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CRICKET

North Staffs. and District
~ League

LOOKING FORWARD
Bright Prospects for 1932

By "“THE CRITIC”

Thougll the winter which missed its
wayv when it was expeeted seomis to have
arrivedinApril; whenit was neftherexpected
nor wanted, cricket clubs are busy getting
thingsin onder for anothercampaign,and the
spirits of those who love our great: summer-
game are a8 buoyant as'usual on the thres
hold of & new scason, After two abnor-
mally wet summers our hopes run very
high ‘for favourabls weather conditions
in 1032, and other -clrcumstances point
to a towrnament of exceptional intoregt
inder the auspices of the N.8. and District
Leagues . In spite of tho persistent rain
which “tabbed players and spectatory
of 8o much of their pleasure in 1031,
the Competition lost nothing in keennews,
and  proionged and thrilling struggles
ot both ends of the results table were
sustained to the veryend, withthe ultimate
outcome that Ieck wrested the champion-

ship froth Burslem by a single point, and
Qrewe Alexandra just failed in & long-
drawn-out triangular contest with I.ong-
ton and Caveiswall tn avoid relegation.
1'ov their application for re-clection also
failed by the narrowest possible margin,
I belicve, of one vote in the subsequent
ballot, and their place will be taken this

vear by the other railway club, the T.M.8,,"

Stoke. who play on the old County Ground,
and who won the champlonship of the
Senfor B Bection for tho third time in
five years. Whilst welcoming the 1.M.S,
one must repeat an expression of sym-
wthy with the old Crewe club, who have
{wr‘n prominent members of Section A
from the very early days of the League,
having gained championship honours three
times and been ruuners-up on seven
occasions, The L.M.8. had one sceson
in Section A fuur years ago, bul fared
disastrously and returned to Section B,
only to again head that Table. Their
application for promotion then failed,
but they have now been more fortunate,
and have another opportunity to make
good in the top cless, & task which they
will not flnd eme'.

The forthcoming season seems to hola
out every promise of an improved standard
of play and a competition of great in-
terest. One player will be missing who
has figured prominently in the League
in recent years, viz, Roy I[lollowood,
Burslem's clever bowler, who has ‘{aken
o professional engagement at Dukinfleld.
He may not be as seriously missed by the

ex-champions as would have been the
case with most clubs, owing to the rich-
ness of their bowling resources, On the

other hand the advent of R. Tyldesley
at Nantwich, and W. H. FEllerker at
Chell, constitute notable additions which
will certainly enhance the interest of
the Competition, and nmi bo expected
to give a further lift to the standard of
play. I look forward to & splendid fight
for the honours.
CONFIDENCE AT LEEK

Herbert Sedgwick has skippered the
Leek team for two years, and under the
inspiration of his leadership they took
two strides, first from equal eighth to
fifth, and the second from the fifth place
to the top. The championship was won
by allround efficiency, and with the
same players available, and young as-
pirants naturally improving, there is a
quiet confldence nt Leek in their ability
to remaln at or very near the top. And
so far as one can judge such confldence
4 Justified, though Bedgwick and his loyal
+.am of teiere will certainly meet with
stern opposition in the quest of the
chnmpiomshlp from more quarters than
one, The Captain hus, of course, been
re-elected, with W, C. Charnock as vice-
captain.

a8t season only 106 players were called
upoa for fimt XI, duty, and two of these
uuwmml only oner, Only PBurslom wore
o [e to get {hmugh the season without
calling upon & large number of players.
With nine double-figure averages in so
wet & geason the batting was remarkably
level, and Harold Birch, Gordon Ssdgwick,
H. Sedgwick, W. 8. Hutchinson, and H.
Kidd dld sn well with the ball that Leek
had much the better bowling record in
the league with the single exception of
Burslem. The two Sedgwicks, A. Rider,

J. Cotton, J. Pointon, W. C. Charnock,
H. Birch, W. 8. Hutchinson, H. Allcock,
J. Williamson, and H. Kidd constitute a
team that will not be easy to beat, and
there are § number of promising young
players in the club, some of whom will,
no doubt, get their chance.

. Leek.will " play the game,” and play
it both well and attractively, as becomes
champions.

BURSLEM'S LOSS

Roy Hollowood has becn the outstand-
ing amateur in the Burslem team for the
greater part of a decade, and the most
consistently succeseful bowler in thr
league for several years. Ilis departure
would leave a tremendous gap in most
team., and it will, of course, e felt by
his  old club. How much it wi.l be felt
will depend upon whether Taylor and
Percy Kirkham retain their forni of last
year. Il the professional's powers re-
msin unimpaired, as may be cxpected,
and the left-hander continues to develop
as he has during the last two years, Burg-
lem will quite likely still have the moet
eflective Eeir of opening bowlers in the
league. Evans Cook, who is to captain
the side again, has done very little bowling
in recent years, ulmplly because he
not been required, but I khow of no reason
why,given (he opportunity, he should not
be as effective a bowler as when he and
Roy Hollowood were the regular opening
pair, and generally had somewhat similar
records, Bo even the loss of Roy may
lcave Bumlem very strong indeed in
bowling. : -

Had the batting been as good as the
bowling since Taylor waa cngaged as pro-
fessional. Burslein would have simply
farmed the championship, But the batting
has been very ordinary, and one wonders
whether this season will see a marked
improvement. If it does they will take
a lot of stopping. Though there are some
promising young batsmen coming along,
1t seemns as though the main hope of real
improvement centres in the opening pair.
[an CrumF is #o sound a bat that his per-
sistent failure last season was lnoxplicalgie,
and he may be a power this time, whilst
Bernard - Hollowoud, who averaged over
33 in six innings during his vacation last
scason, will be available throughout this
time. With this pair to open the innings
Burslem’s batting may be a very different
thing from that of the last two years.
The ex-Longtonian, A. Meigh, is keeping
the wicket smartly, and the felding of
the side I8 not far off the best in the
league.

Apart from young players, some of
whom may win their spurs, W. Briscoe
(vice-ca laiu{. A. Birch, 1. Sharpe, I
RBailey, K, Cotton, .JJ. Jolley, and J. Fenton,
hesides those previously mentioned, have
all had plenty of tirst tenm experience,

BILVERDALE'S DISTINCTION

Silverdsle 18 Gae of the olilest homes of
cricket in North Ktaftordshire, and the
eolliery village possesses a strong, well-
managed club, with & pleasant and well-
appointed ground, and last season the
team earned the distinetion of having the
hest batting record {n the league and the
largest credit -balance over opponents.
Their own average per wicket was 18.71
and . the average sgainst them 12.02,
giving & margin in their favout of 5.79
per - wicket, or praclically 68 runs per
completed | lunings,  which: was  rather
bettor even than the reeord of the ¢ham
Hons, o o 7 s _ .
! Mr, O Motris, the” elub's president, id,
I belleve, nmv‘mrichinfr his 40th yeatr in
that position, and Mr. J. ¥, Rushton,
who i8 a life member of the league, has
held the hon. recretaryehip for a guarter
of & erntury. Mr. Rushton informs me
that all last season’s players are again
aveilable, including Arthur Ikin, who hns
been re-engaged as professional, In aeddi-
tion, E. Malkin, E. Griffiths, and J. Hazel-
dine, of the M&delay Club, have transferred
itheir services to Bilverdale. My recollec-
tion js that they are three quite useful
players. J. Cocks will again be captain,
with another respected colliery oflicial aa
v ce-captain in the person of J. O, Davies,
whons [ have scen bat well cnough to
warrant many more runs than he has
scored in the last year ot two. With such
rn-getters as J,
hushton, J. Whalen, and Ikin, and hitters
like Geo. Green and Ben Oriffiths, heavy
scoring is always likely, and G. O. Holland,
B. Griffiths, J. Whalen, A, ®almon, E.
White, end Tkin provide an attack which
fs not to be despised. 8ilverdale had
deplorable luck in the matter of weather
last year, or they .might have been higher
up than fourth.

PORTHILL PROSPECTS
Always amongst the leaders, and gene-
rally mey.kms: 8 strong bid for the honours,
Porthill's prospects look bright for the
comir}g season, Their bowlers are often
handicapped by looyn fleding—a  fault
which har  somietimes cost them dear

nkers, A, Ward, C. F..

Their last year's professional, Rex Wilso:,
was a slow left-arm bowler, who must of
necessity depend largely on his field. On
the one or two occasions on which I raw
him he bowled with heart-breaking luck,
and he-would certnlnlr have been a much
ater psset to the club had the fielding
n up to the mark. It is a fault which
must be cured if the chempionship is to
be won, and it should receive very serious
attention. The new profeskional in Btanley
(,'rum}), a bowler whose spin is mainly the
opposite way to that of Wilson, " and
probably rather less dependent on the
fleld, but if the club is to reap the tull
benefit, of his undonbted skill he must be
supported by smart and reliable fielding,
’orthill's batting may regain its dis-
tinction as the strongest in the league,
for all the old stars remain, and Cramp
{8 almont as good a batsman as he is a
bowler, With J. 8. Heath: A. A, Bickerton,
K. Qleaves, N. W. White, 4. A. ¥. Bag-
guley, H. F. Wood, L. A. Oliver, and
Crump to be got out Porthill's opponents
will have something to do, even it W. H,
Fitchford shBuld again be unable to play,
And thete are conmiderable posatbilities in
& number of the -youmi playots whe have
baen trled. Orump will have (he ansistance
of J. H. Chadwick, K. Gleaves, and N, W,
Whife in bowling, with Arthur Bickerton
and . A. Oliverto call-upon if necessary,
not, to mention the young bhowlets in the
second and other teama. If R. llammond,
who was incapacitated by an acecldent last
year ls still unable to takqg the gloves, the
wicket-keeping ray.be rather a Jificuit
toblem, : The -captaif - and vice . . yaln
ave  changed . places (his- year,  vhyr
Bickerton being the skiper, with : tanley
Heath, alicr a long spell of captainey, oy
his deputy. A change has 8120 been fade
in the secretaryship, Mr. J. Marsh having
resigned after nearly a quarier of a century
of Invaluable service. and having been
suceeeded by Mr. N. W. White,

BTONE'S BERFAVEMENT

T use thie word advisedly, for T am
ujte sure that overyono connected wit),
the Stone Cricket Club felt the untimely
death of one of the most popular captaing
the club ever had as a personal bereave-
ment. A more perfect {ype of sportsman

than Paul Stubbs I never met, and that
he should have been cut off in the prime
of early manhood was a tragedy which
came upon his friends with the shock of
a stunning blow, Described to me by the
club’s hon. secretary (Mr. C. H. Matthews
as an ideal captain to L{)lay under, he wil}
be greatly mijssed and mourned by his
colleagues. As a batsman he had not done
full justice to his ability in recent seasons,
and seemed to be under a spell of ill-luck ;
but one felt that he might come into his
own at any time and prove one of the
most prolific run-getters. in the league, 1
have seen him play like & batsman of class
for Staffordshire, I once faw him hit a
georgeous century for Stone, and not long
ago I watched him pile up a brilliant
70 for the Staffordshire Gentlemen. So
tuat one was always expecting big things
from him in league cricket, fmg I am
convinced they would have come if he
had been spared.

A. M. C. 8mithsucceeds to the captaincy,
with W. A, Adams as vice-captain, Except
for the one big loss there will be little
change In personnel from last season, when
the team did remarkably well in tieing
with Porthill for the sixth place. The clul
is fortunate in ils prolessional (W. Lee),
a k-en and conscientious player, and a
very good all-rounder, who will again be
the mainstay of the team, F. Ravenscroft,
H. H. Wood, and F. Middlcton are bats-
men who may improve on last year's
figures, and the young players of promise
who may find I)crma.nenb places in the
first team include sons of old playeis of
distinction in R, W, Ilarris and F. S,
Johnson.

The bowling can hardly be quite upto
league standard unless the new vice-
captain should develop into & successful
fast bowler, but Lee may receive valuable
support from A. Worthington, who joined
the team last season, and should have
benefited by his experience. The fast
howler, 8, R. Pollard, is unfortunately
incapacitatod by a knee injury, which Is
o serlous low, ¥, O Ternle mn.K be
avellable for o falr number of matches—w
the moro the better, ;

It a8 good a ition ag in 1031 s to
be secured one thing is, in my judgment,
essenbial—viz, & big Improvement in
flelding.

[To BE CoNTiXUED.)
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NEW GROUND FOR
CANNOCK CRICKET
CLUB

Col. C. Matton occupied the chair
at the annual meeting, on Monday night,
at the White Hart Hotel, Cannock, of
the Cannock Cricket Club.

Mr. J. Buck, Jun., presented his annual
report as secretary, in which he said the
financlal position of the club had improved
during the yea . There was an increase
in the playing members’' subscriptions,
and there was b larger total recelpts in
general subscriptions. A pleasant feature
of the accounts was the profit of £13
28. 8d. made by the lddies who organised
the teas. As six matches had to be
abandoned ' because . of the  rain, - this
result of the ladies’ efforts was especially
gratifying, The total income, however,
was down compared -with the previous
year. The expenditure was satisfactory,
strict economy having been exerclsed,
and thero was a balance in hand of £11
12s. 3d., a8 against & pievious balance
of £8 11s. 56d. last year. ’ )
- The club was leaving the Athletic
Grounds, on which they had played for
sixty years or more, and they all knew
what & lot thez were indebted to their
President in obtaining the use of the
new Cannock park playing-pitch. Iie
hoped they would be able to justify the
action of the Urban Council in perma,ting
them the use of the park.

Mr. Buck reported that last season
the first cleven played 16 matches, of
which 10 were won, 3 lost, and 3 drawn.
One match could not be flnished on
account of rain, and six matches had
to be abandoned because of rain, The
first team scored 2,102 runs for 142 wickets,
an average of 14,80 per wicket, as com-
ge.red with 1,784 runs for 161 wickets

their opponents for an average of
11.81. W. Il. Allen headed the batting
list with an nvemge of 42.50 for 14 com-
pleted innings, and C. Hawkyard topped
the bowling with an average of 8.47 for
40 wickets.

The second eleven scored 1,460 runs
for 02 wickets, an average of 15.88, L.
Williams was at the head of the batting
with an average of 47.11 for eleven com-
pleted innings, and TF. Cowern topped
the bowling with an average of 8.47 for
34 wickets.

With regard to matches for the coming
season, only one first team fixture remaine
to be arranged, and the teams to be met
included Sutton Coldfleld, Friends' 1lall
(Birmingham), Trentham, King’s Own,
Kynochs, Bridgnorth, Erdington, Blaken-
hall, Netherton, Birmingham, Pickwick,
and King's Ileath. The second team
had gamee with mnst of the same clubs.

In moving the re-election of Col, Hatton
as_president, Mr. Burrell Davis said the
Colonel had done most valuable work
In the negotiations with the Council about
the new ground. His own view was that
the Cannock club would have a better
npgbxtunity at the new park than it ever
had of providing the public with good
cricket 1n & centrally-situated ﬁoxmd.
He believed the game would come
more popular in the town, and that
crickett would be encouraged throughout
the Cannog¢k Chase arca.

Col. Hatton said as one who had played
on the Athletic Grounds for 35 or 40 years
it was with no little regret that he thought
of the club going to new quarters. It
was impossible, however, for the club
to have carried on under the old con-
ditions, and on the new park they would
be able to make a very good pitch, one
which would’ improve every year, if they
would only put some work into it. It
was this question of work on the ground
he would like to impress on every member.
They had got to adapt themselves to
the new ground., Believing that play in
the fleld was a great essential in the
winning of matches he was going to offer
a bat to the player who proved himself
the most reliable man in the fleld.

The election of officers took place as
follows :—President, Col. O, Tlatton;
treasurer, (. James ; secretary and match
secretary, J. Buck, Jun.; captain of
first, team, W. H. Allen; vico-coptain,
G. James; captain of second team,
J. Buck, Jun.; vice-capiain, F. Ver-
non jauditor, I, Hallohureh,  Additions
wero made fo the Ueneral Commitiee
end tho Selection Committec was also
constituted.
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- ‘RE-ENTER CRICKET!

League Matches in North Staffs. To-day

' MORE CLUB PROSPECTS

By THE

CRITIC

‘A new orluket sosson opons In North
Staffordshire to-day, and. one spmehow
has the feeling that there is a keener in-

terest than usual in the advent of the .

summer game. If only the wcather ix
favourable tﬁmmr will bu o joyous mil;g;
off, tempored, "of course, in some c
bythe chl:;(ening effects of defeat. Wickets
have been flrmer than in mwst years for
ractice, and in spite of cool winds playerzf
wve been able to ‘‘get down to it’
without 100 much discomfort. -

CHELL'S NEW CAPTAIN

Contlnuing my survey of the prospects
of the clubi, g'cgun last week, 1 find
optimlsm .very prevalent at Chell. In
addition to a change of hon. secreta
(Mr. F. Hulme has succeeded Mr.
Averill, r.tired after eleven years of
splendid work), a new captain been
eﬂactcd, this time in the person of Arthur
smith. In honouring t county bats-
man the club is itself honoured, for there
is no more popular oricketer in North
Staffordshire,” nor gny better emﬂg{md
for the task of leadership, He w ve
the backing as vice-captain of Frank
Vodrey, who captained the team in its
rapid rise to a high placc in the League,
though unable to prevent a considerable
relapee last year,

Great interest naturally centres in the
jappointment of the Smethwick and
Staffordshire all-rounder, W, H. Ellerker,
as professional. A batsman whom it is
s delight to watch,and a tight -erm medium-
vace bowler who can make wuse both of
Ieg-sp‘n and swerve, and keelé'n length
withal, Lllerker should be a big asset ta
the team. :

It ie rather remarkable that the open.
ing match to-day will see two new pro-
fessionals of note in ‘opposition at Chell,
for Nentwich are the visitors, and Richard
Tyldesley will also be making his first
appearance in the League, & dual uttrac-

crowd, And spectators will find them-
selves well catered for. since I am assured
that improvements carried out duruu}'
the close season have made the Chel
ground the best jn the League in the
matter of seating accommodation.

With regard to playing strength, sll
lrilst season’s amateiurs are available, and
the team look mpressive on paper.,
Roy Smith, whi was handicapped by
& painful wrist injury last season, is
auite fit again, and it is safe to predict
& much hetter season for the ex-Knlywnley
all-rounder, W. Boon., The only new-
comer is R. Hodgkinson, a young batsman
of pramise from Porthill, "But there are
meny young players from whom some
ilrst teamers will probably emerge.

Exceptional strength in batting should
be allied with adequate bowlin PEBOURCEH,
with Ellerker, sta&ey Welch, H. Hancock,

. Vodrey, and W.” Boon in the team.
And if the flelding needs tuning up the
capta’n and professional may be relied
on both for cxample and precept.

NANTWICH ENTERPRISE

Tho engagemeut of *‘Dick’' Tyldesley,
of international fame, is a courageous
enterprise on the part of the Nantwich
club, from which, whatever the upshot
‘maiy be 28 regards there own ‘finances,
will benefit every club in the League.
I greatly admire the go-ahead spirlt and
pluck -of the Cheshire club, and hope the
publ ¢ of Nantwich and the surroundiag

distriot will justify the big adventure in M

the only way it can bo justified, by pro-
viding the lurgely Increased BUPPOIL HeCes.
'sary, A great rally for the first few home
matches while the novelty lasts, and then
a falllng-off, will not do. The enhanced
interest must be sustained throughout
the season if the club's bold licy is
to be warranted. For whilst ’E"ldesley
will be a potent attraction on evey
round, it is Nantwich who will have to
oot the bill,

Tyldesley's prowess is too well-known
to need recapitulation here. Sufiico it
to say that he is practically in his prime
as & crioketer, that ho is ong of the wiliest
slow, right-arm bowlers of the day, and

3

tion which is likely to draw a record T,

that he may quite likely be one of the
big batting successes of the League, for
he can hit with tremondous power.

With E. H. Steventon and W. T. May-
bury (still captain and vice-captain
respectively), to assist the big man, and
J. E. Smith, L. Haighton, and others to
take a turu it required, the bowling looks
very formidable, and on paper the tting
carrics counviction, But it must be res
membered that scarcely one of. the regu-
lar - batsmen played »ufwto his" correct
{form last "year, and the :experlence of
some whom one kuows to be %hood ‘bals
was dismal’'in the extreme.  There will
need to he pn alteration - this ‘season  if
championship aspirations aro to be realised,
espocially in view of the fact .that Bert
Bourne will not be ?ualiﬂedl . One of the
most _dependable bats in the League, he
will be ‘missed, but then such players
as T, W, Steventon, J. B, Swindale, L.
E. Norton, may be expected to recover
in somo measucre from Ii‘iat year's slumg
and the juvenile L. E. B, Smith shoul
make good this time, ~The only newcomer
is C. CofMu, who has transferred from
Crewe, and- may be useful, but I under-
stand that F. W, Sliﬁht, absent last year,
will be available, 80, the absence of
Bourae will bo less severely felt, " And
then there is Tyldesley, whase hefty bat
will soon account for some runs if he js
allowed to.remain,

For recruits as they may be required
tho club has generous resources. The
fielding hay generally. been good, and
A. McTurk continues a succession of
expert wicket-keepers,

NORTON NOT DOWNHEARTED

Following the hard Juck last vyear in
losing their professional for more than
half the season, Norton have decided
to rely on their amateur talent, but are
by no meaus downhearted, and hope to
materially improve their position in the
ague table, They could only secure
the services of Harris in 1981 subject to
the rl‘ior claim of Notts. County if they
tequired him. As long as he remained
in the Notts, II. XL he was free to fulfil
his Saturday engagement with Norton,
But Notis. met with o series of casualties,
Harris was drafted into the 1Ist team,
and was such an instanlancous Buccess
that Norton saw him no more. As the
Caplain, David Worthington, moved into
Derbyshire, and 8, Dawson was ill for
half the season, Norton were hard hit.

The present season will nevertheless
be entered upon with confidence, which
is, perha})s, justificd by the reputation
of tho club as a cricket nuvrsery, The
old fast-bowler, Arthur Jolley, ‘not sa
fast now and playing with the second
eleven until the last few matches in 1081,
has been elected captain, and I. Water-
fall continues as vice-captain, Worthing-
ton will be missed as batsman and wicket -
keeper, but I am informed by the new hon.
secretary, Mr. J, E. Martin, that the club
has dropped on a class wicket -keeper in
the nmkinf. He is T.  Whittingham, of
Porthill, who was discovered in tho knock-
out competition last season,

Without any stars of ui)ecial radiance,
there js an appearance of nice level quality
about this list—S, Smith, 8. Dawson,
A. Wright, G. Bishop, H, Higgins, U,
Worthington, R. Tatton, J. W. K erton,
and A, Reynolds, with'the Captain, Vice-
Captain, and wicket-keeper. And the
veteran J. Smith may still be wseful, P, J.

assey, W. Martin, and R. Steeie are
amongst the most likely pecruits, and @,

- Fenton, who has "transferpcd from
Leok, an excollent bat on his day, will
E“:::bly have & chance with t?xe 1st

Norton flelding s wgyuall
efficient, and “that fact shoulq be of
material assistance to the bowle %

comprive A, Reynolds, G Bi ¥, who
Higgins, U, ¥ inor s e Bishop, M,
E. Steolo, " WinBton, A Jolley: gng
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materialinee after Che poerent scason, In
which! cvent Norton will have o sports
ground equipped on similer lincs to that
al Bignuﬂ End.

BIGNALL END'S JUBILEE

Witk Biguall End things seem to be
pretty much *‘as you were.'' Professionul
assistance is still enchewed, and popular
“Jim’’ Mayer will skipper much the
same side as last ycar. Whether it will
prove good enough to take a fairly high

sition in the competition chart wlil

decided by the batting form of such

layers as Leo McEllin, A. Boolh, W.
ficech, 5. Hassall, E. Downing, K. W.
Platt, and the Captain, and, perhaps to
a greater extent, by the potency of
Douglas White’s bowling, A great deal
will certainly depend on this large-hearted
and skilful” bowler, who will hsve the
ssslstance nuwinly of A. Booth aud 8.
Hassell, with Dr. Albert Riley a valuable
belper when he can find the time to play,
and a couple of likely recruits in E. Lewis
and N, W, White. C. Robincon, who
promised well & couple of years ago, was
neflective lest reason, but, with his high
delivery, he might  yet prove a uscful
bowler. There are young baleminen in
the club who may be heard of during

t he scason, and D. White's younger brot ey, |

N. W., msay win lus place as an all-roundcr.

The year 1032 will be marked in red
Jetters in the annals of the club, for it
is the jubilee year. I traced the history
of the club when the new institule waus
opened, and space forbids any repetition
here. But I understand the event will
bo suitably celebrated during the seasoun,

LONGTON'S YOUNG HBLOOD

The definite policy at Longlon iy to
encourage their young plavers, and afford
adequate opportunity to those who give
evidence of ability to make gowd in the
1st team. Two really promising young
batsmen emerged in the course of last
season in E. Hewley and 8. Degg, and
one will watch thewr development with
considerable interest. J. E. k Tovey, o
loyal and enthusiastic member of “the
team for 8 good many year, succevds
C. Edwards as captain. Two usgful
players huve depurted, A, T, Poule,
the all-round left-hander, havirg been
appointed professional to his old club at
Caverswall, and E. Payne having left
the district, against which can be sct the
advent of W. Bourne, the leading ull-
round player of the Stallington club,
who, I understand, is following A. J.
Chadwick from the Blythe Bridge and
Uttoxeler District Lesgue to Longton.
Bourne is a young cricketer who ey
have a bright future. A fast-mediun,
right-arm bowler, with & nice leg-bivak
up his sleeve, he last season took about
80 wickets for Stallington at an average
cost of a fraction over three. He also
headed his club's batting averages, and
his left-hand batting may, with practice:
on better wickets, prove more suce ssful
tha . his bowling. He willhuve the best
wishes of his Stallington friends for buccess
in the North Siafford League. )

AU, Smith continues his services as
brofessional, and s great deal will again
evolve upon him and Harold Brassington
in the matter of attack. With Sumith
and (. Edwards out of form the tatting
was weak last vear, but a delinite imsprove-
ment is looked for. M. Plant, son of an
old captain and newly-elected ].rcsidcnh
Mr M. J. Plant, will be available for the
whole season, and . Fdwards, Smith,
A L Chidwick, R Plant, Ko Huawley,
S, Degg, and W. Bourne, with the caplaii,

ought to provide a satisfactory nucleus,
with plenty of reserves bordering ou lst
team standard to draw upon.

Mr. A, Hodson, un  assiduous hon.
secretary, informs that the club is taking
an active part in the scheiue for coachiug
sch »'boys under the Oxford movement,

PLUCEY LITTLE ‘“‘CARSA"

By a really meritorious effort in e
flnal stages of the campaign Caverswall
Justificd their promotion and vetaimed
thelr place in Section A. Faced with
the loss of their professional, Stanley
Crump, they engaged the Staffordshire
player, Frank Woodhouse, in his stead,
an excellent choice. But luter came pn
npp]icut_ion from the player to be released
from his contract, and the club unhesi-
tatingly acceded, making o big sucritice
rather than stand in the way of the plaver's
interests. To replace him at that late
stage was noeasy matter but t he emergency
was faced with courage, and {heir old
amateur, A. H. Poate, who left them
several years ago for Longton, was signed
up a8 professional. One hopes that
Poato, a left-banded bat and vwler of
considerable ability, will realise his best
possibilities in the service of his old -new
club, end that *‘Carsa’’ will have as good
& geimontmix :’ueir pluck deserves,

ongratulations and  best  wighes
A. Pickard, re-clecteq captain, 1:.“‘ 110
recent marriage. He will

. again heve {he

4

aid of E. J. Wakelin a+ vice-captain, and
all last year's players are available, with
a few ucweomers, including E. Jones
from Bignall End. The batting and
bowling depended too wmuch last season
on Crump and Wakelin, but there were
signs of improved batting towands {he
end of the scason, and better things may
be expected this time from W, Stanley,
W. Colclough, H. Whalley, and others.
Poate and Wakelin will be vseful opening
bowlers, and the changes will include the
captain and (. Turner, both of whom
nrelikelf‘tu get wickets.  But the bowling
hardly looks up to the wverage League
standerd.  Keen flelding will, theretory,
be all the more essential.

The hon. secretary, Mr. M. Cotton, was
able to make o gratifying announcement
at a recent function that they had the
asgurance of JMix. Bowers that in the
event of the sale of the Castle she would
use her influence to secure the tenure
of the club, whose ground is in the Cast e
grounds, on the present terms,

) TIHE PROMOTED CLUB

The L.)M.S.. Stoke club, on (heir elee-
tion to Section A, lLave weted wisely in
engaging as professional and concls E.
Mayer, who was last season with Gregt
Chell, 1 believe €. E. Mason (captain),
J. Turner (vice -captain), amd allt he playem
realise the stermmess of the task {hat
faces them, but they are not likely this
time to yicld their place without a struggle.
All last season’s players are stuted to
be available except L Cumniings, who
is not likely to be fit, and NCW-Coiers
include (. Rhead, a run-getter with
Bumilem igh Lane last scason, W.
Walker from  Ashcombe Vark, whilst
occasional assistance is hoped for from
A. E. Wilson, who has hal vxperience of
good class cricket in London, N

All the bowling is right -arm, and the
most effective last year was J. Wood,
who is fairly fast, with G. Llewcliyn, J.
Martin, and J. C. Hulne as chicf assist ants.
Together with  Mayer these  bowlers
should bo able to give a rcasonably good
account.  The professional will be a sheet
anchor in batting, and & good any
runs may be expected from .15 gall,
Llewellyn, Ilulme, Mason, Turnce and
others.  A. Copeland is the wicket -keeper,
and the team has the reputation of tielding
with keenness. A good deal wil) robably
dopend upon whether 1he llu{)ding is
cousislently up to concert Hiteh,

FINALE

In closing this survey of the prospects
of the clubs, I shall not venture too for
into the realm of proplesy. The cham-

lonship appears to me 110 open for any
definite tip, Muany pecple will regand
Nantwich as favourites, but [ like the
chances of Porthlll, of L' ws'em, of Gieat
Chell, of Leek, and thiee of Silvenlals
are not to be dispired. G en goud weat hier
1-think 1932 should produce the best
tournament sinco the +ar. And s to
the other end of the T.ble, well, 1 will
not be a prophct of ill,
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COUNTY " CRICKET

~ PROSPECTS

,_Smallér but Intercsung
Programme

e, .

_AWAKENED INTEREST AT
"' STAFFORD

By "THE ORITIO"

: Though the Minox Countles Competition
rogramms for Staffordshire has heen  out
sown- to eight watohes in the name of
economy, .features ‘of fresh interest are
the inclusion of Cambridgeshire and
Yorkshire II. amnngﬂt the county's
opponents, neither of whom haa “been
xnett for a%rlxlwthmk lml: qup%r'q&:
cen i a young players: {rom 't
w“‘é?;ft e Play & 'oml:xh?a'ntpa::
are pretty sure to a :
h{ Iﬁﬁt«‘:muse ﬁrlé)ket (;1 tg?lgggn. .can
always relied on_for a ol game,
and Cambridge, at full atmngti:. can fleld
& use!ulblside.m"ll‘bfy dig Bt:ﬂor{];émiet:
remarka urn ' by step n
the bmachy ag a late stage, whe!f Denbigh
drew out. ' They are to play at’ Btafford
late in July in what, 8o far as I know
will be the first county match ever playe
in the county town, As the long vacation
will then have commenced, the viglting
gounty will probably be strongly repre-
sonted. Fixtures with Cheshire and .

I1. are continugd, and the counties.to :

drop out”are Durham, Northumberland,
and Denbighshire.’ - . Lo

A counterpart to the -visit of the New
Zeolanders to Btoke last season will be
a two days' match with the All Indim
touripng team, on the old County Ground,
in the fust week of July. The Indlang
gro already, in spite of unfavourable
weather conditions, proving themselves
& highly-capable side, and thez should
not ge less attractive visitors than the
New Zealanders. - The last team of men
of colour to be scen in Staffordshire was
the West Indies Tourists, and they created
so good an impression in 1628 by their
fine qualities on and oft the fleld, that
their visit {8 a fragrant memory, and
should serve to enhance the Interest and
attractiveness of this year's blg match,
Last year Staffordshire would undoubtedly
have beaten the New Zealahd Test team
had there béen another day to play,
and may be relied upon to give the All
Indians a good game, even if they are not
able to repeat the sensational victory
ained in one day in 1911 over the pre-
5ecesam‘s of the present Tourists, On

that occasion Barnes took 14 wickets a

for 29 runs, one of the most thrilling per-
formances ,0of hisgreat career, and it is
likely that he will be the only participant
in that match of 21 years ago who will
be amongst the 22 players on July 6
and 7 next. Fivst-class touring teams
have visited Stoke in thrco of the last
four scasons, and on all these occasions
brilliant weather has been experienced,
leading tq a completely successful sequence.
Will the sun shine through the amoke
of the Potteries again, and meke the
fourth such occasion & joy to everybo«ljlr.
including the Treasurer? One can o K
hope o, aud urge the people of Nort
Stafordshire to roll up in thousands
to welcome’ the dark-skinned experts
with bat and ball from Britein's Asiatic
empire,
e scason opens on Wednesday next,
the 2ith in.slté..&&henzi\ Yocrikxst.l II. will z
o ed at Bradford, an e prospec
ofﬁuccessful season on the fleld appear
to be bright, It is all to the good that
H. W. Homer, of Old Hill, has consented
to again lead the team. His captaino
last year was & sucoess-from every poin
of view. Bo far as I know all year’s
layers will be aveilable, though- some
ﬁeas frequently than -could .be deaired.
There should, however, be no difficulty
in securing & strong side for ell matches,
To take the bowl ng first, Barnes and
Lockett will presuma, 1% have the rpgular
assistance of Btanley Crump, who mede
‘good last year both as bowler and bata-
man, with W. H. Ellerker and L, H. Gale
to help, and Taylor to come in if his
sarviees are required. And emongst young
bowlers who may have strong cleims to
further trial are Stanley Welch, who has

opensd the season "in ivresistible -fopm The

with Great Chsll, P. J, Kirkham and G.
ﬁedﬁgwick, loft handers, and possibly T,
J. RButherford, of -Wolverbsmpton. A.
H. Poate, the young Caverswall pro-
fesslonal, is also @ left-arm bowler ang
left-band bat, who may merlt considers-
tion, Herberb Bedgwick, who has just
been olected to the commiites, would ng
doubt come in for some matches if needed,

5

and there is also Douglas White, of Big-
nall End. So that the bowling resources
do not appear to give any cause for
anxiety. ’ k)
The batting should be stronger this
Year than laat, if for no other. resson

- ‘because Arthur:Smith will be available,

‘whereas he was o) ble to play i
match last, year. ,'*men pw nsezrg

to *pick themselves are H. W. Home,
Barnes, Logkett, 8. Crump, E.: Mg
W. H:"Ellorker, L. T Gale, A. Smich

and K. P~ @ross, vhee wicket-keeping
' Bh tomvea ol

' That learves only two places.ta flll when
vhese :nine wre avallable, and, considoring
only those who are likely to be ablo to
pl&{ in moat of the matuhes, the claims
of L. H, Crump and Roy Sm{th are ve
strong. Crump has proved his wort
&8 an opoening batsman, and the younger
Smith, now that he is free trom the eftects
of & wrlst :accident :that - hampered him
last year, has few, it any, superiors as
& run-getter in the N.8.- an, and s
a good,.dependable flelder, 'My own view
is that hur Fitton, the football-player
and Westbromwich Dartmouth left-hand
bat, who ia able to play regularly; and
wquld ‘be. the most bri t gvound -flelder
in the team, should be given a chance to
reproduce hh form ol a faw seasons ago,
upedangvu hé has: started-the sehson
well st Westbromwich. And Arthur Ikin
cgn hardly be regarded esa back number,
sigce ho "had by far the: beat average
in'thé N.8. League last season, and has
started 'agaln in_great form. He also
could ‘probably bé a regular player, and
is above the average as a flelder. Whether
Frank ‘Woodhouse 'will “be aveilable, .1
ha(v)?ml)informahtion. i Tyt T

players who cannot spare the. time

for more than @ few matches, J. 8. Heath
s an ineyifable selection as often as he
can f:ey' and the same may be said of
W. s _the S8tone professional,- whilst
A." D. Wilkie, ot Wolverhampton, who
doputised for Croes behind the wicket
on the northern tour last season, is worth
his place as & batsman when there is a
vecancy. . oo
. Then there are the young batsmen
knocking - at " the door. Besides -Roy
Smith, A. B. Hollowood, Gordon Sedg-
wick, and "A, “Ward have already been
tried, and are all worthy of further oppor-
tunity, Bernard ‘Hollowood l?ay now
be  prevented by his scholastic” duties
Iron. - la,ying until August. If Herbert
Bedgwick's- son ‘can .command the time
he might develop into a valuable county
player,. Ward .has not started the sea-
son well at Silverdale, but he is & capable
bat, very strong on the off-side, and he
will cor.e Into his own., Though I cannot
write ‘ from knowledge, not having yet
seen him, glowing accounts have reached
me of the promiee of R. Plant, of Longton,
son of H. J. Plant, a former Longton
captain  who yed - for the county,
It mﬁort,spea true, ‘‘Dick’’ Plant,
who has had public school experience,
nd has also en coached by Aaron
Lookett, will be a regular member of
the county teamin a year or two.
© A hope was expressed at the annual
meeting ‘by Lord Lichfleld that when
Staffordshire  play at Stafford, some
local players will be included in the
team, and. that leads one to scrutinize
Ll;a peuonEp.el- of the Stafford club, .I

ve segn E. 0. Kenworthy, the left-arm,
medium-pace bowler, get® sufficient life
put of an easy wicket to think that a
trial far him would not be out of place,
and if mﬂ information be correct, J. T.
W. Neville is a greatly-improved and
improving batsman, who 'might make
good in county cricket. Of the older
stalwarts I have seen M. H. Cocks and F.
Page bat well, and both have had big
averagea for their.club in the past. Whilst
it is emsential to fleld a strong side, the
committee should be able to include one
or two Btafford players without taking
undue risks.

On the whole I am disposed to take an
optimistic view of the prospects in so far
88 R?ymg strength is concerned, though
perhaps rather too much will depend
wu the maintenance of their ' form

ththe bell of Bydney Barnes and Lockett.
Barnes has already given proof, young
a8 the season .is, ¢ tlme, Raa not aven
yet " tm his extraordinary efective-
ness, if eight wiokets for 22 l&& Lancashire
Lu%ma:matok is»mg:lﬂng 8o by. By
the bye, those who have derived pfeasure
year after year from his wonderfyl criocket,
3 Il heagsily wish success to & considerable

usingss undertaking upon which he and
JMra. Barnes and their sou Leslie have
entered since the be Inning ‘of the year
v have areoted and equipped on lavish,
up-to-date lines, a large  cafe =l
and pleasure resort, on the maiyba 5!
?&Mt;atlock roed, two i Der
by, The new rendes
in February, and 1%55 Volu,ﬁ Wae
from 8§ dney & short g}cued L0 leam
though the sesson bad not oy o 80 that,
U hed had & succassfyl hen commenceg,
insuguration,
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RAIN MARS

MATCH WITH

YORKSHIRE I

—

No Play After
Lunch

HOME COUNTY’S
GOOD START

Staffordshire County Cricket Club,
who opened thelr season against York-
shire II. eleven in the Minor Counties
competition at Park-avenue, Bradford,
to-day, were reviving a flxture which,
though at one time most popular, had
never been fulfilled. since being dropped
before the War. ¥ ’

They were fortunate in having dry, if dull,
weather, and there were prospects of a full
aay's cricket. : *

Staffordshire lacked the services of Heath,
Ellerker, Dykes and Barnes, and in their places
E. Mayer (Stoke L.M. and 8.), 8. Welch (Great
Chell), P. O. Yates (Old Hall), and Taylor,
the Burslem fessional, came into the side,

An interesting feature about the Yorkshire
side was the inclusion of Watmough, the Brad-
ford City football club winger.

A SLOW START

Facing the bowling of 8. Welch and Taylor,
W. E. Harbord and Halsiead, though not in
difficulties, did not find runs easy to collect,
and 22 minutes were occupled in scoring the
first 10. Welch kept an excellent length in
hig first three or four overs, and Harborn,
especially, was unable to get the ball away.
One or two loose balls gave the batsmen more
confidence, and at 16 Welsh was replaced by
8. Crump, who immeliately had both batsmen
puzzled by his spin.

The bowlers were recelving no assistance
from the pitch, but when Locket: superceded
Taylor, Harbord, attempting to hit out, was
deccived by the flight and skied a ball which
fell clear of the fielders between mid-on and
long-on. Lockett’s trap was well set, however,
and with the score at 45, Harbord was caught
by Mayer ruxmln} in from long-on.

Then followed a period ‘of exceptional
inactivity, the batsmen refusing to take the
slightest risk amnsy the steady bowling of
Lockett and Taylor, so that another 35 minutes
saw only eight runs added. The new batsman,
Turner, was at the wicket for 20 minutes before
opening his score with a single, and for 'a
further 15 minutes before his next scoring
stroke, a drive for four from one of the few
bad balls sent down by Lockett,

When 8. Crump replaced Taylor, runs came
somewhat faster, but just before lunch Turner,
playing back to Crump, disturbed his wicket.
The second wicket had added 26 in 50 minutes.

N. Grimshaw had not opened his account
when lunch was taken.

RAIN !

As the players were about to resume aftar
Junch, an unexpected hail storm, followed by
a heavy shower of rain, put play out of the
question for an hour or two, at all cvents.

There was & distinct possibility of there
belng no further play to-day, though at three
oclock a strong gun Indicated a possibility of
thﬁa r‘)ltch recoveﬂ’xnxg.

n was 8 falling at 3.80,
fugh‘er plny“stl edm?}l‘ doubtful, Tmaking
ain continu termittently and
after four o'clock, following amy lnxpoctal‘(‘mmg
the wickef, play was abandened for the day.
Yorkshire

Halstead not out ...

W E Harhord ¢ Maye Loc

Turner hit wkt b 8 Crump

N Grimshaw not ont .

Extras

= Total (f P
o further play todagr™ (o7 % Whts) ... n
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“Staffordshire v. Yorkshire I1.

‘¢ -By "THE CRITIO"

There” wan little Improvement in -the
weather when NBtaffordshive opened the
season at Mredford on Wednesday, for
though the morning waa fine rain - was
always threatening, end a hailstorm'during
thu’fum'h intervel was followed by fre-
quent showers, and no further play: was
possthle, Tho two. houyra: all but'” five
minytes during which pla?’ Jvoogeded pro-
duced unly 72" tuun fron the: home . hate-
auen for the losd of Lwo wickets, 5 777 .
. Excellent captain though If. W, Homer
has ' -proved . himself, ke’ has  been . sadly
laoking- In the finst duty of:a captains—
vizi fo .win the toss when: it mattem.
Qenerally epeaking, -when the chojca ‘of
innings appears to be -an’ important, snd,
&8 it often is in hroken weathor; a. vital
factor, his luck bas been out, and so It
proved ‘on {his oceagion. . Yorks. had the
advantage of batting on a slow wicket,
which “pleased easily for more than an
hour and a-half, and just when it seemed
likely to becomns difiicult the rain (snd
hail) came to deench it afresh. The
prospest, therefor., was that, given a fine
doy on Thursdgy, Yorks. batsmen would
have a further spell Lefore the pitch got
quick enough to help the bowlers at all,
and would be ahle to put Staffordshire
in or a quickening and also a broken
wicket, However, everylhing depeaded,
of course, on Thursdey's weather—s very
doubtful quantity to judge by appear-
ances.

Barnes was unable {o rlay for Stafford-
shie, but with the inclusion.of Taylor
and Stanley Welch the bawling was mot
by any means weak. When IMalstead and
W, E. Harbord opened the Yorks. innings
these two were the fimt pair of bowlers.
Halntead i3 a ** youngster” of 16, whe
romises 1o make unother great Yorkshire
Lalsmml. He has a corvect style' end /n
excellent defence, and has the reputatjon
of being & free scorer, though he was kept
perpetually on the defence by consistently
%ood, steady bowling on this occasion.
{e hit up a century in the team's previg
match. He appears to relish a pull, an
has & quick eye for anything at all ghort,
but the Staffordshire ‘bowlers gave him
few opportwiitics for exploiting this
stroke, and in trying it with a ball from
Welch, which got oft the piteh quicker
than he anticipated, he was fortunafe to
escape being caught and howled. The
|retum was just wide of the bowler, who
was unable tu reach it. Hoth bowlers also
| Bot good balls past him, as they did with
|the amateur, without hitting the wicket,
and Halstead edged one of Taylor's,
which was only just out of the reach of
Btanley Crump at firet slip.’ The  last
named relieved Welch at 18, and at 83
‘Tavlor change ' over and Lockett bowled.
Halstead appea.cd fortunate to survive an i
appeal by nglor for Ibw, for the ball was |

1

well up to him, and be seemed to be |
covering all the stumps, but . Lockett
eflected a separation at 435, when Harbord
fell to a nicely-judged catcu nearby the
long-on * boundary, “after escaping from
one or two loft 'r;uts whigh did not go to
harnd. With Turper, a ft-hander, In,
Y resumed in place of Taylor, and
both he and Lockelt caused the batsmen
conaiderable trouble aa the wicket ‘began:
to quicken. At 71 Turner hit his wicket
in Y ying back to a good ball from Crump,
which completely beat him, and lynch
arrived WIL{\ only a no-ball added to the
Bcore. :
1t was ohviously Yorkshire’s policy to
8core 88 meny vuns &8 posgible while the
wicket remained slow and easy, and the
fect that only 72 were scored in an hour
and 55 minutes was @ testimony to the
accuracy of the bowling.

As matters turned out, the loss of Lthe
toes did not matter, so the captain was
rehabilitated. Bad weather continued on
Thursday, and no more pley was possible,
the match being abandoned shopt ly after
lunch,

Heores and whalysly 1=

Yorksune 1L

Halstead not ovi.,........ cees 84

W. E. Harbord o Mayer b Lackett 22

Turner hit wkt b 8, Crump..,.., 10

N. Grimshaw not qut,.,..,.., o

ExUrad ooq v 54 onmei 0y [{]

Tatal (for 2 wkts).,.... ' 72
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Y ORKSHIBE 11.—First ‘nnings,
0. M. R w,

Taylor....,.....,10 0 B ...28 4
8. Welen...,.00004 107 TTh fig
Crump......, .., Pl @ o0 15 1
Lockett .ol 117 0003 00 )
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LANCASHIRE

RALLY AFTER

POOR START

Bowling Successes
For Lockett
And Barnes

——

LATCHFORD HITS
OUT

There were prospects of considerably
more cricket in Staffordshire’s Minor
Countles fixture with Lancashire II. at
Werneth to-day than there was in last
week’s match with Yorkshire II.

The game opencd in fine and almost bright
weather, and md}icsllons were that there would

ull day's play.
bc}fmglng lozt the toss, Staffordshire were un-
fortunate in having to take the field on a
batsman's wicket.

StafTordshire had four changes from the side
which turned out against Yorkshire IL,
mainly owing to the inability of players to
take part. The prescnce of DBarnes was the
subject of many cxpressions of satisfaction
among the crowd. Ellerker, who had been
sclected, was unable to play and G. A. Fitton
came in to take his place, the other members
of the side who did not play at Bradford being
W. E. Bourne, the Trentham captaln, and R.
smith, of Great Chell.

In a strong Lancashire side were Horrocks
and Bennett, Lancashire's two Australians.
Bennett, selected for the first eleven's opening
match, was unable to play owing to influenza,
and the Staffordshire match seces his debut as
a member of either of the county's sides.

THE TEAMS

The teams were:—

LANCASHIRE II.—P. Higson (captain), F.
D. Beattie, H. R. W. Butterworth, Farrimond,
Taylor, Hawkwood, Horrocks, Wilson, Bennett,
Latchford, and Bowers.

STAFFORDSHIRE.—H. W, Homer (Old
Hall), captain, E. P, Croft (Moseley), G. A.
Fitton (West Bromwich Dartmouth), A. Smith
(Great Chell), R. Smith (Great Chell), E.
Mayer (Stoke L.M. and 8.), 8., Welch (Great
Chell), W. E. Bourne (Trentham), 8. Crump
(Porthill, Barnes (Rawtenstall), and Lockett
(Oldham).

AN AUSPICIOUS START

Staffordshire, thanks to Barnes, made an
auspicious start. When Lancashire: opened
their innings with Taylor, the former mem-
ber of the first cleven, and Hawkwood, who
scored 8 century against Cheshire last week,
Taylor was far from comfortable against
Barnes, and before he had opened his account,
the veteran, in his fourth over, caught him
in two minds and bowled him with the total

.at_six.

awkwood was much more confldent, but
ncﬁher he nor his new partner, Beattie. took
liberties with the bowling, and the first 48
minutes produced only 20 runs.

Lockett shared the attack with Barnes, and
each had two maidens in his first slx overs.
The rate of scoring remained much the same
when Crump displaced Lockett, but Barnes
now had Hawkwood puzzled, the batsmen
twice in successive deliveries playing forward
and being beaten by the ball, to survive
appeals for stumping. He showed his appre-
ciation of these ]escdn‘gr:sr by driving the next

ery for a splen our,
dogga?{le had showed signs of giving the
howlers considerable trouble, but at 368 he
played forward to another spinner from Barnes
and was caught behind the wicket.

BOWLERS ON TOP

‘lers were now definitely on {op, and
Hﬂgcl?:“was 50 kent on the defensive that
19 minutes brought him two runs before he was
well caught close in by A. 8mith, fielding at
short lcg, off the bowling of Lockett. One
yun later, Hawkwood went, also  caught
by A. Smith off Lockett. He opened his
sgouldcrs to o ball well away from hig off
but pulled his stroke at the last

atump,
and appeared to strike his {cot, 8Bmith
Eﬁﬂ?;n easy lz::\tch, His 28 had taken almost

ur and a half to contribute.
anv&;?lfcn Farrimond was dismissed with
another fen runs added the game could be
sald to be In gtaffordshire’s favour. Farrimond
had treated the bowling of Barnes with great

.'. =

respect, and a straignt bat for several minutes,
but when the batsmen tried to run two for
what was only a good single, Mayer made a
smart return for Cross to run out the
Lancashire wicket-keeper. Bowers then batted
confidently until lunch and reached' double
figures in quicker time than any of his
predecessors.

IDEAL CONDITIONS

Bright sunshine - improved the alread
pleasant weather during the lunch interval,
and play was resumed in ideal conditions.

Barnes, who had bowled throughout the two
hours before lunch, sending down 20 overs, re-
tained charge of the attack at the pavillon
end. Bowers continued to please the crowd, to
whom he was well-known by reason of his con-
nection with the Werneth club some years ago,
by attractive cricket, his quickness on his feet
enabling him to turn both bowlcrs well to leg.

Lockett, who is onc of the bzcst-liked pro-
fessionals in the Central Lancashire League,
also held an intcrest to the spectators, and he
was heartily applauded when a ball tempted
Higson from his creas2 and then turned for the
Lancashire captain to be stumped.

The regular fall of wickets continued, Barnes
five runs later d'smissing Bowers with a ball
that went away frem him to catch his off
stump.

LATCHFORD HITS OUT

The by no means strong position of his
slde brouzht out Lotchford's well-known
hitting tendency, and, on the easy wicket
runs now came faster than at any period of
the game. Latchford soon sent up the
hundred, and in his first 26 runs he had a six
—an cn-drive off Lockett—and only one single.

Bennett was do!ng his best to follow Latch-
ford's example, but at 104 Welch, who, with
Cross had teken over the bo~ling, clean bowed
him. Latchford was still vadaunted, and he
and his new partner, Butterworth, put on
runs steadlly.

Lancashire I1.
Taylor b Barnes .0
Hawkwood ¢ A Smith b Lockett Mo

F D Beattle ¢ Cross b Barnes ..
Horrocks ¢ A Smith b Lockett
Bowers b Darnes
Farrimond run out
P Higson st Cross b
Latehford not out
Bennett b Welch
Dutierworth not out
Lxtras

T
BTAFFORD-

. Total (for 8 wkts)
Later.—LANCASHIRE 137 all out,

8HIRE 5 for 1

SET TO SCORE
153 RUNS
TO WIN

Six Wickets Fall
For Sixty

—_—

BARNES' CLEVER
BOWLING

Following a day of rather fluctuating
fortunes yesterday, Staflfordshire were
faced with a stiff task when they again
took the fleld at Werneth to-day,
Lancashire II. opening their second
venture with an advantage of 54 runs on
the first innings.

Staffordshire had failed to follow up the
advantage gained for them by their bowlers
early in the day, and after Lancashire's total
had rzached a much higher figure than had at
one time seemed likely, the Staffordshire bats-
men were outplayed on s wicket which, for
the first time during the day. became full of
tricks through the influence of the sun.

Staffordshire seemed likely to chzllenge the
home total when 40 runs were on the board
for the loss of two wickets, but the parting of
Mayer and Crump saw the beginning of the
end, wickets falling with monotonous regularity,

On an ideal wicket for his bowling, Butter-
worth always had the batsmen puzzled, and
his bowling was worthy of his splendid return
of slx wickets for 29 runs. )

EARLY SUCCESSES

Lancashire resumed in brilliant weather this
morning, and Hawkwood and Taylor scored
{reely in the opening overs, but before 20 went
up Hawkwood was woefully late in playing back
to Barnes and was bowled.

Two further successes followed within a few
minutes  Taylor, generally so stylish, was
guilty of a bad shot in trying to hit to leg a
ball going away from him. and had his stump

8

aisturbed, and a beautiful left-handed catch by
Lockett four runs later, with the score at 25 for
three, dismissed Horrocks,

Beattie and Bowers proceeded cautlouslv to
carry the score to 42, when another dramatic
double success fell to Blaflordshire, and made
the game assume a more open aspect. Barnes,,
whose bowling frequently had the batsmen in
difficulties, introduced a fast one which upset
Bowers' stumps and with his next ball he
captured another good wicket, having Latch-
ford, the top scorer in yesterday's play, Low

Farrimond, who followed, had an’ escape
before he had scored, cocking up a ball which
{‘cll jgscd %’Acor:uot V&;ell(ch, and Barnes might

ave ha attie’s wicket had t
P e he slip fielders

SLOW SCORING

The batsmen had now gone we!
shell, and the return of Wclgch and géclxl‘xgtt)réggg
tion of Crump saw the rate of scorins become
even slower. These bowlng changes were
eflective, for at 71 Beattle was Lb.w., and, after
e period of exceptional inactivity Farrimond's
patient innings was ended by his being wel]
caught low down in slips by Bourne off Crum
Hl?i 15 tﬁdgcupl;&]d 68 minutes. b
ennctt, ncashire’s new Australl
was having his first real trial, suggestc%nt'hn?gg
was going to force the pace, but he had added
only a single when he was stumped in playing
forward to Barnes, who had replaced Welch
‘With the total at 86, lunch was taken, :
After lunch, Barnes, who before the interval
had bowled elght maidens in nine consecutive
overs, scemed to be flighting the ball better
than ever, and he clean bowled Higson, who
nad batted an hour for 12, and then got Butter-
o encashire had battod fhow
ncashire three hours
8, a ttotal 11:vmch leﬂi llit%ﬂorgshlre torqgrett l'|1c5l§
runs to win on & wicket whi v
S iuding th S
cluding the extra half-hour s
had about 3] hours in which to tggc%l;gﬁlﬁ
their task. Lockett and Fitton
promisingly, but at eight, the professional was
adjudged Ibw. Mayer, who tooE his place, soon
scttled down to stylish cricket, but keen fioid
ing prevented anything in the nature of rapi&

scoring.

. Lancashire
Taylor b Barnes n
Hawkwood ¢ A Bmith b Lockett
F D Beattle ¢ Crora b Darncs
Horrocks ¢ A Rmith b Lockett .
Bowers b Barnmes ...
Farrimond run out ..
P Higson st Cross b Lockett
Latchford st Croas b Welch .
Rennett b Welch o
R H W Butterworth n
Wilson ¢ 8mith b Lockett

. Extras ...........

Total ..........

Second Innin
Taylor b Welch . ... e
Hawkwood b Darnes

F D Beattle Ibw b Welch
Horrocks ¢ Lockett b Welch
Bowers b Barnes ...
Latchford Ibw b Barnes
Farrimond ¢ Bourne b (rump
P Higron b Barnes

R H W Butterworth lhw b
Wlison not out
Extras

Total ...

Stafford
Lockett b Wilson ... shire
G A Fitton ¢ Farrimon

Latehford
E Maver st Farrimond b Butterw .
8 Crump Ibw b Higron .. rvorth
H W Hlomer not out ...
Barnes ¢ Farrimond b Butterworth
A Smith b Higson ... .
W F Bourne b Dutterworth
R 8mith ¢ Bowers b Dutterworth
E P Cross h Butterworth ..
§ Welch ibw b Butterworth
. Extras ...........

. 8e~cond 1
Lockelt Thw b Wilson '.IAnlnn
G A Fitton b Butterwort
E Mayer b Butterworth .,
B Crump not out ... ..
I W Homer b DBult- worth
Barnes not out

Extrag ...

oo

Total
Later.—8STAFFORDSHI REA. %urf:r'z.h)
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“ CRICKET

_ Staffs. v. Lancs, I
THE LUCK OF THE T0SS
‘ A Tremendous Handicap

‘¥, . By "THE CRITIC"

I have no suitable words to describa
the {1l-luck which has clung to Stafford-
shire for years in the mattcr of the toss,
Every tinie the conditions age such that
wie’ winndng of tho tows is practically
equlvalent to wiuning the xm.uch.‘um
apin of the coin Las gone against &u{-
fordehire, 1 cannot recall an exception
in recent years. The sumne thing hap-
pened at Werneth on Wednesday, when
Peter Higson won the toss for Lancs.
11. and batted on a wicket on which their
total of 137 was a poor one, whilst Staf-
fordshire had to bat on it when their
score of 83 was not at all a bad one. To
put it another way, I have great condi-
dence in saying that if Staffordshire had
batted first they woull have made a
good many more runs thin Lanes. 11,
did; whilst if Lancs, 11. had batled on
the ‘'wicket as it was when Staffordshire
were in, the strong “probability is that
agadust the Btaffordshire bowling they
-would never have seen 50. Asls I _hqve

psted, it was an occasion when win-
:ﬂuﬁg‘ the t'.r'u meant winning the match,
.given reasonably equal sides,

There had been 0 much rain that the
ground wus very wet, The owfi- 4 1n
places was atmost slushy. The wicket
was go soft that ot played essily—dead
easy 18 the most  fitting  description.
Laneachire batsmen ouglht to have Leen
gble to put on runs at a good pace on ity
But, Barnes and Lockett bowled so well
thai 'the home men were completeiy
peaged. down, and took two hours and
'50 minutes to score 100 and over 3} hours
to wake their total of 137. For the first
two or .three hours the bowlers could
'get no help whatever from the pitch.
On the contrary, their spin operated so
glowly that it could be easily watched.

The effect of the warm sunshine and
stif breeze was that later, when Staf
fordshire were batting, the ball nipped
off the pitch with an acceleration of
pace that made the quite slow leg-break
bowling of the Cambridge Blue, B, H.
MW, Butterwortl, teally difficult. 1
should dearly have liked to fece Bar:.es
and Lockett bowling on the pitch as ot
was between 430 and 630. In my
opmmion it would have bern odds against
any first-class county making 137 against
them. The advantage of batting first
was immense, and Staffordshire did well
to be nu mare than 5% runs behind when
their first innings closed at 6-25 on Wed-
nescay evening. But even that appeared
to be & winning lead, as the chance of
picking up any of the arrears in thet
fourth innings looked altiost hopeless,
Even in the absence of any rain in the
night the dew would be fure to make
the wicket play easier again for a time
the next morning.

Barnes bowled 26 overs hefore Le was
rested, and considering that the foot-
hold was heavy and he was struggling
all the time to get some life out of a
dead pitch, it w3 a remarkable piece
of bowling. Lockett also had long spells
sad bowled well, whilst Stanley Crump
deserved a wicket or two in his first
spall. but lost his founr when _slled up
a gecond time. Stanley Welch got good
figures ond thoroughly deserved them,
for he was accurate and his pace wap
deceptive. The fielding of the team was
pxegllet, There was more dash in re-
covaring and returning the Lall than [
hayg ggen for sonie time, gnd man: funs
weré gaved, whilst a fine bit of felding
by BMayer secured Farrjmondls wickel
in attefpting 'a second stin.  Filton,
Mayer, and the brothers Smith are ep-
titl to a, speectal word of praise fir
theip o' »-work, and Arthur Smith took
thien ¢ ches at shortleg, two of which
were froan hard hils, and one of th:m,
which dismissed the Australian, Hor
racks, a8 neat a cateh as ope need wosh
to see. Cross also kept a brilliant w.tey,

hig stopping on the leg side being equal
to that for which Farrimond las made
fame.” In slumping Lalchford le took
a fast ball outside the Dbatsman's le@s
and -brought off a perfectly dazzling Lijt
of work. I have not secn a piece of
stumping to equal it for yeare,

When Stafordshire went in Fitton was
unlucky to be a vier.n of Farrimond's
leg-side. magic, for he wus caught from
a glide that wou!d have been a pretty
boundary shot with any but a very select
few -wicket-keepers behind him. Lockett
started well, but got a quick one that
whipped back from the cff to bow!l the
top of the olf-stump, and then Mayer
and Crump took the score to 57. Mayer
played the right game admirably, seeing
that the wicket was getting momentarily
‘more difdcult, and there were five capital
.boundary hits ix his 26. But the tea inter.
vl was fatal to him. for he juped in to
the ,slow Lowler without getling to the
pitch of the ball and was easily stumpad.
4 ehooter had Crump lb.w, just befors
Aea,: After the resumiption it wis more
or less & procession, and only Jlomer's
dour defence was equal to withs.andirg
Butterworth's leg-breaks. The captain
batted an hour without being .caten.

Events happened almost exactly in
accordanca with one's anticipation on
Thursday. There was a heavy dew and
the Staffordshire DLowlers again found
the pitch too slow to Le difficult. It was
gradually quickening, and aftes Lanoca-
shire had been dismisse' in 2 hours and
%0 minuies Staffordshire had once mors
to bat on it when it had been baked by
the sun. Going in just before threg
o'clock, the wisiting team  had o
struggling time against the leg-breaks
of Butterworth, who, with the gowl for-
tune of bowling Dboth davs when the
wicket was ot its worst, secured tho ro-
markable analysis of 13 wickets for 57
rups in the match. During the treacher.
ous weather that las prevailed this
season he has had a  striking run of
success, and it would not be surprising
it the County Palatine decided to test
him in the first XI. Ilis length was
good and he got a lot of spin on tho
ball, though with a very palpable action,
and the drying pitell ‘did the rest for
him.

Barnes bowled exceedingly well Jur-
ing the morning, and his secong innings
record was a very fine one, * Ret to Fet
153 to win, Staffordzhire fiad 50 on the
board with only three wickets down.
But Mayer was out, unfortunalely, when
batting with great skill, and with Crump
being stumped and Homer vorked after
hitting Butterworth for three fine fuurs,
8 eollapse ensued. The later plavers.
of course, Lad the worst of the con-
ditions, but the batting was somewi
lacking in resource. It should be o
plained that Mayer ‘urned to hit & jooae
ball to leg, but failed to time it. It it
‘hia thigh  well wide of the wicket,
dropped just behind him and -olled inu)
the wicket, just removing the lag buil.

In losing by 7 runs StaHordshiro
merely suffered a reverse that was the
almost inevitable consequence of losing
the toss.

LANGASHIRE 11.—1st Inng,
| Taylor b Barnes .............. ... 0

Hawkwood o A, 8mith b Lo .gett ... 23
" 1. D. Beattie ¢ Cross b Birney ...

“ Horrocks ¢ A, Smith L Lo kelt .

Bowers b Barnes ) e
. Farfimond rup out ...

P, Higson st Cross b Lock
 Latehford b Welehy ... .
[ Benuett b Weleh ...,

R. ‘M. Butterworth not out ..
_Wildon ¢’A, 8mith b Locket
Cins] oLl Exttas ..

Total ...,

J RS e Jand ans,
. Taylar b Welch ...
Hawkwood b Barneg
F." D, Beattie Ibw b Welch
Horrocks ¢ Lockett . Weleh
Bowers b Barneg ...
Farrimond ¢ Bourne b Crump
P. Higson b Burnes ...
Latehford 1bw b Borneg .
Benuett st Cross b Barney ...
R. 1I, Butterworth 1bw b Barnes
Wilson not out,

et

Extrag ... 15

Tota] ... %

" STAFFORDSHIRE.—1st Inng,
Lackett .b Wilson .....cccpvverennnnnn,
G, A, Fitton ¢ Farrimond b. Latch-
-, ford

-0
E. Mayer s¢ Farrimond b Butter- " -

S50 41 | R R
S. Crump lbw b Higson
H, W, Homer not out ... .
Barnes ¢ Farrimond b Butterworth 1

A. Sinith b Higson ................ ve 1@
W. E, Bourne b Butterworth ......... 8.
Roy 8mith ¢ Bowers b, Butterworth ¢
E. P, Cross b Butterworth ... we- 0
8. Welch lbw b Butterworth . 0.
i - ' Extras 2

, Total wviiveven o &’a—
7 and Inns, '
Lockett 1bw b' Wilson ............. R
G. A, Fitton b Butterwaorth . . 8
E, Mayer b Butterworth ...... 13

8. Crump st Farrimond b Butter-
worth
IT. W. Homer L Butterworth .
Barnes lbw b Higson ..., 13
W. E, Bourne ¢ and b Butterworth &

Roy Smith b Higson ...
E, 'P. Cross c Bennety b Butter-
WOrth e e %

S. Welch not out

©. - BOWLING ANALYSIS
Lancashire II,—1st Inns, ‘end Inns.
- O'M.R W, O M R.W,
Burnes - ..., 28 B 44 3 RRALOZL §
Lockett © .., 254743 &4 13 417 O
Crump ... 13 331-0°:-7. ¢ 3 1
Weleh - .7 2 8 8+ 14 13 3
Staordshire.~1st Inns, 2nd Inng,
.Latehford ... 10 2827 1 13 390 -
< Wilson” ... 7 216571 ¢ - 3
:Buttérworth., 17.36'29° 8 ' " 14.4 5 28
+Higson' 00,7167 710 87 "9 - ¢
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CONFIDENT
~ BATTING = -
BY STAFFS.

Crump and Barnes

~ in Good Stand

CHESHIRE ‘ATTACK
STERED:.

There was a delightful change in the
fortunes .of  the Staffordshire . county
cricket team, when they resumed thelr
Minor . Countles i programme against
Cheshire to-day at Oxton. For about the
first time for two scasons, the weather
wags really ideal for cricket, and Stafford-
shira were further favourcd when they
won the toss and were able to bat first
on a wicket that szemcd full of runs.

Cheshire had again’ made changes in their
side, & newcomer to this grade of cricket ngi'xl;g
G. P, Hodson, of the Oxton Club, % e
Staffcrdshire team was as sclected, excopt tlnv.
R. Lawton, the ‘West Bromwich fast bowler,
was unable to take part and in his place H.
J. Chadw!ck, of Porthill, was given a trial
Chadwick, like R. H, Plant, the young Loqgton
batsman was.making his debut for the county.

iy CONFIDENT START}; - ;

or¢shire - opened’ with L.- H, Crump
(Bsutr‘:rlxem) and L. E. Gale (Dudley). At the
start, they had to contend with accurate bowl-
ing and smart fielding, and although Davies,
who shared the attack with Wilson, contrived
to make the gall rgj qttlxlckly at times, the

opened ccn Yy, .

bnénrsglp‘gas especlnllgpsound with his leg
strokes, and he obtalned the first boundary
with a lovely ground shot. Qale foliowed his
example by a glorious drive off Wilscn, also
for four, Later, Crump showed his versatility
with a clever gquare cut fﬂ thlson, nqd 30 was

led in as many minuies. .
"'Sﬂe did not score quite.so quickly as Crump
put he batted confidently’ and stylishly, an
when J. K. Edmundson went on for Davics he
got two 'boundarles off the new bowler—the
first a perfectly ‘timed leg stroke and. the
sscond a powerful drive to the off,
“At 43, Wilson was also rested in favour of
J. Lewls, who forced both batsmen to watch
him closely, nejther batsman being any too
comfortable, When 28, Crump edged a ball
from Lewis into the sllg:, where Wiison falled
to hold a fast moving ball, which went to his
left hand. v >

PARTNERSHIP BROKEN

"1t was Davies who broke the partnership,
however, for coming back in place of Edmund-
son at 57, he bowled Gale in his first over.
Gale hed scored 23, including four 4's, and the
partnership had . realised 58 runs in 170

nutes. .
m]Bames. who followed, seitled down at once,
and showed that Lewis could be hit when he
drove him straight for the first boundary. off
this bowler. - 1

At 178, a doukle bowling chenge was made,
Jones going cn for Wilson, 2= Lewis returning
to the opposite end from which ho had.pre-
viously bowlcd. In his second over Jones made
a confident, but futile appeal for lbw aga-nst
Barnes. Apart from this, there never secmed
the slightest.chance of their parting the bats-
men, and the Cheshire attack and fielders were
to be complimented on. keeping such a brake
on the scoring that in 40 minutes following
the dimiesal of QGale, only 24 runs were scored.
At lunch, the pailr were still together, the
s~ore at this stage, after two hours’ play, being

; CENTURY ' REACHED

Resuming thelir Innings agalnst the bowling
of Wilson and Davits, Crump and Barnes sent
the ecore safely passed the century, a late cut by
Barnes, his fourth boundary of the innings.
sending three figures up. :

Barnes was scoring faster than the Burslem
player who, however, reached h's individual
50 with - the total at 108, Crump ‘ had
played 8 careful innings, which had had a big
part In Btaffordshire's'strong position at this
stage. 8o far .he had-hit four 4's, and had
patted 3 hours and 28 minutes, ;

A change of bowling which  brought’ back
Jones and Rodgers had no effect on the game
except to allow the batsmen to acceleraet thelr
rate of scoring. Crump.took six runs in ofe
over from Jones, arfd ahother couple of fours
put Barnes w:zll on epq way zg_qms half century.

Kl

v vV

"I'Ne BECONA WICKc, 1ad.Buaca BU when the
partnership should have been broken. Crump
had taken his score to 66 when he knocked the
ball utral%gt into the hands of Davies at mid-
on. The ball was travelling quickly, but Davies
should have held the catch. As it happened,
the mistake was not costly, for in Rodgers' next
over, Crump played outside the ball which
nipped off the turf and took his left stump.

The score at this point was 193, Crump hav-
ing batted three hours but for five minutes, for
68 runs., Hi3 best strokes were 6 4's,

‘fwo .runs later Barnes too, was dismissed,
though he -appeared dissatisfied . with -the
umpire’s decision of being stumped., He had
scered 43 almost solely from strokes on the leg'
ride. His total included four 4's. This left H.
W. Homer and E. Mayer together, the bowlers
at this period being Edmundson and Rodgers.,

.o~ MAYER’S DISMISSAL :: . .~/

Mayer did not last long. a ball from Edmund-
son dismissing him at 147, three wickets hav-.
ing fallen in ten minutes for the addition of
eight’runs,. . Thus R, H. Plant, who followed,,
had to make his debut An rather trying con-
ditions, but he opencd his account confidently.
He later turned Davcs.over the'head of point
for a boundary, butl, after scoring scven, was
cl‘eqlréabowled by Wilson, - The fifth wicket fell
a o 4 .o, s . ! . -

Although strongly placed, Btaffordshire had
nct been " scoring - quickly enough to win the
match outright unless;Cheshire unexpectedly
failed.” Thirteen" in'one over oft Davies sug-
gestad- that Homer and Ellerker were alive to
their need. Homer, however, went at 180, the
victim of an lbw ‘decision
- . ,«Staffordshire '
‘T H ("rnmp b Rodgers .
L F Gals h Davien .

.]]umel st Worthington b

Edmundion
I W Homer lbw b Wilson .,
F Mayer b Fd dson’

"R H_Plant.b Wilson 7
W H Fllerker not out 7
- Lockett not ont . ....,. 7
. . Extras 0/
= uuulo_’ .Av‘

ADVANTAGE
OF
110 RUNS

—

Barnes Takes Five
Wickets

JONES’ EFFORT

Staffordshire gained a first innings
Jead of 110 runs over Cheshire in
the Minor Counties fixture at Oxton
this afternoon.

In reply to Staffordshire’s first
innings score of 309, Cheshire could
knock up only 199, and the follow-
on was eaforced.

PROLIFIC STAND

Jones and McIntyre Defy
Bowlers

Staffordshire resumed their match
with Cheshire at Oxton to-day in a very
strong position, for Cheshire, with only
six wickets.standing, still required over
160 runs to avoid the follow-on.

In yesterday's play, Staffordshire were always
buliding up an enviable position, but it was
only after tea that they forced home their
advantage. In four hours before tea yester-
day, only 200 runs were scored, but in the last
24 hours the sccre was increased by over
another 100 runs, and there was still time for
Cheshire to have nearly an hour's batting.

In this period the home county lost four
wickets for 42 runs.

A CAPTAIN'S PART

There was a big change in the weather this
morning, but, although dull, there was little
prospect of rain, and Cheshire resumed their
thun fight on a wicket which was stlll full
of runs.

At the start, L. N. Jones and Jefferson scored
quickly against Chadwick and Barnes, but at
89 Jefferson ‘'was well beaten and bowled by
Chadwick, who was bowling really fast. Before
this wicket fell, Jones had had o narrow escape
from being run out, and as soon as Wilson

10

oined him, he survived a confident appeal by
?Bam{ és r%r Tbw.

After these escapes, Jones played a ca; ]

art, ncorlng well off Bame!;. { drive Tgén:

te cut both reaching the boundary. He was
chiefly responsible for a sixth wicket partner-
ship of 24 runs befcre Wilson was bowled by
Ellerker, who had superseded Chadwick.

At 98, Ellerker, in stopping a fierce return by
Jones, was struck on the torearmm and had to
retire, Lockett bowling in his place, and a
Cheshire player flelding as gubstitute. Joneg
1%?:1;3%00(1 partner in Mclgtyre. and quickly
addin runs, once more brough
to an Interesting position. Rh% Hin gene

JONES’ FIFTY - °, -

Jones reached his individual 50 afte
two hours with the score ‘at 125, axﬁbfcf“f"é
E,‘S four boundaries and two 3's as his chief
The stand which the palr ‘w
caused another change in the eg‘:wumn;kmsg
Crump being called upon for the first time" -

Staffordshire's hopes of forcing a follow-on
gradually faded as Jones and McIntyre dealt
.with all the bowling with ease and confidence.
Both batsmen were ing at a steady rate.
and it was not long after reaching his half.
century that Jones made himselt Sxe highest
scorer of the match, and a few minutes later
when they had taken the score past 170, they
had achieved the highest partnership af gh{
game, their association starting at 93.

With the last ball before lunch, however
Jones -was clean bowled by Barnes for 78, in.
sl e 13, e ial v o s
wi wicke e hir ‘
runs to'avert the fouow—;m‘. u © nCCdEd',“

There was some careful cricket
sumption, ' and the slight pmgrg.f’, “;fm?'h
Edmundson and McIntyre made was nullifieq
‘;,(h?x‘f .Bar;‘\ez ’ll)owlid ltgem;atter ‘at 193

cIntyre ha. ve 4's ; 48, - ¢
g ——

wis, who » McIntyre's
spooned the second delivery Into Moye's 1ourl
at mid-off. - It was Edmundson who was first
to go. however, Lockett bowling him at 199
and without addition : Lewls . was brilliantly
caught at mid-off by Mayef off Barnes. ¥

Barnes had a record of five wickets for 10
runs each, but Chadwick conceded cuite g lot

this morning and three wickets cost

Having forced a follow-on; Staffordshire 1
practl three and a quarter hourn—-ufcm:id
ing the extra hall-hour—to try and win the

mwh outright. e b
.- Worthin and ' Hodson .. d X
wickets be?ore Barnes clean b&éﬁ%”%ﬁmﬁ‘é’ x
ton, who had scored aix of the seven ross"
1t was, too, long adds against a declsion bein
reached, as Hodgeon and Rogers showed, n
though ‘the later was bowled by Lockett afye:
s bt Sl e ey i
; oun
B e A ed slowly towards

Staffordshire '
L H Crump b Rodgers re
L E Gale b Davies . .,
Barnes st Worthington.
H W Homer lbw b Wilson
¥, Mayer b Ed q
R H Plant b Wilson ...,
W H Ellerker b Wilio !
Lockett not out : N

' L, eshire
D Worthington: b Chadwick ...

J

S} B Hobson lbw b Barnes .. N ”1,
J . . 1‘1) ;0
T Chadwiel 8

L N Jones b Barnes »
Wilson b Ellerker n

J A MclIntyre b Barnes 2

J K Edmundson b. Lockett 8
J Lewis ¢ Mayer b.Barnes 1

.. Davies not out 1

Extras " - 0

\ . 10

‘ U Total w199

Second Innings
J:D Worthiugton b Barpe
G B Hodson not out .. .
J H Rédgers b Locket
J Smith not out .
. Extras

Sl atSo¥a

Total (for 2 wht) *




“CRICKET
 Staffs. v. Cheshire -
GOOD DAY'S WORK AT OXTON

By “THE CRITIC"

The Staffordshire Captain had a stroke
of good fortune at Oxton on Wednesday,
to set against a lot of the other sort, when
he won the toss and secured first innings
for the visiting county. Bvg it did not
appear from the conditiong prevailing
at the outset to be a vital matter, as
in o number of inatches in which the
choice of innings hag been lost, That
would depend upon whethér ‘thie fine
weather held over Thursday.and, if so,
on whether the hard wicket would stand
two days’ play without  breaking, It
was an advantage; the extent of ihe
advantage cou}d only be revealed as the
game proceeded, Tt was a distinet
advautage to be able to bat all-day, and,
put the home side in for the last 50
minutes, which is always a trying and
hazardoug task after o day in the fleld.
Ag a matter, of fact StaHordshirg ¢ould
not have arranged matters betters, They
made a-capital start, and had 139 runs
on the«board when the second wicket
fell, but with seven down for 188 one felt
that they had not- got enough rune. Then
u timely stand by Lockett and & Crump
nﬂeotetf' just what . was tequired; the
thirl hundred was past, and the innings
closed just at the right time to give an
anxious . last-  hour, ‘which ' ‘proved
disastrous to themn: s w o, e e

Gule, who hag scored 244 runs for onco
cut on the two last Sntuh\nys.ior Dud-
ley, and Len Crump gave the side a use.
ful start againsg the bowling of Wilson
nand Davjes, and scored 65 beforo the
Birmirgham Lengue : player had Lo
specially gd0d one from Davies, whicli
turned. {ram leg, nearly the width of the
wicket o hit the off-stump. Wilson is a
steady . and - rather subtle bowler, wlo
keeps au immaculate lengih, -can bowl
an in-swinger, turn the ball appreciably
from leg, and cleverly veil the one that
cuts straight through. Davies hag not,
I think, played against Staffordshire,
though he s something of o veteran,.and:
bowls a {ast-medium ball with a nice
action, sometimes making them swing
awny, Against this attack Statfordshire's
opening - pair - “wenre rtiher subdued,
tHough _both occasionally-.got a particu-
larly good stroke. After the departure
of Gale, Crump and Burnes remained
till lunech, and continued their partner
ship afterwards until 84 had been added
in an hour and 35 minutes. Barnes was
an easy master of the bowling (which
was_changed & number of times) until
he left hig ground in trying to glide a
wide leg ball and was. very smartly
stumped. Crump had left two runs
carlier, playing outside a ball that swung
in slighlly, He had been at the wicket
2] hours, his defence being excellent,
and nearly - all his runs came on the
leg side, -- Several~ of . hig- glides -were
beauties, and lhie got a few good leg hits,
but he had a little luck, as he might
have been, stumped twice, and gave a
hard chanee in the slipd and an ‘easy
one at deep mid-on shortly before he
was out, Homer hit flve fours and a
three before one from Wildon that cut
throagh straight. and low deceived him,
and he wags leg before,’ one had almost
said ‘ag usual,

Then the fielding side had a hearten-
ing spell, for Wilson got nast the defence
of Plant and Ellerker by turning the
ball from leg from an awkward length,
whilst Mayer wag beaten at the other
end by one that kept low. It was then
that Lockett and Stanley Crump gave us
the hriiihtcst bit of batting of the day,
and added 80 in an liour and a quarter.
Excellent shots came from both, and
ench had seven boundaries amongst his
hits. Crump eventually played round
a straight ball at 278, but Cross showed
that the side was not done with, ang 31
were added for the 8th wicket. Lackett
could not get enough. of the bowling
to complete Dig 80, and wag unfortunate
to misg tho hinll-century fov want of ane
Fun, 'l‘lmu{zh the Inninga oceuple B)
hours, the baulting waa saliafuctory, for
the Cheshire bowling was never looge
and the wicket was not 'oné of thé dened
varie’  (lint gives a howler mo chance
at ull Tt wag possible to make the ball
rear awkwardly at ong end, and it did
not secem to be absolutely even paced,
though much faster than what batsmen
bave been uccustomed to.

When Cheshire began there innings.
Barnes howled ugainst {he stiff wing in
order to give all pogsible agsiathnes tn
the fast bowling of J, T, ¢ adwick, of
Porthi¥l, who was, mnkib" 1;])'%3"". firgt

11

follow* on,

the slips of Ellerker

redode e dine, Soboshan 25 Juns 1952

appearance in countysericKet; ;Ho starte
off ut a fine pace; u{!g.rm;%'m éom;.Io‘}
five overs bowled . Worthington and
Rogers with straight gror €18, each hats.
man hemé bedten by the pdce, - Then he
was rested, and Barfies changed over,
le got a wicket from each end, and =6
the close of play foung _(.‘-z]\enhire in a
dangerous position with ~ four wickéts
down for 42, % ¥ Bee eay
. There was another -ful :day's .cricket
in delightful weatlier, on Thursday, and
though Staffordshire were always on top
the Lime was not sufficient to enable them
to force 8 win outright, and they had
be content withy first aningg-points.
The wicket, .did -hot . det wiorats at all,
and wag playlig quite :5 well at the
finieh ns ‘ot "the atart, %o ‘that Stafferd.
shire did well to muke the liome county
' When stumps were drawn
Chieshire, were only 39 runs on with seven
second innings wickels down., As tliere
was no chanee of winning with extra
time the half-hour's extension wig  not
claimeds™ ..y .. . 0 L, pre
The seeond  innitigs ;was nearly -all
Hodson, who had a little Juek, tor both
Barnes and Lockett almost bowled him;
and the latter missed a quick catch in
a. most unusual
favour to be given by Locketr,; He batted
well, however, dnd liis 60, ‘Bcored out_of
114 for five wickets, savad Cheshire {fom.
gefeat.\ Most’of the Btaffordshite bowl.
Ing was steady, and never became at nll
loose, except that Chadwick was at times
rather expensive, and in the last® few
minutes Uale, trying googlies, put up a

Jew balls of had length, and wag hit for

five fours in two overs. "Not miuch: %aa
flVﬂl‘l away in- tho -field, .and only, &
ittle more time was required to con-
summate a smart victory, : E

STAFFORDSHIRE.—4st Innings.

8, Crump b Lewi

E. P _Cross Ibw b Daviea 21
J."'H. Chadwick* o Wor
Davies
CHEBHIRE.—1st Innings.
J. D. Worthington b_Chadwick e X
¢. B. Hooson lbw b Barnes ... .15
J. H. Rogers b Chudwick .17
J. E, Smith lbw b Barnes 0
J. Jefferson b Chadwick 18
L. N, Jones b Barnes , 78
Wilson_b_Ellerker ... 6
J. AL cIntyre b Barnes 46
J. A. Edmuundson 1y Lockett 7
J. Lewis o Mayer b Barnes 1°
Davies not out .......... 0
- Extras . ... 10
' Tolal i, 169

and (AnIngs,

J. D. Worthington b Darnes |

. B, Hooson ¢ Homer b Crumy;

J. H. Rogers b Lockety, |- .

J. E, Bmith b B. Qrumn

J. Jefferson o Cross b Lockeit

L. N. Jones o Barnes b Locketb-

Wilson nét out ‘ y

J. A Mclntyre ¢

J. Fdmundeon-not’ éut. ;
e Extras K|

“ - A ‘A i ) b —

s 7 Total (7 wkte)?,....149 ¢

) BOWLING ANALYSIR ,
Stafotdshire.—Wilson, 3 for 62; Davies,
& for-88; Ydmundson; @ for 67; Lewis, 1
for 50; Jonee, 0 for 25; Rogers, .1 for 10.
" ‘Cheshire~Firat jrmhx%?: “Barnes, § for
adwick, 3 for 72; Ellerker, 1 for 14
t. 1 [d% 22; 8. Crump, 0 for 15,
e I nd . ianings ; Tnes,
adwick, 0 for 20 Bllerker, Q
étt,"3 for 38; 8, Crump, 2 for
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STAFFS. CRICKET

FORCEFUL

BATTING BY

J. S. HEATH

—

Good Stand With
Mayer |

CHESHIRE ATTACK
MASTERED

The return Minor Countles cricket
‘match between Staffordshire and
Cheshire began at Wolverhampton to-
day in circumstances practically iden-
tical with those which prevalled for last
week's match at Oxton.

The wicket was firm and true and very
much in the batsmen's favour, the weather
was glorious, and to continue the sequence,
Staffordshire won the toss agc!n and were able
to bat first.

In contrast to last week's match, however,
Staflordshire, instcad of having a long produc-
tive first-wicket stand, scon suffered a sot
back. They cpened their innings with L. H.
crump and Lockett, and only 16 runs had
been scored when the professional was caught
behind the wicket off Davies.

TEAM CHANGES

Both teams were slightly altered compared
with last weck. Cheshire were without G. P.
Hodson, who did so much to save his side
from defeat, and T, W. Jeflerson. 8tafford-
shire had three changes, Barnes being unavail-
able owing to his club, Rawtenstall, having a
match, and Gale and Chadwick were also
unable to play. Their places were taken by
Taylor, the Burslem bowler, T. J. Rutherford
(Wolverhampton), and J. 8. Heath (Porthill).

Welch, the Great Chell playcr, who had keen
in the selected team was also unable to play
owing to a knee injury, and 8. Crump retaincd
his place in the side.

Rutherford and Heath were making their first
apearances of the scason, and following
Lockett’s dismiesal, Heath partnered Crump.

BATSMEN CAUTIOUS

The quick fall of the first wicket, however,
made the batsmen cautious. Wilson delivered
three maidens in succession, befoere Heath sent
the score past 20 with a lusty drive to the
boundary off Davies.

" Heath settled down confidently and soon
overtook his partner with the result that at 29,
L. N. Jones superseded Davics in the attack,
while at 37 Edmundson was given a trial.
Crump pulled his first ball— a very short-
pitched one—to the uare leg boyndary.
Heath followed suit at the expense of Jones.
but the latter had his revenge in his next over

‘when a leg break dislodged Crump’'s off ball,

The score a4 this point was 46, of which Crump
had made 15, in exactly an hour.

Btaflordshire were not, therefore, too well
placed when H., W. Homer went In, and the
position was not improved when at 54, Homer
was Lb.w. to Jones.

HEATH'S ESCAPE

An Improvement in the rate of scoring
occurred when Mayer came in, both he and
Heath scering steadily on the leg side off both
Jones and Davies, who had resumed.

At T6—scored in 90 minutes—Lewis super-
ceded Davies in the attack, and In his first
over Heath narrowly escaped beinz run out,
when the batsmen hesitated about a sghort
single.

Heath batted carefully for an hour and 25
minutes, but when he had scored 32, he took 14
runs in two consecutive overs. These in-
cluded three 4's, and when he arrived at his
50, and with the score at 103, he had nine
boundarics in his contribution. His rapid
scoring was marked by forceful driving, anc? it
was chiefly due to his efforts that Btaflordshire
had 108 runs on the board at lunch.

12

Serimed Mm‘lmy, 27 Jne 1132,

J. S. HEATH, who played a fine,
forcing iInnings for Staffordshire
against Cheshlre.

FORTUNATE ESCAPE.

Success of Heath-Mayer
Partnership

On the resumption, both batsmen played
confidently, Heath in particular putting plenty
of power behind his strokes, but at 125 the
partnership should have been dissolved, Mayer
was halfway down the pitch in an attempted
run when he was sent back by Heath, and
Lewis, the bowler, blundered badly when he
allowed the btall, from a sharp throw-in, to
pass through his hands, glving Mayer time to
regain hls crease,

The score mounted quickly at the rate of
one run a minute, and now Maycr looked well
fixed for emulating Heath.

Heath made himself the highest scorer
among Btaffordshire players this secason, but
at’ 76 he gave his first chance, Edmundson
dropping a difficult catch at cover point. He
showed his appreclation by adding eleven in
two overs before being dismissed. Rather un-
Juckily, he attempted to drive Davies, but
falled and the ball came off the stumper's

ads and on to the wicket. His 87, for which

e had batted two hours 20 minutes, included
13 boundaries. His partnership with Mayer
had added 105 runs. the first century partner-
ship for Staffordshire this scason.

BOWLERS’ DIFFICULT TASK

Cheshire had tried six bowlers in an attempt
to eflect a separation. but it had been a heart.
breaking task on such a wicket and several
times runs had been given away by uncertain
fielding,

Ellerker did not last long before providing
Worthington with his first wicket at 172, With
Plant as his partner, Maver reached hig half
century, with the sixth boundary shot of his
innings at 180. He wa: given a “life " hgu-.
ever, when he had addea another four, L, N.
Jones missing a chance in the slips off Rogers,

Wilson, although the steadiest of the Cheshire
bowlers, had not yet taken a wicket, and he
suffered from waek ficlding again when Davies
falled to accept another chance given by Mayer
when he had scored 69. Finally. however, just
as Mayer was within sight of his century, he
fell a victim to the vigil of Worthington, He
hag scoredﬂit }llncludm%helevcn fours, in two
and a quarter hours. e total h v
reached 229.] 58 oy

One run later, Wilson obtained the wi
he had so well earned, Worthington helé:ﬁ-.egt
him to this end by stumping Rutherford, hig
fifth wicket of the morning. '

Staffordshire
L A Crump b Jonee .
Lockett e Worthington ' Daviea

J 8 Heath st Worthington t
}; \\; Homcr‘lhw b Jones ’
L Mayer ot Worthingt T
W R Ellerker ¢ Worthingias

Davies

Worthi oL
'?JHR 1';lr-|1ntr ¢ Rq‘r::”:»mﬂ{:\"hh Rogers ,,‘.i
utherford st "\ i W AT Lo
S Crump not out Oll'lhln;:lon b Wilson . n
E P Cross not oyt e n
Extrag . ]?
Total (for 8 wits) Lagy
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STAFFS. IN

STRONG

POSITION

Cheap Cheshire
Wickets

RAIN HOLDS UP
PLAY

Staffordshire had a great chance of
securing their first victory of the season
in the Minor Counties cricket champlon-
ship when their match with Cheshire
was resumed in dull weather at Wolver-

hampton to-day.

Going in after'the tea interval yesterday in
response to a total of 244, Cheshire fared badlv.
They lost their first three wickets for ten runs
to Taylor, the :Burslem “professional, - who
cleverly made the ball swing.

Thelr position might have been worse, for J.
E. 8mith, who, with an effort of 31, tried hard
to pull his side together. was twice missed by
8. Crump in the slips before he had scored.
When stumps were drawn last night Cheshire’s
score was still only 81 for eight wickets, and
this morning they needed 64 runs to avoid the
follow on.

FORCED TO FOLLOW ON

When Jones and Lewis continued Cheshire’s
innings. Taylor and Lockett had charge of the
Staffordshire attack, but it was not until 8.
Crump displaced Taylor.that a separation was
effected, the young Porthill player bowling
Jones at 102. Nine runs later the end came,
Rutherford taking a fine-catch in the long
fleld to dismiss Davies..

The Cheshire Innings had lasted 2} hours,
and the side had to follow on 133 runs behind.

They changed their batting order for their
sccond innings, Worthington being promoted
to open with Pearson.

It was equally. as bad, .a start as in the first
innings, however, for Worthington was caught
in the second over by 8. Crump in the slips.
only a single being scored at the time.

Pearson hit a ball dangerously near Crump
in the slips off Taylor, for the first four of
the innings, but at 13 Rogers wa lbw. to
Ellerker and a similar decision .was given
against Beeley at 18, the successful bowler in
this instance being Taylor.

There was more resistance by Pearson and
‘Wilson, though twice Cross conceded byes from
balls by Ellerker which were so near the
stumps that the wicket keeper gave them up.
At 35, Rutherford was given a trial in place
of Ellerker, and his. slow leg spinners were
very dangerous, Pearson, especlally, being very
unsafe against him,

ELLERKER'S FINE. BOWLING

1t was not until Ellerker returned for Taylor
that a separation was effected. In his frst
over, Ellerker had Wilson caught at slips. This
was at 58 and two runs later the fifth wicket
fell, Jones being out to a brilliant catch at the
wicket.

Cheshire recelved another blow when
Mcintyre also falled. He, too, was caught by
Cross after playing one of Ellerker's out-
swingers.

since Ellerker returned he had taken three
wickets for five runs, and at this point had five
victims for 16. Meanwhile Pearson was hold-
ing one end up and he was still at the wicket
at the lunch interval, when Cheshire had scored
78 for six. They, therefore, still needed 58 to
avert an innings defeat.

PLAY HELD UP BY RAIN

During the interval the wind veered féund,
pringing with it dark, threatening clouds, and
just after the players came on to the field a
sharg shower drove them back before a ball
could be dellvered.

1t needed a good hour's rain to affect the

"piteh, however, and as soon as the rain ceased,

he game restarted after 25 minutes’ delay.
Only. six -runs had been added when there
was another interruption through rain,

The weather was playing a pretty game with
the, umpires. Twice t.heg set off from the
pavilion, but each tlme they weré sent back by
the resumption of rain before the players could
follow them.

Eventually’ the game started again at 3.15,
and:almost at once 8mith was out to the
Cross-Ellerker combination.

Staffordshire
First Innings, 244,
. Cheshire

L H Pearson b Taylor i O
J H Rogers ¢ Cross b Taylor . 3
J M Beeley Ibw b Taylor . '3
J E fmith ¢ Crors b Taylor . 31
. J A Mclntyre ¢ Taylor b Elle - 13
J D Worthington ¢ Cross b Ellerker 7
L N Jones b 8 Crump .... 22
Wilson ¢ Cross. b Taylor 0
J K Edmundson ¢ and b Locket .. 2
J 'Lewis not out .. 13
Davies c. Rutherford 3
' B Extras 12
‘.- + . -Total . ..1-1—1

) = 8econd Innings
‘L Pearson’ not ‘out
T Worthington ¢ 8 Crump b
H Rogers.lhw b Ellerker
- .M Beelay Ibw L Taylor .
son ¢ Rutherford h Ellerker
Jones ¢ Cross b Ellerker ...
Mclntyre ¢ Cross b Fllerker
E Bmith ¢ Crosa b Ellerker .
K Edmundton ¢ Cross b EI
Lewis not out .
v Extra

S P
»7E
ﬁ-"-@l:'—‘:—'o'-‘g

-

Total (for 8 wkts) .....113

13
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AFFORDSHIRE
BEAT CHESHIRE

BY AN INNINGS

. H. Ellerker’s Fine
Bowling

VEN FOR 37 RUNS

et

srdshire gatned thelr first victory
e ceason in the Minor Countles
¢ ¥4 champlonship ~when they
plested Cheshire by an innings and 11
ot Wolverhampton yesterday.
period, just after lunch, it looked
i might prevent Staffordshire from
g, but the weather cleared later, and
B . yas not affected.
e followed on 133 runs behind and
= «pd for 132, all the balsmen, except
“; prarscn, being nonplussed by the fine
L gl W Ellerker, who captured seven
::w {or 97 runs, Pearson played a splendid
prt going 1 first and being unbeaten at
e clse witD 68 to his credit.
i mmsmﬂwﬂs}ﬁm wicket-keeper, caught
ol patsmen in each innings.
Staffordshlre

b Jones e
,g,f{"f Worthington b D
§Bald Worthington b Davies
¥ Homer Iow b Joves e
Mayer 8 Worthington b Lewis .,
y B Elerker ¢ Worthington b Rogers
Past ¢ ars b wis

A ¢

L
g TR T- 1

mocolla

. 13

-
wwowot

-
=
~

..
i
g
;

~
R OeC O~~~

] Livils bw b Lockett ..
ey ¢ He

¢ Eeath b Lockett
Extras 1
LT[ —— i) 122
BOWLING ANALYSIS.
Staflordshire.—First Ionings.
. 0. R W,
46 .2
41 .. 2
2 ¢
41 2
. N 1
: B ...0
) (Beshire.—First Inninga.
UPE | hmpeerennes 88 we 45 .. B
| rmtstrissecaiae ;g 34 [
OO oleiiciornss $ s i H

YORKSHIRE'S TEAM
To Meet Staffordshi
it and 120 T

The Yorkshive I1. cricket team to
! meet -
mmhem ::lPoﬂhm on July 11th and Sltzatih
ected a8 follows: ' —

Ajor, R.. C. Chichester (o
, nstalb
MWJ chmmdson, J.R. l§f r‘z\; Er
wmaam Hd: Tumer, Pisher, Bulier,
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" Staffs. v. Cheshire
* STANLEY HEATH AND
MAYER IN FORM

Home County Again in the

e o, - Ascendant
o By “THE CRITIC"
: The ‘return match between {hese

counties was commenced at Wolverhampton
on  Monday, ahd once more delightful
weather favoured the cricket. Un-
fortunately, there was only a modest
gathering of spectators at the lovely
Tettenhall ground, but those who attended
were rewarded with an entertaining day's
cricket, in which Stafiordshire, though
lacking the services of Barnes, again
agserted a- deflnite superiority, as they
did at Oxton last week. The end
of the day's play found Cheshire, with
cight first-lnnings wickets down, requiring
64 runs to avoid a follow-on. Stafford-
ghire thus cstablished a very strong position
indeed.

There were three changes in the Stafford-
shire team, J- 8. Heath, T. J. Rutherford,
and Taylov taking the places of L. E.
‘Gale, J. H. Chadwick, and Barnes, the

_last-named of whom had a league engage-

ment  with Tawienstall on  Tuesday.
Cheshire made two changes, Pearson and
Beeley coming in for Hodson and Jeffer-

N, .
B.f‘Thé Tettenhall wicket looked perfection,
but it did not play quite as easily as
expected, the little rain which had fallen
‘during the wcek-end having - slightly
softenmed the surface, whilst leaving.the

und iron-hard underneath. The result
was that the ball could be made to turn
‘a little, especlally during the first hour
or so, whilst it came off quickly and some-
timed reared, 8o that care was neceseary,
and the slightly sporting charactet of the
wicket was to some extent reflected in the
fact that no fewer than nine wickets fell
during the day to the wicket-keepers.
Ho far as Monday’s play was concerned
Staftordshire gained a doubtful advantage
by winning the toss, for the pitch responded
to finger-spin more readily im the first
hour than at any other time.

Lockett was again deputed to open the
S‘affordshire innings with Len Crump,
but he soon gave a catch to Worthington,
standing back; by failing to keep away
from a rearing ball. J. S. Heath is in
great form with the bat again this season,
and for once he pulled out his best for
the county. For years his scoring in
county cricket has not been in keepmg
with his ability. Generally he has ha
difficult wickets to bat om, and many
times something has huEpened to cut
short. his innings: just when he seemed
ta. be settlng down for a good
score. Ho has, of course, played some
ggod innings, as. for example, against the
New Zealanders’ last season, but my
rceflections take a sweeping survey of the

ast four or flve {ears, during which he
a5 been the most consistently-successful
bat in the North Staffordshire League.

On this occasion the ex-Captain’s
mastery of the bowling was complete.
Using the full extent of his reach for his
s;.\ot%:erlng forward strokes, watching
the ball with the eye of & hawk when he
went back, and driving, cutting, and
placing to leg in polished style whenever
the length would permit, his play had
real charm for a lover of the art of batting.
His driving, was, rhaps, the most
effective part of his ispla.y,' and brought
him many of this thirteen 4's, the timing
being perfect and the ball never off the
ground. He lost Crump at 46, the Burslem
man being bailed by a good ball that sur-

rized him by whipping back several
inches from the off. And Homer failed
to stay, giving his wicket away by steprmg
in and trying to pull a straight half-volley.
This rashness was probably induced by
the sctting o{(’ ‘111[:00 men very close in

. ghort le or him, .
ot M:Lyer jo{‘ned Heath at 64, and the pair

Jayer the best cricket of the day to add
ob for the fourth wicket, Mayer, without
ostentaljon, or attempting to force matters,
kept o wtralght and solld defence and neored
at o falr pace by good strokes all round
¢the wicket. Though not as spectacular
gs his partner, he played a lot of good
bov Hng, drove the half-volley with power,
and used the hook-s}‘x%b m(tlb great certainty
n opportunity offered.

Whl‘?zlea.(.}?rx?mde on}e mis-hit, abd was badly
missed at cover with his score at 176, but
he was out in unlacky fashion, {of'he came
out in turning to glide & ball wide on the
Jog . and was stumped by & glaqcing re-
bound from the wicket-keeper's pads.
Mayer also fell to the stumper through
drawing his toe in reaching forward to
o going-awsy ball from Lewis. He might
have heen run oub in the twentles, but

" & tiung ball before he coul

Satunloy 2 Joky 17321,

his only chances were a sharp one in-the
slips at 57, and a hard drive to mid-on
near the end ~of his innings, He hit
eloven 4's, and like Heath, seemed set
for & ieltury.. .. S
HMerkar started emﬂdent!g. bub touched
get properly
ﬁﬁh’f’ and the rest of the Staffordshire
tting was disappointing except for a
nice:innings of an hour’s duration by R.
H. Plant, who saw 63 added while he was
in, and was very straight and correct until
he skied one to mid-oft in trying to drive
the wrong ball—one that was just too
short and going away. He seems to have
all the ‘making of a county batsman.
Stanley Crump was ve unfortunate,
for Taylor called him, and then real sing
his mistake, sent Lim back when it was
hopelessly too late, and the wicket was
thrown down ‘wheh he was almost in the
ml'il';]lle ‘of the; pitch. L
. Cheshire bowling was of falrly
de quality. It was never loore, and
WVilson and Lewls.were not easy tc play.
Tho. professional has eraft, and, &s usual,
kept.an excellent length, and Lewis im-
pressed me' even more favourably than
at Oxtoni - He can tumn the ball from leg,
not a lot, but enough to dangerous
at his pare, which is quicker than most
right-hended leg-spinners can attain. His
ball pitching on the oftstump and goin
awny is awkward for any right-hande
batsman, '
.. Ooing in after téa, Cheshire made &
lamentable start against Taylor; swiriging
the new ball. The first ball - Pearson
received did enough to beat his forward
8{» ke and shot the off stump out of the
grocnd with two tuns scored.. At five
another swinger got Rogers caught at the
wicket on the oft-slde, and yet. anofher
had_ Beeley leg-hefors with five added.
Taylor had taken three wickets for 4 runs
in three avers, and Ellerker, -who powled
at fhe other end, should soon have joined
in the work of destruction for Smith, the
Nantwich player, was missed at the
wicket and in the slips oft him. However,
a2t 31 he got the left-hander, McIntyre,
who has a fine punch on the oft-side, caught
in the slips after making a few good
strokes, and 10 runs later Cross made
tome amends for him by brilliantly taking
a catch from Worth'ngton that rose
abruptly head high. L. N. Jones fulfilled
his customary role of steadying the batting,
and 8mith got a few half-volleys to drive
after his escapen, so that the total rose to
7L hefore the last-named was another
victim of the Staffordshire wicket-keerer,
who followed {his up by taking a tourth
amart catchin the rame over to send
Wilson back without scoring. Then in the
last few minutes Lockett came on vice
Ellerker, and provided the most thrilling
incident of the day by taking a,positively
wonderful return catch from Edmunson.
Thin anpFink player drove the ball back
with terelflo fores, anid everyone looked
towards the lmum’lm‘\-, but Lockett had
jumped & foot from the ground and lield
the ball with the right hand high above
his head. It was so quick that it \vas
an astonishing and clectrifying catch. So
Cheshire had elght wickets down for 81
at the close of play. s

TUESDAY'S PLAY : AN INNiINGS
’ VICTORY

Al lunch-time on Tuesday, Staftordshire
hed the points in their pocket, barring
rain.  Ah! The forenoon hed beeni bright,
despite the falling barometer, but durin
the interval heavy clouds rolled up, an
Juet as play should have been restmed
rain began to fall. A delay of 20 minutes,
and the game continuved, but only for
about flve minutes, ere rain drove the
Elayera ini Thunder commenced to rum-

le_aminously all round. If that storm

 broke over the ground it would be good-

‘rl;yé, to the chance of flnishing the mateh.
'or 856 minutes the rain continued, but
the menace of a thunderstorr passed
aweay, and the sun burst forth again with
rain still lingering. But Old Bol won,
and so did Staffordshire, by an innings
and 11 runs.

When play was resumed, with Taylor
and Lockett bowling, Jones and Lewis
played confldently enough, and stayed
nearly half-an-hour before Crump, who
had superseded Taylor, shot the Cheshire
Chptain’s middle stump out of the ground.
Davies was neally caught on the pavilion
rails, and Cheshire had to follow-on, 133
in arrear. Taylor's bowling was of great
value, end his figures of five for 45 in
23 overs were good. Lockett bowled
steadily, as 14 runs in 13 overs indicate,
and brought the bali back quite a lot
from the off, causing several of the bats-
men to use their pads freely ap a last
line of defence. One rather wondered
that Aaron did not try round the wicket
and make the batsmen play his break-
back. In the second innings he did so
whle): Pearson 1n:nd IL?WM oftered stubboin
resistance, and ended the part y
gelding Lewis Ib, partnership by

e featutes of {he second
were the bowling of Ellerker,
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innings
who hasg

never previously, I think, bowled

8o well for Staffordshire, and the ba t‘l‘ri;
of Pearson, who carried his bat through.
It was not a great innings, however,
for in the flrst hall-hour he was lucky
to enm})e the fate of most of his colleagues
who fell in the slips or behind the wicket.,
After scoring a ringle he edged Tavlor
through the slips for two, and got. iwo
most fortunate fours ‘‘off the edge’’
from Ellerker, which went between the
wicket-keeper and first-slip. The last-
named bowler -also shave(Y his wicket
more than once. Butviving this streaky
perlod, he defended well, but was indebted
to bad length balls from the slow left.
arm bowler,. Rutherford, for most of the
other half-doten boundages he’ got.. The
general opinion was that he was fortimate
too, to survive an appeal for a catch behind'
the wicket oft Lllerker. But when- al]
is said he was entitled to great credit
for withstanding a well-delivered attack
for two hours and forty minutes. Lewis
also played a ‘straight, sound game, as
in the first innings, and impressed as g
promising young all-rounder.

Ellerker bowled faster than usual, and
made the ball swing late, whilst keeping
a filne length. He got Worthington
caught in the slips with an away-swinger,
and trapped  Rogers leg-before” with an
in-swinger in his firat three overs, for m]
runs, _Beeley.got in front to Taylor, and |
then Pearson agd . Wilson stayed 35
minutes to add 40 for the fourth wicket,
and cause bowling changes, Rutherford
being tried at 85, whilst Taylor changed
ends, The young Wolverhampton bowler
turned the ball back nicely from leg, but
appearedtocome offat aneven paceand)was
rather uncertaln in length and direction.
He was given quite a long spell, but met
with no success.  This did not matter
much, as  Ellerker,  having resumed in

lace of Taylor at 54, was rapldly getting
he wickets. Heé got Wilson caught in
the slips in_his first over. Then followed
a remarkable sequence of catches by
the wicket-keeper standing back. Four
batsmen in succession were out in this
way to Ellerker's swingers, making his
snalysis up to this point read—17 overs,
7 maidens, 25 runs, and 7 wickets.

Pearson and Lewis added_81 in just
short of 50 minutes, before Lockett was
called up vice Rutherford, and brought
the innings and the match to an end.

The following are the scores :—

STAFFORDSHIRE—I18T INNINGS

L. H. Crum?bJones............ 13
Lockett ¢ Worthington b Davier,., 6
J. 8. Heathst Worthington b Davies 87
H.W. Homer Jbw b Jones..,..... 2
E. Mayer st Worthington b Lewis 84
W. H. Ellerker ¢ Yorthington b
RORETB & i s & s o e :
R. H. Plant ¢ Rogers b Lewis. .
T. J. Rutherford st Worthington

b Wilson ... . 0
8.Crumprunout.......v... 0
E. P. Crogs ¢ Jones b Wilson 0
Taylornot out...iveuen.e < 1

Extras .. 13
Total sivvereess24
CNERHIRE—18T INNINGR
L. J, Pearson b Taylor.......vus
J. H. Rogers ¢ Crose b Taylor..,.. 3

J. M. Beeley lbw b Taylor.....0v0 3
J. E. Smith ¢ Cross b Taylor...... 81
J. A. McIntyre ¢ Taylor b Ellerker 18
J.D. Worthington ¢ Cross b Ellerker 7
© L. N. Jones b 8. Crump....c...... 22
Wilson ¢ Crosa b Taylor..i.euvese” 0,
-J. K. Edorundson ¢ and b Lockett -2
J. Lewis notout, 15:...cc0iveives: 15
Davies ¢ Rutherford b Lockett 13

Extras coooeevonedons
Total ....eeveq.1ll
2xp INNINGB o
L. J. Pearson not out.....ivi0v0. 66
J. H. Rogers lbw b Ellerker...... 0
J. M. Beeley lbw b Taylor..:..4..
J. E. Smith'¢ Cross b Ellerker....

¢ Cross b Ellerke ..
gton o 8. Crump b

J. A, McInt
J. D. ‘Voﬂm
Ellerker iv.iveceoacesnains
L. N. Jones ¢ Cross b Ellerker ...,
Wilson ¢ Rutherford t Ellerker .. 1

J. K. Edmundson ¢ Cross b Elletker
J. Lewis lbw b Lockett....0vhhes 1

Davies ¢ Heath b Lockett.,..,..,
Extras .oov0iiivi,., 16

Total .‘....:,..12_.2




“The All-Indians’ Visit to
N Stoke'{’ L

o By “THE CRITIC”, | )
- If the weather proves favoirable next
Wedneaday and Thureday will be amongst
the réd-letter days in tHe Staffordshire
cricket calendar. The Indlans seem to
have been followed.to England by an
Indian summer, and it will ensure fhe
auccess of next. week’s match, when the
Tourists will oppose ' Btaffordshire at
Stoke, it the anti-cyclone will .kindl
continue functioning until then.. It w]ﬁ
be the fourth time in five years that a
Test team from’ the Dominions has
ap{mﬂ‘ed at Stoke in the fl:st week of
July, and on the three previous occasions
weather. conditions . have approached the
ideal. The’ outlook -appears promisin,
for. the fourth, and.obe imégines thal
everyore who .poesibly: can will' be éager
to ree the coloured men who, in'their
firet Test match, have jurl given the full
stnﬂ'gth of England so fine a game ‘at
Lord's. | Formidable - though their task
will bey the' Staffordshire team. will not
lack -confiden¢e, and the Indians. will not
be likely to tredt their »bpfo_nenta; Hghitly,
in’,view  of. the fact that the:county got
the upper hand of the New: Zealanders
last - year, -besides - which' the Tourists
havea little seore to wire oft. ~As I have
already recalled.in thesé colunins recently,
the last All-India team to visit this country
met with dieaster at Stoke 21 years ago,
and were bealen by flve wickets in one
day. And the cauce ol their discomflture
wad the wonder-bowl'ng of Sydrey Barnes.
His fourteen wickeis for 20 runs in that
thril ing encounter with the 1911 Tourists
will make him an interesting adversary
for their 1032 succetsors. He will be the
only player engaged in next iveek'smatch
who took part in that of 21 yeats ago,
though Stanley Heath also played in
some of Staflordshire’s matches in that
season, which eaw his introduction to
county cricket. . '

Ten players have been deflnilely selected
for Staffordshire, as follow:—H. W,
Homer, E. P. Croes, W. H. Ellerker, L. BE.
Gale, L. H. Crump, E. Mayer, J. 8, Heath,
Bames, Lockelt,and Taylor. Theeleventh
place, which was left open, will be. filled
L 8. Dykes (Colne), Stdanley Crump,
of R. H. Plant. =

The Indlans will, of course, declde upon
thelr team at Mtoke. Thelr ﬁeadlng bals.
man hes been €. K. Nayudu, who eaptalned
the side against FEngland, and has an
average up-to-date of ween 50 and 60.
He is also a good medium-pace bowler,
Aged- 80, he has had plenty of experience,
has scored 90 centuries and. three double
centurler, and agalnst the last. M.C.C.
team at Bombay, in an innings of 158,
hit eleven 6’s and thirteen 4’s, 8. Nazir
All, aged 26, is well-known in English
cricket~ having spent geveral years hete,
and done .well in London in batting and
bowlng. He i{s & fast-medium bowler,
who ¢an both swing and break both ways,
50 it is -claimed for him. ITe captured
Bradman's. wicket in 1030, and 14 the
only Indian who hes done go. For the
Indian Gymllena -in London he has
three timen taken all ten wickets,: He i
& batsmen of rcal claes, averages about

40 thls year, and has hit 060 conturles
and five double centuries.

Probably the outstanding feature of
the team I8 the proportion of all-round
players it contains., 8. Wazir Al is
another, though primarily a batsman.
He started the present tour in great form,
and to date averages over 35. He is
three years older than his brother, Nazir
Ali, and_ has many fine innings to hig
credit. Jehangir Khan, a Mohammedan
all-rounder, came into the parly becaure
{the Muharaj of Vizlanagram wns unahle
to come, and he has done very well with
bhat and ball. Amar Singh, only 21,
has created a highly-favourable impression
as & fast-medium %owler, and has taken
nearly twice as many wickets as any
of his colleagues, with the s{nlend!d BVETHEe
of 16. The really fast bowler is Mahomed
Nisgar, & strongly-built youth of 21,
who_ereated a mensation at Lord's by

ulckly bowling. Butcliffe and Holmes,

e 18 8lso a uszeful bat. Naoomal Jeocomal
is a brilliant all-round plaver of 27, from
Kardchi, who has not qu.te realired ex-
pectations so far. He 1s a patient bat
end slow bowler.

8. H. M. Colah, aged 80, in a Parsea
from, the Bombay cistrict, and & flne
natural hitter, and ancther young player
who can do &n??thini, including wicket-
keeping, i8 Lall 8ingh, & native of the
Punjaub, bub resident in the Malay Stateer,
He 18 stated to be a claver slow bowler.
a8 well as & capable bat, having scored
an excellent 80 against the Austral'ans.
Yet another all-rounder is P. E. Palia,
21, of Bombay, who I8 a steady bat, and
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slow-medium left-arm_bowler. The chief
wicket-keeperis J. G. Nav'e, who hrs Leen
very highly esgimatgdt byHHobbn, and is
a sound openin, at. ‘s underst
with the gloves fa B. E. Kayadia, a us%sf
yeais-old- Parsee, who is also a sound
defensive bat. Another left-srm bowler
end right-arm bat is Ghulam Mahomed,
aged 83, from XKarachi. Hobbs and
others have paid high tributes to him,
but he is most effective apparently on
matting. 8. R. Godambe, 82, from
Bomtbay, is a spin bowler of medium pace,
and a good bat, and Joginder Bingh, 28,
of Lahore, is & flne, forcing bat. The
remaining player of the paity is N. D.
Marshall, another product of 8t. Xasier's
College, Bombay, and a capable all-
rounder, bowling a slow-medium ball, In
the 1920 season, in the Bombay Presidency}
he scored 1,080 runs and took 100 wickets.
Buch is a brief sketch of the men frcm
the great Continent, who will recelve a
cordial welcome in North Staffordshire.
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North Staffs. and District
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BIG FEATS BY BURSLEM
 AND NANTWICH

Iy waae
. Baker’s Hitting
1Y - By MTHE CRITIO” [ . -
.. Though & break-up of the drY sI)ell ‘was
threatened in North Stafiordshire last
Haturidlay the afternoon proved fine, and
therc was some heavy scoring in the
league, - Nantwich added & point to their
clear lead by pulverising ngton, and
recorded the highest total of the season
go far, and Burslem joined - Ureat Chell
as runners-up by an extraorliinary batting
rformance - at- Store, ‘where.. K.: Baker
t.05 in' 85-minutes; and the- visitors
actvally scored 200 In° an -bour and 25
minuntes. Great Chell ‘and. Porthill' made
gallant. eftorts. to beat .declarations by
Caverswall and L.M.S8. respectively, and
Porthill were onli 5 runs short of victory
atthe clcee. Butlike Chell their bow.ing wes
sufficiently effective on the excellent
wickets to gain full points, In the local
duel at Silverdale, also, the batsmen of
that club and Bignall End were 8o success-
ful that a deflnite cecision was not possible.
Longton's companions in distrees were
Norton, whose batting agein broke down
on their own ground, and a hollow defeat

Hurricane

by Icek made their position at the
bottom more serious.
LEAGUE TABLE

. P. W. L. D. Pts
Nantwich ............ 11..8,.1..2..18
Burslem ........... vee 11..5..2..4..14
Great Chell............ 11..6..2..4..14
Bignall End ...000.0.0 11..2,.2,.7..11
Longton ....... v n v 11..3..3..5..11
Porthill ..i.vivesqierne 11,.3..8,.5,.11
Silverdale .........0.. 11..3,.3..5..11
Caverswall ., .v0v.u0.. 11,.2,.8,.0,.10
Teek vuoiininiinns 110804,044010
LMK (Mtoke) voooes 1100103400000 8
Btone ...ieirieiiiiees 1dodiito 8

Norton 11..1..0..4.. 6
STANLEY HEATH'S -VAIN EFFORT

The batting . of the Railwaymen -has
revealed mcre back bone than scemed
likely at the beginning of the season, and
as they are batting now they are not to
be s0 ecasily gol. rid of on a good wicket.
Mayer is, of course, the mainstay, and his
influence is probahbly traccable in_ the
tmproved form of other .members of the
team. Though:Cfump bowled well at the
old County Ground, and came out with
the excellent figures of seven for 49, 1. M.S,
batted nearly three hours and registered
the useful total of 185 against Porthill,
Mayer contributing 48 and J. Turner 38,
Much of the Porthill bowling was weak,
however, and loore flelding also had a
material eflect on the result. Porthill had

ten minutes undar two houts In which to
et the runs, and, thanks to a class

nnings by the former county captain, J, 8.
Heath, came within an ace of pulling it
off. When time expired they were only
4 runs short of the L.M.8. score with four
wickets in hand, and Stanley Heath took

IR ERERRR ]

out his bat for 81, which he had compiled g)
“H~—Total, "163.

in an hour and &-half.

Longton batsmen cut & sorry flgure at
Nantwich. Tyldesley (six for 40) and K. H.
gteventon (four for 13) had them all out
in less than an hour for 53, in spite of a

lucky 20 by N. I. S8amuel, who was No. 10.
Igiant\\'ivh knocked the runs off with one
and &iterwards rﬁa%‘;ﬁmg“iy

e of 268 for seven. J. By ndale
i?ttg;t';]ll,f R. E. B. Bmith showed his best
forin yet in gcoring 47, Tom Bteventon
was In formaeigaln with 45, and Tyldesley

id. 84y ., oo e Bl g X
bi‘}iﬁﬂgﬁgn’a sucosudtil “oislaught ‘on. the
Gtone bowling enabled ‘them to catch. up
with Great Cie]l, who could only get one
point, Stone’s batting was alow, as it
waa & week earller, an they had occupied
about three hours when they declared
with 1056 for seven wickets. 6 task of
Burslem to get 198 in an hour and fitty
minutes Jooked. hopeless, but L. TI. Crump,
who was ecting captain for the dey, kept
his own steady bet in reserve and conjured
his dolleagtes to gd all out for the runs.
. Baker simply went foi the bowling
might and main, and his €5 in 85 minutes

ug his side in front of the clock. Every
dman risked everyﬂlin% in & thrilling
race against time, and 200 Funs were
actuslly scored in an hour and 25 minuten.
Baker enjoyed the kind of luck which is
inevitable in such & head-long venture, for
though only giving one clear chance he
was fortunste to see many lofty hits dro
clear of the flelders, However, he playe
@ great game for his side. Stoné’s scorin
was done chlefly by R. W. Harris {45 no
out) and Lee (8%), but theve were other

wicket down,

ureful contributions, and with a little more
enterprice it would have been a highly
creditable batting performance againtt the
Burslem bowling. :
Chel) could not get rid of the Caverswall
side, who put together 215 for eight
wickels under the shadow of the lordly
castle, but occupied three hours in doing
it, and made a draw certain, with which,.
perhaps, they were well sat{sfled. Poate
was once more the top acorer with 55,
and put more punch into his ﬂlavy than
most of his colleagues. The Chell bowling
was still weakened by Stanley Welch's
knee in{ury, which made bowling with
his usual vim {mpossible, and, incidentally,
kept him out of the county team at
Wolverhampton this week, ell started
indifferently, but Roy Smith (€8, not out)
and Ellerker' (47, ‘not- out) took the score
from 41 for three to 162. Bo the visitors
only wanted more time. |
Silverdale and Bignall End played a
fairly even draw, the scores belng Silver-
dale, 225 for seven, declared’; Bignall
End, 132 for three. All the BHilverdale
early batsmen goti some Tuns. Ai
Ward hit 42 by good cricket, but
it remained for C, F. Rushton to
play the innings of the match. When
Charl’e Rushton is. going well there ia
at charm in hi!s batting. - The: left-
ander was at the top of his form on this
occaslon and took out his bat for 71
when the closure was applled, He Ioumf
the boundary 14 times, and ‘iot hls runs
in 73 minutes. The firtt part of Bignall
End's regly was interesting b;' reason of
a hard -1 87 by Kenneth Platt in 20
minutes, bnt the rest of the batting was
chiefly directed to saving the game.
Mayer played throughout the two hours
before. rain intervened for 40.. ., |
" J: Pointon. had & ‘wutcttstal altermoon
with the. ball at .Norfon, whose b¢tsmen
simply cannot flnd any form’ worthy. of
the club's repute. A total of 50 (Poihfon
six for 17L']ett them easy prey for Leek,
who had the match won by seven wickets,
and by even batting raized the full acore
to 181.-.The chief econtiibotora were
J. Williamson, & capable bat who fare)
seens to do himself full justice, 47, an
W. C. Charnock, 36, Norton are gelting
intc the qulcksands, -and will have to
start, the scrambling-out process Pmtty
sooiy I they are to avoid belng engulfed.

—————— e e

LICHFIELD (}AR‘RISON v. WOLVER-
MPTON
Played at Whittington Barracks, Li
fleld, on Saturday. 8 ertacke, Lich-

) '
" WOLVERHAMPTON.—R. Howl ¢ Millward
b Taite 1, E. W. Page ¢ Vaughan Arbuckle
b Quadelli 87, A, D. Wilk'e ¢ Quadelll

Taite 0, G. H. Thorneycroft ¢ and bh
Millward 12, J. J. Moore run out 19,
C. H. Twigg ¢ King b Robins 45, W. J.
Croft b Quadelli 19, T. J. Rutherford
Tun out 28, J. P. Perry ¢ D'Arcy b King
18, G. W. Wood run out 1, } Taylor
not out 0, extras, 28.—Total, 244,

LICHFIELD GARRISON.,—L./Corpl. Bam-
ford b Moore 8, Pte, Hoperoft o Thorneys
oroft b Moore 89 Liout. —- Vaughan
Arbuckle ¢ and b®Rutherford 81, L./Corpl.
D'Arcy b Croft 17, Lieut. — Robins o
Moore b Rutherford 0, C.8.M. Hurley
st Page b Croft 5, L'eut. Taite ¢ Twigg
b Moore 22, Lieut. T. P, Gordon ¢ Twigg
b Rutherford 8, Sergt. King run out 11,
Bandsman Quadelli st Page b Moore 2,
reemer Millwasd' not out 8; Extrss
] For =~ Wolver' ampton
:Moote took four wickets for 65, and for
the Qarrison Quadelll took two wickets
;or ’;122, King one for 12, and Taite two
or 72.

LICHFIELD GARRISON v. STAFTORD.
SHIRE GENTLEMEN

The annual Garrison cricket week at
Lichfleld terminated..on the 24th ult, in
& twelve-a-side match between Lichfleld
Garrison and Staffordshire Gentlemen:

BTAFFORDSHIRE GENTLEMEN.—A. Platts
b Millward 25, W. H. Harrison b Millward

87, J, L, Wenger b Talte 8, Capt. P, Wilson "

¢ 8mith b Quadelll 73, J. . Meakin o
Amith b Taite 0, C. H. Twigg ¢ Bamford
b Millward 3, A. Lindop b Taite 67, F. C.
Fernie ¢ and b Quadelli 0, Rev. McHwiney
not out 18, R. E. Tarling b Quadell 03
extras 15.—Total (nine wickets), 286.
E.tMeakjn and J. T. A. Jackson did not
at,

LicHFIELD GARRISON.—L. /Corpl. D’Arcy
¢ Lindop b Platts 16, Ple. Hoperoft o
McSwiney b Harrlson 17, Bergt.-Major
Hurley ¢ Tarling b L'ndop 26, Lieut. T.
P, Gordon b L'ndop 28, Tieut. Sladen
¢ Twigg 2, L'eut, Taite ¢ Lindop b Twigg
5, L./Corpl. Bamford run out 8, Sergt, —
Smith ¢ and b Tarling 16, Bergt. King
¢ and' b Plalts 20, Pte. Quadelli not out
18, Major Latham b Platts 0, Pte. Millward
b Platts 4 ; extras 7.—Total, 181.
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WALSALL v..OLD HILIL

Walsall put up a good fight at ¥
on Saturday, sgainst Old H%n, but (;f;rd“ :‘g
adnmit defeat in the end by 14 runs, The
visitors batted first and” made 118 F
‘R.. Pearson, 84 not_ out, being the‘top‘
Scorer. Waleall made a poor start anc
lost.the first four wickels for g runs
Cowan and Dutton made a stand, how-
ever, but the otheis did 1'ttle, and they
'&r&sﬂl ou‘t !gt(; l?'i(i ! H{ndson, thé hicnic
P onal, wled well, an

‘wi'(_:t'kh?s for 43.{ : =X LBH oo
! second team was heavily
at Old Hilby 118to 176, E. E
(88) was top scorer for the losers

defeated
Whately

'BLYMHILL v. WOLVERHAMPTON
POLICE

Played on the ground of the form
Saturday, the home team winnl:; 02
well-contested match by 8 runs.  Bcore 1—

BryuanL.—R. D. 8mith b Holgate 12,
A. Hughes b Holgate 0, F. Avellll, b
8. Ballance 2, R. Htchen b Ilclgate 11,
D. 8wift st Eccleston b 8. Ballance 1,
H. N. Hill ¢ Rawlins b 8. Ballance 6, J.
Ridley b Holgate 8, E. Hill b Holgate 0,
D. R. Ford ¢ Eccleston b Holgate 8, A.
R. Craig not out 6, 8. Medlicott ¢ and b
Holgate 5; cxtras 5,—Total, 58,

WOLYERHAMPTON POLICE.—~QG. Tingue
¢ E. Hill b Medlicott 1, II. Phillips h
b ‘Hitchen 5, C. White ¢ Swilt b Medilcctd
10, J. Holgate ¢ Medlicott b Hitchen 4
W. Eccleston b Hitchen 1, G. Doble not
out 14, 8, Ballance b Hitchen 8, T, Maish
b Hitohen 2, Q. Ballance b Hitchen 1,
T Haker ¢ H., N, Hill b Hitchen 2, ¢,
Rawlins-run out 14 ext.as 8.—Tolal, t2,

At Westbromwich on Monday, S8amuel
William Pearson (25), of 8t. Quentin
Street, Pleck, Walsall, was summoned
for smoking a cigarette while driving
a public service vehicle, Defendant was
driving a motor-coach conta'ning pas.
sengers and was seen to be smoking a
cigarette.  Chief Supt.  Tucker snid
this was the first case of its kind
that had been brought into that court.
The Stipendiary said as that was the
fivst prosecution of its kind he would
merely order the defendant to pay the

COosts,
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STAFFORDSHIRE'S FIGHT
FOR RUNS .

EIGHT WICKETS DOWN

Losing three wickets for 40 runs, Staffordshire made a poor
start in the two-day fixture against All India which began at

Stoke to-day.

The recovery which followed was made possible by L. E.
Gale and H. W. Homer, who were associated in a partnership

which took the score to 114,

Gale played a fine innings of 66, including seven 4's, but
his dismissal was followed by that of Homer, and five wickets

were down for 118,

Following Homer’s dismissal, wickets fell rapidly, and eight
were down with the total standing at only 148.

A feature of the match was the brilliant fielding of the All
India players, and of Lall Singh in particular, ) .

The visit of the All-India cricket team
to Stoke to-day to play the Staffordshire
County side proved a big attraction. and
an hour before the game was due to
start there was a large crowd of spec-
tators watching the visitors open thelr
shoulders with a little practice in front

of the pavilion.

The weather was Clw% but fine, and it djg
not appear likely that there would be mucl
interruption of the play, which to-day com-
menced at noon and will continue until 7 p.m.,
thus affording workpeople an opportunity of
seeing a little of the play this evening. X

The wicket. which had been covered all week,
was hard and firm, and likely to favour the
batsmen.

TEST PLAYERS OMITTED. .

-India’s leam did not include four o
th:‘]:'nen who represented them in the Test
Match with England, and it was disappoint-
ing that two of these should bz the rqut
interesting bowlers—M. Nissar, who bowled
both Butcliffe and Holmes in the Test, ﬂand
Amar Singh, who heads the team's bowling
averages. The other two Test absentees were
C. E. Palla, the left-handed bowler and 8.
Nazir Ali, one of the most reliable batsmen.

In their places the visitors included N. D.
Marshall, 8. R. Godambe, Ghulam Mahomed,
and B. E. Kapadia. The last-named is the
reserve wicket-keeper, and although Naole, the
first cholce for wicket-keeping, was on the
team, it was decided to let Kapadia take the
place behind the gtumps.

BARNES’ DISTINCTION

t time sn all-Indlan side were at
st:l?eer fn 1911, and there was a link with
that period by the presence of Sldney Barnes
in Staffordshire’s team. He was chiefly
responsible for Staffordsihre's wonderful vic-
tory over All-India on that occasion with a
match return of 14 'wickets for 29 runs, and
it is a tribute to his wonderful skill that he
is still rgurdcd as one of the mainstays of

ordshire.

st’x;“fi!w county side was as sclected, G. Bedg-
wick, the Leck bowler, making his first appear-
ance of the season. The teams were:—

gtaffordshire—H. W. Homer (captain), W.
#. Ellerker, L. H. Crump, E. P. Cross, L. E.
Gale, E. Mayer, Q. Bedgwick, J. 8. Heath,
Barnes, Lockett, Taylor,

All-India.—C. K. Nayudu (captain), J. G.
Navle, 8.2H. M. Colah, 8. Wazir All, N. D.
Marshall, Lall 8ingh, 8. R. Godambe, Johangir
Khan, B. E, Kapadia, Ghulam Mahomed, J.

Naoomal,

STAFFORDSHIRE BAT FIRST

Crump Dismissed With Only
Six Runs Scored

gtaffordshire won the toss and, of course,
elected to bat first, the game starting promptly

to time,

There was an attendsnce of about 1,000
when L. E. Gale (Dudley) and L. H. Crump
(Burglem) opened the innings.

Gale opened the score with a single through
ihe slips off Johanger Khan's sgecond ball,
Khan's partner In the attack was Nayudu,
and he opened with a maiden to Gale.

It was a quiet siary, Ior only three singles
had been scored in four overs before Crump,
with his favourite legz-hook, took a couple off

Khan.
A GOOD CATCH

He was content merely to defend against
Nayudu, however, until he was out to a half-
hearted sort of shot with only six scored. He
attempted to pull Nayudu round to leg, but
falled to time the ball properly, and Naocomal,
at sguare leg, took a good catch with his rl%ht
hand as the ball was travelling away from him.

It had nceded a quarter-of-an-hour to obtain
these six runs, but QGale, now partnered by
Barnes—who was accorded a warm welcome—
hit the first boundary of the day with a well-
timed drive through the covers off Khan.

GALE'S BOUNDARIES

Gale added another boundary with a delight-
ful square cut off Khan, but for a couple of overs
Barnes found difficulty in timing Nayudu, who
was making the ball come off the pitch rather
quickly.

Nayudu obviously did rot mean to let the
batsmen settle down, for at 14 he and Khan
went off in favour of Godambe and Mahomed,
the latter -belng the only left-arm bowler in
the team, apar! from Palin, who was not play-
ing to-day. '

‘Mahomed's first over gave Barnes the chance
to open his account with a single through the
silps, but-God imbe started with two maidens.
Then QGale goaare cut him to the boundary,
sendirg 20 up after ncarly 40 minutes’ play.

The best sh.t of the match so far, however,
came in Godarabe's fourth ovés, Barnes straight
drle\éi;g the bell to the boundary at lightning
speed, ;

Although, the scoring 8o far had been rather
slow, it was noteworthy that of the first 30
runs 20 had come from boundaries.

BARNES DISMISSED
At 31 Khan and Nayhdu returned, but
bowled at opposite ends compared with the
start of the gume, and in Khan's second over
further disaster befel Staflfordshire, Barnes
being smartly caught behind the wicket, Barnes

gggtg‘md scored eight, was succecded by J. 8.

At the fall of the second wicket, Nayudu had
delivered sever. overs, and had only conceded a
single run, but Gale rather spoiled the Indian
captaln’s analyses by taking seven runs in his
next over. i

Heath's stay was short, for he had scored only
& single when te touched a fast ball from Khan
and was caught by Colah in the slips. Thus
thres of the bist batsmen had gone with only
40 scored, and much responsibility devolved on
Homer, who fnllowed.

FIFTY REACHED
Homet began cautiously, but at length he
pulled Khan to the leg boundary, sending 50 up
after 70 minuie's Elay.
At B8, the tourists tried thelr fifth bowler,
Marshall superseding Nayudu, and two runs
later Naoomal! went on in place of Khen.
Naoom2!'s slow lobs were of the temipting

varlety, but at the start his length was
good to allow of any liberties belgg taken, 09
QGale and Homer remalned together unti]
lunch, when 69 runs were on the hoard, the
ruselt of 1§ hours' play, Gale then beirig 40
and Homer 13, Homer, however, might have
been out last over but one fag Lall 8ingh

dropped
o ppec o tremendously hard chance at myy.

LUNCHEON CEREMONY

All-India Players Presented to
Lord Mayor

The resumpiion was delayed 20. m
owing to the luncheon Interval being 1‘2,‘,';3
than usual. This was because of the presenta-
tion of the All-India cricketers to the Lord
Mayor (Ald. Miss A. Farmer), S8he
welcomed the visitors, on whose  behalf
Captain Nayudu replied. 8ir Joseph Lampb’
M.P., was also present at the lunch. o

Gale and Homer resumed batting to ' the
bowling of Johangir Khan and Nayudu, ang
Gale went a step nearer his hul!-century' with’
a beautiful leg glide which Colah stopped on
the boundaryhedgc.

Gale made his first mistake in the nex
for he edged a ball into the slips, and all%lg::}.{
the ball flew rather wide of him, Colah who
dropped the catch at first slip, would' nine
times out of ten have held it.

GALE'S FIFTY

Without further incident, how
reached his 50. an effort which hugv&rﬁen%‘}lc
one hour and three quarters. Apart from u:n
Ot piomia. e ot el fing1 had been
withou emish, the total at th
80 G had Hit six 4's s point being

Gale had now scttled down as
|as before. and he won the anplaen nodror;t}:y
|crowd, which was now_ about 2,000, with L
other perfectly executed square cut’ o Kh""
/the ball flashing along the ground to gn):‘
boundary at s great pace. All the first 1e
runs after the resumption came from G 7
b‘;:h“ la.g. H?lr;aelr m':ved off the unluckva]fa'
with two beautiful cuts past cover- '
carned him six runs, point, which

CENTURY HOISTED

At 94, Godambe relleved Khan L
century was reached after the ln'nh?:: ﬁhﬁ
been in progress 2 hours and 8 minutes .yua
before this stage. the scoring had quicten, "‘g
down to such an extent that only one nc
had beva scored in slx conscecutive overs b:R
immediately three figures had been rcaéhcd
the batsmen spurted and six runs came in
one over from Nayuda. This resulted 1
Naoomal going on {n place of hig cnpt,alnn
but while the ecoring again slowed down it
:a]%ichieﬂyL l])lccaglsc hor the All-Indians’ fine

elding. a ngh, In partt v
positively brlltlllnnt. particular, was

Homer continued to wait for the losee-
but he had just reached the 30's whenuﬁet;wi
hig partner, who played forward to Godambe
misted the ‘ball. and was clean bowled, mHe
had batted two hours and 20 minutes for
his fine innings of 66, which included seven
4's. He was succeeded by E. Mayer the
L.M. and B, club’s professional. o

HOMER'S CAREFUL INNINGS

As 50 often hanpens, Homer did not 1on
survi}:g hlsﬂpatrtnﬁr. rfcn- at 118 he was wcxgl
caug at first slip for a carefully ¢
34, including six boundarles. ¥ cdfpiled

Once again the game had become very even
but that Staffordshire still had some good
batsmen was indicated by Mayver, who when
joined by Ellerker, turned QGodambe to the
square leg boundary, and in two overs hit u
hen eventually Ellerk iy

en eventually erker faced
however, he was clean bowled beroreN ?\%Om:k
scored. This was at 126, and three wickets
had fallen for the addition of 12 runs,

Again Lall 8ingh won a great burst of
applause when, racing to the boundary, he
prevented a shot by Mayer from earning the
full reward by jumping a good ten feot tq
grab the ball on the ring-side.

STAFFORDSHIRE
L E Cale b
L H Crump o Nsoomal b Nayuau ..,
Barnes ¢ Kapadia b Khan ..
J 8 Henth o Oolah b Khan .
H ¥/ Homer ¢ Nayudu b Naoom
E Mayor st Kapadia b Maeomal
W M Ellerker b Naoomal .....

dg not out
Lockatt Ibw b Na-omal .
E P Cross mot 0.
Extras ...

Total (for 8 wkis) 159

Taa godve,

Umpires: J, C, Rupbl
(OMiddesex). ub ei(m“” and D. H. Tregear
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TAYLOR'S FINE BOWLING
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After gaining a lead of 47 runs, Staffordshire collapsed in
their second innings against All-India at Stoke to-day, six wickets
falling for 74 runs, although L. H. Crump batted soundly for 30.

The improvement which followed was due largely to the
wund batting of Mayer, and at the tea interval, the home county
were 189 runs ahead with four wickets in hand.

The home county’s advantage was gained as the result of
wmé brilliant bowling by C. J. Taylor, the Burslem professional,
he outcome being the dismissal of All-India for 162 runs.

Taylor captured all six wickets which fell this morning—
four of them were clean bowled—and he finished with the
excellent analysis of seven wickets for 61 runs.

The chief features of the All-India batting this morning were
the steady resistance of S. R. Godambe, and his last wicket
prtnership with Ghulam Mahomed, which yielded 26 runs.

11 ever-changing struggle between
y.lpdla and Btaffordshire yesterday
} ke game in a most Interesting posi-
zL:dthen it was resumed on the Stoke
Lu8. Club's ground this morning.

Ater o day of struggling for runs, Stafford-
e foally completed thelr innings with a
md vagginz of the tall, which produced 70
rs for the st two wickets, and in one and
arequarters of an hour last night the Minor
(szty dismissed four of the All-India batsmen
B eemed well placed Wwith 50 on Lhe
vad for one wicket, but a coupie of well-
czrd successes to Barnes was followed In
& g ver of the day with the capture of
Nyvs wicket, the tourists’ captain being
Sy run out. Thus, the match was
=zl today with the visitors exactly 140
73 tevnd with gix wickets in hand, P

SYISTERDAY'S ATTENDANCE "®

aterda the wav, there was an atten-
Jtnl mzir?yymoo—\hc exact figures are not
w muable—and with the weather remaining
d‘_'zn'y;mfd likely that to-day's attendance
wd be equally good. Yesterday's ' gate”
n; tezer even than last year against the New
laizders, and therefore the success of the
paich was assured.

CAME RESUMED

Colah Shows Glimpses of
Forceful Batsmanship

Pay commenced five minutes late, 8. H. M.
Uan and Lall, Bingh, who were not out
azizht with scores of 13 and none respec-
b7, cntinuing thelr innings against Barnes
4 Taylor,

Tz Wter had the first over, and Colah
i an easy single off the first ball. This
¥27l1 him against Barnes, and after being
2 tBoultle with the first three balls of the
¥mny over, he hooked the fourth brilliantly
% 2 kg boundary,

Td aud powerfully bullt, Colah has won
‘7 bmself 8 reputation as a forcing batsman,
©d b cantinued to make progress with an-
@z poaerful straight drive off Barnes, which
wid the g2cond boundary of the morning.
Ltvo overs, Barnes had conceded 10 runs,
B e of which were credited to Colah.
i 7 Tajlor who had been, so far, more
ot o play, bis fast, good length howling
b the batsmen on the defensive. and

&7 e runs were cbtained from his frst
82 gierg,

TAYLOR'S TWO WICKETS

bk ¥4 Taglor, 100, who effected a separuticn,
1‘7:“ wding 14 10 his overnight score. Cclah
Lized a tall which nipped off the pitch, and
(,n E¥0 oyt lbw., This was at B85, and
I o micceeded Colah, who 1n his hard-hit
,T‘ tour boundaries and a three.
h:“! Caan's dismiseal, Lall 8ingh. who had
44 3 minutes for twg runs, livened 1p, and
wv@ applause for a glorious Jate cut and an
?,"7 bze leg-glance, eacn of which won
Ana. The result was hat the century
"WW ifter 2 hours and 20 minutes batt-

.24 Lall Bingh's boundaries were at the
"% of Ta lor, but the Burslem professional
% f"eflze 8t 102, when another Leaull-
:L:.“ beal lall 8ingh, and shattered his
i ey YIFS 10 muccesses this morning
Sros? @talned in seven overs at a cost of

h"’mg a0t have been another wicket one
e lof when Mulahall cut a ball quickly

'S e tlips and point, Lockelt made a
Gy dive from third sitp to try and hold
;

2 Just got his right hand to it, but
jn"muna the ball’s progress, could not
13

113, Leg . o -
bew Kell went on for Barnes, who ha
h‘;-m‘,“.‘m’“‘ the All-India innings up to

“%. b3 26 overs having ccst 56 runs.

S MORE WICKETS
E'd{x nlinued to bowl at the other end,
kg Riined his third guccess of Lne 1nnings
g,zﬁu”mﬁll appearing to Little
wu‘("ﬁl'ﬂ_i medium paced delivery
gty o0 10€ off 10 take 1o Lic off-slump
B2 Jfeemed to be able to get plenty of
iy We ball, and one delivery broke so
%} ¥ log that 1t passed well wide of
L and the wicket-keeper, and
i)ﬂweyh““f the first bye of the innings
Y4 gy 4 trally bowllng, however, Lockett
o N,:O 'u'oublw)me to the batsmen as
Rty ) 8310 broke a partnership which
& han, “tume dangerous by clean bowle
tg ‘!3“1! Knan a1 136, ‘The reuring bats-
Rtg{,} ¥ell inside a ball that went away
T mec}?-n Lhe of-stump.
[Ton “mu""'r“‘ bail of Taylor's which
B4y o tckly, had proved difficult to
”L'Jl“uXig 8nd 1n s next over, with
Bt eppng Lt 136, he again used 1t to good
Qdm“?m 12 playing insige it and turnin
38 Burpged o A urning
: DT o find hig wicket

Wien o
G 4m Mabemed went in 1

3, D2t the L i
0 1 bcnfndlm lest wicket, All.
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E oy, Seine] - Thovodhan, 7 Tk 1152- 1

Te BRILLIANT CATCH

Yay 3098 ahould have concluded at 151,
L""-'-'nra 0ed mutined & epinner from
'4’.&1 fl;e tiied the ball Lo racrt leg. Ellerker
Qg fAh well, and then, o toe
k‘l;.tﬁ Ligely w"ﬁ:‘*’d. let the 'l,all drop. It
h‘hd Drom ‘l' & cuatly gn.a'.uktu 10, It.;r
vl L “ONPLY pulled Tuylor splendicly
Tty o 080y, urd Godambe, wiln a
Y e E““ Wt Lockcett for gix

4 18 ‘)*'f.".er' Ellerker mace amends for
Ky, ﬂlv‘i}ih 3 balant catch.  Aguin
v oy e bl thig tme i oppesition
=) e o Elleszer, running from the elps
Hrules C CKEL, hed the Lall pafely, while
Tay, m;l;m‘o‘tr on the ground.

e, 3Teq s e resistance of Godumbe,
ﬁ"\m mmgl for & well-played 28. Al
Y b pag

0 the extent of 47 runs,
bowled wanderfully well,

had captured all the aix wickets which had
fallen this morning. and during that period his
analysls was:—16.3 overs, 3 maidens, 39 runs
6 wickets. His full anaylsis was seven wickets
for 61 runs—a performance equal to any he
has even accomplished for the County,

Staffordshire had ten minutes batting before
lunch, Gale and Crump sccring scven runs
witheut loss.

LIGHTNING CATCH
Gale Dismissed on Game’s

Resumption

Godambe and Nayudu had charge of the
bowling when the game resumed after lunch,
and only two runs had been added when Gale
‘was out to a lightning catch in the slips by
3. Wazir All off Nayudu's bowlhing. QGale hag
grored.all . the  nine_guns that. were on. thg
board at 'this potnt.

On Barnes joining Crump. both the batsmen
got quickly off the mark, the fcrmer )ate
cutting Godambz In classic style for three.

SEVEN OVERS—SIX MAIDENS

Nayudu was bowling equally as wecl) as he
did at the start of the first innings. Six of
his seven overs up to row had been maidens,
and the only score off him was a coupie.
Godambe was hardly so certain ¢! his length.

‘Twenty went up after half-an-hour’s batting,
and four runs later Gedambe gave way tn the
left-hander, Ghulam Mohamed, who, with the
last ball of his opening over, ddsmissed Barnes,
Lall Singh making a good catch in the slips,

Scoring, agalnst Johangir Khan, who hgaq
taken over from Nayudu, and Mochamed, was
very slow, another scven overs Jvoducing only
10 rurs. At 37, Nayudu returned in place of
Khan, and again the change was successful,
for in the first over, and without addition to
the total, he got the wicket of Heath, who
apprared to be bowled off his pads. \Vith this
success. Nayudu had delivered eight overs,
i seven of which were maldens, for two wickets
B a cost of two runs.

With one run added, another disaster befe]
Staffordshire. Homer, the newcomer, played
a ball from Godambe to leg, and both batsmen
began to run, Then they hesitated and turned
back, and before Homer could regain the
crease. the ball had been returned and he was
run out by a yard. Four wickets had now
fallen since lunch for only 38 runs, and there
now seemed a possibliity of a definite finish.

IMPROVED SCORING

There was an improvement in the scoring
when Mayer joincd Crump, for the lacter was
credited with a five when there was a four over-
throw following a sharp single.  This wus
debited to Nayudu, who conceded seven in that
over. while Mayer opened his account by cutting
Mohamed to the leg boundary, thus sending
50 up in exactly an hour.

The fielding ar atd India cricketers was again
winning the warm appreciation of a crowd
which had grown to between 2,000 and 3,000,
and both Nayudu and Gr)dnmbg deserved
special recognition for the manner tiney stopped

urns.
h“:inl\';zr and Crump looked like putting up a
| goud stand, but when they had added cxactly
30 runs their partnership should have beep
broken, for when Nacomal wus called upen
for the nOrst time, Mayer was missed in the
shps by Godambe.

Godambe soon geined recompense for in his
next over, with the score at 69, he clean bowled
I Crump, who had made cxactly 30 in 1} hovrs.
Ellerker was quickly off the mark, driving the
first ball he reccived to the boundary, but he
agaln had a short stay, for at 74 he lifted g
ball towards mid-off, where Lall Singh, fulling
full length, held the ball an inch from the
ground,

It was another instance of the alert flelding
of this favourite of the crowd,

9TAPFORDBNIRE
L E Gale b Qodambg

L M Crump o Maoomal b Nayudu .' 02
Barnay o Kapadia b Khan . B
J 8 Moath o Golah b Hhan o 1
H W Momar ¢ Nayudu b Haocomal ) 34

C Mayor of Kapadia b Naooemal
W W Ellerkes b Maoomal b
G Sedgwick p Khan ?
ls.o'.';w'l:l e b Manomo) e W
- FO3s ¢ Golah b :
Vayler not g han v
Entragy "
10

Yotal

09



exam

Mecembers of the All-Indla cricket team, before recommencing thei 3
visited the Eafle Pottery of Messrs. J. and G. Meakin, Ltd. Hznte e e ey this mg
ning some of the firm’s ware in the showrcoms, and Interested in one of the processes.

Second Innings

L E Cave ¢ Warir Ali b Nayudu ...
L H Crumn b Godamhbe s
Barnes ¢ Lall Bingh b Mahomed
J 8 Heath b Mayudu
H W Homer run oul
€ Mayeor not out A
W H Ellerker ¢ Lall Singh b Naoomal .
G Ssdgwick not oul .

Citras

Tolal (for & whkis) ... 142
ALL INDIA

J G Navle ¢ Bedgwick b Barnes ..
J Macom.l h Taylor &
8 Warr Al lhw b Barnes
C K MayuCu run out .
3 W M Colah (bw h Taylol
Lalt Singh b Tayler . . ...
3 1 Godamha not eut
0D Marsrhrall b Taylor .. ..
J Khan b Taylor . —
B E Kapatha b Taylor i
GChutam Mahamed o Ellerker b Ta

Extrag

ylor

Total . 5 s 162
BOWLING ANALYSIS
BtafforCshire--First Innings

R. w.

"7 ]

i S

o 1

4 0

a "

X {

R. w.

Barnes bl ¢

Taylor LI 1

| lockett 4 0
! Lilerier W .e

19

In these * Sentinel” pictures the




STAFFORDSHIRE FAIL TO

VICTORY

&

MATCH WITH ALL-INDIA ENDS
IN A DRAW

Time did not allow of a definile
concluslen being rcached in  the
Staffordshire and All Indla cricket
match which ccncluded at Stoke yester-
day, but at the finish the couniy had
fully malintained their reputation of
doing well agalnst touring teams, and
the v'sitors were in a very tight corner.

As on the first day, yesterday’'s play was very
changeable, neither side being on top for long.
but when stumps were drawn Staffordshire
had so much the better of the position that

All-India needed 85 to save the game and had |

only four wickets in hand.

Vzhcn the match started yesterday morrun%
it appeared unlikely that a definite finis!
would ever be within reach, but Taylor, the
Bursiem professional, had such a fine spell of
bowling . that the All-India Innnings was
brought to a conclusion befors lunch, leaving
them 47 runs in arrear on the first innings.
Taylor took all the six wickets that fell during
the morning for 30 runs, and had a complote
analysis of T for 61,

MAYER'S FINE INNINGS

Then the fortunes of the match veered rcund
and in the early part of the aftefhoon Al-
India were well on top. Apart from & sound
defensive innings by Orump, there was no-one
who could sy long, and when Crump was
dismissed, five wickets were down for 60. Five
runs later Ellerker went, and there were pros-
pects of a complete collapse.

E. Mayer, the L.M.8. player, however, once
again showed his steadiness in a crisis, and
found in Q. Sedawick a fine partner. Bedg-
wick did not bother much about scoring. but
he held his end up confidently, while Mayer
attacked the bowling with zest. The result
was that the pair added 68 runs, taking the
score to 142 at the tea interval. This placed
Staffordshire 189 runs ahead, and the innings
was declared, leaving All-India one and a half
hours to get the runs, with a possible extra
half-hour.

In his 57. not out, Mayer had eight 4's, while
Sedgwick was undefedted with 20 to his credit.

ALTERED TACTICS

All-India apparently had visions of making
a bid for victory, for they changed their bat-
ting order and sent in Nayudu and 8. Wazir
All to open the innings. Nayudu soon departed
being lbw to Taylor with only nine runs scored,
but with Colah and Wazir All together the
visitors still went for the runs. They soon had
40 on the board, and then came a minor
coilapse which forced them to change their
tactics and play for a draw. Waazir Al left at
43, and at 50 both Colah and Lall 8ingh were
gent back. Mahomed was bowled at 63 and
at 77 Johangir Khan was dismissed.

This brought the two regular opening,
batsmen, Navle and J. Naoomal together.
Neither arc forcing batsmen, and in the cir-
cumstances they were content to defend.
They were still together when stumps should
have been drawn, but Staffordshire claimed
the extra half-hour to try and force home their
advantage, but the two batsmen continued to
defend. and when the score had becn advanced
to 94 without further loss the game was left
drawn.

In the second lnnln%s. Barnes claimed three
wickets for 29 runs, Taylor taking the other
three at & cost of 50 runs, and therefore had
the finz match return of 10 wickets for 111
runs.
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STAFFORDSHIRE
L E Qale b Codambs . ... ... ..
L H Crump ¢ Nacomal b Mayudu
Barnes ¢ Kapadia b Khan ...
J 8 M:ath o Colah b Khan .
H W Homer ¢ Nayudu b Nacomal .
E Mayer st Kapadia b Naoomal .
W 1t Elterker b Maocomal .
Q BSedgwick b Khan .. ...
Lookelt Ibw b MNaoomal .
€ P Cross ¢ Colah b Kha
Taylor ot eut .

Extras .

~

Total ..o 209
Sscond Innings

srr

DpgmI*

atrag ...

Total (fer & whis) .......183
Innings deslared
ALL INDIA
Navie n.mhml b Barnes ...

:-O.ﬁl-
Ixg
z
2
2
3
2

olsh Ibw b Ta
1l linp b Taylor .

M
Q not out
Marsrhrall b Taylor .

han

-1 L4 d

Exatran ...

Total ..ooooiiviniqurennninin
Sesond Innings

J G Navie not out ..
J Naoomal not eut .
8 Warir All ¢ Heath b Barnes

0 K Nayudu lbw b Taylor
$ H M Colah |bw b Barnes
Lall 8ingh b Tayior ..
Jehangir Khan b Tayler .
Ghulam Mahomed h Barnes
Extras

-
21
-

Total (for § whte) ......... [ 1]
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Staffordshire—First Innings
0 M, R

e 282,08 L.
.28 ‘

Khan
Nayudu
Godambe
Marshall
Mahomed
Naocoma|

o 1

L
viee W s
Second Innings

wunin DB cown

Nayudu

Khan - ..
tindamha
Naoomal
Warir All
Mahomud

_—D O

Barnes
Taylor
Lockett
Ellerker

co-rnd

Taylor ...
Barnes

Lockett
Ellerker

Cowm




CRICKET

. - Staffs, v. All India

COUNTY’S GOOD SHOW
AGAINST TEST PLAYERS

By “THE ORITIO"

For the fourth time in five yeara a
Touring Test team from the  British
Dominions was seen on the old county
ground, Stoke, on Wednesday ‘and Thurs-
day, when the All Indians_ opposed Staf-
fordshire, and for the fourth time the big
oceasion  wag . favoured with . brilliant
weather, A crowd of nearly 4,000 gave
(Llhe Indians & warm welcome on Wednes-
ay. .

The Indlans rather disappointeqd some
of us hy rcsting both of their two leading
bowlers, Nissar and Amar Singh. Staf-
fordshire placed a good sido in the fleld,
though the omlszion of Btanley Crump
gave rise to a good deal of criticlem, 1
cannot pretend to agree with the com-
mittee in this, for the younger Crump
has pbundantly proved his value,

Btaffordshire went in first on a good,
fast wicket. L. E. tale and L. H. Crump
ggened the batting, and the bowling was

ared by Jehangir Xhan and Nayudu,
Both are medinm-pace right-arm bowlera,
and the first-named jmpréssed during the
day as the Indiaus’ best attncker. With
scarcely any run he is quick off the pitch
and he can _make the ball swing away
very late. Both .batsmen opened cau-
tiously, and only six runs had heen scored
when Crump obliged Nayudu by playing
a leg ball to Naoomal's right hand nt
short leg. This was o rather serious
error, and though dale and larnes jm.
proved the position somewhat by adding
26, three wicketa were down at 40,
Jehan'eir Khan, having changed ends, got
the famous professional caught at’ the
wicket, and 8 rung later got rid of Stan-
ley Heath, who edged a swinger and was
beautifully caught in the slips.

Then came’ an.invaluable stacd bv Gale
and Homer. The Dudley man kept flash-
ing out a brilllant off-stroke at intervals,
and Homer picked out the right ball for
& couple of fine on-hits, besides emulating
his partner with an excellent cut to the
rails. In_ spite of frequent bowling
changes the pair umya} together 80
minutes and added 74 for the fourth
wicket. Gale played the best cricket of
the day, his defence being straight and
sound and his offside play aggressive and
polished. He hit geven fours, and his only
mistake was a difficult chance in the slips
with his score at 42. Homer soon followed
him, putting one of the slow leg-breaks
up in the slips after batting an hour and
a-half aund hitting six fours,

Half the side was out for 118, and the
slow bowler proceeded to cause a collapse
in the bhatting until Gordon Redgwick,
after a streaky start, settled down to
play soundly, and Oross knucked Naocomal
oft by going right to the pitch of the
ball and hitting him hefore the spin could
operate. The-pair treated tha spectators
to the brightest bit of batting they saw
all day, and added a priceless 50 in hali-
an-hour. Taylor, with a coujle of good,
clean hits to the on-boundarv, sent up
the second hundred, and Bedgwick got
perhaps his hest stroke by turning
Jehangir Khan to the leg boundary, but
the next ball had him beaten, and the
innings closed at &7 for a respectable if
not a very big score.

The Indians started batting at 5.20
against Barnes and Taylor, the ovening
pair being Naoomal and Navle. The bowl-
ing wag Ro accurate that the batsmen were
pegged down, but after the ap]plicauon
of the roller Barnes could make little im-
pression with finger-spin. However, Navle
was fortunate to get his first runs by edg-
ing him hetween the wicket keeper and
first sHP to the boyndary. With only 21
scored In 40 minufes, vlor completely
beat Naoomal with a fine tall that seemed
10 go with his arm to hit the middle and
off stumps, and Wazir Al had no sooner
joined Navle than the latter should have
been caught close in_at point by Ellerker
fromn Barnes. The pair batted with grent
care, .but Barnes &¢ffected the senaration,
gemnr Navle well caught low down at
short, leg at 51. Before the close the Indian
Captain was run out owing to a misunder-
standing with his partner, and go Stafford-
shire ended the day with rather the hetter
of the position, All India being 140 behind
with six wickets in hand.

THURSOAY'S PLAY

Thursday, was another jdeal day, and a
crowd of fully 3,000 watched the play with
unahated iuterest, The Btafordshire team
again more than held theilr own, and when
stumps  were drawn had e.tablished @
winning position  after dcclaring their
gecond innings olosed ap e tes: imterval.

The morning’s play wans characteriped by
a very fine plece of howling by Tavidr.
He hit the wicket four times, and took
aix wicknts for 39 rans. Burnes could get
no assistance from the pitch, and enjoyed
no luck, whilat Lockett aleo had an un.
ln&ky npe{l,

tufforduhive had o Toad of 47, nnd lost
four wickets for 38 In the second innings.
Crump and_ Mayer steadied the batting,
and added 31 hefore Crump tried to pull
o straight " all and played all acrosg it
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after batti.g soundiy for an nour and a-
half. As in ‘the first innings, Gordon Sgda-
wick had an uncertain start, several balfa
going off the edge, hut he settled down,
and got well on top of the bowling. Mayer
again played an cxcellent innin 8, his
cutting and hooking lbeing attraot ve fea-
tures of a sound all-round display.  He
reached 60 in an hour and a-quarter, and
when the closure was applied, the pair
had put on 68 in 50 minutes.

The Indians were left with 190 to get in
a little more than an hour and a-half
and ngain fared hadly asnlnst Barnes and
Taylor. Theg lost six wicketa for 77. but
Naoomal and Navle, their usual opénin
Enir, pln{ed out time, with Lockett anc

llerker bowling for {he last quarter of
an hour, At the close they were 95 bepind
with four wicketa in hand.

Scores and analysis :— -

Staffordshire (1st innings): L. E. Gale
b Godambe 66, L. II. Crump ¢ Naoomal b
Nayudu 65, Barnes ¢ Kapadia b Jehangir
Khan 8, J. 8. Heath ¢ Colah b’ Jehangir
Khan 1, H. W. Homer ¢ Nayudu b
Naoomal 34, E. Mayer st Kapadia b
Naocomal 13, W. H. Ellerker b aoomal
0, G. Sedgwick b Jehangir Khan 27,
Lockett lbw h Nnoomal 6. E. ' Croes o
Colah b Jehangir Khan 27, Tay) r not out,
13, extras 10: total 209,

Staffordshire 2nd  innings) —Qale o
Wazir Ali b Naudu 9, Crump h Godambe
30, Barnes ¢ Lall Bingh b hulam
Mahomed 4, Heath by Nayudu 9. Homer
run out O, Mayer not out 87, Ellerker ¢
Lall Bingh b Naocomal 5, Bedgwick mnot
out, 20, extras 8; total (for six wickets,
declared) 142.

All India (18t innings).~J. Naoonml b
Taylor 13, J. Navle o Bedgwick b Barnes -
16, B. Wazir Ali lbw b Barnes 23, C. K.
Nayudu run out 3, 8. H. M. Colah lhw b
Taylor 27, Lall 8ingh b Taylor 12, B. R. °
(iodambe not out 28, N. D. Marshall b
Taylor 7, Jehangir Khan b Tavior 10, B,
E. Kapalia b Tavlor 0, Ghulam Mahomed
¢ Ellerker b Taylor 18; extras 5; total 162,

All India (2nd inninge).—Nayudu Ihw b
Taylor 3. Wasir Ali o Heath b Barnes 15,
Colah 1bw b Barnes 30, Lall Singh b Tav-
lor 1, Ghnlam Mahomed Ifq Barnes 1,
Jehangir Khan b Taylor 18, Nnoomal not
out 16, Navle not out’'7, extras 3; total (for
six wickets) 94,

Staffordshire.—~First innings: Jehangir
Khan, 26.2 overs, 6 maidens, 67 runs, 4
wickets: Nayudu, 26—11—44—1; Godambe,
22—9—35—1; Ghulam Mahomed, 4—0—8—0;
Marshall, 3—0—6—0; Naoomal, 17—2—39—~
4. Becond Innings: Jehangir Khan, g—1
—19—0; Nayudu, 18—8—31—2; (lodambe,
12--4—26—1; Ghulam Mohamed, 12—1—37
—1; Naoomal, 8—-4—9-1; Warir All, 3—0—
18—0. R

All India.—First innings: Barnes, 26
overs, 7 maidens, 56 _runs, 2 wickets; Tay.
lor, 27.3—6—61—7; Lockett, 11—3—30—0;
Ellerker, 3—0—10-0, Second innings:
Barnes, 13—3—29—3; Taylor, 14—2—50—3;
Lockett, 6—2--9—0; Ellerker, 4—1—3—0.
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'FAIL BEFORE

YORKSHIRE’S

KEEN ATTACK

.  Dismissed For
116

. HALL'S FINE
* " BOWLING

The Staffordshire County Cricket Clut
have suffered severely from rain-ruined
matches in the last couple of years, but

‘the weather clerk is apparently trying t¢
make amends this scason. an when the
team commenced its third home game of
.the season at Porthill to-day, the
weather was again glarious.

. To-day's weather, by the way, was totally
.different from that which prevailed when the
“first match between the-clubs was played this
geason at Bradford, for on that occasion rain
.dnterfered to such an extent -that Yorkshire
+ad only scored 72 for t&0 when the game was
.abandoned. .
abstlﬂm'dshh'c wer’e repcating the experiment
‘of a late start. commencing to-day at moon

d pla until seven p.m.

‘nColr’npm% with the team which did so well
against All-India, Staffordshire were minus G.
‘Bedgwick. J. 8. Heath, and L. E. Gale. 1In
-their places R, H. Plant and 8. Crump returned
‘to the side, and. for the first time for many
. the 8tafford Club was represented by the
}nclusion of M. H. Cocks, their opening batsman.
i+ That BStaffordshire wcre intent upcn &
‘victory was shown by the fact that they
‘retalned three professionals. Barnes, Lockett
and Taylor. but the Yorkshire side included
‘eight professionals, and altogether six of the
“visitors had played for the yorkshire first team,
+. The match to-morrow will start at 11 o'clock,
“{nstead of 11.30, as_advertised, Yorkshire want-
ing to get away early in order to reach Halifax.
1 A POOR START :
taffordshire were again fortunate to win
't.hs foss thereby galning first use of & good
.wicket. L. H, Crump and M. H. Cocks oper?cd
the innings against Hall. the fast bowler who
did so well against Middlescx a fartnight ago,
Turner.
anldc was a slow start that was made, for 17
balls were dellvered before the first run was
scored, and the total was only four when Cocks
was beautifully caught in the slips off Hall,
Fisher taking 8 ball which was going wide of
him with his left hand,

In half an hour only elght runs were scored,
five of the nine overs at this point being
maidens and all the six runs scored with the
bat being singies. .

staffordshire soon became even worse
placed. for the total had been advanocd to
only nine when Barnes was too late in play-
ing s Hall, who was bowling really fast, and
was beaten by & delivery which just lifted the
off bail as it rose gharply from the pitecha,

F Mayer followed, and immediately made
the first shot which preduced more than a
single, turning ‘Turner to .the leg boundary
peautifully. That was as far as he got, how-
ever, for in the same over he was smartly
stumped, the third wicket falling at 14.

FURTHER DISASTER

Home Captain Bowled by
: Fisher

er, who on Baturday scored a ccntury
angagok three wickets for 8 runs for Old Hill,
succeeded Mayer, but like Crump was forced to
play & defensive game. o L

- Hall was rested at 22, having delivered cignt
overs for seven runs. Fisher. who took his
place, 18 a slow left-arm bowler, and he at once
achieved success for in his first over, with the
total- at 23 he bowled Homer with a fine ball
which broke quickly from the off. The innings
had ‘been in progress an hour at this point,
Crump being seven, and of the 23 runs 19 were
sjngles. When Lockett came in, he cut Fisher

gh the slips for the second boundary of
the match. . .

" Lockett’s arrival brought about an improve-
ment in the rate of scoring. for following his
initial boundary. he took six runs off Turner
in one over, and -had another boundary in
Fisher's next over. . In three overs he had
overtaken Crump, whose contribution at this
stage consisted of ten singles. E

The score had reached 42 when Hall returned
in place of Turner. Lockett had scored 18,
made up of four boundaries and a two, when,
at 49, he was out in rather a curious meanner.
A ball  from Fisher rebounded from the
stumper’s pads on to the wickets dislodging the
balls. At the same time, Lockett stepped out
of his crease and. Buller quickly pulled up a
stump as Lockett struggled to get back. An
afpcal was answered in the bowlers’ favour,
although Lockett appeared dissatisfled with the
decision. = Without addition to the total,
Crump was bowled by, Hall, being the third
victim of the fast bowler.

" ELLERKER INJURED

It hig ,been a good morning's work hLYark-
shire II, ahd their position was quickly im-
proved ‘on the resumption when they capteured
ancother wicket at 57, Before this, however, in
Hall's first over, Staffordshire receved a nasty
blow when Ellerker was hit on the elbow and
had to'retire. Ellerker, who had not scored at
the time, was succeeded by 8. Crump, and it
was this bdteman who was dismissed, being
1bw ‘to Fisher after hitting a boundary off the
previous ball,

Yorkshire also suffered a handicap when
Coats received a telegram that his father was
geriously {ll and he ..ad to lcave for home
unmedintelg. B gt :

Plant, the -young Longton ' player, quickly
reached dc .Lle figures, but at 13 was given a
“J}ife” 'in-the slips by Bedford.

Plant continued to glly brightly until he had

19 to his credit, but then he was caught at the
wicket off Hall, Buller obtaining his third
“victim " of the innings. ;
".On the fall of this wicket Ellerker returned
to partner Cross and the resistance by the tafl
cansed Yorkshire (o make another bowling
change, Hall going off in favour of Bedford at
92. Bedford's first over produced seven runs,
and Ellerker and Cross were still together when
the century was signalled after the innings had
beéen in progress two and a quarter hours.

.At 105, Turner returned te the attack in
plare of Fisher, but it was Bedford who broke
the partnership at 108, Halstead catching Cross
111'1' the long ficld after that player had scored

Meanwhile. Ellerker had made himself the
highest . scorer of the innings, and when the
innings came to a close at 116, with the dis-
missal of Taylor, Ellerker had four boundarics
in*his-unbeaten 24. The innings had lasted
exactly two and a half hours, and the most
outstanding feature had been the bowling of
Hall, who thoroughly deserved his four wickets
f6r 26 runs .

.+ YORKSHIRE'S BAD START

‘- Barnes and Taylor shared the bowli
Yorkshire started their reply, and ]t?x% v:ggi
was only three when Bammes got Bedford lbw

%mm gur;%gr;mf% edseded
W, E. , who su Bedférd, hi
Tend bowler bad hls rewenge’ e muTaen bng:
ad’ reven at 3

bowled Harbord. & 5 when he
= ' Staffordshire
1. H Crump b_Hall, .............
M H Cocks ¢ Fisher b Hall ,
Barnes b Hall a..............
2 E MaSer st Buller b Turn
<= H*'W Homer h Fisner
. Lockett st Buller b Fisher .
: R H Plant ¢ Bnller b Hall ,
8 Crump lbw b Flsher .............
E P Cross ¢ Halstead b Bedford
© W A Ellerker not out
Taylor b Turner
. Extras

-

——

o=

ANADDRN0S

;,O—

Total ...vvevcenrepiranennens

. Yorkshire I,

_ Balstead not out ..
Bedford Ibw b Barnes
W E Harbord b Basnes

Total (for § #Ete), e BB

-

Bo2

22

L. H. Crump and M. H,
Staffordshire’s opening bngll)rfgg'
taking the fleld against Yorkshire 1y’

at Porthlill, tc-day.
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YORKSHIRE 1L

GAIN LEAD

'OF 59 RUNS

Improved Display
In Second
Venture

——e.

_COCKS HITS OUT

. Staffordshire had a big ﬁphlll fight
before them when they resumed their
Minor Counties match agalnst Yorkshire

II., at Porthill to-day.

, A heavy thunder storm brought play to a closc
yesterday an hour before the scheduled time for
drawing stumps, but such progress had been
made that Yorkshire had already gained a lead
of 24 runs and had only lecst five wickets.
Yorkshire had four wickets in hand when the
game was restarted, for H. G. Coates, who had
to go home yesterday becausc his father waz
geriously 11, was an absentee.

Barnes and Lockelt were the opening bowlers
agalnst the overnight not outs, Fisher 40
and Nutton (3), and they got more assistance
from the pitch than at any time yestercay.
Twice in his first over, Nutton cocked up balls
dangerously near a close ring of fieldsmen.
Lockett, too. made the ball “pop” in a manner
which caused Grimshaw some trouble.

FIELDING LAPSES

Nutton played forward in an uncomfortable
manner at both bowlers, and it was not sur-
prising when Lockett bowled him at 144, An-
other six runs had been added when Grim-
shaw had a life, He skied a ball from Barnes,
but the bowler dropped what appeared to be
an easy chance. One run later, Major
Chichester-Constable also had a Jet off. He
skled. a ball from Barnes, and this time
Ellerker dropped the ball running just a little
too far under it. The third flelding lapse of

the morning immediately followed for .
Crump missed the Yorkshire captain in the
Jong field.

. Major Chichester-Constable was hitting

nearly every ball into the alr, and at 156 he
pald the penalty, Plant taking an easy catch
Just behind the bowler, who was again Lockett,
. Lockett gained his third success of the
morning at 158 when Grimshaw hit across a
ood ball and was bowled. In his 49 were
five fours.

Lockett had taken three wickets this mom-
ing for nine runs, but later Buller took two
fours off him in one over, and the total had
reached 175 before the end came, Hall being
caught off Barnes.

ith a record of three for 48, Lockett had
the best analysis, but Barnes' four for 71
would have been far better but for the rather
slack flelding.

Yorkshire had batited for an hour this
morning and had galned a lead of 59 runs,
which, on such a wicket. wag a big advartage,.

SECOND VENTURE

What an advantage Yorkshire's lead gave
them was emphasised when Staffordshire
commenced their second venture, for, although
the wicket was not as suitable to Hall as in
the initia]l innings, he captured a wicket with
his first ball. 8taffordshire had opened with
L H. Crump:and Cocks, and the first ball was
edged by the former into Turner's hands in the
sll&. Turner was Hall's partner in the attack.
: ckett joined Cocks, who strained a muscle
while fielding last night, and had to use 8.
Crump as a runnér, and the total was only
eight when the Stafford baisman gave Fisher a
gharp unaccepted chance in the slips off Hall
{ Lockett was confident, and, off the first
¢ight balls received. he scored 13 runs—three
4's and a single. These were at the expense
©f Hall, and with Cocks hitting Turner for
wo 4's in one over the score reached 22 after
nly 10 minutes' piay. The merry partnership
ame to & ciose &t 32, however, for Lockett,
rying to repeat a beautiful straight drive

hich earmed him his fourth boundary off

all, mistimed the ball. and Major Chichester-
Constable, running backwards f{rom mid-off,
?ook a brﬂ]lf’.c?t catch,
! Whereas kett had been severe on Hall,
Cocks had scored well off Turner, and the
Btafford batsman reached 20 with Kis fourth
bogndan;) adf, Turner's expense,

ung had come v:ith ease, so far, and at 45

Hall gave way to Fisher, his six ov
tor 20 i overs having

¢ MAYER AND COCKS MISSED

" When four, Mayer. was missed at mid-off by
utton, the .suffering bowler being Turncr,

and the latter had another stroke of bad luck

when, in the same’ over, Hall missed Cocks in

the slips ' . .. -

Nutton made amends for his lapse almost at
once, easify catching Mayer off Fishetr at 53,
ana thus with thre¢ men out, Staffordshire
were still six runs ir. arrears. With Barnes in
Hall resumed-in place of Turner, but, without
further loss, the arréars ‘were wiped out,
< Cccks was still batting attractively, and.
after scoring a couple of 4's off Fisher, he
jumped into the !orties by taking seven off the
next over from Hal., ... .. L
* The batting was of an cntirely different
calibre to yesterday, an hour's play producing
72 runs, but at ‘this - 1- Cocks' * attractive
innings came to a8 close when he was caught
near the boundary. off . Fisher.. His 45 runs
included eight 4's.

Hall was proving rather exvensive, and at
81 he was displaced by Bedford. Barnes and
Ellerker, hoWever,” remained together unti]
lunch, when, with e total of 88 for four
Btaffordshire were leading by 27. '

ACCURATE. BOWLING

On the resumption, Barnes and Ellerker had
to face the bowling of Turner and Fisher, and
e£o accurate was their length that only twelve
were added in 25 minutes, ten of these being
singles.

At 98, Barnes' graceful and uséful innings
tt::meuto aaco;lal;‘xslon l;\'hgndhe h:vaa caught in

e slips o €T, ¢ had three boun
in his 20, . darles
“Increasing very slowly, the score crept past
the first innings total, and then Ellerker
Jivened up a little to take a four off each bowler.
The stand between he and  Homer was, if
nothing else, making the possibility of a
Gtaflordshire defeat more remote, and promise
of aladlraw was in hand when rain stopped play
at .

Staffordshire

L H Crump b Hall ...
M H Cocks ¢ Fisher b Hall
Barnes b H

SaDEampes

R H Plant ¢ Buller .
5 Crump lbw b Fisher ...........
E P Cross ¢ Halatead b Bedford
W H Ellerker not out ..

Taylor b

Vi WG
o=
-

Turner
Extras ...

lom

Total ..

Second Innings
L H Crump ¢ Turner b Hall
M H Cocks ¢ Halstead b Fisher
! Jo¢kett ¢ Ma] C-Constable b Hall
. B Mayer ¢ Nutton h Fisher
‘ Barnes e Bedford b Fisher
W T1 Ellerker not out ...

—-
—— -
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S Crump lhw b Hall
E P Cross not ont
Extras

Total (for 8 wkts)
Yorkshire I1.

o ot S TS T

Halstead st Cross h Barnes 22
Redford Ibw b .Barnea 0
W F Harbord h Barnes 22
Turner 1un out ... 4n
» Grimshaw b Lockett 4n
% Fisher ¢ Cross b Taylor 4
* Nutton b Lockett ... .10
! Ml{ Chich#ster Constabla ¢ Plant b Lockett 8
. Buller not out . 8
= Ball e Fllerker b Barnes []
H G Coates ahsent ... 0 -
i EXtras  a..occcvsenmamarens 3

(7 [RRPSURUN, (]
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'BATTING COLLAPSE AT
. PORTHNL = -

' By ‘“ THE CRIYIO™ :
“As a result of Monday's cricket “at
Portliill Yorks. I1, gained so decided an
advantage over Staffordshire that the
close of play found the visitors in &
winning position, for after dismissing
the home county for 116 they replied with
140 for five wickets, and so held a lead
of 24 with five wickets in hand, This
number was, however, reduced to four
by the regrettable circumstance that H,
G. Coates, a voung Bradfurd player who
was appeuring for the first time in the
Yorks Il, XI., was called home at lunch
time owing to the serioug illnees of his
father. -
Yorkshire, eaptained by Major Chiches-
ter-Constable, iacluded several players
who have hed 1st XI. experience, notably
Hall, Turner; aud Fisher., Hall is a
young- fust bowler of wlhiom much is
expected in Yorkshire, and who hag re-
cently achieved scveral very fine per-
formances in the county championship.

Turner and Fisher are both accom-.

plished left hand bals, and Fisher, a
slow -lefi-arm  bLowler, whilst Turner
bowis medium-pace right-arm.
Staffordshire, who were without L, F,
Gale nand J. 8, Heath, gave a further
trial to R, H. Plant, and included for the
first time M. I, Cocks, the Stafford
watsman, The last-named, in hig first
county innings, was up against n first
clags howler of pace in Hall, and he
betrayed a tondeney to feel [or the off
bull ‘which was dungerous, and which
cost him his wicket, for he wag an early
glip victim. Otherwise during his brief
stay hie shaped well, and with more ex-
perience of good class cricket may be a
useful opening batsman for the county.

CHEAP WICKETS ON A FAST PITCH

IT. W, Homer again won the toss, and
Staffordshire were duly pleased with the
prospect of batting fivst, but there was
n complete collupse before some fine
bowling, Only five had been scored
when Cocks fell to a neat one-handed
catel low down in the slips, and four
runs later Barnes had the misfortune
o get a fast ball that came back severnl
inches to take tlie off bail. At that speed
guch u ball is, of course, unplayable, and
would bowl anyone, Bradman included.
Mayer started confidently enough, and
played the first stroke in 40 minutes for
more than a single by turning Turner
heautifully to the fine' leg boundary.
However, hie walked out to the next ball,
missed it, and was easily stumped. Then
Crump and the Captain plodded along

with singles for more than a quarter of
an hour, and had only advanced thé
score to 23 when Homer was beaten by
a little leg-break in trying to turn Fisher
to leg, the left-hander having superseded
Hall, Lockett's batting was a marked
contrast to that which had gone before,
for he soon scored 18 by means of four
boundaries and a two, which was fielded
on the boundary. Hope was aroused that
he and Crump would last till lunch time,
but it was not to be, Lockett was given
out stumped, and Hall, who had resumed
in place of Turner, clean bowled Crump.
Lockett's dismissal wag curious. A leg-
ball reboufided on to the wicket from
the wicket-keeper's pads, but Lockett
was well in his ground. After the
wicket was broken, however, he stepped
out, and Buller promptly picked up the
ball and pulled & stump out. It looked
ag though Lockeit had stepped back in-
gside the crease before the stump was
drnwn, but the umpire decided olher-
wige. It was a great pity, for the bowiing
scemed to have no terrors for Lockett,
and his stepping out of his crense.be{ore.
the ball was deud was a sheer piece of
carelcsgiess., ;

At lunch six wickels were down for 49,
a lamentable start, and on _resuming
things went no better for o time. Hall
was making the ball rear in rather dis-
concerting fashion now, Crump had |.-gen
hit on the body immediately boforq l\(m.g
bowled, and Plant stopped one with his
ribs. Then Ellerker had a vicious ball,
and trying to turn away from it, was hit
nenr the left elbow. He had to retire,
and at 57 Figher slraightened one out to
get Stanley Crump  leg before. feven
wickets for §7 was shocking. Plant anud
Cross bhegan o partial recovery, the
Longion boy batting in really good
style. The wicket added 22 before Plant
foiled to keep away from a fisitig ex-
press, and wag caught by the wicket-
keeper standing back. Ellerker was able

to resume his innings, though his arm
was very badly bruised, and played the
best cricket of the innings. Crosg kept
him company, playing a most useful
innings, as he did against the Indians,
and the score was augmented by a
further 29, including three da=zling off
drives and a square cut to the boundary
by Ellerker. Bedford being tried with
googlies, Cross fell at long-off, and Taylor
tried to drive the wrong ball at tha other
end. The inninge thug closed for 116,
the last three wickets having rather more
than doubled the score.

A LESSON IN RUNNING

When Yorks started batting first after
half-past three, Bedford was a victim of
the wiles of Barnes with only three
scored, but Halstead, a steady and skilful
bat, and W. E. Harbord, a powerful
hitter, added 32 in 25 minutes, and the
amateur straight drove Barneg for six.
However, trying to repeat the stroke, he
was beaten and bowled. Turner iz a
left-hand bat of many strokes and a free,
rttractive style, whom most counties
would be glad of for their 18t team. He
batted confidently, but Halstead, affer
giving a chance of stumping off Barnes,
wag caught in the slips at 56, Then
followed a stand of over an hour by
Turner and Grimshaw, the latter a young
batsman with all the making of a first-
class player. They caused changes in
bowling, and added 64 runs Dbefore
Turner was, unfortunately, out, for he
slipped down in mid wicket, and was
run out, This pair and, indeed, all the
Yorks players who batted, gave the home
side a lesson in how to take short runs.
It is no exaggeration to say that they
took some 30 rung which StaHordshire
batsmen - would never have attempted.
And all quite safe, and fairly easy,
simply becnuse of good understanding
and prompt docirion, Taylor got Fisher
cnught at the wilcket, and just before
six o'clock had light stopped play, In
a few minutes a thunderstorm broke over
the eround, rain descended in sheets, and
in less than half an hour the ground was
almost entirely under water.

STAFFORDSHIRE RECOVER, BUT
LOSE FOUR POINTS

It was surprising to find the ground
fit for a punctual start on Tuesday morn-
ing. The wicket was, of course, much
slower than on Meonday, and the ball
could be made to turn a good deal, but
there was little life in the pitoh, and in
the absence of sunshine it never became
really difficulti - Barly tn the afternoon
the weather seemed to be brightening,
and’ Staffordshire had made so good a
recove'y dhat if the Bun had burst
through to quicken the wicket for the
Stafiordshire bowlers in the fourth inn.
ings the visitors might have found it
difficult to avoid defeat. However, the
sun never prevailed, the clouds deepened
and rain prevented what promised to be
a highly interesting finish, 8o that
though they had pulled the game roand
to a fairly even position Statlordshire
were denied the chance of redeeming
their poor etart and had to be content
with one point out of five for losing on
the fArst inninge. )

Though the four outstanding wickets
of Yorks added only 35, they ought to
have been- dispogsed of even more
cheaply, for Barnes took a skier too
edaily o hie. own bowling from Grim-
ghaw and stood dghast when he¢ had
missed  it, . Then - Chichester-Constable
received a life off each. bowler, Ellerker
failing to hold anotlier skier off Barnes
at mid-wicket, &nd L. Crump misjudging
a catch on the boundary olf Lockett and
allowing four runs. Grimshaw missed
his half-centu by one run. DLeing
apparently deceived by a leg-break from
Lockett, whose three wickets cost only
18 runs onr Tuewlay. Barnes was more
expensive than usual, but a good many
Auky rung were gcored from him.

In arrears of 59 Staffordshire again
made a depressing start, for Len Crump
plaved in half-henrted fashion at the
first ball of the innings fromn the fast
bowler, and gave a eimple catch to back.
ward point. Lockett wag <ent in early
and, as in the first innings. gave overy
promise of taking the edge oHf the bowl-
ing, for he quiekly hit a quartet of typi-
cal fours, all excellent strokes, but tried
to drive a breaking ball without going
quite far enouah to it, and fell gt e-'ta
rover at 32, This was an improvement.
but matters would have looked Dlack
indeed had Fieher sueceeded in holdine
A low eateh in the sling from Cocke Tin-
fore ie had seored, Thua favoure 1l
o « e
Safford man batted wel gn dreplaveg
arepentory of good sipopa, but at 20 v,
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again edged onn into the slips and was
misced by Hall. Mayer never settled
down, and gave a plain chance hefore le
cocked the left-hander up to mid-on, but
Barnes and Cocks looked to be in no
difficuity until the last-named, gelting
rather venturssome. half-hit one to extra
cover when only five sliort of 60, e
himl hib elght fours and got hile rane |n
85 niihutes in a manner dthat sugeested
valuable nssislance to the county in the
future. Darnes left at 98, caught in the
slips off his @love, and Stalfordshire were
in danger with a lead of only 39 and
half the side out.

But Ellerker. 'who Thad had medical
treatment for his bruised arm, was in
his best form again, and Homer sot his
teeth to play himself in. Gradually the
pair pulled Staffordshire out of darnor,
and had added 33 in 50 minu'es. chiefly
from the stylish bat of Ellerker, whoso
driving wns par excellence, when, in-.
stead of the desired sunshine, came rain
to inpterrupt the game for 25 aninutes.
The break was fatal to Homer, who wns
caught in the slips on resuming: Plant
tamely played a leg ball into the. hands
of short-leg; and Btanley Crump was
Lb.w, for the second time, three wicknts
fulling for one run. DBut Ellerker again
found a most useful partner in Crogs,
and these two put on a further 37 before
rain put an end to the match at five
o'clock. Elletker batted beautifully
(there were no teasing slow leg-breaks
to upset him), end his 70 runs ia the
matth without losing his wicket-repre.
sented -the beat baiting seen. Cross is
deserving of great credit for the way in
which he has stiffened the tail-end bat-
ting in the last two matches, scoring 61
runs in three innings, twice out; stop.
ping a lot of good bowling and making
many excellent strokes. - .

At the close. StaHordshire were 110
runs on with two wickets in hand.
Scores :— _ . : .

STAFFORDSHIRE.—First Innings

I.. H, Crump b Hall ... ... v oo 0 18
M. H. Cocks ¢ Fisher b Hall .. 2
Barnee b Hall ... ... T
E, Mayer st. Buller b Turner ... ... 5
H, W. Homer b Figsher ... ... .o ... 5.
Lockett st. Buller b Fishet s 18,
W. H. Ellerker not out .. 24

R. H. Plant c Buller b Hall ... .. 1;)

8. Crump lbw b Fisher ... ... ... ...

E. P erc:ss ¢ Halstead b Bedford 17

Taylor b Turner ... .. «o siv v e 1
Extras

. Total ..o ... 118

Second Innings
T. H. Crump ¢ Turner b Hall .., 0
M. H. Cocks ¢ Halstead b Fisher... 45
Lockett ¢ Chichester-Constable b
Lot e e 18

F. Ma'ter ¢ Nutton b Fisher ... ...
Barnes ¢Bedford b Fisher ... ... 20
W, H. Ellerker not out ... ... ... ... 46
H. W, Homer ¢ Hall b Turner ... 5
R. H. Plant ¢ Harbord b Turner... 0

1

S. Crump lbw b Hall ... ... . a
. P. Cross not out .. . .17
EXLrag oo voo e v e v 12

Total (for 8 wickets) 169
YORKSHIRE 11 g
~Halstead ¢.8. Crump.b Barnes ... 22
Bedford lbw b Barnes ... .. ... .. 0
W. E. Harbord b Barnes ..
Turner Tun out ... ....v. o
Grimshaw b Lockett ... ... .
Fisher ¢ Cross b Taylor ... ... ...
Nutton b Lockett ... ... ... ..o o .
Maj. R. C. Chichester-Constable ¢
Plant b Lockett ... ... ... .
Buller not out ... ... ... ... .
Hall ¢ Ellerker b Barnes -
H. G, Coates (absent) .., ... vur ..

Extras ... ... ... R -

- Total oo v 50 175
BOWLING ANALYS8IS
Btaffordshire.—Firat Innings

0. M. R. W,
Hall .. ... ... ... ... 19 6 26 )
Turnee ... ... .. ..1:24 3 22 2
Pigher ... ... ... ... ... 18 2 a4 3
Bedford ... ... ... ... 3 0 19 1
8esond Inningg
0. M. R. W
Ball oo so wop 55 500 13 3 43 3
’{‘wt'n']ner s e w30 10 68 2
isher ... ... ... .. .. 9
Bedford ... .. .. 1 g Sé (3)
Yorkshice 11,
. 0.
Barnes ... .. . ) ?/wMQ 1{1 W
Tavior L l"ﬁ‘ 0 ‘ A
Lockett 14 3 o1
8. Crump 5 0 {u; :
8 )
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 North Staffs. and District

. League’
'CENTURY BY J. JOLLEY

" Exciting Finish at Stoke

‘By "THE CRITIC"

"It was & battle of the - lowly which I
weng to the old County Ground to see
on Saturday, and tbe issue was one of
‘vital finportance in the struggle to avoid
relegation, Norton, having sunk to the
bottom of the table, were two points
below -the L.M.B., against whom their
solitary victory of the scason was secured
in May. A repetition of their suecess
would place them on o level with the
Railway Club, but, on-the other hand,
defeat would leave them with a leeway
of four poinis to rnake up on-their
nearest tivals, 1 very serious position, In
tle result Norcon just managed to share
the points,.and put an end-to a sequence
of -five defeats, Evén: that modeést spot
of success, the avoidance of another,
arid alinost irretrievable disaster, may
have a heartening effect on the side, Un-
deniably, they are not a gooid side, and
greatly  need  tue - strengthening  and
stimmlating influence "of = professional
assistante and coaclring, DBut .they are
not quite as bad n side .as their per-
formances during the last two months
would seem to prove. . They strike me
rather. as a8 demoralised . side, sulering
fromn what has been rather mystically
described ag an inferiovity complex. They
dre largely a young team, who have al-
lowed the depressing effcet of a bad
patch to play havoc with their morale,
and they have, temporarily, it is to be
lioped, -lost -the Nor.~n Lrn,glition,of keen-
ness and grit. They need more dash and
spirit in- the fleld, in which respect 8.
Dawson set his colleagues an excellent
example; they need more confidence in
batting, and a better idea of the art of
playing slow bowling; and they sorely
need another good bowler, The first re-
quirement should be readily attainable,
the second demsnds iinproved spirit-and
assiduous_practice, and the third is a
want which the Norton school has
usually been able to supply, but which,
in- my -opinion, ought to have - been
furnished by the engagement of a pro-
fessional. The improvement in the
L.M.S. side which the presence of Mayer
hins wrought ig an object lesson ..for
Norton, who have steadily declined since
they lost  their professional haliway
through last season.

The Railwaymen are, beyond question,
an imptoved side since I saw them at the
opening of the scason, and will, at least,
make a fight for the retention of their
atatus. Their batting is a good deal
nearer to Bection -A-class than it was,
and their bowling is not, perhaps, the
weakest in the division,

I was sorry to notice in thig mateh
a practite which scems to be tegrettably
prevalent of making lbw appeals with
teckless impetuosity, I heard appeals
from flelders who were not in a position
to see, and who should leave the appeal-
ing to the bowler and wicket-keeper.
And some of the appeals thal came from
the bowler were frankly ridiculous.
Bowlers should control their impulses,
and not appeal unless there g good
ground for thinking the batsman s out.
Ta about an appeal when the ball pitehes
n foot outslde the Tegstump {8 not good
gportemanship, but it is not.at all uncom-
mou.

FTHME RAILWAYMEN'S RECOVERY

On batting first the home side suffered
a severe blow when Mayer got himself
out with o slightly careless stroke with
only 17 scored. It was a half-v. lley just
clear of the leg-stump from the fast
bowler, Reynolds, and one 8o gkilful a
patdmnan .could do almost what he liked
with. But in placing it to leg Mayer
falled to keep it on the ground and gave
a quick, low cateh just behind the
umpire 8t square leg, Tuis was the
beginning of go bad 4 spell that the home
teom looked to be heading for defeat with
half thé side out for 53. J. C. Martin's
wicket was sacrificed in running, and J.
Turner and J. Hazeldine were both

A

"caught by the wicket-kezper, one at edch

end, whilst C, Rhend was & leg-before
victim of the left-arm bowlér; G. Bishop,
The “latter was bowling steadily,  and
sometimeg straightening them out with
spin, and so far Reynolds had bowled
quite wall; though just a little erratic,

Throughout thig périod T, E. Ball had
hatted soundly and made about half the
rund. ‘He and J. €. Hulme iaterially
improved matters by taking the score to
100, and causing bowling changes, The
attack .was never bo good after the frat
pair wers relieved... R. Steele did not
quite " realike ..y : expectations, .and
Arthur Jolley ia not the bowler hé once
wia, - J; Martin turned the ball a little
from leg,'and would have been tlangerous
if*his direction had been good,. He tet-
minated Ball's innings; for wanting only
onte fot his fifty the opening butsman dig
1ot go far erivugh to a'half-volley which
went dwny a little and mis-hit it to cover,
He had saved the L.M.B. from collapse,
hid defence heing straight and, sound
and some of his log shots and drives ex-
cellent. The next three wickets rdded
38, -but nine for 138 was still an unsafe
position. However, U, Llewellyn, who
made 22, not out, aiid- A, Copeland, gut
gome good hits, and the last wicket put
on 30. A total of 168 represented a capiig,
recovery, but gome of the Norton bowling
was far frotn deadly, and the fielding
througtiout lacked spirit and anticipa-
tion. Syd Dawson, in the long field, was
a notable exception, He covereq a lot
of ground quickly and was clean and
smarl in his returns, 1ls tan out the
L.M.5. captain by .throwing down the
wicket almost from the boundary,

- AN _EXCITING FINISH

LM.8. liad oceupied 24 hours, and Nor.
ton had just short of 2§ hours. 1. Water-
full ard 9. Dawson started confidently
agninst J. Wood and G. Llewellyn. The
fast bowler was erratic-and Dawgon soon
foundl .the boundary with a rouple of
dainty glides, “Llewellyn ‘howled faster
than usual, hut was not effnctive, and
changed over in place of Wood at 26 and
reverted to lis customary slow-medium
off-epitiners, with which he was more
securate,  But it was Mayer who effscted
a sepafation. for Weterfall lit a bad ball
to fine leg nned was rather wilueky to be
cuught. . Then Diwson teied to plnce
Mayet to the un, piayed neross the ball,
and had his leg-stump upset. Then Nor-
ton had their backs to the wall aud no
further attempt was. marde to keep u
the rate of scoring. Duweon had made
23 of the best Ly stylieli cricket, and his
lapsé was B unexpecterd ag it was perious
for Norton. The policy of the batsinen
heing to play -out time, Hulme was put
on to bowl “donkey-drops,” and Norton
hatemen gave n chaice exhibition of how
not to play slow leg-hreaks, And by
glow I meap slow. These were tossed up
into the other and allowed a hatsman
ample time to fun in and mike a full.
piteh of every one that had any sort of
Jength, and stand back and hit where he
liked those that were short, But such
experienced playets as Bmilh and R.
Hill went just far enough to play at
thent a8 balf-volleva and gave  their
wicketa away, Then J. Marlin’ came on
at the ollier end and, bowling as well as
anyone, made a medium-pace ball come
sharply oM the wicket snd turn back an
inch or two to bow! tliree men in rapid
succeseion, . All this time W. Cooke,

promoted from the second . téam, - was
batting soundly, and he and T. Whit-
tingham left most of the. tossed-up stuft
alone, whilst fieldere crowded round the
Nortor{ wicket-keeper in the sftempt to
take ‘the bail almost off his bat. This
went on for several overs, and then
Whittinghum made the game mistake as
hig predecessors and was eagily stumped.
A. Reynolds went in last with 20 minutes
to play, but Cooke farmed the bowling
as much as possible and the pait played
out time. That Huline wasg kept on bill
the end seemed to me an error bf judg-
ment, Cooke, who was not out 25,
tiiough he refused o number of rung,
declined to get himself out, and there
were bowlers like Wood and Lleweliyn
(and Mayet except for one over) stand-
ing idle. who might coneeivably have
got Lim or Revnolds out duririg that
fast 20 mvinutes, Maver had 2 wickets
for 8 and Martin 3 for 7, anq Hulme's
3 wickets cost him 17, but the batey s
refused to take g good many, The ﬁmm
score was 80 for 9 wickete nal
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NANTWICH MAKING T SURE

Nantwich continued 4heir trivmphal
march and. sharing with Porthil] the
only victories of the duy, went.another
point in front of their nearest Tivals,
With a elear lead of 5 points they look
to have 1ude fairly sure of the chany-
pionship.  Tyldesley am] E, H. Steven.
ton went - throvgh the champions gt
Teek, as they Lave «one nearly all their
other opponents, and the Leck total of
83 left the visiturs with an easy task
Tyldesley was the man of the medteh, g
besides the fine analysis of 6 for 3 ha
made thie’ top score with 33, Nantwich
had the mateh won by 5 wickets and
‘went on to make 123 for 7. .

Porthill made no mistake with Cavers.
wall at Wolstanton, for they put their
visitors out for 104, and might have had
thent out considerably cheaper if they
had accepted their chances. Crump had
5 wickels for 8., and ehould have had
better figures, A, Pickard and C. SBhen-
ton partially redeemed Caverswall’s bat.
ting failure, and the wicket-keeper was
not out with 23. Porthill made rather a
poor start, but G. A, F. Bagguley and
Crump put on 59 for the fifth wicket
aud the closing score was 143 for 5,
Geoff. -Bagguley played one of his best
innings -and hit 72 in an hour and ga.
half, including a dozen boundaries.
Crump was not out 38, so that he had
a good match against his colleagues of
last season.

Bignall End are bad to Leat thig year
Though they have only won two maiches
they have only lost two. Their batsmen
defied the stiong Burslem attack at Boon
Hill and. elected anothrer creditable
draw., Burslem are going in for rapid
scoring in these days, and after com.
piling 221 for the loss of only 3 wisketg
they were able to leave. their opponenty
2} hours to.bat. Jack Jolley and Ber.

ard Hollowood were the - chief rup.
+ etters, but while the last-named playeq
atylish cricket te earry his bat through
for 58, Jolley hi¢ fiercely and scored :.'
smashing céntury (102) in an hour and
a quarter, reaching the 'boumlury 16
times. Bignall End made a shocking
start, losing 4 wickets for 11, but, thanks
mainly to E. Downing (16 not out), they
played out time with 161 for 7.

It was a coincidence that Longton ang
Silverdale declared at-exactly the same
score, 197 for 7, against 8tone and Great
Chell respectively. Longton were gt
home, and their batting display was g
level one, Charles Edwards showed his
praper form {n seoring 39, B, Degg main.
talned u sequence of useful scores with
38, and W. Bourne. getting his firs real
chance under rewsonably favourable con.
ditions, hit a4 mnst encouraging. 37 not
out. Stone ecored niore freely than they
have been doing, and sermed up to a
point to hav~ a chance of pulling off a
win, but after the departure of Lee, who
played an excellent 77, they had to use
onre and finieshed with 162 for 7. J, L.
Wenger's 29 was a nicely-plaved innings.

J. Whalen (51) and Ikin (47) were the
chief contributors to Silverdale’s total,
but their runs were got too slowly, for
they took over 3 hours, and Chell played
out time with 131 for 7 (Roy Smith 53

not out, W. Warburton .42). P
LEAQUE TABLE e
) ; P. W, L. D, Pta.
Nantwich 10 -1 2 o2
Burslenmi :..- ... . 8 ¢ & 17
Great Chell.. ... ... B 3 5 15
Porthill ... ... ... .. 5 3 5 15
Longton - ... 13 4 .3 6 14
Bignall End .. 3 2 2 3 13
Li€elt il avi 0ok i e 4 & 4 12
Silverdale ',.. ... ... 5 4 8 13
Caverswall 2 5 8 - 10
8tone ... ... ... 1 L3 8 10
LMSR .. .. 1 5 7 @
Norton .. wovlvir oo o, 1 7 5 1
"—-‘-‘-‘———-dah—-____-_&
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STAFFORD v. WOLYERHAMPTON

Played at Tettenhall on Saturday.

Staiord: M. H, Cocks ¢ Wilkie b
Wardrop 102, F. H, Stokes lbw b Tomkin-
gon 0, E. Beeley b Tomkinson 0, F. Page
b Wardrop 11, J. T. W, Neville b Tom-
kinson 7, W. T, White not out 57, K. C.
Wood st Wilkie b Rutherfora 23, G. H.
Greatorex b Tomkinson 1, G, N. Gosling
¢ Wilkie b Wardrop 3, D. H. C. Craig run
out 11, extras 30; total (for hine dec.) 45,
E. C. Kenworthy did not bat.

Wolvorhampton: R, Howl b Cralg 11,
p. 3. Perry b Cralg 27, @, 11, Thorney-
croft b Kenworthy 17, C, H. Twigg not
out 57, A. D. Wilkie st Gosling b Craig
80, J. Lang not out 3, extras 9; total (for
four) 184, W. J. Croft, T. J, Rutherford,
G. W. Wood, M. Tomkinson, T, J, Ward-
rop did not bat.

STAFFORD Il. v, WOLVERH'TON 111,

Wolverhampton IIL.: P. G, Wain-
wright b Critchley 16, R, Davis b Ducie
6, J. Taylor b Ducie 34 J. B. H. Beards
¢ Ducie b Gordon 55, .~H, Johnson c
Hawley b Ducie 0, J, C. Timmis b Ducie
0, D. H, Cadwallader b Gordon 19, A, R.
E. Roberts b Evang 0,- extras 18; total
(for eight). 148, W. A, B, Beckelt, T.
Gatis; and W, H. Dickinson did not bat.
- Statford I1.: C. Birch b Gatis 8, E. M.
Pearce ¢ Wainwright b Beckett 25 W,
H. Kinnard ¢ and b Gatig 25, R, Carter
¢ Beardg b Timmis 4, R. J. C, Evans ¢
Davis b Johnson 21, 8, H. Critchley ¢
Wainwright b Johnson 34, J, A, R. Gor
don ¢ Beards b Johneon 1,.J, R. Bithell
1bw b Johnson 7, J, W, Hawley b Timmis
3, A. J. Ward b Johnson 2, L. C. Ducie
_not out 7, extras 12; total. 149,

Stafford III, 155 (C. H. Yeates 38, R.
H. P. Barter 45), B.R.C. Sports Club 87
(C. H, Yeateg took eight for 34), .

WREKIN COLLEGE v, DENSTONE
COLLEGE > .

Played at the Wrekin on Saturday.

Wrekin College: H. Poole ¢ Fittg b
Bayley 15, R. Middleton-Bmith b Sutcliffe
4, G, A Graham b Butelitfe 0, J,. O; Moore
¢ Watkins b Bayley 6, G. F, .Btooks ¢
Pitts' b Kemp 21, J. R, Hobbing b Kemp
14, K. M. Mulhall b Kemp 2, G. A. Ake-
royd not out 43, J. W, Crabtree Ibw b
Kemp 1, P, Egerton-Bmith ¢ Mart b Sut.
clife 0, J. A, V., Braithwaite ¢ Mart b
Penlington 48, extrag 30; total 183.

Denstone College: -J. C. Homer lbw b
Braithwaite 15, P. W. G. Sutton b Middle-
ton-Smith 0, P. C, D, Watkins b Braith-
waite 7, J. M. 8, Burrow b Braithwaite
17, T. A. Kemp c¢ Middleton-8mith b
Egerton-Smith 23, T. A. M. Bayley Ibw b
Braithwaite 4, 8. M. Penlington b
Egerton-Smith 1, J. 8, Sutcliffe ¢ Moore
b Poole 20, J. 8, Pitt lbw b Egerton-
Smith 0, G, G, J. Mart not out 1, T, J.
Kidson 1bw b Middleton-Smith 13, extras
11; total 112,
NETHERSEAL COLLIERY v, TUTBURY

Played at Tutbury on Saturday,

Netherseal Colliery : J. Hancock ¢ and
b Williamg 50, W. Shakespeare ¢ Hurdle
b Williams 100, W. Caueer ¢ Eaton b
Oakden 1, W. Pipes ¢ Bird b Hurdle 14,
G. Summers not out 1, 8, Cox b Hurdle
0, C. Summers o Newton b Baton 0, F.
PDennig not out 17 (H, Cox, H. Ball, J,
Bradford did not bat), extras 12; total
(for six wickets declared) 215.

Tutbury : & R. Rickman t© Bradford
b Pipes 13, T, P, Eaton ¢ Hancock b
C. Summers 3, R, Williamg run out 4,
1. D. Bird ¢ Cox b Ball 5, J. T. H. Jack-
gon b Ball 1, J. Billings b G, 8Bummers
12, M. T. Iurdle ¢ Cox b G. Summers 7,
H. L. Newton ¢ and b G. Summers 1,
W, 8. Jagg ran out 5, T, T. Coxon not
out 1, T. H Oakden c Shakespenre b G,
Rummeare 1, oxtrag 3y totnl 86,

(4, Buimnierp tonk fouy wickots for elghit
rans, and H. Ball two for 11

BARLASTON v. DOMINIES

Plaved at Barlaston on Saturday.

Barluston ; Rev, A, C, Freeman c Millg
b Rathbone 11, G. Fenton run out 3, R.
Cliff b Kelsall 3, L. Waterfleld b Kelsall
g, J. Beswick ¢ and b Kelenll 82, F.
Stevens ¢ Mountford b Bagley 3, S, 8mall
b Kelsall 12, H, Waterfield ¢ Rathbone b
Keeling 7, R, Lowe b Kelsall 5, W. Clews
b Kelsall 10, L. Dukes not out 0, extras
5; total 183,

Dominies :  Kelsall b CU#f 7, Mount-
ford b Lowe 7, Bagley b I, Waterfield 24,
Kee'ing ¢ Beswick b Fenton 7, Audley ¢
Cliff b Fenton 16, Adams b L, Waterfield
2, Mills ¢ Freeman b Beswick 9 Taylor
b Beawick 0, Howell b Beswick 3, Rath-
bone not out 10, Pritchard ¢ Stevens b
Lowe 2, extrag 7; tota] 94,
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(STORIC GAME HELD

" UP BY

RAIN

GNSATIONAL : OPENING
"~ PLAY

e
v

e

¥ DEADLY BOWLING

The frst county cricket match played at Stafford was staged
W when Stnffc!rdshire e-ntertained Cambridgeshire, one of
s kading teams in the Mmqr Counties Championship, but,
dﬂm‘dy’ the fixture was interrupted by rain, and no play

jss yet been possible since lunch.

' This was particularly disappointing, for the match had
gicted great interest i.n .the county town, an appeal by the
thyor (Ald, T, H. Tunnicliffe) and the President of the Stafford

Commander the Hon. Humphrey Legge), resulting in a
um of about £140 being raised for the improvement of the

and its appointments.

“Before lunch, however, there was some sensational cricket,
i s ire Jost the first five wickets for 17 runs, Barnes
—who had played against the visiting county when Staffordshire
jut met them in 1906—claiming four wickets for eight runs.

At lunch the Cambridgeshire score was 23 for five, but
bavy intermittent showers have so far prevented a resumption.

e frst time, Staffgrd was the
sd 2 county cricket match to-
iy, vhea’ Btaffordshire entertained
yiidgeshire in & ~ fixture which
s great interest in the county.

i parsdoxes of English county
ggsdw?w i3 seidom played in the

457 WL, 5
have bome in  Lancaster, 1It's
:3:0 u‘eutn Manchester, where the

ey
3 docks deny the h beautles
fﬂ’m And Yorkshire plsy, not in the
¢y o Graming minster spires, bug in gaunt

. .u: Club 4 1s
2 Eafford: Cricket ub's un
4ad lonked  this morning clm
i 8ot susal.sstting, -at
sents of - the  equipment of the
pave naturally ' been necessary

., and
0 {or whizh the town is
of ericket have subscribed

Mayor (Alderman T. H.
the President of the Club
Hon. Bum?hrey Legge). who
Assistant Chief Constable of the
now Chief Constable of Berk-

spent on new seating,
sight screens and
wicket. noumerable helpers
mogning, adding the finishing
ud making yeady for what it 18
15 ¥id be p large attendance to-day and
vacw, !, .

AST MEETINGS

filey Barnes’ Feat of 1906
i " Recalled

Gfgdhire have played Cambridgeshire

e
ExSpeRy
i

2 japd aicker ever slnce the venerable
Ymﬂ days, oz he appears in records of
71 juarg ago with great frequency. One
i3 expeied o Jearm, though it i3 remark-
% &3t in the two 1006 games he captured
lzi"’lag“ wickels at o cost of about seven

e of Suaford was to be present
Y™ b
24 g Tateh , but no {nvitations to
. had been issued. It was
kuh“'“ ever, that several distinguished
?mel{rwg? would be present
“'f:ﬁﬁ cold and gusty. when play
&?m&?&::bqﬂ;fygood, and there
magm p feature for cricket
m%‘ﬁn&m. and that was that
ﬁi{rﬁmm town club were in the
”“"W They are M. H. Cocks and
S choolmasters, and both bats-
T CIVIC WELCOME
Pre hmgmd B'u extended to both teams
W w taffard, who was introduced
[ Gto':zmumm' wh&) is "Lh&e Ch:’mnan
Veiged ee. Mr, organ
5504 1% Sb8ence of the President of
b rineg 04, the Earl of Lichneld.
R‘Wik that the fact that Btafford
An. Yir mmmy cricket match was
;4, vy Iydza!ih of a horse. The
&3 maciine dien bulled the roller anc
t:"“’ that (o and the Ground Com
by they might have a motor-
%%wﬁ gpe club provided one, and
Qimu.amﬁ “0 greater things, and so
&w Avae Oﬂehljy wele

it elcomed bolth teams.
%40:1" 8 great day in the history of

Stafford’s introduction to Minor
Counties’ cricket could have been made
under more auspicious clrcumstances
than obtained to-day.

The weather at the start was very uncertaln,
showers of rain falling all morning. Theg were
only short, however, and the pitch, having
been protected overnight, was not seriously
afiected, though a little on the soft side,

Apart from the attractiveness of the first
county match on the ground, the game was of
more than usual {nterest, for it recalled cricket
history of & generation ago. In 1803 and 1808
the counties were {n opposition, but since
the latter year they have never met.
Then, too, there was interest in the first
appearance of two new players. One was E,
Beeley, the Stafford schoolmaster, who with
M, H. Cocks gave the Staford club a dugl
representation, and the other was 8, Dykes, g
faay bowler who has done well In recent years
in the Lancashire League,
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“~7Fae sunr-made s welcome D]

promptly to time, Cambndgup?l;:?c:ggsth:g

only one professional in 1
(u-, gat, Staffordshire havl;:hgﬂfoat:mt.;:"e ‘{&T
SENSATIONAL OPENING
The match had a sensational opening for
in a quarter of an hour Ca.mbrldgcahlre.] t
three wickets for eight runs. K. R J. 8 =
who opened the innings with H, J. Rose ?xon,
the bowling of Barncs. and was well bea.co
and bowled by the second ball, which w o
sharply away to hit the off stump, At S;L
other end, Dykes had charge of the attack ¢
Five .byes were Included in the first s'ev
runs, at which total Rose was smartly stum: '2
off Barnes, and one run later Dykes met uﬁfh
his first success, Hart making a rather tam
hit to mid-off where Plant t an e cat hc
This quick fall of wickets left Covifl Cac :
bridge's only professional, and H. W, P, Ta fn.
together, and although the former hit the gor
four of the innings with a straight drive nt
Ba;tn‘:; ex%en.s'cdrlr;l;{r played w?;h exlren‘:e
cau , and & -an-hour
oy el_c’vm. the score was
At 17, 8taffordshire made furth
Barnes getting his third wicket we’:'ﬂ{)r'oﬁx;ﬁu.
was caught by Ellerker at point close. In hOL:
next over, and without addition to the score
Egmu gained another wicket, Ayres being
W,
" Thus, in 40 minutes. Cambr|
half their wickets for 17 runs, gg:ncgagav]l}.ft
taken four for elght runs at this stage %
Before Morton could reach the wickets, how
ever, a sharp shower of rain caused gan

interruption.
A STOPPAGE

Rain contlnued to fall tntermitten
quarter of an hour, and that it was mlalamr:‘zn:
to damage the wicket was shown by the fact
that, immediately it definitely ccased rainip
the players came back on to the field. Thu?'
was only time for two overs, from which Covnel
and Morton added six runs, and at, the adjourn.
ment. therefore, Camhridgeshire had lost five
wickets for 23 runs,

Curing the junch Interval. the covers again
had to be brought into use, and when the
game should have restarted it was rajnip
heavily. A long walt appeared certain bugg
after @ further half-hour, rain ccased. p)g
could not start immediately. however, ag lhz
turf had now bccome very wet,

DREARY WAIT

Hopes of an early resumplion were goq
shattered. however, for no sooner had Lhn
covers been removed than the rain commenceg
again.

The County Club canno. complaln a BTeat
deal about the weather they have enjoyed for
their matches this year but it was unfortunay
that the elszcnts” should have been so .,‘.ﬁ
appropriate (or this particular match, for, afe
all. the Btafford Club have been to a lop of
expense (n thelr prerarations.

8ull there was nothing to do but hope f
Sr:j tnrly'lnllgmvemcnl. and the heavy Cloug;
id not hold out too much prol
materializing. promise of ths

‘Twice when the rain ceased momentarily, th }
umpires inspect:d the wicket, but as quickle'
were driven back to the pavillon again ij
3.45, 1t was stll} drizzling. and by this ime
the wickets had become grfnched. It nesded
a good deal of sun, even i the raln Blop‘pcd
before play would be possible again to-day

Al the Lea interval 1t was still raining, bgt
while the players were at tea, the rain ceased
and the sun made Its appearance.

By thls time many of the rr2ctators had
d-perted, but as play was due to continye
unti] 7.30, no decicion as Lo an abandonmant
was made.

Cambridgeshire

H J Rore ol (rosa b Harnes

K R 1 Raxun b Barnes ...

Couvill not out

1B Bart ¢ Plaut b Dykes

W ¥ Taylur ¢ Ellerker b

K A)les ILw b Hornes

¥ BMorton not out A .

Exbraw o owieis.s

Barnea

»a2om—=20w

2y
1)

Total (for 8 wkts)



VICTORY BID

AGAINST

CAMBRIDGE

“Sound Batting
Display

BEELEY BATS WELL

Consistent batting enabled Staf-
fordshire to gain a commanding lead
over Cambridgeshire in the Minor
Counties match to-day.

The innings was declared closed
at 200 for six wickets, giving the
home county an advantage of 128

runs.

Stafford was unfortunate in recard to
the weather for its inaugural Minor
Counties’ match yesterday, when Staf-
fordshire commenced their fixture with

Cambridgeshire.

Instead of the scheduled slx hours’ play,
there were only 2} hours, owing to mtcrmmm;
rain, which prevented a bail being bowled
between lunch time and 6 p.m.

The cricket itself, however, was all that
could be desired from Staffordshire’s point of
view, for the home county was always on l'Cp.
Cambridgeshire  being dlsmiesed for 2,
and for this thc home side were greatly
jndebted to Barnes, He started in brilliant
style by taking four wickets for elght runs
pefore junch, while Cambridgeshire were losing
half their gide for a mere 23 runs.

When raln allowed a resumption of play,
Barnes continued to bowl splendidly. his
complete return being six wickets for 3b runs,

EARLY SET-BACK

though the weather remained dull and
thllealhenlgg this morning, the start was very
little delayed, the wicket, despite yesierdays
downpour and rain overnight, having rccovercd
g well.
‘Egpcmng their reply with Barncs and Cocks..
Staffordshire began badly, fer after four overs
from Pask and Covill had yic¢lded only three
singles, Cocks was clean bowled by Pask.

E. Maycer helped Barmes to makc some
amends, however, the score being quickly taken
to double figures, chiefly through onec over
{from Pask, from which Mayer took a single
and Barnes five, including the first boundary

innings.
a{’lt'l?g lctalghad only reached 18 when the
players were driven cfl the fleld by a sharp
drizzle of rain, but no sooner had they reached
the pavilion than the rain ceased, and at once
they had to march on to the field again.

With the last ball before rain caused the
stoppage, Pask huri his arm bowling, and was
unable to continue in the attack. This was tad
juck for Cambridgeshire, but they were
heartened at 21 when Barnes, who had batted
steadily for 13, was caught behind _thc wicket
off Wilkinson, who had taken Pask's place.

Becley, the 8tafford batsman, took Barnes'
place at the wicket, but for a time it was Mayer
who did most of the scoring. He pulled Covill
to the leg boundary, and then pulled Wilkinson
round to lcg for four, all run. and cut a ball
in the game over for threc. Mayer was batting
with beautiful freedom. and in four overs he
scored 18. to bring his total to 22, after 25

tting.
ml&:z?r lgmt.irg{ued to score guickly, and when
g0 appearcd, the result of a similar number
of minutes’ play, his own total had reached 33.
Four overs from Wilkinson had produced 20
yuns. and when at 52, Morton sunersaded him,
the écore mounted un without any slackening,
Beeley taking a three off Morton. and then
scoring eight in one over from Covill.
LEAD GAINED

i actly half an hour, Mayer and Beeley
3d1dr'1:dego toythc score, and although Rose came
on for Covill at 88, the two batsmen galned the
jead for Staffordshire withcut belng scparated.

The first hour's play produced cxactly 73
rune, whereas Cambridgeshire had taken 2}
hours over their full innings. ’

This was quick scoring, particularly in view
of the cautious start, but the ¢low wicket was
giving the bowlers no assistance. and it was a
gurprise when Rosc bowled a malden over to
Mayer.

.Onee the lead had been galned, scoring
slowed down to a more normal rate until, at
81. rain caused another interruption. Mayrcr at
this point being two short of his half century.

This time thc rain was heavier, and tne
covers had to be brought into use. The
interruption lasted 20 minutes, after which
play was resumcd.

Without further Incident, Mayer reached his
80, with thw ™wore at 83, a contribution which
included five 4's and three 3's. and had lasted
an hour and six minutes. but immediately after-
wards he was Ibw to Rose.

With Homer In, the bulk of the scoring was
done by Becley who was batting in an attrace
tive manner. Hc sant the score past the cep-
tury after 105 minutes play, and was especially
severe on Morion, whom he hit fcr a 4 and a 6
in one over.

He seemed well set for his 50 untll he mis-
timed a ball from Rose and was caught at
square leg by Morton. He had batted for 76
minutes and hit a six and six 4's in his 44.
This wicket fell at 112, and with only two runs
added Ellerker was out in very similar manner,
BSaxon making an easy catch at fcrward short

leg.
t':al‘n the lunch interval, Btaffordshire had a
lecad of 49 runs,

As expected, Lockett had a merry knock
after lunch, scoring 18 by means of four
boundaries and a two before he was bowled at
142 by Rose.

With Lockeit's dismissal, Homer found
another steady partner in Plant, and they
remained together while 8iafTordshire completed
a lead of one hun-red. Plant was the more
enterprising, and he had three 4's in his first 20
runs. z
Plant should have been out from the stroke
which sent the score to 200. being missed on
the boundary by Parfitt, and the innings wnas
then declared. It had lasted threc hours and
gave Staffordshire a lead of 128,

Cambridgeshire

"H Y Rose st (tuss b Harnes

K R J 8sxon b Barney ..

Covill 1bw b Barnes ...

H B Hart ¢ Plant b Dskes ..

H W F Tajlor ¢ FEllerker b Barnes

- R Ayles Ibw b Barnes

F Morion b Barnes

3
PEERE Y E L]

31 -
wl oo

Second Innings

"H J Rord ¢ Cocks b Dykes
K R J Baxon not out ..

Covill Ihw h Barnes
H V Hart nat aut

Extras ...

Total (for 2 wkts) ..... 1

Staffordshire
M H Cocks h Park ...
Narnes ¢ Coc¢klll b Wilkinson
E Mayer Ibw b Rore ...
E Hreie ¢ Morton b Rose
H W Homer not out .

il a0

W H Bllcrker ¢ Baxon b Ror 0
Jockett h Rose 18
R H Plant not or 2
Extras 5

Total (for 6 wkts) .....200

. Innings deciared.
Later.—CAMBRIDGE 1 for o.
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Cambridgeshirs.—First Innings p
o M. R.

=
wemad

Barnes

BOomO=
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STAFFS. CRICKET
WIN

Innings Victory Ovey
Cambridgeshire

LOCKETT BOWLS WELL,

Btaffordshire gained their
victory in the Minor Countles Chg
hsip yesterday when th

ey defte
Cambridgeshire, at Stafford, by ated
innings and 49 runs. an

Commencing the day w
Cambridgeshire's first innings tota) '
fordshire batted 5o steadily that e Lo
able to declare at 200 with on) slx t’ﬂ“m‘c
0 ank emer 8 o S n ot Bt

no
plays. ortdgesis out) gave good dys.
am geshire were left to
an Innings defeat, but they n’ecv?:: l12
succeeding. Lockett bowled wel| to tak
wickets for 34"runs and Barncs haa 5 o 15
.2 overs. ave
analyals of 9 for 47. gave Barnes & match
am eshire were al)
being unable to bat owing to 2‘,‘,°a“’m§' &9. Pask
sustained while bowling, - Taln he
Cambridgeshlre

} B J Rose st Cross b Barpes

K R J Bazxon b Barnes

Covill lbw b Barnes .,

H B Hart ¢ Plaut b Dy

H W P Taylor ¢ Ellerker b

R Ayles lbw b Barnes

¥ Morion b Barnes .

¥ W Parfitt b Lockett

¥ W Wilkinson ¢ Cross

D V Pask not out .

W H Cockell ¢ Barne

Extras .

Total ...

Second Innings
M J Rose ¢ Cocks b Dykes
K R J 8axon Ibw b Lockett
Covill Ibw b Barnes
H I Hart b Lockett

second
mplion-

Ith their reply 4,

atouav
ooked like

How

PEL-Y YT

<
s,av-_

o

B0 PVNOCANW -

3
F W Paritt ¢ Plant b Barnes
F W Wilkinson o Rutherford b
W H'!Cockell not out
D V Pask aheent’ hurt

Barnes

Extras T
........ 7

Staffordshire

M H Locks b Pask ...
Darnes ¢ Cockill b Wilkinson !
E Mayer lbw b Rose ... L‘]

E Beeley ¢ Morton b Rose
W Homer not out ...

Total (for 6
Inolngs declared. Tt .20

BOWLING ANALYSIS
Cambridgeshire.—Pirst Innings
0. M. R,

Rarnes . ‘:
Dykes -1
Lockett Y
Ellerker " 2
Rarnes 3
Dykee . ) 1
Rutherford Lo
Lockett DB
Ellerker 0
1
0
1
0
4
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Staffs. v. Cambridge-
shire

STAFFORD’S FIRST
COUNTY MATCH

Disappointing Weather
Conditions

By “THE CRITIC"

One felt  extremely sympathetic  to-
wards those who had set o splendid
example of enthuaiastic aml. emcient
orgamesation with the determination to
moke & big. success of the first county
ericket mateh to be played at Statord.
Yor {he weather on Wednesday, which
was e opening day of Statfordshire’s
contest  with  Cambridgeshire at  The
Jough, was lamentable, It had been ar.
r:mg{ed {o commence at 12-30 on the first
day and play till 7-30, and play had only
been in progress half-an-hour when a

‘sinart shower drove the players in. There

was a resumption for nbout five minutes
before Junch, but while the Mayor of
Statlord waa giving fclicitous expression
o a civie welcome to the teams prior to
sitting down to lunch, a heavy down-
pour began, which lasted threeququpru
of an hour aud saturated the wicket.
For the next two hours it rained at fre-
quent intervals, so that the prospect of
any further play seemcd remote: How-
ever, the sun eventually established
mastery, ~nd the game was resumed at
five.minutes to six, though the pitch was
atill so wet as to be hareiy fit. The crowd
of at least 1,000 spectators who watchied
thie last speil of criel 2t with keen ir-
terest served to indicate what o fine
attemlance there would have been on-
Wednesday afternoon had the elements
only heen kind. Under the circum-
stances the attendance was highly credit-
able to all concerned, and must have
gone a long wvay towards ensuring the
repetition of the experiment of playing
a county match at Stafford, And one
would like also to compliment those
who had the matter in hand on the great
improvement rffected in the amenities
of the ground, The funds subscribed
1acally for the purpose liid been ex-
ceedingly well laid out, adequate eeating
accommodation for epectators provided,
Juncheon ang refrechment tents erected,
the facilities for scorers and Pressmen
considerably improved (permanent quar.
fera for the latter are much reeded),
and the ground made in nearly all
respects suitable for county ericket, To
Lave aceomplished so much is a very
considerable nchievement on the part of
the -committee, of which Mr. W_-W, M.
Morgan is the chairman,

CAMBRIDGE BATSMEN IN THE TOILS

Tie wicket was a good one, but there
wag moisture in it, and onre wondered
whether it would prove really tricky or
a little tun slow to Le difficult. I judged
that 3pgnr-9pin would operate, and might
do so0 quickly enough to be unpleasant
for butsmen, So it proved until more
rain descended to take the life out of
it Barnes bowleq with a rather strong
wind behind him, and the attack at the
opening was shared by 8. Dykes. Though
he bowled only five overs, and probuably
found the wicket a little too slow for
him, the new howler kept a steady
length, and seemed to ‘be able to ttrn
the ball back at a4 good, medimm pace.
Only 14 runs were scored off “his fve
overs, bue the wicket he got wag e
resuly of a bad stroke to mid-off. S
doubt ha wag token off because the
wickot wne thenghy (0 he more favoue,
able 40 a apin howier.

The ctart of the Cambridgeshire inninge
was shightly aenantional, for in the halle
houy before the first rnin‘y interruption
the vivitore Inst half theip wickels foe
the negligible total of 17, During this
periad they could make nothing what-
ever of Barnee, who mixed his bowling
more even than usnal, The direction of
the wind was from midoff, :nd Barnes
uwtitised 1t with  great ekill for in-
gwingere, which he generally  lielped
with apin, The eecond hall of the match

rwung insude >axon's defence and
bowled his leg-stump, and in lis next
over, with only seven scored, Barnes
drew Rose right out with that specialily
leg-break of hia, and Crosg did the rest,
being able ta pat the wicket down almost
at hig leisure. Covill, a professional,
whom I remember plaving for Norfolk
some years agn at Wolverhamplon, and
who, T understan.l, is now qualifying for
Middlesex, rcvealed more resource than
any of Ins collcagues, and took advan;
tage of a hali-volley to drive Barneg
rtraichy for four, However, Hart mode
n Joor stroke from Dykes,, and wan
caught at the second altempt dt mid:off,
three wickets being down for etght.
Taylor helid out Tor a quarter of an hour,
hut was alwaye in danger from Barnes,
whon got hig leg-break to ‘‘pop” rather
abruptly, snd Eilerker, standing about
four yards trom the bat av point, held a
sharp catch, again at the second attempt,
Avres wag nbvinusly nervous and after
edzing a leghreak dangeraunsly near
Lockety ot first slip, went right aeross
apparently  expecting another of  the
game kined, It wos an in-swinger, hiow-
ever, and Avies wag trapped dead leg
Lelore—tive for 17,
A VERY WET PITCH

Resuming aflter the long wait, Cam-
Wridgesrhire were able to improve their
pesiticn, the  wicket heing quite easy
now, bul the recovery was a modest one,
for the =sivtl, wirket foll at 31, and the
Tth 2ndd &tho o 82 A had mies by Cocka
ap Jong-on off Lok howiing cave
Covill o sc o ineings, Ha had ther
made 13, The crror wae unfortunate (or
Lockett, for Covill Tt him for forr, and
the over vielded kix runa inste.l of a
wicket., The vietirg proieegional was at
Just terapined hy Barneg to try a big drive
from a well pitched-up leg-break, waus
heaten by the spin, and was out Thw
after hatting juer over dn hour. Ag a
batsman he wias in a class by himself.
All the Jater batsmen had narrow esciapes
of being caught clos. in off Barnes, and
Pavk was especially lucky to gee one or
two uppish strokes fail jusy elear of the
fieid.  Ellerker wag tried vice Lockett at
57, and hronght the inninge to a close
just at 7-30 by menns of catches at the
wicket ol at first «lip. Barnes held a
vers guick one ratier wide with the
riabt hand.  Cambridgeshire  certainly
had the rain and 1he ficlders to thank
for even suehi a modest total as T2

HANDSOME WIN FOR
STAFFORDSHIRE

Alter n thirestendng  mothing  the
weather was brillinntly fine on Thursday
afternoon, aud the conclusion of the
mach was witnessed by a gond ring of
spectators, though, of eourse, nothing
Itke the attendance there would hiave
been on Wadnesday had  the weather
been gimilarly projutious. The wicket
wac ton soft to ba difieult, hul wag
¢radually quickening, and Cambridge,
wher, they had to hat a secppd time,
ecrtainly had the worst of it, Coupled
with their dirasirous half-hour on Wed-
vieday Lefore the rain, the visitors were
at gome disadvantage in the Iatter of
canditions, and eulfered a further handi.
cap when (heir giang fast bowler, D.
Purk, tore n musele in his arm when
bowling hig sixth over, and had 10 retire
from the mateh  This young player i8

nick-named. by his colleagues, * Tiny"
He i 28 yeara of age, stands 6(t, &in,,
and oun Thuraday morning turned the
seale -at 19st, 3ibs, .

When' Stuftordshire opened thicir fun-
ings the fast bowler bowled M. H. Cocks
with--only three run§ scored, and at 21
Barnes, who wag batting well, tvied to
cuf o wide ball which he might well
Lave left’ alone, and was caught at the
wickél. - But Mayer scaored freely, his on:
sides play heing clever and productive;
and E; ‘Beeley, in his first inninge for
Stafordsivive; “aftef n quict beginning,
hit ot well; anl had some govd solid
drives -ty hig useful score, Maver just
renchéd ‘his 50, but Beeley was caught
at shortlog from a kicking off-break whej
six short of the half-century. He batted
really well, and one regrets to hear that
he is shorlly lewving Stufford. Rilerker
fell in the sanie way immediately, but
Hower fowitd an' excellent partney iy
RHS Phant, who realised the neeq. of
thy moment, wnd weng for the howling
with vefresiting freedom. e hit fouy
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excellent fours; including: a slashing cut
and’ ok Ox‘iwo drives that were not. tar
frony being. mikes,. The score was faken
to 200, whern. Homer. declared, selting
Canibridgeshire to get 128.to avold an
inningg defeat,  Witli .the sun pouring
down on the pitch, and only able to bat
10 men, the task always looked too much
for the visitors aguingt the StaHordshire
bowling,” and so . it proved. Thev were
distnigsed. for 79,.and beaten by an inn-
‘ngs ang 49 ‘runs. . Barnes was rested
dufing ‘the greater part. of the inmings
but got good figurces, and Lockett buwleci
at_ . something . like.--hbx- best; whilgt
Ellerker delivered six overs witliout
having a run scored from him uutil the
last ball, which might have heen caught
in the slips, but wus allowed t6 go to
the boundary. - Scores and “analysig ;—
CAMBRIDGESHIRE.—te: Innings . :
H, J.-Rogn. 8t Croas 1» Barnes .. )
K. R, Bsxon b Barneg ......
Covill 1bw b Barnes ...
H, B, Hart ¢ Plant b Dykes ...,
H. W. Taylor ¢ Ellerker b Barnes
J. Ayreg lbw b Barnes ...
. Morton b Barnes ...
F. W. Parfitt :b Lockett ...
T, W, Wilkinscir ¢ Cross b Ellerker 6

"b~

cwmBo

mom

D, V, . Pask not out ... 13
V. H,-Cockell c. Barnes b Ellerker §
vyt on JERUIEE s

Total e T2

© . 2nd Innings

H. J. Rosc ¢ Cocks b Dykes
R.; R, 8axon 1bw b Lockett
Covill’ 1hw b Barnes
H." B. Haft. b Lockett .
H. Taylor b . Lockett ..
R. Y. Ayr:s ¢ -Ellerker b Lockett
F. Morton b Lockett ...
F; W, Purfitt ¢ Plint b Barneg:
F.: W. “Wilkinson ¢ Rutherfor
o -Barhes’ ivicaieiaci. ;
D V. Pask absent hurt ..
W..H. Cockell not out
. "o o Extras”

STAFFORDIHIRE,—1¢t Innings, .
M, Cocke.b Pask |
Darnes ¢ Cockell
E, Mayer lbw b Rose ...
E. Beeloy ¢ Morton b Rose
H. W. Homer not out »
W, H. Ellerker ¢ Saxon b Rose ...
Lockéit b Rose
R. H; Plint not out ...

3 : tras

: 14 Total {ihhs. élgéed;
* HOWLING 'ANALYSIS -
< mbeidgeshire.—~1st Inns.  2nd Inga.
G e W, OALRW.
Barnecs 92635 8 1485123

B B oSEgEs

Dykes. . . 5241 T35 1
Eilerkdt’ 5126 2 6 54 0.
Lockett ~ 10,11 321177 71835346

‘Rutliirfotd “ Ry 5‘ 111+

Rialferdatiten o

Pusk ) :

Cotill
Wiikinson
Morten -
1 sé-
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G T R T S M S e LS o T B " Préte : Quy, Stattora -
.« .~ Staffordshire team to left and Cambridgeshire team 1o right with the Muyor in the centre
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SIX WICKETS FOR

NINETEE

N RUNS

&
<

LANCASHIRE
FOR

II. DISMISSED
S7

*
4+

STAFFORDSH

IRE’S LEAD

e
\4

Due mainly to the brilliant

bowling of Sidney Barnes, who

took six wickets for 19 runs, Staffordshire cricketers dismissed

Lancashire II. for 57 at Stoke to

-day.

Staffordshire’s fielding was of a high standard, Cocks
running out Farrimond in clever style, and Lockett making a

spectacular catch to dismiss Par

kinson.

The home county also found run-getting difficult, and were
all out for 88. Staffordshire thus gained a first innings lead of

31.

For several seasons now Staflfordshire's
home Minor Countles match with Lan-
cashire has been reduced to a onc-day
fixture, rain almost invariably having

« washed-out ” at least one day's play.

%v%:scn the tcams met at Stoke to-day., how-
ever, the prospects were better, for although
rather dull, the weather was at lcast fine and
rain did not seem too probable,

TEN PROFESSIONALS

Staffordshice’s only defeat this season was
at the hands of Lancashire II. in the second
match of the year, and naturally the home
county were eager to obtain their revenge.
They had a big task. however, as Lancashire’s
team consisted entirely of players with first
team expericnce, It was captained by P. Hig-
son. the only amateur, the other ten players
including the two Australian players, Bennett
and Horrocks,

Staffordshire. as usual, had only two pro-
fessionals, Barnes and Lockett, and thelr team
included two dcbutantes—E. Perry (West
Bromwich Dartmouth) and C. C. Goodway
(Smethwick). The latter was the wicketkeeper,
selected owing to the absence on business of
E. P. Cross.

The wicket had plenty of moisture in it, but
g prompt start was possible, Lancashire, who
won the toss, opening thelr innings with
Hawkwood and Parkinson. against Barnes and
Dykes, the East Lancashire bowler, who was
making his second appcarance for Stafford-

shire. BOWLERS’ EARLY SUCCESS

The visitors made a slow start, both howlers
keeping & good length. Barnes, in particular,
kept the batsmen on the defensive, and when
at last Parkinson turned him to leg for three,
{t was the prelude to B8taflordshire's first
cess, for tho very next ball proved fatal to
Hawkwood. He was out lbw after an uncom-
fortable 15 minutes at the wicket, during
which he had twice narrowly missed playing-
on. This wicket fell at 7, and with Taylor in,
pancashire continued to have to fight hard for

n.
ev%'rgenf]lcldmg of the Btaflordshire team, so
far, had been of an unusually high standard,
anci perry. at point, and Bickerton, at short
leg. earncd cheers from the crowd for brilliant
efforts. core had only reached 10 in 25 minutes
when Btaflfordshire made further progress.
Again it was by an lbw decision, but this time
“*]Ze powler was Dykes, who thus got rid of

Taylor before that dangerous batsman had
“glcdddeld followed. but the scoring still

so slow that ten overs produced only
rcn;;,‘i’f;gnumbcr of runs, and although Parkin-
e B agaln got Barnes to leg for a couple, he
50’1""Ce almost lifted the ball into the hands of
i’vérﬂ' close in at square leg, in the same over.

Oldfield was 88 much in difficulties as
arkinson against Barnes, and with Dykes also
Talntaining 3 steady length, the game had
been in progress three-quarters of an hour
pefore the score reached 20.

One run later, Staffordshire captured their
t wicket. and it was not surprising to
ce Oldfleld depart. He had continually lobbed
2;he ball forward in making defensive strokes,

ana alter sCOring a, ne was caught by Bedgwick
at silly point, the fleldsman knocking the ball
upwards with his right hand before completing
the catch.
FARRIMOND RUN OUT

Farrimond, who now Jjoined the cautious
Parklnson. might have becn out in his first
over, offering a very difficult catch behind the
wicket, and following this cscape this usually
forceful batsman, was also content to defend.

An hour's play produced only 24 runs, at
which total Dykes went off in favour of
Lockett, his nine overs having produced 10
Tuns.

The change was immediately successful.
Farrimond being out off the first ball he
received., The credit for the wicket, however,
belongs entirely to Cocks, for when Farrimond
hit the ball tows s mid-off the Staflord
layer fielded it brilhantly and hit the wicket
Po run out Lancashire’s reserve wicket-keeper.

It was rather an eventful first over of
Lockett's, for after this wicket Parkinson hit
two successive short-pitched balls to the leg
boundary, these being the first 4's of the

Innings.
BRILLIANT CATCH

This over of Locketts, however, was, it
proved, merely bowled in order to allow Barnes
and Dykes to change ends, and the move was
s0 successful that with the second ball from
his new end Barnes got rid of Parkinson. It
was a brilllant catch by Lockett in the slips
which effected Parkinson's dlsmlssal, the Old-
ham professional rolling on to his back in
making the catch. This wicket fell at 34, of
which the outgoing batsman had made 21, and
it paved the way for the appearance of
Horrocks.

Horrocks showed promise by drlvln% Barnes
to the boundary, but he might have been out
the next ball when he had a lucky snick over
the slips for a couple.

With the next ball, however, Barnes had hls
revenge, for when Horrocks tried to repeat his
straight drive, he was well caught by Heath
at mid-off, the slxth wicket falling at 44.

Before Latchford had scored, he had a very
confident appeal by Barnes for lbw answered
in his favour, but the next ball clean bowled
him,

Parkin, the son of the famous Cecil Parkin,
joined his captain with the score 48 for scven.
At this stage Barnes had taken flve wickets
for 16 runs in 13 overs,

HIGSON CAUGHT

Parkin, too, survived an lbw appcal from
Carnes before he had scored, and without
addition to the score Dykes was superscded by
Lockett. Higson played Lockett with confi-
dence, but he was at a loss against Barnes, and
at 53 was caught by Perry for a valuable 11,
scored in 40 minutes, the fieldsman taking the
ball practically off the bat, 8o close in was he
flelding at silly point.

Another wicket should have fallen at once
but Sedgwick dropped an casy catch at shory
leg offered by Parkin. As it happened, the
lapse did not matter, for In the same ow;r at
65, Parkin hit out and was well caught on tI
leg boundary by Cocks. e

The innings came to m close :
before lunch, when at 57, Holr(sv(l“rw iniles

from Lockett to mid-off whore Ht‘ngllcmlptdconk wll
. an-
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other easy catch.
It had been a brilllant mors ¢
nin
Staffordshire and especially by Bx:zrim
six wickets had been secure
three boundaries were inclu
innings.

work by
5. wWhcese
d for 19 runs, Only
ded In Lancashire’s

Lancashire's surprisinzly poor total .
made on a wicket which was dryn{a'fl been
slowly. but when Staflordshire b2gan th
reply the conditions looked likely to be Bl
more in favour of the bowlers. Shen

At any rate. during the lunch int
sun made 1ts appearance, and
shire opened their innings with

very

°rval the
when Staflord.
a fresh partner.

ship comprised of G. Sedgwick (Leej

¢ 54 ¢l and E
Perry (West  Bromwich) ; B
brilliantly, i was  shining

This turn for the better
was very welcome, for its mﬂur-l:cc”g; 1‘?,“”‘”
was soon obvious there belng over ¢ Fale
spectators present ‘on the resumption J.000

It was a confident start that the S
batsmen made for Perry took a three
ford’s first ball. and altogcther the
overs from Latchford and )
12 runs.

tan young
OPH Lalch.-

‘ISt four
Holroyd produced

NO PRISKS TAKEN

The batsmen. naturally, too
while the scoring slowed dr)\\“;,n:r.{li;}é:- but,
appeared in any difficulties. The Laneqcno"
bowlers kept n good length, byt their Sastiine
were quite devold of the guile of Bay cflorts

In 25 minutes the score reached 10‘ nee
total Parkin superseded Holroyd 'IM which
good change for Lancashire, for qa‘f'ls. a
could not time the ball, and. from ‘t‘(m“ck
bowler's third delivery, was out 1 b g F{C new
at once resumed. 10 the exclusion of Lafep oY d

The bowlers were now getting : chforg
assistance from the pitch. and Cock plenty  ¢f

short, stay, was uncomfor S, during
increased the score by a nln:‘;r{)l%henuan had
y was

out to a good slip catch by
making way for Barnes. ¥ Harracks

The first boundary of the
credited to extras, a fast ball
golng over Farrimond's head. The
plrm’cr]l (n’IL_:;l to Perry., the ball
sharply. his was at 21, and thus s
were faring as badly asg unm.-‘;lx:n:ﬁ“1?1‘;{",’;'“"

Barnes started well by pulling Parkin (g iy
leg boundary, but that was hig only 50 Hhe
atroke, for at 26, in Parkin's next over roring
bowled. This was Parkin'g third succ'c
tolé\ll ‘gmt of only six runs,

ckerton and Heath uscd cautious
and play had been In progress an ll:o'\?:l\l\‘-?dﬂ'
40 was reached. Later the pair scorcq S
freely, Heath driving Parkin for twoa g more
glve boundarirs, and they had taken meucw&
to within four of that of Lancashire whmsc{m\
partnership was broken., Heath, in nttom‘(”“\
to drive Holroyd. putting the ball up for 'rp _Ing
tosrzmrlr(t: (s;r; casy calch at mid-ofl. axlor
afTfordshire were still two runs behind w

they lost another wicket When
to Holroyd at 'w.  Bighetion being tbw

STAFFORDSHIRE'S LEAD

5 ‘w]'lthnut any nddition to the score

nely caught by Hawkwood i )

i y Ha n the slips of
The collapse became worse when

also left at the same tolal. Homer mlcﬁkf"

ball to mid-off, and calicd for a rum 1o

at 17, thus
inningg was
from Parkin

next delivery
coming {n

SS at a

Mayer wag

quick return by Bennett easily ran mm‘?“& ¢
The conjecture as to whether, afier ;lll{

StafTfordshire would obtain the lead

quickly ended. however, for 8. Dykes hltwa8
rlorious six Lo leg 8 80on as he arrived, 1qq
followed with a boundary, and the pair st'\T:g

until the score had been taken t
Dykes was bowled,

When the home county's innings ca
cloae at 88 with the dismissal of (}r(?r:‘mtg-(;?
Staffordshire had a small but valuable Jeng
of 31 ’

0o 71, when

LANCASHIRE Il.—First Innings
Parkinson ¢ Lockett b Barnas ..
Hawkwood 19w b Barnes
Taylor Ibw b Dykes
Oldhaeld o Sedgwick b Barnes
Farrimond run aut
P Higoon o Porry b Barnea
Herrocks ¢ Heath b Barnes

Latehford b Barnes :

Parkin ¢ Cocks b Lockett . .. . ...~ ¢ 1
Bennoett not out :

Hobroyd ¢ Heath h Locketf . < 2

Entras . 2

Total 87

STAFFORDSHIRE.-
E Perry b Parkin
G Sedgwick Ibw h Parkin

M M Cochg ¢ Horr .
Burnes b Parkin ocks b Holroyd |

A A Bickerton Ihw b Ho'royd

]

10

1

q

J 8 Meath ¢ Taylor b 1 e
H W MHemer not ouy Hoterd a8
9

0

[}

9

1

First Innings

E Maver ¢ Mawhwo
Lockett run out o
g Dykes b Parxin
cc Goodway ¢ Hawhw

Molroyd

ood b Molroyd

Extrag
18
Total E&
3
i BOwWLINg AMNALYSg
ancaghirg |9, Firot Innman
Barnea " !
Dykea v J : '
Laockery 3 ! ‘“ |
51 5 l
8t \ |
aﬁordumm Plrag Imning, ‘ ‘
! telhifing N :
I(n\w\,‘ I ! ; b
a

Parkig 1# L
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Fvoe, Seeineh - Thavodan, 4 famt (132,

' bowled & maiden to 8cdgwick, the on)
| CASHIRE 11 BE o Wiektia Viclory Loy, Save Slattordih
. & “ickets viclory ettin
j‘ 2 Parkin's nexy ov v B € o single off

er.

| TWO RUNS A MINUTE

i The innings had lasted 27

; BY TEN WICKETS  iibiiafa..
' —

Perry, who had had nearly al) t :

had made such good use of his chanzgsb&:l:?ﬁ:

had 47 to his credit, including eight fours,
. , Staffordshire, therefore, gained fui] reven

. for thel{a{nlluge by 76 runs in the trntcgks

agains: Lancashire early in :

R'[ lNS HI‘ I \ OF I i‘ IN 27 gal LANCASHIRE ..._Wﬁlel::mn.

Parkinson ¢ Lockett b Barnes

Hawkwood Ibw b Barngs

Yaylcr Ibw b Dykes .. . .
Oldfleld ¢ Sedgwick b Barne:

/ I \ I ‘: Parrimond run out . ...
S P Higson o Perry b Barnes

Horrocks ¢ Heath b Barnes

-

Lnlimwd b llumu s
Parkin o Cocks b Lockstt
- Ty Bannett not out . .

. Hoiroyd ¢ Heath b

PERRY’S FINE BATTING L

Stcond Innings

Parkinson b Barnes

PRy * Bonnett ¢ Loekett b
+

lmomwuce

-
S

|
| Latchford ¢ Sedgwick b Barnes

Staffordshire galned a brilliant two-runs-a-minuto victory over ?ﬁ?ﬁ"qﬁiﬁi"}:‘:‘;” o
' % “Lancashire IL at Stoke to-day, and so avenged their carly season Siatad ¢ Mesiway b Bernes -
| deteat at 'the hands of the Red Roso representatives. C Parkin tow b u:n&l ...... il s
| Following yesterday's bowling successes, when thirty wickets R e ‘
ﬁ i fell for 229 runs and Barnes captured thirteen for 50, Staffordshire Total oo oo n
[ '+ yequired only 54 runs to win when they began thelr second innings . W"’T:'::":::"""-— irst Innings
i this momning. . . B ML PRl g o
? *+  These runs were hit off in 27 minutes by Perry and Sedgwick, Barnes 0 PAMI i - 1
| ¢ 1and the former, who had most of the bowling, played a delightfully J, 8 Heatn s Taxior b Holroyd | 38
}’  aggressive innings, eight boundaries being included in his 47. Only U My s i waos i T ’
| 10.2 overs were delivered, and only one—bowlad when the scores Lesyort qun ‘}‘:',;.;;‘;;: e s
were equal—was a maiden. © & Goedway o Humkiood ¥ v |

X Total ...
o . Second Innings.
€ Perry not out ...

; was every prospect of Stafford- The very first bell was turned to leg by G Sedgwick not out
There t A Extras ...
when the B4 for 3; the next produced a single
recording a victory vk the ' third was soteked past the Total (for ne wkt)

v B Perry, s B4
; unties match with Lancashire Der for ancther single: the  fourth v
J:I.ﬂn:'tmc:csumed at Stoke this morning, m: ¥r boundiry b7 Becrys and on N\ BOWLING ANALYVSIS

Lancashire 11.—Pirst Innings
ounty required only 54 ¢ rext Perry gained another single with s o, M. R .
. A cd haf! :xlil thelr wickets 3% Iud from a short straight drive. Only Baroes R £
rans to win, an & s ball was not scored off. Dyues . M
mtact. k:sﬁ;‘h:e cxheg end, Pa"mdh;dhi-h”gx; ol{ ulw Lockett TERSRURNEE |
vl cvershadow the and he too conceeded three singles in
8o “‘“‘u’,’ ﬂa‘&?'fc;uimmm 30 wickets— s o cver, s0 that after less than five Barues R I O
B completed innings—fell for 229 runs,  2uus play Btaflordehire needed only 41 for Drics KR s Bl
! ;’nmrm of only just over 7 runs per wicket. ray. Lockett e Rl
| BARNES’ BRILLIANT BOWLING PERRY’S AGGRESSIVENESS _ Latehford 2.8 .
| ' allowing fcr the fact that the wicket Ths bright start was fully maintained. Hoirord . '§2 s
umd the bowlers, it wn.sb: fine achievement Edvyd's second over produced only a single, Parkin w o
Staffordshire—or, to more accurate, %3 thai run enabled Perry to get opposite
- =4 . il troyd T T
e ais 1 1oL Tho g ey 1 10d e ket the seors mounting rapialy 104 o p
i was as deadly us ever, and had 5 7A€ bim beautifully to the boundary, Latehford Bl ol
pational was ul it wi'ckels for'50 runs, ang 1 foliowed with a hard drive for a couple, Higon . o 8 oo
much record of |} when he changed ‘ends, &2 B¢ same over, however, he narrowly escaped Parkinson A L0
! cept for two overs 8 bezg sumped while making a forward stroke.

et 10 each mg&‘g'-tg”“&‘;fg gz‘::“ﬁﬂ‘l’r‘l‘&e 4 02 (¢ last bull of this over, he gained another
By tea um:nu:lpated the narrow lead of 91 2ge to again capture the bowurrml ] -rled {2
ﬁ‘hmtgﬂuhm county gained on the first mhn.mlne mon:—“z:: ‘g‘ﬁ:xdm successive
| i‘nnﬂm proved a.great advantage. Lancarhire 3 and & single .
‘ 1= been expected o put up a much better In 10 minutes, 30 runs were on the board,
| siance at thelr second attempt than they 4 vhith Perry had scored no fewer than 25,
ﬁt;m did, however, and but for the efforta of I wug vtgyconndent batting—of a totally
Skl gay e nbings, 0TS, Bend: S e o tnat abpn Sesferday “and
{ e over off Barnes, while Bennett, Safordshire been against
b 10 0 Catrallan, had 22 to his credit before g engaged In & fght aga
out to one of two fine slip catches by M ¥t was the batting came as a delightful
e e, anim e, vt e SR B
ng“m;a e Il 31, Tor che an?izu:': ?x:lortuna‘{: :rrl‘:t; th:re v-'a’.s s\;ch
gﬂh wicket, the only partnership of note in a small - gate “éo i :t. _———
f otal It was not indiscriminate h g either, for
peen mfmwnd m?fmg ;‘éﬁf hﬁ’ée ﬁ‘:j’,} the batsmen were getting the ball well in the
'“'“"mmxm scemed much easler to play centre of the bat every time, and scoring with
ﬁ’%’ym. whom he succeeded at 27 when orthodox shots all round the wicket,

Dskes bad taken one wicket for nine runs. FIVE OVERS—30 RUNS
When the score reached 30, there had only
ENTERPRISING START heen five Overs, Two of tnces had been seny

down by Parkin at a cost of 10 runs, and he

¥ 9
ﬂ ) was superseded by Latchford. He was cqually
" Ten Runs Oﬁ HO = yd $ a3 easy to play, his first two overs producing
p 1 Opening OVCI’ .. eight runs, inciuding another four to Yerry, and

” when, at 38, P. Higson went on ior Holroyd,
The weather was dull and threatening when 0o onslaught assured a brilllant victory.

mmume& this morning, only & {few minutes The Lancashire captain's first over produced
! no fewer than 14 runs, After playing the first
‘."-,w 1ast night's heavy rain. the wicket was ball, Perry hit Higson through the covers for
b wet, 80 much so that it appeared four, and followed tnis by a single. When Bedg-
g mw runs could be hit off by courage-  wick took u single off the fourth bail, Perry
uﬁmng before the pitch began to dry completed Lancashire's discomfiture by getting
g&'mny for the bowlers to get any real ?i;w: ;noreb bﬁ)undaﬂes on the off side {rom the
'fanre 3t two balls,
E[i»mh'ire‘a hopes of springing a last minute This brought the total to exactly 53, Stafford-
iz practically disappeared with the very  shire thus wanting one run for victory. Thetr
it orer ¢f the morning. This was delivered 8uccess was delayed a moment longer thanp
& Holroyd, their most success{ul bowler yes-  expected, for again Lancashire made & bowling
{gdy, and {rom It Pesty and Bedgwick scored  change, Parkinson going on for Latchford, He
= fewey thap 10 runs, i
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A DAY OF CHEAP
© WICKETS

8y “THE ORITIO"

‘hen thirty  wickets fall in . a. day
for“229 runs, as was the case at Stoke
on Wodnesday, there ese not juany 'dull
moments for spectatars, - Fortunately, the
dull, doubtful morniug. turned - into =
delightful, ‘sunny dey, and somethn
like 1,500 "or 2,000 spectators assemble
on the old County Ground, to witness
the triumph of the -bowlers (especially
of Sydney Barnes) snd the discomlitule
of batswmen. Staffordshire-had a useful
gide in the ‘fleld, though -the bowlers
who could be expected to ake the most
of the tricky wicket, that is to say, the
bowlers with a good command of upu:j
were virtually cuntined ‘to Barres and
Lockett. 8. Dykes was again -included,
and E. Perry, of West bromwich Dartinout h,
made his lﬁnt appearance in the side for
two yeals, Perry hus developed into
one of the best in the county, p[\d is, of
courze, & useful bowler in addition, but
neit her be nor Dykes is the t ype of bowler
to get the best out of a soft wicket, Nesther
are Mayer and Gordon Sedgwick spin-
bowlers of ibe type which Weduesday’s
wicket psked for.. Bo a. great deal de-
on Bammes -and’ Lockett, snd,
when ‘the conditions suit them
reasonably well, they needed httle help,
Baines's perfurmance was the outstand-
ing feature of the duy's pluy, but Lockelt
albo got prodigious work on the "ball,
and with the leest luck would have done
better than bhs figuies indicate, The
batting of tke side appeared as strong
as in any match dur ng the geason. In
the absence of E. P. Cross a new w cket-
keeper was til2d in C. C. Goodway, of
Smethw ck, and, wthout reaching Cross's
brillisnce, he revealed considerable skill,
it a little weak on the leg side. Lancashire
put & good team in the fleld, including
t he t wo Australians, Horrocks and Bennett,
and the clever Lttle left-arm  bowler,
Holroyd, who left the ground stafl for
Lancushire League cricket last season.
1 was interested to leam, by the bye,
that -Dykes, the = Sieflordshire bowier,
.who is nown the Lancashire Crnstabulary
at Darwen, and plays for Kast Lancashiie
n the Lanceshire League, bad two sea-
gons on the ground staff at Qid:Trafford
some four or flve years wgo.

« It -will -be remembered that when {he
teams ‘met -at-Werneth eard.er'in the sea-
son, -Lyrcashive | I, 'won by -96 ‘rurs, and
I made the dafinite  statement ‘on' that
aceasiont that ‘the: ‘winning ol -the’ toss
was- equivalént 1o winning the matoh.
Peter Hiison' agsin™ beat the “Stafford-
shire Coptainin the toss, and though the
day’s p.ay went in Staffordshire’s favour,
1 am going to express the opinion that
Lanceshite- egain had the better of the
cond.tiors. t'nough they’ collapsed for
a mengre G7, the wicket was not so difti-
cult as dwing the Btaflordshire inpings
which followed, The hot sun was then
baking if, and it not only responded to
finger-spin, but did so appreciabyy quicker
than when Lanceshite were batting before
lunch. And Lancashize  had' the same
advantage when they batted again after
tea, for theie was less sun, and the pitch
nevep recovered s Lyeline:s after ‘the
roller. So, at the risk of & charge of bias,
I have no hesitstion in asserting that
Stafinrdshire gat definitely or topin spive
of hav.ng the worse of the conditions.™ "

Lancashire were dismisced in a little
under two hours Lefore lunch, and the
bowung of Barnes was chlefly responsible,
Dykes opened the bowling with him,
and bowled veiy steadily, gottlng what
one mutt regard as hs inevitable wicket
when hoe bad the left-hander, Taylor,
leg-before, Barnes had previously got
rid of a really goad young bat in Hawkwood
in the same way, and two wickets were
down for 10. Besides which, Hawkwood
had been missed at short leg offi Barnes.
Parkinson batted laboriously, and . if
Barnes had put on a uill)i' poiut close in
earlier, he would have heen caught in
that position. When the bowler did
move Sedgwick acress from the log side,
Oldfleld soon popped one up into -his
hands, ar. as Farrimond tried too sharp
a pingle . '1 was cleverly thrown out by
Cocks, fo iv of the Lancastrians had gone
for 24. «i.gson shaped indifferently, but
got & few runs behind the wicket, and
when Lockelt took an over to euable
the omg.nal bowlers tp change ends,
Parkinson™ " hit him 'to’ the boundary
from two consecutive balls, After batting
an hour and fve munuies, however,
Parkinson edged une of Barnes's spinnels
and was besutifully caught af first slip.
Horrocks was inclned to be aggressive,
but soon drove one straight to mid-on
and fell to another good cateh, whilst
Latchford h;t.whu!p the ball was not in
trying to drive Hnm{:s. Then  Higson
porped one up Lo poini, and Lockelf,

relieving Dykes, got the last two wickets
with following balls, Parkin by mears of
a neat catch near the square-leg boundary,
and Holroyd from a sk.er.- %_al'ues had-
bowled with consummate -kili, and .the
Lancastrians simply could aot play- him.
Perry and Sedgwick opened the Staf-
fordshire innings, and both batting very
straight, bad no great difficulty while the
effect of the roller remained in the pitch.
Latchford and Holroyd bowled well, how-
ever, and only 18. were scored in half-an-
hour, . Then c¢ime a disastrous period,
four wickets falling in-'a quarter-of-an-
hour, while 10 further runs wers scored.
Parkin, ‘who relieved .Latchford, -was
chiefly responsible, for he got three wickets
four overs for ¢ runs. ‘H.s off-break
was coming quickly ' off the ypitch. M,
H. Cocks fell to & very low catch in the
slips off one of the leg-ypinners. The
Porthill pair, " Bickertou and  Heath,
stopped the rot, and added 27 jn 23 minutes’
by good, resourceful baltlng. Holroyd
was becoming increasingly difficult, and
was tak.ng aleece out of the pitch with
every ball, e eventually dismissed both
the . batsmen, for Heath tried to drive
one that kicked and was caught from a
skler at cover aud Bickerton had one
that scarcely roee at all and was lbw.
Things were going badly when Mayer fell
to another low catch close in; and Homer,
in his anxiety.to secure the first inningsa’
lead, called Lockett for an impoasible
run, and Aaron was very easily rum out.
Dykes immediately put’ Staffordshire in
front with a. mighty on hit ‘for six oft
Parkin, and the last two wickets added an
invaluable ‘88, Homer getting one or two
good shots, and Goodway a perfect off-
drive from Holrayd. Staffordshire thus
secured a lead oi 81, and got their runs
in tweuty minutes’ less time than the
visitors had eccupied. -
Lancashire batted a second time aftep
tea, and this time™~Park.nson changed
his tactics with disastrous result, He
made an agricultural stroke at Barnes's
third ball ‘and retired without a run
scored. Horrocks, however, et with
more success, for he hit Barncs for two
4's and & 2 in h's second over. He proved
to te Dyke’s inevitable wicket (he has
bowled 10 four innings and got one wicket
every .tunez. being ~ beaten snd bowled
in trying to-drive. Sedgwick : spapped
up a low ball close in to get tid of Latch-
ford, and then - Bennett ahd Hawkwood
gut ugﬂquita & coasiderable stand, addisg
lin halt-an-hour. Lockett dived fora low
slip catch from Boannett, and latec held
another whilst roliing over to get vid of
Farimond. Barnes had Taylor tumblng
over himeelf, and O.dfleld tried in vain
Lp get away from a rising leg-break. The
Lancashire Captein tried the foro.ng game
cud h.t Barres for 2 and 4, the latter being
a rather difficult chance to Bickerton on
the rails, but the old head was too wily
for him, and. he woe epsi: gtumped off
the next ball. " Lookett Leen bowling
some time In place of Dykes, and he again
onnexed " the ' last - two wlckets, He
zvhltel tl;oowl_ed l{oumlll the v;)iekeﬁ‘ ‘o make
e batsmen play. h's off-break, and got
two lbw decisions. . l? o *8. ;
Lancashire were out “at 8.25, leavin
Staftordshire with an innipgs to play ang
54 runs to get to win. Baiges sent down
88 avers dunn% the day, bowling t hrough
bath “incirgs. In almcst ‘4 ‘hours' bowlin
mﬁ L‘B\dt lsusﬂtlhtﬂ&lzg he }'.elivehrzddooulg
@ counted on the ers of one , 8nd,
I"¢hink, : without “using -:bem all? As 1
have stated, the spin never operated so
%e\ltom when he waa bawling as it.did
between lunch.and tea, and: h s tecord
pf* thirteen wickets for 5O runa was =
wonderful achievenent from overy.point
of view. [ S i
. BRILLIANT INNINGS RBY ERIO
FERRY

Three minutes Jees than - half-an-hour
gufliced to loish the match on Thursday
morning, There had  been some rain
ia the night, and the wicket was, of course,
eased by I, K. Berry and (f Rodgwlok
were tho fimt pain of Btaffordshire batrimen,
and  Holroyd Parkin  bowlad,
Sedgwick hit Holroyd's first ball square
for three, and thereafler he was I;rnctlcull
u  spgctator while the Westbromwic
player flogged the bov:ljl:{; unmegcifully.

he bowling was changed slmost every
over, but nothing conld check Perry's
cnsleught. He bngan by stepping back
to send Holroyd to the ralls with a per-
fect hook stroke, and after & few singles
to each batsman, Perry cut Parkin for
four, " and  brilliantly drove successive
halls  from Holroyd ™ to (he boundary,
Latchford bowled, but Perry cut him
squate for four, a glorious shot, and
when Higson went on hinwelf in place
of Holroyd and howled short, Peery cut
hiu® for three great 4's in one over. 'This
teok his own score to 40, snd the tolal
to 53, With the scores a tle, Fark.nson
way introduced and bowled o malden
b0 Sedgwick. Parkin  resumed at the
other end, and Perry would have reached
his half-eentury if “he Id hav
another { p gould have got

our. lnatead, he tovk g “harp

single in front of cover- point, and the
match was won by ten wickets, Sedgwick
had. Uttle - opportunity to score, for his
briltiant rtner nearly monopolised the
bowllr_;g aftec the fimt two or thee overs,
Perry's 47 in 27 minwtes was a display
to ‘remember with pleasure. The power
behind his drives was exceptional (ope
that was stopped by extra COver was
wortby " of . Hammond), and hls square
cuts travelled to the boundary at a great
})a 2. Buch an exhibition of polished,
otcing - cricket, emphasized the m'sfor.
tu.nu ta Btdantﬁulam of his irabilty
0 comman me to p

cdgket.x“d Play . county

taffordshire took ample revenge

their defeat at Wemelh,’;he,uuly %nef?;;
the scason, but they ocould not retcleve
the loss of percentage, and their chance
of championship honours is still very
remote. best percentage now possible
is 08.567, which is not likely to put them
in'a position even to challenge fop-the
ohampionship. LY g R e
-5 - -BCORES AND ANALYSIN &

-. . LANCASHIRE IJ.

I’ c, Bedgwick b Herne;

rimond’ ‘nm out ..., .
P. Higson ¢ Perry b'Batiies
;. Horrocka ¢ Heath b Ba ;
:.’Latchford b Bames,,.
< Parkin ¢ Cocks b Lockett™,
- Heénnett not out .\, ....5,%,
Holroyd ¢ Heath b Lockett ',
Lo T EXUTAR wu by e el

Total ...
oateg w0 BECOND INNING
Parkinson' b Barmnes
. Hawkwood not out,....,
Tayvlor lbw b Barnes.......|
0ldfield ¢ Goodway b Bamres
“'Farimoud ¢ Lockett b Baines...,
'/ P, Higson st Goodway b-Barres,, "¢’
< Horrocks b Dykes..voraeeienes 18"
Latch’ard ¢ Bedgwick b Barnes.. 8
-/ Park n 1bw b Lockett...ovvi il - 0
i* Bennett ¢ Lockeit b Barnes
Holroyd lbw b Lockett v, ;.
2ot s W FalvaB v ens

EREEEET RN

Total ves
NTAFFURDSHIRL -
G ' ¥FimsT INNINGS

P. E. Perry b Parkin.., .
G. Eedgwick lbw b Parkin,.....,.
.M. H. Cocks ¢ Horrocks b Holru; d
" Bammes b Parkm...o.,00iiiiii00 4
A. A. Bickerton lbw b Holroyd,. 14-
« J. 8, Heath ¢ Taylor b Holroyd,. 14
H, W. Homer not out..q..ovet 0
B, Mayer ¢ Hawkwood b Holroyd ¢
Lockett run out....covenesesys
8., Dykes b Parkin,............ &
C. Goodway ¢ Hawkwood b Holrcyl - 7

EBXtras cossessorassrves 10

. ks
10
1

Totalessiueesesinny 88
R SECOND INNINGS :
‘E. Perry nat out...ipeeeysnsas 47
G, Sedgwick not out..... .y
v - » Extrgs 0.
. Total (for no wicket) 54
- ' BOWLING ANALYSIS

RN RN RN N RY

- LANCASHIRE II. -— FIBST INNINGS
a0 0. M. R, W,
Barnes -.,.c000.18 ., B oL 10 4, 0
Lockett ,oive.wn G101 40 14 .02
Lykes poeeeend8 o080 180010
% ., 8ECOND INNINGS = . & -
Barnes y.,..,..18 ,. 7T, 817, . A

cLockett ¢ooqeesild W08 40 36 .. 2
Lykes “qveesean & o0 1008 00 1

STAFFORDSHIBE —FIRST INNINGS i

THoltcyld yuevre 105 8 L. 20000 5
Parkin  ..o.eens 4 .,8 ..8 ., 4
Latchford .... )

e T e 24, 8L
SECOND INNINGS §

Holroyd .vv.vv0o 4 0.0 L. 21 ., 0
Parkin ® ......,.2.2.00 ., 11 ., .0
o Latchford .00 %000 1 T 1T
Higson w..opp0. 1,0 .04 o 0
Parkingon ...,..1,,1 ., a0
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. .. ROLLESTON v. RANGEMQRE' !
_Piayed at Rolleston on Saturday. .~ ..
RANGEMORE —L. Duykes b Docksey 2,
‘R, Shorthouse b H. Bentley 0, J. Green
o 'A. Bentley b H. Bentley 11, L. Savage
b Docksey 1, H. Shelton ¢ Topley b Docﬁ-,
sey 38, L. Roderick b H. Bentley 2, G.
Roderick b H. JJentley 2, 8. Hollins ¢
Robinson b Dockeey 0, E. Stride not out
0, G. Bennett ¢ Topley b _H, Bentley 0,
J. Dainty st Togley b H Bentley 0;
extras 1.—Total, 22. »
RoLLESTON.—R. W. Archer b Roderick
4, A. Bentlay ¢ Green b Roderick 0, E,
McKenna b Dukes 9, F, Topley run out
0, E. Grimley run out 2, L. Jz)ocksey c
Shorthouse b Roderick 0, R. C, Archer o
Roderick ‘b Dukes 8, T. Robinson ¢ Dukes
b Roderick 2, A. Btafford not. out 6, H.
Bentley b Dainty 4, R. S8helton ¢ Dukes
b Dainty 0 ; extras 1,—Total, 83, . -, .

.. WALSALL v. WESTBRO MWICH
" Walsall went' to Sandwell "Park  on
Saturday but were well beaten by Wegt-
bromwich Dartmouth in ‘a one-sided
game, The home team ‘batted firmt,
and largely dueto E. Perr{'s 84 “hit u
294 for seven wickets and tken (leclnre'(f;'
Walsall went in but were all out for 56,
C, Haynes (28) being the only batsman
to get double figures. Lawton:had slx
wickets for 22 runs, ST i
Walsall II, lost -their tenth game at
home on Baturday, when t,heiy entertained
Westbromwich Dartmouth II, “ The’ home
team made 141, W. J. Jordan 'batting
bri h@lg for his 75. The Walsall bawlers
cougld jo little aganst the wvisitors, who
put on the mecessary 142 runs for the.
Exss of only seven wickets, '~ ¢ -

34
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| BARNES’ SEVEN

| WICKETS

’
County

? Staftordshire
f entered upon

shire at Cambridge to-day.

wod

Pask was almoat run out,
| In
made &

cricketers
their last match of the
geason when they opposed Cambridge-

gtaffordshire won the toss, but the wicket
so soft, after two doys' rain, that they
| doclded to put Cambridgo In to bat.

i Barnes went vely ncar to having Coote, the
left-hander, caught at forward 'Bquure-leg in
the first over, and in tho veteran's sccond over

Ellerker's second over, Coote, who had

Il seven runs on the board, was out

| 1,b.w. Wilkinson wns beginning to seltle down

' when @ ball from Bgrnes hit his foot and
then atruck the wicket. Pask was shortly after-
wards missed at square leg oft Barnecs.

t MORE BOWLING SUCCESSES

The batsmen were quite unable to judge the
| pace of the wicket, and at 20 Pask was very
| gmartly stumped when reaching forward to

' oker. Covill, who had batted steadily, then
E‘féékfo hit the first loose bnnla;x;togown by
ong-on,

arnes, and was caught at
3lckeu belng down for 22,

| and Ridgeon then settled down to dig
3 th?rg:glvca in and to walt for any loose balls.
The palr brought about 8 bowling change, as

at 36 Lockett displaced Ellerker.

In a little over half an hour, Rose and
Ridgeon had doubl;ed the tshcorch On‘e rt}n: latﬁr
o was caught in the slips, fust touch-
Eldgoes Rose had been
patiing for nearly an hour when he mistimed
& delivery from Lockett which kept low and

& rising ball from Barnes.

was l.b.w,
smith Qad, In the meantime, opened his
innings with two big hits—a four and & three
! —poth at the expense of Barnes, He followed
this up with two fours in one over from Barnes
agnin, A6 the lunch Interval, the score stood
at 71 for six wickets, 8milh having been the
only man who had played Barnes with con~

fidence.

There was every prospect of a storm®uring
Harnes con-
tinued bowling on resumption, and elthough
gmith hit him Ic;rlthrcc two's tlhe Btt\uﬁordsmrg
fonal got his revenge, when he accepte
profels Barnes obtalned
wicket in his next over, having Kerridge Lb.w.
He was now bowling so well that he
batsmen non-plussed over after over, and it
was only occaslonally that they even stopped

the Interval, but it pussed over,

roturn _calch.

the hall

s )
cricket had become very slow indeed,
wj?rﬁha hoine county fighting hard for singles,
Hart was never comfortable, but Ayres took
plsks when the last batsman was in.
jusl after the score had reached to three figures,
Barnes brought off his third *'caughl and
bowled,” making 11l analysls for the innings
o had bowled unchanged and

flighted the ball magnificently.
e former making B
tnnings, th He made 24 qut of the first

seven for 02,
had

idge bowlirg.

35 rzms when Gale was run out,
Cambridgeshire

v oot lbw b Lllerker

{ (\/’")J‘.Yx»k st Cross b Ellerbor

¥ W Wilkinkon I Barnes
Covill ¢ Perry h Burnes

N J Rose Ihw b Lockett .

I A Ridgeon ¢ Lockett b DBa

Smith (&) ¢ npd b Barnes
I3 Ayrea ¢ and b Barnca
K 0 Kerrulge 1hw b Harnes
Hart ¢ und b Rarnes

¢ Barrett |lmh il

Xuiiy SN
Totnl
Staffordshire

12 Derry not out
1, E Gale run cut
Redgwick not out

Extia

another
ad the

However.

Tatal (lor 1 wkt)
BOWLING ANALYSIS
Oambridgoshire.—Rirot Innings
Barnes 7 for 02, Elorkor @ for 18, Lockett 1 for 21,

four

'VICTORY  BID
N =
FINAL MATCH

'D‘ogg'ed" Batting
By Home Team

HOMER'S SEVENTY

L

Staffordshire were in a very favour-
able position when the final.day's play
in their match with Cambridgeshire—
the county’s last fixture of the scason—
began at Cambridge to-day, having a
lead of 89 runs with four wlckgtsvm

hand. E
Yesterday, the home side, scnt in to bat,
werc- dismisscd -~ in two hours aund o
half for 102, Barmes bowled throughout
and had the fine record of seven for 62, though
Bmith hit him for 26 in four overs,
When 8tafTordshire batted, Gele ran himself
but Perry, the Weat Bromwlich Dartmouth
la¥er, hit brilllantly, scoring his 81, which
E‘xc uded ten 4's, in eighty minutes, He also
ran himself out when a century seemed likely,
The wicket had 1ot cut up very budly as the
result o} the first day's play, nor had :t dried
mucli during the night, but to-day the sun
was shining and there was o nice breeze, and
it was hkely that the pitch would Improve.
Cilcket wns very slow at the outset, the
first 38 minutes’ gluy producing only 22 runs.
Homer, who had hatted overnight for an hour
and 20 minutes. for 23 runs, Was still
caution itself. A bad over, howcver, by Covlll
improved matters, Homer taking a two, a
threo, and a four, and Barnes & single, In
the next over, Barnes was caught at mid-ofl,
but not until he had seen the tota) rise to 338,

HOMER HIT8 OUT

Homer beautuml{ cut Ayres to the boundary,
and then took o single, which.carrled him ta
his tifty after two and a half hours' batting,
Homer was now playing with more frecdom,
and it was not long before he lcg-cut Rose
to_the boundary in excellent slyle,

Ellerker had made 13 when he gave a hard
chance to Ridgeon at long-on off Wilkinson.
The bataman’s drive kept low all the way, He
turned another dellvery to leg for four in the
same over. Ellerker was very frec and took a
two and & couple aof fours. off successive
dellveries from Wilkinson,

Homer was cventually caught behind the
wicket after nearly three hours' batting. The
pactnership had put on 63 runs in 35 minutes,
and Howmer had played steadily for his 70.

+Just after one o'clock the Btaffordshire
inuings was declared closed, which yave Cam-
bridgeshire a quarter of an hour's batting
before lunch., The visiting county had made
the total of 342 possible by exceptionally steady
and fine  batting on a wicket which was
degnltely r&r]){,r da. db&husman's.
arnes' clivery was pulled round to
the leg boundary by amtc. but the batsman
might have been run out in Ellerker's firs%, over
but for a pince of misfielding. A little later
Coote again pulled Barnes to leg for four,

BOWLING CHANGE

Barnes did not resume bowling after
Lockett took his place at the r%ad enc{?x:;?d
Ellerker continued at the othc{:lqud.

What scoring there was durlfiz the Orst fow
overs camu from Ooate, Hﬁ! |8ft-hunder, who
had been severe on Barnes before lunch, After
& fow overs, Perry relieved Ellerker, it being
the first time he had been called upon during
the match, and In his second over Wilkinson
made & very risky stroke, which, fortunately
xo.té hlnl‘t. went wide o!l 'Y ﬂeld;ar.

coring was very slow. only ten runs he
ndded ‘In the first half-hour after lunlcrélg.
Except for one or two bright patches, it had
been a very slow scoring match,

The firat four after Junoh came when Coote
on-drove Lockett, and he followed this up with
& aimilar stroke for two.

At 38, Heath was glven a turn with the ball,
displacing Lockett, while Crump went on at
the other end. 8till, the cricket remeained ex-
ceptionglly stow, The opening Cambridge bats-
men had their backs to the wall, and were not
t9 be tempted. The innings had lasted an hour
and o half before 60 was hoisted,

At 68, Wilkinson was bowled after his

wickot had stood for one and three-quarter
hours.
Cambridgeshire
C Coote lbw b Ellerker .. .., ]
D V Pask st Cross b Ellerkor ]
F W Wikinson b Barnes 0
Cavill_c¢ Perry b Barnea 4
7
Q

H J Roze lhw b Lockett :
A Ridggon ¢ Lockett b Barnes .

35

: MW# T%V,zz, 23 A\M,vmyr 1132

Bmith (C J) ¢ ang b Bar

R J‘ Ayres ¢ and b Hnrnel:“

R C Kerrkdge lhw W Vurneqg

Hatt © and b Varnes .

C Harrett not aut
Extras .,

Tolal .
Second Innin
Coots no L

t out »e
Wilklusou b Heatly
Barratt nod aut

Extras

o

Total (for 1 wkt)

Staftordshlre
E Perry run out
L E uale run out

w

»

o |
U medgwick ¢ direny g
38 Henth e Covill T Saiey w30
H W Homer ¢ Darratt b Puyy s
R H Plant ¢ Rose b Wilkinser, i
Lockett b Ridecon ... 1
t“y"a"}‘lf :millh h Rown 2“
4 “lerker Thw b Wil ' >
8 Crump not ouwt ., kintory L4
Cross nat out o2
Eatras 5

Total (1
lunings dc:la‘r':ul.’ k)

BOWLING ANALYSIS
Cambridgeshire,—First Innin,
Barnes 7 for €2, Ellerker 2 for 18, Lock:t‘\ 1t
Stafordshire.~Pirst Innings, or 81,

Smith 2 for 48, Wilkinson 2 f,
Poak 1 for 31, Rlidgeon'1 for ”.or 93, Rose 1 far 36,
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STAFFORDSHIRE CRICKET
CLUB’S GOOD SEASON

—
2 g

ONLY ONE DEFEAT IN CAMPAIGN
FOUR IMPRESSIVE VICTORIES

4
g

Tho final position of the Staflord-
shire County Cricket Club in the Minor
Counties Championship 1is mnot yet
definite, but the club is certain of being
in the first flight once again.

The season, which was brought to a con-
clusion this week by o hollow victory against
Cambridgeshire, has not bocen unsatisfactory
from a playlng point of view—as a matter
of fact, there is an improvement in their per-
centage.

Like last year, only seven matches count in
the champlonship—the abandoned game with
vorkshire II. is disregarded—and this vear’s
pereentage of 68.567 compares very well with the
57.14 registered Jlast year,

IMPRESSIVE VICTORIES

Only one match has teen lost, and the four
victorics have been wvery Impressive affalrs—
three being by an innings and the other by
10 wickets, ’

Generally speaking, the bowling hag been as
rpood as ever, and tiere has been a notable
fmprovement in the batting, For the loss of
only 99 wickets, 2,032 runs have been scored,
an average of 20.52 cach. This compares with
an aggregate of 1,882 runs for 145 wickets by
opponents—an average of only 12.97,

Three times only have Staffordshire been dis-
missed for fewer than 100 runs, and & most
unusual achievement has been two Innines of
more than 300. Opponents have fatled to reach
three figures in flve complcted innings.: and the
highest score made against Staffordshire is
only 199.

BATTING HONOURS
Perry at the Head of Affairs

Of the 26 players who lhiave been called upon,
only two—H. W, Homer (captain) and Lockett
—have playcd in every game.

L. Perry, the West Bromwich Dartmouth
player, heads (he balling averages, hiving
scored 133 In two combpleted innings, while,
following nhim, comes Q. Bedgwick, the Leck
all-rounder, who has shown fine promlise, The
chicf scorers have becn E. Maver, who has
had his best scason, and Homer, whose 70 in
the final mateh broucht both his average and
aggregate ncarer his usual mark, .

Mayer had the distinction of making three
80's, the other five half-centurics being
credited to Homer, Gale, L, H. Crump, Hcath
and Perry.

8. Crump, last year's winner of the battine
averages, has had fewer chahces, and has not
done quite so well with his bowling either, but
Ellerker, while improving his batting averages,
has also shown a marked advance with his
bowling. and his cheap wickets in the last
match nearly enabled him to displace Barnes
as lcading bowler,

BARNES AGAIN

The veteran hag once again earned that
proud position, having once more passed the
half-century total of wickets at & cost of nine
runs each. The figures of Lockctt and Taylor
arc practically the same as last season,

with regard to the balting, it should be
mentioned that 10 players have aggrezated

<] b
three flgures and three others have fatled by, ton, 1

a mere run or {wo, Cross, the wicket-keeper,
is one of these, and his dmproved batting
tozether with his skilful play behind the
wicket, has made him one of the most valuable
members of the side.

The season has been successful from a play-
ing point of view, ond il is expected the
finances  will prove to be belter than last

scason,
MATCH RESULTS
The scason’'s matches resulted as follows:—

Yorkshire II, at Bradford.—Match aban-
dened. Yorkshire II., 72 for 2.

Lancashire 11., at Werneth.—Lost by 76 runa,
Lancashire II, 137 and 98; Staffordshire, 83
and 76,

Cheshire, at Oxton.—Won first {nnings
points. Cheshire, 189 and 148 for 7; Stafford-
shire, 309.

Cheshire,  at “Wolverhamplon.—Won by
innings and 11 runs. Cheshire 111 and 122;
StafTordshire 244, !

All-Indlan XI., at Stoke.—Won on flrst
fnnings.  All Indian XI, 162 and 84 for 6;
Staffordshire, 209 nnd 142 for 6, dec.

Yorkshire 1I, at Porthill.—Lost on first
innines, Yorkshire II., 175; Btaffordshire, 116,
and 169 for 8.

Cambridge, at Stafford.—Won by innings and
49 runs, Cambridgeshire, 72 and 79; Stafford-
shirc 200 for 6, dec.

Lancashire 1I., at Stoke.—Won by 10 wickels.
Lancashire II, 57 and 84; Staffordshire, 88
and 54 for 0.

Cambridgeshire, at -Cambridge.—Won by in-
nings and 71 runs, Cambridgeshire, 102 and
169, Staffordshire, 342 for 9, dec,

THE AVERAGES

Barnes Again Tops Bowling
List

The averages are a8 follow:—
BATTING
Timea Higheat

Innr, not out, seore, Runv,

L Perry | PR IOV 'S I KX}
(i Sedew 5 2 .00y LLow
I Marer ... 06 o 1 238
I, WL Honier o 8 P
L. L tinde ¢ .00 . 103
JooSC Henth 6 o 0 114
oM, Crump 8 o 0 & 108
WL Fllerker o R 8w 197
N1 Pl R P | o0
S, Crnmp o, 1 107
F. P Crosy 2 oa
Tockett | m
Barnes | .n 133
M. 1. Corks 4 L0 Lo A0
Alwo batted Reeley, 44; e, 1

A, A, Dickerton, 14; 8 "Dykes, 0; €', (', Candway, 5.

W. E. Bourna, & and &: (. A, Fitton, 0 and 07" A

Smith, 2 and 0; R, Smith, @ and 0; J. }. Chadwlck,

15 T. J. Rutherford, 0; 8. Weleh: 0° and 0. .
*Dennles not out,

BOWLING

Overa, Mdns.  Rune, Wkta, ¢
Barner .. 2688 .0 76 L. 605 ... 34 ...An‘gi
W. H. Ellerker ... 05.1.. 13 17 .. 0.0p
Lockett . f 2 iR
Inslor ..., 94 moen
9. Crump - 17 52140
Alno - hawind: S, Dykea, | 4@ 8. Wl
5—1—83—3; 8, Heath, 20 -6 L mmlw;i';l:

ol -4 3 L, E. Gale, 7010 . DPefry
: aé Tmmwick. 2-0--130; 1. J, nlxtm"ri
=
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Staffordshire v. ‘
Cambridgeshi;e_’

HOME COUNTY SENT IN |
AND CHEAPLY DISMISSED

Dashing Innings by E. Perry

By “THE CRITIC"

o o Staftordshire eaptain, H. W.
ﬂn‘?"\""f? :v}:m the toss at Cambridge on
Monday morning. he was faced with &
d-Micult decision. Thore had been heavy
rnin during Satumlay night and Sunday,
and on Sunday evening the wicket was
almost under water. But there was no

ore rain, and it had dvied sufficlently for
“{m' to start at the app inted time, 11-30.
on Monday morning. It was soft, how-
over. and the task of deciding whether it
waa likely to brcome roally diffeult after
Junch, ot to dry oat into a firm. fast
wicket, was o del’crte one, dr\ps-hsllng to
A large extent on the woenther, which was
doubt ful, and th dvying prop riier of the
ground, which were, of course, enltirely
unknown to the vixitors, [t was reason:
ably covtain that the piteh would be lon‘
Hlow to bo diffienlt for some time, but my
own information was (hat {f the sun came
out the wicket would pass through ita
dimenlt stage very quickly, and would
roll out hand and dry in ha uf(em?on.
With Bames in the team, Homer decided
{o take the risk of putting hi< cpponents
in fir=t, and the policy may ba raid to
have been justified by the run of the play,
for Staffordshire ratabl’'shed a very stron
position during the dayv,  But the sun did
Lot come out i the day was dull and the
', teh was alwayx even-paced, almo:t the
L;]I‘.' change bing that, the top b-ing
knocked off in plac~s. the ball was k'ck'ng
and fying about rather badly in the last
hour or s, which impys *d_considerable
caution on the later Staflordslire halsmen.

As the Staffordshre bowlers kept most
“the Cambridge baitsmen ro subdu>d
{hat they took 2% houra to rcore 100, tha
play was characterized by slow
: ith one patch of brillinnt hitting
by Br.c Prrry interposed. Ile had {ha
advantage of playing a gooxd DJ.lt' of hiy
innings while the eftcei of the rol'er. was
in the pteh. but, muking full sllowance
for that, he batted wth great dash, and
his mw.»rrul hitting was nll‘lhn more
px;xiw\"'o"fh." hecause he was still suffering
ain in the ieft hand [rom an injury whilst
Inp].iimz for hia club nine days before. so
much so that in making szome of his
smashing leg-hits he took the injured
hand of, the bat and actually h't the ball
to the houndary with one hand. .

The Camluwidge batting was opened by
C. Co.te and D. V. Pask. the young
giant who pulled a muscle In his arm whilat
howling at Stafford, and Ellerker shared
the bowling with Barnes. Coote scored
the first 7 rune, and then Ellerker made
one cut through quick and low to get him
I.b.w., whilst only another run had bzien
~ored when Wilkinson piayed Barnes on
to his foot and hack into the wicket.
This disastrous start was followed by
turt her trouble, for Puask was brilliantly
stumped at 20, and Covill neatly caught
by the on-boundary at 22. Rnse and
Ridgron obzerved p‘x! rrme cau’ion, and
succeeded  in staving  together three-

uariers of an hour \\‘hl!q adding 23 to
(th total. In the meantime ‘[J'/'.,'k’,‘t hid
bren called up in place of Flerker, but
jt was Bames who effected a separation,
for Ridgeon snicked & leg-break and waa
caught at first-slip.  Barnes had had bith
batsmen guersing by his I'neth and spin,
‘;\,1 they had been rather fntuiate not
ta touch one earlier. Tockett ool Rose
J.b.w. with what looked like a top-ayinner
it 59, Put 8mith, a profes sional who bowls
‘?\ i\l handed and batsloft, Lvened mattep
i by hitting Barnis to the Hg-bounda
eh ylimm:, He got 25 of his 20 runa o
‘g]?::‘,q wha, however, had his ravenge by
hfltimﬂ. a hot return one-hr aded. Ayres
batted as well as Aanvone on the side;

1t hangh both bowlets beat him more than
= o and shaved the wicket, and he came
°,n.fn to being caught at short-lex off
Ty‘/.,-k‘.n, Barnes finished off the inn'ngs,
for after getting Kerridge t.h.w. he lou(k
another right -handed roturn from ]Hmfii
the (ambridgeshire cap.ain, and fu Inweb
right up the piteh to g h's third c. and Ly
and dirmiss  Aywes. Hoa seven wicketd
pio pmcﬁ(‘ﬂ”}' i) runa a -piece, but exactly
Ball the runs taken from him came from
flve conseculive overs at ‘the time when
i ‘as making meery. .
Hn;i?r;‘:nd Gale opened §he Staffordahire
inminga, and both batted w.tha confldencd
that betokened a gond lead for Stafford
shire. Perry began to ht w th great
power from the start, and got houndari-g
from Smith and Covill wit h fine leg-h'im,
praides driving and eutting Sm'th to the
chalk mark. Gale was not qute a0
aggremsive, but war middling  the balt
acenrately, and had made one or two nloe
atrokes when, with the tolal at 30, ha

of t

BCOT

was' A victim to h's error of judgment. in
trying for a second run.  In v ew of Gale's
great form this year one was much dis-
appointed by this mishap, However,
Perry and Gosdon Sedgwick eompletely
mastered the bawling, and, adading 07,
passed the Cambridueshire score w th only
one wicket down, ’erry” was heading for
Yhe fimst century to be scored for Stafford
shire for seversl ycarms when he copled
Gale's example and ran himself ont, He
was unfortunate, however, for it looked
a «nfe rin for & stroke through the slips
by his partner, but the wicket was t hrown
down for third man, and the return waa
surprivsingly quiek a4 well as accurate,
Perry scored at the rate of a run pef
minute and hil ten 4'5. 1 his innings was
a aample of what ke dora with a damaged
hand his oppanents  might  well have
entertained an awe:d wonder as to what
hiv hitting wanld be like when he is sound.
Gordon Sedgwiek was, of course, a litt

over-shadowed by his dakhing pirtner, bu

his (efence war strong, and he made rome
very fine st okes both b hind and in front
of the wicket, When he was caught by
the wicket keeper the ball was beginning
t- fly about a good deal, and from then
until the close of play hatting was by no
mean« erty.  Homer and Heath were very
Mubdued, and the first time the last-
named tried to drive he was cought at
mid-offt. Homer took no risks, but R. H.
Plant pat power behind he strekes, and
played ;mtw' erieket until he failea to keep
urn oft-drive on the ground, ansd a low, fast
catch was held at mid 09, Lockett looked
like playing out Lime w.th Homer, but at
the a4t m'nite pulled a ball into hia
wicket, and so Staffordshire finished the
day 49 runs on w.th four w.ckets standing.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE AGAIN HEATEN
BY AN INNINGS

The wicket was faster cn Tuesday, and
plaved much hetter than one expecfed
from the way in which the hall had taken
the top off ‘on the first dny. The ball
rarely got up, snd though fairly qulek-
pacea there was Nittle lite off the pteh.
Btaffoidsh e batsmen wient on to comple
the county's higheut wcare for meveral
Yyears, and Homer was ahle 1o declare
with a lead of 240 and send ths home si te
!n'!nr a quarter of an hour hsfore lunch,
With 101 scor.d over-night for aix wickets
the pemdthon wae a sl rong ane, hut whan
the nest thro wiekota pul on a further
151 the v sitors' advantage bocame over-
whelming, Chiefly owing to the solid.ty
of Coote's batting, coup’'ed wth the fact
that Barrew, El'erker, and Lockett wers
rested for long patiods, the home side
offered  wtubhorn resivtance. but  were
ulimately de eated by an innings, oy they
were at Stafford,

Homer and Bir. e continned the Htaf
fordeh'ie innings, and. as usual, the
farnous  prof ssional m'ght  have been
giving & leswn in cor.ect ttroke play.
Homer's defenee was n« stubborn as on
Maonday eveqing, and he oceasionally got
th ball away neatly on the leg-side.
After a time b th men forced the pace
nicely, and when Barnes failed to get
erul) hald of the ball in drivitig-end
1

o cateh to deep mid-off, the seventh |

wicket had added 51 in lews than filty
mnutes. Elerker woon macde mattets
livily, snd with Honer follnwinﬁ his
examp'e and hiting our powerfully in
front of the weke', (Le third hunded
was reacked before the captain, tuening
to glide a fist leg hal'. was caught by the
W.cksl-beerei standing back. This wicket
hed ‘addel 03 in 83 minu‘es by the best

of forcing éricket. and when El'erker left.

a doz>n later h's 30, scored in three-quarters
of an "hiur, contained seven 4's. e
wiy {1-wh'ch he jumped in to Wilkinsou's
‘l16g -breaks and drove them on hoth sides
of tha wlcket was most refreshing and
neceriitated a revston of ore’s oplnion
thet he ¢ 'nnot-play that tyre of bowling.
Hoter pliyed & most valuab'e innings.
When {he p'tch was getting awkward on

Monday evening his skilful defence, if

rather ceampad, darvied Staffordsh’ve over
a dengerous p-riod. and whoen the need
for h £ 6 aro3: on Tu slay h: shiwed that
he r tairs his coniprehens ve repertoire of
scofing Btrokes, and can punish the hale-

volley or the shoet ball as deéecisively as - .-

he uered to do. He was bitling two hours
and ten minu‘es. and gave no chines that
I saw, Orump and Crors wers going
mertily: when the inning« was declared at

one o'clock. Crump got a couple ot 4's

with splendid square cuts, and bated so
well that Hubble, the oll Kent player,

who  wgy - umpiving, vemsrked that the '

Staffordshive baiting showed no falling-off
in (&uality down to No, 10, which was
precisely the opinfon I expreszed last
week. ) :
When Oambidg shire eriayed the task
of making 240 to srve an innings defeat
there was five hours left for play, including
an extra half-hour i¢ needed. Coote, s
veally good l>ft-hand bat, who AVeragen
neatly 49 for them this gason, played by
far the boat erlekot ve m on the home g'de
whi ot Witk nson, who recently Acored ﬂ:
mn!urr tor s couiby, wmply wopyog
evorvihing thit wis on 1he weked and
lelt ‘alane everything ¢ hat wag not, Ap
ho:lm l?f R;l(,‘h mnlv}ll v Rove him 8 pupg
0 atayedwpth ()
theoe .quar e};',e > e &n hour a1y

7>rn bing b Ww'ed round

oo Reloef : Solipdan, 27 Ay 1132

hia legs by Heath. Atter the fi st fow
oveis Baraes anidl El'erk>r had b:en held
in res:rve, and L)ck:Ht alwo was not used
much, A chince was g ven to some of
the other bow'ers, and it was | ke old
timen to sre Stanley Heath bowling . for
two hours at a stratch. 1 don't think he
has had such'a spell since the war. And
for & leng time he k:pt a grod, control of
length, and byth-r:d rhe bitsmen & good
deal, though he could not Induce t em
to h't,except when he occas’'onally dropped
one’ shott which could ba punished w.th
impunity. Perry, Crump and S:dgwick
also had a turn. The list-nnmed could
not strike a length, and had only two
overs, but Crump and Perry b:th byw'ed
well enough to d:serve a wicket. After
Wilkinson's dismissal it was advizab'e to
pat full force into the busincss of g:tting
the home side out, and Barnes resumed
Heath dhanging ends. W.th- a:clsver
close-in' catch by Ellerker and two 1.b.w,
victima, Bames soon alterad the aspect.!
of things, whilst Healh bow'ed a good
man-in Ridgeon w.th a lovely leg-break |
that flazod off the pitch to rattle the top|
of the middle stump, and half the side
was out for 112. his brought the twe
left-handers,. Coote .and Sm'th, tog.ther,
and the lalter got two 4's and & 5 (4 tor
an overthrow) in one over from Barnes. |
Sm'th's pet stroke seemed to b> a Infty |
pull, and I was surpr sed that Baraes did'
not put three men out for it, in which,
case he would not hiave lacted many!
minutes in elther innings. Barnes did put |
two out for & short tim= in the ficat innings, |
but there was too big a gap between them, |
and for.the most part he had only -one|
man square; . Ellerker and Loackett even-!
tually todk up the bowling and brought
sbout & apzedy ending, flve w.ckats falling
whiist 10 runs were scored. Coote fell
to . another pretty catch by El'érker, this
time in the slips off Locket{, who shortly
afterwards returned the compliment. The
left -hander had played a great game for
his side and had given no chance, except.
it., was a possible. one of stumping oft
Lackett, during & atay of theee hours and
ten minutes.  Ellarkor bowled Smith all
over h's wicket, anid good bowling:soan
poliabed off the others, tho match being
over just before nix o'clock. . . - -
SCORFES AND ANALYRIS
! T CAMBRIDOESHIRR
W : ot FIRGE INNINGS )
rCCoolte 1bw b Eletker, . 05
-1 Vi Pask st Cross b Elletker,
{F.,W..Wilkinson h Barnes..
< Covill ¢ Perry b Barnes,, ., &
“H. 3, Roke [bw b Lockelt .. i b o
" F, A Ridgeon ¢ Locke(t b Barnes. |
S Smith ¢ and b BarneR.i o i o3
R. J. Avrés ¢ and b Barnca,, ..
K. O, Kerridge ibw b Barnes .. ..
"H. B. Hart ctand_ b Barnes

; SECOND 1 .

@, Coote t Ellerker b Lockett iy

1) V. Pauk ¢ Lockett b Ellerker, . .

L F. W. Wilkinnon b Heath,.....
" Covill Ibw b Barnes. ... viiuad,

‘M, J. Rose lbw b Barnes.......:

F. A. Ridgeon b Heath.......

Smith b Ellerker........ 0000

R. J. Ayres b Lockett........., -

K. C. Kerridge b Ellerker.., ...

. H. B. Hart not out ... ovvivii |
C. Barmtt ¢ Ellerker b Barhes,, -

B 3 {31 P R R R R T T

nl‘h

" b
o e 0 DN DT XD

LS

Total uiververnniies 1007
STAFFORDSHIRE
First INNINGS

E, Porty 10n oule.ivecrvosavss Bl
InE.Galoeruncat ., .iovniivenen, 8
4. Sedgwick ¢ Barret b 8mith, .. 34
J. 8. Heath ¢ Covill b Bmith,... * 4
: H. W. Homer ¢ Barntt b Pask; . 170

““R. H. Plant ¢ Rose h Wilkinson., 12
Lockett b Ridgeon ... esies 8
Barnes ¢ Smith b Rose .,

ea

W. H. Ellerker Ibw b Wilkinson., 39
B, Crumpnot out i iieyivarnr 22 00
E.P. Crossnot out............ 13
’ EXVERE w00 o wowind sy Casay 20

Tola.l (irmin. closed), ... _:;.l‘:’
BOWLING ANALYSIS
CAMBRIVGESHIRT—FIRRT IXNINGG

: 0.

. R, W,
Barnes o, .000..28 L, 5 82 .1
Ellerker oo vvuueo 0 ., 3 ., 18 .. 2.
Lockett oo 08,00 2L Ll
SeEcoNp Tyvixgs
Barmes ,,,...., 11 .,
Fllerker ., . .%.?712
Lockett .0 0"y g
Perry oo ib L
Heath .00 20 .05 8y
Cramp 0Ty Tyt 2
Bodgwick ., 2.0 13 (;
. :‘;PAE’FOBDBHIRP ~FiRrst InNivagy
mith ., 3
Covii 770 “{ wdl .,
T%'Hkinmn 97 ::i )
0ap ; ! 2
Paak 1: l Rl |
Ridgeon O h !
Avrag ‘ ! 1 1

i N G
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COUNTY CRICKET REVIEW

A Satisfactory Season
" NEW CENTRE OF

INTEREST AT STAFFORD

" By “THE CRITIC" . .

The B8cason just ended has been a
thoroughly interesting and enjoyable one
for Stafforlshire cricketers. The weather
hag been kinder than for a number of
years past, and w.th the exception of
the firat match at Bradford there has
bzen. very little interferencz w.th the
Compatition programme by rain, whilst
the big match with the All Indian XIT.
was also highly favouved. For the firat
time In about e quarter-of-a-centur
Staffordshire had no Comp:tition matc
on the Monday and Tu2sday of H'oke
Wakes week, owing to the late w.thdrawal
of D>nbighsh're, and- what was regarded
43 a misfortune proved to be qu'te other-
wise, for the weather was so bad that
little play would have been possible.
Mr. E. H. Steventon, of Nantwich, kindly
undertook to flll the vacancy so far as
Bank Holiday was concerned, and brought
a strong scratch team to Porthill to play
tho “county XI.- in' & -onz-lay match,
but only a few minutes’ play was possi-
ble. The little play thit took place—
Staffordshire scored 12- for one wickat—
has not bzen included in th> scason’s
statistics and averag:s.

Oae porrticularly © vind'ctive blow was
dealt. by Jup ter Pluvius, however, for
the A12 weather broke on tha first day
of .th> match allotted to ths Stafford
ground,. and defeated the splendld effort
put forth in thz County Town to secure
a large attendancz .on tha carly-closing
afternoon. In spite of this the expo:ri-
ment was 80 ‘succz2ssful, and the interest
shown so keen, that it niay be taken for
granted that a county match at Stafford
will henceforth be an annual event.
Tho season may thirefore be m2morable
as marking the -op2ning-up of a new
centre for county cricket and tha awaken-
ing of a naw interest in the County Cricket
Club in the cantral area of the county,
where support has hitherto been con-
spicuous byitsabsence. ' Inthisconnection
tEe club is fortunate in' having solved
what has bzen a difficult problem since
Major. John Kent’'s many ot her activities
obliged him to reslgn the. hon. trsasurer-
ship & few“?'earébago by the election of
Mr. O. A: Wood, c{ Stafford, to that im-
portant - office.. -Onu - has ‘rarely seceh &
task of : erganisation. undeéttaken -.and
carried  through with .more energy-.and
thoroughnesa than wés th2 prepatration
for Stafford’s firat county cricket miatch.
Lord L'chfi*ld kindly gave a lot of time
and parsonal interest to the matter, and
Mr. Wood, Mr. W. W. M. Morgan, and
others” applied themselves to the task
in 8o whole-h>arted a manner that their
enthudiasm bacenie contagious, and secuved
th2 valuable aid of tha Mayor and mem-
b.rs of the Corporation, whilst the officials
and members of the Staflord club entered
cordially into the spirit of the effort.
A matter of £150 contributed in response
to & public appeal by th: Mayor was
spent in the improvement and equipmant
of the ground for county cricket, with the
result that satisfactory accommnodation
was provided for spactators, and the
ground and its appointments called forth
eulogiums from the Cambridgeshire a3
well as the Staffordshire players. After
all that had b2en dons to command success
it was a grievous disappointment that,
following a showery morning, heavy
rain fell from one o’clock onwards for
geveral hours on thz flest day. Thoare
scem-d little prospect of any further play
but it was found possible to resume at
six, and the fact that t',- one-and-a-half
hours play in th? evenin< waswatched by
about 1,000 sp3ctators ufforded some
evidence of what the at.endanc» would
have heen if the afternoon had been fine.

Although the loss of a Bank Hollday
gate was a serinus matter, this year muy
be expected to show a considerable im-
provement in flnancial vesults. 1f that
yroves to bz the case, it mey possibly
Le thought ddvisable to returmn to & pro-
gramme of ten Compatition matches
nest geason, with two games allocated
to Stafford. In any case it is to be hoped
that opponents for the fieat two days of
Sloke k’ aken week will bo found,

HTATISTICY

The all-round form In which the Stafford -
shire team finished the seuson was so
good as to promise well for nest yee:,
and in apite of the indifferent atart, the
Aeptson’s statistics comv ont well, better,
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in fact, than for several yaars., Stafford-

shire batted twelve times, and rcored

2!032, runs for the loss of ' wickets,

givitg an average per. wicket of 20.52,

which is the best since 1928. Opponents

huve batted s'xteen times and scorad

1,882 runs for 143, an average of 13.16.

Those ﬂiures show that Staffordshire have

exceeded their opponents’ score on tha

average per cowpleted innings by 73

runs, which. with .the single excaption

of 1027, is ths bst since thd war, The
margin in favour of Staffordshire in recent

years was—103{, 81: 1032, 206; 1029,

31:, 11?28. 423 1927, 80; 1926, 28;

whilst in 1925 the balance was against

Staffordshire to the extent of 3 runs p:r

completed - innings. e T
No oppasing side has reached a total

of 200 against the county this year, which,

in"a dry season, is a ramarkable tribute
to the Staftordshire attack. On the other
hand, the county has recorded scores of

200 for six, 200, 244, 379, and 342 for

nine. Taken all through the batting has

shown welcome : improvement, . and, the
same may be said of the bhowling. - Whilst
the fi=lding has given less cause for criti-
¢inm than has oitén been the case, the
geneml level having been distinctly higher.

The number of players called upon was

27, which is just about an average number,

though.two fewer than last: year. Only

the Captain (H. W. Homer), and Lockett
played In every match, though Mayer
only missed the last one owing to injury.

E. P: Cross also missed. only one, and

Barnes and 8. Crump two. .

Cross’s work behind the "wicket  has
accounted for seventeen wickets, 12
caught and 5 stumpad (last year 9 caught
aud three stumped). : Those who . have
taken most catches ara Locikett 7, Ellerker
8, Barmes 5, J. 8, Heath 4, and A. Smith
(who only played once), 8 Crump, T.
J. Rutherford, G. Sadgwick, and R. H.
Plant, 3 ecach. BStaffordshire had five
batemen “run out, and their opponents
3, and it Is interesting to note that only
14 1lbw. decisions were glven against
them, compared with 28 successful appeals.

The results of the ten Comp.tition
mat ches are as follow:—Won 4, won on
firat innings 1, lost on firat innings 1, lost
1, no result 1. This gives 24 points
of & possible 35, and a p2recentage of 68.57,
compared with 57.14 in 1031, 60 in 1030,
50 in 10290, 60 in 1928, and 00 in 1927
(championship year). This year's vic-
tories have heen very decisive, threé by
an innings and one by ten wickcts. On
the whole I think the county deserved
a considerably higher pzrcentage.

HSUMMARY OF MATCHES

May 25 and 26.— v. Yorks I, at Bradlord.
Yorks. I1., 72 tor two wickcts ; Stafford-
shire did not bat. No decision,

June 1 and 2.—v. Lancs. IT., at Werneth.
Lancs. 11., 137 and 98 (Barnes six for
31); Btafordshire, &3 (H. R. Butter-
worth six for 29) and 76 (Butterworth
meven for 28). Lost by 76 runs,

June 22 and 28.—v. Choshire, at Oxton.
Staffordshire, 300 (L, H. Crump 68,
Lackctt 40°, 8. Crump 46, Burnes 43);
Cheshire, 109 (L. N. Jones 78, J. A.
McEntyre 46) and 149 for seven (G. B.
Hodson 60). Won on flrst innings.

June 27 and 28.—v. Cheshire, at Wolver-
hampten, Btaffordshive, 244 .M
Heath KT, 1. Mayer HI) Chr gty
111 {(Taylor Ave for 45) and 122 (L. J.
Pearsom 60°, W. H. Ellerker seven for
37). Won by innings and 11 runs.

July 6 and 7.—v. All India, at Btoke.
Staffordshire; 200 (.. E. Gale 66) and
142 for six, declared (B. Mayer 57%);
All- India, 162 (Taylor seven for 81)
and 94 for s:x (Barnes three for 29)
Drawn. .

July 11 and 12.—v. Yorks. IL., at Porthill.
Staffordshire, 116 (Hall four for 26) and
1689 for eight (Ellerker 462, M. H. Cocksr
453 Yorks. I1., 175 (Grimshaw 49,
Tvrmer 40).,  Lost on first inn‘ngs.

July 27 and 28.—v. Cumbridgesh're, at
Stafford.— Cambs., 72 (Barnes gix for
35) and 70 (Lockett five for 34); Stai-

fordshire,.200 for six declared (E. Mayer
50y . Beeley 44, H. W. Hower 40°%),
Won by inninge and 49 runs.

August 3 and +.~ v. Lanes, 1L, )al Btoke,
Lancs, 11., 57 (Barnes six for 18) and
81 (Batnes seven for 81)4 Staffordshive
&8 (Holroyd five for 20) and 34 for none
(E. Perry 47*). Won by ten wicketa,

August 22 and 23.—v. Cambs., at Cam-
bridge. Cambs., 102 (Barnes seven
for 62) and 189 'C. Conte 82, Bllerkep
three for 17); Siaffordshire, 312 for
nine declared (Perry 81, Homer 70)
Won by innings and 71 runa.

FEATURES OF THE G AMES

Th opning mateh of
Bradford, was ruined
only  two  hourg

Wwa’On, at
by bad waather,
play b ing possible,
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Then the Staffordshire team went - to
Werneth and suffered their only defeat
of th» season. Th's was sheer misfortune,
for the conditions were such that the
winning-of the toss gave an overwh2lming
advantage, and Staffordshire did quite
well to lose by no more than 78 runs.
H. R. Butterworth, the ’Varsity Blue,
who has since done’ well in the Lance.
1st XI., bowled slow leg-breaks with
great succesg, but I have no hesitation
in saying that if th? conditions had baen
the same for him as thzy were for the
Staffordsh're bowlers he would have had
a vastly differont analysis. The plain
fact was that b:fore lunch on the firat
day th> wicket was dead easy, und the
La2nes. batsmon, instead of g:tting runs
quickly, wh'ch was obviously ths right
policy b:fore th: wick<t got difficult,
La((edw'.thlah:»umdcmltinn. Only Latch
ford after lunch r:alised thy positiony
and h't out frecly until ho was stumped

A score of 137 runs was, In th+ circum-.

atances, a pdor one.. But whon Btafford:
shire went in at four o‘clock tho wioket
was qu'ckening, and in th? course ofian
hour hid bicome a real ‘‘sticky dog.’’
Staffordsh’'re got to 57 b2fore th? third
wicket fell, but weora all out for 83. Tha
second day was a rapetition of thy first.
Following a h2avy Jdyw th2 wick:t "was
slow..and easy whon Lancs. started
their second innings in the morning, and
nga\n Staffordshire had to go in, at 3
o'clock, wh>n ths sun was making it
diffficult. .That is a literally true stog
of Staffordsh’re’s only defeat. Mayer, 8.
COrump, and Homor Katted well in both
innings, but amougst ths aifortunates
were the brothers Arthur and Roy Sm'th,
who had to bat twice when the pitch
was at its worst on their only app:arance
{for the comrity during the Beason. i

_At-Oxton sonie good batting wag seen

-the‘. th'rd hundred being  passed. -Len

‘Cruimnp .and Barnea’ put. on. 84 for. the

_second ” wicket, and .Lockett and Stanley

Crump 99 for tha eighth. When the
match ended Ch*sh're, alter following on,
were only 30 runs on with three wickets
in ‘hand. -J. H. Chidw.ck, th» Potthill
fast bowler, was introduced to county
cricket in this match, and opzning the
bowling with Barnes in both innings got
a good deal of pace. But he seemed to
take rather too much out of himself and
was not able to maintain a steady length.
Two more points were dropped here be-
cause the wicket was a little too good
to force a win in two days.

The revurn with Ch2sh're at Wolver
hampton saw J. 8. Heath and Mayer in
great form w.ththz2 bat, and though Barnes
was absent, the bowling was good enough
to get the visitors out twice cheaply, tﬁe
first victory of the scason being secured
with an innings to spare. Taylor, Lockett,
and Ellerker all g?wwled well, and by
taking seven wickets for 37 in the second
innings th> last-named achieved probably
his bast parformance with the ball for
Staffordsh re. He made th» ball swing
both ways, and Eric Cross had th: rare
expzrience of catehing four batsmen
off h'm in suc:*ssion b-hind the wicket.
As he al4o took four catches in the first
innings Cro3s made eight catch2s in
the match, which may be e record for
Staftordshire.

The visit of tha All Indian Tcst team
to Stoke was anoth:r uirqualified success.
It was the fourth visit of a Test touring
team in four years, and, as on the three

revious occasions, the match was favoured

y glorious weather, the attendance
for the two days numbored about 7,000,
and th» county side played such a storm-
ing game that, as with New Zesland
in 1931, th>y would cortainly have re-
corded a handsome victcry if the match
had continued for a third day. The match
was full of interest, T . Gale fumished
a dolightful exwmple of h's prowess as
a batsman, young Gordon Sedgwick
came into the team to share a partnership
of 51 fur thy ninth wicket with Cross
in th flrst innings, and an unflnished
one of 88 with Mayer in the second, on
each occasion. whzn matters were going
badly withthz county. Hissound ba ting
definitely established him as a county
player. “Mayer’s not out 57 was excellent,
andy Taylor bowled very. finely to take
gaven wickets in the first innings of the
Indians, whilst Barnes and he were getting
the Tourists out ch:aply a second time.

Unfortunately the batting broke down
gomawhat in th? next match with Yorks
1L, and only one point was secured,
this ficst-innings defeat putting any
pos3.bility of champ onship honours quits
out of the quostion. The Yorks. bowl
ing was, of course, of good quality,
including Hall and Fisher, who have byth
bafore and 8ince done big things for
the Yorks. lst XI, But seven wickets
for 57 was a wretched start, and though
the total was raised to 116 it was iun.de-
quate, and the visitors took a lead of
59. Improved batting in the sccond
innings came too late to retrieve the
gituation, and only sarved vo avoid defeat
outright. M. H. Cocks, of Stafford,
made e successful debut in this match
playing an atteactive innings of 45 at

is second attempt.

From that 'point the counfy team
carried all bzfore them, defeating Cam-
br.dgeshire tw.ce by an Innings, and Lance.
11. by ten wickets. Inth2se three matches
Barnes. took - 82 wickets for 108 runs,
an average of 6.12. - Other features wete
the promising advent of 8. Dykea as a
bowler, some brilliant hitting' by Erec
Perry 6n his return to the side (ol"fw’o
matches; after an absence of two yearh,
and the “ruhning-up of a total of 312
for nire’ wickets at Cambridge, which
is the highrst score since Jume,: 1928,
and the highest in & Competition matoh
since June, 1927. It has.-only been passed
by the county seven times in the fourteen
scazons Bince the war. (ordon Sedgwick
gave further evidence of his value as a
bateman by hvlFing Perry to lay the
foundation of this big total in a second
wicket partnership  which realised 07
runs.

The team which took th2 fleld for this
last match. of the season was, in my
opinion, the strongest which the county
has turned out for a number of years,
and good - enough to defeat any team
taking part in ths Minor Counties Com
p:tition with reasonably equal conditions.
BATTING AND BOWLING AVERAGES

The batting averages show a marked
improvement on last year, to some extent
due totle drier season, but it is remarkable
that no player with as many as three
innings hes an average below twelve. The
bowiing I\Eum-s are about equal to last
year, wh'ch is surprising in view of the
conditions, and also of the fact that
Staffordshire had no such weak opponents
this time as Denbigh. I shall hope to
offer some comment on individual form
next week.

BaTTING
Not Total H'est
Inns. out Runs Ncore !

E. Perty ....3 1 133 81
Q. Sedgwick .. 5 0 33
E. Mayer ....10 2556 84
H. W, Homer 11 218 170
L. E. Gale, ... 4 103 66
J. R, Heatn .. b 115 87

103 08

LG Ll
L. 1L, Crump .

W, H, Ellerker
R. H. Plant.,. 6
S, Crump .... 7
E. P. Cro8s .. 8
Lockett ......10
Taylor P
Barmnes :
M. H. Cocks.. 4

Baited twice:—W. E. Bonrne,
G. A. Fitton, 0.0; A.
Smith,2.0 ; S. Welch,0.0*. Baltedonce:—
E. Beley, 44; A. A. Bickerton, 14
8. Dykes;, 9; C. C. Godway, 73 . H.
Chadwick, 13 T. J. Rutherford, 0. P.
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0. Yates did not bat. -
BowLING ,

: 0. M. R. W. Alve.

‘8. Dykes ... 380 0 35" 8.75

3!

Barnes .... 268.3 78 505
W.H.Ellarker 05.1 33 138 17 9.20
§. Welch .. 25 4 53 5 10.60
Lockett ....217.1 65 400 28 13.79
Taylor .... 104.3 24 240 17 14.11
4. Ctump - ..6% 17 ¢
J.H.Chadwick 21 1 92 3 30.68
Also bowled:—7J. 8. Heath; 20—5—55
—2; L. E. Gale, 7—(—4C—1} T. J.
Rutherford, 10—4—4¢—0; E. Perry,
5—1—6—03; G. 8>dgwick, 2—C—13—0.
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ROLLESTON v. MUNICIPAL OFFICERS
' (BURTON) o

- Played at Rolleston on Siturday,-the
home team gaining an easy victory in
their last match. of ths season. .The
Rolleston team have an unbeaten recor!
for the scason. H. Bentley. who per-
formed the hat-trick, took seven wickets
for 7 runs and Gérald Scattergood took
three wickets for 10 runs. -
MuNICIPAL OFVICERS.— E.. Bannister b
Boattergood 0, G. Harvey b Bentley 6,
G. Lowton b Scattergood 0, 8. Scattergood
¢ and b Bentley 0, L. Peach b Bentley 0,
J. Bivens ¢ Stafford b Bentley 3, W.
Bourne b Bentley 1, G. Rose b Scatt:r
2, 8. Lunin b Bontley 4, T. Powell
bw b Bentley 1, A. Earp not out 0 ; Total,
17. . ¢ *
ROLLESTON.— A. Bentle{ b Bannisier 0,
R. Archer b Peach 0. E. McKenna c
Bourne b Peach 3, F. Topley b Peach 6,
E. Gremley ¢ and b Bivens 11, L. Docksey
b Teach 19, T. Robinson not out 12, A.
Steford b Peach 0, H. Bentley not out
10 ;extras 1. Total (forseven wickets), 62.

NEWPORT v. ENGLISH ELECTRIC
Played at Newport on Saturday.
NEWPGRT.— A. J. Chadderton b Hard-
ave 10, R. H. Elkes lbw b Redshaw 0,

. C. Williams run out 43, A. L. P.tehford
st Clothier b Hardgrave 15, J. Ball ¢
R~dshaw b Wilshaw 0, F. Worth ¢ Hard-
nan b Wilshaw 2, A. Robinson not out
28, F. P. Fowler ¢ Clothier b Hardgrave
1,’W. T. Hill b Wilshaw 0, R. J. Lutter
b Mountford 48, J. C. Brookes b Mountford
03 extras 6.— Total, 158.

ExorisH ELecTric.— Hardmen b Chad-
derton 3, Wilshaw b Chadderton 18, J.
Clothier 1bw b Pitchford 5, Lugf lbw b
Chadderton 51, Clothier ¢ Fowler b Butter
a9, Mountford lbw b Chadderton 29,
Pitcher b Chadderton 0, Jowitt b Chadder
ton 0, Fremlitt ¢ and b P.tchford 4,
Redshaw b P.tchford 0, Hardgrave not
out 0 ; extras 7.— Total, 144,

SANDON v. J. D. H. MYATT'S XI.

Played at Bandon on Saturday.

MANDON,—C. Boulton b Oulsman 15,
#, Shilton b Cowsina 88, W, B, Cauleott
¢ Uraham b Mereer 8, I Walker b Ousls
man 27, A. Johnson run out 35, A, Walker
¢ Watson b Broadhurst 18, W. Cheadle ¢
Halliburton b Ouslsman 0, F. Mills ¢
Graham b Broadhurst 0, R. Lovatt ¢
Lyth b OQuslsman 2, W. Meakin b Broad-
hurst 7, J. A. Walker not out 1; extras
15.— Total, 159. :

Myatrr's XL—Graham s Meakin ‘b
J. Walker 15, Wheeldon b Cheadle 2,
Lyth ¢ J. Walker b Cheadle 10, Worthing-
ton b Cheadle 1, Cousins b J, Walker 2,
Broadhurst b F. Walker 10, Mercer lbw
b €h~adle 1, Ouslsman ¢ Meakin b Cheadle
7, Watson not out 0, Halliburton ¢ J,
Walker b F. Walker 26, Myatt b F, Walker
o; extrag 5,— Total, 88,

40
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COUNTY CRICKET REVIEW

~ (Second Article)
YOUNG PLAYERS MAKING
. GOOD

"By “THE CRITIC”

On the who'e the form displayed by
Staffordshire players on tehalf of the
courty th s year is distinetly h artening.
The players of experience have done well,
and the search for good yvoung ones has
bren by mno means uusucestsful. The
outcome was s.en in the brill art wind-up
of the season, and. par.iculaily in the
strength of the team which took the
fleld in. the last match. Even with
t wo such batsmen as E. Mayer and Arthur
Smith absert, the strength and evinness
of the batting was such that. ten of the
eleven men might te put in in almost
any order. And two of them were young
recriits from - the North - Btaflordshire
League, who are definit: ly. mak ng good
in county cricket. ‘In facti I.take the
view. that ‘the county has not been so
rich in baiting since the war;- The aver-
ages - are; of coursey much -belter than
last year, - Thr drier..wickdls oiter the
first ~month .of tha seasont made t hat

raclically certain, but. making full allow:
pnce for that tha figures are more. satis-
tf‘nctbr\‘, and the fact that thore is not one

verage  below 12 s probably unique.
B\'\'hnn one linds siuch-names: as Lockett,
Barnus, and M. H: Cocks .at the bottom
of the average table, & nolural query is,

"here was the tail? And the answer is
that there was scarcely any tail to the
Staffordshiire. . batting: .when . the téam
‘was anything like rapregentatives. o
< gimilartyy the- bowling -, figurs “are
oxcellent: for, such & seasow, and: | the

] e dnitself A striking testimnony
f?,“h.tpm}towgr of the Stafiordshire attack,
viz.,t hat not-one of the county's opponents,
not. even the All-Indians, reached & total
of 200 in one innings agoinst the Stafford-
ahire bowling. - That muy not, be unique ;
but it is extraordinary. Further, the
flelding has imlpmv_ed, ond has come
nenrer to the realisation of my high ideal,
without, of course, reaching it.  So the
task of e xamining individual form resolves
itgell into the pleasing one _of saying
nice things about the ayers.

It is a great pity that the two crack
South Staffordshire batsmen, L. E. Gale
and E. Perry, were prevented by the
claims of business from being regular
members of the team. They are out-
standing baismen in the Birmingham
League, and Gale especially has aad a
wonderful season. In the concluding
match he made a great effort on a diffi-
cult wicket to beat H. W. Homer s record
aggregate for thut League of 834 runs
in a season. But though he ‘s'rored 31
of his side's total of 66, he failed by 18
runs. His average for Dudley is 00.60.
He showed in hs fine innings against
All India that be ean drive and cut very
well indeed. Perry uses his physical
advantages to perfection, and hits even
ood bowling w.th great power. His
punishing cricket  at  Cambridge -and

ainst  Lancs, Il at Btoke cons(lfpie
“ﬁe of the season’s pleasant memories.
3 d. Heoth, whose 87 at Wolverhampton
M.;amnt Cheshire is the highest score
of the scason. is another strong balsman
who i% too oflen absent. Tie presence
of these three makes a power of difference

> batting. . : 5

wg(lhzamorg regu'ar players, { he Captain,
H. W. Homer, has laboured hard to
br.cnk the spell of a .rather bad patch.
nd has succeeded, though never quite
ntcowr.ng his conlidence and freedom of
o few years ogo. He has created an
?Ur'*eaB‘;On in my mind of set tieth and
nldour detormination fo defy an evil
? te. R straint and caution have supplied
(?Je ‘dommarit note in his batting, but he
ﬁnﬂ shown on one or t wo vccasions, notably
in his valuable 70 af Cambridge, that he
p n still not only defend well when con-
cl?tionn are difiicult, but has all his old
‘1 artoire of scorln% strokes at comniand
:q[\’en he can find the confidence to use
{hen.. 1 ssy ally but there iy one great
ghot I _have not scen for quite a long
time,  TE used to come ason delight ful
purprise -packet, o mighty aquare  hook
for nix. I shall lm\m to uee it again next
yeat, when [ shall expect the captain
{o have recovered all h's old confldence.
He hus improved his average this yean,
in spite of being run ot onece wnh_out
gcoring, and ha# got back to something
like normal figures efter dropping to 19
in 1039 end 23 last season. His batting
has been of great value, and hi \eadership
haw also meant much to the team.

E. Mayer's average in the last three
years has been very similar to that of
he Captain, viz., 19 in 1930, 23 in 1081,
and 2¥ in.1932. His 2565 i85 much the
highest ng]{rega(e this season, and afier
Homer's 21K there is a big drop to the
141 of Lockett. Mayer has scored. 714
runs in -his three seasons as & regular
member of the team, with an average of
almost exactly 23, which is evidence
both of hia cons’stency and his us»fulness.
He is a good and {mproving batsman,
who may render still better service yet.
He has” heen four times stumped fhia
year, which suggests the need }or more
circumspection in going forward, .

Barnis  and Lockett have returns
which are not commensurate with their
abi’ity as batsmen, though cach has
improved his average a lttle compared
with last year; W. H. Eilerker has been
inconsistent, but also shows improve-
ment ; and B8tanley Crump has lost
nearly seven runs per innings, in spite

“of which I think he has batted equally

well. His only bad match was against
Yorks. IL, for he batted skilfully in
making ‘15 and 13 on the putty patch
at Werneth, hit a capital 46 when runs
were needed at Oxton, was run out when
batting confldently at. Wolverhampton,
and was Feuing runs fast when the closure
was applied at Cambridge. L»n Crump
has revealed 1he soundness of h's defence
again, but did not play in the last three
matches, E. Cross  deserves to get
rung, for he is keen on improving his
batting, -and ‘has done 80o. Splendid as
ever behind the wicket, he {s o great.
asset to the county, and if it were possible
tor him to go in earlier he might get
quite & lot of runs, If he goes on improv-
ing h: may have to he promoted. With
reference to his work with the gioves,
I wonder whether his e¢ight catches in
one match at. Wolverhampton is a record
for Staffordshire,

Now [ come lo the younger layers
and those who have had ‘s first {rial Lhis
year. The two Stafford batemen, M. H.
Cocks and E. Breley, each played a good

innings, and B:eley's 44 at Ktafford wes:

revesling enough to make one regret
his saubsequent departure from the county,
Cocks played a skilful innings against the

high-class” Yorks. bowling, at Porthill,.

and though he failed in h's other two
matchca tha  Committee will probably
have him in mind next season.

Perhaps the most important develop-
ment was the discovery of two such

promising  young - batsmen as Gordon |
Nedgwick and 11, H. Plant.  Radgwick

has not yet failed in a county match.
Hins first tricl was at Blackburn last year,
when hy batted with skill for t hree quaters
of an hnur in o crisis, and on o most
difificult w.cket, His next appearance was
again.t the Indians at Stoke, In July,
and his batting in both innings created
a definitely lavourable 'mpression. Coming
in ogain for the last two matches he
opened the innings with Erle Perry
againat Lancs. Il., and showed the
same strong defence a3 before on p pitch
on which runs were very difficult to get.
At Cambridge, in the Ansl mateh, he wes
wnnt UH firal  wieket downy and played
like a. reasoned  batsman. He  eofnes
out second In the averages, with 33,
and though there i8 possibly room for
some improvement in his footwork, he
has the skill and tempsrament, and has
established himscell unm'stakably as a
courty batsman, His defrnce may bo
tecmed his long suit, but he has good
scoring strokes, %):*ing strong on the leg and
on, and having a vefry nice off-drive,
He has improved iis game a good deal
this season, or, pafii 43, one should rather
say matured his ga:o . and th-re is every
reason to believe that ae is far from having
reached his bost. R

And what of R. H. Plant ? Not yet of
age he has had his fiest taste of ecounty
ericket thls renson, and there is wothing
specially noteworthy. in his vecord, an
average of 18 for six innings. Bat N
dote venture a predictlon that he wilj

be one of the county's chief run-getters
next season. He is as keen o cricketer
as was his father, { he old Longton captain,
and present president of ths Longton
club, Mr. Harold J, Plant, as true a type
of sportsman as could be found in the
county or out of it. Two years ago
*Dick’’ was coptain of the Leys School,
Cambridge, so Re hag learnt” his ericket
in an excellent nursery. Private conchin‘g
by Aaron Lockett has helped him, to

These advantages, together w.th o gnnuigd
love of the game, and purposeful applica-
tion, should enable him to make the most
of his natural aptitude forit. His defence
Is quite sound. though h» has not the
patience of Gordon Sedgwick,  and He
hns the strokes, In frout of the wicket
he is particalarly strong, and the N‘D;lpﬂ
at which his drives travel indicotes yp.
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expected power as well as good timi

When he learns to curb hlsgim :tu?;li‘t‘%.
and above allto koe‘)tho ballon tLe gmm{d'
when 1l)utling his full weight into h's shots
runs should flow-with great facility from
his bat. g

Roy Smith has _only  pleyed once
and the bowlet’s  parndise nt'Wnrnpt};
afforded no sort of trial*for him. The
fact -that his injured twrist has troubled
him again all the season makes his average
of wellover,40 for Great Chell g remarkable
one, and but for being fwice run out
it would have been considerably batter,
His further trial scems inevitable it he
can get away from his work to play,
for he has never yet batted for tho '.OUnt'v,’-
on anvthing 1 ke a fast wickt. ne
Brrnard Hollowood is - another  yvoun
batsman’ who, I think, has A~ flnitely
improved.. but ha has not bzen in tha
county side at all th's year.~ -, . N

So the season has brought two . young
batsmen; .both sons of:-olﬁ cricketers of
renown, Ao {ha fore,.' One  might adqd
that thers are 6uhers wlic' may make theip
mark s the mear future,-and. none, I
Al'nk; - i85 niore: l'kely than Tisngton's
roung fast right-drm bowler-ancd laft-hand
I'bat, W. Boutite, " = -5
I*‘"‘ r.gicd to bowling, Bardes 'is sl
tat-th> haad ot affaies, and-his 58 wi.ckets
for nine runs a-plece ropris ntsy r.t another
I'8:dd0on of, wonderful work with the ball,
His rocord “for. Staffordsh've: now stands
o4 follows:—Ov.rs, . 5,212.8; mnlidens,
1,581; runs, 1L165; wickets, 1,422 ;
average, 7.85.

Lckstt and Taylor have bowled con-
sistently wcll, though neither his qui'e
such good flgures as last year. Loackett
has often bowled wth poor luck. S.
Crump has had little chance, and has
not. done so well as in 1931, but the only
occasion on which more than 16 runs
lhave bcen scored from him in an innings
was on the dead, easy p'tch at Werneth,
when in Lancash're’s first innings he lost
31 runs w.thout a wicket. His few overs
have generally b-en very steady, and ha
has saveral times got a quick wicket,
But it is not altogether an enviable task
for & young bowl-r to be repeatedly called
up for a few overs when conditions ars
least suitable and- other spin bowlers
have met with » chock. .

A gritilving feature of the s~ason’s
howling has bren the success of Ellerker.
He has gained the bo2st figures for Staf.
fordsh'ré, and he has deserved them, for
hr has never previously bowled so well,
Bowling rather faster than before, he
has kept a fine length, and has got life
oft the pitch, combined with swin, both
ways. As he is a smart close-in flelder,
he 'is now an all-round player of excep-
tional value. . .

Stanlay Welch only played fn the flest
two matches, but two new bowlers were
tried in 8. Dykes, of the East Lancs. club,
and J. H. Chadw.ck, Porthill's fast bowler,
The last-named hardly appears to have
the stamina. to maintain his pace with
accuracy, but Dykes made a favourable
impression. Fourtimes he opened the bowl-
ing with Barnes, and h's medium-pace;
r.ght-arm del ver.es commanded rspzct,
Though unl kzly to be able to play uf_t(‘n
he may be decldedly useful on occasion,

Only one other comment 1 desire to
make. Stanley Heath had a long spell
of bowling at Cambridge, and attained
a measure of accuracy with his leg-spin
which roused long dormant hopes that
he may take up bowling sgnin wih a
fair maasure of success. .

I must congratulate the team on im-
proved f:lding, Some of the players
might &t put & Little mare dash into
thele seouting, and Bames would have
had wome w.ckets which ha did not get
it all those who fl:lded close in for him
had learnt to understand and anticipate
az some of his colleaguen of the past did.
But on the whole the fi:lling was more
satisfactory than for several seasons.

Taking a glance forward one would
think Staffordshire would have no diffi-
culty in flelding a side strong enough
to win the championship w.th ordinary
luck arxt  sear with the following
players:—H. W. Homer, E. P. (ross, I,
Mayer, W. H. Ellerker, Barnes, Lockett,
Tayvior, 8 Crump, L. H, Cramp, J. §,
He.th, L. E. Gale, . Perry, M. H. Cacks,
[\{ 2"‘!;;1. F($L ‘%'e(l wick, R. H. Plant,

» 8mith, 8. Welch, 8. Dykes X
B. Hollowood. vhens wil A

The selection of the best XI. from t his
Score of players would constitule rothp
a nice problem, and 1 legve it to readers
to solve for themaselves

It only remains to y

‘ Pay a well-degrpypq
<\x hll;((‘ to the wplendid " work u(‘l MFWQ(A'L
A F. Bagguley and My Lo W, Han, wll

P apeetively hor ceretary 111 34 \
. 1. Bog &
by = A d ns 8lan
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BASYS-WORTHINGTON'S 2xp XL v,
TUTBURY 2~p XI.

Played at Burton on Saturday. )

Bass-WortHINGTON.—T. Dunniclif b
W. Jagg 17, 1. Dodson run out 11, J.
Goodhead ¢ (. Plumb b K. Bowley 2,
L. Topliss b K. Bowley 0, I, Richardson
b W. Jagg 4, Q. Clark run out 5, R. Fors-
dyke b K. Bouwley 22, L. Taylor b K.
Bowley 12, G. Elkes c and b K. Bowley 17,
I.. Griffin ¢ and b K. Bowley 1. W.Evans
not out 4 ; extras 1.—Total, 96.

TyurBURY.—A. F. M. Lunn b Taylor 11,
R. Squires b Taylor 3, W. Jagg b Taylor
¢, H. Bowley b Taylor 0, L. Compson ¢
Topl'ss b Fikes 4, F. Tucker ¢ Topliag
b Elkes 3, J. Pye ¢ Griffin b Taylor 0,
J. Pye c Criflin b Taylor 0, G. Plumb b
Elkes 8, R. Bailey b Elkes 0,— Dagley
not out 0, C. Rrynolds run out 0 ; extras
9.— Total, 36..

TUTBURY v. BASS-WORTHINTUON

Played at Tatbury on Saturday.

Bass-WORTHINGTON.— L. Hulme ¢ Bryant.
b Robinskon 18, W. Kte b Gothard 8n,
J. Hartley ¢ Graham b Robinson 3, L.
Robinson b Oakden 1, R. Bayliss ¢ Billinga
b Gothard 26, R. King not out 5, A. Grice
¢ Robinson b Oakden 0, A. Haynes not
out 0; extras 1l.—Total (for six wickets,
declared), 132. ;

A. Rigby, T. -Dunniclift, and J. Warner
did not bat.

Tursury.— K. J. Gothard ¢ Iartley b
Warner 15, H. L. Newton ¢ Warner b
Dunnicliff 61, T. P. Katon Ibw b Warner
0, 8. R. IV'ckman b Hartley 1, I.. Robinson
not cut 18; extras 8.—Tolal (for four
wickets), 103.

T. I, Coxon, J. Billings, . Byant,
J. 1. H. Jackson, H. Graham, and 1T,
H. Oakden did nol bat,
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~ CRICKET
Gentlemen of Staffordshire
SEASON'S RECORD AND
AVERAGES

By '*THE CRITIC"

_Tha Gentlemen of Staflordshire Cricket
(lub has had a satisfactory season, and
furnished a good deal of en]c;{v:ble ericket
for its members. _Of the fourteen matches
arranged one (at Lramington) was blotted
out ay rain, and two were cancelled,
the Worceatershire Gentlemen and the
Kenya Kongoni chibs - being unable to
raire teams for the dates flxed. Of the
eleven matches played four were drawn,
five won, and Lwo were lost. Batting
hirteen times tha Staffordshire Gentlemen
scored 2,276 runs for the loss of 112
wickets, an average per wicket ot 20.32,
wh'lst opponents also batted thirteen
times and scored 2,334 runs for 118 wickets,
an average per wicket of 20.12. The
Gentlemen's average score per completed
innings was, therefore, 208, and that -of
opposing teams 201.

The following is a brief rummary of the

season's doings i—

June 2,—v. Denstone College : The College
107 (P. Button 61; C. H. Twigg flve
for 31, E. Beeleg four for 32); Gentle-

. men 267 for eight (G. H. Thorneycroft

128). Won.

Juve 7.—v. Market Draylon: Drayton
253 for six, declared (R. R. O’Brien 101);
Gentlemen 106 for eight. Drawn.

June 15.—v. Yarlet : Gentlemen 170 (J. A:
L. Wenger 53); Yarlet 105, Woun. -

June 22.—v, Wrekin College : ' The College
185 (C. H. Twigg flve for. 39, E. C.
Fernio three for 15); Geatlemen 81 (C.

" H. Twigg 45). Lost.

June 24,—v. L chilald Garrison ¢ - Gentle-

men 236 for nine, declared (Capt. P.
Wilson 73, A. Lindop ﬂ7&,; Garrison
147 (A. Platts eix for 85). on. s

June 8).—v. Derby Friars: Friars 285
for eight declared (L. B. Blaxland 82);
Gentlemen 160 for six (Capt. Wilson
70). Drawn. ,

July 7.—v. Burton on-Trent : Burton 338
tor four declared (F. J. Dolman 141°%,

_"B. J.Gothard 84, R. Robinson 78) ; Gen-
‘tlemen 168 for eight (E. Beeley 55).
Drawn. - L

August 3 end 4.— v, Bomeriet Btragglers:’
Stragglers 114 (W. M, Tonkinson five
for 87, F. B. Clark four for 83) and 2638
for eight ‘declared ;s - Gentlemen 244
(E. W. Page 71, F. B. Clark 55, B.
Meakin 50) and 99. Lost. .

August 17.—v, Stafford: Stafford 148
(W. M. Tonkinson six for 68); Gentle-
men 270 {G. H. Thorneyeroft 113, C.
Howl 651). Won,

August 18.—v. Derby Friars: Friars 108
(P. Fernie five for 28) ;. Gentlemen 185
for eight., Won.

August 22 and 28.—v. Shropshire Gentle-
men ¢ Shropshire, 208 (W. G. Bannister
gix for 53) and 183 (€. H. Twigg six
for 76); Htaflordshire Gentlemen 173

_{F. B. Clark 74) and 107 for five. Drawn.

One of the best matches of the season
was that against Somerset Stragglers,
an old-established and well-known club,
which was & new flxture, the match being
played at Wolverhampton. The Gentle-
men secured a good firat-innings lead,
but the Btragglers staged a strong recoverby,
and set the Gentlemen 184 to get in b5
minutes to win, The home side adopted &
sporting, win-or-lose policiIe went all out
for the runs, and were beaten just on
time by 84. ‘

The playing resources of the club have
been increased by the addition of some
new m2mbers, chiefly from the noith of
the county, of whom the most promising
is R. H. Plant, who has gained a place
in the Staffordshire team this year. But,
as usual, Wolverhampton and Stafford
players figure fmminently in the average
tables, G. H. Thorneycroft (Wolvee-
hampton) has hit the only two centuries
scored for the club, and O. H. Twigg
(Stafford) has borne the brunt of the
bowling, and though he suffered to the
extent of 135 runs without a wicket in an
orgy of run<getting hy t ho Burton hatamen,
he has creditable Agures, Hgzeluding the
Burton motch his average s 18.80.
Amongst the new players, W. G. Bannis-
tev (Btaffor() did well in his firat match,
taking six wickets for 58 and scoring 85.
Altogether 44 players appzered during
the seagon for the club, whose future
prospects are bright.
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The following are the batting and
bowling averages:—

BATTING
Not Tot’l H'st
: Inns. out Runs sc’e Av’e.
G. 'H. Thorney- ]

croft .. .4 0 263 128 65.75
F. P. Woolt .. 4 2 82 - 42 41 06)
Capt. P. Wusen.,. 4 0 162 73 40.50
L. W. Page ..89 0 114 ' 71. 88.00
R.J.C.Evans .. 4 2 - 72 = 29% 36,00
F. B, Clark <. 470 187 74 84.25
C.Howl.. ' ., 5 0 182 51 26.40
J. A. L. Wenger., 4 0 07. 53 24.25
A. Platts.. .8 2.-03 32 23.25
B, Meakin 210 20152 19.00
H. P, qud, junr, 3 0 51" 88 17.00
‘W. H.Twigg .. 4 1 41 22%13.88
¥. H. Harrison.. 5 0 68 37 18.60
C.H.Twigg .. 9 1 100 45 12.50
A. D. Wilkie ..3 0. 20 11 9.68
W.A.Adams .. 4 2 18 17* 9.00
R. H. Plant .83 0. 27 12 9.00
W.M. Tonkinson 8 1 - 18 15 9.00
E. C. Fernie .3 1 13 9 6.50
J. F. Meakin .. 5 0 28 16 5.60
H.J. Bamford .. 3 0 12 6 4.00
G. Mackarness .. 8 0. 10 4 1.68
L. Underwood .. 8 0 4 2 1.383
Col. C. Hatton .. 3 © 3 1 1.00

Batted twice:—Rev. P, F. McSwiney,
8%, 18*; E. Bee]ef, 2,85; M. H. Cocks,
11, 29; B. McCall, 28, §; J. P, Scott,
8, 1?; J. B. Russeil, 4, 113 W. E. C.
Davies, 0* 7. Batted once:—A. Lindop,
67; R. E. Eastwood, 22*; W. G. Bannis-
ter, 355 J. I. C. Dent, 20; P. F. Fernle,
17; R. G. Willoock 12; P. Underwood,
3; R. Cave-Rogers, 2; R. Howl,0; E.
W. Brain, 03 R. B. Tarling, 0. Did not
bat:—J. T. A. Jackson end R. 8. A.

Hasdy: BOWLING
0. M. R. W. Ave.

P. P, Fernle .. 10 0 55 5 11.00
W.M.Tonkinson 51.3 14 146 12 12.08
W.G.Bannister 20 2 7% 6 12.50
W. H. Harrison 30 1 114 7 16.28
E. Beeley .,.20.4 3 84 5 16.80
C. H. Twigg ..158.2 32 524 28 18.71
A.Platts.. .. 58 g9 211 11 19.18
F.B.Clark .. 82.5 18 248 11 22.54
R. J. 0. Fvans 88.5 6 144 6 24.00

Alsobowled :— E. O, Fernle, 0—0—15—8;
J, F. Scott, 13—5—28—8; W. H. Twigg,
14,4—2—73—8; Capt. Wilson; 16.2—3
—175—3; W. A, Adams, 25—4—100—38;
R. 8. A. Hardy, 12—5—28—2; G. H.
Thorneycroft, i6—06—51—2; R. E.
Tarling, 2—0—17—1; O. H.'¥l, 4—0—13
—1; H. P. Wood, 13—0—78—1; A.
Lindop, 6—1—14—03; A. D. Wilkie,
5—0—15—0; P. P. Wooll, 2—0—17—0;
R. H. Plant, 5—0—29—0.
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sleadily climbing, and with Porthill hill 2 ench, Stone g, Norton § 1l Port.

Notth Staffs. and District
i League
" A BOOMING SEASON
Nantwich Sweep the Board

By "THE CRITIO"

‘Nnnt\\-ich have reaped the rewarq qf
enterprise in full . measure, for their
courageous  engagement -of Richard
Tviderley as professional has enha_n_ced
the imh{i'c intercst in the' eompetition,
and lag been followed by a great revwn'l
at Nantwich, The prowess of the ex-
Laneashire howler hag undoubtedly been
a potent facior in the sweeping success
of the team, but there have been o\hgr
factors, too. For example, Tyldesley's
advent has synchronised with a remark-
able burst of form by the Brothers
Steventon, who seem suddenly to have
renewed their youth, and have played
up to a standard which they have cer-
tainly never excelled, Under the able
lendership of E. H, Steventon a fine team
spirit has prevailed, and in winning the
championship by the commanding mar-
gin of 10 points over the second club,
tpey have beaten ali Lhelr,opr:onents
once, and no fewer than seven, mcl}\rl-
ing Leek, Burslem, and Porthill, twice.
On the average they ha\{e more than
Jdoubled their opponents’ scores; they
had an extraordinary run of 14 consecu-
tive victories, and their total number of
‘wing equals the previous recotd held by

ill.

Pr{{’tl?ilst offering congratulatiofs to Nant-
wich, one must sympathise with Norton,
who will probably pay the penalty of
having often played below thellr form.by
spending at least one geason in Bection
B, Their bowling has been of average
merit, hut their batting h‘as been too
often weak, and though thf_m' figures are
not so bad as those of either Bignall
End or Stone, they failed to get the
points, and so the end of the season
found them firmly rooted at the bottom
of the table, three points below the next
lowest, and 27 points bglow.the cham-
pions. The cause of their failure seems
to me to be largely loss of morale, and
if they can recapture that mystic quality
their stay in the lower gmde, supposing
they are relegated to it, is not likely
to be a long one. The two moet recently
promoted sides, Caverswall and the
L.M.S., have acquitted themselves quite
well, and deservedly retained their
places, the improvement shown by the
Railwaymen since the opening of the
geason being extremely creditable,

Baturday afternoon cricket hag been
highly favoured by the weather since
May. Whit-Monday and the two fol-
lowing Saturdays were wet, but from
then, May 28, to September 10 favourable
conditiong were experienced, which was
a great and welcome contrast {o 1931 and
1930, The number of drawn games was
large, maiuly because howlers got little
assistance from the wicket, but algo, in
some measure, because scoring was slow
nnd captaing were prone to err on the
gidle of conservatism in the matter of
declaration, Of the 132 mqtches com-
prising the season’s campaign 79 were
finished and 53 drawn, as against 70 and
62 respectively last year, and 82 and 50
in 1930. In 1929 the large proportion of
102 matches were finisled. ’rhm season
t* > number of matches definitely drawn
ou account of rain was 22, )

As might be expected scoring was
mueh heuvier than last year, but was
just about the average of & mnormal
seagon. The aggregate of rung was 28,419,
and the number of wickets that fell 1,851,
giving an average score per wicket of
15.35. Tt is interesting to compare these
figures with those of preceding Years,
thus :--1931, 20,128 runas, 1,608 wickets,
avernge 12.53; 1930, 27,476 and 1,879, aver-
e 14,62 1820, 30,680 nnd 2,078, nvernge
14,785 1928, 31,390 and 1,882, average 16.83,

Whilst the pre-eminence of Nantwich
made the destination of the champion-
ship a foregone conclusion very early in
the season, thére wag an interesting
struggle for the honour of being runners-

and Longton falling behind, shq: Chell
also losing. some ground, it Yesolved. it-
self at last into a duel between Butalem
and ‘Leek, After ‘their wretched start,
however, there was no checking the
advance of Leek, and the Moorland men
maintained: the hot pace to the end.
Whilst yielding the leagué flag to Nant-
wich tk2 champions of 1931 became
runners-up in 1932 Ly virtue of a splen-
didly sustained revival, in which they
dropped only three points of a poksible
26

The season’s records reveal some
striking contrasts compared with last
year. For example, Burslem have held
a high place, not only last year, but
for several seasons, solely Lecause of the
deadlinesg of their bowling, and in spite
of the fact that their batting hag beea
considerably below the average. They
won the championship in 1830 with the
worst batting record in the league ex-
cept two, and average per wicket of 11,92
and were runpers-up in 1931 with a
batting average of 11.96. This year has
found the old club of the Mother Town
again worthily maintaining its position.
in the first flight, That is not surprising,
But the remarkable thing ig that the
team have gained their high place by
vittue of the best batting record in the
league. Similarly Longton stand third
in ordet of merit for batting, after having
been one of the weakest batting teams
for several vears, One of the anomalies
is that Bignall End, having scored fewer
runs than any other team. and had more
ruig scored against them than any other,
firish half-way up the table. With a
debit margin ‘of nearly seven rung per
wicket, equal to 69 runs per completed
innings, they are sctually level with
Porthill ir the matter of points, though
the latter have a eredit margiu of over
two runs per wicket, or 2 runs per com-
pleted innings. That is to say, Porthill
have on the average scored 22 runs per
juninge more than have heen scored
against them, and Bignall BEnd have
scored 69 per inningg less than have been
scored against them, and the {w~ are
equal in points. The explanation, of
course, ia that owing to the ineffective-
ness of their bowling, Bignall End have
repeatedly been batting with their backs
to the wall, and have succeeded in avoid-
ing defeat nnd saving a point. S8tone
have experienced their poorest year since
they returned to 3cction A in 1929, and
must be considered o little fortunate to
have escaped relegation on their figures,
The fullowing table shows at a glance
where strength and weuakness lay:—

For Agdinst
R, W. Ave. R, W. Ave.
Nantwich,,, 3608 150 10,37 1708 186 8.71
Teele ... 9401 168 1870 2137 181 11.80
... 2746 141 19.47 2353 161 14.61
(it. Chell .., 2493 157 15,87 2085 168 12.41
Bllverdale.. 2684 168 16.36 2627 147 17 19

Longton .., 2518 142 17.71 2615 162 17.20
Bignall E. 1898 139 13.65 2695 131 20.57
Porthill .,. 2428 143 16.97 2390 162 14.75

Caverawall. 2067 162 12.75 2546 154 16.53

LM.ER, .. 2509 174 13.27 2393 139 17.21
Btone ...... 2039 168 12.90 2660 124 21.45
Norton .. 2033 175 11.61 2310 136 16.98

Judged by this searching test the
teams come out in rather diflerent order
from that based on points won. The mar-
gint of rung per wicket to eredit or debit
of eaclt is as follows: Plus, Nantwich
10.68, Burslem 4.86, Leek 3.99, Great Chel]
3.46, Porthill 2.22, Longton 0.51. Minus,
Silverdale 0.84, Caverswall 3.78, L.M.S.
3.94, Norton 5.37, Bignall Eng 8.92, Stone
8.55,

The following table ghows how the
clubs have fared on this hasig during the
last four seasons :—

1928 1830 1931 1937 Ave.
Nantwich 41117 +2:02 +007 +10'66 +5-08

Buralem -+ 369 419 +369 + 4 86 +4:10
Porthill... 4 4:55 4.6:20 1.2 52 4 222 +3 81
Gt. Chell | 624 <475 1.052 t 346 +3 75
ek ... — 450 4458 529 L 399 +2:31
Silverdale — 062 +317 £ 579 — 084 4187
Norton ... = 0:36 —176 —162 — 537 —2-27
Longton — 326427 262 & 051 —2.41
Bignall K, + 023 279 —0 2] — 692 —2.42
Onvermnll ..ov..... ... 405 — 375 —ope
LMS.Rly. . e 8034 3004
Stone ... — 152 —567 45y .- 856 —5-0p
The gning and  Ingses i
Year ave as follow ettt l|1u lpmmg it

Nantwicy,
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T Caverswh]l,.

-Bteventon,

L The
have earned the fiime number 0(f 113.0\111‘155

a8 Crewe did last year, T i
are the positiong ‘w)hicli ”’.llehec[‘fﬁ:;m}\lmuvg
held in the league table ‘eaely \'enrrs'me
1928 - Nantwich, 1928 1st, 1998 1sf 'x[x);.cxg
7th, 1831 3rd; 1832 1s(; Leep equa
cqud] 8,51, 2 Burslem, equai ) 3 % g
3; Great Chiell. 4, 2, 2, equo 9. 47 Silver
da]e.la,s pqun}lag equal 3 4 ; L'ohgtoe:
equal 9, 'equal § - ; ¢ i
gl 7':,quua1 o cqual 9, 10, &; Bigna);
7; Portliill,’ b, 4,

E.M.S., ;932,1 equa) 9: '8
Section B), 10, 11, equa e
8, 5, 8 equn] 7, 12, ual 5 11; Norto

Whilst Gordon Sedgwick
LS}:E grentest number of runa, W, Lee, th

one professional, beats J. Ankerg D¢
fracti : snkers by g

ction for the highest batting aver
with Roy Smith running the ]e"‘,gey
pair fairly close, Sedgwick's 677 rs:ldmg
more than the next aggregate of Tm’\se
compares with o
which Ji {5.1 Hr"ath headeq tt]lllee Jﬁgg “ll:lt:;
year, a total which ha
18 batsmen thig su}:nmgr.be’l?ll;o:):s:ed.by
over 500 are G Bedgwick, T, W qig"mg
ton, J.- Ankers, J, 8 Heath LeLe ven.
R. Smith, whilst the following ql'mﬂ?d
have exceeded 400, Poate, A T Chr le]t
wick, J. Turner, ang &mith '(Lc;ngtoa :
The number of nverages exceeding 3071).
eight, compared with two last yeqs unls
nine in 1330, They are Lee (41 84), 3
Ankers (41.50), R. £mith (38.23), B Bk
(36.90), 6. Sedgwick (35.63). J. 8. Hearr
(35.25), A. Bmith, Chell (34.83), ang T
W. Steventor (3L10). Of the doger, bats.
men included in these two lists, Seq ;
wick, Poa'e, Chadwick, Turnes angd.
Baker earn such a high position for the
firat time, Op the other hand Lee
Heath, and Ankers have outsumding'
records of consistency, Stanley Heath
in the last five seasons, hag seoreq 2,403
runs for Porthill, with an dverage over
the whole period of 31,76. 1In 8pite of
a lean time in 1831, when he coulq make
little of the persistently wet wickeiq
Joe Ankers in the sime period hag scored
2,289 rurnis for Silverdale, with an average
of 30.77, And “Billy " Lee, in hig four
seasons at Stone, has aggregateq 2,142
runs, with the fine average of 35.1g.
Others have had their good seasons, an(
Chell’s accomiplisheq brotheérs have ex-
cellent records over the last four years,
Roy Smith having scored 1,560 Tung, witly
an wnverage of 29.08, and Arthur Smith
1,398 runs, average 27.30.

The joint triumpli of Tyldesley and
E. 1I. Steventon for Nantwich is, of
course, the luminoug feature of thig
year's bowling, Tyldesley has joined the
very select few who have taken a hun.
dred wickels in n season in this league,
and the Nantwich Captain has completeq
1,000 wickets in league matches, The
remarkable bowling record of Nan!wich
does not equal that of Burslem in 1931
or 1830, but their feat of more thLan
doubling their opponents’ scores on the
average ig certainly unique since the
war, though whether it wngs ever equalle(
In tha great days of Barnes at Portaill
1 ain not sute. Leek and Ureat Chell
occupy the. manie positions ag last vear
in regard {o Lhe effectiveness of tl:eir
bowling, viz., second and third, but
Burslem have dropped to fourth piace
in this respect after having casily led
the way as the most deadly bowling ¢ide
for three years. The absence of Roy
Hollowood and a definite deterisraiion
in flelding are nmongst the chief tangey
of the falling off. Btone's bowling 1.ag
again been the most expensive iy the
league, but Bignall End, by n very
marked decline, keep them close com.
pany,

To be concluded next week,
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 Notth Staffs, and District
-SEASON'S ' RETROSPECT
vy “(Second Article)”. .

> - k! =
5 By THE CRITIB" ;
. Continuing my review of thé Léague
searon 1. desire to offer some ctitical
comnients on‘tlie doings and form of the
12 teams taking part in the mdjor com-
petition. ~Such 'n- survey.is not éasily
compressed within the necessary limits-
of a newspaper article, for -4 seasdn’s
observation -of twelve teams furiishes
a somewhat. embarrassing abundatiee 6f
material:. » So ‘without wastng ‘valuable

space, let) me begin with the
S GONQUERING HEROES: " -
| Nantwich. ~After. three years. of pte-
g&i}x‘aznce, Nantwich fell from their highi
eatale in 1930, tade a partial recovery
in 1931, and edjoyed-z triumphnl .nareh
to. their fourth .championship in _six.
years in 1932. ;. Open‘ng the seasdn with
an igaominious defeat at Chell, the new
champions proceeded. to win every ‘other
matchi - throughout the séason, while the
weather allowed: them to fink h 18 ‘Vie;
tories with 3 games rained off, That ia
s wonderful performance. . The engage-
ment of -Iliclmrq Tyldesley as. . pro:
fessional . coitld:” jiot i have been:more
amyply  justified. In - the -result;: He: hag
been by far the most successful. bowler
in the Leagde, is the first for a.number
of yearsto take 100 ‘wicketa'in & season,
and . hos . been; g0 “aseful . with: the,'vbat
that -he decored "374- runs, with “di- aver.
age of 20.77, The eHectiveness of his'leg-
break lowling is represented. by his
104 wickets for.7.10 runs each, O_bviopsly
he has played the leading part in winn-
ing. the ehampfonship. But 't has not
been & “one man show.” To get at the
geeret of the team's brilliant seasor one
must couple Tyldesley with the. Cap-
tain, E. H. Steventon, as & match-winn-
ing pair of bowlers, and take note at ghe
same time of the fact that the batting
has practically recovered its 1920 form,
after falling far short of that standgrd
seasons. : -
{O;I;:thich have taken .the fleld 20
times - during _the season, and on 14
occasiong Steventon and Tyldesley have
bowled unchanged, including a run of
nine matches in succession. The captain
has never, I’ think, bowled better.
Appreciably slower than he used to be,
he has been aoble to keep an excellent
length whilst getting a lot of work on the
ball either way, and has mastered the
googly 2o well that it has been difficult
to detect,’ and has got him a lot of
wickets, The only matter for regret. is
the lack of opportunity for so good ‘&
bowler az W. T. Maybury, who last year
took 60 wickets, at an averagé cost of

&F%m . batting figures present dgome
amazing contrasts to last year. How to
account for a batsman like Tom Bteven-
ton scoring 123 runs with an average of
8 in one season, and 561 runs with an
average of 31 in the next. is beyond my
ingenuity. He made the highest. score
of the season, a glorious 130, not, out, at
Bignall End, after the first seven
matches © batted  with  great . tonsis-
teney,  C. Coffin has becn & valuable
addition to the team, and_his 28.87 per
innings places him second in the aver-
ages, with W. T, Maybury and E. H.
Steventon next with 21.44 and 20.87 res-
pectively, improved figures in each ¢ase,
The wicket-keeper, A, McTurk, h_aa
jumped from an average of & to 16, aAnd
7. B, Bwindale, L. E. Norton, and R. E
B. Sthith have all recovered from {heir
dismal failure of last yeat, though they
should be capable of considerably better
things yet. The only batsman to fall
awny s J. E. Smith, who headed- the
averaged last year with 24, and has ex-
pévienced so bad a patch that he has
deoppisd. 16 10, Though thire hing hean
fittle: chafige in personnel, the average
of the team jper wicket has fomped front
12.88 1o 10,37, s0 the batsv :n must be
given o ghate of the ctedit for a brilliant
peagon, ag well 48 the outstanding pair
of bowlers,
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- The: flelding ‘of the #ide-hak probably
been " the best.. in - the : Ledgue; with
McTurk: keeping an - excellert : wicket,
evidence of which is aMorded by the
{act that the extrta conceded by Nant-
wich have averaged only 3 runs pér inn-
inga, . On  six occasions not a single
extra - has been given, Namwich-were
only twice dismissed for less thap 100,
whilst . their opponents only 3 times
reached these figures. Tt
LEEK'S LEVEL ATTACK ..
After a disastrous start to the seasom,
Leek, as one felt- certain they would,
meade o -great recovery, and developed
the all-round power which won them the
champlonsh’p .in 1831, The secret . of
thelr success was the variety and level
excellence of their quintet of bowlers,
coupled with the muperlavive -batting
form of G, 8edgwick: When one batsman.
ocan be depended upon for 40 or %0 runs
every time he goes in, as Gordon could
during the second half of the season,
there is little fear of collapse and six
averages between 15 and 20 show that he
was fairly well supported. DBut even so,
the bowling has been the more potent
force in liftirig' Leek {rom the bottom of
the table in June to the.position of
runners-up to . Nantwich. With paey
bowlers im W. 8, Hutchinson and H.
Bedgwick, a clever slow spin bowler in.
H. Birch, an. accurate medium pace
bowler in Pointon and a useful left-arm
bowler in (3. Bedgwick, the attack called

{or sonie #kill in management, and.the

level figures of the five are proof.of as-
tute handling by Herbert Bedgwick. He
himself has. the best average. with 33
wickets for 10.39, but littls more than
a run per wicket meparates the five,
Harold Bireh hrs taken most wickets
w'th 48, and an Average of 10.88, Pointon
and Gordon Bedgwick have 31 each with
averages of 1048 and 11.51 respectively,
and> Hutchinson's @ wickets have cost
1115 each, . Such a bowling combina-
tion: seems.to meé almost ideal, and 1
have good reports of the fielding. -

I have already written fully of Gordon
Redgwick's wonderfully consistent batt-
ing. His 677 is higher by 88 than any
other nggregate in the League.  He
finished up the season with 301 runs in
his last 5 innings, and in spite of the
moderate start returned an averige of
35.63, compared with 18.73 last year.
He is" not a bateman of aggressive
type.:, but. has 8 - wide . range
of strokes, and has: developed 80
gound - a defence against all sorts . of
bowling that his future holds the highest
promise, Next in order of batiing aver-
age ¢ome J, Pointon, J, Williamson, A,
Rider, H. B. Bedgwick, G. Imber, and W.
H. Hutchinson, ranging from 19.30 to
14.80, Jack Pointon started badly, avevag-
ing only 4 in his firat seven innings,
but thep he found his form, and in 9
inninge, 3 times not out, acored 220 rune
for nn averdge of 36,88, That augurs well
for next menon, and the snme may bie
wnid of the form of Williamson and
Imbet, - .. Kidd has disappointed me
a0 far, hut 1 pee he averaged 41} in 6
innings with theé 2nd team, and he may-
realise one’'s. expectations yet, Arthur
Ridep- has - maintained his form well,
but W, ¢, Charnock has had rather a

T AeARON. .

Leek had tlé ‘doubtful dist'netionof
making the lowest gcore of the. season,
23 against Burslem. o

BURSLEM'S BRIGHT BATTING

1 called ntention last week to thé extra-
ordinary change in' Burslem's figures.
It will Dest be @ illustrated by guotitig
their batting and bowling averages, for
and against, for the last three years. In
1930 their own average per wicket was
11.92, and the average. against them,
7.73; in 1831, 11,98 and 8.27 respectively;
in 1932, 18.47 and 14.81, These figures
show that whereas their batting has heen
prior to this year amongit the weshest
in the Lcague; they hdve taken a high
place by -reason of phenoinenal success
in bowling. Then; with the same team
except {or. the departure of Roy Hollo-
wood (which,. of course, weakered the
bowlirfg); whilst - the bowling figures
suddenly ecame (uite fiotmal, thé
batting has improved by nearly 8 runs
per wioket and shows the best return
in the whole League. Here ig the ex.
plauation :—E. Baker, 1330, average
10.00; 1831, 10.00; 1932, 38.80; J. Fentop
1930, 5.33; 1831, 7.86; 1a3p 9957 F
Bailev, 1980, 557; 1831, 3.71: 1032, 94.07.
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J. Jolley, 1830, 11.77; 1031, 11.63; 1
£1.90. Len Crump: has also increnii%l
his unaccountable average of 7.08 last
year to 12.88 (still much too low for his
true form), W. Briscoe has improved
from '18.00 to 22.90, and Bernard Hollo.
wood hus -been at home and plaved
regularly insteaq of only the lnst few
matches. He was twice run out after
scoring 50, bul averages 20.53. Jolle
hit a century at Bignall End; and Bakei
a_hurricane 85 4t Btone, A, Birch and
H. . Sharpe ‘have both fallen back g
little. The team twice defeated declara.
tions by scoring 200 in quick time. at
8tone and Porthill, and got within one
run of Silverdale's 211, declared, Whilst
their own declarat'on at 208 for g was
defeated - by . Longton, 8o Burslem's
mat:hés have produced plenty of bright
cricket, In eight consecutive matches in
mid:season,’ they scored 1,388 runs for
the Inss. of 62 wickets, an average of
almos‘t 27 per wicket. C
. In bowling, Taylor has had
thankless task, for my intorm:tirc;lr&h?:
that .the fielding, hitherto amongst the
best, hds fallen off and.many. catches
have been missed. Also there has been

little effect've support at the other end

and the professional has repe,

bowled for 2 to 24 hours with ut ee:t.e‘}i})e'
has delivered many more overs than any
other bowler in . the League, and his
analysis of 419.5 overs, 183 ‘maidens, 719

‘runy, 67 wickets, average 10.73, is a very

fine one-under' any circumstances. Last
year Percy Kirkham took 42 wickets
for 5.7 runs each, which was the best
average in the League. This year his
30 wickets have cost 17.83 a.plece. F.
Bailey, with 23 wickets, average 12.17,
has. one_or two good performances to
hig eredit, - . ..
IMPROYEMENT AT OHELL

" Great Chell had a lapse last vear after
being runners-up.for 2 yeirs and finishel
equal seventh, This time they have re.
covered some of the ‘ground, but after
a  strong challenge at one period for-
gecond place had to be content with the
fourth. Ellerker, the StaHardshire
player; succeeded Mayer 48 professional,
and - lias - shown. himsel{ one of the
best aoll-rounders in the Lengue, with
381 runs and .a batting average of
20,06, and 68 wickets, average 10.30.
Stanley Welch has not equalled his lasf
year's bowling .averagoe of 6.51, but he
has taken practically the same numbet
of wickets, 52, and has tlie creditable
average of 10,65, Frank Vodrey has been
very  ukeful  with 30 wickets for 12.10
eiich, ohd . the young lefl:ntsn slow
bowler, F. Wilshaw, is expected to do
well with more exceplional experience.
The fleldi i fell much bzlow Chell's
usual stant:' 1 in the latter part of the
sensor. : )

There i still' too much. dependence
upon - threé or- four batsmen. Indeed,
the brothers Bm’th may almost be said
to have carried .the team on their
shoulders, with useful assistance from
Ellerker. Roy Bmith has had a splen-
did season, and with 510 runs and an
average of 39.23 has set up new records
for the club, Arthur Bmith, in his first
year as captain,-has scored 381, with &n
average of 34.63. After the professional
W. Warburton's 13.00 is the next best
average, and R. C. Hodgkinson, a new.
comer whg had . opened the innings
throughout, and. F.. Vodrey, average
round about eleven. H. Hancock has
hardly done himself justce, either in
hatting or bowling, this yens. . The nead
of the noment doums to be young bats.
men of ability, and Chell have usually
been able to discover such, ns J. Barber,
sun 6f one of the old stalwatts of the
elub, showed. Bomrie promise in the last
few matches, -

: Great Chell were the heroés of the moat
seneational match of the season, for on
the opening day they dismissed Nant-
wich for @, and teplied with 159 for
eight wickets,

Te be eentinusd,
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. BARNES AND LOOKETT :

“ Age cannot wither nor custom stale ”
tbe bowling of Sydney Barnes, Playing
for Rawtenstall in the Lancashire
League he hng-had another brilliant
season. His. fina]l figures were: 440.3
overs, 169 maidens, 818 runs, 113 wickets,
average 7.25. For anyone else but him
such an average would be “phenomenal
considering the ¢lass of batting to which
he has heen every week opposed, It is
by far the best average in the league,
in which a number of first-class pro-
feasionals are engaged, Barnes's batting
average was 12.05, which is below his
usual figures,

Aaron Tockett has also had awother
highly successful senmon with Oldham
in the Central Lancashire League, and
I think his bag of 115 wickets is the
largest he has ever had, With an aver-
age of 10.13 he again hag the best aver-
age amongst the professionals in that
league, which is also a strong organisa-
tion. His batting average this time is
20,25, Last year he headed both the
batting and bowling tables.

; ¥, 5 The Critio
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