rygp.
on 1, B, mley 65, R. Mya ¢ -
oxtras 1; total 48'. ¥até not oug 0

ENGLISH ELECTRIO v, NEWPORT

Played at Stafford Saturday,

English Electric: H. Sty g";‘,‘\’dn,;
Shilton 78, J. Wilshaw b Taylor 4 J
Evans o Taylor b Shilton 19, K. Boyden,
0 Bnraclough b Fowler 33, 1, Cragg 1“"
out 18, F. Stevens st Barucloug) 1, Folm
ler 8, A, Worthington b Fowler 0, i ‘Iv,
Clothier o Barnclough I Fowler "0 'w'
Parry o Worth b Fowler ¢ 8, (l'reo ]
wood b Hrooks 8, 8, Webl, no, out 1
ax}t‘ral mtwhl"‘l (‘onr ?u;lﬁw') 181, !

ewportt F, A, Inson ]
Boyden 12, R, J. Butter b W?\I)ll:nerl“ r})
R. Brooks ibw b Boyden g, 3, 0, Wil
liams o Parry b Btevens 15 J. Worth ¢
Greenwood b Steveng 1, G, bladwell ruo
(l)’m ;G.bRwEll_tkhelan ntot out 3, 0, Taylor ;},

ATT 0 on ¢
Ry 8ton 0, extras gg; total

POLICE ORICKET

The draw for the second
Staffordshire County Polﬂse &?&%tuéh?\lle
lenge Cup resulted as follows : Heaq.
Brierey i Toteniin e Bt -
ierle ick
Leﬁk u;,: Weaf'bbreo(in fvich.l v, Smet.hwxek,
atohes to ayed on the
of the ﬂm-mmmf team by Julygl?.und
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FIRST GAME
AGAINST
DURHAM

FINE BATTING BY
ROY SMITH

—

SCORES CENTURY

———

Staflordshire vegan their four-day
Northern tour by <pposing Durham
at Norton-on-Tees to-day.

The teams were:i—

DURHAM.—D C H Townsend, J H
Berrisford, H E Bailey, W Barron, E
Manners, Latchford, Carr (J), J Grigor,
D Glen, A W Austin, F I Herbert.

STAFFORDSHIRE—W A Adams, R
Smith, A B Hollowood, G Pedley, J T
1kin, C C Clarke, S Crump, R Hammond,
E Broderick, B Shardlow, W Stubbs.

Statfordshire won the toss and Roy
smith and A. B. Hollowood opened the
innings on an casy paced wicket,  The
batsmen scored steadily off Latchford and
Herbert, but with the score at 10
Hollowood gave a sharp catch to square
Jeg, but it was not accepted. In stealing
a short run, Smith was almost run out off
the next ball. These escapes made the
batsmen more cautious,

Smith, however, drove Latchford for the
first four of the game, and he continued
to be morc aggressive than his partner.

Smith and Hollowcud were together
when the 50 was signalled in just over an
hour, but four runs later Hetlowoud was
Lb.w. to Carr, the Durham professlonal

Pedley, who came next, was not happy
against Carr, who madc the ball swerve
appreciably. Grigor, was introduced into
the attack at 1he_npposite end and Smith
promptly drove his first ball to the squaie
leg boundary,

In his next over, however, Grigor
bowled Pedicy oefore he had scored. These
two quick wickets placed Statfordshire in
a less satisfactory position when Ikin
joined Smith.

Ikin had scored two runs only when he
played Grigor to Bailey at mid-off, A run
was called, but a smart return to the
bowler saw the wicket broken before Ikin
could regain his crease.

Smith, who was now partnered by
Clarke, was still batting splendidly and
he reached his half-century with a cut
through the slips for two. Clarke quick!y
sottled down and both men were still
together at the interval, but StafTordshire's
score was 90 ‘or three wickets.

CLARKE'S ESCAPES

After lunc  Smith and Clarke put the
100 on the buard, but shortly afterwards
Herbert contidently appealed for a catch
at the wicket against Clarke, but this
was answereo in the batsman’s favour,
and then the same batsman ought to have
been run out. Austin making a poor return,

These incidents did not upset the
patsmen, and Smith proceeded steadily
towards his individual century,

smith eventually reached his century,
but his innings ended when at 116 he
attempted to drive Grigor and was caught
in the shps He hit nine fours during his
stay of two sind a half hours.

Meanwhile, Clarke had shown fine form
and he, too vegan to attack the bowling,
despite man’ changes.

When joined by Crump, Clarke scored
greely, but after reaching his half-century
he played forward to Latchford and Rave
an casy catch. Hammond did not survive
long, being bowled by Herbert, and
Broderick survived a slip catch in his first
over.

— ;ﬂrronosmnl
¢ Herbert b Qrigor ............
A B HOLLOWOOD Ibw b Carr | 37
G PEDLEY o Grigor ]
J T IKIN run out 2
C C CLARKE ¢ Tow . 81
8 CRUMP not out ........ T
R HAMMOND b Herbert .
E BRODERICK not out .. 0
EXtras .oiccoiiiecinercainnniee ceesennnn

Total (for & wkis) .........231

UPHILL TASK

FOR DURHAM

—r——

INNINGS DEFEAT
AVOIDED

———

VISITORS KEEN
ATTACK

Staffordshire succeeded in com-
pelling Durham to follow on when
the Minor Counties match was
resumed at Norton-on-Tees to-day.

Yesterday Durham had scored 81 for six
wickets in reply to Staffordshire’s first
innings total of 294, and in less than an
hour the remaining four batsmen were
dismissed for the addition of 52 runs. The
innings thus closed for 133, giving Stafford-
shire a first innings lead of 161.

Only Durham's last wicket caused any
trouble, A. W. Austin and F. L Herbert
adding 30 before being separated. B,
Shardlow (three for 12) and G. Pedley
(three for 32) were the most successful
StatTordshire bowlers.

D. C. H. Townsend and Berisford started
the home county's second innings against
the bowling of Broderick and Stubbs, and
they began so confidently that they put
on 40 in 25 minutes. Adams then made
his first bowling change, Crump and
Shardlow being called upon. The batting
had been without incident except that
Townsend twice drove no-balls {rom
Stubbs into the hands of ficlders.

Staffordshire claimed their first su.oess
at 60, when Townsend, who had made 41
was out l.b.w. .

With the total advanced to 70, Stafford-
shire made further progress, Bailey being
out Lbaw. in Ikin's first over. Beresford
and Barron remained together to the lunch
interval, when the score was 82 for two.

After lunch, Beresford and Barron
carried the score to 116, when Barron, who
had been overhauling his partner at a
rapid ra' . played torward to Brockerick
and was bowled.

When joined by Manners, Beres[ord
played one of Broderick's deliveries with-
out confidence and was caught by
Hammond at the wicket, the total now
being 131 for four.

STAFFORDSHIRE
R SMITH ¢ Herbert b Qrigor .....ccoeee 118
A B HOLLOWOOD lbw b Carr ... 17
P h [\]
J n 2
c 1
8 4
R 4
E 5
w [\]
B
w
DURHAM
DC K TOWNSEND ¢ 8mith b 8tubbs ... 10
gqllsgﬂzgvvw Ibu(/’ I:, ﬂskln .............. . 10
¢ on hardiow .

W BARRON o 8tubbs b Orump zg
E MANNERS b 8hardlow . 0
LATCHFORD b Podley
J GRICOR b Pedley .
J CARR ¢ 8hardlow b
D GLEN b Crump .......
A W AUSTIN ¢ lkin b
F ! HERBERT not out .

Extras .......cooeee

25 ToAl .ovoviiiiiiinirennnns

Second Innings

D C H TOWNSEND Ibw b Crum
J BERESFORD ¢ Hammo derick “
H E BAILEY Ibw b lklv\m’..b rodarich ‘:‘l
W BARRON b Broderick
E MANNERS c Broderick 8
LATCHFORD b Crump 7
.; ggIRQROF; ’;:“ out 17
rum
D GLEN not out D 2
Extras ....ocovissssmsasvisiecnrvenasies g
Total (for 7 wkts) ......... 1?0
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Staffordshire—First Innings
M. R
Herbert 7 %
(Lllll:chlord 3 . g; : ?
n ..
Manne :‘I . g: =1
Carr ... o .. &8 ... 2
Grigor 2 et N3
Innings
M, R w
W Stubbs ...... 13 1 )
K Broderick s 2% o
% Oraran } we O
J T Ikin 1 o
B Shardlow 4 s
Q Pediey ...... 0 2 3

STAFFS. WIN
BY SEVEN
WICKETS

FINE VICTORY OVER
DURHAM

SHARDLOW’S GOOD
: BOWLING

Staffordshire gained their second
victory of the season when the
defeated Durham by seven wickoty~
at Norton-on-Tees yesterday N
_ Durham, dismissed for 133 in’ {hl.
innings, had to follow-on 161 rung |

They gave an improved displ'iv :
suc«_)n(\ attempt,  but, although at the
avoided an innings defceat, Stnl‘!,'u d.lh<(”
haId oxlll)t' to score 55 for vietory rdshire

n obtaining these runs, Staflordeh:
lost three wickets for 38 b:flmims”“'ldshl“‘
P("gl}“."ﬁ(‘l(l(\d the issue, mith anq

_The bowling honours were fajr
divided, but Shardlow hnd(' tri’]'gfl"f evenly
match record of six for 29, S(.n'l.gp.lund‘d

STAFFORDBHIRE T

o Herbert b @
LOWOOD lhw br:m-;

ir firvst
ehing,

L1
x
o

oo

fIEMIBOCO>T
o,

qx>z3
»»0

R SMITH n
' OLAR
8 ORU k.
Q PEDL e
10
Total (f :
or 3 wkt .
D C H TOWNS ourkaw * N
EN
"j‘ %Egi?fgﬁn Ib?v cbsmllah b Stuhbg .., 19
Cand b En el 1
\I?/h?::}sou o Stubbsg b i‘:arr‘?r:fw S 2
E MANNERS b Shardiow . 9
CHFORD b Pedley o
J GRIGOR b Pedley ... N
J CARR ¢ 8hardlow b Pe'(.ﬂ'a 18
o %Lin h Crump ... ... 4 Y
B WL AUSTIN o tkin ‘b Shardlow ;
ERT not out 18
Entras .....,..‘...j..““.””“ 12
Total ............ 1-
8acond Innings 3
D SeReIRPRISEND m Bbumn
n ‘BABHAF:‘(SEV Tl monﬂ b Broderick 41
b Broderick ... T 3
E MANNERS ok b Bediesoe -
EATONFORS § Brodorich o pidisy 1 3
J GRIGOR not out .., 1000 i
J BARR b Crump ... e
g%LEﬁ b 8hardlow .. 5
A W AUSTIN o Clarke b Sardiow I\ &
RBERT b Sharlow w 5

Extras

Total ...
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N.S. CRICKET LEAGUE

BURSLEM STRENGTHEX HOLD
ON LEADERSHIP

NORTON’S CHALLENGE CHECKED
BY PORTHILL PARK

4
) 4

Rain caused considerable inter-
ference with the Senior “A” matches
in the North Staffordshire League on
Saturday, and only three reached a

definite result.

Galning an casy victory uver Silverdale,
Burslem strengthened their hold on the
leadership, and have now a cicar lcad of
seven points, Norton, their necarest
challengers, being defcated at home by
Porthill Park. Stone were successful
against Blythe Colour Works and the
Calter club is now at the foot of the table.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE LEAGUE
Senior Division—S8ection “A "
NORTON v. PORTHILL
Porthill.- -A A Bickerton b I Hodson 24, J
Bentley b S Welch 17, lkin (J 1) b r Hodson v,
J S Hrvath b S Welch 29, H ' Woud lbw b F
Hodson 0, W White lbw b R Illl v, R
Hammond ¢ Birch b 8 Welch 33, K Gleaves b §
Welch 12, H G Castles b 8 Welch 23, H Thorn-
hill b F Hodson 10. D L White not out 2, extras
8; total 1nu. S Welch five for uv6; F Hodson

four tor 41.

Norion. --R Birch ¢ D L White b lkin (J T) 8.
Smith (A) ¢ Hammond b Ikin (J T) 17, G
Lancaster b H Thornhill 3, G Birch ¢ 1kin «J T)
b H Thornhill 11, S Smith b D LL White 13, R
Hill run out 6, F Hodson ¢ and b lkin (J T)
2. J Rhead b H Thornhill 13, W Martin b H
Thornhill 0. S Welch not out 7. W Deakin ¢
and b Ikin (J T) 17, extras 21: total 118. Ikin
«J T) four for 33; H Thornhill four for 23,

LEEK v. KNYPERSLEY

Knypersley.—Greenwood (H W) c Harrison b
Bonsall 12, Lowe c Broderick b Bonsall 3, W
Boon ¢ Harrison b Bonsall 8, A (.‘coycr ¢ Harri-
son b Bonsall 0. L Lowe lbw b Birch 2u, W
Winskill b Bonsall 1, W Butler ¢ Reg Halton b
Broderick 1, A Reynolds b Birch 8, C Mayn-
arcd ¢ Herdern b Reg Halton 5, P Green ¢ Rider
b Bonsall 5. D Robinson not out 8, extias 3;
total B2 C PBonsall six for 9.

Leek.—Reg Halton ¢ Winskill b But'er 17,
Hordern ¢ Winskill b Butler 3, Ron Halton b
Reynolds 1, H Birch ¢ Green b Reynolds 4, 1,
Crump not out 2o, A Threlfall not out 3, extras
4; total tfor 4 wkts) H8.

CREWE ALEXANDRA v, CAVERSWALL
Caverswall.--O T Doran ¢ Toitington b
Hossock &, R Smith ¢ Ponce b Dawsan 2o, A
Massey ¢ Cooke b Hossack 34, J Il Hagsdale ¢
prance b Dawson &, L H Whalley b Hossack 11,
E Wakelin ¢ Kirkham b Poate 28, A Pickard ¢
Kirkham b Paiker 1, J E Beswick b Prince 5,
A Buckley ¢ Hossack b Prince 15 A T V Dennis
¢ Dawson b Poate 8, J Tabbinor not out 2. extras
. tal 155,
1'é:ewe A.ex.--D Kirkham ¢ Doran b Wakelin
o, F C Shreeve ¢ Massey b Wakeiin 1, J Prince
b Pickard 4. A Poate not out 6, J Bioad ¢
Ragsdale b Wakelin 2, H Tortington not out 1,
extias 1, total tfor 4 wkts( 15, k Wakeiin three
or 2.
E BLYTHE COLOUR WORKS v. STONE
H W. A Bennett ¢ Wenger b Hancock
- l{\lyl}‘(';anf( ¢ Jervis b Hancock A Devigton
;-'Jm\l.\‘ h Snardiow 20, F Buarber ¢ Wenaer b
Shardlow 2, A Moeore ¢ Preston b Wood 1R
Davies ¢ Hancock L Shardiow 1. C 1 er b
Shnardlow 1, G Sherw:n run out v, B 1ten b
Hancovk 2. Llayer (G H)_not out 0. W Massey
¢ Hancoex b Snarddow 5, extras o, total 93
B shardlow five for 28
gtons. I Ruvenscroft ¢ Tm'xvm' b Moo 48,
i Preston M b Davies 00 A Jervis ¢ T
Davies 17, kD Slvnn ¢ Hurst b Din 1es
Wend not out 5, Hancoolk tHy not out 17,
1 total tfor 4 wkts), 1o,
' LONGTON v. NANTWICH
n. -G B Edge ibw b W T Masvbury 3,
G L‘Q‘l""il([‘gf b W T Mavbury A R H Plant st
\leTurk b AMaybury 00 A J Chadwick not eut 5o,
.\\' Bourne ¢ Sproston b Mayinoy Buoadhurst
(G Bt wkt b Maybury 13, E ) Denmis bhw b
aaybury o, 1 Pearson ¢ MeTurk b Mavbury R,
F Pavne not out U] total ttor 7 wkts decy un
WwoT Mavbury seven for 37, e
Mantwich, —A McTurk not out 12, G Bull not
out Zo. total (for no wkts)y 5.
BURSLEM v, SILVERDALE
silverdate.-- ¢ F Rusiiton lbw b Holiowood 2,
3 Bloor ¢ Brammer b Tayior 15, A Ward ¢ Bireh
b Tavior u. R Barnett ¢ and b Hollowood 1o,
A Myatt b Holiowood 30 P B oo b Hollowaed o,

mz

A Bytoeway b Holiowood 1 Potton ¢ Board-
man b Tavior v, 0 Cooke b Tavior 1, J Boon
b Taviar oo F Voirdy not out o, extias 4 toaal

a5 Taylor (F) tive for 17, R R Hobowoud tive
for 14

Burslem.—A Bich b Pointon 4, C Brammer
h Po.nton o, J Fenton ¢ Barnett b Pomton 19,
G Wardie run out Sy, W Boardman ¢ P Bloor
b Virdy 10, C G Dexter ¢ Rushton b Pomnton 2.
A B Holiowoad ¢ and b Vardy 13, F Bailey
st Couoke b Vardy 7. R R Hallowood ¢ Pointon
b Vardy 0. Taylor (F) ¢ Bvtheway b Pointon
17. A Meiwch not out 0, extras 4; total 11,
Pointon five for 3u.

Senior Division—Section “B "
CREAT CHELL v. SNEYD COLLIERY

Graat Chell,. R Goodwimn 35, C Clowes 15,
H Avertdl 2, R Davies v, W Mould 0. 0 Madeley
o, F Vadrey 11, W J Mould 5. F Wii<haw not
out 11. J Snave 4, J Pedley & total 112,

wen scven for 25.
OSneyd Colliery. —E Mayer 19, A Broadbent
14, J Shaw 2. Hickman 0, $ Dawson 22, A
wright 8, E Heaton 0, A Boulton o, H Hiegins
not out 2, F Owen 0, F Curwen 0, extras 11;
total 78. F Wilshaw four for 15.

CHEADLE v. HARTSHILL

Hartshill.--J Peake 13. J C Martin 23, A
Deavail =2, C Bates 2, W Tunnichitffe not out
53, W Johnson 1, J Turner 12, E Binns 0. W
Bailes rot out 5, extras 16; total (for 7 wkis

cer 1M .
d Cheadle.—J Kerr 9, A B Hurst 0. B White-
hurst 40, A Harris 18, E Critchlow 11, J Beard-
more 3. C Chandler 22, J Keates 0, H Capewell
X, G Thorley not out 3. K Crook not out 0.
extras 3: total (for 9 wkts) 112. E Binns flve
for 35.

ALSACERS BANK v. CHEDDLETON

Cheddleton.—-F Bailev 30, M FEve 7, R K
Shaw 26, Vine 22, L Kirkham 0, R Arrowsmith
1. A Garner 9, A Maddison 14, F Hamnett 0. E
Cutts not out 2, J Kirkham 15, extras 9; total
176. W T Sumnall five for o3,

Alsagers Bank.—I, Shufllebotham 0, H Lea 5,
W Moore 2, R Downing 4, E Jones 1. L Jones 0,
H B Green 13, W T Sumnall 1, \WW Beech 1, W
Allison 2, 1 Downing 1. extras 9; total 39. J
Kirkham four for 13: L Kirkham three for 7.

BIGNALL END v. FENTON

Bignall End.—A W Ikin 35, K W Platt 15, D
Riley 0, T B Hassall 34, L Ikin 40. G Harrison
not cut 38, A Whalley 0. J Downing 6, H Maver
not out 5, extras 29: total (for 7 wkts dec.) 222.
A Smith five for 92.

Fenton.—J Booth 9. Rev J Wallace 15, A
White 33, A Smith 0, S Degge 35. W Rawling-
son 8, W B Leese 0, H Wainwright 2, T Mann
4, P McArdle not out 1, A Scarratt 1, extras
12; total 120.

WHITCHURCH v, AUDLEY

Whitchurch.—1, E Norton 19, C Coflin 2, Rev
D B Allen 29, J lennon 8, R E B Smith 0, H
Snith 28, H Casewell 27, S Jackson 19, K J
Slater I, Major W Wormington not out 17, H
Madeley 2, extras 8; total 151.

Audley., J Hancock 15 W White 0, R Dale
10, I. Mcellin 46, H Fryer 12, M Tapley not out
'i.l(‘f Eryer not out 5, extran 19; total (for 5 wkts)

Ashcombe Park .
abandoned.

Junior Divislon—Seotion *A "

Norton 170 for 9 deo. (H Lowell 50, R Hallen
28. L Stonier 34°), Porthill 120 for seven (J
Brown 53°, H Cooper 23°).

Burslem 104 (T Hollowood 29. T Johnson, 41,
W Lowe seven for 23, including hat-trick):
Sllverdale 111 for nine (L. Taylor 38, W Fenton
four for 53)

Knypersley 111 (F Lawton 37, F Butler 29°,
F W V Dale four for 22, F T Boulton four for
35), Leek 118 for six (E Haywoood 34. J Pedlar
22, H Kidd 27).

Crewe 153 for B dec. (G Garrett 27, S Broad
37, J bMhddleton 26, G IcCandless 23°,
Utting four for 53), Caverswall 45 (T Haszsall
five for 10, including hat-trick).

Longton 169 (A ndson 31, W Hine 32. A
Jackson 23, T Pedley 24). MNantwich 141 for
seven 1D Ridvard 51. S W Cooper 371,

“Blythe C.W., a7 (H Amison 32, W Shenton
eight for 31). 8tone 61 (G Amison five for 14)

Junior Division—Section " B -

Bignall End 119 (J Lovatt 27, E Tay
?ilev{ 283. )-VFBr?dburv four for 27“}0%}&1}::
ive for 27), Fonton 81 (L G ] “for
i Nl}l::g‘v’tlrr tfanton 61 Gibbons three for 8,
adelay 97 (A Salmon 49, A Eyres three |
9). Audley 44 (A B 3 23, Tling
e fudley cech four for 23, H Phillipg
8neyd Golliery 148 (S Powell 2 g
{?‘ld\,\“{t G I}?odos four for 29), G;qldt ‘};n'\(};lv\l:‘;:;
h.’lf-fl'.\‘('?(l'% 94 A Barton four for 156 mceludimg
Batloy 150 /T Burgess 57, J Ikin 3 N
N 30, N Bats
three tor 16, T Mullineux three for o1, H\nrlts)r:iii
1390 H Furey 4% B Madden seven for o
nhAQ}h{;)a“Tlr\xu“ﬂtﬁ-lfx 179 vE‘KKl Alcock 395, N Cord-
76,2 b wrtor 121, Kidsgrove 102 (1 F ?
20 R OBaviham 20 F K Alcac k M\OZ{ml 'F"f»\u
8cot Hay 107 (A Wreneh &5 F Handine

R BEollington for 11 e ]
for ning 11 Hadlg fiva w[.nlCiLvI?fidlelon Mo

Kidsgrove match

SCOT HAY LEAGUE

Madceley 66 (W Edwards five for t ¢
60 (A Badrock @5, T Young .\1);) {ur”'.'z';an“c'l

¥/rineunt 2¢ 1J Heckett three for 1) (¢}
E‘;m[}t‘r s'c\'rn for rl'z{: Halmerend 84 for a'lxh(
. .eech 200, Vhitt 3 2t ,
MaA(IImu-k three for 12), W e qor 2l 8

sagers Bank 68 (R Norcup 24

four for 27, J Sumnall lAmcc Fnr li\r{vcvR.hg?:;:

Hay 26 (A Dean six fo t
Ay 2o r 13, G Farnell tour

LEEK AND TUNSTALL LEAGUE

Leek “A'" 65 (G Imber 20. S Holl:
four for 11. F Beech fcur for 12): Blalflx‘sbri:.;‘.’
Green 50 tor nine (G Hulden five for 231,
Harriseahead 109 (E Stanier 25, F Lymer
toar tor 1. A Hulme four for 21; Burslem
Coé%llldss' gl(li gvfch six for 2u). :
.G nhi ale-street 55 (S Evans six fo
23): Butt Lane 38 (R Clarke eight for lr)-:m{c‘:

STONE LEAGUE—Division |I.

Chesterton Gongs. 51 (R Gent five { 7
Electricity 8.C. 3 s e
Hﬂs\\'ﬂl‘“ sylx G ”2‘. tH Sproston four for 14, R
,Stone Lotus 133 for ® dec. (J Williamson -
W Farnell 2o, B Tams 2%°, J Nerris ﬁ: :mli)(;n.sjf"
Sideway 89 (I Willlamson four for 25, ’
. Aston-by-8tone 46 (G Mayer seven f{or 14, N
Maver three for 11), Moddershall 74 (J Tomkin-
son 2L F Iiley L0, T Greatrex seven for 29.

Division 11,

Carlton 41 (B Amison five for 16. S E Bod
four tor 1ny, Caverswall “A" { Y o
Jogian tive for 7). A" 8T tor elxht

rescent Pottery 35 (D Clutton geve
Longton G.W. 55 for six (D Chiton 25 for 9,

Platts Tiles 118 (C Lleweilvn 35, W Jones 28
3 Ravenscroft five for 3. Mintons 53710 Pooje

htee for 14, C Llewelly 2 .
Sk'vill.'ml three for 7) sHin: hree for 1y, &
. Newton 130 (F Edwards 29, W Ball o H
S_lc\c;\lnn - B Buckley four for 57, E ;{‘L;lm(e'
{gxloc tor . Fenton Ams, 45 (W Leete s:ix for
...Fenton G.D. 60 (M Penkethman 28, T |
four for 27. A Parr three f 4); 1 e
(M Penkethman five for 1::")-.1 s Bitterton, a3

Division 111,

Newcastle Wesley 118 (G Leese 23, G
wricht 44° J Sumner four for 14
Tiles 73 (G Wainwright six for 13, J Ci
for 12 including hat-tricks, ' !

Sideway 97 (R Lenrse 25, N Windsor
36); Wolstanten St. John's 72 \F Cartl:
for 22 W Tavior tive for 19 '

Trent Soclal 59 (K Salmon five
Butterton 14 (C T Stanier six for 4 \
lhrcvo 1{nr 104, e ’

ariten 65 (C Broad three for 2
son three for 17, E Myatt three for 3 Hhomp.
Signals 62 (S Brookes four for 11, J \\'éod[ng':'

five for 24).
Division 1V,

Stons Lotus 28 (A Obre
Hardy five for 51; Mossfel. Cone for 14, E

Harris five for 2u, A Clarke ”\ecf‘:’l:‘;z’" N

Watn.
Cauldon
ay three

four tor
dge four
for oy,
V' Wilson
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IKIN’S PART
IN STAFFS.
RALLY

NORTHUMBERLAND
ATTACK DEFIED

ADAMS HITS OUT

Staffordshire began the second
match of their Northern tour by
cpposing Northumberland on the
County ground, Newcastle-on-Tyne,

to-day.
Staffordshire played the same tecam
which defeated Durham, but

Northumberland made two changes,
H. C. Lee and N. Dixon coming in for
Usher and Hunting.

Staffordshire had first use of what’

appearcd to be a good wicket, but they
made a bad start, Hollowood being
smartly caught by Dixon behind the
wicket off Booth in the second over with
only two runs scored.

Pedley helped Smith to take the score
to 21, but with his total at seven, Smith
was well beaten by a ball from Booth
which came through quickly.

Here Northumberland's success ended.
Ikin joined Pedley and the pair watched
the ball very carefully. They picked out
the right ball to hit, however, and the
score grew steadily, 50 going up after an
hour's play.

Numerous bowling changes were tricd
without effect. Bad ficlding gave Pedley
a couple of lucky fours in one over from
Robson, First, White failed to hold a
square cut which went straight to him,
and the next ball Goulden allowed to slip
through his hands.

The partnership put on 66 for the third
wicket before it was broken, but a good
ball from Robson removed Pedley's bails
after he had scored 40, including five
fours,.

The total was then 87, the result of 90
minutes’ play. Five minutes later, Ikin
sent up the hundred with a fine drive to
the boundary off Robson. Clarke stayed
with lkin until lunch, which was taken
with the score 110 for three.

IKIN'S FIFTY

Ikin reached his 50 shortly after the
resumption by driving Allan to the
boundary, but without further addition tc
the score Clarke was well beaten by Booth
after scoring 13.

Crump came next, and after a quiet
spell, Ikin set the crowd cheering with
a mighty drive for six off Booth. White
made numerous changes in the attack in
an attempt to break up the partnership
and eventually succeeded by transferring
Lee from one end to the other. With his
sccond ball, Lee bowled Ikin, who had
played a grand innings of 76, including a
six and seven fours. The effort occupied
two hours.

Crump uttempting to pull Robson to leg
was well caught by Shield, six wickets
being down for 163. Hammond and
Broderick batted steadily, until Hammond
was dropped in the long-field by Shicld.
He only added one more before he was
well taken by Goulden on the boundary.
Scven wickets were down for 194.

The second 100 had been passed Lefore
Sh.ardlow was caught by Lee at backward
g(_m}l off Booth. Adams quickly started

itting and soon had four boundaries to
his credit. Next he hit Allan for six and
?a{dlh in quick time, passing Broderick's
otal.
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STAFFORDSHIRE
!A! ;M’:;ftgwﬂgsls ..... s . 7
¢ Dixon b Boot 1
Q PEDLEY b Robso 40
J 3 IKIN b Lee ... . 78
C C CLARKE b Booth .......... 13
S CRUM! o Shield b Rohson ....... 21
R HAMMOND ¢ Qoulden 18
RRODERIOK not out ............... 23
B SHARDLOW ¢ Lee b Booth .
W A ADAMS not out .............
Extras ..o
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STAFFS. CRICKET

SMITH JUST
MISSES HIS
CENTURY

RUN OUT AFTER
FINE INNINGS

FAST SCORING

Staffordshire’s match with
Northumberland in the Minor
Counties Championship was con-
tinued at Jesmond, Newcastle, to-
day, and in a little more than an
hour's play the home county, who

had scored 167 for three wickets
overnight in reply to Staffordshire’s
256, had gained first innings lead.

Stubbs and Crump opcened the bowling,
but at 195 Ikin rcplaced Stubbs. He soon
met with success, getting Lec caught by
Adams at deep mid-off. It was a brilliant
catch. The score was now 199 for four.
In his innings of 54, Lee hit onc six and
four 4's.

The 200 went up when Robson, the new
batsman, hit a single off Ikin, but in his
next over Ikin dislodged Robson's off
stump with a good length ball. The score
was now 213 for five,

Murray found an enterprising partner
in T. A, W. White, the Northumberland
captain, who promptly lifted Ikin to the
leg boundary for four and then took a
four off Crump

At 255, Murray survived a confident
appcal by Hammond for stumping. In
the next over, after Murray had scored
a single, a leg bye gave Northumberland
the lead. White was then clean bhowled
by Ikin, who had taken the first three
wickets to fall this morning.

The innings took a sensational turn after
Shardlow was brought on for Crump.
Almost immediately, he got Saunders
caught by Pedley and in rapid succession
Murray, Allan and Booth were sent back
to the pavilion.

Shardlow took the last four wickets for
seven runs in 2.3 overs. The Northumber-
land total was 270, giving them a first
innings leading of 14 runs.

A BAD START

Staffordshire's second innings began
badly when Saunders bowled Pedley with
the second ball of his first over without a
run on the board.

With the score at nine, Ikin was caught
at the wicket by Dixon, off Booth, but
Smith and Clarke defended steadily and
the lunch interval was reached without
further loss, the scoring being 31 for two.

After lunch, Smith and Clarke quickly
sent up the 50 and Northumberland then
tried a double bowling change, Lee taking
over from Saunders and Robson relieving
Booth.

At 230, a heavy shower drove the
players to the pavilion. The score was
then 79 for two.

On the resumption, Smith and Clarke
hit out in fine style, and in 20 minutes
Staffordshire put on 50 runs. At 137,
Clarke was bowled by Saunders, his 67
including one six and ten 4's, The part-
nership had put on 128 runs for the third
wicket, and Smith reached his 50 in the
next over,

28

Smith was run out when only ninc
runs short of his century. He hit 12 fours.,
With the score at 200, Crump was caught
and bowled by Booth, and 19 runs later
Hollowood was lb.w. to Booth, and
Broderlck was bowled by Saunders.
Staffordshire were now 21- for seven.

STAFFORDSHIRE

First Innings: 258

8econd Innings
R SMITH run out

]
J
o
A
]
E CK b Saunders
R HAMMOND not out ....
EXtras .....coconvnnicnnennneee
Total (for 7 wkts) ......... 219
NORTHUMBERLAND
w
T
w
v
RO kin
T A W WHITE b
C H SAUNDE
N DIXON not out
J L ALLAN b Shardlow .
BOOTH st-Hammond b 8h

Extras

Staffordshire
in Drawn
Game

i

Scoring quickly in their second
innings Staffordshire declared at the

tea interval in their match with
Northumberland at Newcastle
yesterday, but rain prevented them
making a bid for victory and the
home side took points for a first
innings lead.

Northumberland passed Staffordshire's
first innings' total with five wickets in
hand, but Shardlow finished off the innings
so quickly that Staffordshire's arrears
were only 14,

The visitors started badly in their
second venture but Smith and Clarke
completely changed the outlook. Clarke
scored 67, including a 6 and ten 4's, and
Smith was only nine short of a century
when he was run out.

STAFFORDSHIRE
First' Innings: 206
8econd Innings
TH run out

BIMBPO-OD
BOgo-iv®

n
R
SHAR
€
Total (for 8 wkis, dec.)...244
NORTHUMBERLAND
W 8 BHIELD ¢ Hammend b 8tubbs ... o
T GOULDEN b Ikin
wae
HC
I M
ROBSON b IKIf e en.
T
¢
N
J
BOOTH
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COUNTY

Staffordshire Team in
the North

SPLENDID START AGAINST
DURHAM

Roy Smith’s First Century

By THE CRITIC

The Staffordshire team made the long
journey North on Sunday in order to
meet Durham at Norton on.Tees on Mon.
day and Tuesday, and Northumberland
at Neweastle on Wednesday and Thurs:
day. There were five changes from the
side which had sueh an unhappy ex-
pericnee ot Porthill last week against
Yorks, I, R. S, Patterson, V. T, Tro.
man, Reg. Halton, L. Lowe, and F.
Tuylor being replaced by C. (. Clarke,
E. Broderick, G. Pedley, R, Hanmond,
and W. Stubbs, It could not, of course,
he classed ay the county's best XI., but
it was the best that could be secured
for the trip, and it was a useful all.
round team, Indeed, it proved itself
such by a meritorious day’s work against
Durham on Monday,  Neither was the
home side entirely representative, with-
out A, I, Parnaby, W, T. Charlton, and
the brothers Admmson, 1 believe it was
the first time Staffordshire have played
nt Norton, n village with quite a good
grownd, and a strong league club, near
to Stockton-on-Tees. The wicket was dry
and fast, and looked likely to break up
to some extent before the end of the
mateh, in the absenece of rain, though
ericket pitches often belie their appear.
ance in o oactual play, 8o it was ime
possible to say what advantage the side
batting first woulid enjoy, but it seemed
Fairly certain that they would have an
advantage it the piteh remained dry. In
these  circumstances  the  Staffordshire
captain ought, of course, to have lost
the toss, but, strange to stay, he won it
when it looked worth something,

A USEFUL START

Royv Smith and Bernard  Hollowood
went out to open the batting in cold and
rather threatening  weather, and  had
the task of withstanding the onslanght of
I, I. Herbert, rast left-arm, and Latch-
ford, medium, with the new ball, On
the hard piteh Herbert looked really
fast, and he twice hit Hollowood on the
left thigh, blows which must have been
paintul, but the batsman just rubbed it
and carried on. e was tied down to
very slow scoring, hmt Smith progressed
quicker, and the pair suceessfully wore
some of the edge off the bowling, scoring
54 for the first wicket in 65 minutes,
Curr Lind just previously been ecalled up,
and  Hollowood got a0 bit mised  with
one that went through quickly and was
Ihw, Geo. Pedley played Carr so com
tortably for a few minutes  that  he
seemed likely to he another good part-
ner for Smith, but he made a dreadful
hash of an ultra.slow off -break from a
lett arm bowler, J. Grigor, and let it
bhowl him. He shaped to go forward to
it, changed hiz mind, stopped halfway,
and made no stroke at all, It was a pity,
for he looked like getting runs and pro-
bably would have done but for that fatal
moment of indecision,  But when Tkin
mishit another of the slows towards
cover and did not respond promptly to
Smith's eall for a run, with the result
that he just failed to get in, it was even
a greater pity.  John was evidently in.
terested in watehing the ball which Lo
hadd not got hold of properly and was
unprepared for a sharp single. It le
had sent his partner back Smith woull
probably have been run out, so lie mads
an unsuceesstul dash for it. It he hal
heen ready to go at once he would have
got there, but even so it was a riskv run,
and it was the striker's eall, so Bov wacs
not free from blame, '
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CRICKET

AN EXCELLENT PARTNERSHIP

With three wickets down for 67 things
were not so good, but 8mith and Clarke
proceeded to put Staffordshire on velvet
by adding 109 for the fourth wicket in
an hour amd threeaquarters, and (doing
it by really good hatting,  Carr howled
very steadily, varied his paces and tested
the batamen more than anyone else, hut
both maintained a sound defence il
seored a3 opportunity offered, at the
same time getting most of their runs at
the other end.  Smith had got his 50 out
ol 70 in just under an hour and a-half
without a mistake, aml when eventually
he reached the century for the first time
in his carcer in any class of ericket the
sune stroke sent up 150, He had then
batted two hours and 40 minutes, ad
his only possible chanee was one late in
his innings, which many fielders would
not have touched, By an acrobatic effort
the fielder got his left hand to it, but
coulil not grip it.  Tlis only other stroke
of fortune wias when the umpire gave
hime the benefit of the doubt in respect
to an appeal for a low catech by the
wicket-keeper standing back to Herbert.
His seare was then 65, Tt was the slow
left hander who at last ended Smith's
preat innings, or I would rather say ho
ended it himgelf, for standing back to
nake o foreing shot on the off<ide he
failed to middie the ball and put a soft
cateh into the hawds of point, The
number of fours an his long score, viz,
9, was not much guide to the power of
his strokes, for being always “on the
carpet,” many glorious shots were fielded
near the boundary,  He put his fall
strength behind his square cuts and ofi.
drives, amd got most of his runs on that
side of the wicket. e batted in all
just three hours,

A VIGOROUS TAIL

Clarke stayved to reach an excellent 50,
a polished and chanceless innings, which
showed the Burton player at his hest,
anul that is very good. He showed facility
in late cutting and gliding, and occa-
sionally drove with plenty of power, and
except for getting rather dangerously on
top of one or two balls from Carr he
timed everything to a nicety, and made
hiz first mistake when Latehford seewel
to deceive him with & slower ball which
lie put up to deep mid-off. He leit at
200 afrer batting nearly an hour and
three.quarters, and Hammond kept Stan.
ley Crump company while another 31
were added, his defence being straight
and sound until he pulled a short one
on to the bottom of the leg stum) in
A mest curious way in trving to hook it.
Crinp was in aggressive mood, and
hooketl and drove so well that he soon
liad a quartet of fours and a maguificent
hook for six.  After another four for ,
smash past cover, he indulged his love
of hooking to the extent of picking one
that was not short enough, and so
missed his 50 when he looked certain to
gel it.

The skipper has struck a very baq
pateh, and he failed again, but the ninth
wicket took the score from 251 to 290 in
20 minutes, Broderick might have been
caught in the slips, but had then hit
five fours, two being capital straight
trives, nnd Shardlow went for the bow].
ing with great gusto. Urigor's slowgy
were greatly to his liking, and besidey
several houndaries he straight drove lhé
Ia\fl~||pl\«lt'r clean over the sight screen
for six.  Altogether Staffordshire batted
four hours and 20 minutes.

A WELL VARIED ATTACK

Durham had rather more than an hour
and threcauarters to bot before the
close, and though the wicket still played
well the varied and aceurte SMafford
shire bowling, skilfully mnnugc(i by \\'-
A, Adums, made such in-roads that i«'hon‘
stumps were drawn they wanted 115
mns toosave the follow-y with only
four wickets in hanl, Stubbs got a fine
pace at the start, and wag commendably
aceurate,  whilst Broderjek wis :\t‘ his
best ab the other end, bowling .\\'ith vill‘\b\
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though he got no wickets. Townsend,
the Durham captain, made twa ur three
gool strokes, and then siave an easy
eateh at mid.on in trying to hook the
fust bowler, Beresford stayed 56 minutes
for 10, and then Ikin trapped him leg
before, and Crump, who in two short
spells, one at each end, bowled 11 overs
for eight runs, got Barron, a left-hand
bat, easily caught at short leg. Bailey,
a forcing bat new to county cricket, was
rather severe on  Ikin, but  Shardlow
came on to take a sharp return, and in
the same over had Manners with an
egregious long-hop, which the batsman
tried to hit square, but which kept low
and bowled him, to the amusament of
everyone. except the batsman. Latch-
ford il tirigor, by stone-walling,
scemed likely to play out time, but a
brain-wave of the captain’s gave the last
over to Pedley, and Latehford played
his third ball on. That was the end of
a perfect day from a Staffordshire point
ol view,

DURHAM DIE FIGHTING

The weather held fine on Tuesday, hut
the strong, cold  wind  persisted, By
getting rid of the four outstanding Dur.
ham wickets in three-quarters of an hour
for an addition of 52 runs Staffordshire
almost assured ultimate victory, for the
hame ecounty followed on 161 behind.
Carr, the big hitter, accompanied Grigar
to the wicket, and should have been
stumped off Pedley before seoring, but
Hammond was not quick enough, and
allowed him to get back. Carr then
straight drove Pedley out of the ground,
acroxs the adjacent railway, and through
a window of one of the station buildings.
Hollowond failed to hold a fast ball at
point off the slow bowler, but Pedley
had some eompensation when Shardlow
made a remarkable one-handwed eateh at
the second attempt near the long-on
boundary,  Pedley's spin beat the left-
lianded,  Grigor, and Crup, relieving
Stubbs, bowled Glen with his first ball,
The last wicket gave some trouble and
added 30 before Shardlow came on to
get Austin cleverly sapped up at short
leg. Both the last two hatsmen had been
previously missed at the wicket. Austin
offering a cateh off Pedley, and Herbert
a chance of stumping off Crump's leg-
break. Crump's analysis testifies to his
steaddiness, and Shardlow  and Pedley
citme out extremely  well, though the
Last-named would have had better figures
but for missed chances.

BAD LENCTH BOWLING

The expectations that the dry wicket
woulil crumble were entirely talsified,
for it played equally well right to the
end. Fast bowlers could get no lite out
of it but it was always moderately
responsive to spin, - After the roller it
Wias s easy as at any stage of the gamne,
and Townsend and Beresford put up 63
m 45 minutes hefore Crump got rid of
the Durham  s<kipper,  who, curinusly
enoughy was at one point caught off two
conseeutive no-balls from Stubbs,  Ikin
followed with a usetul wicket, but Barron
hit well while Beresford plodded slowly
oncand the pair added 83 for the thind
wicket, The breaking of this partner-
~lip by Broderick was followed by some-
thing ot a collapse.  Beresford, whn was
at the wicket an hour and 50 minutes,
soon fell to a very smart cateh, low down
on the off side, by Hammond, but Grigor
and Carr added 30 in 15 minutes, both
taking advantage of ton many slow bally
of bad Jength. Crump, who took the
wickets of three dangerous men, and
Shardlow, who proved effective amongst
the Later batsmen, prevented any chance
of Durham saving the game, though the
left-hander, like Pedley, served up sote
short ones, and sucl’ had balls  gave
Grigor nearly all his runs, The fielding
was not as Keen as usual.

In wiping off the arrears and setting
Staffordshire 55 runs o gety the
Northernera (lid  better thain was  ey.
peeted. and better than they would have
ll‘(\nf‘ it the bowling had heen mMore con.
dstent in length, Most of e bowlers,
h-»\\'«-\'ur.‘ \lifl something wseful,  and
Shardbow’s six wickets in e hateh tor
umlv!‘ ﬂ\w.l Yuns aepicee was an important
contribution  ty  the victory,
Crump's steadiness whilst ~|'

hall both ways, 30

s Wits
mning the

ROCK-LIKE ROY SMITH

Staffordshire lost three wickets hefure
Pedley made the winning hit.  Clarke,
who opened beeause Hollowood  was
stightly indisposed, had the bad tuck to
touch a ball that swung late and was
caught at the wicket; Ikin mishit a ball
he would normally have scored four runs
from, and Crump tried to cut a ball he
could hardly reach, and gave the wicket.
keeper another chance. All the time
Smith was as steady a9 a rock, and had
the satisfaction, though facing the new
ball in both innings, of scoring 140 runs
in the match for once out, which put
into the shade anything he had pre-
viously done in conunty cricket,

Seores and analysis :—

STAFFORDSHIRE.—1st Inns.

R. Smith ¢ Herbert b Grigor ... .... 116
A. B, Hollowood 1bw b Carr -

G, Pedley b Grigor
J. T. Ikin run out
C, C. Clarke ¢ Townsend b Lateiford 51
S, Crmp b Herbert .. ;
R. Hammond b Herbert
E. Broderick ¢ Manners b Carr
W. A, Adams b Manners ....
1. Shardlow ¢ Beresford b Grigor
W. Stubbs not out

2nd Inns.
R. 8mith not ..

G. Pedley not out . 10
J. T. Ikin ¢ Glen b Grigor ........ 10
C. C. Clarke ¢ Austin b Latehford ... o
S. Crump ¢ Austin b Carr .. o B
Extras . 6

Total (3 wkts.) ... 55

DURHAM.—1st Inns.
D. C. H. Townsend ¢ Smith b Stubbs 19

J. Beresford lbw b ITkin .................. 10
H. B, Bailey ¢ and b Shardlow ... 28
W. Barron ¢ Stubbs b Crump .. 6
E. Manners b Shardlow ... 0
Latehford b Pedley .. 6
J. Grigor b Pedley ..... . 16
Carr ¢ Shardlow b Pe¢ 9
D. Glen b Crump ... 2

A. W, Austin ¢ Ikin b Shardlow 15
F. I, Herbert not out ....
Extras .,

Total ........ R 1.1, {
2nd Inns.

D. C. H. Townsend lbw b Crump ... 1
J.Beresford o Hammond b Broderick 41
Il E. Bailey Ibw b Ikin ... w3
W, Barron b Broderick ... .
E. Manners ¢ Broderick b Pec ev 8

Latehford b Crump .17
J. Grigor not out . 39
Carr b Crump . 20
D, Glen b Shardlow . .9
Ao W Austin ¢ Clarke b urndlow g
F. L Herbert b Shardlow 0

Extras ... 8

Total ... 215




Staffordshire v.
Northumberland

HEAVY SCORING AT
" JESMOND

By THE CRITIC

Going on from Norton to Neweastle,
Staffordshire commenced o mateh with
Northwmberland on the excellent eounty
ground at Jesmond on Wednesday, The
pitch was in perfeet condition for run-
getting, and by the end of the day 423
runs had been scored for the loss of 13
wickets. The home county had an advan.
tage at the close of play. getting within
89 of the visitors' score  with  seven
wickets in hand,  Northumberland ean
command a powerful side, especially in
batting, and they were at practieally ful}
strength with the exception of Usher, a
hand-hitting amatenr, whose place was
taken by Horace Lee. one of the maost
brilliant batsmen in the Minor Counties.
They included an old stalwar! in Mackay,
a fine young batsman in Goulden, now
in his second season of county cricket,
and Murray, an 18-vears-old batsman,
who luul created a mild sensation by
seoring 175 runs in his first three innings
for the county, including a century and
a half-century, without once losing his
wicket, As the Jesmond wicket js
alway~ full of runs in the absence of
rain, the Staffordshire bowlers were likelv
to be severely tested. o

A BAD START AND RECOVERY

The Staordshire captain won the toss,
but there was no advantage in batting
first unless there was a change in the
weather.  Bernard Hollowood (not fully
recovered from a bad coldy and Roy
Smith opened the Staffordshire innings,
and as both had gone with only 21 runs
scored, the start was disastrous.  IHollo
wool was eaught at  the  wickef, and
Smith bowled in trying to get Bootl,
slow left arm, away to the on. Pedley
showed how useful he woul] be if he
could play more county cricket, by play.
ing the fast bowling of Allan, the cleverly
nmixed slows of Booth, and three change
howler<, without difficulty or mistake,
for an hour and 23 minutes, At the
other end Tkin was master of all the
bowling, and the pair adided 66 runs for
the third wicket. Then Pedley fell to a
stow vorker. He was especially neat in
his late cutting and gliding, and made
several straight drives that never left
the ground.

Clarke helped Ikin to put on 30, and
wis then beaten by a choice leg-break.
A further 42 came from the association
of Tkin and Crump, the yYoung left-
hander hitting a six and seven fours
i oa st of two hours and 10 minntes,
aned Iosing Lis wichet in die same wily
az Pedley by hitting over a yorker.Crumyp
soon followed him as the result of a
hesitant stroke which presented back-
ward shortleg with an easy catel. Sy
wickets for 163 was not good enough on
such o wicket, but the later  batamen
showed up well.  Hammond and Bro-
derick adided 31 runs by gond batting if
alittle slow, and when Haummond was
caught on the boundary, Shardlow hit 5
four and a4 six to send up the second
handred By a bad stroke e made way
for the captain, who had the depressing

recond of two runs in five innings, 1Mo
broke the spell by starting off with a
fine dow ddrive for four, llowed by two
more boundaries. A little later hie drove
a glorivus six clean over the trees into
the cemetery, and from the other end got
another sin with an off drive into the
pavilien enclosure, Besides his two sixes,
i~ hits were four fours, a three, a two.
andd two singles, amd he seored his 37
out of 43 in 25 minutes.  He might well
have got more it he had continued to
use hiz reach and hit straight, but he
tricd to mow a leg-break with fatal re-
sult. Broderick carried his  bat after
Latting correctly for an hour and 23
winute s, The Swffordshire innings
lasted practically four hours.

GOOD BATTING AND GOOD FORTUNE

Nortchumberland Tost Shielil, caught at
the wicket with only six runs scofed,
but Mackay and Goulden put on 77 in
75 minutes. Loth batting well, though
the Staffordshire players were di<satis.
fidl with a couple of decisions, Mackay
was early ziven the benefit of the doubt,
it such there was, in an appeal for Ihw
by Cramip, and when Clarke threw the
wicket down there was a loud appeal for
run out ngast Goulden,  Tkin efferted
a separation in his secomld over, and Lee
was extremiely fortunate to survive his
first quarter of an hour. He eould make
nothing of Shardlow, who deserved his
wicket.  First of all he hit Ikin up to
long-off, but Pedley apparently lost sight
of the ball and did not move to it. Then
Shardlow almost bowled  him  three
times, amd on one occasion he jumped
out and looked much like being stuniped,
but the decision was in his favour. He
lad only scored 10 when Adams failed
to hold ‘a cateh at mid off from Shard.
low’s bowling, and only just failed to
secure it at the second attempt. He
fost Mackay at 159, bowled in Pedley’'s
second over, but the bowlers met with
ho further success. Mackay got his runs
in two hours, and hit a six and 10 fours.
It was an admirable innings, and was the
main feature of the Northerners® strong
bid for a first innings lead. Before the
close Lee hit a splendid six clean out
of the field near the pavilion, but his 38
included no fewer than 16 singles, which
must be an unusual proportion for Lim.

STAFFORDSHIRE DESERYED MORE
THAN ONE POINT

Brilliant Batting by Clarke and Smith

Good Dbatting by Lee and Murray,
aided by White, secured first innings
points for Northumberland, but though
the home county passed the Statfor.
shire score with five wickets in hand,
they got a lead of only 14, Shardlow,
who had had bad luck, came into his
own with four wickets for seven in his
last 2} overs, and Ikin also bowled well.

After two Staffordshire vilckets had
gone for nine runs, Smith and Clarke
shared the most brilliant’ partnership
seen on behalt of the eounty for a long
time. They scored 128 in 63 minutes by
splendid hitting without a mistake, un-
til Clarke tried a pull once too often,
and, the ball keeping low, was bowled,
Ife hit a fine square six and 10 fores,
and Smith, with a dozen fours, secmed
certain of his second century of the
tour until Hollowood ealled him for an
ill judged second run which codt him
his wicket, a piecce of extremely bad
luck. He was another great innings,
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q&lxdttho only. ﬂn\:’ wula A possible chiancg
of stunmiping on the leg si
he was xoug_ = ‘g side ju Letore:
Forcing the pace Stafordshire |, g
more wickets, but the captain wag ul.l,
to declare at tea tiume, and set the lu)x;|&
nnfle 231 to get in two hours, Two gm)s
wickets were soon captured, Lyt Shivng
and Lee held up for a time, and ,':.l
put an end to the mateh about halr. . »l
tive, . I3
r’fhuug]n they got only
of six, which reduced the ercentage fr,
66.66 tn 54.16, they wvr(! by unb:,,fxr;,:':
isgraced, and gave a creditable iw
against what may be the MOSt powerfy)
side in the Minor Counties’ competitj.g,

STAFFORDSHIRE.—13¢ Inny,
R. Smith b Booth

one paing 4,y

A. B, Hollowood ¢ Dixon b Bootl, i
G, Pedley b Robson TR 40
J. T. Ikin b Lee ... 5
C. G, Clarke b Bootl, . ' 13
S. Crump ¢ Shield b Robson a
It Hammond ¢ Goulden b Robsyy 13
E. Broderick not out ... . 22
B Shardlow ¢ Lee b Boot, 1
Wo AL Adams b Robson 37
W. Stubbs ¢ amnd b Robson ’ 4

Extras . 5

Total ... 235

2nd Inns,

L Smith ran out . 51
A B Hollowood 1w b oo, 7 3
Go Pedley b Saunders P l;
J. T. Ikin ¢ Dixon b Booth o 1
C. Co Clarke b Saunders 67
So Cramp e and b Boogly e 2
R Hammond Ibw b Kobson e 5
E. Broderick st Dixon b Robson [

B. Shardlow not out -
Extras

Total (inns, clogedy 2;;
NORTHUMBERLAND.—14; Inng

W. 8. Shield ¢ Hammond b Reuhy
T. Goulidden b Ikin . WED

W, Gl Mackay b l’.:«.l.l.;'_\'. G E:Im
H. C. Lee ¢ Adams b Ikin . -
L Murray ¢ Hollowod b Sharr.. o
Robson b Tkin ... ‘ ...... Tl s
T. A, White b Ikin 77 25
U, HL Saunders ¢ Pedley 1) Spo aw
N. Dixon not out . l) =Bl !
oL Alan b Shardipw T
Booth <t Hammond b Shardlow 1
Extras 3
Total 2]".3
2nd Inns,
W 50 Shidld no oul . 5
T. Goulden ¢ Tkin 1y Stublys l;
W. G Maekay e Tkin y 3 U
H. CoLee not out | ‘nh s {l
Extras i ;
Total (2 WKts.) G

BOWLINC ANALYS|§
Statfs.—1st Tnns, 2ad Inns
O M RoW, o, MoLLw,

Allan 33 6 80 ¢ —_—
Booth ... 2610 75 3 3y 5
Rubwn 1035 56 5 330 o
Saunders 7 1 23 g 17 2 31 E
Lee L7251 g g g2

Northumberland. —1st Iuns. 24 Iy

O M. R.W., o !
Swhbs w3y 5 13 “1
(‘n'mpl 24 1 66 0 T3 50
Broderiek .7 2 15 ¢ __° ° "
Shardlow . 9337 68 1 5 o
Thin 20186 3 33 ) ;
Pedley 30 1 Lo 54
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STAFFORDSHIRE'S
MATCH WITH
YORKSHIRE IL

Rain Causes Early
Suspension

ONLY TWO OVERS
BOWLED

A, W. Ikin, the Bignall End
cricketer who last played for
Staffordshire in 1931, was recalled
to the county team to-day when the
return match with Yorkshire II. was

begun at Wakefleld.

Following the changes which had to be
made in the Staffordshire team on
Saturday, Fred Taylor, the Burslem

rofessional, was unable to play, and A.

Ikin was called upon to fill the last-
minute vacancy.

Staffordshire, who were hoping tu gain
revenge for their defeat at Porthill early
last month. included two players who
were making their frst appcarance In
Minor Counties' cricket. They were T. R.
Deighton, the wellknown Staffordshire
golfer, who Is a master at Denstone
College, and J. E. Blair, the Stafford
wicket-keeper. In the absence of W. A.
Adams, Staffordshire were captained by

L. E. Gale.
THE TEAMS

Yorkshire II. were strongly represented
under the captaincy of E. J. H. Dixon, the
Oxford Blue. Colonel R. €. Chichester-
Constable, the usual captain, was suffer-
ing from an injured shoulder. In the
Yorkshire side was the Cambridge Blue,
M. Kaye. Teams:—

Yorkskire.—E. J. H. Dixon, M. A. C. P.
Kaye, Halliday, Wetherill, Watson,
Beaumont, Hamer, Cawthray, Tomlinson,
Crick, Vickers.

Staffordshire.—L. E. Gale, R. Smith, R.
S. Patterson, C. C. Clarke, T. R. Deighton,
S, Crump, A. W, Ikin, E. Broderick, J. E.
Blair, B, Shardlow, W. Stubbs.

The wicket had been covered over the
week-end and aﬁppeared to be in excellent
condition. Staffordshire won the toss and
took first innings, but hardly had play
started when rain began to fall and the
;I)‘layers were driven back to the pavilion.

wo runs had been scored In two overs.
The rain persisted and it was quickly
decided that no further play was possible
before lunch.

The rain had ceased after lunch, but
an inspection of the wicket revealed |t
unfit for play. "A further inspection, it
was announced, would be made at 4.15
p.m.

STAFFORDSHIRE
R 8MITH not out ................. ATYTTTON
R 8 PATTERSON not out «.......coorssrns

‘i’ohﬂ[(ﬂor 10 WKE) couvioeae

1
1
2
No further play ye
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COUNTY CRICKET

Staffordshire v. Yorkshire II.

DISAPPOINTMENT AT
WAKEFIELD

—_—
By THE CRITIC

Staffordshire begun the return match
with Yorks. II. at Wakefield on Monday.
It is literally true to say they begun, but
it would nat be correct to say they (id
anything more than that, for after pre-
cisely five minutes play, during which
one uneventful over was bowled at each
end, rain drove the players back to the
pavilien, and continued long enough to
make the already soft wicket unplayable
for the day. The captaing and umpires
inspected the pitch many times during
the long wait, and the hope of getting
some crickel was not abandoned until
5-30. The weather continued dull with
httle wind, and there wag nothing to
dry the saturated pitch, occasional light
rain also delaying the process of re.
covery. It was a pity, for the wicket
was a benuty, a perfect piece of natural
turf.  Having won the toss L. E, Gale
gained an advantage that might have
been decisive if the match ocould have
proceeded, for the pitoh at the start was
soft enough to play easily for some time,
with the prospect of becoming difficult
as it dried out. But the rain wiped that
advantage out, for however it might
play on Tueasday there was little chance
of finishing the mateh in one day, and
first innings points would do nothing to
improve StaHordshire's percentage. But
for that brief start, the muatch would
have been plaved as a one-day match,
and decided on the first innings.

In the absence of W. A. Adams, Leslie
Gale actod as captain, and there were
several lute changes in the constitution
of the team. R. Hammond was unable
to play. and-the Stafford wicket-keeper,
J. E. Blair, obligingly filled the vacancey.
J. T. Ikin was required to play in a
league mateh in Lancashire on Tuesday,
nud F, Taylor met with an accident at
home late on Saturday night. T, R.
Deighton, one of the Denstone College
masters, also responded to a late invita.
tion, and A. W. Ikin was on Sunday se-
cured to take the place of his son after
an absence from the county team of
sevel years.

In the five minutes' play two runs
were scored by R, Smith and R. S, Pat.
terson.

A SATURATED WICKET

Further disappointment was in store
on  Tuesday, for though there was no
rain after 8 a.m. beyond just a few
drops in the forenoon, the aiready wet
wicket hald been saturated by a heavy
shower between 7.0 and 8.0, and in the
absence of either sun or wind to dry it
there was practically no improvement
up to lunch time, Tn the hope that
some play weculd be possible an early
lunch was taken, but a further inspec.
tion resulteq in the abandonment of the
match just before 2 o'clock, when’it was
obvious that play would not be possible
for several hours if at all. For all the
players it vas, of course, an exasper-
ating experlence, and it was especially
regreltable in the case of T. R. Deigh.
ton and J, E. Blair, who had responded
to late invitations to play for the
county for the first time.

Five minutes’ play on Monday morn.
ing produced the following scores :—

8TAFFORDSHIRR

R. Smith not out

R. 8. Patterson not out

vsoesiarinas

0o | oo

Tot,

0. C. Clarke, I, E. Gale, T.
Deighton, 8, Crump, A, W, Ikin, ?}
Broderick, J. E. Blair, B, Shapdior”
and W. Stubbs did not bag, ...
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LEAGUE

 “The Enemy"” at Large

BAD LUCK OF LONGTON AND
'PORTHILL

By THE ORITIO

BAD weather, that arch enemy of
cricket, made a sad mess of last
Saturday’s programme. There was so
uuch ran in the latter part of the week,
and  such frequent and drenching
tlowers on Baturday morning, that the
wonder was not that play was greatly
interfered with, but that there was any
rlay anywhere. My own visit to Long.
t wus a fruitless journey, for there
was no play at all, and the same dis-
appointinent was experienced at Port.-
Lill. where Knypersley were the vial.
tors.  All the clubs have euffered more
or lesz severely in a financial sense this
scason from the fact that the summer
lis so far produced only one or two
duys when cricket could be watched in
warm, summery conditions, but Long-
ten and Porthill, and perhaps some
others, have been specinlly unfortunate,
Hoth have had the *“gate” ruined at thelir
most altractive anatches.

To take the case of Longton, bad
weather has intervened for their home
matches with the two top clubs, Burs.
Iem und Nantwich, and their nearest
neighbours and local rivals, Caverswall,
and the loss would probably be under-
etated at £50. The case of Porthil] is
somewhat similar, for though, prior to
Saturday, they have always been able
to play duing some part of the after-
hibon or evening, the conditions have
been so bad for their best drawing fix.
tures that the receipts have been almost
nhegligible,  Following upon a disastrous
scason in the same sense in 1937, this
Lind of experience makes it extremely
<ifficuit for clubs to psy their way.
Generally speaking, however, they fuce
their misfortunes philosophically, and
riise monev by a variety of exiraneous
<fforts, both in summer and winter.

CHOICE OF INNINQS !

Fortine smiled on Nantwich and
Riythe Works, at least comparatively,
for they were the only competitors who
were a{ﬂo to play and win. And the
Cheshire town’ was the only place where
there was no interference. With a wet
wicket end a drying wind one would
lhave thought batting first would be
likely to prove a definite advantage.
According to all one's own experience
such wickets generally play easily at
first, anl less easily after two or three
Thours of a drying wind, besides which
the natural outling up of the wicket
during the first innings is a factor of
some importance.

Bo the decision of the Bilverdale cap-
tuin on winnir? the toss to give the
fiome side the first innings sounds like
mistahen policy, and the result appears
to bong out the idea, fog I understand
that the ball wae nipping more quidkly
off the pitch late in the oon, to the
discomfiture of the Silverdale betsmen,
It is, in faot, significant that the team
batting last had the worse of the argu.
ment in three of the four games,

&
exception belng at Leek, where the pitoh
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remained easy-paced throughout. Here
also Burslem, on winning the toss, sent
the hame team in first, but I suspect
the consideration was the threat of more
rain, and the hope that their effective
bowling would enable them o snatch a
win while the weather held. It did not
rain and Leck were able to declare, but
Burslem had no difficulty in holding
their own, and even finished in a strong
position.

CREWE'S PRECARIOUS POSITION

Stone had a struggling time at Norton,
but succeeded in saving a valuable
point, and as the Alexandra were beaten
at Cresswell they drop to the bottom
of the table instead of being bracketed
with two competitors in that position.
The Crewe side have made their situa.
tion much more precarious by losing
consecutive matches to two of their
lowly rivals,

There was a long wait at Longton,
but the plot was so saturated and muddy
thut even the preparation of a fresh
wicket held out little hope of play. It
was nearly 5 o'clock wlien the cetains
gave it up, and a few minutes later there
was another considerable shower,

RESULT3 IN BRIEF:

Blythe Works 116, Crewe Alexandra 70.

Nantwich 179, Silverdale 61.

Teek 150 for 8 (dec.), Buralem 81 for 2,

Norton 120 for 8 (dec.), Stone 42 for 7.

Porthill v. Knypersley, no play.

Longton v. Caverswall, no play.

LEAQUE TABLE

. P. W. L. D Pts,
~Burslem L1811 2 1 03
Nantwich 14 8 4 2 28
Knypersley 14 7 4 3 24
Norton ..... 14 7 4 3 24
Caverswall .14 6 4 4 2
kK ... 14 5 3 6 21
Longton .14 8 § 3 21
Porthill ... 14 5§ 6 3 18
Blythe Works 14 4 9 1 13
Bilverdale 3 9 211
Stone  ........ 3 9 2 11
Crewe Alex. 2 8 4 10

ARTHUR SMITH'S HIGHEST SCORE
'OF THE SEASON

Though he has only twice been oug
for a single figure score, Arthur 8mith,
the Norton profeasional, had prioe to
Baturday only once reached 60- 54
against Teok on Whit Monday, 8o
carrying his bat through ngainat Stone
for 75 of the 129 for six ut whicl the
Norton innings was declared, ho made
his hifhest, score of tho senson, Iy was
only the third time that he hag seored
as many as 30, which {s remarkable;
and he ought really to have heen out at
about that score on this oceasion, for
he jumped in to Bhardlow without con-
necting and should have been stumped,
That wae the only chance he offered In
an innings of much charm which lasted
two hours. The conelstency with which




STAFERDS HRE ApvﬁﬂsmSATu@Ay 16 Juy 1938 -3

he has made between 20 and 30 is indi-

cated by an average of almost 29 with
o mot out innings to  help it until
Saturday,

There was o late start and several in.
terruptions, andt Stone had  no great
dificulty .in playing out time, in spite
of an ahpost sensationally  successful
spell by the Norton eaptain, W, Deakin.
He tried most of his  bowlers before
going on himself, and Stanley Weleh
had bowled well without maging any
great impression.  The Stone batsmen
appeared to be so . obsessed with the

need for eaution that several were
caugl  from unnatural and tame
strokes, and In seven overs Deakin

secured five wickets for six runs. On
the soft pitch he turned the ball back,
but was inclined to be short and was a

little  flattered by wuch outstanding
figures.
ERIC BRODERICK IN BATTING
FORM

Rain played an  unpleasant part in
the game in which the League leaders
figured at Highfield. The start was not
much delayed, but the wicket was soft,
the out-fiecld slow, and the ball wet
most of the time. Just when the ground
was beginning to dry under the In-
fluence of the strong wind, rain storms
supervened to delay the game and wet
the surface again. One such shower
help up the proceedings for the greater
part of an hour, and after a shorter in-
terval during the Burslen innings an
unpleasant drizzle persisted  without
being sufficiently heavy to send the
players in again,

So bowlors had a rather thankless
task. Batting two hours Leck pug to.
&ether 130 for six before declaring, and
giving the visitors about an hour and
a-half to bat.  The feature of the Leek
innings was the excellent batting of E.
Broderick, who went in first in the
absence of Len Crump and tock out his
bat for 75. e played Taylor and Roy
Hollowood with skil! and confidence,
and made only one slight error. At 26
he played Taylor to leg without keep.
iug the ball down, but Artnur Birch,
ficlding wvery close fn ut short leg,
found the ball too quick to make a
cateh, Otherwise he was in ne diffi-
culty, made no faulty  stroke, ani
seored neatly nll round the wicket, His
chief helper was  Harol( Birch, who
contributed £9 towards a sixth-wicket
partnership of 66,

Hollowood  secured  three of the
wickets which raised his nggregate for
the season to exactly 50, hut Taylor
found the piteh too lifeless, and his two
wickets cost him 48 runs. Burslem were
never within sight of getting the runs.
C. G. Dexter made 23, not out, and T. G.
Hollowood 22.

VALUAIA WIN FOR BLYTHE
WORKS

The mateh at Cresswell was fraught
with  fateful consequences for both
sides. It was the second consecutive
away match of the Alexandra against
cther teams also in the relegation zone,
and their experience ay Silverdale was
ropeated  with  curious exactitude,
Whereas ,8ilverdale scored 114 against
them nn«i dbsmissed them for 76, the
Works totalled 118 and got rid of their
visitors for 70, The only differcnce was
that they were sent in first at Silverdale,
and the home team lost only seven
wickets In scoring thelr 114 wherens
Bl{the Works batted figst and were all
out,
« A. E. Bennett again proved himself a
dependable opening bat by a more than
useful innings of 28, and C. Turner
later helped materlally with g7, 3. Hos.
8ack's off-spinners fbrought him  @ve
wickets for 31, and J. Prince, with aimi.
laz bowling except that being a lefi-arm
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bowler he was turning them the other
way, got four for 21, The Works atuack
was always a little too good for the visi-
tors, and again it was off-breaks that
did a good denl of the misqhiuf. for
George  Mayer came out with four
wickets for 24,
NANTWICH AS RUNNERS.-UP

Nantwich, profiting by the generosity
of Silverdale in giving them first use of
a sofy wicket, rubbed two points off the
long lead of Burslem, and as Kypers.

lev  and Norton had to be con.
tent with a point, bLecame for the
tinle  being  undisputed  ranners-up,

They did not give early promise of a
big score, but J. E. Smith (33) and G.
Jull (38) greatly improved matters, and
J. Sproston later hit up 30. F. Vardy
was nearly the only Silverdale bowler
who could get wickets, and eight fell
to him, but he was terribly expensive,
no fewer than 96 runs being scored
from him.

Silverdale batsmen were at sea with
Maybury's cleverly mixed bowling, and
the Nantwich captain took his total of
victims for the season to 58 by captur.
ing seven wickets for 32 Fred Stecle,
of football fame, batted nicely in col.
lecting 20 of Silverdale's modest 61,

ERDINGTON v. LICHFIELD

Lichficld visited Erdington on Satur.
day and won with a margin of 10 runs.
F. Oram, for the visitors, took five
wickets for 30. Scores:—

Lichfield : Plant o G, Strivens L Cwl.
ling 6, Ashpole b Strivens 39, Lidwell
L Shelton 13, Stockley ¢ Codling 1
Strivens 6, Brown ¢ Codling b Sutton 4,
Temple Ibw b Sutton 0, Mellor b Sutton
19, Ellett ¢ and b Strivens 1, Hamilton
b Sutton 0, Oram not out 1, Marlow st
Clements b Strivens &, extras 5; totnl 96,

Erdington: L. V. Strivens b Mellor
14, Clements ¢ Temple b Oram 3, M. R.
Strivens ¢ Ashipole b Mellor 14, Gwin.
nell b Oram 1, Codling st Temple b
Ashpole 12, G. C. Strivens ¢ Aslipole )
Oram 0, Hindson b Oram 13, Power c
and b Ashpole 7, Sutton not out 9, Dr.
Daly b Mellor 2, Haward b Orqg 1,
extras 10; total 86.
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DISMISS ' NORTHUMBERLAND
© .+ FOR 157 RUNS

..STAN. CRUMP TAKES THE
" "BOWLING

HONOURS

i

o
8

i

of four wickets for 34 runs,

. Playing for the first time on the Michelin Athletic Club's
ground at Stoke, Staffordshire accomplished a fine performance in
se:dismissing Northumberland ' for.
ZAlthough E. J. Wakelin:had one fine spell in which he dismissed
three batsmen, Stan Crump took the bowling honours with a return

157 on an easy paced wicket.

hE

3 .

i 'Playing their second home match
ofithe season in the Minor Counties
cricket - championship, * against
Northumberland to-day, Statford-
‘shire tried a new venue, allotting the
3&1he to the ground of the Michelin

thletic Club.

{."The spacious Michelin ground 1s ideal
dor county cricket, and the members of
‘the club had shown their appreciation of
ithe  County Club's action by helping
flniduously- in the provision of extra
'seating accommodation,

i In thelr away games this scason,
'Staffordshire had done well and before
ite-day's match occupled sixth pusition
Yn-+ the table, Iimmediately behind
'Northumberland. The latter team, who
‘saiied a first innings points win against
‘Staffordshire last month, were beaten for
ithe .first time in a slow scoring game
‘again Yorkshire II yesterday.

%% LAST MINUTE CHANGE'
e ather, fortunately, was fine and
r'wm v:a',re:d a prompt start was possible,
The “;lcket was rather slow and soft after
the - recent rain, but Northumberland,
winning the toss, had no hesitation in

first. ‘
}?’E‘thu:‘visltors were represented by the
same team which lost to Yorkshire II., but
Staffordshire had to make a last minute
¢hange. * R. S. Patterson, the Walsall bats-
man, playing in a club match yesterday,
was hit in the face so severely that he
had to be taken to hospital for attention.
He had to withdraw from to-day's team
mMpd L. Crump, of Leek, took his place.
“Ug 'J. Wakelin, the Caverswall fast
$owler, assisting the county for the first
4ime this season, glpened the bowling for
‘Staffordshire with Taylor, against Mackay
g Murray.
?!»n'g'houzh {iackay square-cut Wakelin for
‘four and a late cut off Taylor brought
‘Murray a couple, the bowling was hostile,
Murray, in particular, was uncomfortable
against Taylor, while Mackey survived an
Lb.w. appeal from Wakelin. After 25
‘r’-mlnrlex‘tiel play, only 13 runs .had been
BCO! :

Jcored. . .
i), SHARDLOW'S SUCCESS
Pi'Bo far the wicket had played easily,
it the batsmen only made slow progress
untll-Mackay hooked Wakelin for a six.
("~ Followlrig this, with the score at 27,
Shardlow relieved Wakelin, and his first
Koﬁgﬂ d!smiss?dthMacka E.%ui'inhaﬁer a
similar appeal the previous ball had been
;nmtivetf Mackay had scored 19 of the
%8 runs obtained in three-quarters of an

i/ Staffordshire’s fielding was good and
‘Newman, who followed, just escaped being
aun ;out off the last ball of the over. At
132, Taylor, who had bowled without any
‘Juck: for eight overs, while conceding eight
Juns. was relieved by Crump.

r>Cpump also kept the batsmen defending,
'ad3when, at 38, he dismissed, Murray for
& patient 14..35thei lntnlngs had been in

ss for 65 minutes,

Wffm eventually Lee got four off
Bhardlow, it was a lucky hit, for it went
‘oft the ed;e of the bat past point. After
ithis, however, Lee began to show the best
batting .of the morning, driving'Crump
istraight and cutting Shardlow beautifully
ifor fours, and at 72 Ikin and Taylor
represented a Houble change. They were
unable to end the partnership, which at
lunch had taken the score to 88 and had
put Northumberland in a sound position.

WAKELIN’S SUCCESS
Quickly Captures Three

Wickets
Staffordshire quickly improved their
position after lunch, when Wakelln,

resuming with S. Crump, captured three
wickets, First of all, at 99, he had Lee
L.b.w. This playcr had batted about an
hour for his 41 runs, which included four
boundarles, and his aggressiveness was in
sharp contrast to the defensive play of his
colleagues. .

Wakelin, In his next over, bowled
Goulden with a ball of perfect length.
Thig was at 103, and Wakelin, continuing
?isé deadly spell, took another wicket at
l .

This third victim, secured in three overs
at a cost of 14 runs, was Newman, whose
innings had been so much a defensive one
that after an hour.and a half at the
wicket he had scored only 21 runs.

Newman was smartly caught at the
wicket _after touching a rising ball, and
thugs Blair, the Staffordshire wicket-
keeper, making his debut for the county,
as was T. R. Deighton, signalised his first
appearance. He had kept wicket well
throughout the match,

WHITE'S 8iX

Robson and White prevented an
further collapse, White hitting Wakelin fo¥
a six and four off successive balls, Taylor
was recalled in place of the fast bowler at
132, but it was Crump who got the next
wicket, Robson playing on at 138,

Northumberland's innings, which had
fluctuated considerably, ended on a note
of collapse, the last four wickets falling
in 10 minutes. The quick fall of wickets
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started at 150 when Tnglor gained reward
for consistently goo dbowling by taking
his first wicket. It was that of White, who'
had a six, three fours and a three in his
29, and who was well taken at the wicket.
One run later, Taylor bowled Hunting and
then Crump finished off the innings by
dismissing Saunders and Allen in
successive overs,

Eight wickets had fallen in 80 minutes
after lunch, while 69 runs were being
scored.

Wakelln had one fine spell, but the
bowlinf honours weait to Crump, whose
four wickets cost just over eight runs each.

STAFFORDSHIRE'S REPLY

Northumberland set an attacking field
when L. H. Crump and R. Smith opened
Staffordshire's reply. The batsmen opened
confidently, but with 10 scored in three
overs Smith was brilliantly caught in the

slips.

Pkin had a bright knock befure being
caught »and bowled. In contrast to
Northumberland, Staffordshire scored 29
runs in 20 minutes.

NORTHUMBERLAND
w'g MACKAY Ibw b 8h e 19
I MURRAY Ibw 14
N A NEWMAN ¢ Blaire 21
Ns LER Ibw b Wakelin ..., 41
T %ULDIN b Wakelin , 1
ROBSON b Orump (8) ..... 1
“T AW WHITE ¢ Mayer b . 20
O P M HUNTING b Taylor 4
§ thatlEN o g B ETine®) :
. n um
BOOTH not out ver..r.. oo °
. 10
Total ........... ersbererinened 57
% SMITH STAFFORDSHIR o7
TH ¢ Les b Allen
L H ORUMP net sut ..., = 1
J T IKIN o and b Booth .. 18
0,0 OLARKE net out ........ . .o
Total (for 2 wkts) ......... )
BOWLING ANALYSI(S
Northumbariand—First Innings
0. :
WaKeIN e, 15 L w8
Taylor .... . 17 1 ... a8 3
Shardlew 2 3 a8 2
8 Crump . 2.3 M 34 1
Ihin .o 3 ° 12 N
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STAFFORDSHIRE, led by W. A. Adams, taking the field for their
Minor Counties cricket figture against Northumberland at the Michelin
ground, Stoke, to-day.
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' TRIUMPH
- -BY FIVE
 WICKETS

NORTHUMBERLAND
 COLLAPSE

TAYLOR'S FINE
" BOWLING

‘Largely because of the brilliant
.batting of C. C. Clarke, who in an
innings.of 92 hit a six and 14 fours,
Staffordshire were in a sound
position when they resumed their
Minor Countjes cricket match with
Northumberland on the Michelin
Athletic ground, Stoke, to-day.

When Clarke went in last night,
Staffordshire had lost three wickets for
36 in response to a score of 157, but when
play ended they were 41 ahead with two
wickets in hand, =

This morning, in fine weather, Stafford-
shire quickly strengthened their position,
for Wakelin and Shardlow, the overnight
not outs, scored freely. Shardlow, who
l!st night hit a six, quickly drove Booth
straight for another, and he and Wakelin
took fours off- both bowlers, Booth and
Saunders.

.The result was that they added 36 in
under half an hour before Wakelin was
caught at the wicket at 234, Just
previously, Shardlow had been missed on
the boundary, and when he was last out
at 243, he had two sixes and two fours in
his 33. Staffordshire, therefore, had the
comfortable lead of 86.

DEIGHTON'S S8UCCESS

» When Northumberland commenced their
second innings, the bowling was opened
by Wakelin and T. R. Deighton, the
Denstone College master, who swings the
new ball. Wakelin was rather erratic,
but Deighton secured an early success, for
jn his third over, with 12 scored, he
knocked Mackay's off-stump out of the
ground. the batsman playing too late and

eing beaten by the swerve.

Newman, who next partnered Murray,
ogened shakily and almost gave a chance
off a half hit forward stroke off Wakelin.
The latter was relieved by Taylor at 31,
and seven runs later Newman was easily
sun out when his partner refused to run
a risky single.

Taylor puzzled Lee and twice beat him,
but just missed the stumtgs and when, at
49, Crump went on f{or efghton. scoring
became very slow.,

Lee remained uncomfortable, and after
almost giving a retuin catch to S. Crump,
was bowled in the same over at 64.

At thiz: tctal, Shardlow relieved
Taylor, and the new bowler, who was &ble
to. turn the ball. appreciably, neceded
careful watching. At lunch, Northumber-
Jand were still two runs in arrears, with
seven wickets in hand,

Murray cleared off Northumberland's
arrears when he turned Wakelin's first
ball after lunch to leg for his fourth
boundary in 43, but without any addition
he was bowled in the same over by a ball
which ltiegt,lowv and half the side was out
%lgen Robson was bowled by Taylor at
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MORE WICKETS FALL

Staffordshire made further progress
when Taylor bowled White at 117, and he
took his third wicket in three overs, at
the cost of three runs, when he bowled
Goulden ‘at 120, At this total, Shardlow
relieved Wakelin and dismissed Saunders
in his first over with the help of a catch
on the boundary by Deighton.

The\ last two wickets, one cach for
Sharlow and Taylor, fell at 124, and since
lunch seven wickets had fallen for 48
runs, the last five having dropped for
seven runs,

Taylor deserved the. bowling honours
with four for 28, -

Staffordshire were left to score 39 to

win.

Staffordshire did not win without some
shocks, for they lost five wickets before
doing so.

. ' 'NORTHUMBERLAND

First Innings: 157

',..'.. X Sesond Innings
- igh
) \'l'a' AOKAY l.li?'l ton

s‘%‘ JaLA, vl

|Sonos wiseniy

- »
»

Bbad

8lacodtens BIfalonisssza.

Total (for & whkis) .........
BOWLING ANALY3IS
Northumberiand—First Innings

0, M, R, ‘
'Y . Bt “...w.'
1 .. 98 .., ¢
s .. 2 ., 9
¢ .. 84 .., &
0 .. 12 ., 0
Nerthumheriand—8esond Innings
0, M. . R
Wakelin coovoneen 11 e 1 o0e :i ...wq'
eight | JRRTTINN RO T R
ayler ... 1;.5... e .. 98 .., 4
nardiow e & oo & o 18 )
URIN wqercivansncose 3 500 O vee 4 4o @
lmm&u-sﬂra lnnlnln
tem :. ‘o 87 v B iw, TP ....wc"
o 11 L BY L g -
we 0 .0 40 2
‘ $ ... 18 . 0
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. MINOR. COUNTIES
CRICKET
Staffs, v. Northumb_érland

FIRST COUNTY MATCH ON.
MICHELIN GROUND

By THE CRITIC

New ground was struck when a county
match between  Staffordshire  and
Northumberland was played on Wednes-
day and Thursday on the grouiid of the
Michelin Works at Boothen, Stoke, [
think everyone was pleased with the
ground. The wicket was a goud one, but
ruther soft, in spite of having  been
wholly covered for a few days. The
outfield was in niee condition, and the
environment is pleasant, Also the County
Club was, for a change, favoured by
genial weather for the first day's play,
though it turned dull and threatening
during the afternoon.

It can truly be said that, “taking one
consideration  with another,” a county
seeretary’s life “is not a happy one.”
For this  aateh  Staffordshire  had
apparently o strong side, but on Mon.
day Mr. L. W. lancock had to fill a
vacaney caused by the withdrawal of
L. E. Gale, and at 11 o'clock on Tues-
duy night he received a notification that
. S, Patterson hadd been injured while
playing in a club mateh that day, and
would not bhe fit.. - With such late de-
fections it is, of course, a case of se.
curing not who you would, but who you
can, to complete the team, and the task
is not by any means an enviable one.
The first vacancy was automatically
filled as B, Shardlow was holding him-
sellin readiness as first reserve, and on
the morning of the mateh 1. H, Crump
solved the difficulty by taking the place
ol Patterson after an absence from the
county tean of several seasons.

Winning the toss T. A, W, White took
first innings for Northumberland on a
wicket, which was ton soft to he difficult
and yet not soft enough to be dead easy.
Mackay and Murray opened with con.
siderable cauntion against Wakelin and
Taylor, but Mackay hit a no ball from
the fast bowler square for six. Shard-
low and Stanley Crump were ealled up,
and each got a Ibw decision to remove
the opening pair.  Murrav, who is a
notable “find” for Northumberland, was
s sulwlued that his 18 runs occupied
him 65 minutes. Crump appealed agninst
him twice in two balls, and the second
was suceessful. It was only the third
tine he had lost his wicket in county
matehes sinee his debut at the beginning
of thix season, N, A, Newman, slower
even than Murray, and H. . Lee, eon-
stderably subdued for him, but making
some characteristic forcing strokes, de-
fledd the bowling until lanch, but on
the resumption Wakelin started o eol.
Lipses and the good work was admirably
carvied on by Stanley Crump and Taylor,

SKILFUL BOWLING BY CRUMP

The total was up to 99, when a fast
ball that went through rather low heat
Lee's defence  after an hour's gond
batting, and  Wakelin followed an by
Litting Goulden'’s off stuinp, and getting
the plodding Newman finely taken at
the wicket,  Batting an hour  and 40
minutes his defenee had been resouree-
ful, but his method tedions,  Blair had
coe up to the wieket to o the  fast
bowler, and he made the eateh high up
on the off side. First Robson and then
White took toll of the fast bowling, the
Northumberland skipper hitting him for
17 in two overy, including a sin amd two
fours,  Cruany: was bowling  with  ac-
cariey and vim oand spinning the ball
welll and he and Tavior polished off the
rcmainder oi the side at low cost. From
99 with only two wickets down to 157
all out ware a change that represented
really pood work against a strong batting
side. Stanley Crump’s analysis refleets
the steadiness and skill of hiz bowling,
but tiie entire attack, as well as the
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general lovel of the fielding, was of
good cla=s.  Blair took another excellent
cateh to get rid of the aggressive captain
of the visiting county, and gave quite a
classy display on his first appearance
behind the sticks for the county, 1
thought W. A, Adams’s eaptainey was,
as usual, marked by sound judgment.

The struggling  time  most  of  the
Northambertinnd bat=men had had is in.
divated by the fact that their 157 runs
took 200 minutes to get, ;

CYRIL CLARKE'S BRILLIANT
INNINGS

Staffordshire made a bad start and a
splendid recovery.  With only 10 runs
scorcd Roy Smith hidd to play at a fast
one from Allan which was well up and
on the off stump. It swung away, tound
the edge, amd went very low to the
right of =ecoud slip, where Lee divedld
to hold a great eateh.  Lkin began with
a confidence that promised well, but try-
ing to drive a full-piteh, hit it straight
at the bowler, and Len Crump was
beaten by the slow, left hander after
batting 35 minutes.  Three for 36 was
the position when T, R, Deighton joined
Clarke for his first test in county cricket.
The situation  was  critical, with  the
bowlers keyed up, and an imperative
necessity  for strong  resistance at this
stage i Staffordshire were to hold their
OWIL

Deighton roon showed his courage by
off driving Booth for a powerful boun.
dary, and defended resourcefully against
1~\'1-'r_\‘lh'\ng of goud length, Clarke had
quickly played himself in, and a trio
of fours came from excellent strokey fol-
lowed by three more in succession g
little later. These were mainly off-drives
andd leg hits, Bowling changes were
made witheut effect until, Allan having
resumed, Deighton fell to his leg trap,
playing a ball off his body into t_he hands
of short leg. The fourth wicket had
rescued the home side from a perilous
position, and _added 6 runs in 52
minutes. The fiith wicket completed the
process by adding 80 in 58 minutes, and
putting Staffordshire in front” with six
wickets in hand.

To (larke. of course, goes-the major
mead of praise, for he made the bulk of
the runs, played all the bowling with.
out apparent difficulty, and scored a1y
round the wicket with equal facility, By
Stanley Crump also rendered invaluable
service, and batted with skill and re.
source. using his characteristice footwork
in defence and watching the balt on
to the bat, until he fell exactly as Deighe
ton had done, and with the same score.
In the meantime Clarke had made his
only mistake and survived, With his
seore at 72 he lifted Booth to long.otf
and Newman faited to hold a plain
catell, near the boundary, e showe|
hix appreciation by hitting Booth fop g
six and two fours in one over, the firy
being ' clean square-leg  hit, v hic),
cleared the boundary by many yards,

At 180 Staffordshire were 23 runs ahen
with only four wickets down, but tje
lust 20 minutez in a bad light saw g
goud deal of this advantage lost, (‘nunp
was the first to go, and Clarke followed
five runs later through skying the ya)y
in attempting & hook shot when only
eight short of his century. He had made
82 out of 15 in two hours apg 10
minutes, hitting a six and 18 fours, hag
got his highest scoge fop KRaflordshire
and was the principal instrument in'
gaining a fest innings lead. Ip the last
few minutes of the day’s ilay Bomth's
leg spin was fatal to Blair and Adams
but Shardlow promptly hit the slow
bowler to leg for six, and -StaHordshire
wound up 41 runs shead with two
wickets in bhand,

FIVE WICKETS WIN POR
STAFFORDSMIRE

On Thursday the Staffordshire
pressed  Lome . the slight
a smart vietory by five wick
a smart victory by five wcik?é :?{CK
having had by ne means the beat of ”“
wioket. The soft pitely, with the tle
kuocked off, became really difl\m?\g

team
“(an:\ge
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for the first time in the match under the
influence of warm sunshine on Thurs-
day afternoon, and if fhie visitors coulc
have set Staftordshire anything like 100
«tn gét In ihe-fourth innings they would
almost. certainly. have won.' Rul though
they won the toss and had first. use of
the wicket (hey fefl 88 Lohind the home
side on the first innings, and were only

able to give Stadfordshive o omaror of
39 runs to get. Feven that bocan o
look more tonmddable than sonba e
pected when three good soieset, 0 r
15, But the resulp was never e n
doubt, of course,

In the morning Shardlow for wie s s

crimination, ol with Wakelin o

up well at the other end, the onth
wicket arthided 42 invaluable run~ \\ n
Northumberland entered upon 1.tk
of making 86 to averd an innuoiz- e
feat. Deighton shared the Lowlin z waet
Wakelin, Sl his first - fr
county was lefinitely g

the ball swing away at a
vecasionally turned it back o L
swinging i the airc It was o
that foun:l the off stwmp of -
sourceful Latsman, Mackav, A g ¢
standd by Murray  awd Newnoe s
ended by a mix-up in runcing.  ond
Horuce Lee was howled in tnvn o0
drive Crump’s leg breake Murea hat
ted admirably for 95 minutes, but one
ot Wakelin's expresses Kept Tow to rattle
his wmiddle stump just after lanc. By
that time the pitch was wottingeg it
culty and Taxlor and Shavdiow Ll oo
harvest,  Taylor's last 85 overs .
duced four wickete, all elean bowied,
for «ix runa, and Shardlow i bos e
three overs ook two wickels 0o
run.

One expreeted funny happening. «on
Statfondshire set abour theie highe
and it was a reliel when, adfter th« fall
of three wickets, Clarke went ount Loldly
tor a few runs
dozen hefore one  from Paoths
turned amdl shot to bowl him. =
Crump fell in the same over, bt I
ton wag playing good, watchl
and with three runs requind S
was put on in place of Allan. H ¢ ﬁr-t
was rather overpitched  and D Zhion
drove it beautifully past moloff o the
Loundary, a worthy winnmg it

Deigliton had an exeellent match and
Blair gave a polished display of s ket
keeping,  giving  confirmation e the
opinion I have previously evptessal
that he has no equal av preseat o the
county,

The financial aspeet of the »yporient

ol pla\mg on the Michelin grounl was

(1Sm,

atd gt w0 viaable
hath

satisfactory, for there was a trh -md
attendance on both days. In fict the
receipts on Thursday were the ‘*-’b’““'

on the second day of any nuich in
North Stafford=hire for cight yous ov
cept in Stoge Wakes Wees.
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MINOR COUNTIES CRICKET
SCORES

NORTHUMBERLAND.—1st (nns.

W, G. Mackay lbw I) Shardlow
I Murrey lbw b S, Crump . ....... 14

N. A. Newman ¢ Blair b W akelin ... 21
ll C. Lee 1bw b Wakelin ... ) |

T. Goulden b Wakelin ........ .
Robson b S, Cramp ..o 11
T. A. W. White ¢ Blair » Taylor ... 29
C. . M. Hunting b T wlor .4
Co 1L Saunders b Crumy, .. 7
J, L. Allan ¢ and b S, Crump 0

Booth not out

Total ............... 157

2nd Innings
W. G. Mackay b Deighton ... w 1
I. Murrey L Wakelin ...... .43
N. A. Newman run out .12
II. C. Tee b Crump ... °

T. Goulden b Taylor

Robson b Tavlor ... 17
T. A. W. White b ¥ 2
C. P. M. Hunting ¢ Crump b Shard:
Tow L
C. H. Saunders ¢ Deighton b Shard.
low ., — 0
J, L. Allan not out .2
Booth b Taylor ... )
Extras .. .13
Total, cuvmiiins, 124
STAFFORDSHIRE.—1st Inns,
R. Smith ¢ Lee b Allan ... 7
L, H. Crump b Booth ... 12
J. T. Ikin ¢ and b Booth .. 15

C. C. Clarke ¢ Lees b Allar 92
T. R. Deighton ¢ Mackay b Allan 19
8 Crump ¢ Mackay b Allan ............ 19
E. J. Wakelin ¢ Hunting b Saunders 14

E. Blair b Bonth
W A. Adnma h Booth
B. Shardlow ¢ Hunting b Saunders 35
F. Taylor not out .

Total

Ind |nnings
T. Smith b Allen
L, H. Crump ¢ Saunders b Allen
J. T. Ikin b Booth
C. C. Clarke b Booth ...
T. R. Deighton not out
S. Crump lbw b Booth ......
E. J. Wakelin not out ...
Extras

Total (5 wkts.) .........
Bowling Analysis

Northum’'land.—1st Inns. 2nd Inns.
O.M.R. W,
Wakelin 1 132 1
Taylor ......... 1756 28 4
Shardlow 8 218 ¢
8. Crump ...... 7210 1
Ikin ...l 1040
Deighton 9 219 1
Statfordshire,—1st Inns. 2nd Inns,
. M.R.W. O MR, W,
Allen ... .87 878 4 9 318 ¢
Booth ... 311187 4 9 314 3
8aunders 8 040 2 010 4 0
Robson 9 315 0
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VALUABLE INNINGS

BY

'REG. HALTON

DENNIS TAKES

SIX WICKETS

FOR 44 RUNS

VISITORS MAKE GOOD REPLY

Entertaining Cheshire in a Minor Counties match on the
Porthill Park ground to-day, Staffordshire were dismissed for 131
runs. After the opening pair had put on 45, the only batsman to
withstand an attack In which Dennis took the honours—he had six
wickets for 44 runs — were Reg. Halton and the captain, W. A.

Adams.

interval.

Cheshire made a good reply, gaining the lead before the tea

Staffordshire had prospects of
improving their position and drawing
nearer the leaders- in the Minor
Counties Championship when they
opened their two-days’ fixture
against Cheshire on the Porthill

ground to-day.

In the earlier fixture between the two
counties, Staffordshire were successful in
an exciting finish. Cheshire are still with-
out a victory in this season’s championship
games; and, the match, therefore, was
important to both clubs. .

Both teams had late changes. W. Stubbs,
the Longton fast bowler, pulled a muscle
on Saturday, and had to withdraw from the
Staffordshire side, his place being taken
by E. Binns, bgt ll:lm'tshll‘l. r‘r:xl:z?x ckézst:pmg

din wling perfo
g?:flti:l? in‘North Staffordshire League
cricket. This was his first appearance in
Minor Counties cricket, and another new-
comer to the team was W, M. Arkinstall,
the Market Drayton batsman.

Cheshire made three changes. R. M.
Dutton, A. E. Edwards and H. Winstanley
were unable to play, their places being
taken by Barber, the New Brighton

rofessional, J. T. Halliwell, of New

righton, and G. K. Eaves, of Bowden.
The two last named players were making
their debut for Cheshire.

CONFIDENT S8TART

Stattordshire winning the toss, had no
hesitation in batting first, They opened
the innings with L. Crump and
Arkinstall. It was an ideal day for
cricket, and the attendance at the start
Rwas encouraging.

The opening over—a maiden from

Barber—showed the wicket to be fast, but
the batsmen soon found opportunities for
scoring off both Barber and Bartley, and
runs came at the rate of more than one a
minute. .
"~ Crump scored faster than his partner,
being particularly strong on the leg side,
-and 30 were scored in 25 minutes.
Arkinstall, although overshadowed by
Crump’s forcing cricket, was making an
impressive debut, and his placing of the
ball was admirable,

Dennis was introduced into the attack,

in place of Barber, and met with a quick
success, having Arkinstall caught at mid-
:g in his second over, with the total at

Arkinstall had gartlclpated in a bright
opening stand of half an hour's duration,
but his dismissal was the beginnin of a
minor collapse for Staffordshire, Dennis
hnvln} an inspired spell during which he
took four wickets in the course of five
overs, at the cost of 11 runs,

QUICK WICKETS

}La had Ikin taken behind the wicket
with four runs added to the total, and
then dismissed the fast scoring Crump five
runs later,

With his last ball, of the same over, he
sent back Clarke, that batsman having
had only one scor{ng stroke—a boundary,

When Reg Halton and T. R. Deighton
became associated, Staffordshire found
another aggressive batsman in the Leek
left-hander, He scored a six off Bartley,
profitting by an overthrow, late cut the
same bowler to the boundary and took
his 11th run oft the over with an on drive.
He showed as little respect for Dennis,
turning him to the leg rails and driving
him to the on boundary off successive
deliveries.

Before Deighton had scored, Halton
advanced the score by 20 runs in five
strokes, Staffordshire’s recovery was
checked with the total at 76, Bartley dis-
missing Deighton and S. Crump with
successive balls before either batsman
had scored. Halton continued to attack
the bowling, but at 89 he lost Shardlow,
who touched a rising delivery . from
Dennis, and was cnught at slip.

Halton eventually found a batsman to
stay with him when he was joined by W,
A. Adams, the pair carrying the total to
100. The innings had then been in pro-
gress 90 minutes. At this total, Barber
wis recalled in place of Bartley, and,
although the scoring rate dropped, the
total was taken lloni steadily.

Halton's valuable innings closed with
the score at 115, of which his own contgie
bution was 46. Two sixes and four fours
werg his best scoring strokes, and he gave
Ro chance in a stay of three-quarters of an
hour, He was bowled in attemptin
drive Barber, who, with his next bal]. s
missed Blair, this emulating Bartley's

ey's feat
gi niaklng two wickets with guecessive

41

Adams had a bright k
Dennis bowled hlm‘, nock of 26 before

Dennis had the excell
wickets for 44 runs. . ent figures of six

BINNS' QUICK SUCCESS

When Cheshire opened their innip
T. R. Deighton ancf E. Binns were t%se'
bowlers, and Fairbairn almost lost his
wicket when he flicked at a ball in Binns's
opening over. Dennis cut Deighton to the
boundary, and a second boundary
followed when Fairbairn drove Binns to
the off. Dennis repeated his boundary
stroke when facing Deighton again, but
Fairbairn provided Binns, against whom
hsshad not been comfortable, with his
fitsst wicket in a county game. He
attempted a pull, but the ball wen: off the
edge of the bat to give Clarke an easy
catch. The total was then 19.

Deighton had sent down seven overs for
25 runs when he was succeeded by Shard-
low. Binns was keeping a good length
but twice in the one over Dennis took fours
off him. Later Wolstenholme scored 12
runs in one over and the first 75 runs were
scored in five minutes under the hour

Another bowling change was S. Cr'ump
for Binns, but Dennis reached his 50 in
one hour 20 minutes out of gg,

Dennis stralght drove Ikin for six and
the partnership put on 100 runs in 78

minutes,

LHO

WMA 0
J T 3
000 |
REQ, 4
TR . 48
8 ORU .0
B SHA [}
W A A 1
J E . 28
KB

2| wao

Total (for o wkis

BOWLING ANALYaI)l

lumrdohln—rlrlt Innin
0.

Sarber .

M R
Bartley s LRI 1] ,w,;
Dennls .. 2 22 o
.8



© BARTLEY'’S

FINE
- BOWLING

SIX WICKETS FOR
) 31 RUNS

' CHESHIRE GAIN
~ FIRST WIN

Stafiordshire to-day lost their
Minor Countles Cricket Champion-
ship match with Cheshire at Porthill
by an Iinnings and 92 runs, and thus
Cheshirs registered thelr first victory
of the season.

Staffordshire faced a formidable
task when they continued their
Minor Counties Cricket Champion-
ship match against Cheshire on the
Porthill . ground to-day, for, with
three men out in their second innings,
they were still 192 behind the

_visitors’ total.

After Cheshire had taken their score to
339 last night, Staffordshire were left with
17 minutes’ batting, and in that period lost
three wickets for 16 runs, Bartley taking
all the wickets"in his first two overs.

L. H. Crump and T. R, Deighton opened
cautiously when they iesumed batting
this morning against Bartley and Barber
and though the total was advan
steadlly, Crump was not comfortable
against Bartley, off whom he was missed
by Gilbody in the slips when he had
scored 12.

Deighton scored faster than his partner,
and the total was advanced to 35 before
Dennis and Lewis bowled. Crump on-
drove Dennis to he boundary off two
successive balls, but when he stegped out
to drive Lewis, he missed the ball and
Prescott easily stumped him.

DEIGHTON’S EFFORT

The partnership had yielded 41 runs at
a time when Staffordshire were sadly in
need of encouragement.

Deighton continued to scoge freely oft
Lewis, straight drives for six and four In
the same over sending his own score past
80. In the next over, attemﬁtlng another
big hit, he was dropped by Eades.

Meanwhile, Halton was scoring steadily
and the pair carried the total to 84, before
Deighton, Jlnying forward to Barber,
was bowled for 38. One six and four
fours were his best scoring strokes.

With half the side out for 84 runs,
Staffordshire had little prospect of avoid-
ing defeat, and when Reg Halton, after
scoring 21 runs, was caught at short leg
:lf:leal'&bm the total was still one short of
‘8, Cémnp failed, being caught at
‘yﬂckcvt off Bartley at 103, agd thouthﬁ
Bhardiow offered stubborn resistance, W,

andis s SR B

] W
of the sarae over, N e last ball

42
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.. Binns left without addition to the score
béing bowled by Bartley, who finished off
the innings by taking Blair's wicket in the
same over, Staffordshire’s seven outstand-
ing wickets fell to-day for the addition of

00 runs and the last five had fallen for

bheshlre's first success of the season, b

innings and 92 runs, w
deserved, ' o v wed
O onuup.“;'o".m“
Nl .....................
W_M ARKINSTALL o Baves b Dennls... ?2
s'l' IKIN ¢ Presoett b Dennis e 2
O OLARKE b Dennls ........ 4
» REBQ, HALTON W, 48
.Y R DRIGHTON b 0
J g rP Ibw [
v wa . 1
3 A ADAMS 26
TR BINR et o 7
out .
o Extras ... :
i Total sesnanananss
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COUNTY CRICKET

Staﬂ'ord;hire Eclipsed

DENNIS’S GREAT DAY FOR
CHESHIRE

By THE CRITIC

The opening day of Staffordshire's re.

turn mateh with Cheshire  at Porthill
o Wadnesday attracted the best atten-
dinee seen at o any  home mateh for
several years, The weather was ideal,
andd it waw a most unfortunate cirenme
stance that the holiday erowd saw the
Lome team completely eclipsed by their
neighbourse T have on past oceasions
ptressed the fact that fuaffordshire is at
a disadvantage on o dry, Tast wicket Ly
reason ol the dack  of available  [ast
bowling, and this  was  never  more
strongly  emphasized than on Waednes.
day, Cheshive brought three profes.
sional fast bowlers, all of  whom ~an
wake the now ball swing,  Dennis pas
more pace than Bartley and’ Barber, Hut
they were considerably faster than any-
thing on the home side, The wickot
wis inelined o be  fiery, though ot
wany balls of good length litted dan-
gerously.  But there was rome doubt
as to how the hall would come from the
piteh, and in those cireumstanees the
pace shook the confidence of the Staf-
fordshire Latsmen sufliciently to make
their redistance look  extremely  weak,
which, indeed, it was, on the other
hand  Cheshire  batsmen had  nothing
above wedinm pace  to o face, for W,
stubbs, the only fast bowier thought
tao be available, met with an injury on
Saturday, and his place was taken In
E. Binns, of the  Thavtshill elub, sl
has never had experience in the Senior
A Seetion of the North Staffordshire
League, to say nothing of county ericket,
It was to his eredit that he was the
moast  menacing  of  the  Staffordshire
howlers, and with a little luck woull
have had mach better figures than b
actually seceured,

Cheshire's complete dominance is 1ot
entirely aecounted for by any one fae
tor, but more than anything clse it was
due ta-their Tast bowling of good elaxs
on a wicket that suited such bhowlers
and did not suit spin bowlers  liks
Stanley Crump and Shardlow,  Also it
must be said that they had the luck of
the, @ame in the  sense thet nothing
came off for Staffordshire. 1f Cheshire
hatsmen edged the ball, as they did a
great many timed, it invariably  went
safe.  Another drawback was that J. I,
Blair was considerably below his st
behind the stumps, Until late in e
Cheshire innings his handling was un
certain, and he missed one  or  {wo
chanees,

DENNIS8, THE DEMON

When W. A Adams won the toss ¢
ceemed that batting first meght be nn
advantage, but there was nothing in it
The piteh, in faet, playved hetter than
expectation, and certainly did not e
teriorate.  Againzt Barber and Bartley
Len Crump and Avkinstall made a 1se.
ful start, the  Market Dravton plaver
shaping welly but when Pennis was
introduced in place o Barber the hat-
fing went to picces, The first wicket
realizedd 65, and  Crump stayed 30
minutes, heing thind out at 54, Dennis,
howling at top specd and with aceuracy,
atirted with fone wickets for 11 in five
overs,  Tkin wire caughe by the wicket.
keeper in feeling for the  ball,  aml
Clarke was howled hy an extra good ape
(et moved o dittle frome the leg, Thon
Rex Halton stood up to the howling
with a confidence that was sadly lack-
ing in others, and never allowed him.
coll to he intimidated.  He aade many
cotud ctrokes, and one  or two not o
good that went over the heads of the
slip fielders.

Bartley wot Deighton and 5. Crump
with tollowing balls, and <even wickets
were down for 89, Then the captam
had a wseful knock, with g couple of

skiers that fell safely gyt of reach .’III-i

helped ablon to add 26 for the eighth
wicket, But Barber came on to dis-
pose of Hatton and Blair with two con-
seceutive swingers.  Halton got his runas
b good foreing ericket in 49 minutes,
and had two hits for two converted into
xes by everthrows, Binus held vy
while Adams made a  few more hits,
driving the terrible Dennis to the signt
sereen. But the fast howler had his ro-
venge angd completed a  fine picce of
bowling hy beating the skipper.

GREAT INNINGS BY DENNIS

Binns, who opened the Staffordshire
bowling with  Deighton, had an early
cuceess when Fairbairn tried 1o hook
him and z2ave an easy cateh at forwaed
short leg with 19 scored,  But the Stal-
fordshive bowlers met with no further
suceess until tea time, when the inn-
ings had been in progress two honrs,
Dennis and  Wolstenholme  found  no
great difficulty in any of the bowling,
and put on 143 for the second wicket in
about 100 minutes.  Both men had some
luek in edaing the ball a good many
times,  especially  the  amateur. who
skied Binns to the on immediately  be.
fore the tea interval.  However, the Lat.
ting was of good class, and both men
took full advantage of every oppor-
tunity offered. and hit well all round
the wicket when the length allowed.

After ten another century partnership
fullowed the quick dismissal of the
Cheshire captain by means of one of
Ikin’s  lightning ecatches av  forward
short leg trom a hard drive. For the
fourth  wicket  Dennis  and  Gilbody
seored 102 in just under an hour. Gil.
body had a shaky start, and though hLe
hit or snicked erght fours his batting
was not as good as that of Wolsten-
holme.  Shortly after Gilbody had been
caught at the wicket Dennis mis-hit
Shardlow, to be filth out at 272 alter
batting 3§ houra.  His only real chance
that I saw was one of sumping off
Binns at 92. e hit two sixes and 18
fours, and played a splendid innings,
full of resourceful defence and replote
with seoring strokes to all points of the
compass. It was o most entertaining
innings to wateh, and it was not the
first century Dennis  has  hit  against
Staffordshire.  His footwork was flaw-
less, and “the plaeing of his  scoring
strokes =0 good that it was difficult to
set o field for hine, Binns seemed to
cause him more trouble than any ether
bowler, and the Hartshill man  ocea-
sionally found the edge of his bat, but
whenever he made an uncertain stroke
he was lueky enough to keep it down,
and runs generally acerued. Tt is cor-
rect to gay he never looked like getting
out. Eaves and Halliwell sent up the
third hundred and added 49 for the
sixth wicket, but from  the time that
the former wag stumped in Blair's best
style Shardlow came into his own, k-
ing his last three wickets for eight
runs,

Unfortunately #or Statfordshire they
had n quarter of an hour's hatting be-
fore thie elose of play, and it proved a
dizastrous wind.up to a disastrous day,
Rartley's’ quick swinger's accounted ior
threo good  wickets for six runs, awd
Staffordshire  finished 182 runs hehinid
with seven wickets in hand. The state
of the piteh afforded no sufficient ex-
cuse for the lamentable batting failures,
but the Porthill wicket has earned a
bad reputation. and I think the ex-
planation really is that most ‘of the
Staffordshire - - batdmen went i
thoroughly scared of the fast bowling

on it.
AN INNINGS DEFEAT

it was a great pity that an ideal after.
noon for cricket was wasted on Tuesdayv.
Had there been a prospect of anything
like a full day’s play there would cer.
tainly  have been another large atten-
danee  As it was, with only one or twe
hours' play to be expected, il the ro.
sult not in doubt, between 100 and 200
people paid o see it

The loss of three good wickets -over.
night was o calamity, and made one
regard the sending in of the best bats.
men during that fatal quarter of an
hour as an error in tactics. I two or
three of the tail end batsmen had been
out it would not have wmattered, for they
were nutv4|3ivkl‘\ on Tuesday.  Angd if

s1

Arkinstall, Ikin «who was bowled by a
ball that reared, struck his elbow, and
dropped on the wicket), and Clarke had
heen there to bat on Tuesday the pros-
pect of protonging the game into the
afternoon_would have been good.

With  Dennis  unable to bowl fast
owing to a slight strain, L. H. Crump
and Deighton played the bowling com.
fortably for 40 minutes, amd raised the
score to 48 before Crump left. J. Lewis,
a slow, right.arm bowler, was tried for
the first time in the mateh, and Crump
jumped in to drive and missed the ball.
ut <o did the wicket keeper, and the
batsman could have got back if he had
tried, He did not try until Prescott had
picked the ball up off the ground amid
put the wicket down, Deighton and
Halton put on 36, but the Denstone
man “lost™ one of Barber's swingers pt
$4 after batting well for 65 minutes, and
hitting a six and four &, Halton was
playing confidently, and the score was
taken to 89 with five wickets down, but
he failed to keep a forwanl stroke on
the ground, and was snapped up very
low at forwarnd shortleg. Stanley Crumyp,
who is batting rather nervously of Jate
touched a short one as it flashed by
waist high, and the Captain, after vne
good boundary hit, plaved on to g Lall
that turned quickly. Shardlow was Liat
ting as well a¥ anyone, but Bartlev hmk:
the last two wickets in one’over, -Bluir
who 13 struggling through a very 'hmi
patcine got a “pair” Most of the Sg,).
ford<iiire batting was timid and irreso-
lute, for which there was little or }m
excuse in' the state of the wicket
Cheshire won by an innings and g2 runa,

Scores and aualysis 1 '

STAFFORDSHIRE - :
L. 1L Crump b Dennis ... . 30.
W. M. Arkinstall ¢ Eaves b Dennis 13
J. T, Ikin ¢ Prescott b Dennis . 2

¢ U, Clarke b Dennix
Reg. llalton b Barber .
T. R, Deighton b Bartley

S, Crump bW b Bartley ... : g
B. Shanllow ¢ Bartley b Dennig 1
W. A. Adams b Dennis ., . 28
J. F. Blait b Barber .. 0
E. Binnsz not out 1

Extras | 8

Total ... 1;

. Second -Innings:
T. H. €rump at Prescott b Lewis 24

WML Arkinstall thw b Bartiey 0
J, T, Tkin b Bartley L 0'
Co Ul Clarke ¢ Prescatt b Bagt (e,

T. R, Deighton b Rarber :14
Reg. Halton « \\'unhinglnn 1 Ilv .
S, Crump ¢ Pooseott l‘.\r(‘h-\’.”hl o
B. Shardlow nat oar ) -
W, Ablims b Barbwer 1-l
k. ns b Bartlev . "
J. ECBlur b Bartley B g
Extras ' 13
Total 115
- CHESHIRg
Pennis e Binns b Shapdiow &
D. R. Faithairn ¢ Clarke b 1 b

] Binn.

A, M. Wolstenholine ¢ Art ; B
Binns s L .& Abtustal b 57

J. D Worthington ¢ Thin b g (oo

A‘. (iill»:nl_\' ¢ Blair b H.\l‘t‘:;l( i 49

G. l\ l-.:u‘«"s st Blair b Siacdjow 2a

I N Halliwell run ot 3

Rznlmr; \l Cramp b Shardloy E; !
GO E Preseott by 8 %
Bartley not ot ..l rame 0
J. Lewis ¢ Arkinstall b Sbhacdlow Sz
Extras  2%
Total }is
Bowling

Staffe.~ 1st Tuna, 2nd Tnna,
O MLROW, O M LW,

Barber . 68 121
: o 2 L 5:
:Erﬂgy 13 058 g 13 iﬁ ;’
chnns 1
Lewis . 13z s : ‘\Z (]]7
S 02
Ulieshire.— 14 Tens
Drighton R
Binns }; 3 GG °
Shardiow s 1% § g: )
S Crum o s
Tkin l{ R s
Haltg "7 - % i 28 0
S— 5 1
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'FORDSHIRE DISMISSED
" FOR 135 RUNS

- DISAPPOINTING DISPLAY
' AGAINST DURHAM

| _.*ﬁf"f‘fanitBER"r’s FIVE WICKETS

~~~~~ -

Opposing Durham at Walsall to-day in their last Minor
“" countles: xture of the ssason, Staffordshire batsmen gave a
7 disappointing display and wers dismissed shortly after lunch for 135
£ Herbert, the Durham fast bowler, was mainly respons}ble for
tME moderate total, claiming five wickets for 39 runs, while Carr

/supported by taking three for 23.
€ . ¢

\

..a-lapse -of four seasons 2s pDeighton was bowled and thus
‘S&ﬁﬁshﬁe ‘visited Walsall to-day Stallordshiis ' 'ware - once:, eaain In
for their last Minor Counties fixture .= wmﬁ wiskets down In s than
\‘of"ﬂ'ie season against Durham. :nh!onﬂlln in to bat seemed justified,

; t finishing
" gtaffordshire, with a chance o

‘Wighe ition than for several |
Bigher in the compet g " oounty’s poor position.

years, were hopetul of gle;h:il :d?nu::; 4 All this time, Smith, though not always
at Durham's expense and na comfortable, had been batting patiently,
stronger jakio tln‘rll1 fgg &?:rcr:;hk‘e fame. but Clarke wa- quickly off the mark with
/o, ’tt' e .p > . {J

‘Norton's batsman, were available for the & l!gr lmc:etfg:ne? §o°51e° lnot't?ck in place

first - time this season and Sltllelng-J “l‘; of Carr at 38, Clarke continued to

Longton hg'tmw:}e%:(g ':;‘:ie his first Provide the best batting-of the morning
0 i

v rfect off-shots brought him nine
appem'n& with the county as wicket- .and ?; sh P .
ee Tuns

one over from Close.
.k .'rgee'wéather was fine, but hazy, and the

...In a quarter-of-an-hour he scored 20
o ““ s, therefore, an runs .and was quickly overhauling Smith,
u‘;iget ‘o?%o:: when Durham, winning

'who thad been batting nearly an hour
sent Staffordshire in to bat.

g

' : t in the

isastrous style, . There was a’' marked contras

s S o e b Sl B, S B e

arted, Arthur being well nes e B0 men on the boundary, ;
g:ﬁez by '.h:“: :‘?m i:’:rom Herbert. -1t was, however, ilerbert whc} bro'l.te a
¥hICh %Shal "was only “Gne and with gand which addel 25 alGer R
maintain g ; g

H"ttl’leen .,‘,‘3" u’:‘:«gzggk' R Smith and fwmiw‘qmmg for a patient 27,

Eatioren ot et i, Bynitali 17 OLARKE DISMISSED

Smit’h ?{2".'.3“53:?“ ‘1)3. Patterson was efther Clarke nor S, Crump vcouldi

b high up in the slips by Close at ¢ make up their minds how to treat

caught high up " ‘Otsen’s” well-flighted bowling, and_ at 75

the second atternpt. i s entertaining innings ended with
MORE SETBACKS ‘Herbert sending his leg stump flying ten

y . been in progress for 35 FCiarie, who was acting captain, had hit
mjlg?: '] ?:1? 18 ru?w betoge urham made % boundaries i an ive innings
iof; 29  and ‘it was

oo ut actually it was bad batting which
"'was chiefly responsible for the home

.

ange, Close and Carr lar ue to him that

< ‘,’:“b'&fiw"g o&l:r .thm the openl been evm‘:!’mm recovery,
‘b\‘u‘me still kept the batsmen defend- 'Cruymp showed steadiness, but Lockett
»s, ‘and Just,as Ikin was beginning to feel ad: only scored one when he was missed
nfident he was out to a bad shot at off Herbert, Profiting by this
gga He tried to puil a ball from Carr | layed confidently and

ly
1 issed it, and | °g°u°.:::1 to doubl
the oft to leg, miss 0 U:Eﬂ:ct TUMP ouble figures.
across from 4 im bowling changes were made, but

ff stump uprooted. g
'..g: %‘!‘:7:!’! nextpovex’\, with the score 8t ¢hg batsmen were still together at lunch

44

when the total had reached 108 for six
wickets—a much more presentable score,

Only: six runs were added on -the
resumption before Lockett was out,
unluckily playing on against Herbert. His
shlrezgf the best partnership of the innings
was 23,
Beevers failed, caught at square leg,
and at 133, Crump, who had become lead.
ing scorer, failed to time Herbert properly
and was caught at mid-off. The innings
ended at 135, a far better score than
seemced likely early on.

Herbert's five wickets for 39, the best
bowling performance, indicated Stafford-
shire's weakness against fast bowling.

" DURHAM'S REPLY

Durham opened their reply with Towns-
end and Parnaby against the bowling of
Stubbs and Deighton, and in the latter's
second over Parnaby, who has an average
of 100 in League cricket this season, was
missed at the wicket.

- Although Lockett, Shardlow and Crump
were all given trials, there was nothing
outstanding in the bowling. Although
early on, both Parnaby and Townsend
occaslonally edged the ball, they settled
down to steady scoring, 60 runs coming
in a little over 50 minutes before Crump
bowled Parnaby.

"";‘ STAFFORDSNIRE
R e Qlese b Merbert ...
ﬁim‘r b Merber
(4 [ ]
*T [}
[}
[ ]
A
J
B
w

D 0 M TOWNSEND ne
A N PARNABY b Brums“t : 3¢
J H BERESFORD net eut .. - 32
[ 37777 i 2
Total (for 1 wko) ......... 0
SOWLING ANALYSIS

lnﬂm&n—rlm Inninge
Merhert R B % oW
Tewnsend 8 .. 2 H L4
oy o 3omoa
N cciennicnns 8 ... @ & o :
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' ‘MINOR COUNTIES

'STAFFORDSHIRE'S FIGHT TO
' AVERT DEFEAT

' J.T. IKIN SCORES CENTURY
| AGAINST DURHAM

| ' The two defeats which Stafford-
| shire have sustained this season in
' the Minor Counties cricket champion-
' ship have both been primarily due to
| inability to play fast bowling. .
, when the county resume e
| ngfa:'xainst Durham at Walsall, they
| faced the prospect of a third defeat and
| ‘again the initial cause was weak batting
‘against fast bowling.
».. Staffordshire’s first innings total of 135
was shown up in its proper light when
Durham replied yesterday with 2687 for six
wickets. The batsmen had their quiet
| spells against an attack whose chief merit
' was steadiness, but it was obvious that
none of the bowlers could make the ball
turn at all on an easy wicket, and
| Staffordshire’s total was exceeded for the
| loss of only one wicket, Townsend went
on to complete his century and Beresford
made a patient half century.
There had been a shower of raln during
-the night, but the pitch was not affected
! at all when Durham continued their
4nnings this morning. At once, Stafford-
shire got another wicket, Close being
“taken in the slips in Deighton’s first over
without any addition to the overnight
score. -
vided Lockett with his first
d au?g::: a?rz%g but Gibson batted brightly
until, when three short of his 50, he was
caught on the square leg boundary at 295,
Without addition, Crump, who had the
best bowling figures, came on to dismiss
Herbert and finish the innings.
Durham had batted about half-an-hour
this morning, while adding 28 runs, and
thus they gained a lead of 160.

A BAD START

s a bad start which Staffordshire
mgfiew\shen they began their big task with
R. Smith and J. T. Ikin. Herbert, swing-
lrfx the ball appreciably in a strong cross
wind, hopelessly beat Smith with his fifth
ball, which uprooted the middle stump.
Not'a single run had been scored —an
even worse start than in the first innings.

The bowling of Herbert and Townsend
remained so accurate that Ikin and
Patterson, who succeeded R. Smith, could

nly get five singles in seven overs, When
(%lo:e relieved Townsend, Ikin at once
dréve him straight for three, Bt
ikin baited in stylish manner, bu
Patterson made little progress until Olsen,
ith his slow lobs, relieved Herbert, The
%amll man then pulled him twice for
fours, Despite this, the score wag only 30
fter°three=quarters of an hour’s play.
2 The batsmen continued to make steady
rogress, IKin batting in a style whic'h
hasised the povert; of yesterday's
eg’%ts and, when the score reached 50,
gle?be;’t was recalled anua Carr brought on
end.
“Vtil;ﬁl:tggr risks were being taken, the
bowling was being well mastered, and

J. T. IKIN

Ikin took seven oft one over from Carr.
The Porthill player was easily out-pacing
his colleague, and two beautiful shots to
the leg boundary took him into the forties.
He was within three of his 50 when he
had his first escape, Brigus missing an
eagsy chance of stumping him when he
ste?ped out to drive Collin and missed the

all.

With Patterson also beginning to look
for runs, the scoring rate gradually
improved, and, when Ikin, alter batting
an hour and & haif, reached his 50, the
total was 90. Ikin, at this point. had hit
four fours and a two, and the fine partner-
ship had, at least, given Staffordshire a
&ood chance of avoiding defeat.

At lunch, Staffordshire were 95 for one
wicket, thelr arrears having heen reduced

ta 65. . .
' PATTERSON OUT

- The Interval proved fatal for Patterson,
who was bowled by Close with the second
ball after the resumption. Although never
so free a8 Ikin, he had playced a valuable
innings in a partnership which had done

much to rehabilitate Staffordshire's
batting. )
Joined by Deighton, Ikin went on

batting with fine skill, showing power in
his drlving—he hit both Herbert and
Close straight for fours—and placing the
ball with fine judgment for a series og safe
singles. Deighton, too, drove well, and
runs began to come as freely as at any
time in the match.

In one over, Herbert was hit for ten
guns, and in less than 25 minutes the total
was increased by 35.

To-day’s effort was [kin's fifth of over
80 this season, and probably his best. He
was master of all the bowling, and, with
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another hard-driven boundary through
the covers and an easy single, he not only
carried his aggrogate for the season to
:,(fmésl?m passed his previous best score

So quickly were Ikin and Dcighton now
scoring that, in the first 40 minutes of thejr
association, the 65 runs required to make
Durham bat again were obtained. 5

To haVe rubbed off 160 runs for the loss
of two wickets was a particularly notable
P onocked off the 1

n knocked o e last of the arre
when he hit the twelfth four of 2111::
innings, and in the same over he reached
his century with a single after batting two
hours and 25 minutes. Since lunch, he had
scored at the rate of onc a minute, Eight
g({) his four's were included in his second

Hitting out at Olscn, he was eventual
dismissed with the total at 119, andah]f;
dominance of the game was indicated by
the lact that, out of these, he had scored
110 and there were 12 extras,

MORE WICKETS

Without addition, Deighton was out in
the same over, an I.b.w. victim, but C, ¢
Clarke, partnered by A. Smith, kept the
score movinﬁ quickly. He pulled Olsen
f,or snxt.) arLd‘t cn}!{oo}lc) eight in an over from

arnaby before Herbert return
a l'}%sh of htishstu}r:\ps at 199, ed to make

e matc ad again t
nDurhan)'}s{ Itavr‘)jur. for Staﬂ'ort:lsll:irrnee,dwi:;l
ve wickets down, were =
ahead.k ‘ only 38 Funs

Clarke was out to an unworth
and his dismissal was quickly fol]}c’)\f»z-?kbe'
that of Crump and Smith,~ With' co,2Y
men out, Staffordshire were only 57 ahe an

Herbert sprained an ankle s

bowling, and could not complete the ‘;'z\élre

Oop-itwe

-
=o3

SBP>RO-{-D>D
(- 1-]

RS
JT
RS
TR
AS
cc
8 oR
A LO
J o
B 8HARDLOW not out
a
Total (for 8 wiyg) ot
R DURHAM " s, 244
END
A H PARNABY b grum out 112
J H BERESFORD o Logiey 32
J A ADAMSON ¢ '8 Shton 54
M QIBSON ¢ R 8m| e B
T COLLIN o Ceump b sty a7
J GARR o Paiterson b gr 4
4 A CLOSE o Lookett b b 3
d H OLSEN Ibw b Logker 3
A BRINQGR not oup 8
F | HERBERT b Qry 0
7 Extras ..., " 0
Totat .. - o
BOWLING ANALyg;g 5
Stuﬂordlhln—rlm Ir\'v:l.nn
Horbert % TR W
Towngend i W og v 930 8
L:.r. ..... o 10 woa .g I
11, A 0"::: g o 3
Dyrham —R|pgq ﬂnni;\'xl = .
Stubbs  ......... 3 o R.
Doighten -2 e . W
Lookolt ... 3 a8 3
Ilm‘vdlow . . . 72 g
------- ‘
Orume  ......... 8 22 ‘ g
43
S 3
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LAST OVER DEFEAT IN FINAL MATCH

ng

Durham .beat Staffordshire at
'Walsall yesterday in the latter's
concluding match in the Minor
Counties Cricket Championship
after an exciting finish, the winning
hit being made off the second ball of
the last over.

Durham were set the task of scoring 89
In their second innings in 90 minutes,
including the extra half hour, but the
tuly batsmen were kept so quiet in the
opening stages that, with 20 minutes to
80, 40 runs were needed, and 20 were
still required with only 10 minutes to
play.

To lose only by five wickets after their
fnt Innings fallure represented a splendid
Tecovery,  but, actually, Staffordshire
thould easily have avoided defeat.

Ikin, who scored a masterly century,
Paterson and Deighton all batted so
tocfidently that the first innings arrcars of

"y Were cleared off for the loss of two
vickets, Afterwards, however, the batting

& not convincing, and the total of 258
;nisdnqﬂt too impressive in view of the fine
off.

46

That Durham had to struggle so hard
for their success was due to some steady
and accurate bowling by Lockett and
Crump, who, however, could not gain any
c:sistance from the easy wicket. :

An aggressive innings of 21 by Carr was
the deciding factor.

STAFFORDSHIRE
R SMITH c Close b Herbert ............... 27
A SMITH b Herhert ... ...... 0
R 8 PATTERSON c Clos 1
J T IKIN b Oarr ..... .... [
T R DEIGHTON b Close o
C C CLARKE b Herbert . 29
8 CRUMP ¢ Townsend Herbert . 34
A LOCKETT b Herbert ............... veenes 23
J D BEEVERS ¢ Adamson b Carr 0
B SHARDLOW c Collins b Carr ... )
W STUBBS not out ............. (]
Extras ........ .11
Total .......... ...135
Second Innings
R SMITH b Herhert
J T IKIN ¢ Beresford b Olse
R 8 PATTERSON b Close ...
T R DEICHTON Ihw b Olse
A S8MITH ¢ Carr b Close ....
C C CLARKE b Herbert ....
8 CRUMP ¢ and h Parnahy
A LOO
J D BEEVERS Ibw h Olsen .
B SHAR
W 8TUB
E
DOHT
A H PA
J H BE
J A AD
M QIBS ¢ R 8mith b
T COLLIN o Crump b Stubb 7
J CARR o Patterson b Crump . 23
J A CLOSE c Lockett b Deigh 3
J H OLSEN Ibw b Lockett 8
A BRIGQS not out . 0
F | HERBERT b 0
Extras ......ooe0 e
Total 25

Second Innings

D CH TOWNSEND c Deighton b Crump 23
A H PARNABY run out ............c.e0vueen 17
J H BERESFORD not out .................. 27
J A ADAMSON c Beevers b Lockett ... 1
M QGIBSON Ibw h Lookett ... . 1
J GARR o Crump h Locket [T}
J ¥ OLSEN not out [
Extras P
Total (for 8 wkts) ,........102
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Stafordshire—First tnnings
0. M. R. w.
Herbert e B 39 8
Towmsend . e 2 8 .. 1
Close e 2 33 1
oarr .... e 2 23 3
Olsen .. 0 ... 20 0
Second Innings
M, R. w.
Herbert 2 B5 . 2
Townsend 2 5 0
Olose 4 34 4
Qlsen ° 40/ %, 3
Carr .. 4 57 0
Collin ... (] 19 0
Parnaby i ... 30 1
Innings
M.
Stubbs . s 2
Deighton 3 2
Lockett 8 2
8hardiow 0 0
Ikin  ...... 0 ... 0
Crump 0 ... 43 3
8econd Innings
0 M. R. Ww.
Delghion ...uo.. w 1 b 0 e B .. 0
twbbe .ooiieiine s @ w0 4 . @
Lookett ... oee 14 ie 8 oo 3T ee @

Orump poecsrocrsq 8.3 c0q B 9y 48 poq 9
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MINOR COUNTIES CRICKET

STAFFORDSHIRE'S IMPROVED

PLAYING RECORD

J. T. IKIN AND F. TAYLOR HEAD
' THE AVERAGES

HANDICAP OF CONSTANT CHANGES

Although
staffordsh
shows @

(]
;:wllng has proved a big failing,

suffering defeat
ire's record In the Minor Counties Cricket Champlonship
substantial Improvement on last season, the county's

being 45.23 against 31.66.
ing C whila constant changes in personnel

in the last two. matches,

Batting weakness against fast

handicapped the team. J. T. lkin (Porthill Park) and F,
::;:or (Bursiem) have the distinotion of heading the batting and

powling averages.

(By COVER-POINT)

Although Staffordshire ha\.'e
aterially improved their record in
lee Minor Counties  Cricket

Championship — their average |is
4523 against 31.66 last seasor.l—f.,he
qummer finished on a disappointing
pote. successive defeats at the hands
of Cheshire and Durham spoiling a
reat chance of finishing among the
Jeaders for the first time for several
e\f';s(:n s1x of the o_ig}'u fixturcs had hc("r.l
fulfilled, Staffordshire’s average of 63.43
' them highly placed, and as their
el nents in the last two games, Cheshire
oPgDDurham. had already lost to Stafford-
.)nm once this season, there were great
;:) es of a notable record.
cfeats in the last two games were
imarily traceable to batting weakness
it nst fast bowling—the only other
“;fxlt of the season, against Yorkshire II.
d-es also largely due to the same cause—
"d tris feature, and the absence of a
mal'\' good fast bowler in the side have
g,-en the chief failings
staffordshire’s chance, of course,

Id have been greatly improved if the
::::ngest side could have been chosen

rly, but, unfortunately, as in
;:Ev::usy'seasom. repeated changes had
to be made.

i rwce, Lockett, who has been out-
m};ﬁ;jr‘;ﬁ;als‘ucccssrul with his bowling for
several years, was not aval_lable until thg
Jast match of the campaign, while F.
Taylor, the Burslem player, could only

ive his services in three games.

How much his absence has meant can
e gauged from the fact that in those
three games he took 18 wickets at a cost
of 242 runs, figures which give him the
powling honours  at the expense of
ghardlow, who has considerably improved
on his record of last season when his 11
wickets cost him 2¢< runs. .

Apart from these two, tho‘ bowling
srength has rested chiefly on 8. Crump,
who had the distinction of taking most
wickets. A record of 27 for 513 runs is
Ya‘r better than last scason, but not so good
as in 1936 or 1935

The batting has depended far too much
on J. T. Ixin, R. Smith and C. C. Clarke.
Ikin, whose loss to Staffordshire when he
has qualifed for Lancashire, will be a
severe blow, has topped the averages for
the first time, and for the third successive
year he has scored more runs than any
sther player.

His record of 431 runs is only 11 fewer
than last season when he had one innings
more, and it was his brilliant century
yesterday against Durham  which
ensbled him to beat R. 8mith, the
Caverswall player, for both aggregate
and average distinctions.

Ikin, apart from his century. has 'ha'd
four innings of more than 50, while Smith's
best efforts have been 116 and 91.

After these two, the success of C. C
Clarke (Burton) has been most no!ahle._hxs
aggregate of 329 for an average of 27.41

surpassing - he has
previously.

Fielding honcurs were taken by J. T.
Ikin, who, apart from accepting five
catches, set a brilliant standard through-
out the season. Four wicketkeepers were
tried during th: year, L. Lowe stumping
three and catching twe; R. Hammcend
stumping on? and catching two; Blair
stumping one and catching three; and
Beevers catching two. Other catches were
taken by S. Crump 4: Hollowood and
Shardlow three each; R. Smith, Clarke,
Arkinstall, Deighton and Lockett two
cach; and Reynolds. Tuvlor. Stubbs.
Broderick. Adams, Pedley. Patterson and
L. H. Crump, vne each

THE AVERAGES

anything done

BATTING
\ I(\;nl Highest
nns ut Score A

T TRAN uvinivn 14 .., 0 .. 110..4?&?
R. Smuth ......... IS o2 1le L, ax
R 8. Patterson . & ... 1 ...
E. Brodeiick LI U
C. C. Clarke ... 15 ... 1 ..
Reg. Halton .., 4 .. ¢ .
T. R Deighton 6 o 1,
B Shardlow ... 10 .., 3 |
L. H Crump ... 4 ... ¢ |
G. Pedley ... 4, 1
A. B. Hollowvod 5 .., ¢ |
S Crump .. .. 14 .01,
R. Hammond ... 3 ... ¢y | . ;
W. A Adams ... 9 ... ¢ : K
F. Taylor 5..2.0 "g; :
L. Lowe 4 ...0 .. 9 !
W. Stubbs [ 4! 0
J /{3‘. Bllf;:r ...... . S0 e 2. Ueh

80 Batted —E. Binns, 1v and 0 E Ga
10 an:lll:rR. H. Plant, 11 ang h:1 X }'l(‘e'\'xE\Anl(‘dg]e(‘
and u*; V. T. Troman, 6 und 5 F. J. Wakelin,
14 and 0°) W. M Arkinatal: A G

13 4
9 and 0 A, Lockeit, 23 and ?Sa;nflj (;I)ABeseTle‘r';

¢ Denotes not out

16 and 0
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BOWLING

F. Taylor ...
. Shardlow
. Pedley
Crump
Lockeit T
. Reynolds .....,

\n
-

E
T
T
&

- R. Deigiton ... 40 .. 7 ..,141 ... 3 ...37.0u
Also bowled: V. T. Troman. 5—0—18—0: E.
Broderick 30-—7—72—2; L. E. Gile, 6-4-1—
Reg Halton. 8—1—35—1; E. Binns.

21—3-75—2.
MATCH RESULTS

Results of the matches were as follows:

Cheshire at Oxton.—Staffordshire 179
and 174; Cheshire 139 for nine dec. and
200; won by 14 runs.

Yorkshire 11., at Porthill.—Staffordshire
86 and 171; Yorkshire 1I. 208 and 51 for
one; lost by nine wickets.

Durham, at Norton-on-Tees.—Stafford-
shire 294 and 55 for 3: Durham 133 and
215; won by seven wickets.

Northumberland, at Newcastle-on-Tyne,
—Staffordshire 256 and 244 for eight dec.:
Northumberland 270 and 53 for two; lost
on first innings.

Yorkshire 11, at Wakefield.—Stafford.
shire two runs for no wickets; match
abandoned owing to rain

Northumberland, at Michelin ground
Stoke.—StafTordshirc 243 and 40 for ﬁve:
Northumberland 157 and 124; won by five
wickets.

Cheshire, at Porthill.—StalTordshire 131
and 116; Cheshire 339; lost by an innings
and 92 runs,

Durham, at Walsall.—Staffordshire 135
and 258; Durham 295 and 102 for five: lost
by five wickets. !

HES> 300
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"““COUNTY CRICKET *

- Staffordshire Fail At
"7 Walsall

POOR BATTING AND MISSED
- CHANCES o

By THE ORITIO

The Staffordshire tenm had another
disappointing day at Walsall on Mon.
dny. At Nortonon.Tees in Juno they
scored 294 augainst practically the same
bowling. The return match saw tho side
dismissed in 2} hours for 135  And
there was nothing in the stute of the
pitch to account for it. The fact is that
after a most encouraging start to the
soason the batting has gone {o pleces
in the later mutelhies. True the Durham
captain, on winning the toss, sent Staf.
fordshire in first, and though in the
event it pald, there was little or no
change in the wicket, which played re.
markably well all day. The early morn.
ing dew may have given it just a shade
more life in the first hour or so, but if
so it was not perceptible. It has to he
recorded that Statfordshire made a dis-
ustrous start, that worthy eHorts to effect
a recovery were too short-lived, and that
when Durham batted early chances were
missed behind the wicket, which had
they had been taken would have made a
vast difference to the game,

Arthur  Smith and Aaron Lockett
turned out for the county for the first
time this year, and J. D. Beevers, the
Aston Unity wicket-keeper, was a new.
comer {o the team. R, B. Proud, the
Winchester captain, and the most talked-
ot schools batsman of the year, did not
appenr for Durham as aunnounced, pre.
feriing to play for Hampshire.

A SHOCKINQ START

The brothers Smith opened the batting
for Stafordshire, and in the first over
the Norton profesaional played on to
tive Ifast left.ntm bowler, Herbert. It
was virtually a yorker, and probably
swung just enough in to the bataman
to cause him to edge it on to the leg
stumpy. Patterson  was inclined to
s pibble " at Townsend's off-theory from
the first, and at 13 he fell in the slips
from & harmless ball which he should
have left alone. Before he could zettle
down Ikin wns out to an incredible shot.
He tried to sweep a straight ball round
tc leg with an agricultural mow, missed
it, and turned it off the leg-stump on
to the off witih his pad. Deighton played
late at a straight one well up to him,
and four wickets had gone for 25.

Roy Smith had been batting soundly,
and made most of the runs, and he and
Clarke, ncting captain, made the bowl.
ing look easy while adding 32 mune, but
Simith then cut a short  ball without
keeping it down sufficiently, and was out
to a low cateh in the gully. Clarke
was playing beautiful ericket, at least
as good as any seen dduring the day.
and had four splendid fours, but at 75
he lost a fast ball which sen® his leg-
stump  somersaulting  several  yards,
Crump and Tockett also showed that
the bowling had no spesial terrors, and
stayed together until funeh, but another
collapae took place after the rexnmp-
tion.  Lockett failed to conneet with a
fast  ball that grazed the leg-stump,
Beevers gave a soft cnteh at nhnrt-lt";:.
and at 133 Crump skied the ball to mid.
off in trying to drive. 1le and Lockett
added 39, and he batted well for an hour
and five minutes.  Shardlow was rather
unfortunate to be caught on the I_un)zv
Jeg boundary from what looked a likely
four. and so the Staffordshive team hind
for the most part got themselves out for
a wretehedly poor seore. It wasg a repeti-
t.on of the first day in the rvecent
(‘heshiire mateh, almost the same inade.
quate total followed by an afternoon’s
leather hunting.

|

DURHAM CAPTAIN'S CENTURY

From 3 o'clock until 7, except for a 20
minutes” tea  interval,  Staffordshire
bowlers toiled for small reward, and
fielders tried in vain for hours to check
the tip-and-run propensities of Town-
send, Parnaby, and Beresford. Beevers
had the misfortune to miss two catches
which would have changed the whole
trend  of the game if they had been
taken., Having scored five of the first
six runa, Parnaby, who averages over
100 in league cricket this scason, offered
a chance to the wicket-keeper stunding
back to Delghton, which was na easy as
any catch in that position ean be, but
he failed to hold jt.  Instead of one
wicet for six, the first wicket fell at 60.
And long before that, with Lis score at
22, Townsend was missed at the wicket
oft Shardlow.

Crump was called upon at 56, and
bowled Parnaby’s leg-stump in his first
<over, but Townsend and Beresford, both
enjoying some luck in the way of snicks
on each side of the wicket, but other.
wise playing well, stayed together an
hour and 40 minutes, and added 137 for
the gecond wicket. The pair took an
extraordinary number of short runs,
sonie of them daring, and as long ‘as
their understanding was perfect, the
fielders could not stop their merry and

audaoclors liftle game, but there was
almost certain to be a flaw some time,
and when it came Clarke threw the cap.
tain's wicket down. HHe had plaged a
dominant innings of two hours and 40
minutes duration, glving only the one
aciual chiance mentioned, and had hit
ten fours. Bereaford stayed to coiplete
a  woll-played half-century, and was
caught in the slips at 208,

Thon Stubhs returned to get a'couple
of quick wickota, but made the mistake
of serving up half-volleys to Carr and
waa driven for three fours in four balls.
Howaever, Crump got the hitter to sk{ the
ball to cover, and Durham finished the
day in the commanding position of hav.
ing o lead of 132 with four wickets in
hand.

OENTURY BY JOHN IKIN

Statfordshire wound up the season
wilth a splendid recovery, but the first
day's failure was such that defeat could
not be avoided though it was achicved
by Durham in the last over one minute
fiom the cxpiration of extra time. In
the day's plny nine Purbam wickes
were captured for 130 runs, and Staf-
fordshire played a second innings of

Durham's last four wickets added
only 28 runs, but at 11.50 StaHordshire
entered upon their second innings, re-
quiring 160 to avoid being beaten in a
single inniugs, They lost Roy Swmith
without a run scored, but from that
point they steadily improved their posi-
tion, Ikin and Patterson scored 85 for
the second wicket in g many minutes,
and Tkin and Deighton 84 in 83 minutes,
Ikin  played” a  characteristic  innings,
wondertully gound in defenea and re.
plete with choice scoring strokes.  His
driving, which wns hard .and perfeetly
timed, was the chief source of his runs,
but he had all the strokes, and there
were hardly any flaws in his two hours
and 35 minutes' batting,  He reached
the boundngy 13 times, and wag oven.
tually caught in the long field when he
lifted n drive from the slow leg-break
bowler. The only blemish was a chance of
stumping when he had scored 47, for n
pordible chance he offered later to Cary
with a terrific veturn could hardly be
deseribed as such. .

Patterson playved the right  game in
keeping Tkin company for an hour and
46 minutes, and Deighton staved 38
minutes and batted well, Clarke hit
the only six of the match, getting Olsen
on the half-volley for a fine on-drive,
and Lockett, Beevers, and Shardlow all
helped the score along. But these late
batsmen  did  nog stay  quite  long
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:\:;;:;\gh to prevent Durham winning out-
The visitors had 82 minutes in which
to score 99 runs, a comparatively ey
task. But so steadily did Lockett u;ﬁl
Crump bowl that for a long time the
ln}t*mcn were pegged down. The fourt)
wicket fell at 58, and Carr joined Beres.
zun.l with 41 required in 20 minutes
This would not have been m‘t‘onlp]ish(:d
i spite of Carr's eagerness to hit, but
for one or two fluky fours, Beresford
Jumped in to drive Lockett and snicked
the ball just wide of his leg stumip for
four, and another hal] went  for  four
hyes, Then Carr skied the hall and wags
(-l'(-v(‘rl,\' caught four minutes from time
with five runs wanted. Olsen hurriel
in, and in the last over with a minute to
go made the winuning hit, '
 Staffordshire had lud o good day, but
just failed to save a point,  The 'n‘lwn
dance at the mateh was |Iisn|>poimlng..
STAFFORDSHIRE, 14t Inns

L. Smith ¢ Carr b Herbert
- Smith b Herbert ... .. .
.+ S. Patterson ¢ Close Iy Tu-w
; ! s ns
I, Ikin b Carr

.27

. . Clarke b Herbert .
Crump ¢ Townsend b Herbert
. Lockett b Herbert ... .
13, Bocevers ¢ Adanison b (arp
. Shardlow ¢ Collin b Caryp ,
. Stubbs not out v

13 ¢ SN

et e

| EovoléBon

Total
2nd Innings
. Smith b Herbert

—

—=>

.S ]l;ullersm\ b Close ...

. T, Ikin ¢ Beresford b Olann
. It Deighton Jbw b Olsc(nlun .
. C, Clarke b Herbert ... "
- Crump ¢ and b Parnaby
A. Lockett b Close ... 0. :
J. D. Beevers lbw b Olsen
B, Shardlow not out ..., ;
W. Stubbs Ibw b Close |

It

Extrag . " 18
Total ..., 58
DURHAM.—1st Inn,, e
D. C. 1. Townsend run ou,
A. H. Parnaby b Crump ~is

J 1. Beresford e Lockett b e e
1. A, Adamison ¢ Beevers b%ﬁ:tx;‘ o
M. Gibson ¢ I Smith b Lockett o
T. Collin ¢ Crump b Stubly -

Carr ¢ Patterson b Crumyp ., (
1. A, (lose ¢ Leckett b De 2
J. H. Olsen 1bw b Lockety 3
A. Briggs not out .. - 8
Herbert b Crump -1

Extras .., . N 2

Total ... 2;5

ind Innings

D. €, H. Townsend ¢ De
Cromp ‘ghton 1,
A. H. Parnaby run out |,
J. H. Berestord not out .

J. A. Adamson ¢ Beevers | 't
M. Uibson lhw b L(wkett?..) LOCRelL_ 1
Carr ¢ Crump b Lockett .. "
3. 11 Olsen not out .,
Extras
Total (5 wkta) 102
BOWLING
8taflordshire—1g¢ Innings
Herbert 17—5—39—5. Tow
o ' end 5—9
=1; Close 9-2--33—1; Carr 10,5 g "5 3P
Olsen 6—0--20—0. e

fnd Innings

Herbert 17--2--86—2: Townsend 4—2—5
-0 l“loso 18.5—4—WU—4; Olgen 8—0—40
—3; Carr 18—4—87—0; Collin 6—0—18—0:
Parnaby g—1—30—1, ’

Durhbam—1st Innings

Stubbs 18--3—62—g: Deighton 17—3—.
—2; ]Locke!l~ 28—6—72—9: Slmnl]nts
8—0-40—0; Crump 13.5-0 a3 3. Iki

e H in
nd Innings )

Deighton 1+ 0—8—0. Stubhg 1—0—.
i g o) Stuhb, 1 4-0;
gs(:l.ot 143 -37—3; Crumy 13.2—p
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COUNTY 'CRICKET REVIEW

I_ﬁiproved Percen_tage i

BUT GOOD SEASON MARRED

BY POOR FINISH.

By THE CRITIO

The 8tafordshire players do not appear
to be good stayers, They repeated exactly
last year's experienco by losing the last
two anatches und epoiling what up to
that stage was a good record. A year
ngo in the holiday wetk they were heavily
beaten by Cheshire, who repeated the
castigation in the corresponding match
at the beginning of the present month,
Last year the tcam went on to give a
weak display ut Manchester, and this
time they were similarly afflicted at
Walsall, though a splendid recovery on
the second day to some extent saved
their credit without accomplishing any-
thing more tangible. There was another
respect in which history repeated itself.
Prior to the last two amatches in 1937
the avernge runs scoredd per wicket for
Staffordshire was higher than that of
opponents, but the last two games put
the balance on the other side. This
scuson the avernge before the last two
defeats was 20.27 for and 18,80 against,
but the margin swung round in favour
of opponents ngain at the finish. How-
ever, considering all the difficulties, the
resulta are not at all discreditable, and
the form shown has been encouraging.
It must be remembered that Aaron
Lockett was not available until the last
mateli, that Taylor only played in three,
and that Ermest Hawley and In K Uale,
succeasful opening batsmen lnst season,
were both abrent. The Duwdley captain
took part in the first mateh, and was
eaptain for the washed out match at
Wakefield, but otherwise he could not
spare the time, and Hawley was in-
capacitated by illness throughout. These
are very severe handicaps, and the
hon. sccretary and his committee are
to be congratulated on the success of
their eHorts to surmount them and main.
tain the all-round strength of the side.

The programme was reduced to cight
matches this year, the iime-honoured
fixtures with Lancashire IT. being dis-
continued. One match was rained off
afler five minutes play, and so does not
eount in the competition. Of the other
seven three were won (Cheshire, Dur-
ham, and Northumberland), three lost
(Yorks. II., Cheshire, and Durham), and
one lost on the first innings (Northum-
berland). These results yielded 19
points of a possible 42, and a per-
centage of 45.23, compared with 31.66
last year. The last time the champion-
ship was won was in 1927 with a per-
centage of 90, and the figures for cach
gucceeding year up to 1836 were: 66.66,
56, 60, 57.14, 68.57, 37.50, 37.50, 30.95 and

Batting 15 times including the brief
start at Wakefield, Staffordshire lost 125
wickets for 2.384 runs, an average per
wicket of opposing teams were captured

at a cost of 2,286 runs, average per
wicket of 1892, and 107 wickets
of opposing tenms  were eaptured

county was therefore 244 per wicket,
compared with 1.12 last year, when the
vesults were not so good., Last year the
average was 17.99, and that of opponents
19.11. The batting shows a gain of a
run per wicket, and the howling a loss
of over two runs per wicket.

The season will be remembered as the
firat in which the old County Ground
at Stoke has not been available for
cricket. And I hope there will also be
oceasfon to remember it as the first in
which county cricket has been played
on the ground of the Michelin Works at
the Boothen end of Stoke. In other
words, it is to be hoped that the en.
couraging experiment made this year
will prove to be the start of a long and
successful association of coumty cricket
with this new venue. It seems futile
to look for support for county cricket
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in the south of the county. This week
served to provo once more that the
people in large numbers who attend
Saturday afternoon matches at centres
like Walsall cannot spare a full work-
ing day for a county match. The charge
for admission at Walsall was reduced to
6. specially to cater for the working-
class followers of the Walsall club, but
the object in view was not attained.
Only about £10 was taken, and most of
those present would have paid the custo.
mary shilling for admission. And they
would have had their money's worth on
both days. In such favourable weather
the match would have attracted a much
larger “‘gate” in the north of the county,

The matches, both home and away,
have furnished thoroughly onter!ninilig
cricket. Two centuries were scored for
Staffordshire, by R. 8mith and John
Ikin, and C. C. Clarke and Smith got
near to making the nuinber four. Dennis
and D. C. H. Townsend scored centuries
against the team. Ikin, in spite of a
luckless period during which he scored
only 32 runs in six consecutive innings,
got within a dozen runs of his. last
year's aggregate, which was the largest
by any Staffordshire batsman for 26
years. Roy Smith has also batted well,
and Cyril Clarke never batted quite so
well before. These three have been the
chief run.getters, and 8tanley Crump,
fortunately able to play in all ghe
matches this year., has heen a atefldy
and dependable bhowler, with Taylor
doing well in the few matches he has
participated in, and B. Shardlow be.
coming a regular player, and sometimes
bowling extremely well, These three
have taken most of the wickets,

Some new players have been intro.
duced, and the county may prove to
have found a batsman of value in the
18-years.old Walsall player, R. 8, Patter.
son. T. R. Deighton, of Denstone Col-
lege, has been of service as an all-rounil
player since he joined the team, and R.
Halton, the Leek left-hander, has im.
proved his batting so much that more
may be heard of him. In the endeavour
to discover a satisfactory wickel-keeper_
three men new to the team have been
tried in L. Lowe, J. E, Blair, and J, D,
Beevers, but none of them has been able
to produce his best club form, and the
problem does not appear to be quite
satisfactorily solved as yed.

In a sccond article next week T ehal)
have more to say about individual form
Details :— )
June 8 and 8, at Oxton, Staffs. 179 (R, §

Patterson €2 not out, J. T. Tkin 56) ang

174 (Ikin 88); Cheshire 138 for 9, oo,

(8. Crump 4 for 38) and 200 (Tnylor §

for 65, (‘rrmp 4 for 65). Won.

June 13 and 14, at Porthill, Statfs,
I7L {Ikin 81); Yorkn, 11, 206 (Watend
, Taylor 7 for 78) and &

Ty 1 for one,
June 20 and 81, at Norton.on.Tees, &

284 (R. Bmith 116, C. C. Clarke 5‘1"".3;'

Crump 44) and B85 for 33 Dulrham.uj

(B. Ehardlow 3 for 12, Q. Pedlley 3 for

32) and 215 (Shardlow 3 for 17), Won
June 22 and 23, at Newcaatlo-on-'l‘yne‘

Btaffs. 256 (Ikin 78, Q. Pedley 40) ‘and

244 for 8 dee. (Smith 81, Clarke 67):

Northumberland 270 (W, G. Mackay

89, Ikin 4 for 68, Shardlow 4 for 68)

and b3 for 2. Lost on lat inninga
July 11 and 12, at Wakefield, Stnﬂa\é {

0; Yorks. IL. did not bat. Rain o

decision. » o
July 20 and 21, at Michelin

Stoke, Btaffs. 243 (Clarke 82) R:r?(‘]ln:]é

for 5; Northumberland 187 8. C
-4 { 31)? mmp
Yoo 3L, and 1% (Taylor & for gy,

Aug. 3 and 4, at Porthin
(Reg. Holton 48, Dennis ¢ for oo



116 (Bartley 8 for 31); Cheshire 339
(Dennis 145, Shardlow 4 for 63), Lost.

Aug. 15 and 16, at Walsall, Btaffs. 135
ond 258 (J. T. Ikin 110); Durham 285
(D. (. H, Townsend 112, J. H. Beres.
ford 54), and 102 for 5 (Lockett 3 for
37). Lost.

FEATURES OF THE PLAY

The scagon opened at Oxton, where
Staffordshire won an exhilarating match
after an exciting finish. Ikin got off the
mark in great style with scores of 58 and
8€, though the later was rather lucky,
for he gave several chances. Tho most
plensing feature was the debut of R. 8.
Patterson, of Walsall, then just 18. His
62, not out, in the first Innings against
good fast howling constituted a notable
heginning to n career whieh I hope will
bo long and successful as a Stafford-
shire batsman. C. C. Clarke gave cvi-
dence of the improved tonn which was
to be n gratifying feature of tho scason,
but there was rather an elongated tail
to the batting. Levi Lowe, of Knypers-
ley, was tried as a wicket-keeper, and
had a good mateh. Stanley Crump,
Taylor, and Reynolds bore the brunt of
the bowling and did their job well, and
one or two catches that will long be
talked about were made, It was g bril-
linnt rally when a great stand by Wal-
stenholme and Dutton seemed to have
won the mateh for Cheshire that finally
gained the points,  When the two had
put on 108 for the fourth wicket the
home county necded only 35 more to
win, but inspired bowling by Crump
and Taylor, brilliantly supported in the
fleld, pulled the game out of the fire.

Then came the first of the two matches
at Porthill that were destined to  spoil
the sgeason’s record, and extinguish
championship chanees. The ban on the
use of water was probably responsible
for the pitch lLecoming dangerous after
n few hours’ play. Yorkshire 11, were
fortunate cnough to be batting during
those few hours before the wicket broke
up, and beyond all question the York-
shire captain won the match when he
won the toss. Falling 122 runs behind
on the first innings, Staffordshire were
in a hopeless position, but Ikin aml
Patterson, in a valiant stand for an hour
and a quarter producing 79 runs, effee-
ted a second innings improvement and
compelled the visitors to  bat again.
Several Staffordshire plavers were tem-
porarily laid out on the first atiernoon,
when the piteh was at its worst, and L.
Lowe had a finger broken while batting,
which kept him out of the game for a
month or more, In Yorkshire'g first
innings Taylor bowled 40.2 overs for 72
runs and seven wickets, and Crump
ok two for 56 in 35 overs.

On their Northern tour the Stafford.
shire team, though short of Taylor, and
wtill without Lockett, gave an exeellent
account of iwelf,  Durham were com.
fortably beaten, and the Northumber-
land match drawn in  Staffordshire's
favour though first innings points were
narrowly lost. In the two matclies the
team score:dl 849 runs tor the losg of 31
wickets, giving an average of over 27
rung per wicket. The tour was some-
thing of a triviph for Roy Smith, who
scored 140 for once out out at Norton
and 88 at Newcastle.  His 116 against
Durham was the first eentury he had
ever scored, and he had the bad luck to
miss another by being run out for 91 at
Newcastle.  Clarke shared two century
partnerships with Smith, the pair add-
ing 109 in 105 minutes at Norton, and
126 in 63 minutes when runs were
wanted quickly at Newcastle They were
not the only batting successes, for Tkin,
Cruinp,  Pedley, Shardlow, Broderick,
Hollowood, and Adams all had a share
in the good work, The bowling was
cieverly managed by the eaptain, and
Shardlow, Crump, Ikin, Pedley, and
Stubbs, all rendered useful service,

After 0 complete wash-out at Wake.
field, the first county wmateh on the
ground of the Michelin works ar Stoke
was favoured by nice weather and
proved o suceess. Exeept for tne abor-
tive mateh at Wakefield T, R. Deighton

9
of Denstone College, and J. E, Blair,
the Stafford wicket keeper, male their
fiist appearance in the eounty team, ang
both did well in their respeetive roles,
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while E. J. Wakelin made higs only ap-
earance of the season. Good bowling
by Crump, Taylor, Wakelin, angd Shard.
low got rid of a strong batting side
cheaply, and a fine innings of 92 by
Clarke was a prime factor in giving Stal-
fordshire a first iunings lead of 886,
which  proved decisive, though five
wickets were lost on a difficult, drying
wicket in getting 40 runs to win,

Back to Porthill for the return with
Cheshire in holiday week Staffordshire
suffered from three wmajor disabilities,
viz., a sadly depleted teams, a totnl lack
of fast bowling, aml a bad attack of
nerves, ‘“dive o dog a bad name and
hang him.” The Porthill wicket had
earned a bad repute in the Yorkshire
mateh, when such remarks as “Fancy
Dennis on this™ were hear. Well, the
pitch was dry and fast for the Cheshire
mateh, and it didn't look well. But it
played quite reasonably well, and fear
of what it might do haJ a good deal [0
do with the failure of the batting. That
is one explanation. Another is that the
wicket suited fast swing bowlers and did
not respond to spin. %hcrshim had the
first  variety; StaMordshire hnd the
second. In other words, in the prevail.
ing conditions Cheshire were much the
better side.

W. M. Arkinstall, of Market Draywon,
assisted Staffordshire for the firat time
and  shaped well though not getting
many runs. The only batsmen {n earn
much credit were Reg Halton, I.. H.
Crump, and Deighton. Dennis had a
great match, following up six wickets
for 44 with the best innings of the sea.
son against Staffordshire and the only
century, Others scored well, and the
total of 339 gave Cheshire an innings
victory. E. Binns, of Hartshill, 5
junior club, filled a late vacaney, and
there was a certain amount of vim and
menace in his fast.medium bowling,
With Crumip and. 8hardlow ho bore the
brunt.

The final match of the scason is re-
ported in this issue,

The following are the season’s aver.

ages :—
BATTING

Not Tt), Hat,
Inns, out runs se.  qy.
J.T. lkin ... 14 0 431 10 30.78

2 331 1168 30.09

2 147 62° 29.00

Broderick . 1 5 25 gggp

C. C. Clarke . 0 38 9, 2133
R. Halton ..... 4 0 04 48 23.50
T. R. Deighton ... 6 1 83 38 18.60
B, Shardlow ... 10 3 130 33 18.57
L.HCump ... 8 0 70 3 17.50
G. Pedley .......... . 4 1 5 4 18.63
A. B, Hollowood 5 0. -8 g7 16.20
8. Crump ........... M1 167 M 1pg,
R. Hammond 3 0 8 13 gy
W..A. Addams .. 8 0 T 3 949y
F. Taylor ....... 5 2 18 8 gop
L. Lowe ... 4 0 17 9 49
W. Btubba 4 2 4 4. 2.00
J. E. Blair ... 30 2 06

Batted Twice: A. Lockett 23 and 13;
E. J. Wakelin 14, 0°; J. D). Beevers 0, 18:
W. M. Arkinstall 13, 0; R. H. Plant 11, o:
L. E, Gale 10, 1; V. T. Troman 6, 5. A’
Reynolds 9, 0°; A. Smith 0, 9; A, Bi'nm;
11°, 0. Did not bat, A. W. Ikin.

BOWLING

0. M. R. W. Av.
F. Taylor ... 124.1 32 202 18 1344
B. Shardlow ... 964 201 276 18 15,33
(G. Pedley ...... ~20 0 80 5 18.00
S, Crump ... 250; 46 513 27 19.00
A. Lockett ..., 42" 9 109 5 21.80
J. T. Ikin ... 63 6 ™0 T 34.28
W. Stubbs ...... 62 14 185 5 37.00

Also Bowled: E. J. Wakelin A—e—
—4, A. Reynolds 27—4—-78—3, T. R. Deig{)ii
ton 40—7—141-3, E. Broderick 30—7—T72
~2. A Binns 213-T3 2 L E (e
6—1—16—1, R. Halton 8—1-35"1 v T,
Troman 5—0—18—0. )
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NO CHANGE AT EITHER END OF
THE TABLE

By THE ORITIO

~INE, but cold, sums up the weather
P conditiona in North Btaffordshire on
gaturday, the temperature having
dropped at least 10 degrees in two days,
As the sun was gencrally obscured by
Yieavy clowds it was not a congenial
afternoon, and the light was poor, but
it was fine, and all the matches were
finished except one, which went the full
five hours without a decision, A3 a re-
sult of the day’s play there was little
change in the order of merit in  the
League table. In fact, the only altera.
tion was an advance of two places by
Longton by reason of their fourth con-
recutive victory. But the most fateful
result was Stone's third victory in a row,
for it practically assurcd the retention
of their place in Section A. With only
nine more points at stake they cstab-
lished a lead of nine points over filver-
dale and seven points over Crewc. Both
the bottom clubs being ‘defeated, and
both the top clubs gaining full points,
the position at both ends of the table
was unchanged.  The leaders (id not
allow their challengers to creep any
closer.  They gained the most convine.
ing victory of the day, completely over-
whelming Knypersley. Tho defeats at
Norton and Nantwich have evidently
not destroyed their mornle. By defeat.
ing their neighbours at Crewe Nantwich
recorded a sequence of five wins, broken
only by a blank day owing to rain,
While maintaining their challenge to
Burslem, the Champions made the
situation of the Alexandra no easier.
However, a hard struggle by Silverdale
brought no reward, so Crewe's two
points advantage was  not  disturbed.
Blythe Works gained a point by the skin
of their teeth, but none of the three
bottom eclubs has an easy programme
t fulfil, so the relegation problem is
xtill unsolved.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE:

Burslem 182 for 5 dec., Knypersley 61.
trewe Alexandra 88, Nantwich 110 for §.
Longton 137, Silverdale 85.

Norton 114, Leck 118 for 6.

Caverswall 63, Stone 132 for 7.
Porthill 159 for 9 dec., Blythe Works

139 for 9.
LEAGUE TABLE

W. L. D. Pts
Burslem 14 4 1 43
Nantwich 12 4 3 30
Longton ... 100 6 3 33
Knypersley 9 68 4 3l
Norton ..o 9 6 4 31
leek ... 7 4 8 89
Porthill ... 7 7 5 28
Caverswall 8 8 5 23
Stone ... 8 10 3 21
Biythe Works 4 11 4 18
rewe Alex. 3 11 6 M
silverdale ... 3 13 3 12

DANGER OVER FOR STONE
Skilful Bowling Beats Caverswall

Three wceeks ago Stone were'In a
highly dangerous position.  They *had
not won a match for five weeks. Since
then they have gained full points (nine),
whilst Crewe have picked up three,
Blythe Works one, and Silverdale none,
pird the trio of victories has killed the
relegation bogey. One mwre point will
make them absolutely safe. But if they
fail to get it Silverdale will require the
full nine points in the laat three matches
to get level. )
Softened pitehes have given Be:t Shard-
Jow his chance, and his clever spin
howling, and the accurate attack of
Mancock, have been the prime factor in
the triple success of the team. This com-
hination was altogether ¢vo good for the
Caverswall batsmen after the invaluable
wicket of Roy Smith had been thrown
away at the start, R. M, Bradbury, who
opened the atting with the professional
when- E. J. Wakelin had won the tora,
played a hard stroke to mid-on. Smith
started for a run, was sent back, and
had gone too far. It was a near thing,
but he was given out, probably cor-
rectly. ‘It was the striker's call, and it
Emith dashed off without n call it was
his own fault; if he was called and then
went back it was his partner's fault, Any.
way, there was no run, and if Bradbury
had attempted it he would have been
run out. That, of course, would have
heen preferable to wasting Sinith’s
wicket. It was a grievous blunder on
somebody's part, and it may have had a
decisive effect on the result of the game.
It was the third time Smith has been
out in the zmme way. I stated last
week that being three times run out had
reduced the average of R. H, Plant from
40 to 30. In Roy Smith's case it has re.
duced his average from 30 to 2.

SMART WIOKET-KEEPING

Shardlow's leg-break quickly had Brad-
bury and D. A, Harper stumped, Jervis
being very quick in both cases, hut
especially 'in that of Harper, who only
raised his fuat for a aplit second, Three
wickets were down for eight, but K,
Rowley (16) and J. J1. Ragsdale (22)
added” 31, With better placing of the
field for Shardlow both might have had
a short stay, and even as it was there
were possible chances off the left-arm
bowler. Bhardlow was turning the ball
very abruptly from leg, frequently too
much to hit the wicket, and it was when
hie pitched s little wider after com-
plately benting bat and wicket several
times, that he wnas hit square for an
accasional four. Hancock was keeping
the runs down by his accuracy, and it
.ecemed hardly wise to take him oft in
favour of H. H. Wood. However, Bhard-
Jlow bowled RMowlev and Ragsdale, the
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by his analysis of 7 for 41,

.roft had beentrapped by Pickard

latter with a lovely legbreak that hit
the top of the off-stump instead of just
niissing & as 20 many did, and Hancock
resuming there was no further check tn
the bowlers. A. Pickard was out to quite
n good glide off 1lancock, Jervis, stand.
ing bLack about three yards, diving full
length to make a remarkable catch,
Wakelin stayed 35 minutes, and had the
best hit of the innings in his 186, a square
leg hit off 8hardlow. He was ninth out
nt 83, when one of Shardlow's was too
good for him mml again found the off.
stump, The left-hander waa not flattered
It migh

easily have been much better, 'ﬂ’mt
cock’'s accuracy wus veflected in his
analysls 12--7—7—2. In the laat three
matches he has taken 12 wickets for 41
runs, an average of 3.41. He has taken
54 wickets, and 8hardlow &. '

PICKARD'S SPINNERS WERR
-, TROUBLESOME -

Wakelin“opened ' the® bow =
Caverswall ‘with Pjckard,’but 11:?:& tfl(::
slow bowler \who caused trouble,” The
wicket was rather too dead for the eap-
tain, who was accuraté -but conld gut no
life out of the pitch.”: After F; Ravens.

break under th o
der the new rule 3 i
runs weored, R, W, -Ilai'r‘ih;m::n(:{“"l\‘:mil)r
8lynn showed the best class of batting
scen in the mateh, Slynn mnlntnlnlel‘:
a correct defence, and Harriqa collect, (l
the hul.k of the runs by gowl utmkm
used with diserimination, He mad 033
out of 39 and causad Wakelin to 0l
way to J. Tabbinor, but fell to o mi? o
catch ol the new bowler, Hnncook( o
at sea with an off-break (leg-break twna
right-hander) from Pickard, Woml 1 (T q
inxide a straight ball from Tnbhhmx{ n;‘ =
out scoring, and Slynn was beaten l:\- U
off-spinner from Pickard anq blu v
ufter a valuable resistance of gg mlmlml
for 8 runs, Jervis and Shurdlow ca e
gether with five wickets down for slsm‘ M
the wicket-keeper skied a ball bac] N
Tabbinor which the bowler made ::Qk o
any attempt to catch. If he hag ac b
a palpably easy catch Stone wnu]fef)tml
had _ulx wickets down with 11 rm(x i
required, Caverswall's lnst fai t! eall
went with that mistake. nt hope
Pickard's next over yielded 13 rups

mlm iuﬂ-drlve by Shardlow being t'h‘:
winning  hit.  Thereafter nume i
bowlers tried their hand, fous

il received
ntsmen, wlyy
hour, Shard.
hit xeven fours
1 seored 35, nat
rawn with sevey
bowled 14 overs
lekets, ang Tab.

cnstigation from the -tw
added 59 in under hnl'(“‘\:?nl
low, badly missed once
in his 39, and Jervia lu'u
out, when stumps were
wicketa down, Pickard
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Nantwich won by seven wickets, It was
the' familiar  combination of K. H.
Steventon and W, T. Maybury that upset
the home team, and their respective
records were five for 34 and five for 44,

EXCITING FINISH AT CRESSWELL

Blythe Works had the help of E. Haw-
ley for the firat time this season, and he
showed that his illness has not affected
his batting, for he played a qood and
valuable innings of 44 when the Works
went in against the declaration of Port-
bill. J. 8 Heath (36) and N. W. White
(30) batted well for the visitors, and J.
W. Brown and Ikin gave useful aid, but
scoring was not verv brisk, and the
Works held up so well that they looked
like playing out time with wickets to
apare, A sensational last over by Ikin
almost snatched a victory, however, for
with the last three ballx of the mateh
he took two wickets and leat the last
hatsman to miss the wicket by an inch,
He took rix wickets for 51.

Norton balting failed at Leek until F.
J. 8mith (30) and G, T, Lancaster (24)
put on 52 for the ninth wicket. Even so
the total was inadequate, and Leek hnd
a four wickets' margin. Pat. Charnock
ngain played a stylish hinings of 21, and
C. Bonsail (21) and H. Birch (20) helped
to put Leek in a winuing position, -

J. Whalen, after several years of re-
tirement, turned out again to help 8il-
verdale in their extremity. Longton
were their visitors, and the home team
were not disgraced though beaten once
more, They had a taste of the quality
of It. II. Plant’s batting, for the Long-
ton captain hit a chanceless 84, and with
W. Bourne (38) added 88 for the third
wicket. The rest of the Lonaton batting
was not distinguished. and F, Vardy
made his season’s “bag” into 68 wickets
(after missing the firat two matches) by
taking six for 56.

It was not a hig score for Silverdale
to face, and with their team of a few
years ago they would probably have
made light of it, but it proved too much,
Broadhurst doing the damage with xix
flll' 38, :

——

MARKET DRAYTON v.

S8TAFFORD
Playod at Market Drayton on Saturday,
Scores :—
STAFFORD
W. T. White ¢ A, C. Lees b O'Brien 11
D. J. Powell ¢ Livock b Bryan ......
J. Whitfield ¢ and b O’Brien ......... 8
N. H. Read ¢ R. Arkinstall b A, C.
Teea ...cooocviiiveiinnnn. .. 39
-J, E. Blair b DBryan .27
Il. O. Beck b M. Arkinstall ... 10
E. U. Kenworthy ¢ M. Arkinstall 1
O'Brien

E. W. Redsha .
R. Barnwell b A, C. Lees
J. Hutchinsen not out ...

Extras

Total (9 wkts.) ......... 174
R. Rogers did not go in
\Bowling : Lees & for 38, Bryan 2 for 38,
O'Brien 3 for 39, M. Arkinstall 2 for 20.

MARKET DRAYTOM

M. T. Sutthery b Redshaw ............ 69
M. Arkinstall ¢ Hutchinson b Whit-
fleld ...
Capt. Livock b Redshaw 1
C. McMorran ¢ and b Redshaw ... 10
8. Bryan st Blair b Redshaw ........, 3
R. R. O'Brien not out ...... "
R, Arkinstall b Redshaw .,
R Furnival b Whitfleld ...
R. H. Uzeener b Redshaw ,
@, Lecs not out
A

Total (8 wkis.) ......... 182
Bowling ¢ Redshaw 6 for 81, Whitfield
8 for 68.

- GTAFFORD 00, v. MARKET
DRAYTON (0.

Played o¢ Statford on Saturday, 8taf.
ford won by 149 runs.

Stafford 11.2° D.. & Bloor run out 4§
G, H. Greatorex Ibw b Grifiths 8, K, ¢
Wood not-.out 118 J. R. Bithell
Newall b Waltoh 7, C, H. Yeates not oug
42, extras 363 %omllé@« 3 whts. dec,) 20g,

J. F. Herbert, I. . Fletcher, A, J. Hol.
ford, H, Flavell, J. J. Hatchett, C, E, P.
Holford, did not go in.

Market Drayton 1L. E. Love ¢ Fletcher
b Hatehett 15, C. Hilditeh b Hatehett 6,
A. Barnes ¢ A, J. Holford b Hatchett 10,
J Grifiths b Yeates 4, E. Barett ¢
Yeates b C. K. P, Holford 2, H. 8 Hiles
b Yeates 5, W, Newell ¢ Bithell b Yeates
3, 4. Walton b Yeates 4, B. Manning b
C. E. P, Hoiford 0, F. Vernon b Holford
2, J. Eardley not out 4, extras 3: totnl
57. J. J. Hatchett 3 for 20, C. H. Yeates
4 for 15, C. E. P, Holford 4 for 3,

TUTBURY v DERBY GRASSHOPPERS

At Tutbury on Raturday. Scores:—

Tutbury. 8. R. Rickman b Abel] 15,
W. West ¢ and b Abell 4, J. Powell run
out 18, T. L. Coxon b Barnett 18, R.
Bishop b Barnett 4, M. F. Hurdle ¢
Chase b Young 40, J. Billings b Barnett
5, J. Hope b Barnett 0, 8, Billings |
Young 1, L. Starbuck b Young 0, F. Wil.
son not out 3, extras 12; total 120,

Derby: D. G. Young ¢ Bishop 1
Hurdle 8, R. Bryn.Owen ¢ Hope b Hurdle
8. B, Trubshaw ¢ 8. Billings b Bishop 5,
W. F. Jacques b Hurdle 16, F. W, Bar.
nett ¢ Bishiop b Hope 3, E. Chase b Rick.
man 15, R, {“mut not out 43, C. E. Waad
b Hurdle 4, K. Pennington not out 11,
extras 8; dotal (for 7) 121,

SHUQGBOROUQGH PARK v. CANNING
POTTERY

At Shugborough on 8aturday, fcores :

Shugborough : B, Billington b Brain
20, R, 8tubbs run out 21, B. Higgin.
botham run out 8, A, Marsden ¢ and 1,
Rutter 0, 8. Hopper run out 2, H. Hough.
ton' b Brain 2, K, Bamford b Brain 6, J.
Walker b Rutter 8, A. Appleby not out
2, R. Chapman not out 0, extras 2; tota)
71 for 8. .

Canning Pottery: J. Bridgett b Stubby
28, W. Waters b Stubbs 0, 8. Rutter lbw
b Btubbs 0, W, Atkinson b Stubbs 11, J,
Spruce b Walker 3, N, Brain ¢ Walker
;’{o&ubb.a S.TB.uRu:ter cA{}gg inbotham 1,

nper 8, T. Martin o leby b Stub!
2, 8, Mould ¢ Billington b Hzpper 1, ?:
Greatbatch not out 0, extras 3; total 61 for
9 declared,
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COUNTY CRICKET REVIEW

SECOND ARTICLE

A Scrutiny of Form

o

OLD PLAYERS WHO WERE
MISSED, AND NEW ONES WHO
MADE GOOD

By THE

]N the season which has juat closed
- Btaffordshire's resources as a
cricketing county were put to a drastic
test for the second year in succession.
Last year the entire attack on which the
county had very langely relied in several
preceding seasona was not available for
most of the matches, and new bowlera
had to be found, The most succesful
of theao was F, Taylor, with B, Shard.
low also promising well, Taylor played
that year in every competition mateh,
and took 33 wickets, & number _equalled
by Aaron Lockett when he came in for
the later matches, Thiy year Tuaylor
played in  three matehes ounly and
Tockett in one. The point is this, that
Lt year the county had to mangge for
the most part without howlers who took
130 out of 148 wickets the previous sea-
son, and this season they had in most
of the matchey to do without the two
who Jast year took 68 wickets, while all
other howlers, ten in number, took 36.
That is part of the drastic test I men-
tioned,  That it was poesible to field an
attack of anything like the quality re-
quired in the Minor Counties’ Competi-
tion was surprising and creditable,

But that is not all, Last year L, E.
Gule and Ernest Hawley were highly
successful opening batsmen, scoring over
700 runs between them. This time Haw.
ley's iliness prevented his playing at all,
and Gale could not play after the first
mateh, except for that at  Wakefield,
which was rained of. To replace two
dependable opening batsmen was the
other part of the drastic test, These
dificuities should be borne in mind in
judizing the performances of the Staf-
fordshire team,

SOME STATISTICS

BRefore coming to a survey of indi-
vidual form a few statistics are not with.
out interest, The number of players
calted vpon was 29, which is eight fewer
than last year, but about an average
number, Staniey Crump alone took part
in every mateh, but Roy Smith, John
Ikin, C. C. Clarke, and B. Shardlow
missed only one. The captain, W. A,
Adams, took part in  six, and R, 8
Patterson, W, Stubbs, and T. R. Deigh-
ton in four. Ten players came into the
tenm for one mateh only, compared with
16 last vear,

On the Staffordshire side 54 playvers
were bowled, 48 caught, 12 Lbhw, §
stumped, and 7 run out, while 38 oppo-
nents were bowled, 43 caught, 15 Lbh.w.,
5 stumped, and 6 run out. Those who
took the moet catches were Ikin 5 €.
Crump 4, and Hollowood, Shardlow and
Blair 3 each. Blair kept the wicket in
three matches, or would have done but
for the rain at  Wakefleld, Lowe and
Hammond in two each, and Beevers in
one.  Lowe eaught two and  eptumped
3 hatxmen, Blair eaught 3 and stumped
onv, Beevera eaught two, and Hammound
caught two and stumped one.

The extras scored against Staffordshire
numbered 117, mado up of 55 byes, 45
leg-byes, 15 no-balls, and two  wides,
and those credited to the team were 134,
viz., 8% byes, 35 l¢g-byes, 9 no-balls, and

6 wides.
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A3 some statistles got rather mixed up
in my first article, I will repeat that
Staffs. scored 2,384 1ung for 126 wickets,
average 18.62, and 2286 runs were scored
agninst the county for 107 wickets,
average 21.35.

THREE CHIEF RUN-GETTERS

It meant a great deal to StaHordshire
that Ikin, R. Smith, and Clarke were
able to play in all the matches except
one, for they scored between them 1,090
of the 2,250 runs obtained from the bat.
Ikin, who played by courtesy of the
Lancashire County Club while qualify-
ing for that county, had an unaccount.
ably bad spell in which he was dis.
missed 8ix dimes consecutively for 32
runs, but batted ro well on other ocea-
siong that he heads the averages by a
fractionnl advantage over Roy ESmith,
and his aggregate is only 11 runs short
of that of last year, which, as 1 stated
last week, was the highest compiled by
nny  Staffordshire player aineco 1911,
When xet Tkin bats so well that he never
seems likely to get out, and it is gener.
ally in trying to force the pace that he
does g0, His defence is almost impervi.
ous when he gets going, and very few
hitable balls escape the right sort of
punishment, Ile may presumably have
one more season with his native county,
for he will not be qualified for Lancu-
shire until 1940,

Roy Smith has proved the soundness
of my contention for several years that
he ougzht never to be omitted from the
temn when available. His batting was
the feature of the mnorthern tour, and
one's only criticism would be that he
sometimes gives the impression that he
ia not particularly fond of fast bowling,
Bad wickets are probably responsible for
that. Slow bowlers have claimed his
wicket twice this season, an' fas
howlers eight times. I am not suggest.
ing that all these have Ybeen on baq
wickets, but when confidence has been
shaken by facing fast bowling on one
dangerous pitch it is liable to affect a
batsman'’s play ¢gainst similar bowling
for some time, though perhaps quite
unconsciously. And nbsolute confidence
is an essential in playing fast l)owling
Cyril Clarke, playing more N‘gu]nr].
than ever before, has heen of great vnluz
to the side. I think his batting improves
every year, and he has enjoyed a aplen.
did season in club as well as count
ericket, y

THE BEAS0N'S DISCOVERIES

Those are the three leadin
of the past season, but new gplfnygggmr}
value have made their appearance m?;]
the one claiming first notice is thevwa]
§nll boy, R. 8§ Patterron. He was trimi
in the opening match a few days afte
his l_Bth birthday, and by dei"vin)r
Cheshire’'s professional fast l'mwlerq' h(!
2} hours and scoring 62 not out lr; ”r
first innings he made a striking immés
slon. There is not much rtyle about h?.
play, and forcing strokes in front of thS
wicket form no part of his ganme ag vege
but, sound and straight in defence, o
sedres with facility behind the wiekor
and can get a shortish ball away 4,
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square leg with certainty and consider.
able power, He was unable to make the
journey north, and missed the next two
matches owing to injury, bhut one paw
enough of his play on diferent types
of wicket to svggest that young “Bob” is
a valuable recruit to the county team.

A batsman of entirely different typeis
the Leek left-hander, Reg. Halton, who
appears to have improved his game and
hatted well in both his matches at Port.
hill, well enough, indeed, to create the

impression that he may be a succeasful
county player of the future. Ile may
prove to be the left-hand  Dbat  whom
Staffs. will need to take the place of
1kin. His Leek  colleague, Eric
Eroderick, probably selected mainly for
his  bowling 1for the northern tour,
showed that while e secms  to have
gone back in his bowling he is develop-
ing into a very useful Lat.

Two new-comers were T. R, Deighton,
of Denstone College, and W. M, Arkin-
stall, of Market Drayton. The Jhst-
paaued had only one gaume, but the for-
mer became a useful member of the
team in the last three matches, batting
nicely on two or three occasions, 1
should like to be proved wrong in re.
garding his defence as slightly suspect.
He has the strokes and gots on with the
job.  For the rest all that need be said,
perhaps, {8 that 8 Crump rarely did
himself justice, and Shardlow showed
that he is liable to get runs as well as
wickets. I had hopes that R. H. Plant,
by playing throughout the short pro-
gramme, would accustom  himsell to
county cricket, And bat as he does for
his club, If he did he would be a
great asset to Staffordshire, But he
chanced to fail in the first mateh, and
did not play again, which was a pity,
for he is naturally both a sound and
a brilliant bat.

BOWLING PROBLEMS

Ten players were called upon to bowl
during the season, but three of them,
Halton, Gale and V. T. Troman had only
one brief spell. If Taylor had played
throughout, as he did last year, there
would have been less anxiety for the
selectors, especially if Lockett's club
engagements had not clashed so per-
sistently. At tho smme time the need
is still there for a gowl fast bowler. E.
J. Wakelin might fill the bill if hie could
command the time, but he played only
once, and it appears useless to luok to
him, even if he aaintained his best
form.  The ouly other bowler of real
speed is W, Stubbs, and he is not able
to make much use of the new ball,
besides which he only bowled in three
matches, and was not present when the
wickets were most suitable to fast bowl-
ing. He was not nearly so successful as
Jast year.

So the county had to rely almost en.
tirely on medium.pace and slow bowl.
ing, and on the whole it was not a
good geason for spin bowlers. In the
circumstances  Taylor's fast-medium
attack  was acutely  missed.  1le can
move the ball about a bit, and his record
ot 18 wickets for 13.44 runs each in his
3 matches iz indication  sufficient  that
h~ would have far surpassed hig last
year's aggregate of 33, though there were
three fewer matches, if he had played
regularly. In his absence the brunt of
the work fell on Stanley Crump, with
effective assistance from B8hardlow, but
the advent of Deighton for the last
three matches was interesting.

Crump bowler steadily for long spells
on wickets that gave him no help, and
Shardlow, turning the ball extremely
well, was a difficult bowler to play ex-
cept when his control of length was
defective, which it was occasionally.
Someone who could swing the new ball
wns badly wanted, and that was where
the Denstone College anaster came in.
Bowling at fast.medium pace he did
swing the new ball, and if the chanees of.
fered from his bowling had heen accepted
he would have removed one or two
good men at the beginning of every inn.
ings in which he opened the bowling.
Hlis usefulness and his analysis were
marred by missed eatehes, chiefly behind
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the wicket.. Deighton was not, of course
the only one to suffer in this way. For
example, in the last mateh Shardlow was
hit for 40 runs without a wicket, but who
shall say what his analysis would have
been if the Durham captain, who hit a
century, had been caught at the wicket
off. him, us hie should have been, almost
as soon as le went on?  Deighton's
thrc.c wickets cost 47 runs a-piece, but
I disregard that in nssessing his use.
fulness as an all-rounder. He has now
hy-the-byo represented Staffordalire nt'
golf and cricket.

Of the other howlers wlio stepped into
the breach when called upon (i, Pedley
bowled  his  slows rather well  in the
north, and E. Binns, who came in at
the last minute for the Wikes week
mateh, justified o further trial it and
wlien opportunity serves. Ikin was lcss
successful with the ball than last vear.
The experience of this season points to
Taylor, Crump, Shardlow, and Deigh-
ton as the probable stock bowlers for
next vear, with Lockett, of course, when
available,

SEARCH FOR A WICKET.-KEEPER

A successor to C. C. Goodway behind
the stumps has not yet been found to
judge by the performance of the four
wicket-keepers who have been utilizised
this season. L. Lowe, of Knypersley,
was the first choice, and he started with
n remarkable match, for he caught two
batsmen and stumped two, and did not
concede a single bye in either innings.
He did not quite live up to this high
standard in the next mateh, but in any
case a broken finger while batting put
him out of the reckoning. R. Hammond
was brought in again for the tour in
the north, but did not reveal his oll
form, and gave way to J. E. Blir, of
Stafford, who had one good mateh and
one indifferent one. As it was learnt
that J, D, Beevers, of Asfon Unity, has
a Staffordshire qualification, he was in-
vited for the last mateh on his reputa-
tion in the Birmingham League, but had
a  most unfortunate start, missing
chances that any wicket-kéeper should
have taken, and which had disastrous
consequences. So the problem will stil]
he awniting solution next season.
Generaliy spenking the fielding lhas
been good, and sometimes very good,
but with room for n little more spright.
liness on the part of some.

W. A. Adams again captained the side
with acumen. He could not do other.
wise. C. C. Clarke made an excellent
zubsiitute in the last match. Mr. I,
W. Hancock, as hon. secretary, has given
unlimited time and labour to the wel-
fare of the club, and equally inex.
haustible care to the comfort and con.
:enience of everyone associated with the
eam,
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE
- CRICKET LEAGUE

. Flag Goes To Burslem

AND SILVERDALE GO TO

‘SECTION B?

By THER CRITIO

HE statement that Silverdale descend
to Bection B is queried as a matter
ol form and strict accuracy, because if
they won both their remaining matches
and Crewe Alexandra lost both theirs
the Railwaymen would be beaten on the
post by ‘a point. That is, of course, a
poseibility, and it is up to the Silverdale
team to shake off the inferiority com.
plex and make a supreme eHort to
achieve their part of the task. But it
i a difficult job that faces them, for
after visiting Norton to-dny they have to
entertain the new champions on the last
day of the scason. Crewe have Stone ns
visitors to-day, and wind up the a‘cnson
at Caverswall, and with a 5~|min'gs tead
they appear to be “sitting pretty” so far
as the relegntion issue s concerned,
Iheir emphatic  victory at Knypersley
‘ Iy banished thelr fears, l.lnll 1
that the home captain uninten-
lid the Alexandra a good turn
when, having won the tosa, he gave
them first innings. It appears to h{wo
been another case of deliberately giving
thie adversary the best of the wicket,

Rlvthe Work: had no such favour at
Nantwich, but they rose to the occaalon,
made their own position safe, and ex-
tinguished the championship napirations
of the Cheshire men, I do not think
the reigning champions had any chance
of retaining the League flag, even if they
had won, but their rather unexpected
defeat finally settled the matter, and the
flag will be seen at Cobridge next sum.
mer to proclaim to all beholders the
prowess of the 1938 Burslem team. The
1aat Burclem championship was in 1930,
but the team of the Mother Town have
generally  been challenging for the
honour in the interval, and have three
t{'mes in the intervening seven years
finiched as runners-up, including last
vear. The League has functioned for 49
seasons, except for the four blank years
of the war, Burslem won the champion.-
ghip in the sceond vear, 1891, and have
repeated the x]istin(‘tiul\' in 1804, 1912.
1930, and 1938, beeides being runners.up
on eight vceasinns,

The victory at Stone which elinched
the igsue might be described as a rout.
with Fred Taylor the terror. The young
Y.rofesiiunul came very near to taking all
the ten wickels, Silverdale's collapse at
Caverswall practically sealed their fate,
and Longton's fifth consecutive victory
put than in a position to challenge Nant.
wich fur the eecond place.  Again de-
prived of their professional, Ikin, :.m(l
with an otherwise much weakened side,
Porthill did as well as ll)@,\' could per-
Traps expect, but were fairly easy prey
cor Leck.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE -

Yorton 175, Longton 183 for 6.

Porthill 131, Leek 133 for 6.

PBurslem 179, Stone 39,

silverdale 43, Caverswall 162 for 9.

Nantwich 144, Blythe Works 147 for 6.

Cpowe Alexandra 192 fur 6 (declared),
Knypersley 84.

practical
fmagine
tionally «

LEACUE TABLE
r.ow.

=

D. Pts.
Burslem ... ... ... ...2 13 4 1 46
Nantwich ... ... .0 12 5 3 3
T.ongton ..2 11 8 3 3%
Teek oo oo von «n ... 20 8 4 8 32
Knypersley ... ... ...20 9 7 4 31
Norton ... ... .. ...20 8 T 4 3
Caverswall ... ... ...20 7 8 5§ 28
Porthill ... ... ... ... 200 7 8 5 28
Stone . 0 6 13 2
Blythe Works ... ... 2. 5 11 4 19
Crewe Alexandra ... 20 4 11§ 17
Silverdale ... ... .20 3 14 3 12

EXCELLENT GAME AT NORTON
Arthur Smith's Prelifis Bat

Norton and Longton had a thoroughly
goo. match, and the visitors, taking re-
venge for g one.run ddefeat ecarlier in
the season, coutinued an uninterrupted
Tun of success which began on July 23,
First let me pay tribute to the Norton
groundsman for his excellent wicket, I
fancy there have been no better wickets
in the Icague this season than those at
Norton, The game was stopped for a
quarter af an hour once by a shower,
Yt otherwise warm sunshine tempered
1 rather searching Lreeze. An unavold.
ably late arrival robbed me of the
‘pleasure of sceing the greater part of a
delightful innings of 80 by Arthur Smith,
With some help from (. T. Lancaster
and R, Hill, who got into the teens, he
®ot the hundred up by the time the third
wicket fell, and was fifth out at 129,
Taving batted rather less than two hours.
Trying to pull a ball from the Longton
captain he made his first imperfect
wtroke and was caught at Aquare leqg.

Twice » (leoffrey FEdge had possible
<chaneces of stumping him, but the reason
why he missed the ball and why the
wicket-keeper failed to take it was that
it “popped’” abruptly on each occasion,
a thing which it never did while I was
present. He hit nine &'s, There is a
fairly general impression that Arthur
has had, for him, a rather poor feason.
"This was his highest score, and prior
1n this mateh he had only twice reached
50. He had scored only 13 in his last
three innings. But it is a striking testi.
mony to the reputation he has built up
that he was the first bat:man in the
League to rench 800 runs in what many
Thave renrded as not a good season for
him, His score of 80 took his aggregate
tn 808 with an average over 28, Here
are his nggregates for the last four
years :-—1837, 747; 1938, 479 (a wel sea.
aon); 1935, 8673 1834, 810,

A little later in the Norton innings
father and gson were partners ab the
wicket, vig,, Sleve 8mith and hia boy,
T. J. The lnd played a straight and
<enmpetent game until he teied to turn
10 lesg a ball from Plant that waas on the
leg-stump all the way, and was lb.w,
He was one of two promising young
batainen whom I saw for the fivat time,

Thanks to some capital bowling by R,
¥. Plant, who ecame out with four
wickets for 24 runs in nine overs, Nop.
ton were out for 175, though the Snsy
wicket adided 20. Plant very rarely trien
his hand with the ball, and the absence
of Stubbg and Pedley probably accounted
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for his doing so on this occaslon. [
thought he bowled quite as well as some
bowlers who regularly &et wickets, for
he had a good length, varied his pace a
good deal, and sometimes turned the
ball a bit from the off. Broadhurst
bowled no fewer than 31 overs, but he
was plainer than disual and inclined to
over-pitch. His /four wickets coat 20
runs apiece. Including the short stop-
page Norton occupied rather more than
2 hours and 50 minutes, go that Longton
had only 2 hours and 7 minutes in which
to get the runs or get out,

R. H. PLANT AT HIS BEST

An injury to Stanley Welch fs proving
a aerious handicap to Norton, Up to
the end of July he had taken 63 wickots
At an avernge cost of just about seven
runs a wicket, and his effectiveness had
had a lot to do with Norton's high place
in the table, He had the mixfortune to
renew an old foot atrain at Practice
nn_(l he will not he able to bowl ngnh:
this season.  Without him the Norton
attack is not strong, and [ understood
also that F. Hodson was not quite sound
though he managed to bowl 13 overs,
Ax he met with no BUCCORR, a) (w‘;
young players, F. J. Smith and
Dunne, were ineffective, {he task uf
getting Longton out devolved upon the
captain, W. Deakin, and the slow, leg-
brenk  bowler, R, Hill. They  both
troubled the batsmen for a time and
with half the side out for gs, it was
anybody’s game, but then the bowling
was mastered. <

In the absence of G. Pedlev :
filledd the unusual role of “lw",i;lgl'm\:\so
man with G. B, Edge, and the pair pul.
together 80 runs in half-an-hour before
both left. Payne was bowled oft
pads, and Edge, whose 36 was g goad
forcing kuock, strong on the onwjy
tried to hook one that came qQuick nn‘i
low off the piteh, and was clean buwh\i
both  wickets going to Deakin, The
skipper also made Arthur ('lm(l“lh-l;:
play on, and W, Bourne and ¢, 13, Steele
were canght from poor strokes ofg llill‘
The left-hander shaped something ke
hiz old self until he spooned one ba ;(‘
to the bowler. e

A WINNING PARTNERSH|p

Thix was the point at which Ry,
hurst joined his captain,  T)e
sional had made six runs in
seven innings, including four congee
tive “ducks.™  But he belied g th ltb
and found his form at the time of lll‘lj:l.
He played good cricket, and made that
scquence of failures appear in(‘xpliv.ll,ld\
All the time Plant was ll.’\Llil\g lw"\ul‘."
fully, smothering the good Ly "\.~(;'
nperfect defence, and lnitling tI;c lI |‘
tremendously hard at every Opporty i ~l
besides which he got a four or twnml'\'
turning the ball very fine round lfy
legs,  Several of hLix on.drives off um
back foot travelled at express speed e
the boundary. In 40 minutes illc -
nersiip added 69, and brought ]::n“'
ton within reach of victory, g
19 runs were required with fou
standing, when Broadhurst e
timely 26 ta his credit.

And then I saw e & g
player of real promisol wlus(‘:\)-r'::l |f‘\0“n8
me. This was E, Whiston, \\'h‘n. lmtlw =
been in the 2nd XI., bLug was g mﬁ {"u
of the A team. Unless he ﬂ:\uor"; exl
deceive lils proper Place in the 'm to
will be ﬂu‘_lsn XI. Playing in m"f;lllure
and atrrucm’q style he staved 18 mj g,
to the end with Plang and was n lntufm
the least difficulty.  Plang ‘;m\ fvor
scores a tie with an on-ddrive cl:‘:
of the field, and won the matel orl‘\( L
nest ball, 1le took out his by o'
!mllinnt 68, scored in 70 minut, ji:
nmlmli_ng eight fougs. He m:\\gl‘
feason'a nggregate into 481, wi;le
average of 37, in spite of beip e
g\lreo :im;\s lfnr 0. 3, and 13, Geotfrey
«lge leads him in Y
runs. (BBTCRAE by gy,

his

.
Profes.
I3 last

for only
F wickets
ft with n
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A MISTAKE CORRECTED

An incident about the middie of
Plant's inninga annoyed some of the
Norton supporters. There wns an appenl
for a catel by the wicket-keeper when
he tried to hit a bad leg-ball, and the
umpire gave him out, but reversed his
declslon on realizing that he had made
a mistake, It is only right to say that
the Longton captain mnde no protest.
Though abviously astonished he walked
away, and wus ealled back, and every-
one, including the -bowler, agreed that
the firat decision wns a mistake.

Deakin tried his hardest to win the
mateh with his limited bowling, and
himself delivered 19 overs for four
wickets andl 64 rung, and Hill's two
cost 47 in 12 overs.

STONE ROUTED BY TAYLOR

* For a considerable time Stone scemed
likely to get the leaders out at Stone
for a moderate score, with B. Shardlow,
H. 1. Woud, and Hancock all bowling
well, but somehow the grip was lost,
and Burslain got too many runs to leave
much hope for the home team. But the
utter colinpse of the Stone batting which
followed was a shock. However, there
is the slight consolation that there have
been three lower scores this season, and
the Burslem bowlers have been respon.
sible for two of them. Taylor howled
probably as well as he haa done In any
mateh this season, but even o the re.
sistance was wenk. F. Ravenscroft (11)
and H. H. Wood (18) played with some
confidence for a time, but the other
nine batamen scored five runs between
them. Taylor took the first elght
wicketa, but just when he seemed likely
to capture all the ten wicketr for the
first time in his short earcer, Roy Hollo.
wood howled the Btone captain, so the
professional hnd to be content with
nine, which cost him 23 runs. This coup
brought his nggregate to 88 wickets nt
an nvernge of 5.72. It is a great record,
and with two matches to play he will
probably get well past the 100, though
he hnas no chance of reaching Barnes's
record, In nine scasons at Porthill
Harnes got over 100 six times, with 122
in 1908, which, so far as I know, stands
as the league record.

Arthur Birch (33), and J. Fenton (32),
were top scorers, for Burslem. but Tay-
lor. last man in, hit a lively 28, not out,
and amashed the windscreen of a ear
parked near the road with one bhig
drive. Wood had the best analysis for
gtone with five for 43.

BLYTHE WORKS SURPRISE
NANTWICH

Blvthe Works found a new bowler in
visiting Nantwich. E. Lewis, who has
Jone-: severnl smnrt performances with
the 2nd XI. recently, was included for
the first time this season, though I think
he played (n the last two matches lnst

nd falled to get either a run or a
'ﬁ:;'et: He upset the Nantwich batting,
and took six wickets for 31. The 144 of
Nantwieh included 23 by Fox and 38 by
G, Bull. W, Hurst (50), A. Moore (24),
E. Hawley (22), and H. Amison (20),
carrled the Works to victory by four
wickets, which ensured the retention of
their status.

Porthill’s team {n thelr home match
with Leek, included the eldest son of
J. 8. Heath, who has the snme initinls
as his fother, for the first thme. lle
batted nicely while scoring 14 before
bLeing bowled by Iarold Birch, J. 8.
Ilenth, sen, (38) and J. W, Brown (35)
had & valuable poartnership, but the
absence of Ikin, A, A, Bickerton, N, W,
White, . Hammond, and 1. F. Wood
(captnin) was, of course, felt, and the
total of 131 was inadequate. E. Broderick
played through Leek's reply of 135 for
six and acored 64. J. 8. Heath, jun.,
got a couple of wickets. Birch had four
for 20 for Leek. I notice that D. T,
White lost his wicket for ¢the first time
this senson. Previously he had batded
elght thmes, going in No, 11, and had
been not out every time.

CREWE'S BEST SCORE

Crewe Alexandra made a spirited bid
for safely, and their smart win over
their Knypersley hosts almost certainly
achieved that end. The Knypersley
wicket has nat been very kind to bats.
men this season after extensive relaying,
aned will probably be much better next
Year. Dut Crewe batsmen found it all
right, and put together their best score
of the season. Tha captain, F. (.
Bhireeve, got going, but was run out for
42, J. 8. Broad made the same number,
and B, Jones 40, nat out, Jones failed
in the first Ahree matehes, was omitted
until August 6, and recalled for the last
three games has scored 99 for twice out,

Greenwod wanted 30 runs  for  hix
500, but only acored four, D, Robinson,
n promising young bat, made 23, but
the Crewe bowlers were always on top.
J Hossack took five for 27, making his
azgregates for the seuson 31, J. Prince
four for 11, and J. Barker two for 9.

J. Ankers waived his resolve to retire,
and turned out to help Silverdale in
their dire need, but to face E. J. Wake-
lin's speed aftec being out of the gnime
all the summer was too much to ask.
The Silverdale batamen failed completely
hefore J. Tabbinor (4 for 10), A, Pickard
(4 for 18), and Wakelin (2 for 14), After
winning by eight wickets, Caverswall
had some batting practice. J. H. Rags-
dale hit up 68 in an hour (13 boun-
daries), Roy Smith made 31, and E. J.
Wakelin 23 not out.

STAFFORD v. SUTTON
COLDFIELD

Played at &afford on Saturday. Scores:

SUTTON COLDFIELD

N. Sharpe b Redshaw ....ooocveinennn. 57
¢, Howl 1bw b Redshaw .. .

E. 1. Walters b Redshaw
R. F. Barnes not out ...

D, G, Foster b Whitfield .. . 0
. Baker ¢ and b White .. o 22
N. Prosszer not out ... L1
Extras ... e 14

*Total (5 wkts.) ... 174

*Innings declared closed
G, V. Swiit. E. Francis, T. Farmer,
and €, Barker did not go in,

Bowling : Redshaw 3 for 42, Whitficld
1 for 35, White 1 for 16.

STAFFORD

W. T. White b Farmer .................
D, J. Powell not out ...
K. C. Wood ¢ Walters b Farmer
J. Whitfield ¢ and b Foster ..
. Kenney b Foster |
D, E. Bloor b Farmer ...
N. H. Read e Swift b Farmer
1. O, Beck b Farmer ...
G. M. Greatorex b Farmer
t. L. Longdon b Farmer ..
E. W. Redshaw b Prosser
Extras

nmpoSamonoBS

Total .. LT

Bowling : Foster 2 for 34, Farmer 7 for
24, Prosser 1 for 7.

S

BLYMHILL AND WESTON v.
ALBRIGHTON (Return),

Played on the ground of the former
on Saturday, Aug. 20. the home team
winning by 58 runs. Score :—

Albrighton,—V. Stroudley ¢ Haylett b
Hill, 9; W. Gwilt b Medlicott, 3; E. Poole
¢ Haylett b Hill, 0; T. Stephenson ¢
Harper b Hill, 1; C. Royal b Medlicott,
2: J, Middleton ¢ 1Iil}.b Harper, 8; A,
Thowmpson b Harper, §; R, Ward o White
b Hil, 1; J, Wooldridge not out, 4; K,
Royal b Hiil, 0; R, Arnold run out, 1;
byes 2, no-ball 1—3; total, 37,

Blymhill.—K. J. Haylett ¢ sub. b Wool.
dridge, 9; C, Ball ¢ Middleton b Paoole,
2: H, T, Harper ¢ Stroudley b Paoole,
4; A, C. Dallow b Poole, 0; 1. E. White
o Middleton b Sgeplenson, 20; C, W,
Hitchen b Middleton, 253 ¥, B, Averil]
b Ktephenson, 8: H. N, 11l b Btephen.
aon, 25 M. Ball b Middieton, 83 M,
Averill not out. 7; 8, Medlicott how, I
Stephenson, 03 byes 8, wides 2—-10;

total, 83,
56

TUTBURY v. OAKAMOOR

Played al Tutbury, on
Scores :

Tutbury : 8. M. Rickman run o
1. Powell b Skemilt 0, 1. Billings I lstx.?,l»f
ley 0, G. Starbuck b Shemlt 0, 1, R
Pepper b Shipley 8, M. F. Hurdle o
(_?n‘lchlow b Shipley 9 T. L. Coxon b
Slnplf_!,\' 2, R. Bishop ¢ Critchlow b
Shemilt 1, L. Starbuck e Thorn b Shem.
ilt 4, 8, Billings not out 7. E. Johnson
b Shemilt 0, extras 4: total 57. H
Shemllt § for 36, F. Shipley 4 for 17,
Oaknmwor: (. E. Critchlow not out 22
W. 8winson b 1unile 2, E. Swinson l;
Hurdle 0, . Shemilt b Hurdle 2, . Mos.
l(:_\' b Hurdle 0, F. Shipley b Hurdle 4
l-._ Boardman 1un ont 7, G, Harrison |
Bishop 0. E Thorn b Hurdle 1 D,
R_ri\i:}lh bl Hlllmllﬁ 0. M. Goolwin o J
iings b Hurdle 03 exur § )
M. K Hunlle ¢ for 18.\ e A7 total 65,

Saturday,
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Weather has the Last Word

FOUR MATCHES ABANDONED

f—

By THE ORITIO

FIVLE weather was spiteful on Satur-

day. For two or three days it had
been fine, the barometer had risen to a
respectable level, and was atill slowly
‘rising. Grounds were in nice condi-
tion, and there appeared to bo every
proapect of a full afternoon's ericket to
wind up the season. But it was not to
pe. All over the Potteries area rain
commenced to fall between 1 and 2
o'clock, and continued for several
hours. Btone very largely escaped, and
a late atart was possible at Nantwich,
Elsewhere after long and vain waiting
the matches were abandoned. That
meant. that Silverdale were denied the
chance of a fight for the retention of
their place. In any case the odds were
heavily against them, for they had to
hest tho new Champions, and Crewe
Alexandra to lose at Cnverswnll.. to give
them the opportunity of meeting the
Railwaymen in a play-off. But if ghey
had to go down they would have liked
o die fighting instead  of waiting in
jmpotence to see the rain wash away
their laxt slender hope.

S0 Silverdale, one of the very oldest
«lubs in N, Staffa,, will next year join
thieir near  neighbours,  Bigaall  End,
wito lowt their place two years ago, in
Seetion B, and they will find the task
of climbing back to the top Section far
less easy than it was a few years ago.
Kignall End have had two unsuccessful
attempts, and Great Chell one, to get
tack, and Blythe Works and Knypers.
lev, who took their places, have so far
retained them.

Stone finished the season in a blaze
of glory, declaring their innings closed
for the second week in succession, and
administering a crushing defeat to th.o
Bivthe Works team at Stone. In pc_\nl
of relegation up to July 23 they rallied
in great style to win three matches in
a row and 13 points out of 18 in thn. l.nsl
six games gave them a better position
than seemed at all likely, though not
as god as last year. Longton paid the
penalty of taking a weak team to Nant-
wich. ~ Disposing of the Cheshire men
for 48 they would probably have won,
even though the wicket was difficult, if
ghey had had their full batting strength.
Ry their vietory Nantwich shook off the
challenge to their position as runners.
up. and o the two top clubs merely
change places  as compared with last
S¢AR01L).

RESULTS AT A GLANCE:

Nantwich 48, Longton 35.

Stone 178 for seven, declared, Blythe

Works 60.

Abandoned : Silverdale v, Burslen,
Caverswall v. Crewo Alexandra, Porthill
+. Norton, and Knypersley v, Leek.

FINAL TABLE
P. W. L. D, Pls.
5 50

Burslom oo oe ... 22 18 4 8

Nantwiceh Lo w022 18 5 3 45
Tamgton . 22 12 7 3 39
Knypersley 22 9 7 6 33
Lock oo oo 2 8 5933
Norton 22 9 8 5 32
Caverswitll e e 227 89 6 27
Porthill .. .. .22 7 8 6 27
Sone ... .. .. ... 22 7T 11 4 25
Blvthe Works .0 22 5 12 5 20
Crewe Alex. 22 4 11 719
Silverdale .. ? 4 14 4 16

A TREACHEROUS WICKET AT
NANTWICH

Two and a half hours of ateady rain
had the cffeet of making the wicket at
Nantwich extremely difficult. It was
nnt what is termed a turning wicket,
for the ball turned DLut little and that
only occasionally.  But the wetting on
the top of a hard pitch resulted in the
Tall coming off at varving pace and all
sorts of anglea.  Some  “stood up”
abruptly, and some cut through low and
fast. 8o batsmen had a troublous time,
and 20 wickete fell for a -mere 83 runs,
an. avernge of four runs per wicket. It
was .1he lowest .acoring -match of the
2cason in this "fectionof the' League,
and, in fact, the only one in which 20
wicketa have fallen for leas than 100
‘Tuns, the nearest approach being the
mateh in which Norton defeated Burs.
1cm by one run, and, in which the two
teams scored 101. Among those who
were missing from the Longton side
were R. H. Plant and W. Bourne.

Nantwich had first innings and lost
three good batsmen for four runs, viz.,
T. W, Steventon, J. E. Smith and (.
Dull. Then J. 3proston helped Fox to
eurry the seore to 20 bhut  alx wicketa
wrere down for 23, The profeasional had
been maintaining his customary skilful
«efence {rom the start, and he found
another uws ful partner in D, Ridyard.
Buat with 20 added Fox was caught in
the long fleld as a result of “having a
20" at Broadhurat. Beventh out at 43,
his 23 were worth treble the number in
normal conditions, The other three
wickets went for 5§ runs, and the howl-
ing figures were, W. &tubbs 3 for 13,
Broadhurst 5 for 27 and A. Webberley
2 for 8.

AN ELONGATED TAIL

Geolfrcy Edge actinr captain, started
off as thaugh he would win the mateh
for Lengion off his own bat, He lost
€. Pedley with one run on the book,
aund A, J, Chadwick at 15, both failing
10 acore, nnd he had made 28 out of 28,
which included one extra when he was
third out, Tlen E. H, Steventon and
W. T. Maybury brought about a
collapse  extraordinary. With  two
wickets down Longton were within 20
of the Nantwich total, yet they were
beaten by 13. For eight wickets to fall
while secven runs  are scored s
phenomenal.  Certainly, there was a
very long tail to the Longton batting,
but the two Nantwich veterans (I think
they would so describe themselves)
bowled with splendid accuracy to take
full advantage of their opportunity, Five
wicketa fell at 28, and the last three
at 33, 34, and 35. The only extra In the
wmatels was one no.ball,

Steventon and  Maybury bowled yn-
chunged, and their analyses were ro-
spoctively 165 overs for 14 runs an( &
wickete, und 15 overs for 20 runs and 6
wickets. FEdge, who made all the runs
scored from the bat except eight, ralsed
hia season'n aggregate to within three of
600, which is  his best since Joining
Longton, and much the highest in the
League this season,

S7
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STONE BATSMEN IN PFORM

finee thelr  completo  aurrender to

. Fred Taylor, the Burslem professional,

the Btone batamen have done their best
to rehiabilitate themselves, and prove
that that day's rout was a cricket
phenomena, and not a true reflex of
their capabilities.  After declaring  at
167 for 68 at Crewe, they gave nnother
meritorious  display  against Blythe
Works in the coveluding  mateh™ at
Btorie, and so ended the season on n
particularly happy note. The only in.
terference by rain came about 4 o'clock
when the game was delayed for halfan.
hour.  Against some sfeady bowling
especinlly by W, Massey, the Rtone bat-
ting waz  sound from  the start, for
though they loat W. W. MHarris enrly
H. . Wood and E. D, Slynn offered ‘o
resourceful resistance, and wore xome
of the edge off the bowling. The score
was ub to 45 when Wood left for g well.
nlayed 22, and Slynn rendered good ser.
vice by staying an hour, though seoring
no wore than 17, and was unluekily
out through turning a bad hall on to
the wicket with his foot. The third
wicket went at 63, and five Iater A
Jervia was Tun out, a good wicket \u‘.
ing thus thrown away,

EXCELLENT PARTNERSH|p

However,  Frank  Ravenscroft being
Juined by Mancock, this palr proceed :i
to more than double the score, lk'\\'m‘w
croft has always been an opening hata,
man, but he has experienced one of ),
bad patches that come to most Imlm
men, and it was a wive move, wl) ;
might well have been taken earlior «(n
change the order in the hope thai §
would change hiz luck, e “.N;‘ Al
s2cond wicket down, added 71 for ul'\
fifth wicket with Hancoek, ang slq-‘m
on to take out his bat when llm"‘;d
nings was declared closed withy 59 n-
to his credit. His was an innjy N““N
much charm and without fayly n:,-l of
was his beat of the season, "(\- QW:L it
from the Works bowlers in (he previ 48
mateh, but had never got higher )
11 in nine innings sinee, ameopke an
was also free from mistakes, ani nhus-qo
the left-hander at his begt, \\'I;nn“l;‘d
partnership was broken a couple m e
wicketa were lost in adding 35, of ’\\h“:\n‘
Bert Shardlow hit 19, ana (e “"I':‘kh
were sent in to fae nirle k M
lf»lal. G hones Gl formidab,

COOD BOWLING FOLLOWS Goop
BATTING

N, Shardlow and Hancock, ¢

opened the attack, and their el“f“r(;f:ur.nn‘
with so much suceess that no (‘il s
was  necessary.  Both  bowle

enough to have got perhaps better sjq)

out, aml  they were never  serjq i
checked,  Ernest 1lawley resisted “Tl'\.
lantly and skilfully, but na support g.'”'
fortheoming. Of the total of 60 |y0 n \.\nx
2. Shardlow took § wickets (or g7 l.‘“h\
Hancoek 4 for 30, They lave q;\;“-"d
the elub well, for the lon.h:\mlor‘m'\‘rl
Lis erop ofvwickets for {he Season AN
71, while the professional has (uk(\nlm“
and they have not alwavs been .63‘
suppoeted in the field, well

ange
wel)
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GENTLEMEN OF STAF-
FORDSHIRE C.C.

Improved Results

- By THE CORITIO

The Uentlemen of Statfordahire Club
has enjoyed quite a good season, aml
obtalned considerably bhetter = results
than in 1837.  The fixture catd com.
prised 17 matches, the same number as
last vear. Four matches were abandoned
owing to rain, viz., & new Bunday fixture
with Ashfield, Binningham, the Stafford
mateh, and both matches with Market
Dravton. These latter games shared the
same fate in 1837, being the only two
to be rained off in that season. Not a
ball has been bowled in four consecu-
tive matches between the Gentlemen
and Market ‘Drayton.

Five matches were won, three lost,
and five drawn, compared with three
won, six lost, and six drawn last season.
Batting 13 times the Gentlemen lost 114
wickets for 2,265 rTuns, giving an aver.
ago per wicket of 10.88, whilst their
opponents batted alo 13 times, and
scored 1,950 runs for 83 wickets, average
£0.74. Last year the average of tho tenm
was nlmost exnctly the same, viz., 19.96,
bus the avernge against them was 22.37.

Altogether 58 players batted, com-
pared with 568 Inst year, and 70 in 1938.
No fewer than 27 played only one inn-
ings each, 11 batted twice, and 13 three
times. That leaves only seven players
who went to the wicket more than three
times,

The victories obtained against Tea-
mington, Burton, and Somerset  Strag-
glers were achievements of considerable
merlt.  Yarlet Tall and the County
Police were also beaten.  Reverses were
met with at the hands of Wrekin Col-
lege, Denstone Coilege, and tho Worees.
tershire Uentlemen, and drawn games
were played with G i, Vasey's - Trent
College X1, Derby Friars (2), Gentle.
men of Shxopehire, and the Greenflies,

(. H. Twigg has been a missed man
this year. Kpepding the summer in this
country last year, he scored nmiore runs
and took more wickets for the Gentle.
men than anyone else, but hoe was
abroad thix year The other leading
seover in 1837 was Capt. Moreton, but
this time he has played only three inn-
inga and, incidentally, has  given  up
wicket keeping. In that respeey the
club was fortunate to have the serviees
of J. E. Blair, of BtaHurd, for most of
the matches, His work behind the
stumps was represented by 15 wickets
eight caught and’ seven stumped. The
most regular players were E, C. Fernie
and C. L. Hatton. Fernic’s slow bowl-
ing has been extremely useful on a
pumber of oecasions, but Col. Hatton's
aon strikes me ng being value for some-
thing better than an average under 14
with the bat. Such batsmen ns Etanley
Heath, Clifford  Howl, *Jack®™  Eva,
and A, D Wilkie would r:_lis(\ the stan-
dard of the clul’s batting lfAlhx-_\' would
make it convenient to assist the club
more frequently.

In bowling us in batting the work has
peen aplit up uongst ton many opery.
tors, and a remarkable feature of this,
as of precenrding SCASONS, 18 the lack of
voung howlers of ability, In 'ull 33
bowlers have tried their hand in this
genson’s matehes,

The tollowing are the avernges:—

BATTING

i, .

" o ! @

5323 3

de = 2 £

L =] -
W, M. TonKkingon ... ... 30124 74 41.33
G. Fo Clarke o0 0 o0 31 71 50° 33,
C. Howl o . 40124 81 31.00
J. 8, Heath 30 58389 31.00
J. F. Meakin . 30 7443 2466
Dr. R, M. Barrow ... 30 61 £4 20.33
tevo P F. MeSwiney' 31 3317 19.00
I, J. C. Evans .50 9135 18.20
Jo E. Blur . ... ... 6010561 17.66
J. Do Wakeling .50 86 2 17.20
L. Meakin e e . 41 E1 26" 17.00
. L. Hatton ... ... -... 81110 38* 13.75
E. . Ferniy o 092 8519 12,14
1L F. Wood ... ... .30 32 1.3
Capt. J. P, Moreton ... 31 26 18% 2,66
leve Ho €0 Weod o0 000 31 11 7% 5.50
o O Beex oo oo 0030 6 6 °.00
Capt, B, 11, MeLellan 306§ 3 1.66
G, L. Longdon .30 5 5 1.66
. R, Oldnell 31 2 1* 100

Batted twice . A, D, Wilkie 102 and 90;
¥ W, Page 59, 16; G. €. MacFerran 2%,
27; M. I. Hurdle 42% 2: A, B. W,
Hooper 25, 123 IR, C. Blakeway 26, 33 U,
C. Meynell 1, 26; 1, L. Underwood 20, 6;
R. S A Marndy 6, 12%: 1. D, Saltmarsh
4, 2; K. J. Wild 3, 0. Batted once: . E.
1. Human 1013 Grimshaw (substitute)
74; T. R. Deighton 70; J. L. Brear 57;
Col, ¢ Hatton 205 . J. Powell 155 E. H,
Nicholls 13: R, Howl 12; W. Graham 12;
R. Kenney 113 W, B, Hart 9; P. Under.
wod 9%5 W, A, Adams 8; J. Mountford
7. J. R Fisher 6% K. Wright 5*: E, R,
Pennett 33 Lo H. Morris 23 W.o W, M,
Morgan 1*; W, & Robertson 13 P G
Wild 1; I. Richards 1; J. P, Brodie 1;
Major G, F. Haszard C; G, N, I, Morgan
C; J. ¢, orr 0; P, Arkwright 0.

*Signifies not out.

' BOWLING

O. M, . W, A,
R. & A Hardy .0 17 5 3 5 6.00
G. E. Clarke ... 10 1 3 6 6.5
W. B. Hart ... 11 2 3 4 87
G. L. Longdon ... 184 1 65 5 13.00
E. ¢ Fernie ... 625 7 229 17 1347
I. F. Wood ... 20 1 61 4 1525
A, Do Wilkie ... 19. 0 5 16.80
). C. Evane ... 427 5 159 8 19.87
H. . Oldnall ... 47 6 173 ‘4.7

7
J. S Heath ... 284 1 136 5 21.20
M. F. Hurdle ... 40 4 144 4 36.00

Took three wickets : B. Meakin 6-0.27-3;
T. R. Deighton 17-1.65-3; Rev. P. F. Me-
Swiney 18.0-83.3; (. . MacFerran
24.1-121.3. Took two wickets : R, Kenney
7-1-20-2: R. Howl 6-.231-2 Took one
wicket: 1. €. H. Human .23.06-1; J.
Mountford 307-1; J. IL. Fisher 4-1.111;
(¢, L. Hatton 20131; 8. W. looper
31-191; J. D, Wakeling 3-035-1; C. W,
J Chinner 19-1.851. Nine others who
bowled from 10 overs downwardg failed
to take a wicket.
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BLYMHILL AND WESTON v. ELEC.
- TRICAL CONSTRUGTION €O, -

Played on the ground of the latter on
Saturdny, September 3, the visitors win.
ning by 16 runs. Scores :—

E.C.C.. (. Collings b Hill 0, C. Rar.
nett ¢ Haylett b Brookes 8, F. Mitchell
e Hitchen b Medlicott 36, II. Saflin 1
Brookes 0. D. Wiggett I Brookes 9, K,
Idoyd b Brookes 9, W, Southwick not
out 10, J. Noble b Harper 14, G. Clows-
};s,\"(; llllnr'per"; Rge(gicou 8, T. Gethin

hw B liarper 1, 8. Farmer' :
extras 10; 'wuu 105, - T, oRuD out'g,

Dlymhill : K. J. Haylett ¢ SRounthwick
b Wiggett 1, A, Robinron b Wiggeuhg\
H, T. Harper ¢ Wiggett b Lloyd 28, D,
Rrookes ¢ and b Wiggett 23, (‘.'w'
Hitchien b Noble 25, J. E. White ¢ Soutl.
wick b Wiggett 1, 8 Medlicott ¢ and b
Wiggett 0, Mnjor R. O. Bridgeman b
Noble 5, G. Gladwell b Noble 98, F. 1y
Averill b Noble 10, H. N, Hill not out 1’
extras 10; total 181, *

SHUGBOROUGH PARK v. HOWARD
POTTERY
Played at Shughorough on Saturday

evening,  Shugborough batted lll‘
light, Scoren: o half.
Howarnl Potterys W, Gilhert
ford 2, A, Willlataa b Bamford h,.n"'}“
Hawkina b Banford 22, 3. Forq o nj).
lington b Mould 3, 8 Foxall | Bnmroni
0, W. H. Ball b Tams &, G, Foxall ry
out 7. E. Ford not out 25, R, Kidwarg ||‘
Mould é C. anll b Bamford 3, F, “-'.fnl)
win ¢ Sproston b Hopper 8, ' oy .
total 1C8. n estras 13
8hugborough: B. Billington
Ford 4, K. Banford ) G(god\\'h(; x;)n(l"h
Houghton b Goodwin 2, F. Sproston 1,
Goodwin 0, & Hopper b Forq @ A’
Marsden b Ford 0, W. Hammond o and
b Ford 0, J. Tams b Goodwin 1, E. Bap,
ford b Ford & . Plummer ¢ Hnwklr;u ‘I
(lomlwiln 2, \;} Mould not out g, Nt‘rn;
1, total 16. Bowling: C. Ford & f,
F. Goodwin § ior 8. onl B for 7,
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE
CRICKET LEAGUE

Burslem’sﬁFifth Championship

SILVERDALE RELEGATED:
CHEDDLETON M.H. PROMOTED

By THE CRITIO .

T has been a sv-su season for league
cricket—no abuormal interference by
rain, but very few really typieal sum.
mer days. Of the 132 games which con-
stitute the scason's programme in each
of the four zections of the league, only
30 in Senior voction A have been drawn,
and 102 have been played to a finish,
Thia compares with 117 finished and 15
deawn last year, but that was a pre.
viously unheard-of proportion, and this
vear compares very well in this respect
with  preceding seasons, Everything
posaiblo has been done by the league
to sccure definite resuits, and perhaps
we may hope that the old average 0.{ 50
to 60 drawn games every eeason is a
thing of the past. Of the 30 undecided
matches rain prevented any play at all
in 20, and seriously curtailed most, if
not all, of the others. Last year only
five matches were completely rained off,
Run-getting hag been declining in the
Jeague for the last three years. In 1935
the average of runs per wicket was
16.95, and in 1834 16,77, but ) 1038 it
dropped to 13.84, in 1937 to 13.65, and this
rear the downward trend continues. The
totai number of runs ecored was 28,036,
the wickets lost 2,097, aml the average
therefore 13.36, which s the lowest with
one exception (12,53 in 1931) for u dozen
years.
" The early part of the season scemed
to foreshadow an unusually keen fight
for the championship, for after asix
woeeks n single point covered the first
soven cluba, and five were bracketed
level at the top, But the Whitsuntide
matehes saw Burslem draw eclear, and
they wero never again overtaken, By
the beginning of July they had estab-
lished the eommanding lead of 10 points,
and though a couple of defeats gave
Nantwich the chanee to cut this down
to four points early in August, the
Cheahire club could get no nearer, for
the Burslem team finished very strongly.
A pleasing feature waa the excellent
fight put up by the promoted club,
Knypersloy, who, with Norton, offered a
sustained challenge in mid-scason, but
neither of these two quite stayed the
COUrse.

So the two top clubs of last season
merely change places, and Nantwich
vield the ehampionship flag to Burslem.
" Silverdale, depleted of most of their
Jeading playerz of a few years ago, and
unable to find recruits of quite the same
class, suffered a severe slump in the
«econd half of the season. and lnat their
place, which will be taken by Cheddle-
1on Mental Hosapital, who have won the
championship of Section B after a close
race with Sneyd Colliery. The Hospital
team had one season in Section A in
1935, amdl I remember a  prominent
member of their tenmm agauring me at
the el of their last mateh, * We shall
<oon be baek.”™ It has taken them three
«easons, hut they will he back in 1939,
and Section A elubs will welcome the
opportunity again of plaving  on  the
Hospital's magnificent around,

When diseusaing the prospeets of the
c¢lubs before the opening of the ecason
just endeds T ventured with trepidation
on the quick sands of prophecy, and
managedl  to avoild  being  engulfed,
s Nantwich and Burslem will probably

ylay a conspicuons part in the struggle
for haunours again. . . . Though the
vresent champions will take some de-
thronizg, I should not be surprised if
this proves to be Burslem's year.” *S§il.
verdale, Blythe Works, and Crewe may
find  themeelves  fighting  an  uphill
battle.,”  One could hardly have been
nearer the mark in summing up the
prozpects at both end of the table.

AN ANALYSIS OF RESULTS

I have prepared, as usual. what I used
to call the teli-tale table :—

Azainst
Runs Wkts. Av

Y 2388recasInk
< fzadgdtdgdg
2 igsazaznesyen
:3%382KIER=ER
PP RYRYRY Y PYPY RPN ek pi

k4

#

> - s
2 2T izle
E252 ' 3= "T<=
ALY PERETEEY
ESsZzvEzt =03
2835852282
Rl SATmg 20N

‘This searching test puts the clubs in
the  foliowing  order :—DBurslan,  plus
margin per wicket 6.59, Longton, plus
4.57, Nantwich, plus 3.64, Leek, plus
1.83, Norton, plus 042, Knypersley,
‘tninus 0.13, Porthill, minus 0.45, Cavers.

wall, minus 1.15, Stone, minus 1,70,
Crewe, minws  2.99, Silveraulo minus
4.61, Blythe Works, minus 6.75. Gains

23 compared with last vear are Knypers-
Jey Las against Great Chell) 7.45, Norton
4.43. Leck 0.98, Caverswall 0.78, Crewe
0.76. and Longton 0.50. Deelines ave,
Silverdale 5.48, Nantwich 4.48. Blythe
Work« 2.92, Porthill 0.8, Burslem 0.49,
and Stone 0.03, Gains and losses in
Teague points dont run on auite the
#aie linea, Gaing, Koypersey (con-
pared with Great Chell) 25, Norton 11,
T.eek 3, Longton 2, Burslem 1. Losses,
Crewe 3, Biythe Works 8, Stone 10,
Caverswall 11, Nantwich 13, Silverdale
14, Porthill gained the same number
«f points ag last year. Some irenkish
anomalies are diselosed.  For example,
Caverewall have a slightly hetter record
than last vear, yet have gained 11 fewer
points, and Stone, with a lews of 10
voints, have a practically identical ge.
cord.

Knyperaley have risen eight places in
the Leagus table ag compared  wit)y
their predecessors, Norton have jumped
five places, Leek 3, and Burslem, Long.
ton and Porthill one ench, while Bilveg.
dale have dropped aix places, Caveys.
wall and Btone 4, Blythe Works 3 and
Nantwich and Crewe 1. '
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BATTING DECLINE

Batting averages are lower than Inst
year. Four players-lnve averages of 30
and  over--not of course, im-ludlng
Emest Hawley, who only played in the
last four matches, and averaged 36—
ngainst soven last year, two of which
wero over 40; eight excced g5, compared
with 14; and 18 have averages ahove 29
the number last yenr being 24, Slrnngel\:
enough not.one of the seven batamen
with averages over 30 last year has ro.

peated that measure  of this

SUCCeS8

time. There is w similar falling off in
aggregutes, Lust year Arthur Smiwhy
seoredd 74T runs, and seven batgmen

passed 500, whereas this year the high-
estaggregate is the 897 of G, B, Edge,
and only three exeeeded 500 s, The
fact that there was more interference
by raln would, of  course, affect the
aggregates, but nog necessarily tho avey.

ages.
The match-winting effeet of  good
bowling is again emphasized by the

suceess of Burslem and Nantwich, each
with an outstanding  pair of bowlers,
and the event of the year in this realm
is the 100 wickets of Fred Taylor, {he
Burslem professional.  He easily heads
the bowling of the League in avernge
also for the secomd year in succession,
his century of wickets having cost just
under six runs each. At 22 vears of age
he has had three years as a professiong|
at Burslem and his amalysis for e
three seasons  is,  1,001.4 GVOrs, 358
maidens, 1,668 runs, 46 wickets, .77
avernge. He and Roy Hollowood hay,
taken 168 wickets  for  Buiulem, com.
pared with 160 last vear and F, n
Steventon and W, T Maybury oy
taken 160 1or Nantwich, whicly i« 21
fewer than st year. T thews foyy
skilful bowlers supported Ly o high
standard  of  flelding, these "two clubs
largely owe their exalted position, )

Big scores have been rare,
never reached noxeore of 200, anl hivto
were only 10 such in thie wholg senwon
partly, no doubt, due to rather :
courage in using the deelaration,
made the top seore of 252 for 4,0
against Nantwich, and they declared
cight times, three times moro {hay any
cther elub.  While Leek have e st
hatting  figures, closely  followe( by
Longton, Burslem are out by then.
selves In the matter of cheap dismissy)
of opponents. Of grix seores of a0 or
less their bowlers were responsible for
five ot them, including tha lowest tota)
of the season, 34 by Blythe Warks,

Six teams

More

Lok

To BE CoNTINUED
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE

‘CRICKET

LEAGUE

The Season Reviewed
(SECOND ARTICLE)

POINTS OF THE PLAY

By THE CRITIO

Tllls question was recently  put to
me: “ls the standard of cricket in
the League improving or doeteriorating 1"'
1 could not honestly say 1 lhu\\ght it
was improving.  The statistics which 1
gave last week do not suggest i, and
trom my own obscrvation 1 should lm'\'l-
been surprised if they had. And it will
not improve unlees and until the clubx
abandon  false fdeas  of economy and
enguge prnh-nsinnuln of the right type.
[ have mald o before, but 1 ofter no
apology for repeating it. It would, in
my opinion, stimulate  tnterest,  aml
lend to n revival of real practice, by
which is meant the practice llm! makes
perfeet, On gaining promotion Knypers-
loy set a splendid example by engaging
o first-elass player in . W, Greenwood,
and  though  his unexpected qll:\llﬂx_-u.
qion this year for Nnnhmnp!nnsln‘rv
probably prevented the elub from realiz-
ing quite the full benefit of their enter-
prise, they are xo aatisficd of the wis.
dom of the poliey that 1 ln»lit'\'o'lhoy
have in view for next year a prominent
county player as professional  and
enaell,  The club and its management
are to bo congratulated on their courage
and their auspicious return to Section
1. Greenwood was the only newcomer
of importance to the League this year,
put I hope the excellent example of
Knypersley will be followed by others,

for now is the time to make a strong

hid for inereased  public  support by
improving the ecricket and stimulating
interest.

The foolishiness of  wasting  one's
wicket by getting run out is with ma a

most  obtrusive theme. 1t often
putts  in during the rearon and it
putted in when 1 war reviewing the

geaxon 4 year ngo. The following
Jdetails show how the clubs have fured
i this matter the first figure heing the
number of opposing players they have
run out, and the second figure the num.-
por of their own men who have bheen
run out. Stone 12—9, Leek 11—5, Nant.
wich 8—8, Rurslem 98-8, Knypersley
0-5 Rlythe Works 8—6, Croewe Alexan-
dra 8—3, Porthill 8—9, Lougton 5-10,
Norton 5—14, Caverswall 4--8, Silverdale
3-10. Nantwieh are the most level-
headed Tunners  hetween wickets  for
they have only had five men run out
in WO 8easONs, and theie Crewe nvig_h-
hours seem to have fearnt a _l(-ssnn. Tor
they had the worst record \\'nh‘ 13 run
nll(- last year, and the best \\'\_ﬂ\ only
three this time. Norton do not improve
fur they have wasted mn-_o more wu_-k'«-h\
than iast year. It is a little surprising
to find Stone running out more oppo-
nts than any other team which might
that. their ground
been  better  than

ne !
cvoke the suggestion
felding must have
neir eatehing.
tll\\"rivt;:-:,dkm:‘ing has been a diffieult
problem with some teams. 1 find that
(. B, Falge, of Longton, and A, McTurk,
ol Nantwivh, stand  out h:\' l'hl'lll?i‘\\\‘u.\'
in the number of their vietime Falge
has been rosponsible for 30 \\‘u-kol'u., 18
canght and 12 stumped, and .\h-l'nrk
for 27, 11 caught and 16 stumped,  Next
come A, Meighe Burslem with 14, and
A, Jervis, Stone, with 13,

BURSLEM'S DEBT TO ROY
HOLLOWOOD

Power in attack has placed Burslem
and Nantwich high above all rivals in
the last two scasons, for the outstand.
ing success of these two clubs has been
due in both cases to the possession of
an effective pair of bowlers.  What Fred
Taylor and Roy Hollowood have done
for Burslem, E. I Steventon and W, T.
Maybury have done for Nantwich, 1
have already given Taylor's figures for

his three seasons as a professional,  His
100 wickets this season jor 5.8% runs
cach is a brilliant performance.  1lis

father, C. J. Taylor, once returned an
cven better average for the same club,
for in 1830 he took 82 wickets, average
£29 and he was then in the veteran
slage.

For a number of years Roy Hollowood
hias been as good as a accond profes-
xional to Burslem. A dozen and more
vears ago, when the club had no pro-
fessional, he was a regular opening
bowler with Evans Cook, for three years
from 1829 he was a regular opening
Lowler with Charles Taylor, and after an
nbsence of four seasons he has for three
vears been a regular opening bowler with
Fredd Taylor. For four years ending
1931, the average per wicket scored
sgainst Burslem was 9.08, 10.95, 7.73. and
8.27. For the next four years, without
oy the averages were 14.80, 15.08, 16.73,
and 18.51.  For the three years sinece
his return to the attack the averages
have been 9.9%, 8.46, and 7.95. Thase
are very striking figures, and though a
large share of the credit for the two
sequences of low averages 1nust, of
course, go to the Taylor's, father and
son, they serve to emphasize Burslem's
debt to Roy Hollowooad, who in his
seven sensons sinee 1928 (and he was
doing well before that) has taken 445
wickets for the club at an average cost
of 7.52. This year he howled 344 overn
for 534 runs, average 8.09.

in 1830 Burslem won the champion.
ahip with an even lower bowling average
than this vear, but with a batting aver-
age of 11.82, which was practically 10
runs a wicket, inferior to that of Port-
Lill, and the lowest in the lengue ex-
cept two elubs, This year it is not as
bid ns that, for there are only four
with better hatting figures, but they have
no batsman wih an average as high as
20. (3. Wardle, A. Bireh, J. Fenton, aml
T, G. Hollowoml have been the back-
bone of the batting, with euriously simi.
Inr records, In the order given their
aggregates are 347, 351, 330, nnd 348, und
their avernges 19.27, 18.47, 18.33. and
18.31. The enigma of the senson has been
the failure of A, B. IHollowond, whose
164 rune and 10.25 avernge compare with
the following figures in the three pre-
ceding seasons-—-1837, 630, 31.50; 1938,
251, 2340; 1835, 862, 50.70. Explanation
a bad patch extraordinary, '

A word on the bowling of Fred Taylor,
Tall and well built he has a high de.
livery, bowla at fast-medium pace, some-
times awings away, and sometimes cuta
the ball in from the off, and he has the
erowning virtue of excellent control over
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Tength and direction, and ver

i y rarcly
delivers a ball at which the batsm )
Dot v, nan need

NANTWIOH VETERANS KEEP IT Up

f hall-a-dozen Nantwieh play
whom the aucceas of the tanllnv:: ntlo
nmost euntirely due only one can he re.
garded wa a yvoung player, vis., (i, Rull
who scored runs and averaged 1773
‘The others were the great pair of club
bowlers, E. H. Steventon and W T
Maybury, the profeasional, Viector 'l-‘nx.
T. W. 8teventon, and J. E. 8mith, The
last-named did reasonably well . until
the end of July, but.finished badly and
pulled his average down to under 35,

Fox was the same graceful and con.
sistent batsman as ever, though hig 453
runs and average of 23184 were con.
siderably below lagt year's figures, The
brothers T. W. and B, 1L Steventon
xeored  respectively 353 and 328 runs,
with averages of 22,06 and 2186, The
Lalk of the bowling was onee again done,
and done remarkably  welly by W, T,
Maybury and E. H. Seventon, whose
respective aunlyses are 82 wicketa, nver.
age 931, and T8 wickety, avernge 9,89,
The batting of the team waa helow the
Nantwich standard of recent years, and
the decline from 1837 s indieated by gy
full of nearly five runs per wicket in
average, aa also by the fact that the
eaptain only had occasion to declare the
innings closxd onee ax  against  nine
times Inst year,

LONGCTON, LEEK, AND PORTHILL
SCORE MOST RUNS

Longton were a good all-round  gide
when their full strength was available
though there was too much tail to u,(:
Liatting, and it was not ag it should e
that three players  should  contribuyge
1.511 of the 2443 runs scored from e
hat.  Of this trio G, B, Edge made 597
(the highest aggregate in the league)
average 3142 . 1L Plant 528, average
37.71 (the best average in the league ml‘:tl
in spite of being three times gy u‘
ior two runs), and G. Pedley 385 g, ‘“\
age 2L4. Ldge and Pedley hit i\m”-
the three centuries seored during n“f
scason, and Plant would probably ), l,o
reached three figures if he had noy nln-
clared when 83 not out, at Crowe, Nl'i(l‘ v
A, J. Chadwick nor W, Bourne quite ‘;:'{
himselt  justice, hoth uvernging .
under 15, The eaptain had wlnow et
embarrasaing choice of bowling ) r}\“
Webberley was o useful no\\u«'nm.(‘r his
29 wickets costing no more thay am
cach, but Broadhurst (76 wickets ,'96
age 10.76) and W, Stubbs (4] "\.'h‘li\“"'
average 9.92) Dbore the brunt, No 0L,
ings was deeiared elosed againgg 'l""'
ton, but Piant applied the dosure o8
times, and Awo of these nmtrhm ‘ﬂ\'u
won, two lost, and one drawn, I‘lo“l‘m
the courage to take risks in orde fid
give his bowlers a reasonable cha r‘ 5

Leek proved themzelves g lovel |,'.l“h-("
side, with eight averages nhave 13"“"“
seven aggregates above 230, Rep ! l‘iml
ton (390, avernge 32.50) and R, llrts:ln -
1420, average 23.00) were (ho ‘.mu(‘r“'k
getters, but larold Bireh average F
and Bon, Halton, L. . Cramy,. ged 25,
Dale all had averages :\Jm\-p]is“ml k.
effective  opening  bowler  wye
l]('t‘t.lt“l‘ and that is where o lH.””l
fossional might eaxily v (.m;\.."r”'
lLovk into a championship sjle "rll.;\‘l
wst teturn was that of Ripe P N
average 13.16), and . ‘I‘ll.(‘rl.‘h(.z‘\ “"‘kﬂ‘f‘
Brodeviek,  with 27 puchy, hmkﬂl\\l k.
wickets.  No wonder there were
three cluba with an inferior 1,“\.(;!‘1-"
reord. .l.(‘:‘k declared  their inl\'mK
closed cight times, three more hy “.“L'"
other team, hut only two of ”h\\‘l-‘l\‘..m_\'
matehes were won, and - siy nqu\\.l:lgm

Porthill had a patehy »u\;m,l,. W
a dreadind start, a fine recovery, il
weak finishe But they qre N\'l.ill‘l\ml .
sympathy inan overdose of |,.M‘l‘\l“:\”

One
‘thly

st

To have to sttt withay

xl AL AL Bicker
tulu':m\l lose the howling u\r l{'\\k”'-
White, both owin N

. 2 to ilhes
withott the services  of o ¢

sional, John Tkin,

b o he
I profeg.
for five or six of the
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later matehes, owing to Lancashire's
prior elrim, o loxe I Hammond  for
five or six weeks owing to injury, and
to he cbliged to fielld almost 3 sceond
XL in several matehes, these cireum-
stanees are enough to have driven some
clubs to the bottom of the table. Viewed
o that light Porthill's  position s
creditable. Ikin's record of 336 runs
and an average of 21 is disappointing,
The other leading run-gefters were J.
2. Heath, who did more than anyone to
hold the batting together, and’ scored
417 runs, avernge 24.64, Arthur Bicker-
ton (325, 23.21) and J, Bentley (338,
19.88), but Mammond averaged over 18,
Tkin (83 wickets, average 12.22) and 11,
Thornhill 41, 16.31) did most of the
bowling, with wseful help from Douglas
White and K. Gleaves,

WEAK STONE BATTING

Rtatisties suggest that the Stone batt.
ng badly needs ’tiffening,  Ten times
the team were dismissed for loss than
100, these acores ranging from 9 to 39,
and the best totals were reached in the
last two matehes, when the innings wax
deelared at 167 for 9, and 178 for 7. The
failure of the batting ix reflected in the
averages, for no player reached an aggre-
gate of 300, and A. Jervis, with 16.75,
has thie beot average, 1L, H, Wl scored
most runs, €87, and averaged 15.10. 1an-
cock andd B Shardlow bowled  we))
enongh to have given the club a higher
place it the batting had been rensonably
sound. though the left-hander expecinlly
often suffered from fielding errors.  Ile
took 71 wickets, avernge 1187, and Han-
cock 63, average 10.58. I consider they
would have had improved figures if
better “judgment had heen used in the
placing of the field. The biggest keore
ngafnst  them  was 180 for 8, and
opponents were cight times  disminged
for less than 100, But the change bowl-
ing was not very impressive,

I have nothing but praise for Kny-
persioy, They rose to the needs of
higher grade ericket, and by engaging
o firstclues bateman in 1L W, (roen.
wood  gave their batting the stability
and steadying influence required, Aan
result they were in the top flight all the
Renson, even challenged for the leader.
ship at one stage, and finished equal
fourth in the table.  With n less enter-
prising  policy they would quite pro-
bably have heen fighting for their place,
and have killed the interest which' their
return to Bection A aroused, They have
kept a compact side, having called upon
fewer  players  than any other chub,
Gireenwood, though missing four
mniches, scored 474 runs, with an aver-
age of 3160, and of the amateurs E.
Lowe (285, 17.81), W, Winskill (263, 17.53),
and W. Boon (318, 16.73) did best with
the bat. The bowling has been largely
shared, and successfully so, by the fo]-
lowing quartet of bowlers: W, Butler
123 wickets, average 11.52), W. Boon (31,
1L77), W. Winskill (41, 1212), and E.
Reynolds (47, 12.61),

BETTER BOWLING AT NORTON

Yot another examplo of the effiency of
god bowling waa fugnished by the ex.
perlence of Norton,  Thelr attack waa
strengthened by the aequisition of &tan.
ley Weleh, The direes revult i o glae
from No, 11 to No. 8 with the proba.
bility that they wouldd have finjxhed
even higher if Welely had not been kept
out of the last five matehes by injury,
The batting Agures are not quite an
good as last year, but 860 fewer funs
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Lave been scored from Norton bowlers,
and  the  average  against  them has
dropped 17.20 10 12,37, Weleh tound his
ald form,” which deserted him when act-
ing ax professional  with Porthill Jast
yvear, and took 63 wicketx Iwefore his in-
}nry at the low cost of 711 which is
second only to Taylor's average in the
wlhole League.  Other improved returns
are those of W, Deakin (3 wickets aver.
age 9.32) wnd Foo Hodson (29, 11,31).
Arthur Smith has not heen as prolitie
or runs as usual but has scored 513,
with an average of 27, and the best of
the amateurs are R. Birch (267, 16.68)
wied I, Rhead (240, 17.14).

Caverswall had the eurious experience
ol desecnding from third place to cqual
seventh, seven points helow No, 6, and
ret showing rather better figures both
m batting and bowling.  E. J. Wakelin
rarely manages to get through a season
without a striin of some sort, and he
misxed two or three matches for that
reason, but on figures hie wias one of the
League's hest all-vounders for he scored
319 runs, average 2658 and  took 51
wickels, average 8.52, A. Pickard (32
wickets, average 11.03) was the best of
tho other bowlers, Roy Smith, three
times run out, has rather poor batting
figures for him (398, 23.41) and the only
other batsman to rveach an average of
15 was J. H, Ragadale (276, 16.23),

THE'BOTTOM CLUBS

Bivthe Waorks, handicapped by the
liess of 1. Hawley, didd not maintain
Lust year's form, and have a worse re.
cord” than  even relegated  Silverdale,
However, they  tided over a difficult
tnne, a surprise  victory  at o Nantwicely
finully putting them safe from relega.
tion, The batting  averanes  compare
indifferently with last. year, A, E. Ben.
nett being at the top with 1518, with
W. Hurst (305 and A, Moore (250) seop.
g most s, Mayer (46, 15.67) and A,
I Duview (32, 15.40) had the bhest howl.
ing Haures,

Crewe Alexandea had an anxious time,
mnd were anfortunate in that their pro.
fessional, Alan Poate, was unable to
find his form either with bat or hall.
Five players made over 200 runs each,
but the 1550 of J. 8. Broad was the best
wvernge.  J. Hossack howled eleverly oy
nogood many occasionas, nlu! took 54
wickets for under 11 yuns a-picce. Poaty
had 36, and J. Princa 27, average 10.74.

In the last year or two Silverdale have
had to build up almost a new team, so
many of their old players have dropped
cut, andd they have failed to retain their
place during the process. As last year
they have tried many more players than
my other elub, the number batting he.
ing 30. The lors this season of I, Ankers,
John Lking J. Bentley, and A, W, Ik
left ¢, F, Rushton practically alone of
tho old baitting stalwarts, and of last
year's leading bowlers only 1, Pointon
was left, Huappily the lefthander, F,
Vardy, bocanie o veqular plaver, anq
Iie and Pointon howled well enough (o
live mecured better results, Vardy ook
T4 wickets, nverage 1162, and Pointon
67, uverngo 1128, But they had it prae.
teally all to do, and with Rushton's
nvernge dropping from 33,15 o 14,31 the
batting was hopelessly weak, J, Myatt
scored 283, with an average of 17.93, and
E. Uriffiths averaged over 19 in the first
nine matches” and then disappeared
from the team, The reat was failure.




